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PREFACE. 


"AVING  now  arrived  at  the  conclufion  of  our 


I  Twentieth  Volume,  we  Ihouid  have  been  dif- 


pofed  to  have  celebrated  this  year  as  a  fort  of  jubilee, 
and  feafon  of  felf-congratulation,  if  the  awful 
afpedt  of  the  times  had  not  forbidden  every  emotion 
bordering  upon  levity,  and  afforded  matter  of  the 
moll  ferious  confideration  and  refledtion  to  every 
member  of  the  commainity.  No  circumllance  of 
time,  nor  Hate  of  affairs,  can,  however,  reprefs  our 
gratitude,  or  reftrain  cur  acknowledgements  to  the 
Publick,  for  that  continued  favour,  which,  as  it 
has  during  fo  many  years,  conflantly  increafed  with 
our  labours,  fo  it  has  alone  enabled  us  to  encounter 
the  arduous  tail;:  of  appearing  annually  before  them 
in  fo  many  fucceffive  publications,  upon  each  of 
which,  their  former  efteem,  and  future  approbation^^ 
were,  of  courfe,  in  feme  degree  hazarded. 

The  importance  and  magnitude  of  our  hillorical 
bulinefs  have  unhappily  rifen  to  nearly  the  highell 
pitch  at  which  they  feem  capable  of  arriving.  We 
relate  events,  in  which  every  member  of  this  wide 
and  divided  empire  is  deeply  interefled  ;  in  which 
many  thoufands  arc  immediately  and  perfonaliy  con- 
*  cerned ;  and  wherein  its  bell  blood  is  too  copioully 
Ihed.  The  incidents  are  numberlefs,  and  the  par¬ 
ties  concerned  in  every  incident  numerous.  It  is 


not 


Iv  PREFACE. 

Bot  eafy  to  fteer  a  fafe  courfe  of  hiftory,  through  the 
rage  of  civil  conteft,  and  arnidft  the  animolity  and 
malignity  of  contending  faftions.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  v/e  are  obliged  to  as  much  caution  as 
will  not  be  injurious  to  truth.  And  whilft  publick 
affairs  continue  of  iuch  extent  and  importance,  and 
that  materials  of  all  kinds  both  political  and  mili- 
tary  grow  upon  us  in  the  manner  they  do  at  prefent, 
we  {hall  be  much  more  folicitous  to  fulfil  our  duty, 
and  preferve  our  reputation  with  the  Publick,  by  a 
due  attention  to  the  matter  which  w^e  lay  before 
them,  than  at  all  concerned  as  to  the  inconfequential 
circumftance  of  a  later  or  earlier  publication. 

Our  Publifher  has  made  an  obfervation  to  us, 
which  he  fays  efcapes  moft  readers,  who  have  not 
feme  acquaintance  with  what  is  technically  termed 
the  bufinefs  of  the  prefs.  He  fays,  that  the  Hifto- 
rical  Article  is  at  prefent  fwelled  to  fuch  an  extent, 
that  if  it  were  printed  feparately,  and  in  the  com¬ 
mon  mode  of  publication,  it  would  fill  a  volume  of 
nearly  the  iame  fize,  with  that  in  which  it  is  now 
included  ;  whilft  from  the  circumftance  of  clofe 
printing,  and  its  being  confidered  only  as  a  compa¬ 
ratively  fmall  part  of  a  diffufe  and  large  work,  the 
dimenfions  v^hich  it  would  acquire  in  its  natural 
growth,  are  not  perceived  in  its  prefent  contrafted 
ftate.  Under  this  confideration,  the  quantity  of 
matter,  independent  of  any  merit  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  or  compofition,  may  account,  if  it  does  not 
atone,  for  the  latenefs  of  our  publication  this 
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RetrofpeSii^e  njiewo  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1776.  Preparation  in 
Canada  for  the  armament  on  Lake  Champlain,  State  of  the  American 
force.  Engagement  near  the  ijle  V alicour.  Arnold  retires  ;  purfuit ; 
overtaken  ;  barns  his  ^effels,  Crouon  Point  defiroyed  and  abandoned. 
General  Carleton  lands  there  nvith  the  army.  Motives  for  not  attacking 
Jiconderoga.  General  Carleton  returns  <with  the  army  to  Canada^. 
Situation  of  affairs  to  the  fouth’voard.  General  Lee  taken^  Perfe^erance 
of  the  Congrefs.  Meafures  for  renenjoing  their  armies.  Lands  allotted 
for  fcrwing  during  the  nvar.  Money  borronved,  Addrefs  to  the  people. 
Petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  Nenjo  York,  and  from  thofe  of  i^eeri  s 
county  in  Long  Ifand^  to  the  Commiff oners.  Critical  fate  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Congrefs  retire  to  Baltimore.  DPoifions  in  Penfyl’vania. 
Defertions.  Surprize  at  Yrenton.  Lord  Cornijjallis  returns  to  the 
f  erfcys.  Presented  from  attacking  the  enemy  at  Yrenton  by  impediments 
of  ftuation.  General  Wajhington  quits  his  camp,  and  attacks  Colonel 
Manjjhood,  near  Princetonjon,  Lord  Cornwallis  returns  from  the  Delaware 
to  Brunfwick.  Americans  onjer-ruti  the  Jerfeys.  Britijh  and  Auxiliary 
forces  keep  poffeffion  of  Brunjwick  aiid  A?nbcy,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  winter.  Indian  war.  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
between  the  thirteen  renjolted  Colonies. 

The  efforts  to  remove  thofe  fummer  of  1776,  were  equal  to  the 
obftacles  that  had  reftrained  importance  of  the  objeds  in  view, 
the  progrefs  of  the  Britilh  arms  and  the  gfeatnefs  of  the  difficulties 
on  the  fide  of  Canada,  in  the  which  were  to  be  furmounted. 
VoL.  XX.  1777.  \A\  Ths 
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The  weight  and  execution  of  the 
naval  equipment,  fell  of  courfe 
upon  the  officers  and  men  of  that 
department,  vvhofe  ability,  zeal, 
and  perfeverance  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance,  '  can .  never  be  '  too  much 
applauded.  The  talk  was  indeed 
arduous.  A  fleet  of  above  thirty 
fighting  veflels,  of  different  kinds 
and  fizes,  all  furnifhed  with  can¬ 
non,  was  to  be  little  lefs  than 
created  ;  for  though  a  few  of  the 
largeft  were  reconllrudlions,  the 
advantage  derived  from  thence 
depended  more  upon  the  ufe  of 
materials  which  the  country  did 
not  afford,  than  upon  any  faving 
as  to  time,  or  leffening  oflabour. 
When  to  this  is  added,  the  tranf- 
porting  over  land,  and  afterwards 
dragging  up.  the  rapids  of  St. 
Therefe  and  St,  John’s,  30  long¬ 
boats,  a  number  of  flat  boats  of 
confiderable  burthen,  a  gondola, 
weighing  30  tons,  with  above 
400  battoes,  the  whole  prefented 
a  complexity  of  labour  and  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  feemed  fufficient  to 
appal  even  the  fpirit  of  Britifh 
feamen.  However  it  muff  be 
allowed  that  the  labour  did  not 
fall  folely  on  them.  The  foldiers 
had  their  part  ;  and  what  is  to  be 
lamented,  the  peafants  and  farmers 
of  Canada  were  taken  from  their 
ploughs,  and  compelled  by  power 
to  bear  a  fnare  in  toils,  from 
whence  they  could  derive  no  ho¬ 
nour  or  advantage. 

Though  the  equipment  was 
compleated  in  about  three  months, 
the  nature  of  the  fervice,  as  well 
as  the  eagernefs  of  the  com¬ 
manders  and  army,  required,  if 
it  had  been  poffible,  a  ftill  greater 
difpatcli.  The  winter  was  fall: 
approaching,  two  inland  feas  to 
be  paffed,  the  unknown  force  of 
she  enemy  on  each  10  be  fubdued. 


and  the  ftrong  pods  of  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga,  defended 
and  fupported  by  an  army,  to  be 
encountered  fvvord  in  hand.  To 
add  to  thefe  impediments,  the 
communication  between  the  Lakes 
Champlain  and  George,  did 
not  admit  the  paffage  of  thofe 
veffels  of  force,  which,  after  being 
fucccfsful  on  the  one,  might  be 
equally  wanted  on  the  other. 
And  if  all  thofe  dlfhculties  were 
furmounted,  and  Lake  George 
paffed,  there  ftill  remained  a  long 
and  dangerous  march  through  in¬ 
tricate  foreils,  extenlive  moraffes, 
and  an  uncleared  country,  ilill  in 
a  Hate  of  nature,  before  they  couM 
reach  Albany,  which  was  the  firfl: 
poll  to  the  fouthward  that  could 
afford  them  relt  and  accommo¬ 
dation. 

The  fpirit  of  the  commanders 
rofe  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties 
w'hich  were  to  be  encountered. 
The  objefts  in  view  were  great, 
the  glory  to  be  acquired  tempting, 
and  the  deffre  of  their  attainment 
feemed  to  leffen  or  remove  ob- 
ffacles,  which  to  a  cold  or  luke¬ 
warm  fpeculation  would  have  ap- 
pea.^ed  iniuperable.  If  the  Lakes 
could  be  recovered,  and  Albany 
poffeffed,  before  the  fe verity  of 
the  winter  fet  in,  the  northern 
army  would  hold  a  principal  lhare 
in  the  honour  of  bringing  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy  conciofion.  It  was 
conceived  that  they  could  then 
pour  deffruftion  at  will,  into  the 
heart  either  of  the  middle  or  the 
northern  colonies,  each  of  which 
would  be  expofed  to  them  in  its 
moft  tender  and  defencelefs  part. 
Whilff;  the  polleffion  of  Hudforfs 
river  would  eftablilli  and  fecure 
their  communication  with  General 
Howe,  it  would  equally  fever  and 
dilconuecl  the  fouthern  and  nor¬ 
thern 
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them  provinces,  leaving  thereby 
the  latter  to  link  under  the  joint 
weight  of  both  armies,  or  to  accept 
of  fnch  terms  as  they  could  obtain, 
without  the  participation  of  the 
others.  Nor  could  General  VValh- 
ington  attempt  to  hold  any  poll  in 
New  York  or  the  Jerfeys,  with 
fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force  as  al¬ 
ready  oppreiicd  him  in  front,  and 
General  Carieton’s  army  at  his 
back.  The  fucceiTs  of  their  fel¬ 
lows  on  the  fide  "of  New  York, 
increafed  the  impatience,  and  ex¬ 
cited  the  jealoufy  of  this  army, 
every  one  apprehending  that  the 
war  would  be  brought  to  an  end, 
before  he  could  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  fharing  in  the  honour  of 
that  happy  event. 

With  all  this  ardour,  and  the 
moil  unremitting  indullry,  it  was 
not  until  the  month  of  Odiober, 
that  the  fleet  was  in  a  condition 
to  feek  the  enemy  on  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain.  The  force  was  very  confi- 
fiderable  with  refpedl  to  the  place 
and  fervice,  extraordinary  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  little  time  fpent  in  its 
formation,  and  fuch  as,  a  very  few 
ap-es  ago,  would  have  been  deemed 
formidable  even  upon  the  Euro¬ 
pean  feas.  The  fhip  Inflexible, 
which  may  be  ccnfidered  as  Ad¬ 
miral,  had  been  re-confirudled  at 
St.  John’s,  from  whence  fhe  failed 
in  28  days  after  laying  her  keel, 
and  mounted  i8  twelve  pounders. 
One  fchooner  mounted  14,  and 
another  12,  fix  pounders.  A  flat- 
bottomed  radeau  carried  fix  24, 
and  fix  )  2  pounders,  befides 
howitzers ;  and  a  gondola-,  y  nine 
pounders.  Twenty  fmaller  veiTels, 
under  the  denomination  of  gun¬ 
boats,  carried  brafs  field  pieces 
from  9  to  24  pounders,  or  were 
armed  with  howitzers.  Some 


long-boats  were  furniflied  in  the 
fame  manner.  About  an  equal 
number  of  large  boats  aded  as 
tenders.  Thole  we  have  taken 
notice  of,  were  all  intended  for, 
or  appertaining  to  battle  ;  we  omit 
the  vail  number  delllned  for  the 
tranfportation  of  the  army,  with 
its  flores.,  artillery,  baggage  and 
proviiions. 

The  armament  was  conducted 
by  Captain  Pringle,  and  the  fleet 
navigated  by  above  yco  prime 
feamen,  of  whom  200  were  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  tranfports,  who  after 
having  rivalled  thofe  belonging  to 
the  fhips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of 
preparation,  now  boldly  and  freely 
partook  with  them  in  the  danger 
of  the  expedition.  The  guns  wern 
ferved  by  detachments  of  men  and 
oflicers  belonging  to  the  corps  of 
artillery.  In  a  word,  no  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  fort  was  ever  better 
appointed,  or  more  amply  fur¬ 
niflied  with  every  kind  of  pro- 
vifion  neceflary  for  the  intended 
fervice. 

The  enemy’s  force  was  in  no 
degree  equal,  either  with  refpedt 
to  "the  goodnefs  of  the  veffels,  the 
number  of  guns,  furniture  of  war, 
or  weight  of  metal.  Senfible^ 
though  they  were,  of  the  necefiity 
of  preferving  the  dominion  of  the 
Lakes,  and  aided  in  that  deflgn 
by  the  original  force  in  their 
hands,  with  a  great  advantage  in 
point  of  time  for  its  increafe,  their 
intentions  in  that  refpedl  were 
counteradfed  by  many  eflential, 
and  fome  irremediable  deficiencies* 
They  wanted  timber,  artillery, 
fliip-builders,  and  all  the  materials 
neceflary  for  fuch  an  equipment. 
Carpenters,  and  all  others  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  bufinefs  of  Ihipping, 
were  fully  engageC  at  tlie  fea  ports 
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in  the  conllrudlion  and  fitting  out 
of  privateers,  whilfi  the  rernote- 
nefs,  and  difficulty  of  communica¬ 
tion,  rendered  the  fupply  of  bulky 
materials  extremely  tedious.  When 

j 

we  confider  the  difficulties  on  their 
part,  we  think  it  not  juft  to  deny 
the  Americans  thepraife,  of  having 
combated,  and  in  part  overcome 
them,  with  an  afiiduity,  perfe- 
verance,  and  fpirit,  which  did  not 
in  the  leaft  fall  ftiort  of  what  had 
been  employed  again; ft  them.  For 
their  fleet  amounted  to  15  veftels 
of  different  kinds,  confifting  of 
tv/o  fchooners,  one  ftoop,  one 
cutter,  three  gallies,  and  eight 
gondolas.  The  principal  fchooner 
mounted  12  fix  and  four  pounders. 
They  were  commanded  byBenediff: 
Arnold,  who  was  now  to  fupporc 
upon  a  new  element,  that  renown 
which  he  had  acquired  on  land  in 
the  Canada  expedition. 

General  Carleton  was  too  full 
of  zeal,  and  too  anxious  for  the 
event,  not  to  head  the  Britilh  ar¬ 
mament,  and  having  proceeded 

o  up  the  Lake,  difeovered 

Oct.  1 1.  T  ,0^2 

^  thxe  enemy  s  fleet  drawn 

‘‘  '  up  with  great  judgment, 
being  very  advantageoufly  pofted, 
and  forming  a  ftrong  line,  to  de¬ 
fend  the  paftage  between  the  ifiand 
of  Valicour  and  the  vecitern  main. 
Indeed  thev  had  at  the  beo[innino; 
placed  thernfelves  with  fo  much 
iLili^  behind  the  illand,  chat  an 
accident  only  difeovered  their  pofi- 
tion.  The  King’s  fquadron, 
v/ithouc  this  feafonable  difeovery, 
would  have  left  them  l>ehind  ;  an 
event,  which  if  it  had  happened, 
might  have,  been  attended  with 
the  moll  lerious  confequences.  It 
is  laid,  that  the  unexpected  fight 
of  a  three  mafted  fhip  of  fuch 
force,  upon  the  Lake,  three,  the 
S 


enemy  into  the  utmoft,  and  moft 
vihble  confternation.  It  does  not 
feem,  however,  probable,  that  a 
matter  of  fuch  public  notoriety  in 
Canada,  fliould  have  been  fo  long 
with-held  from  them. 

A  warm  a6lion  enfued,  and  was 
vigoroufty  fupporled  on  both  fides 
for  fome  hours  ;  but  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  fo  that  the 
Flip  Inflexible,  and  fome  other 
veftels  of  force  could  not  be  worked 
up  to  the  enemy,  the  weight  of 
the  adlion  fell  upon  the  fchooner 
Carleton  and  the  gun-boars,  which' 
they  fuftained  with  the  greateft 
firmnefs,  fuch  extraordinary  efforts 
of  refolution  being  difplayed  both 
by  men  and  officers,  as  merited 
and  received  the  higheft  applaufe 
from  their  commanders.  It  is  to 
be  prefumed,  that  when  fo  much 
praife  was  due  and  given  to  the 
condudl  and  valour  of  a  fuperior 
force  on  our  fide,  the  enemy  muft 
not  have  acted  their  part  amifs. 

The  detachment  belonging  to 
the  corps  of  artillery,  were  highly 
diftinguifhed,  and  did  moft  eifen- 
tiai  fervke  in  the  gun-boats.  But 
the  fame  impediments  ft  ill  conti¬ 
nuing,  which  prevented  their  being 
feconded  by  the  other  veffels. 
Captain  Pringle,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Genera],  ihouo-ht  it 
TiecefTary  for  the  prefciit,  to  with- 
di-aw  thofe  that  were  eno-ap-ed  from 

,  O  a 

the  adlion.  At  the  approach  of 
night,  he  brought  the  whole  fleet 
to  anchor  in  a  line,  and  as  near  as 
poflible  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
prevent  their  retreat. 

in  this  engagement  the  beft 
fchooner  belonging  to  the  enemy 
was  burnt,  and  a  gondola  carrying 
three  or  four  guns  funk,  ffom 
whence  we  may  form  fome  reafou- 
able  cenjefture  of  the  ,  executiort 

done 
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<3one  upon  their  other  vefTels. 
Being  now  fully  fenfible  of  their 
inferiority,  they  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  afforded,  of  endeavouring 
to  efcape  from  their  prefent  immi- 
rtent  danger,  hoping  to  obtain 
fhelter  and  protection  at  Crown 
Point.  Arnold  concerted  and  exe¬ 
cuted  this  defxgn  with  ability, 
and  fortune  feemed  at  firll  fo 
favourable  to  his  purpofe,  that 
they  were  our  of  fight  by  the  next 
morning.  The  chace  being,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  without  inter- 
miffion  both  on  that  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  the  wind,  and  other 
circumllances  peculiar  to  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Lake,  which  had 
been  at  firfl;  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  became  at  length  otherwife, 
fo  that  they  were  overtaken  and 
brought  to  adtion  a  few  leagues 
fhort  of  Crown  Point,  about  noon 
on  the  13th. 

A  very  warm  engagement  en- 
fued,  and  continued  about  two 
hour?,  during  which  thoTe  vefTels 
that  were  raoll  a-head,  puihed  on 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  palling 
Crown  Point,  efcaped  to  Ticon- 
deroga  ;  but  two  gallies  and  five 
gondolas  which  remained  with 
Arnold  made  a  defperate  refinance. 
During  this  adlion,  the  VValh- 
ington  galley,  with  Waterburg, 
a  Brigadier  Cieneral,  and  the  fecond 
in  command,  on  board,  Ifruck,  and 
was  taken.  Arnold,  at  lenp-th, 
finding  it  was  impofiible  to  with- 
ftand  the  fuperiority  of  force,  fkill, 
and  weight  of  metal,  with  which 
he  was  overborne,  and  finding 
himfelf  but  ill  feconded  by  the 
Captains  of  fome  of  his  vefTels, 
determined  that  his  people  fhoiild 
not  become  prifoners,  nor  the 
ve/Tels  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  He 


is 

executed  this  defign  with  equal 
refolution  and  dexterity,  and  run 
the  Congrefs  galley,  in  which 
himfelf  was,  with  the  five  gondolas, 
on  Ihore  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up 
the  vefTels,  in  fpite  of  every  effort 
that  was  ufed  to  prevent  both. 

Lofs  and  defeat  were  fo  far  from 
producing  their  ufual  effeCl  with 
refpeCl  to  Arnold,  that  his  conducl 
in  this  command  raifed  his  cha¬ 
racter  Hill  higher  than  it  was 
before  with  his  countrymen.  They 
faid  that  he  not  only  aCted  the 
part  of  a  brave  foldier,  but  that  he 
alfo  amply  filled  that  of  an  able 
naval  commander.  That  the  molt 
experienced  feaman  could  not  have 
found  a  greater  variety  of  refources, 
by  the  dexterity  of  manoeuvre,  evo¬ 
lution,  and  the  moft  advantageous 
choice  of  fituation,  to  compenfate 
for  the  want  of  force,  than  he 
did  ;  that  when  his  vefTels  were 
torn  almoft  to  pieces,  he  retreated 
with  the  fame  refolution  that  he 
fought,  and  by  the  happleft  and 
moll:  critical  judgment,  prevented 
his  people  and  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But 
they  chiefly  gloried  in  the  dan¬ 
gerous  attention  he  paid  to  a  nice 
point  of  honour,  in  keeping  his 
flag  flying,  and  not  quitting  his 
galley  till  llie  was  in  flames,  left 
the  enemy  fhould  have  boarded 
and  ftruck  it. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champlain 
recovered,  and  the  enemy’s  force 
nearly  deilroyed,  a  galley,  and 
three  fmall  vefTels  being  all  that 
efcaped  to  Ticonderoga.  The 
enemy,  upon  the  rout  of  their 
fleet,  having  fet  Are  to  the  houfes, 
and  deflroyed  every  thing  which 
they  could  not  carry  off,  at  Crown 
Point,  evacuated  that  place,  and 
[•-f]  3  retired 
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retired  to  their  main  body  at 
Ticonderoga.  Gen.  Carleton  took 
poireiiicn  of  the  ruins,  where  he 
was  foon  joined  by  the  army. 
As  he  continued  there  till  towards 
the  end  of  the  month,  and,  be- 
iides  feveral  reconnoitring  parties, 
pufned  on  at  one  time  llrong  de¬ 
tachments  on  both  fides  of  the 
Lake,  who  approached  within  a 
fmall  diftance  of  Ticonderop-a,  at 
the  fame  time  that  ve/Tels  appear¬ 
ed  within  cannon  fnot  of  the 
works,  to  examine  the  nature  of 
the  channel,  and  found  its  depth, 
little  doubt  can  be  entertained 
that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
attempt  that  place.  The  ilrength 
of  the  works,  the  difficulty  of  ap¬ 
proach,  the  countenance  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  ignorance  of  their 
number,  with  other  cogent  I'ca- 
fons,  prevented  this  delign  from 
taking  place. 

It  was  evident  that  this  pod 
could  not  be  forced  in  its  prefent 
date,  without  a  very  confiderable 
lofs  of  blood,  whild  the  benefit 
arifing  from  fuccefs  would  be  com¬ 
paratively  nothing.  The  feafon 
was  now  too  far  advanced  to  think 
of  pailing  Lake  George,  and  of 
expodng  the  army  to  the  perils  of 
a  winter  campaign,  in  the  inhof- 
pitable,  and  impradicable  wilds 
to  the  fourhward.  As  Ticonde¬ 
roga  could  not  be  kop*  Coring  the 
winter,  the  mod  that  could  be  exr 
peded  from  fuccefs,  would  be  the 
jedudlion  pf  vyorks,  more  indebt¬ 
ed  to  nature  than  art  for  their 
ftrength,  and  perhaps  the  taking 
of  fome  cannon  ;  the  for- 

iner  would  be  redored,  and  tire 
latter  replaced  by  the  enemy,  be¬ 
fore  the  army  could  interrupt  their 
proceedings  in  the  enfuing  fum- 
?ner.  Bpt  if  the  defence  diotild 


he  obdinate,  although  the  army 
were  in  the  end  fucceisful,  it  would 
probably  thereby  be  fo  much  weak¬ 
ened,  that  all  profpecl  of  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  future  campaign  would, 
in  a  great  meafure,  be  annihilated. 
The  difficulty,  perhaps  impoffibi- 
lity,  of  keeping  open  the  com¬ 
munication  with  Canada,  andfub- 
dding  the  army  during  the  winter 
was  obvious.  General  Carleton 
therefore  reimbarked  the  armv 

j 

without  making  any  attempt,  and 
returning  to  Canada,  cantoned  them 
for  the  winter  in  the  bed  manne'f 
the  country  afforded. 

It  is  fit  that  w'e  fhould  now  tuim 
our  attention  to  the  important 
tranfadlions  in  the  South.  We 
faw  towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
lad  campaign,  that  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  had  not  only  overrun  the 
Jerfeys,  but  that  the  Delaware  was 
the  only  apparent  obdacle,  which 
feemed  capable  of  retarding  the 
progrefs  of  his  army,  in  the 
reduction  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  adjoining  provinces.  The 
American  army  was  indeed  no 
more.  It  is  faid  that  the  greated 
number  which  remained  embodied 
aid  not  exceed  ^500  or  3000  men. 
T'his  was  all  that  remained  of  an 
arnjy,  which  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  amounted,  as  it  is  faid, 
to  at  lead  tw^enty-hve  thoufand. 
There  are  fome  who  reprefen t  it 
as  having  been  at  that  time  much 
dronger.  The  term  of  their  en¬ 
gagement  being  expired,  which, 
along  with  the  obligation  of  duty, 
difeharged  apprehenfion  of  dif- 
grace,  there  v/as  no  keeping  to¬ 
gether,  at  the  heel  of  a  ruinous 
campaign,  troops  broken  and  dif- 
pirited,  equally  unnacudomed  to 
fubordination,.  and  to  a  long  ab- 
fence  from  their  countries  and  fa-? 

milie?. 
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mill-es.  Thofe  fma]!  bodies,  who 
from  perfonal  attachment,  local 
circumllances,  or  a  fuperior  per- 
feverance  and  bravery,  Hill  con* 
tinned  with  the  Generals  Walh- 
ington  and  Lee,  were  too  incon- 
iiderable  in  force,  to  demand 
much  attention  on  the  one  fide, 
or  to  inlpire  confidence  on  the 
ocher  ;  whilH  the  lupport  to  be 
derived  from  new  levies,  not  yet 
fo  rmed,  was  too  remote  and  pre¬ 
carious,  to  afford  much  prelent 
confolation  to  the  Americans. 

■p.  ,  Jn  this  critical  litua- 

tion  of  their  affairs, 
the  capture  of  Gen,  Lee  /eemed  to 
render  them  Hill  more  hopeiefs. 
That  ofHcer,  at  the  head  of  all  the 
men  which  he  could  colledl  or 
keep  together,  being  on  his  march 
to  join  General  WaHiington,  who 
had  affembled  the  Penfylvania  mi¬ 
litia  to  fecure  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  was,  from  the  diHance 
of  the  Britifh  cantonments,  be¬ 
trayed  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
which,  in  croHing  the  upper  part 
.of  New  Jerfey  from  the  North 
river,  he  fixed  his  quarters,  and 
lay  carelefsly  guarded,  at  fome  di- 
ftance  from  the  main  body.  The 
operation  of  zeal,  or  defire  of 
reward  in  an  inhabitant,  having 
communic;ated  this  fituation  to  Col. 
Harcourt,  who  commanded  the 
light  horfe,  and  had  then  made  a 
defultory  excurfion  at  the  head  of 
a  frnall  detachment  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  that  body,  he  condudl- 
ed  his  meafures  with  fuch  addrefs 
and  adivity,  and  they  were  fo  well 
feconded  by  the  boldnefs  and  ra¬ 
pidity  of  motion  which  diHinguifh 
that  corps,  that  the  guard  was 
evaded,  the  Gentries  feized,  without 
noife,  the  quarters  forced,  and 
Lee  carried  off,  though  all  that 


part  of  the  country  was  in  his 
favour,  and  that  fcveral  guarded 
polls,  and  armed  patrols,  lay  in 
the  way. 

The  making  of  a  fingle  officer 
prifoner,  in  other  circumllances 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  little 
moment  ;  but  in  the  prefent  Hate 
of  the  raw  American  forces,  where 
a  general  deficiency  of  military 
fkiil  prevailed,  and  the  inexpe¬ 
rience  of  the  officers  was  even  a 
greater  grievance  than  the  lack  of 
difciplme  in  the  foldiers,  the  lofs 
of  a  commander,  whofe  fpirit  of 
enterprize  was  direded  by  great 
knowledge  in  his  profeffion  ac¬ 
quired  by  adual  fervice,  was  of 
the  utmoH  importance,  and  the 
more  dillreffing,  as  there  was  little 
room  to  hope  it  could  be  foon 
fupplied. 

The  rejoicing  in  Great  Britain 
on  this  occafion  was  equal  at  leaft 
to  the  dejedion  of  the  Americans. 

It  was  conjedui*ed,  that  fome  per¬ 
fonal  animofities  between  this  Ge¬ 
neral  and  feveral  officers  in  the 
army,  as  well  as  perfons  of  power 
at  court,  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  triumph  and  exultation  of 
that  time. 

The  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  was 
alfo  attended  with  a  circumHance, 
which  has  fince  been  produdive 
of  much  inconvenience  to  both 
fides.  and  of  much  calamity  to  in¬ 
dividuals.*  A  cartel,  or  foinething 
of  that  nature,  had  fome  time  be-  , 
fore  been  eHablifhed  for  the  ex¬ 
change  of  prifoners  between  the 
Generals  Howe  and  WaHiington, 
which  had  hitherto  been  carried 
into  execution,  fo  far  as  time  and 
other  circumHances  would  admit. 
As  Lee  was  particularly  obnoxious 
to  government,  it  was  faid,  and  is 
fufpofed,  that  Gen.,  Howe  was 

[^]  4  '  tied 
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tied  down  by  his  inflru6lions  from 
parting  with  him  upon  any  terms, 
if  the  fortune  of  war  fhould  throw 
him  into  his  power.  Gen.  Walh- 
ington  not  having  at  this  time  any 
prifoner  of  equal  rank;  with  Lee, 
propofed  to  exchange  fix  field 
officers  for  him,  the  number  being 
intended  to  balance  that  defparity; 
or  if  this  was  not  accepted,  he 
required  that  he  ffiould  be  treated 
and  confidered  fuitably  to  his  fta- 
tion,  according  to  the  prailice 
efiabliffied  among  polilhed  nations, 
and  the  precedent  already  fet  by 
the  Americans  in  regard  to  the 
Britilh  officers  in  their  hands,  un¬ 
til  an  opportunity  oifered  for  a 
dired  and  equal  exchange. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
as  Mr.  Lee  was  a  deferter  from  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  he  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
that  he  did  not  at  all  come  with¬ 
in  the  conditions  of  the  cartel, 
nor  could  he  receive  any  of  its 
benefits.  This  brought  on  a  fruit- 
lefs  difcuffion,  whether  Gen.  Lee, 
who  had  refigned  his  half  pay  at 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles, 
could  be  confidered  as  a  deferter, 
or  whether  he  could  with  jufiice 
be  excluded  from  the  general  be¬ 
nefits  of  a  cartel,  in  which  no 
particular  exception  of  perlbn  had 
been  made ;  the  affirmative  in 
both  thefe  pofitions  being  treated 
by  Wafliingtion  with  the  utmofi: 
Indignation. 

In  the  mean  time  Lee  w'as  con¬ 
fined  in  the  clofell  manner,  being 
watched  and  guarded  with  all  that 
firidlnefs  and  jealouly,  which  a 
'Hate  criminal  of  the  firft  magni¬ 
tude  could  have  experienced  in 
the  moll  dangerous  political  con- 
jundure.  This  condudl  not  only 
Tufperided  the  operation  of  the 


cartel,  but  induced  retaliation  on 
the  other  fide,  and  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
every  degree  of  liberty  confiftent 
with  his  condition,  and  had  been 
treated  with  great  humanity  by  the 
people  of  Bofton,  was  now  thrown 
into  a  dungeon,  and  treated  with 
a  rigour  equal  to  the  indulgence 
he  had  before  experienced.  Thofe 
officers  who  were  prifoners  in  the 
fouthcrn  colonies,  though  not 
treated  with  equal  rigour,  were, 
however,  abridged  of  their  parole 
liberty,  and  deprived  of  other 
comforts  and  latisfadlions,  which 
had  hitherto  rendered  their  condi¬ 
tion  uncommonly  eafy,  It  was 
at  the  fame  time  declared,  that 
their  future  treatrrient  fhould  in 
every  degree  be  regulated  by  that 
which  Gen.  Lee  experienced,  and 
that  their  perfons  fiiould  be  an- 
fwerable,  in  the  utmoll  extent,  for 
any  violence  that  was  offered  to 
him. 

This  was  not  the  only  inflance 
in  which  the  Congrefs  manifefied 
a  firm  and  undaunted  refolution. 
In  the  midfl  of  the  dangers  with 
which  they  were  environed,  far 
from  giving  way  to  any  thing  like 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  they 
made  no  overtures  towards  any 
kind  of  accommodation.  On  the 
other  fide  none  were  'made  to  them. 
They  prepared  to  renew  the  war, 
and  to  repair  their  fhattered  forces 
with  all  diligence.  They  were 
now  convinced  of  the  inefficacy  of 
temporary  armies,  engaged  only 
for  a  ffiort  term,  and  calculated 
merely  to  repel  a  fudden  invafion, 
when  oppcfed  to  the  conftant  war 
of  a  powerful  enemy,  and  the  in- 
ceffant  efforts  of  regular  forces.  It 
could  never  be  hoped,  with  new 
men  thus  changed  every  year,  to 

make 
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make  any  effeftual  itand  againft 
veteran  troops,  and  their  prefent- 
critical  fituaiion  afibrded  too  a- 
larming  an  experience,  of  the  fa¬ 
tal  confequences  which  might  at¬ 
tend  that  period  of  utter  imbeci¬ 
lity,  between  the  extinction  of  the 
old  army,  and  the  eitabiifliment 
of  the  new.  To  gaarci-againft  this 
evil  in  future,  which  could  not  be 
remedied  for  the  prefen t,  they  ifiued 
orders  about  the  middle  ot  Septem¬ 
ber,  for  the  levying  of  88  batta¬ 
lions,  the  foldiers  being  bound  by 
the  terms  of  enliilment  to  ferve 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war; 

The  number  of  battalions  which 
each  colony  vvas  by  this  ordinance 
appointed  to  raife  and  fupport, 
may  be  confidered  as  a  pretty- 
exadl  political  fcale  of  their  com¬ 
parative  flrength,  framed  by  thofe 
who  were  interefted  in  its  correCl- 
nefs,  and  well  acquainted  with 
their  refpeClive  circunihances. 
MafTachufett’s  Bay  and  Virginia 
were  the  higheil  on  this  fcale, 
being  to  furnifli  1 5  battalions  each  ; 
Penlylvania  came  next,  and  was 
rated  at  twelve  ;  North  Carolina 
9,  Conneclicut  and  Maryland  8 
each,  New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys, 
the  latter  confidered  as  one  go¬ 
vernment,  were,  in  confequence 
of  their  prefent  fituation,  let  no 
higher  than  4  battalions  each. 

The  liberality  of  the  Congrefs 
jn  its  enc()j.iragement  to  the  troops, 
was  proportioned  to  the  necefiity 
of  fpeedily  compleating  the  new 
army.  Befides  a  bounty  of  tv/enty 
dollars  to  each  foldier  at  the  time 
of  enlilling,  lands  v/ere  to  be 
allotted  at  the  end  of  the  war  to 
the  furvivors,  and  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  all  who  were  llain  in 
aClion,  in  different  hated  propor- 
tiens,  from  500  acres,  the  allot- 
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ment  of  a  Colonel,  to  150,  which 
was  that  of  an  Enfign  ;  the  pri¬ 
vate  men,  and  non-commifiioned 
officers,  were  to  have  100  acres 
each.  Asa  bar  to  the  thoughlefi- 
nefs  and  prodigality  incident  to 
foldiers,  and  ter  prevent  the  moll 
vvorthlefs  and  undeferving  from 
obtaining  for  trifles,  thofe  rewards 
due'^to  the  brave  for  their  blood 
and  fervices,  all  thefe  lands  were 
rendered  unalienable  during  the 
war,  no  affignment  or  transfer  be¬ 
ing  to  be  admitted  at  its  conclufion. 

The  Congrefs  had  before,  as  an 
encouragement  to  their  forces  by 
fea  and  land,  decreed  that  all  offi¬ 
cers,  foldiers,  and  feamen,  who 
were  or  mi?ht  be  dilabled  in 
aflion,  fhould  receive,  during  life, 
one  half  of  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  their 
rank  in  the  fervice,  at  the  time  of 
meeting  with  the  misfortune.  Not- 
witbffanding  thefe-encouragements, 
it  feems,  as  if  the  condition  of 
ferving  during  the  indefinite  term 
of  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
was  not  -Tener-allv  agreeable,  to  a 
people  fo  little  accuitomed  to  any 
kind  of  fubordination  or  reflraint  ; 
fo  that  in  the  month  of  November, 
the  Congrefs  found  it  neceffary  to 
admit  of  another  mode  of  enliff- 
ment  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
the  foldiers  under  this  corapadf  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame  bounty  in  money 
with  the  others,  but  being  cut  out 
from  any  allotment  of  lands. 

With  all  thefe  encouragements 
given  by  the  Congrels,  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  recruiting  went  on,  how¬ 
ever,  but  heavily  ;  and  it  mull 
not  be  imagined,  that  the  army 
aftually  raifed,  did  at  any  time 
bear  any  proportion  in  effedive 
men  to  that  which  was  voted. 

The  holding  out  a  promife  of 

lands 
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l^nds  as  an  inducement ‘to  ijll  up 
their  armies.,  was  probably,  in¬ 
tended  to  counteract  the  efFeCl  of 
a  fimilar  meafure  which  had  Ibnie 
time  before  been  adopted  on  the 
fide  ot  the  crown,  large  grants 
of  ^vacant  lands,  to  be  diilributed 
at  the  clofe  of  the  troubles,  hav¬ 
ing  been  promifed  in  its  name  to 
the  Highland  emigrants,  and  fome 
other  new  troops  raifed  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  as  a  reward  for  their  expeCl- 
ed  zeal  and  loyalty  in  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  rebellious  colonies. 
A  meafure  which  tended  more  to 
increafe  and  excite  the  animohty 
of  the  people,  than  any  other 
perhaps  which  could  have  been 
propofed  in  the  prefent  circum- 
llances.  For  they  univerfally  con- 
hdered  the  term  'vacant^  as  fig- 
Xiiiy mg  forfeited j  which  being  an 
eheCl  of  the  treafon  laws  yet  un¬ 
known  in  America,  excited  the 
greater  horror  ;  the  people  being 
well  aware  from  the  experience  of 
other  countries,  that  if  the  fweets 
of  forfeiture  were  once  tailed,  it 
would  be  equally  happy  and  un- 
ufual,  if  any  other  limits,  than 
thofe  which  nature  had  affigned  to 
their  poheffions, ,  could  reilrain  its 
operation. 

The  annual  fupplies  raifed  in 
the  diiterent  colonies  by  their  re- 
ipeClive  alTemblies,  being  infuf- 
hcient  to  provide  for  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  expences  of  fo  large  an 
army,  together  with  the  other  nu¬ 
merous  contingencies,  infeparable 
from  fuch  a  war,  the  Congrefs 
found  it  neceffary  to  negociate  a 
loan  to  anfwer  thefe  purpofcs. 
They  accordingly  paffed  a  refolu- 
tion  to  borrow  live  millions  of 
dollars,  at  an  interell  of  four  per 
cent,  the  faith  of  the  united  Hates 


being  pledged  to  the  lenders  for^ 
the  payment  both  of  principal  and 
interell. 

As  the  htuation  of  their  affairs 
became  extremely  critical,  and 
the  prefervation  of  Philadelphia  to 
all  appearance  hopelefs,  at  the 
time  that  Lord  Cornwallis  had 
overrun  the  jerfeys,  and  that  the 
Britifh  forces  had  taken  poffeffion 
of  the  towns  and  polls  on  the  De-, 
laware,  the  Congrefs  -r-x  , 

publillied  an  addrefs 
to  the  people  in  general,  but  more 
particularly  to  thofe  of  Penlylvania 
and  the  adjacent  Hates.  The  ge¬ 
neral  objedls  of  this  piece,  were 
to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
people,  remove  their  defpondency, 
renew  their  hopes  and  fpirits,  and 
conffrm  their  intentions  of  fup-> 
porting  the  war,  by  fhewing  that 
no  other  means  were  left  for  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  rights  and 
liberties  for  which  they  originally 
contended.  But  it  was  particu¬ 
larly  and  immediately  intended 
to  forward  the  completion  of  the 
new  army,  and  to  call  out  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  neighbouring 
countries  to  the  defence  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

For  thefe  purpofes  they  enume¬ 
rated  the  caufes  of  the  troubles, 
the  fuppofed  grievances  they  had 
endured,  the  late  opprefiive  laws 
which  had  been  paffed  again  ft 
them,  dwelt  much  upon  the  con¬ 
tempt  with  which  ail  their  peti¬ 
tions  and  applications  for  redrefs 
had  been  treated  ;  and  to  fnew  that 
no  alternative  but  war,  or  a  tame 
refignation  of  all  that  could  be 
dear  to  mankind  remained,  they 
afferted,  that  even  the  boaHed 
Commiffioners  for  giving  peace  to 
.4inerica  had  not  offered,  nor  did 

yet 
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vet  oiTer,  any  terms  hut  pardon 
on  viblolute  lubmiirion.  From  this 
detail  and  thefc  premifes  they  de¬ 
duced  the  nccefiitv  of  the  a^l  of 
independency,  aiferting,  that  it 
woui(4  have  been  impoflible  for 
them  to  have  defended  their  rights 
againll  fo  powerful  an  aggreffor, 
aided  by  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries,  or  to  have  obtained 
that  alTillance  from  other  ftates 
which  ^  as  abfolntely  necefiary  to 
their  preiervation,  whilll  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  fovereignty,  and 
confeffed  themfelves  the  fubjeds  of 
that  power,  againft  which  they 
had  taken  up  arms,  and  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  fo  cruel  a  war. 

They  boaded  of  the  fuccefs  that 
had  in  aieneral  attended  their  caufe 
and  exertions,  contending  that  the 
prefent  date  of  vvcaknefs  and  dan- 
*ger,  did  not  proceed  from  any 
capital  lofs,  defeat,  or  from  any 
defecl  of  valour  in  their  troops, 
but  merely  from  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  thofe  fhort  enliftments, 
which  had  in  the  beginning  been 
adopted  from  an  attention  to  the 
eafe  of  the  people.  They  aflured 
them  that  foreign  dates  had  al- 
already  rendered  them  edential 
fervices,  and  had  given  the  mod 
podtive  adurances  of  further  aid. 
And  they  excited  the  indignation 
and  animodty  of  the  people,  by  ex¬ 
patiating  upon  the  unrelenting, 
cruel,  aed  inhuman  manner,  in 
which,  they  faid,  the  war  was  car¬ 
ried  on,  not  only  by  the  auxiliaries, 
but  even  by  the  Britifh  forces 
themfelves. 

Complaints  of  this  kind  held  a 
didinguifhed  place  in  all  the  Ame¬ 
rican  publications  of  that  time. 
Some  of  them  indeed  contained  no¬ 
thing  elfe,  but  details  of  rapes,  ra¬ 
pine,  cruelty  and  murder.  Though 
thtde  apeounts  were  updoubtptHy 
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highly  exaggerated,  it  is,  however, 
to  be  apprehended,  that  too  much 
room  was  afforded  for  complaints 
of  that  nature.  The  odium  be¬ 
gan  with  the  Hedians,  and  has 
dnee  lluck  clofely  to  them,  though 
the  Britiih  troops  were  far  from 
efeaping  a  diare  of  the  imputation. 
'^I'he  former,  naturally  fierce  and 
cruel,  ignorant  of  any  rights  but 
thofe  of  defpotifm,  and  of  any 
manners,  but'  thofe  effablifhed 
within  the  narrow  precinct  of  their 
own  government,  were  incapable 
of  forming  any  diftindfion  between 
ravaging  and  deftroying  an  ene¬ 
my’s  country,  where  no  prefent 
benefit  was  intended  but  plunder, 
nor  no  future  advantage  expedled 
but  that  of  weakening  the  foe, 
and  the  reducing  of  a  malecon- 
tent  people,  (who,  though  in  a 
ftate  of  rebellion,  were  flill  to  be 
reclaimed,  not  deftroyed)  to  a  due 
fenfe  of  obedience  to  their  lawful 
fovereign. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  in  order 
to  reconcile  them  to  fo  new  and 
jftrange  an  adventure,  fome  idea 
had  been  held  out  to  them  in. 
Germany, .that  they  fhould  obtain 
large  portions  of  the  lands  which 
they  were  to  conquer  in  America, 
and  that  this  notion, howeverabfurd, 
made  them  at  firfi  confider  the 
ancient  poffeffors  as  their  natural 
enemies ;  but  that  when  they  found 
their  error,  they  confidered  the 
moveable  plunder  of  the  country, 
not  only  as  a  matter  of  right,  but 
an  inadequate  recompence  for  un¬ 
dertaking  fuch  a  voyage,  and  en- 
gaging  in  fuch  a  war. 

Military  rapine  may  be  eafily 
accounted  for  without  any  recourfe 
to  fuch  a  deception.  It  had  been 
obferved  from  the  beginning,  that 
the  moil  mortal  antipathy  fubfilled 

between 


12]  HISTORY 

between  the  Americans  and  Hef- 
♦ 

lians.  The  former,  contending 
thcmfelves  for  freedom,  and  filled 
with  the  higheft  notions  of  the  na¬ 
tural  rights  of  mankind,  regarded 
with  equal  contempt  and  abhor¬ 
rence,  a  people,  whom  they  con- 
fidered  as  the  moft  fordid  of  all 
mercenary  Haves,  in  thus  refigning 
all  their  faculties  to  the  will  of  a 
petty  defpot,  and  becoming  the 
ready  inftruments  of  a  cruel  tyran¬ 
ny.  They  reproached  them  with 
the  higheft  poffible  degree  of  moral 
turpitude,  in  thus  engaging  in  a 
domeftic  quarrel,  in  which  they 
had  neither  intereft  or  concern,  and 
quitting  their  homes  in  the  old 
world  to  butcher  a  people  in  the 
new,  from  whom  they  never  had 
received  the  fmalleft  injury  ;  but 
who,  on  the  contrary,  had  for  a 
century  paft  afforded  an  hofpita- 
ble  afylum  to  their  harraffed  and 
oppreffed  countrymen,  who  had 
fled  in  multitudes  to  efcape  from  a 
tyranny,  fimilar  to  that  under 
which  thefe  were  now  acting,  and 
to  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  a  liberty 
moft  generoufty  held  out  to  them, 
of  which  thefe  mercenaries  would 
impioiifty  bereave  the  German  as 
well  as  Englifti  Americans. 

Such  fentiments,  and  fuch  re<- 
proaches,  did  not  fail  to  increafe 
their  natural  ferocity  and  rapaciouf- 
nefs ;  and  it  is  faid  that  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  a  courie  of  plunder,  un¬ 
til  they  at  length  became  fo  encum¬ 
bered  and  loaded  with  fpoil,  and 
fo  anxious  for  its  prefervadon,  that 
it  grew  to  be  a  great  impediment 
to  their  military  operations. 

However  difagreeable  this  con- 
dutft  was,  and  contrary  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of 'the  Britifh  commanders, 
it  was  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  re- 
jnedied,  They  could  not  venture 
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to  hazard  the  fuccefs  of  the  w^r, 
in  fo  diftant  a  fituation,  and  fuch 
precarious  and  critical  circum- 
Itances,  by  quarreling  with  auxi¬ 
liaries,  who  vcere  nearly  as  nu¬ 
merous  and  powerful  as  their  own 
forces.  Allowances  were  necefla- 
rily  to  be  made  for  a  difference  of 
manners,  opinions,  and  even  ideas 
of  military  rules  and  fervice. 
Without  opening  any  general 
ground  of  diflike  or  quarrel,  it  re¬ 
quired  all  the  conftancy,  and  all 
that  admirable  equanimity  of  tem¬ 
per  which  diftinguifh  General 
Howe’s  charafter,  to  reftrain  the 
operation  of  thofe  picques,  jealou- 
lies,  and  animofities,  the  effects  of 
national  pride,  emulation,  and  a 
difference  of  manners,  which  no 
wifdom  could  prevent  from  fpring- 
ing  up  in  the  two  armies. 

It  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  the 
devaftation  and  diforders  prailifed 
by  the  Heffians,  fhould  not  operate 
in  feme  degree  in  their  example 
upon  the  Britifh  troops.  It  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  punifli- 
ed  enormities  on  the  one  fide, 
which  were  pradifed  without  re- 
ferve  or  apprehenfion  on  the  other. 
Every  fuccefsful  deviation  from  or¬ 
der  and  difeipline  in  war,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  and  fpeedily  followed  by 
others  ftill  greater.  No  relaxation 
can  take  place  in  either  without 
the  moft  ruinous  confequences. 
The  foldier,  who  at  firft  ftirinks 
at  trifling  exceffes,  will  in  a  little 
time,  if  they  pafs  without  queftion, 
proceed,  without  hefitation,  to  the 
greaieft  enormities. 

From  hence  fprung  the  clamour 
raifed  in  America  of  the  defolation 
which  was  fpread  through  the  Jer- 
feys,  and  which  by  taking  in 
friends  and  moderate  men,  as  well 
enemies,  did  great  injuiy  to 
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the  royal  caufe,  uniting  the  latter 
more  firmly,  and  urging  to  acti¬ 
vity,  or  detaching,  many  of  the 
former.  Nor  could  the  elteCl  be 
confined  to  the  immediate  fuflerers ; 
the  exaggerated  details  which  were 
publifhed  of  thcfe  enormities, 
ferving  to  imbitter  the  minds  of 
men  exceedingly  through  all  the 
colonies.  Thefe  accounts  being 
alfo  tranfmitted  to  Europe,  feemed 
in  fome  degree  to  affeCl  our  nati¬ 
onal  character;  in  France  particu¬ 
larly,  where  the  people  in  general, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
conteit,  have  been  itrongly  Ameri¬ 
can,  they  were  readily  received 
and  willingly  credited.  Among 
other  enormities  which  received 
the  cenfure  of  our  neighboiirs  in 
that  country,  the  deftruCtion  of 
the  public  library  at  Trenton,  and 
of  the  college  and  library  at 
Princetown,  together  with  a  cele¬ 
brated  orrery  made  by  Rittenhoufe, 
faid  to  be  the  bell  and  finell  in  the 
world,  were  brought  as  charges  of 
a  Gothic  barbarity,  which  waged 
war  even  with  literature  and  the 
fciences. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  taking 
of  New  York,  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city  and  ifland,  prefented  a 
petition  to  Lord  and  General  Howe, 
the  commifiioners  for  relloring 
peace  to  the  colonies,  figned  by 
Daniel  Horfemanden,  Oliver  De 
Lancy,  and  94.6  others,  declaring 
their  allegiance,  and  their  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  Conjlitutional  Su¬ 
premacy  of  G^eat-Britain  over  the 
colonies  ;  and  praying,  that  in 
purfuance  of  the  former  declara¬ 
tions  ilTued  by  the  Commiffioners, 
that  city  and  county  might  be  re- 
llored  to  his  Majefty’s  peace  and 
protection. 

This  petition  to  the  Commiffi- 
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oners  was  followed  by  another  to 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  free¬ 
holders  and  inhabitants  of  Queen’s 
County  in  Long  Ifland.  It  w'as 
obferved  of  thefe  petitions,  that 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  Con- 
llicutional  Supremacy  in  one,  and 
of  the  Conllituiional  Authority,  of 
Great-Britain  in  the  other,  were 
very  guardedly  exprefied,  all  men¬ 
tion  of  parliament  being  omitted, 
and  the  great  queilion  of  uncondi¬ 
tional  fubmilTion  left  totally  at 
large.  It  is  alfo  remarkable,  that 
though  the  inhabitants  of  York 
Ifland  and  Queen’s  County,  be- 
fides  raifinga  confiderable  body  of 
troops  for  the  King’s  fervice,  and 
eflablifhing  a  llrong  militia  for  the 
common  defence,  had  given  every 
other  teflimony  of  their  loyalty 
which  could  be  expeCled  or  wifhed, 
yet  thefe  petitions  were  not  attend¬ 
ed  to,  nor  were  they  rellored  to 
thofe  rights  which  they  expeCted 
in  confequence  of  the  declarations, 
as  well  as  of  the  late  law  for  the 
appointment  of  Commifiioners. 

The  critical  fituation  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  a  night  or  two’s 
froll  would  have  laid  open  to  the 
Britifh  forces,  obliged  the  Con- 
grefs,  about  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
to  confult  their  own  fafety  by  re¬ 
tiring  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland. 
In  this  flate  of  external  danger, 
the  diffentions  which  fprung  up 
among  themfelves  were  not  lefs 
alarming  to  the  Americans.  We 
have  formerly  fhevvn  that  the  de¬ 
claration  of  independency  had  met 
with  a  flrong  oppofition  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  not  only  from  thofe  who 
were  called  or  confidered  as  Tories, 
but  from  many,  who  in  all  other 
matters  had  been  among  the  moll 
forward  in  oppofing  the  claims  of 
the  crown  and  parliament.  Tht 
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carrying  of  the  quellion  by  a  great 
majority  throughout  the  province, 
was  far  from  leffening  the  biiternefs 
of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  amongft 
whom  were  moil  of  the  Quakers^  a 
great  and  powerful  body  in  that 
colony ;  fo  that  the  difcontented  in 
this  bufinefs,  forgetting  \in  the 
prefent  their  ancient  animofity, 
with  all  its  operating  caufes,  coa- 
lefced  with  the  Tories  or  loyalifls, 
whom  they  had  formerly  perfe- 
cuted,  and  coniidered  as  betrayers, 
and  inveterate  enemies  of  their 
country,  thus  compofing  all  toge¬ 
ther  a  very  formidable  party. 

In  confequence  of  this  dilTentlon, 
and  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  rebel¬ 
lious  arms  during  the  greaser  part 
of  the  >tampaign,  which  difpofed 
many  to  look  to  their  fafety,  a  Mr. 
Galloway,  the  family  of  Allens, 
with  other  leading  men,  either  in 
Penfylvania  or  the  Jerfeys,  feme 
of  whom  had  been  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  fled  to  the  Commiflion- 
er^  at  New  York,  to  claim  the  be¬ 
nefits  of  the  general  pardon  which 
had  been  ofl'ered  ;  expecting,  as 
matters  then  flood,  to  return  fpee- 
dily  home  in  triumph.  Thefe 
were,  however,  much  lefs  trouble- 
fome  and  dangerous  to  the  Ameri- 
cans,  than  thofe  who  kept  their 
ground,  who  were  fo  numerous  and 
powerful,  that  upon  the  approach 
of  the  Britifli  forces  to  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  they  prevented  the  order  for 
fortifying  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
from  being  carried  into  execution. 
This  eccentric  and  alarming  move¬ 
ment  in  the  feat  of  life  andad.ion, 
obliged  General  Wafhington,  weak 
as  he  was,  to  detach  three  regT 
ments,  under  the  command  of  I-.ord 
Stirling,  cfledually  to  quell  the 
oppofition  of  that  party,  and  to 
give  efficacy  to  the  mealure  of  for¬ 


tifying  the  city.  This  decifive 
condud  anfvvered  all  its  purpofes, 
except  that  of  fortifying  the  city, 
a  deflp-n  which  feems  to  have  been 

O 

abandoned  as  not  pradicable,  or 
not  neceffary  at  that  time. 

As  the  Tea  Ton  grew  too  fevere  to 
keep  the  field,  and  the  frofls  were 
not  yet  fufliciently  fet  in  for  the 
pafTage  of  the  Delaware,  it  became 
neceflarv  towards  the  middle  of 
December  to  put  the  Britifh  and 
auxiliary  forces  under  cover.  They 
were  accordinpiv  thrown  into 
great  cantonments,  forming  an 
extenfive  chain  from  Brunfvvick  on 
the  Raritoa  to  the  Delav/are,  oc¬ 
cupying  not  only  the  towns,  ports, 
and  villages,  which  came  within  a 

O 

liberal  defeription  of  that  line, 
but  thofe  alfo  on  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  for  feveral  xHiles,  fo  that 
the  latter  compofed  a  front  at  the 
end  of  the  line,  which  looked  over 
to  Penfylvania. 

Things  were  now  in  fuch  a  litu- 
ation,  that  there  feemed  to  be  as 
littleprobabiiity  of  interrupting  the 
defigns,  or  endangering  the  fecu- 
rity  on  the  one  fide,  as  of  renew¬ 
ing  the  fpirit,  or  retrieving  the 
weaknefs,  on  the  other,  in  this 
ftate  of  affairs,  a  bold  and  fpirited 
enterprize,  which  (hewed  more  of 
brilliancy  than  real  efl'ed  in  its  firft 
appearance,  became  capable  in  its 
confequences  of  changing  in  a  great 
meafure  the  whole  fortune  of  the 
the  war.  Such  extraordinary  ef* 
feds  do  fmall  events  produce,  in. 
that  lafl  and  mort  uncertain  of  hu¬ 
man  decifions. 

Colonel  Rail,  a  brave  and  ex¬ 
perienced  officer,  was  ftationed 
with  a  brigade  of  Heflians,  confift- 
ing  of  three  battalions,  with  a  few 
Britifh  light-horfe,  and  50  chaf- 
feurs,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
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14  or  1500  men,  at  Trenton,  up¬ 
on  the  Delaware,  being  the  highell 
poll  which  the  royal  army  occupied 
upon  ihat  river.  Colonel  Donop, 
with  another  brigade,  lay  at  Bor- 
dentown,  a  few  miles  lower  down 
the  river;  and  at  Burlington, 
ftill  lower,  and  within  twenty 
miles  of  Philadelphia,  a  third 
body  was  polled.  The  corps  at 
Trenton,  as  well  as  the  others, 
partly  from  the  knowledge  they 
had  of  the  weaknefs  of^the  enemy, 
and  partly  from  the  contempt  in 
which  they  held  him,  confidered 
themfelves  in  as  perfecl  a  Hate  of 
fecuritv,  as  if  they  had  been  upon 
garrifcn  duty  in  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  in  a  time  of  the  profoundell 
peace.  It  is  faid,  and  feems  pro¬ 
bable,  that  this  fuppofed  fecurity, 
increafed  that  licence  and  laxity  of 
difcipline,  of  which  we  have  before 
taken  notice,  and  produced  an  in¬ 
attention  to  the  poffibility  of  a 
furpri'ze,  which  no  fuccefs  or  fiua- 
tion  can  jukify  in  the  vicinity  of 
an  enemy,  however  weak  or  con¬ 
temptible. 

Thefe  circumkances,  if  they 
really  exlked,  feem  not  to  have 
efcapedj  the  vigilance  of  General 
Walhington.  But,  exclulive  of 
thefe,  he  fully  faw  and  compre¬ 
hended  the  danger  to  w'hich  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  the  whole  province 
would  be  inevitably  expofcd,  as 
foon  as  theDelaware  was  thorou'^h- 
ly  covered  with  ice,  if  the  enemy, 
by  retaining  pokelkon  of  the  oppo- 
fice  fhore,  w^re  at  hand  to  profit 
of  that  circurnkance,  whilk  he  was 
utterly  incapable  of  oppofing  them 
in  the  field. 

,  To  ward  off  this  danger,  he  with 
equal  boldnefs  and  ability  formed 
a  defign  to  prevent  the  enemy,  by 
beating  up  their  quarters ;  intend¬ 
ing  to  remedy  tke  deficiency  of 


fo  I'ce  by  the  manner  of  applying 
it  ;  by  bringing  it  nearly  to  a 
point  ;  and  by  attacking  unex- 
pedledly  and  feparately  thofe  bo¬ 
dies  which  he  could  not  venture  to 
encounter  if  united.  If  the  defign 
fucceeded  only  in  part,  it  might, 
however,  induce  the  enemy  to  con- 
trad  their  cantonments,  and  to 
quit  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  when 
they  found  it  was  not  a  fufficient 
barrier  to  cover  their  quarters  from 
inlult  and  danger  ;  thus  obtaining 
that  fecurity  for  Philadelphia, 
which,  at  prefent,  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objefl  of  his  attention. 

For  this  purpofe,  General  Wafh- 
ington  took  the  necekary  meafures 
for  akembling  his  forces  (which 
confiked  mokly  of  drafts  from  the 
militia  of  Penfylv^nia  and  Virgi¬ 
nia)  in  three  divifions,  each  of 
which  was  to  arrive  at  its  appointed 
kation  on  the  Delaware,  as  foon 
after  dark,  and  with  as  little  noife, 
as  pofiibJe,  on  the  night  of  Chrik- 
mas  day.  Two  of  thefe  divifions 
were  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Erwing  and  Cadwalla- 
der,  the  firk  of  which  was  to  pafs 
the  river  at  Trenton  Ferry,  about 
a  mile  below  the  town,  and  the 
other  kill  iow'er  towards  Borden- 
town.  The  principal  body  was 
commanded  by  Mr.  Wakiington 
in  perfon,  afiiiled  by  the  Generals 
Sullivan  and  Green,  and  confiked 
of  about  2500  men,  provided  with 
a  train  of  20  fmall  brafs  field 
pieces. 

With  this  body  he  arrived  at 
M‘Kenky’s  Ferry,  about  nine 
miles  above  Trenton,  at  the  time 
appointed,  hoping  to  be  able  to 
pafs  the  divifion  and  artillery  over 
by  midnight,  and  that  it  would 
then  be  no  difficulty  to  reach  that 
place  long,  before  daylight,  and 
effcutualiy  to  furprize  BalPs  bri¬ 
gade* 
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,gade.  The  river  was,  however, 
io  incumbered  with  ice,  that  it  was 
with  ereat  difficulty  the  boats  could 
make  their  way  through,  which, 
with  the  extreme  feverity  of  the 
weather,  retarded  their  paffiage  fo 
much,  that  it  was  near  four 
o’clock  before  it  was  compleated. 
They  were  Hill  equally  delayed 
and  incommoded  in  the  march  by 
a  violent  llorni  of  fnow  and  hail, 
which  rendered  the  way  fo  flippery, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  they 
reached  the  place  of  deilination  by 
eight  o’clock. 

The  detachment  had  been  form- 
ed  in  two  divifions  immediately 
upon  paffing  the  river,  one  of 
which,  turning  to  the  right,  took 
the  lower  road  to  Trenton,  whilit 
the  other,  with  General  Wauiing- 
ton,  proceeded  along  the  upper, 
or  Pennington  road.  Notwith- 
ifanding  the  delays  they  met,  and 
the  advanced  date  of  daylight,  the 
Heffians  had  no  knowledge  of  their 
approach,  until  an  advanced  pod, 
at  fome  didance  from  the  town, 
was  attacked  by  the  upper  divilion, 
the  lower,  about  the  fame  time, 
driving  in  the  butguards  on  their 
iide.  The  regitnent  of  Rail,  hav¬ 
ing  been  detached  to  fupport  the 
picket  which  was  fird  attacked, 
was  thrown  into  dlicrcicr  by  the 
retreat  of  chat  party,  and  obliged 
to  rejoin  the  main  body.  Coionei 
Rail  now  bravely  charged  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  being  foon  mortally 
wounded,  the  troops  were  thrown 
into  dilbrder  after  a  ihorc  engage¬ 
ment,  and  driven  from  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  which  condded  only  of  fix 
battalion  brafs  held  pieces.  7'hus 
overpowered,  and  nearly  furround- 
ed,  after  an  ineffedual  attempt  to 
retreat  to  Princetown,  the  three 
regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsberg,  and 
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Knyphaufen,  found  themfelves  un» 
der  the  unfortunate  ncceffity  of  fur¬ 
rendering  prifoners  of  war. 

As  the  road  along  the  river-fide 
to  Bordentovvn  led  from  that  part 
of  Trenton  mod  remote  from  the 
enemy,  the  light  horfe,  chalfeurs, 
a  confiderable  number  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  men,  with  fome  few  officers, 
made  their  efcape  that  way.  It  is 
alfo  faid,  that  a  number  of  the 
Heffians  who  had  been  out  maraud¬ 
ing  in  the  country,  and  according¬ 
ly  abfent  from  their  duty  that 
morning,  found  the  fame  refuge, 
whild  their  crime  was  covered  un¬ 
der  the  common  misfortune. 

The  iofs  of  the  Heffians  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  very  inconfider- 
able,  not  exceeding  30  or  40  at 
the  mod  ;  that  on  the  other  fide 
was  too. trifling  to  be  mentioned  ; 
the  whole  number  of  priloners 
amounted  t0  9iS.  Thus  w'as  one 
part  of  General  Wafliington’s  pro- 
jeft  crowned  with  fuccefs  ;  but  the 
two  others  failed  in  the  execution, 
the  quantity  of  ice  being  fo  great, 
that  the  diviflons  under  Erwing 
and  Cadwallader,  found  the  river, 
where  they  directed  their  attempts, 
impaifable.  Jf  this  had  not  been 
the  cafe,  and  that  the  fird,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  his  indrutlions,  had  been 
able  to  have  poflefled  the  bridge 
over  Trenton  Creek,  not  one  of 
thofe  who  made  their  way  tO;  Bor- 
deritown  could  haveefcaped.  But 
if  the  defign  had  taken  effeT  in  all 
its  parts,  and  the  three  divificns 
had  joined  after  the  aflair  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  it  feems  probable  that  they 
would  have  fwept  all  the  pods  oti 
the  river  before  them.  . 

As  things  w'ere.  General  Wafli- 
ington  could  not  proceed  any  fur¬ 
ther  in  the  profecution  of  his  de- 
fign.  The  force  he  had  with  him 
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was  far  from  being  able  even  to 
maintain  its  ground  at  Trenton, 
there  being  a  Itrong  body  of  light 
infantry  within  a  few  miles  at 
Princetown,  which  by  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  Donop’s  brigade,  or  other 
bodies  from  the  nearell  canton¬ 
ments,  would  have  foon  over¬ 
whelmed  his  little  army.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  repaired  the  Delaware 
the  fame  evening,  carrying  with 
him  the  prifoners,  who,  with  their 
artillery  and  colours,  afforded  a 
day  of  new  and  joyful  triumph  at 
Philadelphia. 

I'his  fmall  fuccefs  wonderfully 
raifed  the  ipiritsof  the  Americans. 
It  is  an  odd,  but  a  general  dilpo- 
lition  in  mankind,  to  be  much 
more  afraid'  of  thofe  whom  they 
do  not  know,  than  of  thole  with 
whom  they  are  acquainted.  Dif¬ 
ference  of  drefs,  of  arms  (though 
lefs  ufeful),  of  complexion,  beard, 
colour  of  the  hair  or  eyes,  wdth  the 
general  manner,  air,  and  counte¬ 
nance,  have  at  different  times  had 
furprifing  effedls  upon  brave,  dif- 
ciplined,  and  experienced  armies. 
The  Heffians  had  hitherto  been 
very  terrible  to  the  Americans ;  and 
the  taking  of  a  whole  brigade  of 
them  prifoners,  feem^d  fo  incredi¬ 
ble,  that  at  the  very  time  they  were 
marching  into  Philadelphia,  peo¬ 
ple  were  contending  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  that  the  whole 
Itory  was  a  fidlion,  and  indeed  that 
it  could  not  be  true.  The  charm 
was  now,  however,  diffolved,  and 
the  Heffians  were  no  longer  terri¬ 
ble.  In  the  mean  time  General 
Walhingron  was  reinforced  by  fe- 
veral  regiments  from  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  as  well  as  with  feveral 
new  bodies  of  the  Penfylvania 
militia,  who,  with  thofe  of  that 
province  already  under  his  com- 
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mand,  were  much  didingulfhed  in 
the  hard  fervice  of  the  enfuing  w'in- 
ter  campaign. 

The  furprize  at  Trenton  did  not 
excite  lefs  amazement  in  the  Bri-- 
tifh  and  auxiliary  quarters,  than  it 
did  joy  in  thofe  of  the  Americans. 
Blame  was  loofely  fcattered  every 
where.  That  three  old  eftahliflied 
regiments,  of  a  people  who  make 
w'ar  their  profeffion,  fhould  lay 
down  their  arms  to  a  ragged  and 
undifciplined  militia,  and  that 
with  fcarcely  any  lofs  on  eitli^ef 
fide,  feemed  an  event  of  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary  a  nature,  that  it  gave  full 
fcope  to  tlie  operation  of  conjec¬ 
ture,  fufpicion,  cenfure,  and  ma¬ 
lignity,  as  different  tempers  were 
differently  affected. 

The  General  was  blamed  for 
laying  fo  extenfive  a  chain  of  can¬ 
tonments  ;  Rail  was  condemned 
for  marching  out  of  the  town  to 
meet  the  enemy  ;  and  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  Heffians,  in  genera],  did 
not  rife  in  the  opinion  of  their  al¬ 
lies. 

As  to  the  firft,  the  General  had 
forefeen  the  objedtion,  but  he  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  vveaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  the  good  difpofition  of  the 
inhabitants,  the  confiderable  force 
which  was  fiationed  in  the  ad¬ 
vanced  polls,  and  was  befides  in¬ 
fluenced  by  a  defire  to  cover  and 
proted  the  county  of  Monmouth, 
where  a  great  number  of  the  people 
were  well  affeded  to  the  royal 
caufe.  It  may  be  added,  that  per¬ 
haps  no  line  of  cantonment  or 
pods  can  be  contrived  fo  compad 
and  fecure,  as  not  to  admit  the 
poflibility  of  an  impreffion  in  fome 
one  part,  by  a  force  much  inferior 
to  the  aggregate  power  of  the  de- 
fenfi  ve. 

With  refped  to  Colonel  Rail, 

if 
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if  the  charge  againft  him  was  well 
founded,  his  mifcondufl  fprung 
from  an  error,  which  was  general¬ 
ly  prevalent  among  the  officers  and 
men  both  of  the  Britifh  and  Hef- 
fian  forces.  The  faft  is,  that  from 
the  fucceffes  of  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  vaft  fuperiority 
which  they  perceived  in  them felves 
in  every  aflion,  they  had  held  the 
Americans  in  too  great  contempt 
both  as  men  and  as  foldiers and 
were  too  apt  to  attribute  thofe  ad¬ 
vantages  to  fome  extraordinary,  per- 
fonal  virtue  and  excellence,  which 
were  in  reality  derived  from  the 
concurrence  of  a  number  of  other, 
and  very  different  caufea;  from 
military  fkill,  experience,,  and  dif- 
cipline ;  from  the  fuperior  excel¬ 
lence  of  their  fmall  arms,  artillery, 
and  of  all  other  engines,  furniture, 
and  fupplie&,  neceffary  for  war; 
and  flill  more  particularly,  to  a 
better  fupply,  and  a  more  dexter¬ 
ous  and  effective  ufe  of  bayonets, 
which  gave  them  a  great  fuperiori¬ 
ty  over  the  Americans,  who  were 
poorly  furnifhed  with  this  kind  of 
arms,  and  were  by  no  means  ex¬ 
pert  in  the  ufe  of  them. 

The  alarm  now  fpread,  induced 
the  Britifh  apd  auxiliary  troops  im¬ 
mediately  to  affemble,  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Grant,  with  the  forces  at 
Brunfwick  and  that  quarter,  to  ad¬ 
vance  fpeedily  to  Princetown ; 
whilfl  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had 
gone  to  New  York  in  his  v/ay  to 
England,  found  it  neceffary  to  de- 
fer  his  voyage,  and  return  polt  to 
the  defence  of  the  Jerfeys.  They 
were  not  now  without  an  enemy  to 
encounter,  for  General  Wafhing- 
tOH,;  encouraged  by  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  he  had  received,  had  again 
pafTed  the  Del  aware,  and  was  wi  th 
hia  whole  force  at  Trenton . 


Lord  Cornwallis  march-  r  _ 
ed  immediately  to  attack  j-  _  ^ 
theenemy,  whom  he  found 
in  a  ftrong  pofition,  formed  at  the 
back  of  Trenton  Creek,  being  in 
poffeilion  of  the  bridge  and  other 
pafTages,  which  were  well  covered 
with  artillery.  After  feveral  fkir- 
raifhes  in  the  approach,  a  cannon¬ 
ade  enfued  on-  both  fides,  which 
continued  until  night.  A  brigade 
of  the  Britifh  troops  lay  that  night 
at  Maidenhead,  fix  miles  from 
Trenton,  and  another  upon  its 
march  from  Brunfwick,  confining 
of  the  17th,  the  40th,  and  5!;th 
regiments,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Mawhood,  were 
at  Princetown,  about  the  fame  di- 
llance  beyond  Maidenhead. 

In  this  fituation  on  both  fides,. 
General  Wafhington,  who  was  far 
from  intending  to  rifque  a  battle, 
having  taken  the  necelfary  precau¬ 
tion  of  keeping  up  the  fires,  and 
every  other  appearance  of  ftill  oc¬ 
cupying  his  camp,  and  leaving 
fmall  parties  to- go  the  rounds,  and 
guard  the  bridge  and  the  fords, 
withdrew  the  reft  of  his  forces  in 
the  dead  of  night,  and  with  the 
moft  profound  filence.  They 
marchsed  with  fuch  expeditiom  to¬ 
wards  Princetown',  that  though 
they  took  a  large  circuit  by  Allenf- 
town,  partly  to  get  clear  of  the 
Trenton,  or  AlTampink  Creek, 
and  partly  to  avoid  the  brigade 
which  lay  at  Maidenhead,  their 
van  fell  in  at  funrife  the  next 
morning  with  Colonel  Mawhood, 
who  had  juft  begun  his  march. 
That  officer  not  having  the  fmalleil 
idea  of  their  force,  the  fogginefs 
of  the  morning,  or  circumftaflces 
of  the  ground,  preventing  him 
from  feeing  its  extent,  confidered 
it  only  as  the  attempt  of  fome  fly¬ 
ing 
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ing  party  to  interrupt  his  march, 
and  having  eahly  dirperfed  thoie 
by  whom  he  was  firlt  attacked, 
puihed  forwards  without  further 
apprehenfion .  But  in  a  little  time, 
he  not  only  found  that  the  17th  re¬ 
giment  which  he  led,  was  attacked 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  force, 
but  that  it  was  alfo  feparated  and 
cut  off  from  the  reil  of  the  brip-ade, 
whilif  he  difcovercd,  by  the  conti¬ 
nued  aidant  firing,  that  the  55th, 
which  immediately  followed,  was 
not  in  better  circumflances. 

Jn  this  trying  and  dangerous 
fituation,  the  brave  commander, 
and  his  equally  brave  regiment, 
have  gained  immortal  honour.  Af¬ 
ter  a  violent  conflidi:,  and  the 
greated  repeated  exertions  of  cou¬ 
rage  and  difcipline,  they  at  length, 
by  dint  of  bayonet,  forced  their 
way  through  the  tliicked  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  and  purfued  their  march 
to  Maidenhead  undidurbed.  The 
55th  regiment  was  little  lefs  prelf- 
ed,  and  finding  it  impoffible  to 
continue  its  march,  with  great  re- 
folution  made  good  its  retreat,  and 
returned  by  the  way  of  Hilllborough 
to  Brunfwick.  The  40th  regi¬ 
ment,  which  was  dill  at  Prince- 
town  when  the  adlion  began,  luf- 
fered  lefs  than  the  others,  and  re¬ 
tired  By  another  road  to  the  fame 
place.  The  enemy  acknowledged 
that  nothing  could  exceed  the  gal¬ 
lant  behaviour  of  the  corps  under 
Mawhood. 

Though  the  number  killed,  con- 
fidering  the  nature  and  warmth 
of  the  engagements,  was  not  fo 
confideralsle  as  might  have  been 
expected  j  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
the  three  regiments  fuffered  fevere- 
ly  ;  their  lofs  in  prifoners  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  200  ;  the  killed  and 
wounded  were  much  few'er.  The 


Artjcricans  had  many  more  killed^ 
amoncf  v\liom  were  fome  brave  of- 
ficers,  particularly  a  General  Mer¬ 
cer,  belonging  to  Virginia,  whd 
was  much  edeemed  and  lamented. 

It  cannot  efcape  the  oblervation 
of  any  perd'n  who  has  attended  to 
the  circumdanccs  of  this  war,  that 
the  number  dain  on  the  fide  of  the 
Americans,  has  in  general  greatly 
exceeded  that  in  the  royal  army; 
Though  every  defedl  in  military 
Iklll,  experience,  judgment,  con- 
du6t,  and  mechanical  habit,  will 
in  fome  degree  account  for  this  cir-. 
cumdance,  yet  perhaps  it  may  be 
more  particularly  attributed  to  the 
imperfed;  loading  of  their  pieces 
in  the  hurry  of  adion,  than  to  any 
other  caufe  ;  a  defeft,  of  all  others^ 
the  molk  fatal  ;  the  mod  difficult  to 
be  remedied  in  a  new  army  ;  andi 
to  which  even  veterans  are  not  fut- 
ficiently  attentive.  To  this  may 
alfo  be  added  the  various  make  of 
their  fmall  arms,  which  being  pro¬ 
cured,  as  chance  or  opportunity 
favoured  them,  from  remote  and 
different  quarters,  were  equally 
different  in  fize  and  bore,  which 
rendered  their  being  fitted  with 
ball  upon  any  general  Icale  im- 
prafticable. 

This  aftive  and  unexpefled 
movement,  with  its  fpirited  con- 
fequences,  immediately  recalled 
Lord  Cornwallis  from  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  who  was,  not  without  rea- 
fon,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the 
troops  and  magazines  at  Brunf¬ 
wick,  The  Americans,  dill  avoid- 
ing  a  general  adlion,  and  fatisfied 
with  their  prefent  advantages* 
eroded  the  Milldone  river,  with¬ 
out  any  further  attempt.  In  a  fe\V 
days,  however,  they  overrun  Had 
Jerfey  as  well  as  the  Weft,  fpread- 
ing  themfelves  over  the  Rariton, 
[jS]  2  eVea 
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even  into  Effex  county,  where,  by 
feizing  Nev\'ark,  Elizabeth  Town, 
and  Wood  bridge,  they  became 
maders  ot  the  coalt  oppofite  to 
Staten  Ifland.  Their  principal 
polls  were  taken  and  llrengthened 
with  fo  much  judgment,  that  it  w'as 
not  pradlicable  to  diflodge  them. 
The  royal  army  retained  only  the 
two  polls  of  Brunfvvick  and  Am¬ 
boy,  the  one  lituated  a  few  miles 
up  the  Rariton,  the  other  on  a  point 
ot  land  at  its  mouth,  and  both 
holding  .an  open  communication' 
with  New  York  by  fea. 

Thus  by  a  few  well  concerted 
and  fpirited  actions,  was  Phila¬ 
delphia  faved,  Penfylvania  freed 
from  danger,  the  Jerfeys  nearly 
recovered,  and  a  vidorious  and  far 
fuperiorarmy,  reduced  to  aft  upon 
the  defenfive,  and  for  feveral 
months  retrained  within  very  nar- 
r®vv  and  inconvenient  limits. 
Thefe  aftions,  and  the  fudden  re¬ 
covery  from  the  loweH  date  of 
weaknefs  and  diflrefs,  to  become 
a  formidable  enemy  in  the  field, 
raifed^  the  charadter  of  General 
W’^afhington,  as  a  commander,  ve¬ 
ry  high  both  in  Europe  and  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  with  his  preceding  and 
fubfequent  conduft,  ferve  all  toge¬ 
ther,  to  give  a  fanftion  to  that  ap¬ 
pellation,  wnhich  is  now  pretty  ge¬ 
nerally  applied  to  him,  of  the 
American  Fabius. 

Nor  was  this  change  of  affairs  to 
be  attributed  to  any  error  in  the  ■ 
Britilh  Generals,  or  fault  in  the 
troops  which  they  commanded  j 
bfet  depended  entirely  upon  the 
happy  application  of  a  number  of 
powerful  and  concurring  circum- 
Itances,  v./hicli  were  far  beyond 
their  reach  or  controul.  Though 
many  of  thefe  were  forefeen  and 
pointed  out,  By  thole  who  from 
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the  beginning,  either  oppofed  in 
public,  or  regretted  in  private, 
this  war,  and  that  others  arc  now 
obvious  to  every  body,  it-may  nor, 
however,  he  amifs  to  fpecify  fome' 
of  thofe  caules  which  clogged  it 
with  particular  difficulties.  , 
Among  the  principal  of  thefe 
may  be  conhdered  the  vaft  extent 
of  that  continerit,  with  its  unufual 
dillribution  into  great  trafts  of  cul¬ 
tivated  and  favage  territory  ;  the 
long  extent  of  fea  coall  in  front, 
and  the  boundlefs  vvaftes  at  the 
back  of  the  inhabited  countries, 
affording  refource  or  ihelter  in  all 
circumilances  •  the  numberlefs  in- 
acceffible  polls,  and  Erong  natural 
barriers,  formed  by  the  various 
combinations  of  woods,  mountains, 
rivers,  lakes,  and  marlhes.  All 
thefe  properties  and  circumflances, 
with  others  appertaining  to  the 
climates  and  feafons,  may  be  faid' 
Co  fig'll t  the  battles  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  fuch  countries  in  a  defen¬ 
five  war.  To  thefe  may  be  added 
others  lefs  local.  The  unexpefted 
union,  and  unknown  flrength  of 
the  colonies ;  the  judicious  appllca- ' 
tion  of  that  flrength,  by  fuiting 
the  defence  to  the  nature,  genius, 
and  ability,  of  the  people,  as  well 
as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  thereby  rendering  it  a 
war  of  polls,  furprizes,  and  ikir- 
milhes,  inflead  of  a  war  of  battles. 
To  all  thefe  may  be  added,  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  not  being  bridled  by  ftrong 
cities,  nor  fettered  by  luxury  to 
thofe  which  w'ere  othervvife,  fb 
that  the  reduftion  of  a  capital  had 
no  effieft  upon  the  rell  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  the  array  could  retain 
no  more  territory  than  what  it  oc¬ 
cupied,  which  was  again  loft  as 
foon  as  it  departed  to  another 
quarter. 

During 
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Daring  the  remaining  winter, 
and  tlie  whole  of  the  fpring,  the 
army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  conti¬ 
nued  much  flraitened  at  Brunfwick 
and  Amboy,  the  troops  undergo¬ 
ing,  with  the  greateft  perfeverance 
and  refolution,  the  hardfliips  of  a 
moft  fevere  and  unremitting  duty, 
whild  their  r^nks  were  thinned  by 
a  continued  feries  of  flcirmilhes, 
which  w'ere  prod  unlive  of  no  real 
advantage  on  cither  hde,  other 
than  that  of  inurin?  the  Americans 
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to  military  fervice.  In  a  word, 
every  load  of  forage  which  was 
procured,  and  every  article  of  pro- 
vihon,  which  did  not  come  from 
New  York,  was  fought  of  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  of  blood. 

The  confequences  of  the  late  mi¬ 
litary  outrages  in  the  jerfeys  were 
levereiy  felt  in  the  prefent  change 
of  circumftances.  As  foon  as  for¬ 
tune  turned,  and  the  means  were 
in  their  power,  the  fulFerers  of  all 
parties,  the  well  difpofed  to  the 
rova!  caufe,  as  well  as  the  neutrals 
and  waverinc:,  now  rofe  as  a  man 
to  revenge  Jtheir  perfonal  injuries 
and  particular  opprelTions,  and  be¬ 
ing  goaded  by  a  keener  fpur,  than 
any  which  a  public  caufe,  or  gene¬ 
ra)  motive,  cciuld  have  excited,  be¬ 
came  its  bitterell  and  mod  deter¬ 
mined  enemies.  Thus  the  whole 
country,  with  too  few  exceptions, 
became  hv)ili1e;  thofe  who  were 
incapable  of  arms,  acting  as  fpics, 
and  keeping  a  continual  watch  for 
thofe  wlio  bore  them  ;  lo  that  the 
finalled  mot  on  could  not  be  made, 
without  its  being  expofed  and  dif- 
covered,  before  it  could  produce 
i's  intended  elfedt.  Such  were  the 
untoward  events,  that  in  the  winter 
daiiiped  the  hopes  of  a  vidlorious 
army,  and  nipped  the  laurels  of  a 
foregoing  profperous  campaign. 


We  have  formerly  had  occafion 
to  flievv,  the  bad  fuccefs  which  in¬ 
variably  attended  the  repeated  at¬ 
tempts  that  had  been  made,  of 
callino;  off  the  attention  and  force 
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of  the  fouthern  colonies  from  the 
fupport  of  the  general  alliance  to 
their  own  immediate  defence,  by 
involving  them  elFeddually  in  civil 
war  and  domeftic  contention,  either 
through  the  means  of  the  well 
affedded  in  general,  the  Regulators 
and  Highland  emigrants  in  the 
Carolinas,  or  of  the  Negroes  in 
Virginia.  We  have  alfo  taken 
fome  fmall  notice,  of  the  charge$ 
made  by  the  infurgents  in  fome  of 
thefe  provinces  againft  their  go¬ 
vernors,  of  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  favjges  down  to  further  thofe 
dehgns. 

The  failure  in  thefe  attempts, 
was  not  fuificient  to  damp  the  zeal 
of  the  Britifli  agents  among  the 
Indian  nations,  nor  to  render  them 
hopelefs  of  kill  performing  fome 
effenrial  fervice,  by  engaging  thefe 
people  to  make  a  diverfiou,  and  to 
attack  the  fouthern  colonies  in 
their  back  and  defencelefs  parts. 
The  Indians,  ever  light  in  adt  and 
faith,  greedy  of  prefents,  and 
eager  for  I'poil,  were  not  difficultly 
induced,  by  a  proper  application 
of  the  one,  and  the  hope  of  the 
other,  concurring  with  their  own 
natural  difpofition,  to  forget  the 
treaties  which  they  had  lately  con¬ 
firmed  or  renewed  with  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  10  engage  in  the  dehgn. 

It  was  held  out  to  them,  that  a 
Britifh  army  was  to  land  in  Welt 
Florida,  and  after  penetrating 
through  the  Creek,  Chickefaw, 
and  Cherokee  countries,  and  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  the  warriors  of  thofe 
nations,  they  were  jointly  to  in¬ 
vade  tlie  Carolines  and  Virginia, 
[R]  3  whilit 
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whilil  another  formidable  force  by 
fea  and  land,  was  to  make  a 
powerful  imprelTion  on  the  coalts, 
Circular  letters  to  the  fame  im¬ 
port,  were  fevit  by  Mr,  Stuart,  the 
principal  'agent  for  Indian  affairs, 
to  the  inliabitants  ot  the  back 
fettlements,  requiring  all  the  well- 
alfefted,  as  well  as  ail  thofe,  who 
were  willing  to  preferve  ihemfelves 
^nd  their  families  from  the  inevi¬ 
table  calamities  and  deilruclton  of 
?in  Indian  war,  to  be  in  readineis 
to  repair  to  the  royal  flandard,  as 
foon  as  it  was  erected  in  the  Che¬ 
rokee  country,  and  to  bring  with 
them  their  horfes,  cattle,  and 
provifions,  for  all  of  which  they 
were  promifed  payment.  They 
w'ere  likewife  required,  for  their 
preferu  fecuricy, ,  .and  future  clif- 
tiaflion  from  the  King’s  enemies, 
to  fubferibe  immediately  to  a 
written  paper,  declaratory  of  their 
nil  eg  i  a  nee. 

The  feheme  was  fo  plaufible, 
find  carried  fach  a  probability  of 
face'efs,  that  it  feemed  to  have  had 
a  very  extenfive  operation  upon 
the  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  and 
to  have  prepared  them  in  a  great 
meRfure  for  a  general  confederacy 
againfl  the  colonies.  Even  the 
fix  nations,  who  had  before  agreed 
to  the  obfervance  of  a  hridl  neutra¬ 
lity,  now  committed  feveral  fmali 
afts  of  hoflility,  which  were  after- 
v;ards  difowned  by  their  elders 
find  chiefs.  The  Creek  Indians, 
more  violent,  began  the  fouthern 
war  with  all  their  ufual  barbarity, 
until  fnding  that  the  expected 
fuccours  did  riot  arrive,  they,  with 
a  forefight  uncommon  among  In¬ 
dians,  ftopped  fuddenly  fliort,  and 
repenting  of  what  they  had  done, 
were,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  affairs, 
excufed  ;  and  being  after¬ 


wards  applied  to  for  affirtance  hy 
the  Cherokees,  returned  for  anKer, 
that  they,  the  latter,  had  plucked 
the  thorn  out  of  their  foot,  and 
were  welcome  to  keep  it. 

But  the  Cherokees  fell  upon 
the  adjoining  colonies  with  deter¬ 
mined  fury,  carrying,  for  a  part  of 
th.e  furnmer,  ruin  and  defolatiorr 
wherever  they  came,  fcalping  and 
flaughtering  the  people,  and  to¬ 
tally  deflroying  their  fettlements, 
I'hey  w'ere  foon,  however,  checked, 
and  feverely  experienced,  that 
things  were  much  altered,  fince 
the  time  of  their  former  warfare 
upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that 
the  martial  fpirit  now  prevalent  in 
the  colonies,  was  extended  to  their 
remoteH  fron'iers.  They  were 
•  not  only  rcpulfed  or  defei^ted  in 
every  aition,  by  the  neighbouring 
militia  of  V'irginia  and  the  Caro- 
linas,  but  purfued  into  their  own 
country,  where  their  towns  were 
demolilhed,  their  corn  deilroyed, 
and  their  warriors  thinned  in  re¬ 
peated  engagements,  until  the  nar 
tion  was  nearly  exterminated,  and 
the  wretched  furvivors  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  any  terms  preferibed 
by  the  viftors  ;  whilll  the  neigh-r' 
boufing  nations  of  Indians  were 
fiient  and  paffive  fpectators  of  their 
calamities. 

Nor  was  this  Indian  war  more 
fortunate,  with  refpedt  to  its  effed 
on  the  well-aiFefteu  in  thofe  quar-. 
ters  ;  who  are  not  only  faid,  tq 
a  man,  to  have  expreffed  the  utmoif 
averfion  to  the  authors,  and  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  cruelty  of  that 
meafure,  but  that  fome  of  the  chief 
leaders  of  the  tories,  avowed  a  re¬ 
cantation  of  their  former  prin¬ 
ciples,  merely  upon  that  account. 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  the  buftle 
and  danger  of  the  war,  and  when 

the 
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the  fcale  of  Fortune  feemed  to 
hang  heavily  againft  them,  by  the 
defeat  on  Long  Ifland,  and  the  re- 
dui^tion  of  New  York,  at  a  time 
when  a  great  and  invincible  force 
by  fea  and  land,  carried  difmay 
and  conqueft  wherever  it  diretfted 
its  courfe,  that  all  the^  members 
of  the  Congrels  ventured 
4"  to  fign  that  remarkable 
treaty  of  perpetual  compadl  and 
union  between  the  thirteen  revolted 
colonies,  which  lays  down  an  in¬ 
variable  fyftem  of  rules  or  law.s 
for  their  government  in  all  public 
cafes  with  refpecl  to  eacli  other  in 


peace  or  war,  and  is  alfo  extended 
to  their  commerce  with  foreign 
dates.  This  piece,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a  mod  dangerous 
fupplement  to  the  declaration  of 
independency,  was  publilhed  under 
the  title  of  articles  of  confedera¬ 
tion  and  perpetual  union  betweeji 
the  thirteen  fpecified  dates,  and 
has  fince  received,  as  the  neceffary 
forms  would  permit,  the  feparate 
ratification  of  eacli  colony.  Such 
was  in  general  the  date  of  affairs 
in  America  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1776. 


CHAP.  IT 


Slate  of  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Nenv  p£ers.  XShangz 
in  L  Ipartmnt  for  tU  education  of, he  Royal  Brother, 
augmentation  of  the  peerage  in  Ireland.  Diftreffe,  of  the  Hejl-hd,^ 
iftttds.  Depredations  of  the  American  crmzers.  ConduB  ohfermd  m 
the  French  and  Spanijh  ports.  Armaments.  Several  men 
mijfsoned.  Prefs.  Difpute  hetvjeen  the  city  of  London  and  the  Admiral ^ 
Jeount  of  John  the  Painter ;  he  burns  the  hemp-houfe  at  • 

fets  fire  to  'feme  houfes  at  Briftol.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addrejfes. 
Amendments  moojed.  Great  debates* 


TH  i  interval  that  elap^ 
during  the  recefs  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  not  much  checkered 
with  fuch  domedk  events  as  could 
.greatly  excite  the  atteRtion  of  the 
public.  As  war  feemed  now  as 
inevitable  as  it  was  fully  provided 
for,  the  narrow  alternative  which 
was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Commiffioners  affording  little  room 
for  other  expedlation,  the  attention 
of  the  nation  was  fufpended  for 
the  prefent,  and  people  only  looked 
forward  to  the  coniequences  of 
that  event.  Thofe  who  approved 
of  hodility,  faw  their  defires  now 
gratified  to  the  utmod,  and  thofe 
wiho  differed  with  them  in  opinion 


found  it  ufelefs  to  repine.  Thus, 
all  former  fubjedls  of  debate  and 
difeuflion  being  fwallowed  up  in 
the  final  decifion,  public  affairs 
feemed  to  be  fcarcely  thought  of, 
and  a  degree  of  dillnefs  prevailed 
among  the  people,  perhaps  un¬ 
equalled  in  any  country  or  age, 
during  the  rage  of  a  foreign  or 
domedic  warfare. 

War  is  feldom  unpopular  in 
this  country;  and  this  war  was 
attended  with  fome  circumdances 
which  feldom  have  accompanied 
any  other.  The  high  language  of 
authority,  dignity  and  fupreinacy, 
which  had  filled  the  mouths  of 
many  for  fome  years,  fed  the  va- 
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nity  of  thofe  who  could  not  eahly 
define,  or  who  perhaps  had  never 
fully  con^dered,  the  extent  of  the 
terms,  or  of  the  confequences 
which  they  were  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  ;  and  the  flattering  idea  of 
leflTening  the  national  burthens, 
by  an  American  revenue,  whilft  it 
was  fitted  to  the  comprehenflon  of 
the  meaned  capacity,  was  not  lefs 
effedive  in  its  operation  upon  thofe 
of  a  fuperior  clafs  and  order.  To 
the  powerful  principles  of  national 
Bride  and  avarice,  was  added  a 
laudable  difpofition  tofupport  thofe 
national  rights  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  invaded,  and  a  proper 
indignation  and  refentment  to  that 
ingratitude  and  infolence  which 
were  charged  upon  the  Americans, 
and  to  vvhich  only  the  prefent 
troubles  were  attributed  by  thofe, 
who  were  mofl  adive  in  fomenting 
the  principles  of  hofliliry,  which 
at  that  time  prevailed,  far  more 
than  they  had  done  at  the  begins 
liing  of  this  conteft. 

In  fuch  ci'rcumftances,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  a  majority  of 
the  people  gave  at  lead  a  kind  of 
tacit  approbation  to  the  war  ;  but 
as  it  was  not  attended  with  national 
antipathy  or  rivalfhip,  cdabliihed 
enmity,  or  even  a  prefent  compe¬ 
tition  for  glory,  they  did  not  fee! 
themfelves  fo  much  intereded  in 
its  fuccefs,  or  altogether  fo  anxious 
about  its  confequences,  as  they 
would  in  thofe  of  another  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  that  great  body 
of  the  people,  who  had  at  ail  times 
reprobated  the  rneafures  which  led 
to  the  prefent  troubles,  and  who 
confidered  them  as  not  lefs  dan- 
nerous  to  the  conditution,  than 
ruinous  to  the  power  and  glory  of 
the  nation,  could  not  be  luppofed 
Ihnguine  iu  their  wifnes  for  h 
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fuccefs,  which  they  deemed  liable 
to  more  fatal  confequences  than 
any  lofs  or  defeat.  The  great 
didance  of  the  feat  of  war,  alfo 
rendered  its  elfeds  lefs  interefling. 
For  didance  produces  in  fome 
degree  the  eife^l  of  time  with 
refpedl  to  fenfibility  ;  and  the 
daughter,  cruelties,  and  calamities, 
which  would  wring  the  heart  if 
they  happened  in  the  next  county, 
are  flightly  felt  at  three  or  four 
thoufand  miles  didance.  The 
didance  alfo  prevented  all  appre- 
henflon  of  immediate  danger  ;  the 
expences  of  the  conteft  were  not 
yet  fenfibly  felt ;  and  the  bulk  of 
mankind  never  think  of  remote 
confequences'. 

From  thefe,  and  other  caufes, 
a  general,  and  perhaps  blameable, 
carelefsnefs  and  indifference  pre¬ 
vailed  throughout  the  nation.  Nor 
W'as  it  eafily  roufed  from  this 
drowfy  apathy,  which  like  all 
other  habits  w'as  confirmed  by 
time.  For  when  at  length,  the 
American  cruizers,  not  only  fcour- 
ed  the  Atlantic  ocean,  but  fpread- 
ing  their  depredations  through  the 
European  feas,  brought  alarm  and 
hoftility  home  to  our  doors  ;  when 
the  dedruttion  which  befell  the 
homeward  bound  richly  laden 
Wed-India  fleets,  poured  equal 
ruin  upon  the  planters  in  the 
iflands  and  the  merchants  at  home  ; 
when  an  account  of  the  failure  of 
fome  capital  houfe  in  the  city, 
was  almod  the  news  of  ev"ery 
morning ;  even  in  that  date  of 
public  lofs  and  private  didrefs, 
an  unufual  phlegm  prevailed,  and 
the  fame  tranquil  countenance  and 
carelefs  unconcern  was  preferved, 
by  thofe  who  had  not  yet  partaken 
of  the  calamity.  A  circumdance 
Vi'hich  is  not  fufljciently  accounted 
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for,  even  from  the  vaft  numbers 
who  thought  themfelves  officially, 
or  by  connexion  bound,  to  give 
a  countenance  to  the  war  as  a  fa¬ 
vourite  court  meafure,  nor  the  (till 
greater  of  thofe  who  profited  by  its 
continuance. 

In  this  Hate  of  public  affairs 
and  difpofition  at  large,  adminiftra- 
tion  had  acquired  fuch  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  liability,  as  feemed  to 
render  them,  for  fome  confiderable 
time  to  come,  fuperior  to  the  frowns 
of  fortune.  Supported  by  an  irre- 
liflible  majority  in  parliament,  they 
were  already  armed  with  every 
power  which  they  were  capable  of 
defiring  or  wifhing  for  the  eltablifh*- 
ment  of  their  American  fyflem  ; 
whilfl,  as  the  nation  was  now  too 
deeply  engaged  in  their  meafures 
to  be  capable  of  retracing,  it 
would  be  found  equally  difficult  to 
commit  the  profecution  of  them 
to  any  other  hands.  Thus  the 
power  which  produced  the  mea- 
iures,  was  infured  during  their 
continuance.  Ail  apprehenfion 
from  the  oppofjiion  of  an  ill  united 
minority  had  been  long  worn  off ; 
and  it  feemed  now  rather  neceffary 
to  give  a  colour  and  fandlion  to 
their  proceedings,  by  recording 
the  vail  fuperiority  which  decided 
every  queliion  in  their  favour, 
than  as  at  all  capable  of  counter- 
afling,  or  even  impeding  their 
defigns. 

in  this  Hrong  Hate  of  fecurity, 
no  changes  took  place  among  the 
minillers.  Though  the  force  of 
government  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
feemed  to  require  no  addition, 
feveral  new  Peers  were  called  up 

Mqv  *  ^  before  the 

^  recefs.  The  Marquis 
‘  ‘  '  of  Carmarthen  (ibn  to 
the  Duk?  of  Leeds)  w^s  created 
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Baron  Ofborne ;  Lord  Polwarth 
(fon  to  the  Earl  of  Marchmont) 
Baron  Hume  ;  Lord  Mount  Stuart 
(fon  to  the  Earl  of  Bute)  Baroa 
Cardiff ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  Ba¬ 
ron  Hawke  j  Mr.  Onflow,  Baron 
Cranley  ;  Sir  Jeffery  AmherH,  Ba¬ 
ron  Amherll  ;  Sir  Brownlo.w  CuH, 
Baron  Broyvnlow ;  Mr.  George 
Pitt,  Baron  Rivers  ;  Mr.  Rider, 
Baron  Harrow'by  ;  and  Mr.  Foley, 
Baron  Foley.  The  Duchefs  of 
Hamilton  and  Argyll  was  created 
Baronefs  Hamilton,  with  defcent 
to  her  heirs  male.  Her  prefen t 
hufband,  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  had 
fome  time  before  obtained  theEng- 
lifh  barony  of  Sundridge. 

Of  thefe  new  creations,  two 
were  only  anticipations  of  honour, 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and 
Mr.  Onflow  being  already  in  im¬ 
mediate  fucceffion  to  the  peerage. 
Some  exceptions  were  taken  in  dif- 
courfes  and  writings,  on  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  Englifh  baronies  to  the 
Scotch  nobility,  or  the  immediate 
fucceffors  in  their  titles,  with  a 
view  of  enabling  them  to  fill  feats 
in  parliament.  It  was  urged  as  a 
very  difputable  meafure,  and  con- 
fidered  by  many  as  an  evafion,  if 
not  direbl  violation  of  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  union  between  the  two 
kingdoms;  yet  many  confider  it  as 
a  proceeding,  which  may  in  time 
be  prod udive  rather  of  fecurity 
than  danger  to  the  confiitution. 
For  whatever  influence  may  at  pre- 
fent  operate  upon  thofe  who  hold 
themfelves  under  an  immediate 
obligation  upon  that  account,  it 
will  of  courfe  wear  away  in  a  little 
time  with  them  or  their  fucceffors ; 
and  the  more  numerous  they  grow, 
the  lefs  liable  to  management ;  fo 
that  they  may  become  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  a  ballancc  to  the  fixteen  Peers, 
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who  under  the  name  and  form  of 
an-eledion,  are  avowedly  nomi¬ 
nated,  and  virtually  appointed  by 
the  Miniiler,  and  accordingly  con- 
■fidered  as  a  dead  weight  in  the 
fcaie  of  the  crown. 

Within  a  few  days  after 
the  recefs.,  an  unexpected 
change  took  place  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  education  of  the  royal 
brothers,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Bifhop  of  Ofnaburgh,  the  Earl 
of  Holdernelfe,  Governor,  the  Bi- 
ihop  of  C heifer.  Preceptor,  Mr. 
Smelt,  Sub- Governor,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Jackfon,  Sub-Preceptor, 
having  all  refigned  their  refpedive 
employments^  This  meafure  has 
been  attributed  to  fome  difagree- 
ment  between  the  Governor  and 
Preceptor  ;  but  it  feems  as  if  the 
caufes  were  not  thoroughly  known. 
As  no  new  arrangement  was  in 
readinefs,  it  alfo  feems  as  if  the 
court  was  not  prepared  for  the 
event. 

Lord  Brace  was  hrft  appointed 
Governor,  with  a  promife  of  be¬ 
ing  created  Earl  of  Aylefbury,  a 
title  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
coveted.  But  this  office  not  fuit- 
ing  his  temper  or  inclination,  he 
in  a  few  days  reiigned,  vvdien  his 
,  „  ,  brother,  the  Duke  of 

June  8th.  Montague,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Governor  to  the  Princes  ; 
Dr.  Hurd,  Bifnop  of  Litchfield, 
Preceptor;  Colonel  Hotham,  Sub- 
Governor  :  and  the  Rev.  W.  Ar¬ 
nold,  Sub-Preceptor.  Lord  Bruce 
obtained  his  earldom,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Windfor,  which  had  been 
held  by  the  Duke  of  Montague, 
and  was  called  to  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  i  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
who  was  married  to  Lord  HoJder- 
neffe’s  daughter,  was  appointed  a 
I/ord  of  the  bed-chamber;  and 


towards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Drummond,  the 
Bilhop  of  Cheder  was  promoted  to 
the  metropolitan  fee  of  York. 

Though  the  government  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  not  yet  difpofed  of,  means 
were  ufed  to  fmooth  the  way  for 
the  future  Viceroy.  A  great  pro¬ 
motion  in  point  of  rank,  and  an 
enormous  augmentation  as  to  num¬ 
ber,  took  place  in  the  peerag?:  of 
that  country.  Five  Vifcouncs  were 
advanced  to  earldoms,  feven  Ba¬ 
rons  to  be  Vifcounts,  and  no  lefs 
than  eighteen  new  Barons  created, 
in  the  courfe  of  one  day.  .p  ,  , 

Towards  the  end  of  No- 
vember,  the  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
fhire  was  appointed  Lord-Lieute¬ 
nant  of  that  kingdom. 

The  melancholy  pipgnoiHca- 
tions,  w’hich  at  the  time  had  been 
treated  rather  as  chimerical,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  party,  than  a 
well  founded  dedudion  drawn  from 
reafon  and  a  knowledge  of  thefub- 
jed,  relative  to  the  calamities  in 
which  the  American  troubles  would 
involve  the  Wek-Indialflands,  be¬ 
gan  already  to  be  too  fenfibly  ful¬ 
filled.  Several  of  the  moil  efien- 
tial  neceiTaries  of  life,  particularly 
the  articles  of  fuftenance  u(ed  for 
the  fupport  of  the  negroes*  as  well 
as  . of  the  poor  and  laborious  whites, 
had  rifen  from  three  to  four  times 
their  cufiomary  price.  Staves, 
which  in  the  next  degree  to  food 
were  an  objed  of  the  greateft  ne- 
ceffity,  were  not  to  be  procured  in 
a  fufficient  quantity  at  any  price.. 
Other  wants  and  difirelTes  multi¬ 
plied,  and  would  have  been  more 
fenfibly  felt,  had  not  the  dread  of 
famine  abforbed  all  lefier  confider- 
ations.  The  prizes  taken  from 
the  Americans,  and  difpoled  of  in 
thofe  ijfiands,  prevented  thefe  dif- 

treiTe^ 
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treiTes  from  being  perfectly  ruin¬ 
ous. 

As  there  are  feafons  in  which 
misfortunes  feeni  to  be  epidemical, 
fo  in  this  period  of  dillrefs,  a  con- 
fpiracy  and  infurrection  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes  in  Jamaica,  though  happily 
difeovered  in  good  time,  and  eafily 
crulhed  in  the  bud,  yet  in  its  con- 
fequences  helped  much  to  increafe 
the  general  calamities  both  at  home 
and  in  the  iflands.  As  the  fmail 
military  force  in  Jamaica  had  been 
weakened  for  the  American  fer- 
vice,  and  that  the  departure  of  a 
great  fleet  of  merchantmen,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  J20  fail,  with  a  part 
of  the  fmall  fquadron  on  that  Na¬ 
tion  to  be  their  convoy,  would 
render  the  ifland  flill  more  naked 
and  defencelefs,  the  Negroes  fixed 
upon  that  time  for  carrying  their 
defign  into  execution. 

The  fleet  which  was  to  have 
failed  in  July,  was  detained  in 
confequence  of  the  difeovery  of  the 
plot,  for  about  a  month,  when  the 
fliips  were  loaded  and  juft  ready  for 
the  Tea  ;  a  detention,  w-hich  though 
an  immediate  heavy  lofs  and  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  owners,  was  produc¬ 
tive  of  much  greater  misfortune. 
For  they  not  only  met  with  bad 
weather  which  fcattered  the  fhips 
and  laid  them  open  to  danger,  but 
the  Americans  thereby  gained  time 
to  equip  their  privateers,  and  ieize 
the  critierd  ftations  for  intercepting 
their  paftage.  Some  blame  was 
alfo  thrown  upon  the  convoy  ;  but 
however  it  w'as,  many  fhips  of  that 
rich  fleet  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Nor  was  the  trade  from 
the  other  iflands  more  fortunate. 
So  that  though  the  Americans  did 
riot  begin  their  diftant  depredations 
till  late  in  the  year,  tlie  Britifli 
lofs  in  captures  during  i7;6,  ex- 
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clufive  of  tranfports  and  govern¬ 
ment  flore-fhips,  was  eftimated 
conftderably  higher  than  a  million 
fterling. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French 
and  Spanifh  ports  in  Europe,  be¬ 
gan,  fome  time  before  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  to  fwarm  with  Ameri¬ 
can  privateers,  and  to  be  crowd¬ 
ed  with  their  Englifti  prizes,  which 
were  at  Jirft  openly  fold  without 
any  colour  of  difguife.  On  re- 
monftrances  from  this  court,  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  decorum  was  obferved; 
fome  check  was  given  to  the  open 
and  avowed  fale  of  priaes ;  but 
the  pradice  ftill  continued.  In 
the  prefent  unhappy  ftate  of  affairs, 
it  was  thought  necefiary  for  a 
while  to  fufpend  the  affertion  of 
the  national  dignity.  At  no  time 
had  that  dignity  fuffered  fuch  an 
eclipfe.  In  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
American  depredations  were  car¬ 
ried  on  to  a  much  greater  extent, 
and  much  more  avow'edly  counte¬ 
nanced  in  all  the  French  colonies. 
Even  French  fhips  took  American 
commiftions ;  and  with  fevy,  and 
fometimes  no  American  Teamen  on 
board,  carried  on  a  war  upon  the 
Britifh  commerce  with  impunity. 
In  the  mean  time  the  King’s 
fhips,  on  their  parts,  took  an  in¬ 
finite  multitude  of  prizes  from  the 
Americans,  moftly  indeed  of  fmall 
value ;  but  they  proved  a  very  time¬ 
ly  relief  to  the  fuffering  iflanders. 

The  American  declaration  of 
independency,  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  tliofe  to  triumph  much 
in  theii  fagacity,  who  had  at  all 
times  urged  and  fupportedthemoft 
coercive  meafures,  and  who  now^ 
infifted  that  this  had  been  the 
grand  objeft  and  operative  motive 
with  the  colonies  during  the  whole 
conteft,  and  the  real  fource  of  all 

the 
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the  prefent  troubles.  The  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  faft,  with  thefe  and 
other  reafonings  upon  it,  had  alfo 
an  effea  upon  many  others,  in  re- 
conciling  them  to  the  prefent  mea- 
lures,  and  leading  them  to  conii- 
der  the  dllagreeable  fituation  of 
public  affairs,  rather  as  ariiing 
from  an  inevitable  negeffity,  than 
proceeding  from  any  error  in  their 
fuperintendence  or  condu(ff.  It  will 
be  eafily  conceived  that  the  great 
Ioffes  fuflained  by  the  capture  of 
Britilfi  fhips,  and  which  trade  o- 
therwife  iufFered  by  the  prodigious 
rife  of  infurance,  (that  upon 
homeward  bound  Weft  India  fliips 
now  amounting  to  23  1.  per  cent.) 
niuft  have  exceedingly  embittered 
the  minds  of  the  fulferers  againft 
the  Americans ;  nor  could  it  be 


without  effeft  upon  the  temper  of 
the  nation  in  general. 

The  great  armaments,  wdiich 
were  continually  increaiing,  in 
the  French  and  Spanifh  porrs,  the 
avowed  difpofition  of  thofe  flares 
with  refpea  to  Portugal,  and  many 
other  fufpicious  appearances,  af¬ 
forded  very  fuificient  grounds  of 
alarm  to  the  minifters  during  the 
recefs.  The  caufe  and  effed  in- 
creafed  with  the  feafon,  until  at 
length,  towards  the  approach  of 
winter,  the  political  horizon  ap¬ 
peared  not  a  little  gloomy. 

In  ^  thefe  circumflances,  ilxteen 
additional  fhips  of  the  line  were 
luddenly  put  into  commilfion,  and 

oa.  2cth.  ?  amation  iflued, 
^  *  by  which  the  reward 

to  ablc'feamen  for  entering  in  the 
navy  was  increafed  to  five  pounds 
per  man.  This  was  followed  by 
another  proclamation,  recalling  all 
feamen  wh,o  were  in  any  foreign 
iervice  ;  by  two  others,  laying  an 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of 


provifions  from  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;  and  by  a  fifth,  enjoining 
the  obfervance  of  a  general  fall. 

An  hot  prefs  had  attended  the 
proclamation  for  the  bounty  to 
feamen.  As  the  public  condudt 
of  the  city  of  London  in  political 
matters,  has  for  feveral  years  paft, 
in  various  inftances,  drawn  upon  it 
the  moft  marked  and  unequivocal 
indrcations  of  the  refehtment  and 
indignation  of  government,  fo  the 
prefent  occafion  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  fquabble  between  that 
body  and  the  admiralty. 

The  Lord  Mayor  claimed  an 
exemption  for  the  watermen  of  his 
barge.  The  city  claimed  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  preffing  within  its 
jurifdihtion.  The  Stiurtof  King’s 
Bench  held  that  thefe  claims  did 
not  appear  to  them  fupport- 
ed  by  adequate  proof.  This  dif- 
pute  continued  very  hotly  for  a 
time,  and  ended  without  any  de¬ 
finitive  decifion  on  feveral  of  the 
moft  material  points  of  law.  How¬ 
ever,  the  right  of  preffing  feemed 
to  grov/.in  Itrength,  and  all  ideas 
of  local  or  perional  exemptions, 
to  lofe  ground  very  confiderably, 

lowards  the  dole  of  the  year, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  en- 
fuing,  much  confufion,  apprehen- 
fion,  and  fufpicion  was  excited, 
by  the  machinery  of  a  wretched 
enthufiaftand  incendiary,  fincewell 
known  by  the  appellation  of  John 
the  Painter,  but  v.'hofe  real  name 
was  James  Aiiken.  This  man, 
who  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  and 
bred  a  painter,  pOireffing.an  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpirit  of  rambling,  with 
a  flrongpropenfuy  to  vice,  had  pafF- 
ed  in  the  courieofa  few  years  thro* 
an  uncommon  variety  of  thofe 
feenes,  which  attend  tlie  moft  pro¬ 
fligate  and  abandoned  ftate  of 
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a  vagabond  life.  A  kind  of 
life,  for  which  a  manual  trade, 
jiowever  followed,  affords  the  moll 
perfect  opportunity  and  cover. 

Among  his  other  exploits  he 
had  palfed  thr6ugh  fcveral  march- 
ing  regiments  of  foot,  from  each 
of  which  he  deferred  as  foon  as 
opportunity  ferved,  after  receiving 
the  bounty  money.  In  his  various 
peregrinations  through  the  diffe¬ 
rent  parts  of  England,  ho  alter¬ 
nately  corhmitted  highway  rob¬ 
beries,  burglaries,  petty  thefts, 
rapes,  and  w'brked  at  his  trade,  as 
occafion  ilivited,  villainy  prompt¬ 
ed,  or  fear  or  neceffity  operated. 
Whether  it  proceeded  from  the 
apprehenfion  of  punifhmcnt,  dr 
that  the  original  bent'of  his  ge¬ 
nius  led  him  to  new  fcencs  of 
adlion^  whatever  was  Ihe  opera¬ 
tive  motive,  he  fhipped  hiinfelf' 
off  for  America,  where  he  conti¬ 
nued  for  tw'o  or  three  years.  His 
being  of  a  melancholy  folitary 
nature,  which  neither  fought  for 
affociates  in  crimes,  nor  admitted 
of  partners  in  pleafure,  as  it  con¬ 
tributed  much  to  his  prefervation 
for  fo  long  a  time  from  the  jullice 
of  thofe  laws  which  he  was  con- 
ftantly  breaking,  ferved  equal¬ 
ly  to  throw  in  utter  darknefs  all 
thofe  parts  of  his  life,  which  he 
did  not  himfeif  think  fitting  or 
neceffary  to  communicate.  His 
tranfadlions  in  America  are  ac¬ 
cordingly  unknown,  any  further, 
than  that  hetraverfed,  and  work¬ 
ed  at  his  trade  in  feveral  of  the 
colonies. 

As  his  pilgrimage  on  that  con¬ 
tinent,  was  in  the  beginning  and 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  pre- 
fent  troubles,  it  may  well  be  ima¬ 
gined,  that  the  violence  of  the 
language  and  fentiments  held  in 
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political  matters,  by  that  order 
the  people  with  whom  he  lived 
and  converfed,  gave  birth  to  that 
madnefs  of  enthufiafin  in  him, 
which  afterwards  became  fo  dan¬ 
gerous.  He  accordingly  returned 
to  England  with  the  moll  deadiv 
antipathy  to  the  government  and 
nation,  and  foon  after,  if  not  ori¬ 
ginally,  adopted  the  defign,  of 
lubverting  in  his  own  fingle  per* 
fon,  that  power  which  he  fo  much, 
abhorred. 

The  fcheme  was  as  deteflable, 
as  conld  even  be  expelled  from 
the  villainous  cliaradtef  of  the 
framer.  It  was  to  dellroy  the  ma¬ 
ritime  force  of  this  count.**)',  as 
well  as  its  internal  lirength  and 
riches,  by  fetting  fire  to  the  royal 
dock  yards,  and  burning  the  prin¬ 
cipal  trading  cities  and.  towns, 
with  their  fhipping  of  whatever 
fort,  fo  far  as  it  could  poflibly  be 
done.  In  the  profecQtion  of  this 
atrocious  defign,  he  traverfed  the 
kingdom  to  difeover  the  date  of 
the  feveral  docks,  and  the  nature 
of  the  watch  by  which  they  were 
guarded,  which  he  in  general 
found  to  be  as  lax  and  infufficient 
as  he  could  have  wifhed.  He  al- 
fo"  took  wonderful  pains  in  the 
conllrudlion  of  firework?,  ma¬ 
chines,  and  combuilibles,*  for  the 
purpofe,  but  was  itrangely  unfuc- 
cefsfui  in  all  hjs  attempts  of  this 
nature. 

It  was  owing  tp  this  unaccount¬ 
able  failure  in  his  machines,  that 
the  nation  was  faved  from  re¬ 
ceiving  fome  dreadful,  if  not  ir¬ 
retrievable  fhock.  One  of  them, 
which  extinguiffed  of  its  own  ac¬ 
cord,  without  any  human  inter¬ 
ference,  was  found  feveral  weeks 
after  it  had  been  laid,  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  a  prodigious  quantity,  of 

one 
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one  of  the  moft  combuftible  fub- 
ilanccs,  in  the  great  hemp  houfe 
at  Portfmouth.  He,  however,  fuc- 
V  ceeded,  in  fetting  fire 
Dec.  7tn.  houfe  in 

that  yard,  and  had  an  opportunity, 
for  feveral  miles  in  his  flight  to 
London,  to  feaft  the  malignity  of 
his  nature,  in  the  contemplation  of 
that  dreadful  conflagration  which 
he  had  excited,  and  which  from  its 
prodigious  appearance,  he  imagin¬ 
ed  had  fpread  to  all  the  maga¬ 
zines,  buildings,  and  docks.  ^  The 
fire  was  happily  fubdued,  with  no 
other  lofs  than  that  of  the  rope 
houfe  and  its  contents. 

The  incendiary  flill  purfued  his  de- 
fjgn,bin  failed  in  his  attempts  upon 
the  royal  docks,  and  narrowly  e- 
fcaped  being  taken  at  Plymouth. 
The  city  of  Brifldl  was  at  that  time 
greatly  divided  between  the  too  nu¬ 
merous  parties  of  Tories  andWhigs, 
as  they  were  called,  the  former  of 
which  eagerly  fupported,  and  the 
latter  as  highly  detefled,  the  pre- 
fent  court  meafures  again  ft  Ame¬ 
rica.  The  former  carried  up  an 
addrefs  of  congratulation  upon 
the  late  fucceftes  of  his  Majefty’s 
arms,  which  the  latter  condemned 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  reprefent- 
ing  it  as  an  highly  indecent, 
unchriftian,  and  impious,  to  ex¬ 
hibit  any  marks  of  triumph  and 
Tjejoicing  in  the  daughter  and  de- 
ftrudion  of  their  fellow-fubjedb. 

In  this  ftate  of  party  and  poli¬ 
tical  difunion  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  John  the  Painter,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1777,  attempt¬ 
ed  hrft  to  burn  the  fhipping, 
and  afterwards  the  city  itfelf. 
A  deep  and  narrow  chafm,  which 
is  nearly  dry  when  the  tide  is 
out,  fronts  a  great  part  of  the  quay 
in  'Briftol,  which  is  generally 


crowded  with  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber  of  vefTels,  ail  lying  fo  clofe 
together,  and  fo  free  from  water 
in  that  feafon,  that  the  firft  thing 
which  ftrikes  the  attention  of  a 
ftrauger,  is  a  furprize  how  they 
could  be  fb  lodged,  and  the  fe- 
cond,  a  conviftion  of  the  fatal 
and  irremediable  confeqaenccs 
both  to  the  fhipping  and  the  city, 
which  a  fire  muil  inevitably  pro* 
duce.  Th?  incendiary  failing  in 
his  attempt  to  fet  two  or  three 
of  thofe  veflels  on  fire,  found  fo 
ftria  a  watch  kept  afterwards, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  change  his 
mode  of  operation,  and  to  fecure 
the  deftruifion  of  the  Ibips  by 
beginning  with  the  houfes.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  failures  in  his  attempts 
this  way,  in  which,  as  in  all  o- 
thers,  the  finding  of  his  inefteclive 
apparatus  afforded  full  evidence. of 
the  atrocioufnefs  of  the  defign,, 
he  at  length  fucceeded  fo  far  as 
to  fet  fire  to  fome  warehoufes  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  quay,  fix  or 
feven  of  which  were  confuined. 

Thefe  fadfs  and  circumftance^ 
afforded  a  full  fcope,  to  all  the 
rage  and  virulence  of  party  to 
blaze  out  in  their  utmgft  violence. 
The  moft  bigotted  and  furious, 
and  confequently  the  moft  igno¬ 
rant,  on  the  one  fide,  attributed 
them  to  the  difaffedlion,  the  re¬ 
publican  and  American  princi¬ 
ples,  of  the  other  ;  whilft  thofe 
on  an  equal  fcale  of  underftand- 
ing  and  prejudice  on  that,  were 
fully  convinced,  that  they  were 
malicious  ads  or  inventions  of 
the  Tories,  merely  for  the  purpofe 
of  calumniating  and  blackening, 
their  adverfaries. 

The  reign  of  the  incendiary 
was  not  much  longer.  He  was 
taken  up  foon  after  his  departure 
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cautions,  with  refpcfl  to  the  fii  • 
ture  prefcrvation  of  the  royal 
yards  Irom  fimilar  dangers. 

Such  was  in  General  the  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  during  the  recels, 
and  for  fome  time  after  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  parliament.  The  n 

Ipeech  from  the  throne 

trv  in-  •  * 


from  Briftol,  upon  fome  fufpici-  , 
ous  circumftances,  and  behaved 
with  great  boldnels,  art,  and  an 
uncommon  government  in  point 
of  fpeech,  upon  his  feveral  exa¬ 
minations,  refufing  peremptorily 
to  anfwcr  any  queftions,  which 
admitted  even  of  a  doubt  in  the 
remoted  tendency,  that  the  an- 
fwer  could  by  any  conflruilion  be 
wreded  to  his  own  crimination  ; 
nor  was  he  at  all  difconcerted  or 
embarraffed  by  the  appearance,  or 
the  queilions  propofed  to  him, 
by  fome  of  the  Lords,  and  other 
principal  officers  of  the  admiralty. 

He  was,  however,  with  all  his 
arc  and  caution,  circumvented  by 
the  means  of  another  painter, 
who  being  either  an  American, 
or  having  lived  on  that  continent, 
found  means  thereby,  and  by  pre¬ 
tending  to  fyrnpathize  in  his  mis¬ 
fortunes,  and  to  hold  principles 
fimilar  to  his  ewn^  to  obtain  his 
confidence  in  prifon  ;  until  at 
length,  being  inflrudled  and  affilf- 
cd  for  the  purpofe,  he  fulfilled 
his  intent,  by  drawing  from  him 
the  whole  hiflory  of  his  crimes. 
Upon  his  trial  at  Portfmouth, 
notwithflanding  the  fnock  which 
the  appearance  and  evidence  of 
his  pretended  friend  muft  have 
given  him,  he  behaved  with  the 
fame  boldnefs  and  addrefs  which 
he  had  hitherto  manifeded  ;  made 
a  good  defence,  fhre^d  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  nature  of  the  evi¬ 
dence,  and  the  acknowledged 
bafenefs  of  the  wiinefs,  and  re¬ 
ceived  fen  fence  of  death  with  the 
mod  perfed  indifference.  He 
fent  for  one  of  the  principal  na¬ 
val  officers  of  Portfmouth,  either 
going  to,  or  at  the  place  of  exe¬ 
cution,  to  whom  he  acknov/ledg- 
cd  his  crime,  and  alfo  gave  fome 


leemed  to  breath  in¬ 
dignation  and  refentment.  It 
would  have  afforded  much  fatis- 
fadion  that  the  troubles  which 
had  fo  Ions:  didraded  the  coio- 
nies  had  been  at  an  end  ;  and 
that  the  unhappy  people,  recover¬ 
ed  from  their  dclufion,  had  deli¬ 
vered  themfelves  from  the  oppref- 
fion  of  their  leaders,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  their  duty  ;  but  fo  daring 
and  defperate  (it  was  faid)  was 
the  fpirit  of  thofe  leaders,  whofe 
objed  had  always  been  dominion 
and  power,  that  they  had  openly 
renounced  all  allegiance  to  the 
crown,  and  all  political  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  country  ;  that  they 
had  rejeded,  with  circumftancea 
efindio-nitv  and  infult,  the  means 
of  conciliation  held  out  to  them 
under  the  authority  of  the  royal 
commiffion  ;  and  had  prefumed 
to  fet  up  their  rebellious  confede¬ 
racies  for  independent  ftates.. 
Much  mifehief  was  forefeen  from 
the  growth  of  this  rebellion,)  if  it 
was  llilfered  to  take  root,  not  on¬ 
ly  with  refped  to  the  fafety  of 
the  loyal  colonies,  and  to  the 
commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms,  but 
to  the  general  fyftem  of  Europe. 
One  great  advantage  would,  how¬ 
ever,  be  derived,  from  the  objed 
of  the  rebels  being  openly  avow¬ 
ed,  and  clearly  iinderftood  ;  it 
w'oold  produce  unanimity  at  home^ 
founded  on  a  general  convidion 
of  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  our 
meafures. 

The 
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The  two  houfes  were  informed 
of  the  recovery  of  Canada,  and 
of  the  fucceffes  on  the  hde  of 
New  York,  which,  notwithfiand- 
ing  the  unavoidable  delays  that 
retarded  the  commencement  of  the 
operations,  were  of  fuch  impox 
tance,  as  to  afford  the  ftron^eft 
hopes  of  the  nioft  decifive  good 
confequences ;  but  that,  notwith- 
llandlng  this  lair  profpeft,  ano¬ 
ther  campaign  mull,  at  all  events, 
be  prepared  for. 

Amicable  affurances  were  Itill 
received  from  other  courts  ;  en-- 
deavours  were  ufcd  to  conciliate 
the  differences  between  Spain  and 
Portugal  ;  and  though  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  general  tranquillity 
v/as  hoped,  it  was,  however, 
thought  expedient,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  that  we  fnould 
be  in  a  refpeftable  Hate  of  de¬ 
fence  at  home.  The  great  con- 
fequent  expence  was  regretted  ; 
but  no  doubt  was  entertained, 
that  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
jeds  under  confideration,  would 
procure  a  chearful  grant  of  the 
neceifary  fupplies. 

It  declared,  that  his  Majedy 
could  have  no  other  objed  in  this 
arduous  conteft  than  the  true  in- 
tereiis  of  all  his  fubjeds  j  and 
it  afferted,  that  no  people  ever 
enjoyed  more  happintfs,  or  lived 
under  a  milder  government,  than 
the  revolted  provinces  ;  that  their 
boafled  improvements  in  every 
art,  their  numbers,  their  wealth, 
their  ftrength  by  fea  and  land, 
were  irrefragable  proofs  of  it. 
I'he  fpeech  concluded  vvith  a  de¬ 
claration,  that  his  Majefly’s  defire 
was  to  rellore  to  them  the  blef- 
fings  of  law  and  liberty,  equally 
enjoved  by  every  Bridih  fubjed, 
which  they  had  fatally  and  defpe- 
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rately  exchanged  for  all  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  war,  and  the  arbitrary 
tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 

The  addreiTes  were  framed  in 
the  ufuai  manner,  and,  according 
to  the  pradice  of  late  years,  pro¬ 
duced  great  debates,  and  pro- 
pofed  amendments,  of  a  clear  con¬ 
trary  nature,  in  both  houfes. 
That  of  the  Commons,  belidea 
confirming,  repeating  and  adopt¬ 
ing,  ail  the  pofitions  in  the  fpeech, 
attributes  the  circumftances  of  in- 
fait  and  indignity,  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  rejedion,  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  leaders,  of  the  means  of  re¬ 
conciliation  gracioufly  held  out 
to  them  by  his  Majeliy,  to  their 
refentment  of  his  firm  and  con- 
Hant  adhere  sce  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  conllitutional  rights 
of  parliament,  diveHed  of  every 
poflible  view  of  any  fcparate  in- 
terefts  of  the  crown  ;  and  expreffes 
the  llrongefc  fentiments  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  that  attachment  to  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  which  had  thus  provoked 
the  infolence  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
rebellion. 

Lord  Jehn  Cavendiili  moved  an 
amendment,  which  was  of  greater 
length  than  the  original  addrefs. 
In  this  piece,  (which  included  a 
comprehenfivc  view  of  the  mi- 
niflerial  condud  with  refped  to 
America,)  after  a  declaration  of 
the  moft  earneil  zeal  for  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  true  interefl,  and  the  real 
glory  of  his  reign,  and  the  deep¬ 
ed  concern,  at  beholding  the 
minds  of  a  very  large,  and  lately 
loyal  and  affedionate  part  of  his 
people,  entirely  alienated  from  his 
government ;  it  was  inferred,  that 
fuch  an  event,  as  the  difaffedion 
and  revolt  of  a  whole  people, 
could  not  have  taken  place,  with¬ 
out 
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out  fame  conftderable  errors  in  the 
conducl  obi'erved  towards  them. 

Thefe  errors  were  imputed,  to 
the  want  of  fufficient  information 
being  laid  before  parliament^  and 
to  the  repofing  of  too  great  a 
degree  of  confidence  in  Minifiers  ; 
who,  though  by  duty  obliged,  and 
'by  office  enabled,  to  Itudy  and 
to  know  the  temper  and  difpolition 
of  his  Majelly’s  American  lubjedi'^j 
and  to  purlue  the  molt  falutary 
meafures,  had  totally  failed  in 
all.  To  this  mifplaced  confidence, 
and  want  of  parliamentary  infor¬ 
mation,  was  attributed,  the  purfuit 
of  fchemes  formed  for  the  redu6lion 
and  chafiifement  of  a  fuppofed  in- 
confiderable  parry  of  fa^flious  men, 
and  which  had  driven  thirteen  large 
provinces  to  defpair.  That  every 
Aft  of  Parliament  which  had  been 
propofed  as  a  means  of  procuring 
peace  and  fubmiffion,  had  become 
a  new  caufe  of  hoftility  and  revolt ; 
until  we  are  almofi  inextricably 
involved  in  a  bloody  and  expend ve 
civil  war  ;  which,  befides  exhauft- 
ing  at  prefent  the  firength  of  all 
his  Majelty’s  dominions,  expofing 
our  allies  to  the  defigns  of  their 
and  our  enemies,  and  leaving  this 
kingdom  in  a  moft  perilous  fitua- 
tion,  threatens,  in  its  ifTue,  the 
moft  deplorable  calamities  to  the 
whole  Britiffi  race. 

It  lamented,  that  in  confequence 
of  the  credit  given  to  the  repre- 
fentation  of  Minifters,  no  hearing 
had  been  aftbrded  to  the  reiterated 
complaints  and  petitions  of  the 
colonies,  nor  any  ground  laid  for 
removing  the  original  caufe  of 
thofe  unhappy  difi'ercnces,  which 
took  their  nfe  from  queftions  re¬ 
lative.  to  parliamentary  proceed¬ 
ings,  and.  can  ^be  fettled  only  by 
parliamentary  authority.  That, 

Yot.  XX,  1777' 


by  this  fatal  omifiion,  the  Com- 
miffioners  nominated  for  the  ap¬ 
parent  purpofe  of  making  peace, 
were  furnilhed  with  no  legal 
powers,  but  that  of  giving  or 
with-holding  pardons  at  their 
pleafure,  and  that  for  relaxing 
the  feverities  of  a  fingle  penal  Aft 
of  Parliament  :  leavinp-  the  whole 

^  O 

foundation  of  this  unhappy  con- 
troverfy  juft  as  it  ftood  in  the 
beginning. 

It  reprefented  in  ftrong  colours, 
the  fatal  confequences  of  not  fend¬ 
ing  out  the  Commiffioriers  for 
feven  months  after  the  time,  that 
their  fpeedy  departure  had  been 
announced  by  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne  ;  by  which  negleft,  it  fay.s, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies,, 
apprized  t.hat  they  were  put  out  of 
the  proteftion  of  government,  and 
feeing  no  means  provided  for  their 
entering  into  it,  were  furnlfned 
with  reafons  but  too  colourable  for 
breaking  off  their  dependency  on 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom. 

O  , 

It  gave  aa  afiurance^  that  the 
Houfe,  by  removing  their  con¬ 
fidence  from  thofe  who  had  in  fo 
many  inftances  grofty  abufed  it, 
would  endeavour  to  reftore  to  par¬ 
liament  the  confidence  of  all  the 
people.  To  anfvver  'this  end?*  it 
was  propofed  to  make  enquiries 
into  the  grievances  of  the  colonies, 
into  the  conduft  of  Minifters  with 
regard  to  them,  the  caufes,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  had 
been  left  expofed  to  the  reprifals 
of  the  colonies,  at  the  very  time 
when  their  feamen  and  firncfiTien, 
being  iiidifcriminately  prohibited 
from  the  peaceful  exerciie  of  their 
occupations,  and  declared  open 
enemies,  muft  have  been  expefted, 
with  a  certain  arfiirimce,  to  be¬ 
take  themfeiveii  to  plunder,  and  to 
1 6:)  wreaK 
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wreak  their  revenge  on  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Briuln. 

It  obferved,  that  a  wife,  mode¬ 
rate,  and  provident  uTe  of  the  late 
advaptages  gained  in  arms,  might 
be  ,produ£live  of  happy  effedts : 
and  gave  an  alTurance,  that  nothing 
fhould  be  wanting  on  their  part, 
to  enable  his  Majefty  to  take  full 
advantage  of  any  difpofition  to  re¬ 
conciliation,  which  might  be  the 
confequence  of  the  miferies  of 
war,  by  laying  down  real  per¬ 
manent  grounds  of  connedion  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  her  co¬ 
lonies,  on  principles  of  liberty 
and  terms  of  mutual  advantage. 

It  concluded  with  the  following 
declaration,  which  contained  high 
and  liberal  fentiments.  “  We 
Ihould  look  with  the  utmoft  lhame 
and  horror,  on  any  events  that 
iliould  tend  to  break  the  fpirit  of 
any  large  part  of  the  Britifh  na¬ 
tion  ;  to  bow  them  to  an  abject 
unconditional  fubmiffion  to  any 
power  whatfoever ;  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue  them 
to  fervile  principles  and  paffive 
habits,  by  the  mere  force  of  foreign 
mercenary  arms ;  becaufe,  amidft 
the  excelTes  and  abufes  which  have 
happened,  we  muft  refped  the 
fpirit  and  principles  operating  in 
thefe  commotions.  Our  wifh  is 
to  regulate,  not  to  deftroy  them  ; 
for  though  differing  in  fome  cir- 
cnmftances,  thofe  very  principles 
evidently  bear  fo  exad  an  analogy 
with  thofe  which  fupport  the  moil 
valuable  part  of  our  own  conftitu- 
tion,  that  it  is  impoffible,  with 
any  appearance  of  jullice,  to  think 
of  wholly  extirpating  them  by  the 
fword,  in  any  part  of  his  Majefly^s 
dominions,  without  admitting  con- 
fequences,  and  eflablifhing  pre¬ 


cedents,  the  moft  dangerous  ta 
the  liberties  of  this  kingdom.’* 

A  fimilar  amendment  to  the 
addrefs  of  the  Lords  was  moved  for 
by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
and  both  were  fupported  with  great 
force  and  animation,  and  the  de¬ 
bates  in  both  Houfes,  long,  various, 
and  interefting.  In  thefe,  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  which 
was  confidered  merely  as  the  adl 
of  the  Minifter,  was  taken  to 
pieces  without  ceremony,  and 
treated  in  all  its  parts  with  unufual 
afperity. 

It  was  alked,  where  thofe  mighty 
leaders  were  found,  whom  the 
Americans  obeyed  fo  implicitly, 
and  who  governed  them  with  fo 
defpotic  a  rule  ?  They  had  no 
grandees  amongft  them  ;  —  their 
foil  is  not  produdive  of  nobility. 
No  people  upon  earth,  in  an  equal 
ftate  of  improvement,  with  fo  great 
an  extent  of  country,  fo  diffufive 
a  commerce  with  mankind,  and 
in  polTeffion  of  fo  large  a  fhare  of 
fubftantial  perfonal  property,  were 
fo  nearly  in  a  ftate  of  equality. 
There  were  not  many  large,  and 
there  were  no  over- grown  fortunes 
among  them.  Mr.  Hancock,  was 
a  plain  merchant,  of  fair  cha- 
rader,  and  confiderable  fubftance 
in  Bofton  ;  he  polTeffed  no  fuper- 
eminence  over  his  brethren,  nor 
authority  over  the  people,  till  the 
prefent  troubles  called  him  into 
both.  Mr.  Walhington  polTeffed 
fuch  a  landed  ellate,  as  feveral 
very  private  gentlemen  in  every 
county  in  England  poffefs,  which 
enables  them  to  exhibit  fuch  a 
degree  of  hofpitality,  as  procures 
them  refped  and  regard  in  their 
own  dillrids,  without  their  being 
heard  of  or  known  beyond  thofe 

limits. 
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limits.  '  Others,  who  now  figure 
in  the  field  or  the  Con^refs,  were, 
and  would  have  continued,  ftill 
more  obfcure.  By  what  magic  is 
it  then,  that  thofe  people,  who 
are  reprefented  as  violent  repub¬ 
licans,  as  levellers  in  principle, 
who  are  faid  to  abhor  all  thofe 
diftindtions  which  cullom  and  au¬ 
thority  have  eftablifhed  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  fhould  all  at 
once  have  changed  their  nature, 
and,  what  is  perhaps  ftill  more 
extraordinary,  have  lubdued  their 
prejudices,  fo  as  to  refign  all  their 
faculties  of  thinking,  and  powers 
of  aftine,  to  a  few  unknowm 
defpots  ? 

The  anfwer,  they  fald,  was  ob¬ 
vious,  and  was  merely  this,  that 
the  affertion  was  falfe  ;  and  that  it 
was  at  the  fame  time  fo  palpably 
abfurd,  as  not  to  merit  a  ferious 
refutation.  The  Americans  had 
been  driven  by  opprefTioa  to  a 
vindication  of  their  righp  ;  and, 

I  at  length,  by  our  invincible  per- 
feverance,  in  the  madnefs  and  in- 
jultice  of  our  condudl,  to  a  defence 
of  them  by  arms.  In  this  fitua- 
I  tion,  driven  together  by  common 
danger  and  calamity,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  the  laft  refource  of  which 
human  nature  is  capable,  they  were 
under  the  fame  neceffity,  which 
all  people  (even  favages,  in  their 
original  ftate  of  nature  and  equa¬ 
lity)  ever  have  been,  and  muft  ever 
continue  to  be,  in  fimilar  circum- 
flances,  of  creating  leaders,  to 
Condud  their  public  affairs,  and 
to  command  their  armies.  Thefe 
leaders,  can  have  no  other  powers 
than  what  the  people  think  fitting 
and  neceffary  to  intruft  them  with* 
Their  reprefentatives  in  the  Pro* 
vincial  affemblies,  are  eleded  an¬ 
nually  j  the  general  Congrefs  ex- 
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pires  with  the  year.  At  that 
period,  all  power  returns  again  to 
the  people  at  large,  who  again 
delegate  it  in  fuch  proportions, 
and  to  fuch  perfons,  as  they  think 
proper.  Thus,  thofe  fuppofed 
tyrants,  who  are  reprefented  as 
trampling  equally  upon  all  lawSj 
and  upon  the  necks  of  the  people, 
as  governing  them  with  rods  of 
fcorpions,  and  pradifing  upon 
them  a  defpotifm,  fcarcely  known- 
in  the  cldell;  eftablifhed  tyrannies, 
are  no  other,  than  their  ovvn  public 
officers  and  fervaiits,  appointed  at 
their  will,  and  removeable  at  their 
pleafure.  With  what  face  then  has 
the  Minifter  approached  Parlia¬ 
ment,  or  ventured  to  infult  Ma- 
jefty,  with  fo  unqualified  and 
ihamelefs  an  impofition. 

In  the  fame  fpirit,  faid  they,  of 
impofing  upon,  and  with  the  ad¬ 
ditional  defign  of  irritating  the 
nation,  it  is  advanced,  that  the 
Americans  have  rejected,  with 
circumftances  of  indignity  and 
infult,  the  means  of  conciliation 
held  out  to  them  under  the  com- 
miffion.  This  falfehood,  they 
faid,  was  engrafted  upon  a  fimilar 
one  of  the  preceding  feffion,  by 
which  it  was  held  out,  that  terms 
of  accommodation  would  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  confideration  of  par¬ 
liament.  Though  this  was  neither 
defigned  nor  effedled,  yet  to  nourifh 
the  deiufion  of  the  people,  a  foli- 
tary  claufe  was  thrown  into  the 
capture  a£t,  empowering  the  crown 
to  appoint  Commiffioners  to  grant 
pardons  ;  a  matter  to  which  it 
was  as  fully  competent,  without, 
as  wkh  an  A£t  of  Parliament. 
7'hus,  the  boafted  means  of  conci-* 
liation,  which  the  Americans  had 
fo  ungratefully  and  contumatioufly 
j-ejefted,  were  nothing  more  than 
[C]  i  a  naked 
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a  naked  offer  of  pcardon,  upon 
terms,  the  very  idea  of  which  are 
abhorrent  to  the  nature  of  every 
fubjeft  of  this  free  government. 
The  Minifters  well  knew  that  they 
would  never  voluntarily  accept  the 
terms  of  unconditional  fubmiirion, 
and  they  intentionally  drove  them, 
thouoh  they  dare  neither  avow  the 
tlefjgn  nor  the  motives,  to  the  only 
remaining  alternative  of  refitlance, 
and  its  fcarcely  avoidable  con  fe¬ 
ll  uence,  the  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence.-  To  prevent,  however, 
the  pofTibility  of  any  change  of 
difpofition,  the  effedt  of  any  alle¬ 
viating  circumflances,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  them  totally  enraged  and  de'i-i 
perate,  the  commiffion,  fuch  as  it 
was,  and  the  CommiiTioncrs,  were 
detained  for  feveral  months,  until 
the  v/hole  fyllem  of  irritation  and 
punifhment  of  the  penal  laws,  iu- 
eludiu-g  (what  they  called)  the  in- 
difcriminaie  injuftice  and  cruelty 
of  the  Capture  A£t,  by  which  they 
were  declared  enemies,,  put  out  of 
the  protedlion  of  the  law,  and 
their  property  held  out  as  a  com¬ 
mon  fpoil,  had  fall  time  and  fcopo 
for  their  operation.  Nor  could  any 
fubmiffion,  however  general  and 
unconditional,  mitigate  their  cala¬ 
mities,  as  there  were  no  perfons 
upon  the  fpot,  who  had  authority 
to  receive  it  if  offered,  nor  to  relax 
or  fufpend  the  feverity  of  the  laws 
in  favour  of  thofe  who  returned  to 
their  duty.  Yet  now  the  nation 
are  to  be  IHII  rniiled,  and  farther 
inflamed,  by  holding  out  an  idea, 
that  equitable  and  gracious  means 
of  conciliation  had  been  propofed 
to  the  Americans,  and  by  them 
rejeffed  with  the  liioft  unparalleled 
fcorn  and  infolence. 

The  pofition  in  the  fpeecii,  that 
BO  ^^eople  ''-ever  enjoyed  greater 
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happinefs,  or  lived  under  a  mild’e?" 
government,  than  the  revolted  co'- 
lonies,  in  fupport  of  which  their 
improvement  in  arts,  their  number, 
their  wealth,  and  their  ftrengch  by 
fea  and  land,  were  brought  in 
proof,  was  faid  to-  imply  a  virtual 
and  moil  juft  cenfure  on  the  conduct 
of  adminiftraclon.  Upon  what 
principle  of  wifdom  or  policy  was 
fuch  a  people  forced  into  rebellion  f 
This  power  and  greatnefs,  which 
compofed  a  part  of  our  own,  and 
which  was  not  to  be  equalled  in 
the  hiftory  of  colonization  by  any 
other  people,  owed  its  growth  to 
the  juft  and  equal  fyftem  of  the 
jEnglifti  laws  and  conftitution,  and 
to  the  bleffings  of  a  mild  and  equi¬ 
table  government.  Why  was  this 
admirable  fydem  of  wifdom  and 
equity,  which  produced  fuch  noble, 
nay  wonderful  efiefts,  departed 
from  ?  The  fpeech  holds  out,  that 
th^e  prefent  meafures  are  intended 
to  retlore  the  blefilngs  of  law  and 
liberty  to  America.  Why  were 
thofe  bleffings  interrupted  ?  Will 
their  being  offered  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  increafe  their  value  Y 
Why  was  the  fair  fabrick  which 
had  been  the  work  of  fo  many 
ages  deftroyed,  in  order  to  re- 
eftablifh  that  by  the  fword,  which 
prudence  and  good  government, 
had  already  feemed  to  fix  for 
ever  ? 

The  amicabl'e  and  pacific  fen- 
timents  attributed  to  other  powers, 
at  the  time  that  all  Europe  was 
armed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  befpoke, 
the  rnoft  immediate  defign  or  ap- 
prehenfioir  of  hoftility,  was  equally 
animadverted  on,  and  reprefented 
as  a  part  of  that  principle  of  de¬ 
ception  and  impofition,  which,  as 
they  affirmed,  run  through  the 
whole.  In  this  inftance,  the  Mi- 
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nlfler’s  aftions  gave  the  moft  dire6l 
and  unqualified  contradidion  to 
his  words.  At  the  very  time,  that 
he  was  holding  out  this  deiufive 
appearance  of  lecurity  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  whole  nation  was  alarm¬ 
ed  and  thrown  into  confiihon, 
and  its  commerce  ruined,  by  the 
unexpedled  iflue  of  prefs  warrants, 
together  with  the  unufual  circum- 
dances  of  rigour  and  violence  w'ith 
which  they  were  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution.  Here  his  condudi  is  open 
and  undiTguifed,  and  removes  at 
once  that  veil  of  deception  which 
involves  his  declarations. 

The  expedfation  of  unanimity 
from  the  prefent  htuation  of  affairs, 
was  treated  as  a  matter  of  unbe¬ 
coming  levity,  as  well  as  of  dif- 
refpedl  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
diredled.  ,  Was  ever  any  thing 
more  truly  ridiculous,  (laid  the 
Oppohtion)  than  the  calling  for 
unanimity  in  mcafures,  becaufe 
thofe  meafures  had  been  uniformly 
produdiive  of  all  the  mifchiefs 
which  had  been  forefeen  and  pre- 
didled  i  As  we  have  uniformly 
oppofcd,  faid  they,  the  whole 
train  of  thefe  dcilructivc  mealures, 
in  explaining  the  motives  of  our 
conduct,  we  have  as  conllantly 
dated  their  natural  conlequences, 
which  amounted  to  an  exact  pre¬ 
diction  of  all  thofe  evils  that  have 
cnfued.  No  prophecies  were  ever 
more  accurately  fulfilled.  And 
now,  when  the  empire  is  fevered, 
America  for  ever  loft,  when  dif- 
tradtion  prevails  at  home,  and  ruin 
furrounds  us  without,  the  Miniiler, 
with  a  decree  of  facetioufnefs  and 
humour,  which  might  obtain  credit 
in  another  place,  and  upon  other 
occafions,  takes  it  for  granted, 
that  we  fliall  now  be  unanimous, 
in  the  -lipport  of  that  ruinous 


fydem,  and  the  profecution  of 
thofe  deftrudtive  meafures,  which 
have  already  brought  on  all  our 
calamities. 

It  was  inlifted,  that  nothing 
could  fave  this  country,  from  flil! 
more  fatal  confequences  than  thoie 
which  it  had  already  experienced, 
but  an  immediate  recal  of  the 
armies  from  Amcric;i,  a  repeal  of 
all  the  penal  and  obnoxious  laws 
againd  that  people,  and  a  full  re- 
doration  of  their  charters  and 
rights.  7"hat  thefe  meafures,  ope¬ 
rating  upon  the  eilabliihed  habits, 
and  upon  the  natural  affedfion  of 
the  Americans,  might  dill  prove 
the  means  of  reuniting  the  fevered 
parts  of  the  empire.  But  that  if 
irritation,  a  bitternefs  proceeding 
from  the  Ioffes  they  have  futlained, 
and  the  cruelties  they  fuffered, 
with  a  relifn  for  the  novel  fweet- 
nefs  of  power  and  command,  and 
a  knowledge  of  their  drength, 
fftould  ooerate  fo  far  on  the  fide  of 

A 

the  Americans,  as  to  render  this 
confurnmation  (which  of  all  others 
was  the  mod  devoutly  to  be  wifhed) 
impracticable,  if  fuch  was  found 
to  be  our  unhappy  iituation,  no¬ 
thing  in  that  cafe  -  was  left  to  be 
done,  upon  any  principle  of  found 
reafon  and  right  policy,  but  im- 
rnediatel'/  to  acknowledge'  their 
independence,  and  by  concluding 
a  commercial  and  federal  treaty  of 
union  with  them,  again  to  colledt 
together  fuch  fmall  part  as  could 
vet  be  retained  of  thofe  glorious 
advantages,  which  in  the  high 
career  of  our  pride,  injuftice  and 
madnefs,  vve  had  fcattered  abroad. 

It  availed  nothing  now',  they 
faid,  to  reded  upon  what  we 
were,  or  what  vve  had  lod  ;  we 
mud  conform  ourfekves  with  pru¬ 
dence  to  our  prefent  fituation,  or 
[C]  3  g«c 
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get  into  a  worfe.  Unwife  con- 
du6l,  and  evil  counfel?,  generally 
brought  on  their  own  punilhment. 
We  mull  now  fubmit,  however 
dilagreeable  to  our  feeling,  to  that 
chaftifement  which  we  have  too 
juftiy  merited.  The  more  we 
flruggle,  and  the  longer  we  perfiil 
in  the  obftinacy  of  error,  the 
greater  fhall  we  find  the  meafure 
of  our  punifhment ;  nor  will  it  in 
a  little  time  be  circomfciTbed  with¬ 
in  any  rule  of  proportion. 

They  firongly  afferted,  that  a 
war  with  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  in  conjunftion  with  our  late 
friends  and  fellow  Tubjeds  the 
Americans,  muft  be  the  inevita¬ 
ble,  and  not  diftant,  confequence 
of  a  perfeverance  in  our  prefen t 
meafures.  Our  ally,  Portugal, 
whom  we  were  bound  by  every  tie 
to  proted,  was  already  menaced 
with  immediate  danger.  If  we 
even  fubmitted  to  the  degradation 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  of  facri- 
ficing  our  ally,  our  faith,  and  our 
snterell,  to  prefent  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  that  would  alford  no  per¬ 
manent  fecurity,  as  the  prefeat 
condud  of  France  and  Spain,  the 
nature  of  their  preparations,  and 
the  fupport  which  they  already  af¬ 
forded  the  Americans,  fufficienrly 
Ihewed  the  part  which  they  would 
take  in  our  unhappy  civil  conten¬ 
tion. 

Were  w^e  now  then  in  a  condi¬ 
tion,  when  we  found  ourfelves  un¬ 
able,  with  all  the  afiiftance  we 
could  derive  from  our  mercenary 
auxiliaries,  only  to  reduce  our  own 
revolted  fubjedts,  to  encounter  the 
whole  force  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  united  with  that  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  f  Our  national  defence  by 
fea  and  land  lay  now  in  America, 
in  a  great  meafure  at  the  mercy 


of  thofe  two  powers.  Was  this 
then  a  feafon,  with  an  accumulat¬ 
ing  debt,  a  decreafing  revenue,  an 
exhaufture  of  our  refources,  with 
div'ided  councils,  and  a  diftraded 
people  at  the  verge  of  political  de- 
fpair,  to  engage  in  fo  arduous  a 
conteft?  In  fo  dire  and  calami¬ 
tous  a  fituadon,  a  fpeedy  reconci¬ 
liation,  upon  any  terms,  with  the 
colonies,  was  the  only  means  left 
of  political  falvation.  Grievous 
and  painful  though  the  lofs  cf 
America  would  be,  it  was  not, 
however,  the  upihot  of  calamity. 
The  queilion  of  the  Americans  be¬ 
ing  our  friends,  or  being  in  con¬ 
firmed  enmity,  and  in  compad 
with  our  natural  enemies,  went  per¬ 
haps  to  that  of  our  exiftence  as  a 
Hate. 

Upon  thefe  and  many  other 
grounds,  they  reprobated  the  pro- 
pofed  addreffes  in  both  houfes, 
which  they  charged  with  fubferib- 
ing  to  the  ill-founded  panegyricks 
which  the  Miniilers  had  compofed 
upon  themfelves  in  the  fpeech,  with 
involving  the  nation  in  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fame  ruinous  meafures 
which  had  occafioned  all  its  cala¬ 
mities,  and  with  giving  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  iandion  to  a  number  of 
mifreprefentations  and  fallacies, 
calculated  merely  to  amufe,  de¬ 
ceive,  miilead,  or  inflame  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Whilft  they  contended,  that 
the  amendments  would  afford  that 
time  and  opportunity  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  their  duty,  a  proper 
regard  to  their  own  dignity,  and 
the  alarming  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
all  equally  demanded,  for  enquir¬ 
ing  diligently  into  the  Hate  of  the 
nation,  tracing  the  fources  of  our 
prefentcalainities,  and  for  confider- 
ing  and  devifing  all  poffible  means 
ol  averting  the  innumerable  dan- 
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gers  with  which  we  were  fur- 
rounded. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  fpeech 
was  defended  in  all  its  parts  ;  its 
veraciry,  prudence,  juflice,  and 
magnanimity,  being  equally  fup- 
ported  and  applauded.  It  was 
aihrmed  to  be  replete  with  the 
'  llrongeft  marks  of  found  policy  and 
royal  wifdom,  as  well  as  with  in¬ 
dubitable  proofs  of  the  greateft  pa¬ 
ternal  regard  and  tendernefs,  for 
the  profperity,  happinefs,  and  free¬ 
dom,  of  all  the  fubje<fls  of  this 
empire,  however  remote  or  fepa- 
rated.  The  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drefs  was  oppofed,  as  bringing 
matters  forward,  which,  for  the 
prefent,  formed  no  part  of  the  bu- 
iinefs  before  parliament.  If  Mi- 
nilters  had  neglecled  their  duty ; 
if  they  fulFered  themfelves  to  be 
deceived  ;  or  if  they  milled  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  thefe,  or  any  of  them, 
might  be  proper  objefls  of  enqui¬ 
ry  at  a  fuitable  and  convenient 
feafon.  But  this  was  neither  the 
time,  nor  could  thofe  matters  be 
the  proper  fubje£l  of  the  prefent 
addrefs.  The  only  queftion  now 
before  them,  that  was  worthy  of 
debate,  was  very  fimple  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  comprizable  in  a  final!  com- 
pafs,  and  eafily  decided.  It  was 
only,  whether  we  chofe  to  relign 
all  the  benefits  which  we  derived 
from  our  colonies,  all  thofe  fruits, 
to  which  our  vail  expenditure  of 
blood  and  treafure  in  their  nurture 
and  defence,  gave  us  a  moft  legal 
and  equitable  right,  and  by  truck¬ 
ling  to  the  defiance  and  infult 
hurled  at  us  by  the  Americans,  cut 
off  at  once  the  fources  of  our  power 
and  opulence,  and  fubmit  of  con- 
fequence  to  a  degradation  from  that 
rank  which  we  now  hold  in  the  po¬ 
litical  fyftem  of  mankind,  or  whe- 
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ther,  by  a  full  exertion  of  ouf 
power,  whim  yet  in  ftrength  and 
vigour,  we  preferve  all  thofe  ad¬ 
vantages,  aliert  our  ancient  glory, 
rellore  the  fuprerae  and  indivifible 
authority  of  the  Britilh  legillamre, 
and  bring  our  ungrateful  and  re¬ 
bellious  fubje£ls  to  a  due  fenfe  of 
their  duty  and  dependence. 

Thefe,  faid  they,  are  the  great 
objeds  under  the  confideration  of 
parliament.  The  declaration  of 
independency  has  done  aw'ay  all 
other  queftions  on  the  American 
fubjed.  Taxation,  legal  rights, 
charters,  and  ads  of  navigation, 
are  now  no  more.  That  whirl¬ 
pool  has  fwallovved  them  all  within 
its  vortex.  It  w'as  only  through 
the  llrength  derived  from  her  colo¬ 
nies,  that  this  nation  was  enabled 
to  hold  a  firfi:  place  among  the 
greatefl  powers  in  Europe.  Take 
them  away,  and  Ibie  finks  into  no¬ 
thing.  Her  very  exiftence,  as  an 
independent  nation,  will  be  at 
Hake.  It  is  only  now  then  to  be 
determined,  w'hether,  without  an 
effort,  we  lhall  (ubmit  inglorioufly 
to  inevitable  ruin,  or  whether,  by 
a  vigorous  exertion,  we  retain  our 
ufual  power  and  fplendor. 

It  was  not,  how'ever,  doubted, 
that,  even  independently  of  mo¬ 
tives  of  intereft  and  fafety,  the  un¬ 
paralleled  bafenefs  and  ingratitude 
of  the  Americans,  wdth  the  daring 
infolency  of  their  condud,  would 
roule  the  Britilh  fpirit  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  it  would  take  fpeedy 
and  effedual  meafures  for  their 
chaftifement.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  the  atrocioufnefs  of  their 
crimes  would  nearly  juftify  any 
feverity  of  punilhment,  it  was  Hill 
wilhed,  that  when  brought  to  a 
proper  knowledge  of  their  duty 
and  condition,  they  Ihould  be 
[f>]  4  ’  treated 
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treated  with  lenity  j  far  from  the 
infinoation  held  out  in  the 
amendment,  of  reducing  them  to 
a  fervile  or  abjed.  fubmiflion. 

Some  of  the  young  Lords  were 
fevere  upon  the,  faftious  fpirit 
which  prevailed  here,  as  well  as 
in  America ;  attributing  it  to  the 
former,  that  the  latter  had  been 
brought  into  action.  And  it  was 
anhited,  that  as  the  oppofition  had 
hitherto  avowedly  formed  their 
condud,  upon  an  opinion,  that 
the  Americans  had  never  defigned, 
or  even  aimed  at  independency, 
and  had  reprobated  every  idea  of 
that  nature,  with  an  abhorrence 
equal  to  that  Ihewn  on  their  fide, 
they  were  now  bound,  in  confor- 
mity  with  their  own  words  and 
principles,  to  fupport,  with  the 
utmoii  vigour,  thole  meafures  which 
were  necelfary  for  their  redudion. 
That  this  was  the  ground  of  una¬ 
nimity  held  out  in  the  fpeech, 
and  which  had  been  treated  with 
fuch  ridicule  and  afperity,  though 
no  conclufion  could  be  fairer  drawn, 
whilll  it  was  fuppofed  they  aded 
upon  any  line  of  confillency.  That 
their  unanimity  now  in  fupport  of 
government,  was  the  fmallelt  re¬ 
paration  which  they  could  make  to 
the  nation,  for  the  counte,nance 
they  had  unhappily  given,  and  the 
iliare  they  confequently  held  in  fo¬ 
menting  the  prefent  difturbances. 
And  that  it  w'as  to  be  hoped,  they 
would  now,  by  candidly  confeffing 
their  error,  convince  the  world 
they  were  only  miftaken,  and  not 
intentionally  wrong. 

The  ideas  of  defpondency,  which 
were  held  out  on  the  other  fide,- 
were  laid  to  be  as  chimerical,  as  the 
aiarniuig  reprefentalion  of  public 
atiairs,  to  which  they  belonged, 
fvas  unfounded.  The  happy  fuc- 
■  ^ 
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ceL  w'hich  had  already  attended 
our  arms  in  America,  afforded  fuf- 
ficient  room  for  the  ftrongeil  hopes, 
that  the  troubles  there  would  be 
fpeedily  terminated.  That  they 
would  probably  prove  a  fource  of 
happinefs  on  all  hdes,  as  they  would 
afford  an  opportunity  for  fixing  the 
government  of  the  colonies  on  a 
permanent  bafis,  and  hnally  fet¬ 
tling  all  thofe  quedions  which  had 
hitherto  been  the  caufe  of  debate. 
That  nothing  was  wanting  to  bring 
affairs  to  this  wifhed-for  crifis,  but 
unanimity  here,  and  vigour  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  That  the  enfuing  campaign, 
fuppofing  every  obllacle  which 
could  take  place,  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  conclufive  in  its  cffeft. 
And  that  in  this  Hate  of  things  it 
could  not  be  conceived,  how  any 
friend  to  the  interests  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  could  wifh  to  weaken  the 
hands  of  government,  or  hefitate 
a  moment  in  agreeing  to  the  ad- 
drefs,  when  the  meafures  to  which 
it  was  intended  to  give  a  fanftion, 
were  the  only  means  to  fave  the 
Britifh  empire  from  certain  ruin 
and  deftrudlion. 

The  appearances  of  danger  from 
foreign  powers,  were  in  part  de¬ 
nied  ;  in  part  palliated.  It  was 
faid,  that  the  Hrongeft  affurances 
of  amity  continued  to  be  received 
from  France  ;  that  the  differences 
between  Spain  and  Portugal  were 
likely  to  be  accommodated  ;  and 
that  our  arming,  induced  other 
powers  alfo  to  arm.  from  motives 
merely  of  prudence  and  caution. 
I'hey  alfo  recurred  to  the  old  doc¬ 
trine,  that  it  being  direcf.lv  con¬ 
trary  to  the  interefl,  it  could  not 
be  fuppofed  confonant  to  the  defire 
ofF  ranee  or  Spain,  that  any  power¬ 
ful  independent  ftate  fhould  be 
eftabiiflied  in  America.  Such  an 

event 
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€vcnt  muft  interfere  with  their 
commercial  intereilsin  both  worlds  ; 
the  idea  of  independence  might  be¬ 
come  contagious,  and  fpread  to 
their  own  colonies ;  and  they  might 
be  immediately  endangered  by  the 
power  and  ambition  of  a  new  and 
rifing  date.  If  any  finiller  defigns 
>vere,  however,  lurking,  they  had 
not  efcaped,  they  faid,  the  pene¬ 
trating  eyes  of  our  Minifters,  who, 
by  their  prcfent  fpirited  prepara¬ 
tion,  had  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
any  infidious  rival,  or  enemy,  to 
take  us  by  furprize,  or  to  convert 
the  fituation  of  our  affairs  to  their 
ad  vantage.  A  conduct  replete  with 
fuch  wiidom,  that  it  merited  the 
warmell  approbation,  inftead  of 
captious  enquiries,  and  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  draw  unfavourable  conclu- 
iions. 

The  Minifter  took  fome  pains 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  re¬ 
concile  the  apparent  con  tradition 
which  had  been  alledged,  between 
the  aflurances  of  amity  held  out  in 
the  fpeech,  and  the  prefent  fudden 
armament.  He  avowed  the  paf- 
fage  and  the  meafure  by  acknow¬ 
ledging  his  advice  to  both;  and 
afferted,  that  the  one  was  llrictly 
true,  and  both  perfeclly  confiftent. 
It  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  rely 
fo  far  upon  any  affurances,  as  to  be 
off  our  guard  ;  and  as  other  powers 
were  arming,  it  was  determined 
we  Ihould  be  prepared  for  all 
events. 

Such  was  the  date  of  warfare  be¬ 
tween  the  two  parties.  The  num¬ 
bers  in  favour  of  minillry  conti¬ 
nued  nearly  as  ufual  ;  but  it  was 
obferved,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  de¬ 
bate  on  their  fide  vifibly  flackened. 
The  addreffes  were  not  defended 
with  the  accultomed  animation  in 


either  houfe.  The  great  and  al- 
moft  uniform  fuccelTes  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  having  produced  no  effedt 
whatever  towards  a  pacification, 
had  fomewhat  damped  the  expec¬ 
tations  which  had  been  generally 
formed  from  a  lylfem  of  coercion. 
The  armament  in  our  ports  an¬ 
nounced  more  apprehenfions  from 
foreign  powers,  than  were  removed 
by  the  declarations,  or  the  argu¬ 
ments,  of  the  Miniilers  on  the  fub- 
jedl.  A  great  and  growing  ex¬ 
pence  was  forefeen.  It  was  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  redudlion  of  Ame¬ 
rica  was  no  longer  to  beconfidered 
as  the  work  of  a  campaign. 

On  the  other  hand,  though  the 
advantages  obtained  in  America 
had  not  produced  ail  theeffedl  that 
was  expeded  by  fanguine  expec¬ 
tants,  yet  it  appeared  abfurd  to 
defert  the  purfuii  of  a  great  objed 
in  the  very  midil;  of  vidory.  Be- 
fides,  the  declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dency  feemed  a  great  bar  to  accom¬ 
modation.  Without  doors,  it  pro¬ 
duced  the  full  efFed  propofed  by 
the  fpeech,  by  adding  greatly  to 
the  alienation  of  the  people  at  large 
from  the  Americans,  their  caufe, 
and  their  pretenfions.  Minillry 
certainly  derived  from  thence  no 
fmall  degree  of  flrength  through¬ 
out  the  nation. 

The  queftion  upon  the  amend¬ 
ment  being  put  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  motion  was  rejeded 
by  a  majority  of  242,  to  87,  be¬ 
ing  almoft  three  to  one.  The 
main  queftion  being  then  brought 
forward,  the  original  addrefs  was 
carried  in  nearly  the  fame  propor¬ 
tion,  the  numbers  being  232,  tq 

^3- 

The  majority  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  was,  as  ufual,  ftill  greater, 

the 
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the  amendment  being  rejefted  by  propofed  amendment  was  entered 
91  Lords,  including  nine  proxies,  at  full  length  as  a  proteft,  and 
to  26  Lords  only,  who  fupported  figned  by  fourteen  Peers, 
the  motion  upon  a  divifion.  The 
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Dihates  upon  a  proclamation  ijfued  in  America  hy  the  CommiJJioners.  Motion 
for  a  re<vi/al  of  the  American  lanios  by  Lord  fohn  Ca^endijh.  Motion  re- 
jedied  by  a  great  majority.  SeceJJion,  Arguments  urged  for  and  againji 
the  propriety  of  a  partial  fecejjion.  000  fe amen  uoted.  Debate  oH 

naval  affairs.  Supplies  for  the  naval  and  the  land  fervice.  Recefs. 


IN  a  few  days  after  the  prefent- 
ing  of  the  addreffes,  a  declara¬ 
tion  from  Lord  Howe  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  which  had  been  iffued  in 
America  foon  after  the  taking  of 
New  York,  addrefled  to  the  people 
at  large  of  that  continent,  and  cal¬ 
culated  to  induce  feparate  bodies  of 
them,  independently  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  to  negociate  with  the  Com- 
miffioners  upon  terms  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  made  its  hrll  appearance  here 
in  one  of  the  common  papers  of  the 
morning.  It  was  remarked,  that 
although  the  ufual  Gazette  had 
been  publilhed  the  evening  before, 
and  an  extraordinary  one,  giving 


an  account  of  the  taking  of  New 
York,  on  the  preceding  day,  nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  had  taken  any  notice 
of  this  public  inilrument. 

In  this  proclamation  the  Com- 
miflioners  acquaint  the  Americans, 
with  his  Majefty’s  being  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  dire&  a  revifion  of  fuch 
of  his  royal  inftrudlions,  as  may  be 
conftrued  to  lay  an  improper  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  freedom  of  legi- 
flation  in  any  of  his  colonies,  and 
to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  fuch 
afts,  by  which  his  fubjefts  there 
may  think  themfelves  aggrieved. 

This  piece  being 
’  brought  into  the  houfe 


by  Lord  John  Cavendi'lh,  he  feem- 
ed  to  conlider  it  as  a  news-paper 
forgery,  and,  in  that  light,  a  moll 
daring  impofition  upon  the  public  ; 
fuppofing,  that  if  it  had  been  au¬ 
thentic,  its  firit  public  appearance 
muft  have  been  either  on  their 
own  journals  or  in  the  Gazette. 
He  therefore  called  upon  the  Mi- 
nifters,  to  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  paper. 

The  Miniflers  acknowledged 
that  fuch  a  proclamation  had  been 
publiihed,  and  that  they  did  not 
doubt  but  the  paper  now  read  was 
a  true  copy  of  it.  The  noble  pro- 

tofer  exprelTed  his  ailonifhment 
oth  at  the  contents  of  the  declara¬ 
tion,  and  the  accidental  manner 
in  which  a  matter  of  that  moment 
and  nature  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Houfe.  He  obferved,  that 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  bulinefs,  the  Minifters  had 
treated  parliament  with  a  degree 
of  indignity,  and  marks  of  con¬ 
tempt,  which  were  not  only  before 
unknown,  but  which  no  credulity 
could  have  believed  poffible,  whilft 
the  lhadow  or  name  of  the  confti- 
tution  remained,  and  the  relative 
fituation  of  Minifters  in  this  coun¬ 
try  was  remembered.  They  were, 
he  faid,  in  every  inftance  treated 

merely 
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merely  as  cyphers,  excepting  when 
they  were  ufed  as  the  inftraments 
in  Tome  odious  w'ork.  When  their 
name  was  wanted  in  fuch  cafes, 
they  were  called  on,  by  way  of  re- 
quihtion,  to  give  a  fanclion  to  a6i;s 
which  rendered  them  abhorred  by 
their  fellow-fubjetts  in  every  part 
of  the  empire.  When  thefe  mea- 
fures,  through  their  own  enormity, 
failed  in  the  execution,  the  odium 
was  left  to  reft  upon  the  head  of 
parliament,  whiift  the  crown  and 
its  minifters,  afiuming  a  modera¬ 
tion  and  lenity,  which  they  find 
necelfary,  when  experience  has 
taught  them  the  impradlicability, 
and,  perhaps,  danger,  of  the  de- 
fign,  become  all  at  once  the  often- 
fible  mediators  between  them  and 
the  people,  undertaking  to  re- 
ftrain  their  violence,  or  to  reflify 
their  injuftice,  and  thus  obtain  the 
merit  ot  whatever  degree  of  grace 
it  is  then  found  proper  to  mete  out, 
holding  them  ftill  in  the  ftngular 
htuation  of  being  reprobated  for 
all  unpopular  a£ls,  and  being  nei¬ 
ther  thanked  or  ccnftdered  for  thofe 
\\hich  are  kind  or  favourable. 

Thus,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
Comrniffioners  are  fentout  with  an 
intention  of  carrying  a  certain  ait 
of  parliamentinro  execution,  armed 
at  the  fame  time  with  certain  par¬ 
liamentary  powers  for  reftoring 
peace  ;  thefe  powers,  having  been 
narrowed  to  the  Minifter’s  tafte, 
extend  no  farther  than  to  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  fubmiifions,  and  the 
granting  pardons.  Thefe,  as 
might  well  be  expeiled,  are  found 
utterly  ineifeilive.  V/hen,  lo  ! 
to  their  aftonilTiment,  as  well  as 
that  of  all  others,  parliament  dif- 
cover,  by  chance,  through  the 
medium  of  a  common  news-paper, 
jhat  they  are  to  undertake  a  revi- 
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fton  of  all  thofe  laws  of  their  own 
making,  by  which  they  had  ag¬ 
grieved  the  Americans. 

Yet,  however  difapreeable  this 
treatment  was  to  himielf,  and  muft 
be  to  every  perfon  who  regarded 
the  dignity  of  that  Houfe,  or  who 
refledled,  that  the  conftitution  could 
fubfift  no  longer,  than  while  the 
different  parts  of  the  legiflature 
were  kept  in  due  poise  and  proper 
balance,  with  refpeit  to  each  other, 
as  well  as  to  the  people  at  large, 
his  Lordftiip  faid,  that  notwith* 
ftanding,  he  felt  a  dawn  of  joy 
break  in  upon  his  mind  at  the  bare 
mention  of  reconciliation,  what¬ 
ever  colour  the  meafures  might 
wear  that  led  to  fo  defireable  an 
event.  The  great  object  of  re¬ 
ftoring  peace  and  unity  to  this  di- 
ftracled  empire,  outweighed  fo  far 
with  him  all  other  prefent  confi- 
derations,  that  he  not  only  would 
overlook  pundlilios  upon  that  ac¬ 
count,  bur,  even  fuch  /natters  of 
real  import,  as  would  upon  any 
other  occafion  call  all  his  powers 
into  aftion. 

Without  any  further  obfervatioii 
then  on  the  engagements  entered 
into  by  the  Minifters  for  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  thought  it  highly  necelV 
fary  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
their  being  feized  with  fo  happy  a 
difpofition,  and  to  give  them  all 
poffible  weight  and  aftiftance  to¬ 
wards  carrying  it  into  eftedf,  and 
bringing  the  prefent  troubles  to  a 
fpeedy  and  happy  termination. 
The  fanclion  of  parliament,  he 
faid,  to  their  propofitions,  was  ab-r 
folutely  neceftary  for  this  purpofe. 
For  the  Minifters  themfelves  were 
not  lefs  convinced  than  every  other 
perfon,  that  they  could  not  hold 
out  any  propofals  to  the  Ameri-r 
cans,  however  equitable  in  appear- 
3  ance, 
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ance,  or  even  candid  in  fad,  which 
the  latter  would  not  fufped  of  co¬ 
vering  feme  treachery,  and  of  be¬ 
ing  infidioully  intended,  by  de¬ 
ceiving  or  dividing  them,  to  de¬ 
prive  them  by  circumvention  and 
fraud  of  thole  liberties,  which  they 
found  force  infufficient  to  deftroy. 
In  fuch  circumftances  of  dillruft, 
all  attempts  at  negociation  mud  be 
fruitlefs.  The  fandion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  will  then  come  in  happily  to 
afford  that  confidence,  without 
which  no  treaty  can  ever  produce 
an  amicable  conclufion ;  fo  that 
if  the  Miniders  are  really  ferious 
and  honed  in  their  propofals,  and 
are  not  playing  that  part  which 
the  Americans  always  charge  and 
fufped  them  with,  they  will,  in¬ 
dead  of  oppofing,  chearfully  accept 
of  that  aid  and  Tupport,  which  can 
alone  give  effedto  this  meafure. 

On  tbefe  grounds  his  Lorddiip 
moved,  that  the  Houfe  fhouid  re- 
folve  itfeif  into  a  committee,  to 
confider  of  the  reviial  of  all  ads  of 
parliament,  by  which  his  Ma- 
i city’s  fubjeds  in,  America  think 
tkemfelves  aggrieved. 

The  Minifters  denied,  that  there 
was  any  thing  novel,  any  thing 
that  bore  the  appearance  of  lead¬ 
ing,  or  that  carried  any  defign  of 
didating  to  parliament,  in  the  pro- 
inile  held  out  by  the  Commiffion- 
ers.  On  the  contrary,  as  it  was 
founded  on  the  great  principle 
which  had  pervaded  the  condud  of 
adminiftration  from  the  beginning, 
fo  it  was  the  language  of  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  very  outfet.  The 
great  objed  of  both,  was  the  redo- 
ration  of  peace  in  America.  The 
addrefs  of  both  Houfes  in  February 
the  bills  which  followed  that 
addrefs,  the  ad  of  parliament  un- 
v/hich  the  CommifTioners  aded, 


and  their  declaration,  which  is  now 
held  up  as  an  objed  of  offence,  all 
tended  to  the  fame  point.  The 
parliament  had  delegated  the  au¬ 
thority  now  exercifed,  fpecifically 
in  the  ad,  and  generally  by  the 
addrefs.  The  leading  objed  of  the 
addrefs,  was  a  recommendation  to 
his  Majelty  to  hear  and  enquire  in¬ 
to  grievances,  to  tranfmit  an  ac¬ 
count  of  them  home,  and  to  en¬ 
gage,  on  the  part  of  the  legilla- 
ture,  that  where  grievances  really 
exifted,  they  fhouid  be  redreffed. 
The  proclamation  goes  no  farther. 
Even  without  thefe  fandions,'  the 
King,  as  the  head  and  mouth, 
both  of  the  nation  and  legiilature, 
would  have  been  warranted  in  fuch 
an  engagement,  as  a  motive  of 
encouragement,  and  ground  of  re¬ 
conciliation.  Should  it  be  faid, 
that  no  redrefs  of  grievances  would 
be  afforded  ?  or  that  the  King 
could  not  venture  to  engage  for  the 
other  parts  of  the  legiilature  in  an 
a6I  of  juftice,  left  it  ftiould  be  con- 
ftrued  into  a  violation  of  their 
rights } 

The  charges  againft  the  Mini¬ 
fters  of  endeavouring  to  keep  this 
tranfadion  fecret,  and  of  hiding 
their  condud  from  the  knowledge 
and  inTpefiion  of  parliament,  were 
faid  to  be  equally  groundlefs. 
Could  any  intended  or  poftible  pri¬ 
vacy  be  fuppofed,  with  refped  to 
a  public  proclamation,  which  was 
polled  for  the  infpedion  of  all  man¬ 
kind  upon  the  wails  and  houfes  of 
New  York  }  The  idea  was  ab- 
furd.  The  Minifters  did  not  in¬ 
deed  think  it  of  fufficient  moment 
to  be  laid  before  parliament.  It 
was  as  yet  no  treaty  nor  part  of  a 
treaty,  it  was  barely  a  preliminary 
which  might  pollibly  lead  to  one. 
Had  a  negociation  been  even  com- 

iiienceda 
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menced,  it  would  have  been  equally 
abfurd  and  iniproper  to  communi¬ 
cate  it  to  parliament  during  its  pro- 
grels,  unlefs  it  was  fufpended  at 
lome  point,  upon  which  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  parliament  became  ne- 
celTary.  I'hus  the  negociation  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Pitt  and  M.  de  Buffy 
was  not  publifhed  during  its  pen- 
'  dcncy. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  upon 
many  grounds.  It  was  faid,  that 
it  would  difcredit  the  Commiffion- 
ers,  and  throw  unexpe^led  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  way  of  a  negociation, 
which  was  probably  already  begun, 
and  perhaps  confidcrabJy  advanced. 
It  was  now  in  their  hands,  in  the 
common,  natural,  and  regular 
courfe  of  bufinefs ;  why  then  undo 
whatever  has  been  done,  and  dif- 
grace  the  Commiffioners,  by  tak¬ 
ing  it  from  them,  without  fome 
lufficient  motive  ?  If  it  fhould  be 
faid,  that  the  motion  would  not 
detradl  from  the  powers  of  the 
Commiffioners,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  increafe  them  ;  though  the 
affertion  is  not  admitted,  yet  other 
objedions  equally  conclufive  would 
lie  again  ft  the  meafure  even  upon 
that  ground.  By  giving  them  the  . 
fandion  propofed  by  the  motion, 
it  would  evidently  appear,  that 
they  were  not  before  armed  with 
parliamentary  powers  fuffieie  t  to 
fulfil  the  profefted  objeds  of  their 
commiftion  ;  a  circumftance  which 
iriuft  naturally  excite  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Americans,  and  fill  them 
with  the  moft  alarming  doubts,  as 
to  their  real  views,  and  the  true 
objed  of  their  miffion.  Befides, 
why  fhould  parliament  run  before 
the  Commiffioners  in  their  con- 
ceflions  ?  Who  knows  but  that 
the  Americans  would  be  fatisfied 
with  far  lefs  than  we  fhould  here 
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accord  to  them  ?  By  this  prema¬ 
ture  bounty,  we  might  defeat  the 
endeavours  of  the  Commiftioners  to 
obtain  the  moft  advantageous  terms 
for  the  crown,  the  parliament,  and 
the  trading  intercft  of  this  king¬ 
dom. 

That  to  revife  or  repeal  laws, 
under  the  idea  of  redreffing  the 
grievances  of  a  people,  who  to^ 
tally  denied  the  authority  of  thofe 
laws,  and  who  confequently  could 
not  be  aggrieved  by  them,  would 
be  an  abfurdity  of  lo  fuperlative  a 
degree,  as  could  not  fail  exciting 
the  ridicule  of  mankind.  The 
Americans  have  declared  them- 
felves  independent  ;  what  avails  it 
to  deliberate  upon  the  conceflions, 
which  we  are  willing,  or  it  is  fit¬ 
ting  for  us  to  make,  until  we  know 
whether  any  conceftiori  will  bring 
.them  back  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  our  authority  ?  Shall  we  admit 
of  their  independency,  by  treat¬ 
ing  with  them  as  fovereign  ftates  ? 
or  fliall  we  fubjedl  ourfelves  to  their 
contempt  and:  derifion,  by  deba¬ 
ting  upon  the  degree  of  authority 
v/hich  we  fhall  exercife  over  thofe, 
who  totally  deny  our  right  and 
power  to  exercife  any  ? 

In  a  word,  faid  they,  the  quef- 
tion  of  independency  muft  firft 
be  fettled  as  a  preliminary,  before 
any  treaty  can  be  entered  into,  or 
any  conceilion  made.  Let  them 
give  that  up,  and  acknowledge 
cur  legiflative  authority,  and  then 
we  fhall  willingly,  and  with  pro¬ 
priety,  form  legiflative  regulations 
for  their  future  eafe  and  govern¬ 
ment.  But  whilft  they  perftft  in 
their  claim  of  independency,  and 
hurl  dcftance  at  us  as  fovereign 
ftates,  no  treaty  can  be  thought  of, 
and  conceffions  would  be  as  futile, 
as  ridiculous  and  difagraceful.  Up¬ 
on 
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on  the  whole  it  was  finally  de¬ 
clared,  that  until  the  fpirit  of  in¬ 
dependency  was  elFedtually  fub- 
dued,  it  would  be  idle  to  enter 
upon  any  revifions,  or  to  pafs 
any  refolutions,  as  means  of  conci¬ 
liation  ;  and  that  the  fword  mull  be 
£rfi:  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
governing  part  of  America,  before 
4hat  purpofe  could  be  accompli  fil¬ 
ed.  That  the  Congrefs  did  not  at 
prefent  govern  America  j  but  held 
it  enthralled  under  the  moft  cruel 
tyranny.  That  from  our  late 
fuccelfes,  and  the  dilference  be¬ 
tween  the  troops  which  compofed 
the  armies  on  either  fide,  there 
was  little  room  to  doubt,  that 
this  arbitrary  power  would  foon 
be  difiblved,  when  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  finding  themfelves 
emancipated  from  the  cruel  yoke 
of  their  leaders,  and  the  charm 
by  which  they  had  been  blind¬ 
folded  and  mified,  being  now  at 
an  end,  they  will  return  to  their 
duty  with  as  much  rapidity,  as 
they  had  before  entered  into  the 
revolt.  Then  will  be  the  time 
to  think  of  legifiative  regulations 
for  their  future  government,  and 
to  talk  of  lenity,  forbearance, 
and  even  concelTion  ;  at  prefent, 
fuch  ideas  and  fuch  language  are 
fruitlefs,  if  not  worfe. 

The  explanations  given  to  re¬ 
concile  the  declaration  of  the 
Commifiioners  with  the  rights  of 
parliament,  and  the  refped  due 
to  that  body,  were  by  no  means 
fatisfaflory  to  the  other  fide. 
They  firfl:  denied  the  fad  on 
which  the  arguments  of  minifiry 
were  founded  ;  namely  “  that  the 
promife  of  concurring  in  the 
“  revifal  of  laws  was  a  matter  of 
“  negociation.’’  It  was  a  power 


given  previous  to  any  treaty^  ci^' 
ther  in  progrefs,  or  even  in  com¬ 
mencement  ;  and  the  refufal  to  do 
what  was  fo  promifed,  would,  in-* 
Head  of  forwarding,  prevent  any 
tranfadion  of  the  kind.  They 
laughed  at  the  idea,  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  being  fatisfied  with  afking 
lefs  than  we  fiiould  voluntarily 
grant,  and  the  danger  of  our  out¬ 
doing  their  demands  by  our  con- 
ceiTions.  They  faid  it  was  an  evi* 
dent  mockery.  The  crown  had 
promifed  in  this  proclamation 
fomething  which  without  parlia¬ 
ment  it  could  not  perform. 

They  infilled,  that  neither  the 
addrefs  of  1775,  nor  any  of  the 
documents  mentioned,  came  in 
any  degree  up  to  the  matter  in 
quellion.  They  extended  no  far¬ 
ther  than  to  the  receivin?  of 
complaints  or  grievances,  and 
referring  them  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  parliament,  that  it  might 
judge  of  their  validity,  and  pre- 
feribe  a  remedy  if  neceffary.  But 
the  promife  in  the  declaration,  if 
not  a  piece  of  hypocrify  held  out 
merely  to  deceive  and  trepan  the 
Americans,  can  mean  nothing  lefs, 
than  an  engagement  on  the  fide 
of  the  crown  for  the  future  con- 
duff  of  parliament.  Nay  it  goes 
farther,  it  engages  that  parlia¬ 
ment  fiiall  acl  direflly  contrary 
to  its  own  opinion,  fentiments, 
and  condufl,  in  a  matter,  on 
which  it  has  repeatedly  declared 
and  confirmed  them  5  for  as  the 
crown  cannot  poffibly  have  any 
fliare  in  the  revifal  of  laws,  though 
it  has  on  their  being  paffed  or 
repealed,  the  engagement  can 
mean  nothing  elfe  than  the  re¬ 
peal  of  thofe  a£ls,  though  all  the 
world  knows,  that  the  h^ufe  has 

con- 
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conftantly  rejected  every  overture 
of  that  nature,  with  the  higheft 
difdain,  and  moll  determined  per- 
feverance. 

Nor  was  the  flight  and  con¬ 
tempt  fhewn  to  parliament  lefs  in 
any  part  of  the  American  bufi- 
nels.  Though  they  granted  the 
mod  unbounded  fupplies  without 
account  or  enquiry,  and  laviflied 
their  conilituents  money  with  a 
profufion  unknown  in  any  other 
period,  yet  were  they  kept  totally 
in  the  dark  in  ail  matters  necelTary 
for  their  knovvledge,  and  only  fhewn 
at  certain  times  fo  much  light, 
as  was  fufficient  to  miilead  them 
for  fome  particular  purpofe.  Thus, 
nothing  is  to  be  heard  from  mi- 
niflers  within  thefe  walls,  but  the 
heroic  language  of  fubjugation, 
unconditional  fubmiflion,  and  a 
war  of  conquefl.  America  is  to 
be  fubdued ;  charters  are  to  be 
modified  or  annihilated  at  plea- 
fure ;  and  an  effedlive  revenue  is 
to  be  obtained,  fufficient  to  ren¬ 
der  our  own  burthens  quite  eafy. 
Whilfl  parliament  is  thus  amufed, 
and  thefe  doctrines  fecure  an  ir- 
refiflible  party,  and  the  bulk  of 
the  people  on  this  fide  of  the 
water,  the  mod  moderate  mea- 
fures  and  fafcinating  promifes  are 
held  out  by  the  fame  miniders 
on  the  other  fide,  and  nothing  is 
to  be  heard  in  America,  but  peace, 
conciliation,  and  parental  tender- 
mefs.  If  a  dragling  fa6t  finds  its 
way  into  the  houfe  by  the  aid  of 
a  news-paper,  we  are  at  one  time 
told  that  its  notoriety  rendered  a 
communication  of  it  unneceffary, 
as  by  only  depping  to  New  York, 
any  body  might  have  read  it 
there  upon  the  walls  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  houfes ;  and  at  another,  we 
are  gravely  informed,  that  as  Mr, 


Pitt  did  not  communicate  feme 
private  converfation  v/hich  paded 
between  him  and  M.  de  Burffy, 
it  would  not  be  fitting;  to  intrud 
parliament  with  the  fecrets  con¬ 
tained  in  a  public  proclamation. 

But  nothing  was  fo  totally  re¬ 
probated  by  oppofition,  or  gave 
rife  to  fo  much  afperity  in  the 
debate,  as  the  dodlrine  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  no  treaty  or  negociation 
with  the  Americans,  until  they 
had  refeinded  the  declaration  of 
independency. '  This  was,  they 
faid,  a  dodlrine  founded  in  cruel¬ 
ty,  and  crying  out  for  blood.  It 
was  telling  them  in  exprefs  terms, 
that  they  mud  either  furrender 
their  arms,  all  the  rights  of  free¬ 
men,  and  fubmit  to  any  flavery 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
impofe  on  them,  (for  uncondi¬ 
tional  fubmiffion  could  mean  no¬ 
thing  elfe,)  or  they  mud  prepare 
to  endure  the  utmod  extremities  of 
war,  and  to  fight  it  out  to  the 
lad  man. 

They  afked  upon  what  prece¬ 
dent  this  horrid  dodlrine  was 
founded.  Philip  the  Ild  of  Spain,  ' 
who  was,  in  his  day,  confidered  as 
the  mod  gloomy,  cruel,  and  de- 
fpotic  tyrant  in  Chridendom, 
when  he  was  in  the  fame  circum- 
dances  with  the  Netherlanders, 
whom  he  had  aifo  forced  tq  a 
declaration  of  independency,  ac¬ 
commodated,  notwithdanding,  the 
extravagance  of  his  pride,  and 
the  bitternefs  of  his  refentment, 
to  a  wifer,  as  well  as  more  hu¬ 
mane  policy.  He  condefeended 
to  treat  with  thofe  daring  rebels, 
who  by  declaring  themfelves  fo,» 
vereign  and  independent,  had 
thrown  off  all  allegiance  to  him  ; 
he,  by  public  edidl,  admitted 
their  ffiips  to  enter  his  ports,  and 

to 
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to  depart  in  fafety  ;  he  made  pro- 
pofais  to  thefe  new  Hates  ;  and 
he  finally  and  pofitivelv  declar- 
ed,  that  he  would  redrels  all  their 
grievances.  Our  own  hillories, 
as  well  as  thofe  .of  other  nations, 
both  antient  and  modern,  abound 
with  fuch  infiances.  What  code 
of  hiitory  or  policy,  then,  have 
our  minillers  made  the  rule  of 
their  prefent  condudl  ? 

But,  they  faid,  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  had  been  fyftematically 
and  defignedly  driven  to  the  pre- 
fent  extremity.  All  the  meafures 
purfued  for  a  fucceffion  of  years, 
tended  uniiormly  to  that  point. 
And  finally,  the  commiflion  for 
peace  was  kept  back  for  fcven 
months,  until  all  poiTibility  of  its 
producing  any  efieft  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  Americans,  as  had 
been  well  forefeen,  were  driven 
to  their  lafi;  refource  of  inde¬ 
pendency.  Ail  the  bloodihed  and 
devailation  that  has  nnce  taken, 
and  that  will  hereafter  take  place, 
it  was  faid,  would  lie  at  the 
door  of  the  authors  of  that  de¬ 
lay.  .  This  it  was  that  laid  the 
noble  city  of  New  York  in  allies, 
that  covered  the  plains  with  {laugh¬ 
ter  and  defolation,  and  lleeped 

*  'A 

the  bayonets  of  foreign  mercena¬ 
ries  in  Britiih  blood. 

And  now  having  fucceeded  in 
urging  them  to  defperation,  to 
the  uttermoft  degree  of  refi fiance, 
and  to  the  laft  refort  of  inde¬ 
pendency,  they  bring  thefe  in¬ 
evitable  confequences  of  their  own 
meafures,  as  arguments  to  prove, 
that  nothing  but  force,  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  armies,  and  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  war,  can  bring  them 
to  a  reafonable  and  proper  way 
of  thinking  and  afling  ;  that  the 
fword  is  the  only  mode  of  reafon- 
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ing  with  Americans ;  cotiquefl 
the  only  means  of  rendering  them 
free  and  happy  ;  and  Hefiianv'r 
and  Highlanders  the  moft  Ikilful 
logicians,  for  enlightening  their 
minds,  and  convincing  their  un- 
derftanding. 

Upon  the  whole  they  conclud¬ 
ed,  that  if  the  houfe  refufed  to 
concur  in  the  propofed  motion, 
it  would  afibrd  a  full  conviction 
to  the  Americans,  that  the  pro- 
pofals  held  out  by  the  Commif- 
fioners  were  indeed  infidious  and 
treacherous ;  that  no  reliance 
could  for  the  future  be  placed, 
nor  conditions  of  any  fort  fafely 
entered  into  with  government,  as 
the  latent  pretence  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  negative,  would  always 
afford,  a  fanftion  to  the  molt 
fliarnefui  breach  of  contract  and 
faith  ;  and  that  all  the  world 
would  thereby  fee  with  horror, 
that  the  different  parts  of  the 
Britifli  government,  had  united 
in  an  odious  confederacy,  for  the 
detefiable  purpofes  of  deftroying 
and  exterminating,  inllead  of  go¬ 
verning  their  colonies. 

The  quefiion  being  at  length 
put,  was  rejected  upon  a  divifion 
by  a  majority  of  109,  to  47  only 
who  fupported  the  motion. 

From  this  time  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  the  minority,  particularly 
of  the  Rockingham  party,  be¬ 
gan  to  relax  in  their  attendance 
upon  parliament  in  either  houfe  f 
or  rather  to  withdraw  themfelves 
wholly  and  avowedly  upon  all 
queftions  which  related  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  only  to  attend  upon 
fuch  matters  of  private  bills  or 
bufinefs,  in  which  they  had  fome 
particular  concern  or  interefi# 
Thih  conduCl  was  fo  markedy 
that  fojiie  of  the  principal  leaders 
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©f  oppofition,  after  attending 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the 
morning  upon  private  bufinefs, 
as  foot!  as  a  public  queftion  was 
introduced,  took  a  formal  leave 
of  the  Speaker,  and  immediately 
withdrew.  Though  by  this  means 
a  clear  held  was  left  to  the  mi- 
niflers,  and  the  valt  articles  of 
fupply  were  carried  without  a  de¬ 
bate  ;  yet  thefe  filent  votes,  in 
the  granting  and  difpofal  of  fuch 
immenfe  fums  of  the  national 
treafure,  was  by  no  means  fo  plea- 
fant  a  circumftance,  as  might  at 
hrll  light  be  imagined  ;  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  being  obliged  to  liken  to 
the  arguments  of  a  minority, 
which  was  not  fufficiently  nume¬ 
rous  to  throw  any  real  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  way  of  bufinefs,  and 
of  undergoing  occafionally  the 
fatigue  of  a  late  evening,  being 
abundantly  compenfated  by  that 
fandion,  which  a  decided  majo¬ 
rity  afforded  upon  every  quekion 
to  their  mealures.  Whilft  the 
paffing  of  fuch  refolutions  with¬ 
out  debate  or  enquiry,  feemed  in 
fome  degree  to  leave  them  open 
for  future  difculTion. 

This  meafure  of  a  fort  of  par¬ 
tial  fecelTion,  was  juftifed  upon 
feveral  grounds.  They  faid,  that 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  all 
oppofition  t©  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  particularly  with  re- 
fpedt  to  American  affairs,  was 
not  only  vain  and  fruitlefs,  but 
from  the  overbearing  and  refift- 
lefs  force,  which  lupported  the 
minillers  in  every  queition,  it  be¬ 
came  worfe  ;  it  became  frivolous 
and  contemptible.  That  it  was 
too  degrading  to  themfelves  to 
be  the  continual  inftruments  of 
©ppofing  the  ineffedtive  weapons 
of  reafon  and  argument,  to  the 
VoL.  XX.  1777. 
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deaf  infolence  of  an  irrefikable 
force,  which  had  long  fince  de¬ 
termined  upon  its  condudl,  with¬ 
out  the  fmallell  regard  to  either. 
That  there  was  no  fuch  thing 
as  faving  a  people  -againll:  their 
will.  And  ^hat  the)  had  for  a 
fuccefiion  of  )ears,  repeatedly  ap¬ 
prized  and  warned  the  nadon, 
of  the  dangers  attending  thoie 
ruinous  meafures  which  1  was 
purluing  ;  and  of  the  fatal  preci¬ 
pice  that  mull  terminate,  that 
mad  career,  in  which  they  were 
blindly  and  defperately  driven. 

They  faid,  that  by  various  arts, 
by  fuccefsfully  playing  with  their 
pafTions,  through  the  falfe  ideas 
of  domination  and  interek  which 
were  held  out  to  allure  and  de¬ 
ceive  them,  together  with  the  in¬ 
finite  numbers  who  were  interek- 
ed  in  the  continuance  of  our  pub¬ 
lic  calamities,  and  the  unbound¬ 
ed  influence  of  the  crown,  which 
of  late  pervaded,  almok,  every 
recefs,  the  people,  who  in  the 
beginning  were  rather  difinclined 
to  thefe  meafures,  inkead  of  be¬ 
nefiting  by  counfei  or  taking 
heed  by  warning,  had  unhappily, 
in  a  very  great  degree,  adopted 
the  opinions  and  prejudices  in¬ 
tended  by  thefe  who  were  in- 
tereked  in  their  delufion.  That 
now,  every  meafure  propofed,  and 
every  violence  declared  againft 
America,  is  confidered  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  courfe,  to  be  in  favour  and 
fupport  of  Great  Britain,  whilk 
every  attempt  at  curing  or  allay¬ 
ing  our  unhappy  civil  ferment, 
is  kigmatized  as  the  offspring  of 
fadlion,  and  as  a  traitorous  dere- 
lidlion  of  the  rights  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  parent  kate.  That 
good  and  bad  luccefs  are  equally 
urged  and  admitted  as  motives 
[>yj  for 
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for  a  perfeverance  in  thofe  mea- 
fares,  which  have  already  plung¬ 
ed  the  empire  in  civil  war,  di- 
ilradlion,  and  ruin.  That  in  fuch 
a  date  of  affairs,  and  during  the 
prevalence  of  fuch  difpofitions, 
all  druggies  to  oppofe,  would  ra¬ 
ther  inflame  than  leffen  the  di- 
demper  of  the  public  counfels. 
That  as  it  vyas  not  the  part  of 
a  wife  man  to  drive  with  im- 
poffibilities,  fo  neither  was  it 
confident  for  thofe,  who  regard¬ 
ed  their  honed  fame  beyond  all 
other  things,  excepting  their  prin¬ 
ciples  and  honour,  to  draw  upon 
themfelves  the  odium  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  by  ineffedlual 
efforts  to  ferve  them.  That  they 
would  therefore,  preferving  their 
principles  dill  unfhaken,  referve 
their  aftivitv  for  rational  endea- 
Vours,  when  the  prpfent  delirium 
might  be  fo  far  allayed,  either 
with  the  people  or  with  their 
miniders,  as  to  afford  fome  room 
for  its  operating  with  advantage. 

This  example  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  followed,  nor  the  condudt 
opproved  of,  by  feveral  members 
of  the  oppofltion.  They  even 
loudly  blamed  this  proceeding. 
They  quedioned,  whether  any 
member  could,  confidently  with 
his  duty,  withdrav/  himfelf  indi¬ 
vidually  from  the  bufinefs  of  par¬ 
liament,  merely  from  an  opinion 
that  he  would  be  outvoted,  and 
that  his  attendance  would  there¬ 
fore  be  ufelefs.  They  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  a  feceflion,  collec¬ 
tively  in  a  body,  had  not  only 
the  fandtion  of  precedent,  but 
might  he  pradlifed  with  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  be  produftive  of 
much  benefit  in  fuch  cafes  as  the 
prefent.  But  for  this  purpofe, 
they  faid,  it  mud  be.  attended 


with  the  following  circumdances> 
In  the  fird  place,  it  mud  be 
general,  including  the  whole  mi¬ 
nority  againd  the  meafure  that 
provoked  the  feceflion  ;  and  in 
the  next,  that  it  fhould  not  be  a  fi- 
lent  adl  ;  but  that  the  motives 
for  the  feceflion  fhould  be  pro¬ 
claimed,  either  by  a  remondrance 
on  the  journals,  or  a  public  ad- 
drefs  to  the  people.  Under  thefe 
circumdances,  they  faid,  that  fe¬ 
ceflion  was  not  only  judifiable 
but  laudable,  and  in  cafes  of 
imminent  danger  to  the  condi- 
tution,  might  operate  as  a  call 
to  the  nation,  and  awaken  the 
people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  fitua- 
tion . 

The  other  and  greater  part  of 
the  minority  denied,  that  any 
rule,  but  every  man’s  prudence 
and  opinion  of  his  duty,  could 
be  preferibed  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion.  That  though  minority  was 
a  term  ufed  in  ordinary  fpeech  ; 
minorities'  were  not  corporate  bo¬ 
dies,  nor  bound  to  aft  as  fuch  ; 
nor  could  any  precedents  be  of 
avail  in  matters  of  that  nature. 
They  had  no  way  of  compelling 
unanimity  ;  and  nothing  but  una¬ 
nimity  could  make  them  aft  in 
the  manner  preferibed.  The 
greater  number  could  not  decide* 
If  a  difference  of  opinion  ap¬ 
peared,,  men  mud  dand  on  their 
charafter,  and  their  reafons  for 
their  conduft. 

On  this,  as  on  many  forme? 
occafions,  the  oppofltion  difeover- 
ed  great  difunion,  and  much  per- 
fonal  and  party  diflike  to  each 
other,  to  the  great  drengthening 
of  minidry  ;  who  though  divided 
alfo  amongd  themfelves,  yet  be¬ 
ing  involved  in  one  official  fy- 
dsin,  and  fupported  by  the  crown, 

did 
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did  not  fuffcr  fo  much  by  their 
dilcord.  In  this  fituation,  a  few 
of  the  minority  rather  increafed 
their  efforts. 

Upon  the  motion  and  grant  in 
^  the  committee  of  Ihpply, 

*  of  45 ,000  feamen  for  the 
fervice  of  the  itnfuing  year,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  oppofition,  who  has  long 

been  a  fevei'c  cenlbr  noon  the 

1 

conduct  of  our  naval  affairs,  took 
that  opportunity  of  making  forne 
very  pointed  'and  diredl  charges 
againft  the  noble  Peer  at  the  head 
of  that  department.  Of  thefe,  the 
moft  material  was,  a  wilful  and 
dangerous  impc'fition  both  on  par¬ 
liament  and  the  public,  tending 
to  lull  the  nation  at  this  critical 
feafon  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
a  falfe  reprefentation  of  the  ftate 
of  the  navy,  both  with  relpedl  to 
the  number  of  Teamen,  and  the 
condition  of  the  fhips. 

This  conduct  was  much  cen- 
fured  on  the  other  fide,  as  not  only 
being  an  attack  upon  an  abfent 
perfon,  but  upon  a  perfon,  who 
from  his  particular  fituation  as  a 
Peer,  could  not  at  any  time  be 
prefent  in  that  Houfe  to  any  charge, 
nor  competent  to  any  defence.  At 
the  fame  time,  his  condudl  and 
charatler  were  vindicated  with 
■great  warmth,  both  by  the  Mi- 
nifler,  and  thofe  Lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  who  belonged  to  that 
Houfe,  who  afferted,  that  nothing 
could  afford  greater  fatisfaftion,  or 
redound  more  to  the  honour  of  the 
noble  Peer  in  quefiion,  than  a  llricl 
parliamentary  enquiry  into  every 
thing  relative  to  the  department 
in  which  he  prefided,  when  all  the 
charges  brought  againft  him,  would 
appear  founded  in  error  or  falfe- 
hood,  and  proceeding  from  igno¬ 
rance  or  malice.  But  they  con- 
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tended,  that  exclufive  of  the  in¬ 
decency  and  perfonality  of  the 
attack,  nothing  could  be  more 
diforderly  or  unparliamentary  than 
the  introduftion  of  the  fubjetl  in 
fuch  a  manner,  without  any  accu- 
fation  being  formally  before  them, 
which  could  at  all  bring  it  within 
their  cognizance. 

Mr.  Luttrell,  who  made  the 
charge,  infifted  upon  his  right, 
as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  to  make  fuch  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  condufi  of  Minifters 
or  public  officers,  however  high 
in  rank  or  ftation,  as  it  appeared 
to  him  to  merit ;  that  it  was  no 
lefs  his  right  than  his  duty,  when 
the  malverlation,  or  inability,  of 
thofe  entrufted 'with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  public  affairs  became  in¬ 
compatible  with  its  fafety,  to  ufe 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  juftice.  As  to  the 
objedion  of  a  want  of  formal  accu- 
fation  being  before  them,  he  would 
cure  that,  as  foon  as  the  Houfe 
was  refumed  ;  for  if  they  would 
allow  him  the  neceffary  official 
documents,  which  he  would  then 
move  for,  he  v/ould  fupport  his 
charges  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  perfcd  fatisfadlion  to  the 
Houfe. 

He  accordingly  moved,  when 
the  Houfe  was  refumed,  that  fundry 
returns  of  the  navy,  which  had 
been  received  at  the  Admiralty 
within  certain  fpecified  periods, 
fhould  be  laid  before  them.  Thefe 
documents,  he  faid,  befides  afford¬ 
ing  the  proofs  which  he  wanted 
to  eftablifh  his  charges,  and  to 
fupport  his  fucceeding  motion, 
would  anfwer  another  purpofe  of 
ftill  greater  importance,  that  of 
letting  the  Ploufe  into  the  true 
ftate  of  our  national  defence  and 

[-0]  ^  fecurity. 
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fecurity.  That  the  plea  for  with¬ 
holding  thofe  papers,  from  a  dread 
of  expofing  our  weaknefs  to  fo¬ 
reigners,  was  ridiculous,  unlcfs  it 
would  be  contended,  that  our 
watchful  and  clear-fighted  enemies 
had  no  other  means  of  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  our  real  llrength, 
than  from  the  falfe  reprefentation 
of  it  which  was  laid  before  par¬ 
liament,  with  the  avowed  delign 
of  impofition.  But  even,  if  that 
were  fw'allowed,  it  could  not  avail 
in  the  prefent  inilance,  as  the 
weaknefs  acknowledged  by  refuilng 
the  means  of  enquiry^  mud  produce 
every  ill  confequence  that  could 
podibly  attend  the  mod  perfedl 
difclofure. 

The  papers  were,  however,  ab- 
folutely  refufed,  and  the  motion 
rejedled  without  a  dividon.  The 
impropriety  of  fuch  an  enquiry  in 
a  critical  iituation  like  the  prefent 
was  dill  ftrongly  infided  on.  That 
whether  we  were  prepared  or  un¬ 
prepared,  fuch  a  difclofure  of  our 
naval  drength  or  weaknefs,  would 
be  extremely  impolitic  and  un- 
feafonable.  That  if  we  were  fu- 
perior  in  force  to  our  enemies, 
fuch  a  knowledge  might  prevent 
their  fpeaking  out,  and  of  courfe, 
keep  us  in  the  dark  as  to  their 
latent  deiigns,  and  their  difpo- 
fition  towards  us.  If  w^e  were 
otherwife,  the  impropriety  mud 
be  dill  greater,  as  it  mud  encourage 
them  to  take  an  advantage  of  our 
defencelefs  fituation.'  But  in  any 
cafe,  they  faid  that  the  budnefs  of 
government  could  not  be  carried 
on,  if  fuch  peeviili  enquiries  were 
encouraged.  Either  change  your 
Minifters,  or  repofe  a  proper  degree 
of  conddence  in  them.  Let  no¬ 
body  be  vain  enough  to  imagine, 
that  the  affairs  of  that  date  can  be 
well  and  fuccefsfnlly  conducted,  in 


which  the  hidden  arcana  of  fts 
policy,  are  upon  every  trifling  oc- 
caflon  to  be  expofed  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world.  The  gentle¬ 
men  in  oflice  afferted,  that  the 
navy  was  never  in  a  more  re- 
fpeftable  dtuation,  nor  that  de¬ 
partment  more  ably  conduced 
than  at  prefent.  They  vindicated 
the  conduct  of  the  abfent  Lord 
with  great  v/armth  ;  and  indeed 
the  whole  debate,  both  in  the 
Committee  and  the  Houfe,  was 
carried  on  with  unufual  heat  and 
afperity. 

The  expences  of  the  navy  this 
year,  including  the  ordinary  at 
400,005  I.  and  the  building  and 
repairing  of  fhips,  which  was  voted 
at  465,500!.  amounted  to  no  lefs 
than  3,205,5051.  —  Excluiive  of 
4,000 1,  which  W2JS  afterwards  voted 
to  Greenwich  hofpical,  and  without 
taking  any  notice  of  a  million, 
which  was  granted  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  feflion,  to  be  applied 
towards  the  difeharge  of  the  debt 

ot  the  navy. 

¥ 

If  the  naval  expences  were  thus 
large,  the  fupplies  for  the  land 
fervice,  which  were  voted  a  few 
days  after  without  a  ^ 

debate,  were  not  lefs  ^ 

fo,  falling  little  fliort  of  three 
millions,  although  the  extraordi¬ 
naries  of  the  land  fervice  for  the 
preceding  year,  which  exceeded 
the  amount  of  i,200,oool.  with 
fome  new  contracls  for  additional 
German  forces,  and  the  heavy 
expences  of  half-  pay  and  Chelfea, 
were  not  yet  provided  for. 

The  fupplies  being  fo  far  gran  ted, 
and  no  public  bufinefs  of  any  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  way,  an  early  and 
long  recefs  took  place,  the  Houle 
adjourning  on  the  day  y-. 
of  the  public  fall,  to 
the  2ift  ©f  the  following  January. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Bill  for  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprifaU  pafed,  nvith  a  fmall 
amendment  in  the  titky  by  the  Lords.  Bill  for  fecuring  perfons  charged 
n.vith  high  treafon^  brought  in  by  the  Minijier.  Great  debates  ut)on  the 
fecond  reading,  ^ejiion  of  commitment  carried  by  a  great  majority. 
'Jmendrnent  paffed  in  the  committee.  Second  amendment  rejeded.  Debates 
rene^joed  on  receinoing  the  report.  Petition  from  the  ciy  of  Londori  againf 
the  bill.  Amendment  ?nO'ved  and  agreed  to.  Second  propoj'ed  claufe  of 
amendment  rcjeded.  Great  debates  on  the  third  reading.  Claufe  prcpofed 
by  nvay  of  rider y  is  received  'ivith  an  amendment .  ijuefion  upon  the  third 
reading  carried  upon  a  di-vifon.  The  bill  pajfes  the  Lords  njjithout  any 
amendment. 


A  Bill  for  enabling  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  to  grant  commif- 
fions,  or  letters  of  marque  and 
reprifal,  as  they  are  ufually  called, 
to  the  owners  or  captains  of  pri¬ 
vate  merchant  fiiips,  authorizing 
them  to  take  and  make  prize  of 
all  velTels  with\ their  elFefts,  be¬ 
longing  to  any  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  thirteen  fpecified  revolted 
P  ,  ^  American  colonies,  was 

*  pafTed,  without  debate 
or  oppofjtion,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  foon  after  the 
recefs.  It  did  not  coft  much  more 
trouble  to  the  Lords,  with  whom 
it  only  underwent  the  trifling  alte¬ 
ration,  of  inferting  the  words 
letters  of  permifjionj  in  the  place  of 
letters  of  marqucy  the  latter  being 
thought  only  applicable  to  re- 
prifals  on  a  foreign  enemy. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  Miniller 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
enable  his  Majelly  to  fecure  and 
detain,  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpeded  of,  the  crime  of  high 
treafon  committed  in  America, 
or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime 
of  piracy.  He  prefaced  the  mo¬ 
tion  by  obferving,  that  during  the 


prefent  war  in  America,  many 
prifoners  had  been  made  ;  who 
were  in  the  actual  commiflion  of 
the^ crime  of  high  treafon  ;  that 
there  were  others  guilty  of  that 
crime,  who  might  be  taken,  but 
who  for  want  of  fufiicient  evidence, 
could  not  at  prefent  be  fecurely 
confined.  That  it  had  been  cufto- 
mary  in  cafes  of  rebellion,  or 
danger  of  invafion  from  without, 
to  enable  the  crown  to  feize  fuf- 
pedled  perfons.  That  he  would 
not,  however,  be  thought  to  hint 
at  any  prefent  necefiity  of  en- 
trufting  iVIiniilers  with  fuch  a 
power  in  generab;  the  times  were 
happily  different  from  thofe  which 
called  for  fuch  exertions  in  their 
utmofl:  extent  ;  neither  rebellion 
at  home,  nor  foreign  war,  were  at 
prefent  to  be  apprehended.  For 
thefe  reafons,  it  was  not  meant  to 
afk  the  full  power,  ufually  obtained 
in  former  cafes  of  rebellion.  But 
as  the  law  flood  at  prefent,  it 
was  not  pofiible  for  government, 
officially,  to  apprehend  the  moll 
fufpefted  perfon.  Another  cir- 
cumflance  which  required  an  im¬ 
mediate  remedy  was,  that  the 
crown  had  at  prefent  no  means  of 
[Z)]  3  confining 
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confining  rebel  prifoners,  or  thofe 
taken  in  the  crime  of  piracy  on 
the  high  Teas,  but  in  the  common 
gaols ;  a  meafure  not  only  incon¬ 
venient  but  impradlicable.  In  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs  it  was  ab¬ 
solutely  neceffary,  that  the  crown 
fhould  be  enabled  to  confine  pri¬ 
foners  under  thofe  defcriprions, 
and  to  provide  for  their  fecurity, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  was 
praflifed  with  refped,  to  other  pri¬ 
foners  of  war,  until  circumftances 
might  make  it  advifeable  to  pro¬ 
ceed  criminally  againfl:  them. 
Such,  he  faid,  were  the  purpofes 
of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  brought 
in  and  read  on  the  enfuing  day, 
and  a  motion  made,  that  it  fhould 
be  read  the  fecond  time  on  the 
icth,  which  was  the  following 
Monday,  It  now  appeared,  that 
the  enatling  claufe,  rendered  all 
perfons  taken  in  the  ad  of  high 
treafon,  committed  in  any  of  the 
colonies,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or 
in  the  ad  of  piracy,  or  who  are 
or  fliall  be  charged  with  or  fuf- 
peded  of  any  of  thofe  crimes, 
liable  to  be  committed  to  anv 
common  gaol,  or  to  any  other 
fpecial  place  of  confinement,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpofe  under  his 
Majefty’s  fgn  manual,  within  any 
part  of  his  dominions,  there  to  be 
detained  in  fafe  cufiody,  without 
bail,  mainprize,  or  trial,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  law,  with 
a  provifion,  however,  enabling 
a  certain  number  of  the  Privy 
Council  to  grant  an  order,  for  ad¬ 
mitting  fach  perfons  to  bail  or 
trial. 

Of  the  few  minority  members 
who  were  prefent,  a  gentleman  of 
the  firft  eminence  in  his  profeffion, 
and  who,  a  few  years  fince,  filled 


the  fecond  law  office  under  the 
crown  with  the  greateil  reputa¬ 
tion,  expreffied  the  utmoft  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  a  matter  of  fuch  man- 
nitude  and  importance,  a  bill  tha6 
ftruck  diredly  at  that  great  palla¬ 
dium  of  the  Britifh  conftitution, 
and  only  fecurity  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people,  the  habeas 
corpus  law',  fhould  be  brought  in 
without  proper  notice,  at  a  feafou 
when  the  Houfe  was  fo  badly  at- 
tended,  and  an  attempt  made  to 
precipitate  its  paffage  in  fo  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  mmnner,  as  to  pro- 
pofe  the  fecond  reading  within 
three  or  four  days  of  its  being  firfi 
heard  of.  He  faid,  befides  the 
defe£l  in  point  of  notice,  it  had 
been  brought  in  unfairly  ;  as  it 
y/as  totally  different  from  what  the 
Minifler  had  announced  it  to  be 
on  the  preceding  day.  Nor  was 
it  lefs  difcordant  in  its  own  parts, 
neither  the  title  nor  the  preamble 
affording  any  idea  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  matter  contained  in  the 
enading  ciaufes.  That  he  was 
equally  fnocked  and  alarmed,  to 
fee  a  bill  which  was  to  fufpend 
all  the  fundions  of  the  conilitu- 
tion,  brought  in  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  and  attempted  to  be 
fmuggied  through  a  thin  houfe 
under  falfe  colours,  before  the 
nation  could  be  apprized  of  its 
danger,  or  their  conftituents  have 
the  fmalleft  notice,  that  they  were 
going  to  furrender  the  foundation 
of  all  their  other  rights,  and  the 
peculiar  charaderiflic  of  the  Bri-, 
tifh  liberty  and  government. 
Mr.  Dunninp;,  who  made  thefe 
exceptions,  feeing  the  Houfe  then 
going  to  divide  upon  the  quellion 
for  the  fecond  reading,  which  he 
knew  would  be  carried,  moved  to 
have  the  bill  printed,  which, 

beipg 
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being  agreed  to,  prevented  tlie 
divifion. 

'rhe  alarm  excited  by  this  bill, 
recalled  a  few  of  thofe  gentlemen 
who  had  of  late  abfented  them- 
felves  from  the  Iloufe.  d'he 
debates  became  long,  animated, 
and  highly  intereding,  and  were 
not  unfrequently  intermixed  with 
the  fevered  animadverfion. 

The  oppofition  in  the  firft  place 
contended,  that,  upon  the  Mi- 
nifter’s  own  premifes,  the  bill  was 
entirely  needlefs  ;  for  as  we  were 
neither  involved  in  a  rebellion  at 
home,  nor  engaged  in  a  war  with¬ 
out,  there  could  be  no  legitimate 
reafon  for  inveiling  the  crown  with 
fo  dangerous  a  power.  Even  a 
foreign  war,  of  whatever  mag¬ 
nitude,  could  not  juilify  fuch  a 
meafure,  unlefs  there  were  fome 
valid  reafons  for  fuppoiing,  that 
an  invafion  would  be  encouraged 
and  fupported  by  fome  powerful 
intemvii  faftion.  It  was  a  mea¬ 
fure  only  to  be  adopted  in  cafes  of 
the  greatell  emergency,  when  the 
conftitution  and  liberties  of- the 
people  were  at  Hake,  and  every 
thing  muft  be  hazarded  for  their 
prefervation.  Didlatorial  power, 
was  an  edged  tool  not  to  be  played 
with.  The  crown  had  already 
fwclled  fo  far  in  power  and  in¬ 
fluence,  beyond  thofe  limits  which 
were  aifigned  to  it  at  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  as  to  afford  too  much  room 
for  ferious  refledlion,  to  every 
ferious  man  and  lover  of  his 
country.  In  this  fituation  of 
things,  there  could  be  neither  rea¬ 
fon  nor  prudence,  in  lifting  it  up 
at  once  beyond  all  law  and  re¬ 
train  t.  The  war  againli  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  was,  perhaps  unfortunately 
for  this  country,  popular  ;  a  cir- 
tumhance  which  rtimoved  every 
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colour  of  pretence  for  a  meafure 
of  this  nature.  And  the  power  of 
drawing  out  the  militia  without 
the  concurrence  of  parliament,  to¬ 
gether  w'ith  the  immenfe  force. by 
lea  and  land,  and  the  unbounded 
fupplies  of  money,  with  which  the 
Minillers  were  entrulled,  were  fully 
fufficient  for  the  flrength  and  fecu- 
ritv,  for  all  the  fair  and  honcll 
purpofes  of  government. 

With  refpecl  to  its  effeT  on 
America,  they  faid,  that  its  opera¬ 
tion  would  render  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  animofities  between  the 
Engiiili  of  thefe  idands  and  that 
continent  implacable,  and  not  only 
cut  off  the  hope,  but  the  poffibility 
of  any  future  reconciliation  ;  that 
under  the  colour  of  retaliation,  it 
would  excite,  or  afford,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  exercife  of  the  greateft 
perfonal  injuries,  and  the  moft 
horrible  cruelties,  on  both  lides. 

That  its  prefent  injuftice  was 
as  glaring,  as  its  future  effedt 
would  be  cruel  and  unhappy.  For 
that  letting  the  quellion  lie  dor¬ 
mant,  though  they  by  no  means 
gave  it  up,  as  to  the  judice  or 
propriety  of  confidering  or  treating 
as  pirates,  thofe  Americans  who 
were  taken  in  arms,  or  carrying 
on  war  againft  our  commerce  upon 
the  high  feas,  it  was  capable  of 
reaching  perfons  of  fo  different 
a  charabler,  that  all  mankind  muft 
agree  in  condemning  its  injuftice. 
I’his  bill,  they  faid,  would,  or 
might,  be  extended  to  others, 
befides  thofe  who  made  or  intended 
reprifals  ;  it  might,  for  any  thing 
that  appeared,  be  extended  to  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  peace¬ 
able  merchantman,  who  unable  to 
live  by  any  other  means  than  thofe 
to  which  they  were  bred,  are  con- 
iveying  a  cargo  of  the  commo- 
[Z)j  q  ditip? 
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dities  of  their  native  country  to 
a  market.  Thefe  under  other  laws 
might  poffibly  be  conlidered  as 
fmugglers  ;  but  it  will  remain  for 
this  to  punifli  them  as  pirates. 

This  bill,  they  faid,  wasnot,  how¬ 
ever,  calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
America  ;  its  operation  was  intend¬ 
ed  much  nearer  home.  The  Mini- 
Iters,  daring,  headlong,  violent, 
and  arbitrary,  as  they  v/ere,  had 
not  yet  courage  to  take  off  the 
malk,  and  openly  to  Itrike  the  fa¬ 
tal  blow  which  they  intended. 
They  were  itill  afraid,  without  the 
pretext  of  foreign  or  domcftic  war, 
to  avow  their  defigns  in  the  face  of 
day,  by  a  total  fufpenlion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  law.  How  do  they 
adl  in  this  nicety  of  htuation  ? 
They  patch  the  lion’s  hide  with 
the  fox’s  fein,  and  endeavour  to 
fupply  the  deiiciency  of  courage 
with  cunning.  They  bring  in  fur- 
reptitioully,  under  afalfe  title,  and 
introduce,  under  a  deluiive  pream¬ 
ble,  a  dark,  perplexed,  ambigu¬ 
ous,  and  infidious  bill,  which 
holds  out  fufficient  oftenhble  mat¬ 
ter  to  keep  Engliflimen  agape,  with 
tales  of  high  feas,  Americans,  and 
piracies,  whilft  they  are,  in  the 
mean  time,  cutting  through  their 
liberties,  and  ftabbing  the  confti- 
tution  of  their  country  to  the  vi¬ 
tals. 

In  the  fame  view  of  deception, 
faid  they,  upon  this  hrft  trial  of 
their  ftrength  in  fo  new  and  dan¬ 
gerous  a  meafure,  they  limit  the 
duration  of  the  bill  to  one  year, 
as  an  experiment ;  but  who  does 
not  fee,  that  the  fame  fatal  influ¬ 
ence,  which  will  now  grant  a  dic¬ 
tatorial  power  without  the  colour 
of  a  neceffary  motive,  will  render 
it  permanent  without  the  trouble  of 
a  pretext.  In  the  mean  time,  the 


public  are  to  be  hoodwinked  and 
deluded  under  the  falfe  covering 
of  a  law  to  punifh  the  rebellious 
Americans,  a  matter  about  which 
they  are  fo  perfedly  indifferent, 
that  very  few  of  them  will  even 
take  the  trouble  of  reading  the 
bill,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  will 
draw  every  fubjedl  of  this  country, 
refiding  either  in  the  Eafl  or  the 
Weil  Indies,  in  the  unoffending 
provinces  of  America,  on  the  coafls 
of  Africa,  and  all  that  immenfe 
body  of  the  people  who  in  any 
manner  ufe  the  feas,  within  its  pe¬ 
rilous  vortex.  Nor  will  thofe  be 
fafer,  who  for  health,  bufinefs,  or 
pleafure,Crofs  the  channel  between 
Dover  and  Calais,  nor  the  multi¬ 
tudes  who  continually  pafs  and  re- 
pafs  between  England  and  Ireland. 
A  fifhing  party,  who  go  out  for 
pleafure  in  the  fummer,  will  be  put 
out  of  the  proteclion  of  the  laws, 
and  in  fa£t  proferibed,  as  foon 
as  they  have  paffed  low  water 
mark. 

Nor  let  the  midland  Engllfh- 
man,  who  never  faw  the  fea,  tri¬ 
umph  in  his  fecurity.  He  may 
foon  experience,  to  his  cofl,  how- 
far  the  dexterity  and  ingenuity  of 
the  crown  lawyers  may  extend  the 
yielding  texture  of  this  ambiguous 
bill  to  his  enthralment.  The  wide 
circuit  of  the  human  mind  is  not 
more  various  and  extenfive  than 
the  fufpicious  nature  of  man,  nor 
more  fertile  than  the  principle  of 
revenge  and  ambition,  which  leads 
to  private  ill  and  public  oppreiTion. 
This  fecure  and  unoffending  Eng- 
lifhman  may  find  himfelf  fuddenly 
■feized,  carried  off  without  warning 
from  his  family,  tranfported  to  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  rock 
of  Gibraltar,  the  burning  coafts  of 
Africa,  the  moil  peflilential  and 
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loath fomc  dungeon  in  the  putrid 
marlhes  of  Bengal,  or  to  any  other 
part  of  this  wide  extended  empire, 
in  which  it  is  thought  fitting  to 
inftitute  prifons  by  the  fign  ma¬ 
nual.  There  he  may  continue  to 
languifii  during  the  term  of  this 
‘'bill,  without  a  poflibility  of  legal 
fuccour,  and  cut  off  from  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  affiftance  of  his  neareil 
friends.  When  the  aft  expires, 
indeed,  if  it  is  not  renewed,  and 
that  the  unhappy  fufrerer  has  flill 
preferved  life,  through  the  horrors 
of  captivity,  and  the  flench  of  his 
dungeon,  he  may  again  return  to 
his  native  country.  He  may  then, 
perhaps,  be  tempted  to  enquire 
what  he  was  confined  and  banifhed 
for  ;  the  anfvver  is  ready,  “  for 
treafon  ag  he  is  confcious  of  his 
innocence,  he  will  endeavour  to 
throw  himfelf  upon  the  laws  of  his 
country  for  juhice,  and  challenge 
his  accufers  to  the  proof,  and  to 
make  good  their  charge  ;  but  the 
minifterlal  agent,  by  whom  he  was 
kidnapped,  will  laugh  in  his  face, 
and  tell  him  there  was  no  charge 
againll  him,  but  he  w'as  fufpefted  ; 
and,  producing  this  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  will  be  an  erfeftual  plea 
in  bar  of  every  remedy  he  can 
feek. 

Such  are  the  terrors,  and  the 
real  dangers,  faid  they,  which  this 
bill  will  hold  out  to  every  fubjeft 
of  this  realm.  For  as  a  bare  fufpi- 
cion  of  trealbn  will  be  fufficient  for 
all  the  dreadful  confequences  that 
are  mentioned,  no  rank  or  order  of 
men  can  be  exempt  from  them. 
The  firfl  fubjefts,  and  moft  emi¬ 
nent  citizens,  may  become  vic- 
I  tims  to  the  immediate  jealoulV, 
rancour,  or  arbitrary  caprice,  of 
the  prefiding  miniilerp.  Their 
'  deputies,  in  their  leveral  grada- 
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tions,  down  to  the  lovveft  under- 
krapper  in  office,  will  take  in  the 
other  clafTes  of  mankind.  Neither 
dillance  nor  obfeurity  will  be  a 
proteftion.  There  is  no  man  fo 
unknown,  or  place  fo  remote,  in 
which  fomc  private  enemy  may  not 
dikurb  his  repofe,  or  where  fome 
bufy,  ignorant,  or  profligate  ma- 
giflrate,  may  not  conceive  his  duty- 
concerned,  feel  his  vanity  tickled, 
or,  perhaps,  And  a  gratification 
of  the  mok  infamous  paffions,  in 
the  indulgence  of  an  unfounded, 
or  the  profecution  of  a  pretended, 
fufpicion.  Poverty  and  obfeurity, 
which  ufually  aiforded  jfhelter  to 
the  humble  and  the  weak  in  the 
tempeks  of  kates,  will  only  render 
the  doom  of  the  unhappy  culprit 
irrevocable.  No  body  needs  to  be 
informed,  that  hundreds  of  unfor¬ 
tunate  men  linger  out  their  mifer- 
able  lives  in  the  kate  prifons  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  countries,  merely  becaufe 
they  are  forgotten,  though  the  fy- 
kem  of  government  under  which 
they  originally  fufFered  no  longer 
exiib,  and  thofe  afts  for  which 
they  were  then  punifhed,  might 
now  perhaps  be  deemed  meritori¬ 
ous. 

This  bill  befides  creates  a  new 
order  of  punifliments,  unknown 
before  in  car  penal  laws,  and  en¬ 
dues  the  crown  with  powers  which 
it  could  not  obtain  by  a  total  fuf- 
perifion  of  the  habeas  corpus  law, 
and  v.'hich  it  did  not  poke fs  before 
its  formation.  A  power  of  banifh- 
ment  to  any  part  of  the  globe,  at¬ 
tended  with  circumkances  which 
incladc  the  rnok  bloody  fpecies  of 
profeription,  may  be  expefted  in  a 
little  time  to  form  one  of  the  hand¬ 
ing  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 

They  faid  it  would  be  idle  and 
abfurd  to  oppofe  fuch  a  bill  upon 
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legal  grounds,  or  to  bring  it  to 
any  teit  of  legal  enquiry  ;  for  where 
there  was  neither  reafon  nor  juf- 
tice,  there  could  be  no  law.  Law 
fappofes  a  rule,  prefcribes  a  duty, 
refpefting  either  the  public  or  in¬ 
dividuals  ;  it  points  out  the  tranf- 
greffion,  defines  the  offence,  an¬ 
nexes  the  puniihment,  and  fpecial- 
ly  provides  and  directs  all  the  in- 
ferniediate  fteps  between  the  charge 
and  conviction  ;  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  meafure  and  quantity  of 
the  punifhment.  Now  if  this  bill 
is  examined,  it  will  be  found  defi¬ 
cient  in  every  one  of  theie  requi- 
fttes.  No  crime  is  defcribed  ;  no 
enquiry  into  innocence  or  crimi- 
®ality  takes  place.  The  punifli- 
ment  is  infllfted  in  the  firil  in- 
Hance,  and  examination  is  to  fol¬ 
low.  Sufpicion  fupplies  the  place 
of  evidence.  Any  man  may  be 
fufpefted  ;  but  his  guilt  or  inno¬ 
cence  are  entirely  out  of  the  quef- 
tion  ;  his  puniihment  is  to  conti¬ 
nue,  and  no  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  either  daring  the  exiftence  of 
the  prefent  bill.  Such  is  this 
thing,  which  is  to  be  called  a  law  9 
which  enadls  punirnments  without 
examination  or  trial ;  combines 
their  duration  with  its  own  exift- 
cnce  ;  and  cuts  off  all  poiiible 
means  of  redrefs. 

They  faid,  that  this  bill  ferved 
as  a  kind  of  key,  or  index,  to  the 
defigns  which  minifters  had  for 
fome  years  been  manifeftly  form¬ 
ing,  the  objedls  of  which  they  ren¬ 
dered  vifible  from  time  to  time,  as 
opportunity  ferved,  as  circum'- 
llances  proved  favourable,  as  in¬ 
fluence  increafed,  and  power 
ffrengthened.  A  gentleman,  equal¬ 
ly  celebrated  for  his  wit  and  his 
eloquence,  compared  it  to  the  firil; 
fcene  of  tlie  laftadl  of  a  play,  when 
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fome  important  tranfadlion  or  dr- 
curnfiance,  affedling  the  principal 
perfonages  in  the  drama,  is  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  audience,  which  be- 
fides  unravelling  thofe  myfteries 
contained  in  the  former  adls,  opens 
at  once  the  whole  extent  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  plot,  or  defign,  and  leads 
diredtly  to  the  catafirophe.  This 
plan,  they  faid,  had  been  long 
obfervable,  to  thofe  w'ho  took  the 
trouble  of  marking  and  comparing 
the  difi'erent  parts  that  appeared, 
and  preferving  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  them  ;  and  however  covert¬ 
ly  hid,  or  artfully  held  back  out  of 
fight,  had  been  fyllematically 
adopted,  and  Ileadily  purfued  ;  it 
was  nothing  lefs  than  robbing 
America  of  her  Iranchifes,  as  a 
previous  Hep  to  the  introduction  of 
the  fame  fyfiem  of  governrnent  into 
this  country. 

Such  were  the  colours,  in  which 
the  nature,  tendency,  and  defign, 
of  this  bill  were  defcribed  by  the 
oppofition.  On  the  other  fide  it 
was  faid,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
malignity  of  difpofition,  which  led 
to  the  molt  groundlefs  and  unwar¬ 
rantable  fufpicions,  aperverfe  and 
captious  temper,  difpofed  to  quar¬ 
rel,  without  dillinClion,  with  all 
the  meafures  of  government,  and 
a  determination  to  impede  all  its 
acts,  however  falutary  or  neceffary, 
or  elfe  the  molt  factious  and  dan¬ 
gerous  motives,  could  have  given 
birth  to  the  fuggeftion,  that  this 
bill  meant  or  intended  any  thing 
farther,  than  what  it  fairly  im¬ 
ported,  a  power  to  apprehend, 
commit,  and  imprifon,  perfons 
actually  guilty  of  treafonable  of¬ 
fences  committed  in  America,  on 
the  high  feas,  or  of  the  crime  of 
piracy.  That  it  was  not  lefs  ab- 
furd  and  prepoHerous  than  malig¬ 
nant. 
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nant,  to.fuppore  it  was  framed  in¬ 
tentionally  to  reach  or  overtake 
perfons  guilty,  or  prefumed  to  be 
guilty,  of  offences  committed  with¬ 
in  the  realm.  That  if  government 
fufpefted  any  part  or  body  of  the 
people  at  home,  of  a  difpofition 
which  tended  to  a(Sts  of  that  dan¬ 
gerous  nature  fuppofed  by  the  bill, 
their  application  would  have  been 
fair,  open,  and  diredl  ;  they  would 
have  accompanied  the  requefl 
with  their  motives  for  making  it ; 
they  would  have  come  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  defired  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  A61,  in  fo 
many  words,  ftating  at  the  fame 
time,  what  fhould  ever  accompany 
fuch  a  requifition,  the  ground  of 
necelTity  upon  which  it  was  made. 
No  parliament  ever  reiufed  to  com¬ 
ply  with  fuch  a  requefl  in  fuch  cir- 
cumflances ;  much  lefs  could  fuch 
a  refufal  be  apprehended  at  the 
prefent  time,  if  adminillration  be 
really  in  poffeffion  of  that  over¬ 
ruling  influence,  and  dangerous 
power,  which  have  been  magni¬ 
fied  into  fuch  terrific  forms  by  the 
oppofitiqn. 

The  prefent  bill,  they  faid,  was 
framed  upon  the  moll  wife,  hu¬ 
mane,  and  equitable  principles. 
It  was  calculated  more  to  prevent 
mifehief,  than  to  inflict  punifh- 
ment,  much  lefs  to  eflablifh  per- 
fccution.  The  innocent  man  had 
nothing  to  fear  ;  but  it  was  equal¬ 
ly  confillent  with  right  policy  and 
humanity,  to  hold  out  terrors  to 
tlie  guilty.  And  whatever  harfli 
epithets  had  been  applied  by  the 
other  fide  to  the  bill,  or  to  its 
framers,  that  government  muft 
ever  be  confidered  as  the  wifefl, 
moil  humane,  and  moll  equitable, 
which  diredls  its  attention  to  de- 
vife  means  for  the  prevention  of 


crimes,  inllead  of  endeavoiarlng  to 
deter  men  from  a  violation  of  the 
laws  by  rigorous  and  fanguinary 
punifhments. 

But  fuppofing  the  bill  fhould 
have  the  operation  that  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  it  within  the  realm,  what 
colourable  objedion  could  lie  to  it 
even  upon  that  ground  ?  It  would 
Hill  create  no  new  power,  however 
it  might  declare  an  old  one.  Se¬ 
veral  ads  are  declared  by  thellatutes 
to  be  high  treafon.  Ot  hers  come 
within  the  clafs  of  conftr'udive  trea- 
fons,  which  are  not  explicitly  de¬ 
fined  by  any  llatute  ;  many  of 
which  are  however  eft.-ablilhed  by 
precedents,  and  the  j  udgment  of 
the  courts.  If  it  fhou  ld  then  ap¬ 
pear  that  any  perfons  in  this  coun¬ 
try  had  unlawfully  correfponded 
with  the  rebels  in  America,  had 
fupplied  them  with  money,  arms, 
implements  of  war,  or  intelligence, 
it  is  very  poflible  that  fuch  ads 
might  bring  them  vvithin  fome  of 
thofe  deferiptions  o-f  high  treafon, 
which  are  laid  down  by  the  lla- 
tutes,  or  founded  upon  them.  In 
fuch  cafe,  there  is  no  treafon  con- 
llruded  by  this  bill ;  it  only  en¬ 
ables  the  crown  t()  fecure  the  per¬ 
fons  of  fuch  dan-gerous  offenders, 
with  greater  expedition  and  effed, 
than  it  could  have;  done  in  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  of  legal  proceedings. 
Will  this  then  be  confidered  as  a 
rational  ground  of  objedion  to  the 
bill  ?  Or  will  it  be  contended, 
that  a  man’s  relidence  within  the 
kingdom,  affords  him  an  impuni¬ 
ty  for  all  ads  of  treafon  he  may 
chufe  to  commi  t If  there  were 
any  fuch  men  in  this  country,  it 
would  be  a  fufficient  motive,  ex- 
clufive  of  any  other,  for  paffing 
the  bill.  But  they  IHII  afferted, 
that  this  country  contained  no  fuch 
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defcription  of  men  ;  that  treafon 
and  rebeiiion  were  properly  and 
peculiarly  the  native  growth  of 
America  ;  and  that  the  bill  could 
only  operate  on  its  proper  objedls. 

The  Minifters  ur^ed,  in  the 
{Irongeft  terms,  the  necelEty  there 
was  for  ftrengtliening  the  hands  of 
government  at  this  critical  period. 
'They  faid  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  carry  on  public  bufinefs,  with¬ 
out  delegating  powers  to  the  crown 
uponextraordinaryoccafions,  which 
would  not  be  proper,  becaufe  they 
would  not  be  wanted,  in  ordinary 
cafes.  Parliament  were  the  proper 
judges,  when,  and  to  whom,  to 
entruft  fuch  extraordinary  powers. 
If  neceffity  was  a  good  ground  for 
granting  them,  that  neceffity  mod: 
apparently  and  incontrovertibly 
exided  at  prefent.  The  prefent 
iltuatioa  of  affairs  rendered  it  ne- 
ceifary  for  government  to  call  for 
every  affidance,  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  parliament  to  dele¬ 
gate  or  create.  Jf  parliament  had 
not  a  confidence^  in  the  miniders, 
it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  condudl  the  public  bufinefs. 
If  it  bad  a  proper  confidence  in  the 
crown  and  |its  miniders,  it  was  in 
the  lad  degree  of  abfurdity  to  mix 
it  with  idle  fears  and  ill-founded 
fufpicions. 

They  concluded,  that  the  whole 
weight  of  the  objeblions  made  to 
the  entniftine  of  the  crown  with 
the  power  demanded,  depended 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  its  being 
applied  to  evil  and  dangerous  pur- 
pofes.  That  this  concludon  was 
unfair  and  unfounded ;  equally 
falfe  in  reafon  and  argument.  It 
it  would  be  as  logical,  and  more 
tonfonan  t  to  reafon  and  experience, 
to  luppofe  that  this  power  would 
be  only  ufed  with  the  drided  pro« 


priety.  Parliament  w'as  the  great 
conditutional  check  on  all  power. 
If  the  powers  delegated  at  prefent, 
fhould  in  any  degree  be  abufed, 
that  will  hereafter  afford  a  mod 
proper  fubjedl  of  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry,  and  its  vengeance  will  hang 
over  thofe  offenders  who  dared  to 
violate  their  trud.  But  fore  it  is 
an  extraordinary  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  to  argue  againd  the  ufe,  from 
the  poffible  abufe  of  the  bill. 

Notwithdanding  the  vigour  of 
oppoiition,  the  divifion  ^  ,  , 

upon  the  queinon  or 
commitmert,  after  the  fecond 
reading,  fufficiently  cxpofed  its 
weaknefs  in  point  of  number  ;  the 
bill  being  committed  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Thurfday,  by  a  majority 
of  195  to  43. 

Upon  the  day  appointed,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  in  office  informed  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  having  obferved  in  the 
late  debate,  that  the  fpecial  power 
of  appointing  places  of  confine¬ 
ment,  under  the  fign  manual,  in 
any  part  of  his  Majedy’s  domi¬ 
nions,  had  been  much  urged  in 
argument,  and  created  apprehen- 
iions,  that  perfons  taken  into  cuf- 
tody  within  the  realm,  were  liable 
to  be  fent  beyond  fea,  to  didant 
places  of  confinement ;  and  that 
his  Majedy’s  fervants  having  no 
fuch  idea  in  contemplation,  and 
though  they  were  convinced  the 
claufe  in  its  prefent  date  did  not 
admit  of  that  interpretation,  were, 
however,  willing  to  give  every 
reafonable  fatisfadion  to  thofe  who 
thought  otherwife,  and  would 
therefore  obviate  and  remove  the 
doubts  which  arofe  upon  that  con- 
drudlion.  That  he  underdood  this 
was  the  only  folid  ground  of  ob- 
jedion  which  could  be  taken 
againd  the  bill,  and  that,  in  order 

to 
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to  render  the  bill  palateable,  and 
unobjectionable  to  all  parties,  he 
would  move,  that  the  words  “  in 
any  part  of  his  Majefty’s  domini¬ 
ons,”  jfhould  be  left  out,  and  that  the 
words  “  within  the  realm,”  Ihould 
be  inferred  in  their  place. 

This  conceffion  was  far  from  fa- 
tisfying  the  oppofition.  They 
faid,  that  the  power  of  indiferimi- 
nate  banifhment,  however  hideous, 
was  only  a  matter  of  fecondary 
confideration  ;  that  the  power  of 
apprehending  and  confining  the 
perfon  of  the  fubjeft,  upon  bare 
fufpicion,  without  a  pretext  of 
any  legal  caufe,  was  the  great  ob- 
jeft  of  alarm  and  danger,  and 
what  could  alone  afford  life  and 
aClivity  to  the  other.  They  con¬ 
tended,  that  a  line  fhould  be 
drawn  between  the  innocent  and 
the  guilty  ;  that  the  degree  of  pro¬ 
bability  attending  the  fufpicion, 
and  the  degree  of  guilt,  upon  which 
the  fufpicion  was  founded,  Ihould 
be  defined  fo  clearly,  that  the  in¬ 
nocent  might  know  when  they 
were  in  a  date  of  fecurity,  and  by 
what  error  or  trefpafs  it  might  be 
forfeited  ;  and  that  a  mode  of  re- 
drefs  fhould  be  provided,  in  cafes 
where  the  powers  granted  by  the 
bill  were  inanifeftly  or  grofly 
abufed.  And  that  upon  every  idea 
of  juftice  and  equity,  a  diflinClion 
fhould  be  made,  even  with  refpeft 
to  the  Americans,  between  thofe 
perfons  who  were  in  aClual  arms, 
and  fuch  as  only  fubmitted  to  the 
refpeClive  governments  in  which 
they  refided,  and  to  an  authority 
which  they  were  unable  to  refill. 

But,  in  the  name  of  goodnefs, 
faid  they,  if  the  intentions  of  the 
minifters  are  as  pure  and  as  inno¬ 
cent  as  they  profefs,  why  do  they 
refufe  to  confine  the  operation  of 
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this  bill  to  its  proper  objeCl?  Why 
extend  it  to  Great-Britain  ?  If 
fuch  powers  are  neceffary  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  let  them  be  created  ;  but  let 
their  direClion  be  fixed.  If  they 
are  wanted  in  this  country,  what 
are  they  mincing  the  matter  for, 
and  making  a  fecret  of  it  to  par¬ 
liament?  Let  them,  in  their  own 
manner,  make  the  demand  in  fo 
many  words;  let  them,  by  their 
own  rule  of  conduCl,  Hate  the  ne- 
cefiity  for  fo  doing  ;  and  when  this 
is  done,  to  the  fatisfaCtion  of  par¬ 
liament,  let  them  obtain  the  power 
in  the  moft  ample  and  comprehen- 
five  manner  they  can  defire.  But 
to  difclaim  the  intention  of  feek- 
ing  the  power,  and  at  the  fame 
time  endeavour  by  fpecious  and 
delufive  pretences  to  obtain  it,  car¬ 
ried  fuch  an  appearance  of  dupli¬ 
city,  impofition,  and  contempt  of 
that  afiembly,  as  was  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  any  former  tranfac- 
tion  between  minifters  and  parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  minifters  ftill  infifted  upon 
the  purity  of  their  intention  ;  that 
the  prefent  amendment  removed 
all  manner  of  ambiguity  from  the 
bill,  and  mull  afford  fatisfadlion 
to  any  thing  lefs  than  a  fixed  de¬ 
termination  to  find  fault  in  all 
events,  and  to  oppofe  indife/imi- 
nately  in  all  cafes.  The  title  of 
the  bill,  its  preamble,  and  theoc- 
cafion  of  bringing  it  in,  all  ferved 
to  fix  its  locality,  and  as  explana¬ 
tions  of  its  true  import  and  defign. 
Thefe  would  effectually  prevent  or 
clear  up  any  pofTible  mifconftruc- 
tlon  of  the  enadting  claufes. 

A  gentleman  in  oppofition,  faid 
he  would  put  adminiftration  to  a 
teft,  as  to  the  fincerity  of  their 
profeflions,  and  the  innocency  of 
intention  in  the  bill.  If  thefe 

were 
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were  real,  they  could  have  no  ob- 
jedlion  to  the  amendment  he  was 
going  to  propofe,  which  only 
tended  to  limit  the  operation  of 
the  bill  to  its  avowed  objefts.  He 
accordingly  moved  for  a  claufe  of 
amendment,  to  fpecify  that  the 
offence  for  which  any  perfon  was 
apprehended,  on  fufpicion  or  other- 
wife,  “  within  the  kingdom,’' 
mull  have  been  flated,  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  within  the  kingdom,  and 
not  elfewhere. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  gentleman' 
of  confiderable  rank  in  judicial 
proceedings,  though  not  one  of 
thofe  who  are  immediately  confi- 
dered  as  the  crown  lawyers,  dif- 
fented  totally  from  the  opinion 
held  out  by  his  brethren  in  office. 
He  acknowledged,  that  the  bill 
was  manifeftly  at  variance  with  the 
title  and  preamble ;  that  the  firif 
held  out  only  a  power  to  the  crown 
of  apprehending  and  committing, 
upon  grounds  of  fufpicion,  fuch 
perfon s  as  are  defer! bed  in  the 
preamble,  who  have  been,  or  may 
be,  brought  into  this  kingdom  ; 
but  the  enabling  part,  not  only 
gives  that  power,  but  it  grants  a 
general  power,  of  taking  all  per- 
fons  up  without  any  fpecification 
of  crime  whatever.  That  it  was 
abfurd  to  fay,  that  the  locality  of 
the  crime  was  marked  out  by  the 
bill.  Where  was  the  redrefs  pro¬ 
vided  ?  There  was  no  redrefs,  but 
by  an  application  to  the  privy 
council,  who  were  now  to  be  in- 
vefted  with  the  powers  belonging  to 
the  courts  of  common  law.  But 
the  mifehief  would  be  done,  in  the 
iirfl  inflance,  previous  to  any  fuch 
application,  and  the  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  Adi,  would  be  in  fadl  fufpend- 
cd,  to  ail  its  intents  and  purpofes, 


within  the  realm,  for  crimes  not 
pretended  to  have  been  committed 
wdthin  it.  He  was  therefore  clear¬ 
ly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  better 
to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  at 
once ;  becaufe  in  that  cafe,  every 
man  would  know  what  he  had  to 
depend  on,  and  every  good  fubjedl 
would  acquiefee  in  a  power, 
created  for  the  public  benefit. 

So  unexpedled  a  difference  of 
opinion,  in  fuch  a  quarter,  and  fo 
powerful  a  confirmation  of  the  ob- 
jedlions  laid  by  their  antagonifts, 
coming  from  fuch  an  authority, 
could  not  fail  tofurprize,  if  not  to 
flagger  the  minifters,  and  muft,  at 
another  feafon,  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  bill.  The  critical  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  and  the  neceffity 
of  Itrengthening  government,  v/ere, 
however,  brought  to  the  fupport  of 
the  meafure  in  this  exigency,  and 
the  lafl:  propofed  claufe  of  the 
amendment  was  rejedled  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  five  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  125,  to 
25  only,  who  fupported  the  mo¬ 
tion. 

This  defeat  did  not  prevent  the 
debate  from  being  renewed  with 

o  _ 

equal  if  not  greater  vigour  on  the 
following  day,  when 
the  report  was  received 
by  the  houfe  from  the  committee. 
A  petition  flrongly  oppofing  the 
bill,  was  alfo  received  from  the 
city  of  London  on  the  fame  day. 
They  concluded  this  petition  with 
a  declaration,  That  meafures  fo 
violent  and  unconftitutional ;  fo 
fubverlive  of  the  facred  and  funda¬ 
mental  riglits  of  the  people,  and 
fubjefting  them  to  the  molt  cruel 
fubjeftion  and  bondage,  would,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  petitioners,  be 
introdiuSlive  of  every  fpeciesof  mif- 

chief 
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chief  and  confufion  ;  and  thereby 
precipitate  the  impending  ruin  of 
this  country. 

In  this  debate,  a  gentleman  in 
oppofition  moved  for  a  claufe  of 
amendment,  That  nothing  fhould 
be  deemed  piracy  within  the  true 
jneaning  and  legal  conftru6lion  of 
the  aft,  but  afts  of  felony  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  Ihips  or  goods  of  the 
fubjeft  on  the  high  leas.  This 
amendment  was  the  more  particu¬ 
larly  contended  for,  as  by  fome  of 
the  former  ftatutes  of  piracy,  the 
trading  or  correfponding  with  pi¬ 
rates  was  ordained  to  be  felony 
without  the  benefit  of  clergy  ;  and 
it  was  apprehended,  that  perfons 
who  had  innocently  traded  with 
the  Americans,  might,  by  con- 
Itruftion  of  law,  and  coupling  their 
meaning  with  the  prefent  bill, 
have  been  fubjefted  to  the  penal¬ 
ties  of  thefe  Itatutes.  The  fiatute 
S  George  I.  chap.  24.  was  ac-. 
cordingly  called  for  and  read,  to 
fhew  that  the  ground  of  jealoufy 
was  fairly  ftated,  and  the  inference 
clearly  made  out. 

The  firil:  appear  ance  of  a  difpo- 
fition  to  relax  in  any  degree  with 
refpeft  to  the  bill,  or  to  afient  to 
the  jufiice  of  any  objeftions  that 
were  made  to  it,  was  upon  this 
occafion  flievvn  by  the  minifter. 
••He  difclaimed  for  himfelf,  and  for 
the  framers  and  fupporters  of  the 
bill  in  general,  every  intention  of 
wrong,  opprefiion,  and  injufiice, 
and  the  frnalleft  defign  of  extend¬ 
ing  its  operation  beyond  its  avowed 
objefts,  and  •  therefore  agreed  to 
the  amendment  with  the  utmoft 
cheerfulnefs,  hoping  thereby  to 
remove  'every  ^poffible  ground  of 
jealoufy. 

This  fuccefs,  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  flexibility  which  attended 
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it,  encouraged  the  framer  of  the 
amendment  to  propofe  another  of 
flill  more  general  importance,  tend¬ 
ing  to  remove  the  great  objefts  of 
alarm  and  contention,  the  general 
power  of  commitment,  and  the 
opera-ion  of  the  bill  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  For  this  purpofe  he  moved, 
I’hat  no  perfon  fhali  be  fecured  or 
detained,  under,  or  by  virtue  of 
this  aft,  for  high  trealon,  or  fuf- 
picion  of  high  treafon,  unlefs  fuch 
perfon  fhali  be  charged  to  have 
been  locally  refident  in  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  faid  colonies  and  plantations 
in  North  America,  at  the  time  he 
fhali  be  charged  with,  or  fufpefted 
of  committing  high  treafon. 

Befldes  luch  of  thofe  arguments 
which  we  have  already  Fated,  as 
applied  particularly  to  the  fubjeft 
of  the  motion,  it  was  further  lup- 
ported  on  the  following  grounds. 
That  the  power  of  general  com¬ 
mitment  had  a  moll  dark  and  dan¬ 
gerous  afpeft.  That  as  the  bill 
flood  at  preient,  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  was  liable  to  be  deprived 
of  his  liberty  under  the  pretence  of 
treafon  committed  in  America,  al¬ 
though  he  had  never  been  out  of 
his  own  county  or  parifh.  Thac 
it  was  abfurd  and  prepofterous  to 
continue  the  bill  under  its  prefenC 
title,  which  related  to  America 
only,  when  by  conflruftion  of  law 
it  was  meant  to  include  Great-Eri- 
tain.  That  in  reafon  and  faft,  a 
perfon  never  out  of  England,  could 
not  be  guilty  of  high  treafon  com¬ 
mitted  in  America  ;  if  not,  but 
thac  it  is  fuppofed  he  may  be  guil¬ 
ty  of  that  crime  in  this  country, 
why  not  hold  that  language  in  the 
bill,  and  add  to  the  title,  the 
words  “  or  in  Great- Britain 
And  they  contended,  that  the  mi- 
niflers  could  not  do  lefs  in  con- 
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formity  with  their  own  profelTions, 
if  they  were  really  hncere  in  them, 
than  to  grant  the  fecurity  requir¬ 
ed,  by  a  compliance  with  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  motion. 

On  the  other  fide,  feveral  cafes 
were  quoted,  in  which,  by  con- 
firudlion  of  law,  charges  of  trea- 
fon  laid  to  be  committed  in  one 
place,  though  they  were  after¬ 
wards  proved  to  be  committed  in 
another,  were  notwithfianding  ad¬ 
mitted  as  valid ;  and  they  con¬ 
tended,  that  though  an  offence 
might  be  committed  here,  by  a 
perfon  who  had  never  been  out 
of  the  kingdom,  yet  its  operation 
in  America,  would  conftitute  one 
complete  offence.  The  fa^l  might 
not  be  criminal,  in  the  firfi:  in¬ 
fiance,  and  might  become  cri¬ 
minal  afterwards  from  its  con- 
fequences,  and  yet,  by  a  fair  and 
jufiiiiabie  conitruftion  of  law,  be 
deemed  one  compleat  adf.  They 
concluded,  that  the  propofed  claufe 
would  defiroy  one  of  the  main 
purpofes  of  the  bill ;  and  that  it 
would  not  afidrd  any  protection 
to  the  innocent,  although  it 
might  efFeClually  fcreen  the  guilty. 
The  motion  was  accordingly  re¬ 
jected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  49  to  14. 

Though  all  the  grounds  of  ar¬ 
gument  feemed  exhaufied  on  both 
fides,  in  the  long  and  frequent 
contention  which  attended  this 
bill  in  every  part  of  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  that  the  fpirit  of  the 
difputants  might,  by  this  time, 
have  been  well  deemed  in  the  fame 
fituation,  yet  the  vigour  of  the 
combatants  feemed  to  grow  with 
p,  ,  ,  the  toil,  and  the  third 

^  ‘  reading,  produced  one 

©f  the  longeft,  mofi  interefiing. 
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and  mofi  animated  debates,  that 
has  been  known. 

Mr*  Dunning,  who  firft  laid 
open  the  principle  and  tendency 
of  the  bill,  and  had  fince  been  inde¬ 
fatigable,  both  in  his  general  op- 
pofition,  and  his  endeavours  to 
difarm  it  of  fome  of  thofe  powers 
which  he  confidfred  as  the  mofi 
dangerous,  not  difcouraged  by 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Powys’s  lall 
claufe  of  amendment  on  the  fe- 
cond  reading,  propofed  another, 
nearly  fimiiar,  to  be  added  to  the 
bill  by  way  of  rider.  He  in¬ 
troduced  the  amendment  with  a 
fpeech  fraught  with  legal  and 
profefiional  knowledge,  in  which, 
with  his  ufual  ability,  he  went 
through  and  examined  the  whole 
courfeof  controverfy  on  both  fides, 
and  having  combated  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  had  been  ufed  in 
fupport  of  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  the  evil  confequences  to  be 
apprehended  in  its  prefent  ftate, 
moved  an  additional  claufe  to  the 
following  purport  :  Provided  alfo, 
and  be  it  hereby  declared,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  is  in¬ 
tended,  or  fliall  be  conftrued,  to 
extend  to  the  cafe  of  any  other  pri- 
foner,  or  prifoners,  than  fuch,  as 
have  been  in  fome  one  of  the 
colonies  before-mentioned,  or  on 
the  high  feas,  at  the  time  or  times 
of  the  orTence  or  offences,  where¬ 
with  he  or  they  fhall  be  charged. 

A  crentleman,  who  fat  not  far 
from  the  Minifier  on  the  treafury 
bench,  agreed  to  receive  the  claufe 
in  part,  if  the  mover  would  admit 
an  amendment  of  his  own  td  be  in¬ 
terwoven  with,  and  added  to  it  j 
viz,  that  the  words,  In  fome 
“  one  of  the  colonies^  or  on  the  high 
^^feasf  fiiould  be  left  out,  and 

the 
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the  words,  “  Out  of  the  realm  f 
inferted  in  their  room;  and  that 
the  following  words,  “  Or  of 
“  ^hich  they  Jhall  be  fufpeBedf 
Should  be  added  to,  and  conclude 
the  original  claufe. 

If  this  amendment  did  not 
afford  all  that  was  wiflied,  the 
acceptance  of  the  claufe,  even  in 
its  prefent  form,  was,  however, 
an  objefl  of  g^'cat  confequence 
with  the  minority,  who  now  con- 
fidered  the  bill  as  having  nearly 
loft  two  of  its  moft  dangerous 
fangs  ;  the  laft,  though  not  en¬ 
tirely  drawn,  being  now  tolera¬ 
bly  blunted.  But  this  conceffion 
was  far  from  being  pleafing  to 
that  part  of  the  majority^  who 
had  at  all  times  been  eager  in 
the  purfuit  of  the  moft  violent 
meafures  againft  America,  and 
who  were  alfo  fuppofed,  to  be 
much  difpofed  to  the  fupport  or 
eftablifnment  of  a  ftrong  govern¬ 
ment  at  home. 

Whilft  fome  of  the  gentlemen 
under  this  defcription  were  repro¬ 
bating  the  claufe,  and  contend¬ 
ing  that  the  bill,  even  in  its 
original  ftate,  did  not  convey  all 
the  powers,  with  which  it  was 
neceflary  to  arm  the  crown  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
they  difcovcred,  to  their  unfpeak- 
able  aftoniftiment,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  had  totally  changed  his 
tone  upon  that  fubjeft.  He  now 
exculpated  himfelf  in  particular, 
i  and  adminiftration  in  general, 

^  from  every  intention  of  eftablifh- 
I  ing  any  unconftitutional  prece¬ 
dents,  or  of  feeking  or  wifhing 
^  any  powers  to  be  entrufted  ei- 
'  ther  to  the  crown  or  to  them- 
!  felves,  which  were  capable  of 
?  being  employed  to  bad  or  op- 
*  Voi.  XX.  1777. 


preffive  purpofes ;  difavowed  all 
defign  of  extending  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  bill  beyond  its  open 
and  avowed  objefts ;  faid  it  was 
intended  for  America,  not  for 
Great  Britain  ;  that  as  he  would 
afk  for  nO  power  that  was  not 
wanted,  fo  he  would  fcorn  to  re¬ 
ceive  it  by  any  covert  means  ; 
and  whilft  he  expreffed  his  con¬ 
cern  for  the  jealoufy  excited  by 
any  ambiguity  that  appeared  in 
the  bill,  hoped  that  the  prefent 
amended  claufe  would  afford  full 
fatisfaftion  to  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  and 
that  the  law  would  now  meet 
wiih  the  approbation  of  all  par¬ 
ties. 

This  unexpefled  conduft  caufedi 
great  diffatisfaftion  on  his  own 
fide.  Tbofe  who  had  been  the 
avowed  fupporters  of  the  bill,, 
thought  themfelves  particularly 
ill  treated.  They  were  engaged 
in  a  very  unpopular,  and  what 
might  have  turned  out  a  very 
odious  bufinefs,  ^nd  after  they  had 
worked  through  k  with  unufual 
toil,  and  encountered  no  finall 
fhare  of  obloquy  by  the  way, 
they  were  dclerted  at  the  very 
inftant  of  completion,  and  that  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  feemed  calcu¬ 
lated  merely  to  difgrace  the  whol* 
meafure,  to  confirm  all  the  charges 
and  furmifes  of  their  adverfaries, 
and  to  fix  all  the  odium  upon 
them. 

It  was,  however,  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  that  the  court  parties  were 
far  from  being  united  ;  that  ad¬ 
miniftration  did  not  draw  kindly 
together  ;  that  the  cro’ivn  lawyers 
•did  not  agree;  thefe  circumftances 
occauoned  the  humorous  obfer- 
vatton  of  a  gentleman  in  the 

mino- 
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minority,  that  adminiftration  were 
as  much  at  variance,  as  the  title, 
preamble,  and  body  of  the  bill. 

Though  the  amended  claufe  was 
much  oppofed  in  debate,  it  was, 
however,  at  length  received  with¬ 
out  a  divifion.  The  minority 
could  not  now  conceal  their  joy 
and  triumph.  A  gentleman  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  eloquence  and  abi¬ 
lities,  felicitated  the  houfe  and 
the  nation,  on  the  efcape  they  had 
from,  at  lead  a  temporary  date 
of  tyranny,  and  which  was  per¬ 
haps  intended,  in  good  time,  to 
have  been  rendered  perpetual. 
He  congratulated  the  minority, 
who  notvvith handing  their  weak- 
nefs  in  number,  had  accomplidi- 
«d  that  happy  event,  by  their 
correftion  of  fo  reprehendble  and 
dangerous  a  bill  ;  though  a  mi¬ 
nority,  the  minifters  were  not  on¬ 
ly  convinced,  but'  adiamed,  and 
had  accepted  of  their  alteration, 
’rhe  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  he  faid,  was  obliged  to 
the  minoriiv  alone,  for  di<>edlnp-, 


altering,  and  correcting  his  bilU 
neither  he  nor  the  nation,  owed 
any  obligation  to  his  numerous 
friends  the  majority,  who  were 
ready  to  fwallow  it,  with  all  its 
original  crudities,  errors,  injudice, 
and  cruelty. 

Their  gaining  this  favourite 
point,  did  not  prevent  their  dill 
continuing  to  combat,  though 
more  faintly,  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  carrying  their  oppofi- 
tion,  after  a  long  and  late  de¬ 
bate,  to  a  divifion  upon  the  que- 
dion  of  the  third  reading,  which 
was  carried  againd  them  by  a 
majority  of  112  to  35.  The  main 
quedion  being  then  put,  that  the 
bill  do  pafs,  it  was  carried  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

•n  The  bill  paffed  the  Lords  with¬ 
out  debate  or  amendment ;  the 
minority  peers  having  fo  gene¬ 
rally  abfented  themlelves  from 
that  houfe,  that  the  Earl  of  Abing¬ 
don  found  himfelf  alone  in  enter¬ 
ing  a  pro  ted  againd  it. 
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Accounts  laid  before  the  committee  of  fupply.  Motions  by  the  minijfer^ 
Contrasts  animadnjerted  on.  Payment  of  an  unexpected  demand  made 
by  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe  for  h’vy -money .  Debates.  MrJJage  from  the 
throne.  ST  he  meffage  referred  to  the  committee  of fupply.  Motion  by  Lord 
John  CanjendiJh^  that  the  order  of  '^reference  be  difcharged.  Great 
debates.  ‘The  ?notion  rejeSied  upon  a  dlvifeon.  Ref  lutions  paffed  in  the 
committee  of  fupply  for  the  dijcharge  of  the  debts  incurred  on  the  ciojil 
liji  efablijhment.,  and  for  an  annual  augmentation  of  that  renjenue* 
Debates  renenx^ed  upon  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee  of  Jupply.. 
Firf  rejolution  paffed  ^without  a  di^ifion.  Amendment  monjed  to  the 
fecond  refolution.  Amendment  rejeSied.  Second  rejolution  carried  upon 
a  dinjifeon.  Meffage  debated  in  the  Houje  of  Lords.  AddreJ's  of  con^ 
currence  mc-ved  by  the  Earl  of  Derby.  Amendment  moved  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Amendmeyit  rejeSied  upon  a  divifeon.  Pre¬ 
vious  quefiion  moved  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  rejeSled.  Addrefs 
carried  upon  a  divifon.  Protef. 

SEVERAL  accounts  of  the 
extraordinary  unprovided  fer- 
vices  of  the  war,  having  been 
laid  before  the  committee  of  fup¬ 
ply,  and  two  refolutions  moved 
by  the  miniiter,  that  the  fum  of 
F^b  ^1^1  970,0001.  part  of  the 

JT  C  U  •  Z  I  il.  'll’  .  J  T_ 

million  granted  by 
the  laft  vote  of  credit,  and  the 
farther  fum  of  i,2CO,oooI.  Ihould 
be  granted  for  the  difcharge  of 
thofe  fervices,  the  enormity  of 
the  expence  under  this  head,  a- 
mounting  to  2,170,0001.  and 
which  was  faid  to  exceed  that  of 
any  year  of  the  laft  war,  when  we 
fupported  very  great  fleets  and 
armies  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  gave  rife  to  forne  warm 
and  conflderable  debate. 

A  great  number  of  objedlions 
were  made,  as  well  to  the  manner 
of  ftating  the  accounts,  as  to  the 
charges  in  various  articles  of  the 
Expenditure.  It  was  faid,  that 
the  former  were  fo  involved,  per¬ 
plexed,  and  obfcure,  as  to  be  in 


a  great  meafure  unintelligible. 
That  thofe  accounts  which  related 
to  the  difpofal  of  the  money 
granted  by  the  vote  of  credit, 
were  fo  tvvifted  and  involved  with 
thofe  which  apperta.ned  to  other 
grants  and  fervices,  that  they  were 
abfolurely  inextricable.  That  be- 
fldes  their  general  confulion,  and 
that  face  of  darknefs  which  over- 
fpread  the  whole,  great  fums  of 
money  were  charged  in  the  grofs 
to  fundry  fervices,  without  any 
explanation,  or  the  fmalleft  fpe- 
cification  of  particulars.  That  it 
was  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  par¬ 
liament  to  enquire  in  the  ftridleft 
manner  into  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  money  ;  they  were  fent 
there  by  their  conftituents  to 
watch  over  their  interefts,  and  to 
controul  the  executive  power  j  if 
they  failed  in  the  execution  of 
this  truft,  they  were  no  longer 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
and  they  had  no  longer  any  pre* 
tence  to  fu  ther«.  And,  they 
[E]  z  faid, 
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faid,  that  it  was  a  mockery  of 
ihe  Commons,  to  lay  a  heap  of 
indigefted,  ambiguous,  or  unin¬ 
telligible  papers  before  them,  un¬ 
der  the  colour  ‘md  name  of  giving 
a  fair  ftatement  of  the  difpofal  of 
the  public  money. 

With  refpe£t  to  particular 
^charges,  the  contradls  for  horfes, 
for  tranfports,  and  for  rum,  afford¬ 
ed  the  principal  fubjefts  of  ani- 
madveriion.  It  was  faid,  that 
round  fums  qf  money  were  charged 
in  a  fingle  line,  for  the  purchafe, 
or  the  keeping  of  the  former, 
without  any  fpecification  of  price 
©r  number.  ^  That  the  charge 
made  for  the  hire  of  fhipping  in 
the  tranfport  fervice,  was  very  con- 
iiderably  above  the  ufual  price, 
without  any  adequate  caufe  for 
the  rife.  That  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  whilll 
trade  was  flill  flourifhing,  and  a 
greater  demand  confequently  for 
fhipping,  they  were  hired  at  the 
rate  of  gs»  per  ton,  but  now, 
l^^hen  trade  is  nearly  annihilated, 
and  a  vafi:  number  of  merchant 
ihips  confequently  out  of  employ, 
government  generoufly  rifes  the 
price  without  regard  to  the  mar¬ 
ket,  and  faddles  an  already  ruin¬ 
ed  and  plundered  nation,  with  an 
unwarranted  additional  expence  of 
four  or  five  fltillings  in  the  ton, 
and  that  for  every  month  in 
the  year,  merely  to  gratify  and 
enrich  a  few  rapacious  contraftors. 

But  the  contra6ls  for  fupplying 
the  army  in  America  with  rum, 
afforded  a  wider  field  for  animad- 
verfion,  and  were  more  feverely 
ferutinized  than  any  others» 
Thefe,  it  was  faid,  fo  far  as  theit 
terms  were  acknowledged,  were 
rated  at  about  four  fhillings  a 
gallon  >  which  was  full  a  fhilling 


higher  than  the  market  price. 
But  this  impofition  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  was  not  fufficient.  The  lame 
perfon,  whofe  charge  had  been 
allowed  for  the  purchafe  and 
keeping  of  horfes  without  tale, 
had  alio  been  favoured  with  the 
privilege  and  benefit  of  iupply- 
ing  rum  in  the  aggregate,  without 
the  trouble  or  inconvenience  of 
afeertaining  any  quantity.  This 
perfon  had  obtained  credit  for  the 
grofs  fum  of  35,oool.  wrote  off 
in  two  lines,  “For  rum  delivered 
“  in  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
“  forces  there,*’  without  the 
fmalleft  fpecification  of  the  quan¬ 
tity,  the  quality,  the  price,  the 
time  when  delivered,  or  the  per- 
fons  by  whom  received.  Such, 
faid  they,  are  the  accounts  laid 
before  parliament,  to  enable  the 
commons  to  do  juftice  to  their 
conftituents,  and  to  afford  them 
the  fatisfaftion  of  knowing,  that 
their  money  was  not  more  wifely 
bellowed,  than  frugally  applied. 
They  can  no  longer  entertain 
any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
their  governors,  or  the  watchful 
attention  of  their  reprefentadvesj 
when  they  fee  fuch  an  item  as 
35,oool.  flruck  off  at  once  to  an 
obfeure  perfon,  without  the  ac- 
companyment  of  a  fingle  ray  of 
light,  or  the  fmallell  coHateral 
proof  or  circumftance,  which 
might  tend  to  fatisfy  them  that 
the  tranfadlion  was  a  fair  one, 
or,  if  foul  and  difhonell,  which 
might  lead  to  the  detedlion  of 
the  fraud. 

This  difeuffion  led  to  much  fevere 
reflexion  upon  contradlors  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  undue  influence  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  the  pernicious confequencci 
that  attended  j  the  granting  of 
contrads  to  members  of  that 

houfe* 
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houfe.  This,  they  faid,  carried 
the  dangerous  properties  of  a  two- 
edged  fwo/d,  which  cut  fatally 
both  ways  at  once.  The  na¬ 
tional  treafure  was  fquandered  in 
an  iniquitous  contraft,  and  the 
contradlor  was  bribed  with  their 
own  money  to  betray  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  conllituents.  The 
ruinous  confequences  of  the  tranf- 
adlion  were  extended  ftill  farther, 
and  impeded  all  the  parts  of  the 
public  fervice.  The  contradlor, 
fully  fenfible  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  he  obtained  the  fa¬ 
vour,  well  knowing  that  it  was 
eftimated  to  him  at  all  the  mo¬ 
ney  which  it  could  polTibly  pro¬ 
duce,  that  the  manner  of  fulfil¬ 
ling  the  contraft  was  not  at  all 
thought  of,  and  that  he  would 
be  entirely  covered  from  all  en¬ 
quiry  into  his  conduft,  laid  him- 
felf  out,  without  caution  or  ap- 
prehenfion,  to  make  the  moft  of 
his  bargain. 

Thus  it  was,  they  faid,  that 
our  armies  and  fleets  were  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  fervice  ;  and 
thus,  without  fighting,  our  brave 
feamen  and  foldiers  were  de- 
llroyed  by  bad  and  unwholefome 
provifions.  The  very  excefs  of 
the  calamity,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  hofpitals,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  one  job,  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  intended  profit 
for  others.  From  hence  it  was, 
that  lean  beaf  and  carnon  pork, 
were  faked  in  the  heat  of  the 
dog  days,  and  fent  off  from  Ire¬ 
land  to  New  York  and  Canada, 
From  hence,  damaged  American 
flour,  which  having  out-paffed  the 
market,  had  lain  in  the  ware- 
houfes  of  London  and  Briftol, 
till  it  became  totally  unmerchant¬ 
able,  was  bought  up  at  a  con¬ 


temptible  price,  and  fent  back 
to  the  continent  which  produced 
it,  to  fpread  infedlion  and  death 
through  the  Britifh  army  and 
navy,  whilft  the  nation  was  pay¬ 
ing  for  that  trafh,  the  highefl 
price  that  was  given  for  the  beft 
Englifh  flour.  And  thus,  they 
faid,  was  a  moft  unhappy  and 
ruinous  civil  war,  prolonged,  and 
rendered  ftill  more  fatal,  by  the 
corrupt,  and  fhameful  manner  in 
which  it  was  conducted. 

The  minifter  took  very  con- 
fiderable  pains  to  obviate  the 
intricacy  of  the  accounts,  and 
to  fupply  their  deficiency  by  ex¬ 
planation.  He  ftated  the  numr 
ber  and  price  of  the  horfes,  and 
infifted  that  they  were  purchafed 
in  the  moft  advantageous  man¬ 
ner,  and  upon  the  moft  reafon- 
able  terms.  He  denied  that  the 
hire  of  fhipping  had  advanced  fo 
much  in  price  as  had  been  ftated, 
He  faid  the  price  given  by  govern¬ 
ment  for  tranfports,  and  which 
it  did  not  exceed,  was  twelve 
fliillings  and  fix- pence  per  ton. 
That  however  conliderable  that 
rife  was,  beyond  the  ftandard 
price  in  time  of  peace,  nothing 
could  be  more  reafonable  or 
equitable.  Infurance  had  rifen 
to  an  enormous  pitch.  Seamens 
wages  were  more  than  doubled. 
Government  employed  none  but 
the  beft  and  ftouteft  fhips.  Thefe 
were  armed,  and  provided  for 
war  and  defence.  Thus,  befldes 
the  advance  on  wages,  the  merchr 
ant  was  obliged  to  employ  a 
double  number  of  hands.  And 
that  it  was  evidently  impoffible 
for  him  to  fupport  all  thpfe  ex¬ 
traordinary  charges,  without  a 
conliderable  advance  on  the  price 
of  tonnage.  The 
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The  affair  of  the  rum  con¬ 
trails,  rather  afforded  more  trou¬ 
ble  to  the  noble  Lord  than  any 
other.  It  was  acknowledged  that 
the  price  given  on  that  contrail, 
which  had  excited  fo  much  cen- 
fiire  and  ridicule  from  its  being 
unaccompanied  with  any  fpeci- 
iication  in  the  account  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  was  five  fhiilings 
and  three-pence  per  gallon.  But 
inllead  of  admitting  any  want  of 
attention  or  csconomy  in  the  giv¬ 
ing  of  this  high  price,  the  lower 
rates  of  the  other  contrails  were 
bi  ought  as  proofs  of  the  greateft 
vigilance  and  frugality,  and  it 
was  almoft  infinuated,  that  the 
contrailors  mull  he  lofers  upon 
them. 

A  round  Aim  of  44,000  1. 
which  had  been  charged  in  the 
accounts  as  iffued  to  Col,  Fawcit, 
without  any  explanation,  or  fpe- 
cification  of  purpofe,  was  among 
thofe  items  which  had  undergone 
cenfure,  and  which  was  now  ac¬ 
counted  for,  by  fhewing  that  it  had 
been  applied  to  fatisfy  an  un- 
expeiled  demand,  made  by  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe  for  levy-mo¬ 
ney.  This  demand  was  founded 
upon  the  treaty  of  1755,  though 
no  notice  whatfoever  had  been 
taken  of  it  in  the  late  treaty. 

The  minifter  reprefented  the 
demand  to  be  fair,  though  un- 
expeiled,  and  the  payment  of  the 
money  to  be  of  courfe  equitable 
and  neceffary. .  The  Landgrave 
had  quoted  the  treaty  of  1755 
as  a  precedent;  that  treaty  was 
particularly  underflood  to  be  the 
baAs  of  the  prefent  i  this  was 
prefumed  to  draw  after  it  all  the 
advantages  of  the  former,  as  well 
(as  to  fecure  the  due  performance 
©f  its  own  jparticvilar  eno;age- 
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ments  ;  thus  the  good  faith  fub-^ 
Ailing  between  both  parties,  com¬ 
pelled  adminiAration  to  accede  t® 
the  juAice  of  the  claim.  That 
prince,  faid  they,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  this  money,  if 
his  troops  had  never  Airred  out 
of  Germany ;  but  under  the  cir- 
cumAances  of  their  going  to,  and 
ferving  in  America,  he  fhould 
furely,  not  only  be  entitled  to 
all  the  advantages  deducible  to 
him  by  former  or  prefent  trea¬ 
ties,  but  thefe  fhould  even  be 
conArued  liberally  in  his  favour. 

As  to  other  objediions  that 
had  been  made,  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  ArideA  oeconomy, 
and  greateA  frugality,  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  all  the  departments  of 
government ;  that  the  contradls 
had  been  condudled  with  the 
greateA  prudence  and  judgment, 
and  the  beA  poffible  terms  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  contra6lors.  It 
was  denied,  that  any  preference 
had  been  given  to  members  of 
that  houfe  in  contradls.  They 
were^  always  entered  into  with 
thofe,  who  feemed  the  moA  able, 
and  who  w'ere  the  beA  calculated 
to  fulAl  their  obligations.  That, 
however,  there  was  nothing  par¬ 
ticular  in  the  Atuation  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman’s  holding  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  which  Aiould  exclude  him 
from  the  advantages  he  might 
otherwife  derive  as  a  man  of  buA- 
nefs,  either  from  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  public,  or  with 
individuals.  That  fome  bad  pro- 
viAons  had  been  fent  to  Ame¬ 
rica  was  acknowledged  ;  but  that 
was  attributed  to  the  necefAty  of 
the  cafe,  and  the  fuddennefs  of 
the  demand.  When  good  meat 
could  not  be  procured,  cattle  muA 
be  Icilled;,  though  even  out  of 
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feafon  and  condition,  to  fupply 
the  deficiency  in  the  beft  poffible 
manner.  Such  judicious  meafures, 
it  was  faid,  were  now,  however, 
purfued,  as  would  prevent  all 
complaints  of  this  nature,  and 
provide  for  every  future  contin¬ 
gency. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  rapacity 
of  the  Prince  of  Hefie  was  con¬ 
demned  in  theltrongell  terms,  and 
the  payment  of  his  unjull  and  ex¬ 
orbitant  demand,  reprefented  as  a 
molt  fhameful  profufion  and  walte 
of  the  public  treafure.  Why  was 
not  this  levy-money  fettled  at  the 
time  of  making  the  treaty?  or  why 
was  an  imperfedt  treaty  brought  to 
obtain  a  partial  fanction  from  par¬ 
liament  ?  The  treaty  of  1755» 
Ihould  govern  both  parties  ;  or 
govern  neither.  The  Landgrave 
Ihould  either  abide  by  that,  or  by 
the  other  of  1775.  If  by 
former,  let  him  take  it  w'ith  all 
its  fpecial  conditions,  with  its  levy- 
money,  and  fingle  fubfidy  ;  if  by 
the  latter,  let  him  have  his  double 
fubfidy,  but  no  levy-money.  But 
to  make  a  new  bargain,  to  give 
him  feveral  fingular  benefits  and 
advantages,  which  were  not  fo 
much  as  thought  of  in  the  old 
treaty  ;  and  after  the  moft  full  and 
perfedb  ratification  of  the  new,  to 
fuffer  him  then  to  pick  and  cull 
every  thing  out  of  both  the  trea¬ 
ties,  which  tended  to  his  o\vn  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  the  filling  of  his  cof¬ 
fers,  was  declared  in  very  ftrong 
terms,  to  be  fuch  a  breach  of  pub¬ 
lic  trull  and  minillerial  duty,  as 
would,  even,  within  very  late 
years,  have  drawn  upon  the  au¬ 
thors,  the  moll  decided  and  un¬ 
equivocal  marks  of  parliamentary 
indignation  and  refentmenr. 

The  embarrallinentof  the  court, 
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arifing  from  the  heavy  load  of  debt 
which  had  been  accumulated  on  the 
civil  lift  eftablifhment  fince  the 
year  1769,  had  been  long  publicly 
known ;  and  the  confeqaent  di- 
ftreftes  of  that  very  numerous  body 
of  people,  who  are  dependent  on, 
or  in  fome  way  connected  with  it, 
were  fo  notorious,  and  in  many 
inftance^  fo  grievous,  that  this 
matter  feemed  in  fome  degree  to 
become  reproachful  to  the  nation, 
as  well  as  difgraceful  to  royalty. 
An  application  to  parliament  on 
this  fubjedl,  had  accordingly  been 
expelled  during  the  two  preceding 
fellions ;  but  the  unhappy  Hate  of 
public  alFairs,  and  the  vaft  and 
continual  calls  upon  the  national 
treafure  for  the  fupport  of  the 
American  war,  w'ere  fuch  difeou- 
raging  circumllances  to  the  Mini- 
fters,  as  to  reftrain,  if  not  over¬ 
come  their  zeal,  fo  that  they  had 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  fummon 
relblution  fufiicient  for  making  the 
demand. 

Although  no  very  Battering 
change  had  yet  taken  place  in  the 
appearance  of  public  affairs,  and 
that  the  public  expences  were  every 
day  becoming  more  enormous,  the 
necefiity  became  at  length  too 
mighty  to  be  contended  with,  and 
all  othcrconfiderations  were  obliged 
to  give  way  to  the  prefen t  urgency. 
The  Miniller  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  though  fcarcely  reco¬ 
vered  from  a  fevere  illnefs,  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  obliged  to  undertake  a 
talk,  w'hich  would  at  any  time 
have  been  fafticicntly  difagreeable, 
but  v.'hich  in  the  preleiit  circum- 
ftances  of  public  aftairs  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  irkfome. 

He  delivered  a  meflage  .  . 

from  the  throne,  in  which  *  * 

much  concern  Vvas  exprefied  by  the 

[£]  4  Sovertiga 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


7*] 

Sovereign  at  being  obliged  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  with  the  difficulties 
}ie  laboured  under,  from  debts  in¬ 
curred  by  the  expences  of  the 
houfehold,  and  of  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  which  amounted  on  the 
_5;th  of  the  preceding  January  to 
upwards  of  600,000 1.  That  he 
relied  on  the  loyalty  and  affedlion 
of  his  faithful  commons,  of  which 
he  had  received  fo  many  fignal 
proofs,  for  enabling  him  to  dif- 
charge  this  debt*  and  that  they 
would  at  the  fame  time  make  fome 
further  provilion  for  the  better  fup- 
port  of  his  houfehold,  and  of  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 
The  meffage  was  attended  with  a 
number  of  papers,  containing  va¬ 
rious  accounts  of  the  expenditure, 
and  a  comparative  ftatement  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  prefent  civil 
lift;  eftabliftiment  from  the  year 
1760,  with  th|t  of  the  produce  of 
the  former  revenues  which  had 
been  appropriated  to  that  fervice 
during  the  fame  period ;  the  for¬ 
mer  being  intended  to  explain  the 
caufes  of  excefs  in  the  expendi¬ 
ture,  and  the  latter  to  Ihew,  that 
the  crown  had  been  a  lofer  by  the 
bargain  which  it  then  made  with 
parliament.  A  motion  was  then 
made,  and  carried  after  fome  de¬ 
bate,  that  the  meftage  fhould,  on 
that  day  week,  be  referred  to  the 
confideration  of  the  committee  of 
fupply. 

,  ,  On  the  adjourned  day  for 
^  '  taking  the  meffage  into 

confideration  by  the  committee  of 
fupply,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Tord  John  Cavendiffi,  that  the 
order  of  reference  of  the  9th  in- 
ftant  might  be  difcharged.  The 
view  of  this  motion  was,  that  in- 
ftead  of  carrying  the  queftion  di- 

ii^tQ  the  comojittee  of  fup¬ 


ply,  there  to  determine  at  onca 
by*  a  vote,  whether  provifton  ihould 
be  made  for  fupplying  the  whole 
demands,  the  accounts  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure,  the  caufes  of  the  excefs, 
the  means  of  preventing  it  in  fu¬ 
ture,  and  the  propriety  of  com¬ 
plying  in  the  whole  or  in  part 
with  the  requifitions,  Ihould  firft 
be  examined  accurately,^  and  con- 
fidered  with  due  deliberation,  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe. 

This  motion  accordingly,  which 
was  in  effc6l,  whether  the  Speaker 
Ihould  leave  the  chair,  brought 
oat  the  whole  force  of  debate, 
which  was  long  and  ably  fupport- 
ed,  moft  of  theconfiderable  fpeakers 
on  both  fides  having  diftinguilhed 
themfelves  in  its  courfe.  Though 
the  oppolition  were  united  in  fup- 
port  of  the  motion,  they  did  not 
totally  correfpond  in  fentiment  as 
to  the  original  ground  of  debate. 
One  part  being  willing  to  dif- 
charge  the  prefent  debt,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  unavoidable  neceffity  which 
could  not  be  remedied,  were,  how¬ 
ever,  totally  averfe  to  any  future 
augmentation  whatever  of  the  re¬ 
venue  ;  whilft  the  other  equally 
oppofed  both,  until  the  whole  bu- 
finefs  had  undergone  a  full  parlia¬ 
mentary  difcuffion,  when,  they  in- 
lifted,  that  the  prefent  revenue 
would  be  found  fully  fufficient  for 
all  its  fair  and  conftitutional  pur- 
pofes. 

The  debate  being  fupported  with 
great  vigour  till  paft  10  o’clock  at 
night,  the  motion  was  at  length 
rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  281 ,  to  114.  The  houfe 
being  then  refolved  into  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  fupply,  paffed  two  refolu- 
tions  to  the  following  purport,  viz. 
That  the  fum  of  618,340!.  (hould 
be  granted  to  enable  his  iVlajefty 
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to  pay  the  debts  incurred  by  the 
cxpences  of  his  houfehold,  and  of 
his  civil  government,  on  the  5th 
of  January  laft.  And,  That  the 
fum  of  100,000].  a-year,  over  and 
above  the  fum  of  800,000 1.  be 
granted,  as  a  further  provifion  for 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefty’s 
houfehold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  minority 
ffrongly  oppofed  this  vote.  Their 
oppofition,  theyfaid,  was  founded 
upon  the  pureft  principles  of  pa- 
triotifm,  which  equally  included  a 
due  attention  to  the  ability,  the 
burthens,  and  the  profperity  of 
the  people,  with  the  molt  perfect 
and  liberal  regard  for  the  honour, 
happinefs,  and  real  interells  of  the 
Sovereign,  But  they  contended, 
that  a  compliance  with  the  prefent 
application,  in  the  extent  and 
manner  which  was  fought  by  the 
Minilters  and  their  adherents, 
would  be  equally  an  a^t  of  trea¬ 
chery  CO  the  Prince  and  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  moll  lhameful  facrificc 
of  their  refpedive  interells.  For 
whilll  they  lamented  the  dillre/Tes 
to  which  the  Sovereign  had  been 
reduced,  the  mifery  thereby  brought 
upon  great  numbers  of  individuals, 
and  the  circumllances  of  degrada¬ 
tion  attending  fo  unhappy  a  fitua- 
tion,  they  charged  all  thefe  mif- 
chiefs  to  the  unbounded  and  fcan- 
dalous  profulion  of  t|i^  Minilters, 
and  inlilted,  without  referve,  or 
admitting  of  a  doubt,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  revenue  was  not  only  fully 
fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  fair 
and  honelt  purpofesof  government 
under  the  rellridlion  of  a  prudent 
ceconomy,  but  abundantly  to  fup¬ 
port  the  grandeur,  fplendour,  and 
magnificence  of  the  crown,  in  a 
jiianner  equal  to  its  own  digni- 
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ty,  and  to  the  greatnefs  even  of 
this  nation  in  its  happiell  *ra. 
But  inltead  of  being  dedicated  to 
thefe  royal  and  national  objects  for 
which  it  had  been  granted,  it  was 
applied,  they  laid,  to  the  molt  fa¬ 
tal  purpofes,  whillt  'a  great  Mo¬ 
narch  was  reduced  to  Itraits  which 
would  have  been  difgraceful  to  a 
priv^ate  gentleman,  and  the  lultre 
of  the  crown  was  obfeured  and  tar- 
nilhed,  in  a  manner  before  un¬ 
known  in  this  country. 

They  faid,  that  it  was  too  ma-' 
nifeil  to  admit  of  any  difcufiion, 
that  the  debt  had  been  incurred  in 
carrying  on  and  fupporting  a  fy- 
Item  of  corruption  ;  that  there  was 
no  man  of  any  party,  who  was  at 
all  acquainted  with  public  affairs, 
who  had  not  an  internal  conviAion, 
that  the  royal  revenues  were  fquan- 
dered  in  obtaining  that  baneful 
and  unbounded  influence,  which 
fwept  every  thing  before  it  ; 
which  had  already  brought  the  na¬ 
tion  to  the  brink  of  ruin  ;  and 
which  had  deprived  us  in  a  very 
great  mealure  of  all  the  benefits 
derived  from  a  limited  government. 
It  was  true,  that  the  conllitation 
was  not  now  alarmed  as  heretofore, 
by  the  harlh  and  Hern  voice  of 
prerogative  ;  but  the  danger  was 
now  much  greater ;  the  foe  was 
covert,  filent,  and  infidious  ;  and 
his  operations,  though  flower,  were 
much  more  certain. 

They  were  therefore  called  upon, 
they  faid,  by  their  allegiance  as 
well  as  patriotifm,  by  every  tie  of 
public  and  private  duty,  by  a  due 
attention  to  appearances,  as  well 
as  to  the  prefervation  of  their  in¬ 
tegrity,  to  their  perfonal  honour 
as  men,  and  their  aggregate,  as 
bodies  of  the  legiflature,  to  re¬ 
train,  inltead  ot  augmenting  the 

means 


741  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


means  of  corruption,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  Minifters,  under  any  name, 
or  any  pretence,  from  obtaining 
the  difpofal  of  fuch  a  permanent 
revenue,  as  would  render  them 
either  independent  of  parliament, 
or,  (which  would  be  equally  per¬ 
nicious)  enable  them  to  ellablilh 
fuch  an  influence,  as  might  vir¬ 
tually  prefcribe  its  duties,  or  con- 
troul  Us  operations. 

They  did  not  want,  they  faid, 
to  reftrain  the  Sovereign  within 
the  limits  of  a  narrow  ceconomy  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  wifihed  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  fliould 
be  greatj  fplendid,  magnificent, 
and  generous.  If  he  had  not  al¬ 
ready  had  the  means  for  thofe  pur- 
pofes,  they  would  moft  willingly 
have  concurred  in  affording  them. 
They  were  too  much  interefted  in 
his  honour  and  happinefs,  in  the 
dignity  of  the  throne  which  he 
hlled,  and  the  luflre  and  fplendour 
of  the  crown,  to  hefiiate  at  any 
mealures  which  were  iieceffary  for 
their  fupport  or  increafe,  and  not 
to  feel  the  greateft  pain,  in  obferv- 
ing  the  fhameful  manner  in  which 
for  fcveral  years  they  had  been  fa- 
crificed.  The  enquiries  which 
they  propofed  would  lay  open  the 
fources  of  all  thofe  evils  which 
were  complained  of,  and  no  doubt 
could  then  be  entertained  of  the 
application  of  effeftual  remedies  ; 
whereas  a  blind  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  the  meffage,  would 
not  only  nourilh  the  diforder  for 
the  prefent,  but  afford  an  inex- 
hauftible  fupply  for  its  future  fup¬ 
port.  That  the  debts  ol  the 
crown  had  not  long  before  been 
difcharged  without  account.  The 
natural  confequence  has  enfued. 
Another  and  a  larger  demand  is 
made.  A  vail  annual  increafe  is 


then  alked,  concurrently  with  the 
payment  of  an  enormous  debt,  and 
not  even  the  wretched  fecurity  of  a 
minilterial  promife  given,  that 
new  debts  will  not  be  contrafled, 
and  new  augmentations  demanded. 

Such  being  the  avowed  princi¬ 
ples  upon  which  the  oppofitlon  was 
founded,  the  debates  of  courfe 
turned  principally  upon  the  nature 
of  the  accounts  before  them,  the 
caufes  of  excefs  in  the  expenditure, 
the  fufliciency  of  the  prefent  reve¬ 
nue  for  its  purpofes,  and  the  quef- 
tions  ariling  upon  a  fupj^ofition, 
that  the  crown  had  facrificed  its 
immediate  intereRs  in  favour  of 
the  public,  by  accepting  a  certain 
revenue  of  8oo,ooqI.  a  year,  in 
the  place  of  the  a_pprDpriated  du¬ 
ties,  the  produce  of  which,  it  was 
contended,  had  amounted  to  a 
much  greater  fum  in  the  time  that 
intervened  fince  that  period;  from 
whence  it  was  inferred,  that  the 
crown  had  acquired  an  equitable 
claim,  as  well  for  the  difcharge  of 
its  former  debt  in  the  year  1769, 
as  for  the  fupply  of  its  prefent  de¬ 
mands.  Much  collateral  matter 
was  of  courfe  introduced  in  the  dif- 
cuffions  which  arofe  under  thefe 
general  heads. 

The  infufficiency,  defigned  ob- 
fcurlty,  and  total  lack  of  informa¬ 
tion,  which  were  charged  to  the 
accounts  by  theoppofition,  afforded 
a  boundlefs  field  for  animadverfion, 
and  much  fcope  for  argument,  to 
fhew  the  propriety  and  necefiity,  if 
they  wiflied  to  underftand  any 
thing  of  the  fubjedl,  to  difcharge 
the  order  of  reference  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  and  difpofe 
themfelves  into  a  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry,  in  order  if  poffible  to  deve- 
lope  and  throw  fome  light  upon 
that  chaos  of  confufion  and  dark- 
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lefs  which  was"  now  laid  before 
them. 

’  The  accounts,  they  faid,  car¬ 
ded  the  fulled  convidion,  that 
they  were  fabricated  to  perplex, 
not  to  inform  ;  that  the  fads, 
*vhich  under  their  title,  they  were 
bound  to  difclofe,  cculd  not  bear 
the  light  ;  and  that  a  great  and 
royal  revenue  was  fquandered  in  fo 
lhameful  a  manner,  and  applied  to 
fuch  pernicious  purpofes,  that  the 
JV^iniders  dared  not  to  avow  its 
difpofal,  nor  venture  to  commit  fo 
dangerous  '  a  knowledge  to  the 
ublic.  They  were  unaccompanied 
y  any  voucher,  by  any  collateral, 
Dr  explanatory  obfervatlon,  that 
could  give  'them  even  that  colour 
Df  authenticity,  which  was  fitting 
for  their  appearance  before  parlia- 
tnent,  or  to  render  them  worthy 
of  its  attention.  Every  man  of 
bufinefs  knew,  that  accounts  with¬ 
out  vouchers  were  in  fad  no  ac¬ 
counts.  Would  fuch  be  admitted 
in  the  datement  or  fettlement  of 
C’ny  merchant’s  affairs?  would 
they  be  allowed  in  any  court  of 
fudice  or  equity  ?  Thofe  before 
them  dated  certain  fums,  iffued 
under  certain  enumerated  heads, 
without  the  fmalled  mention  to 
tvhom  they  were  paid,  or  to  what 
purpofe  applied.  The  only  fads 
to  be  gathered  from  them,  were  a 
great  expenditure,  ar.d  a  great  de- 
bciency  of  provifion  ;  fo  that  the 
refent  voluminous  detail  would 
ave  been  full  as  intelligible  if  it 
had  been  given  in  the  grols,and  the 
^vhole  of  the  one,  with  the  total 
Df  the  other,  druck  off  in  two 
lines. 

'I'he  cond  ud  of  fome  of  the  court 
departments  was  feverely  repre¬ 
hended.  The  Deputy  Auditor  of 
phe  EAchequer,  the  Treafurer  of 


the  Chamber,  and  the  Mader  of 
the  Horfe,  when  the  account  of  the 
expenditure  in  their  refpedivc 
offices  is  demanded,  return  for 
aniwer,  faid  they,  that  they  have 
no  materials  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  it  is  impodible  for  them  to 
make  up  any  fuch  accounts  as  are 
required.  This  they  reprefented 
as  a  flight  and  contempt  of  the 
houfe,  w'hich  was  equally  unpre¬ 
cedented  and  unpardonable ;  but 
however  their  prefent  difpofition 
might  be  to  overlook  fuch  treat¬ 
ment,  and  however  a  knowledge 
of  that  difpofition  was  the  means  of 
producing  it,  this  condud  they 
confidered  as  efiablifhing  one  in¬ 
controvertible  fad,  that  it  had 
been  originally  determined  to  keep 
them  totally  in  the  dark,  and  that 
no  fair  account,  nor  fatisfadory 
information,  lliouldtrver  come  be¬ 
fore  them. 

That  fome  of  the  accounts 
which  had  been  produced,  and 
were  calculated  to  deceive  the  peo¬ 
ple  into  an  opinion,  that  the 
crown  had  conferred  a  great  favour, 
and  was  a  great  lofer,  by  its  bar¬ 
gain  with  the  public  in  the  year 
1760,  were  furnilbed  with  other 
properties,  which  were  fo  far  more 
culpable,  as  an  immediate  attempt 
of  impofition  by  over-reaching  the 
underfianding  is  more  criminal, 
than  a  modell  or  timid  attempt  to 
conceal  pall  mifeondud  or  profli¬ 
gacy.  In  the  eftimate  of  the 
amount  of  (what  was  moft  impro¬ 
perly  called)  the  hereditary  reve¬ 
nue,  or  properly  the  appropriated 
duties,  for  the  lafi;  fixceen  years, 
compared  w'ith  that  of  the  adual 
civil  lifl  revenue,  a  great  furpluf- 
age  is  flated,  and  reprefented  as  fo 
much  lofs  to  the  crown  by  refign- 
ing  the  former,  although  in  fad, 
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tlie  greater  part  of  this  furplus 
arifes  from  a  parliamentary  iund, 
vt'hich  had  no  exigence  in  the  year 
1760,  and  to  which,  if  it  had,  the 
crown  could  not  have  laid  the 
finalkit  preteniion.  This  fund 
was  created  by  the  poft- office  adt 
of  the  5th  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  in  this  eftimate,  with  an  evi¬ 
dent  view  of,  impofition  upon  the 
public,  and  deception  on  parlia¬ 
ment,  is  artfully  brought  to  ac¬ 
count  on  the  lide  of  the  crown,  un¬ 
der  a  fuppofition,  that  the  multi¬ 
plicity  and  perplexity  of  hgures, 
with  the  indolence  and  inattention 
fo  prevalent  in  public  affairs,  would 
effedlually  operate  in  preventing 
detedlion.  '^I'hey  faid,  that  if  one 
falfe  article  in  any  account  could 
be  proved,  and  that  it  was  mani- 
feftly  brought  in  by  defign,  as  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  it  was  a  fair 
and  allowed  deduftion,  that  the 
whole  account  was  falfe.  They 
concluded  therefore,  that  from  the 
withholding  of  all  fpecification, 
and  every  voucher,  vvhicli  could 
afford  the  colour  of  authenticity  to 
one  part  of  the  accounts,  and  the 
grofs  and  glaring  impolition  at¬ 
tempted  in  the  other;  it  was 
equally  juftifiable  in  point  of  ar¬ 
gument  and  fad  to  infid,  that  the 
whole  was  a  fcene  of  unparalleled 
deception,  delufion,  and  impofi- 
tion. 

Comparative  eftimates  were  en¬ 
tered  into  of  the  amount  of  feveral 
heads  of  expenditure,  during  two 
periods  of  eight  years  each  in  the 
prefent  reign,  and  two  equal  pe¬ 
riods  which  terminated  at  the  con- 
clulion  of  the  former.  The  excefs 
in  feveral  of  thefe  articles  during 
the  lad  eight  years  was  conlider- 
able,  and  arofe  principally  under 
the  heads  of  the  cofferers  account* 
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the  board  of  works,  penfions,  an-> 
nuities,  fecret  fervice,  and  am- 
baffadors.  It  was  obferved,  that 
the  excefs  in  thofe  penfions,  which 
were  paid  by  the  paymafter  of  that 
department,  in  the  late  period, 
compared  with  the  expenditure 
under  the  fame  head  of  the  lail 
eight  years  of  the  late  reign, 
amounted  to  113,298!.  That  the 
excefs  in  penfions  and  annuities 
paid  at  the  exchequer  during  the 
fame  periods,  amounted  to 80,846!. 
And  that  the  excefs  under  the  head 
of  fecret  fervice,  was  63,559!.  al¬ 
though  the  laft  eight  years  of  the 
late  King,  included  the  greatefi 
part  of  the  late  glorious  war,  when 
the  demands  for  that  fervice  muff 
have  been  great  and  necelTary,  and 
events  fufficiently  told,  that  the 
expenditure  was  applied  to  pur- 
pofes  truly  national. 

Thus,  faid  they,  the  cxCefs, 
under  thefe  three  fufpicious  article* 
only,  does  not  fall  greatly  ffiort  of 
one  half  of  the  prefent  incurred 
debt ;  and  if  to  this  was  added  the 
excefs  in  others,  and  the  amount 
of  the  wanton  or  unneceffary  ex¬ 
penditure  (which  can  be  gathered 
even  from  a  view  of  the  prefent 
mutilated  accounts)  in  feveral,  the 
whole  would  confiderably  exceed 
the  demand  now  made  upon  the 
public.  And  though  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  exorbitances  could 
not  difeharge  the  prefent  incum¬ 
brance,  it  would  render  the  pro- 
pofed  augmentation  needlefs,  pre¬ 
vent  the  crown  from  falling  into 
limilar  diffreffes,  and  a  people 
from  being  further  fpoiled,  who 
are  already  groaning  under  the 
heavieft  burthens. 

It  was  obferved,  that  the  large 
fums  of  171,000!.  and  114,000!, 
were  charged  in  two  lines  for  fe¬ 
cret 
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erct  fervice,  under  the  difpofal  of 
tvjo  Secretaries  of  the  Treafury. 
The  iflliing  of  fuch  fums  through 
fuch  hands,  without  any  fpecific 
fervice  affigned,  was  reprefented 
as  carrying  a  very  myfterious  and 
dangerous  afped.  That  money, 
without  flint,  or  public  account, 
j  fhould  be  entrufled  to  the  Secreta- 
i  ries  of  State  for  the  purpofe  of  fo- 
!  reign  intelligence,  was  allowed  to 
be  right  and  neceflary  ;  but  that 
the  officers  of  the  treafury,  who 
can  have  no  public  connexion  be¬ 
yond  their  own  office,  much  lefs 
any  intercourfe  with  foreign  flates, 
fliould  be  the  agents  for  difpofing 
of  the  public  money  in  fecret  fer¬ 
vice,  was  faid  to  be  a  matter  of  the 
mofl  alarming  nature,  and  which 
carried  that  fort  of  internal  evi¬ 
dence  along  with  it,  that  put  an 
end  at  once  to  all  doubts  as  to  de- 
fign  or  application. 

The  expenditure  charged  under 
.the  refpedlive  heads  of  the  cofferers 
office,  the  board  of  works,  and 
that  of  foreign  Minifters,  was  faid 
to  be  fo  enormous,  as  to  exceed  all 
limits  of  propriety  and  reafon.  It 
might  well  be  fuppofed,  from  fee¬ 
ing  that  above  80,000 1.  was  ap¬ 
plied  yearly  to  the  latter  fervice, 
that  we  were  realizing  the  wretched 
policy  recommended  by  James  the 
Firfl,  of  maintaining  an  army  of 
ambaffadors.  Yet,  with  this  vaft 
diplomatique  expence,  and  the 
prodigious  Turns  allotted  to  fecret 
fervice,  will  the  Miniflers  venture 
to  boail  of  the  cultivation  or  fup- 
port  of  our  foreign  interefts  r*  will 
ithey  point  out  the  commercial  be- 
mefits  we  have  obtained,  and  the 
tpolitical  fecurity  and  flrength  we 
jhave  derived  from  late  treaties  i*  or 
Jidoes  the  profpcrous  flate  of  our 
mffairsj  the  relpe<^  with  which  we 
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are  treated  by  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  and  the  fuccefs  attending 
our  public  meafures,  proclaim  the 
vvifdom  of  our  negociations,  and 
the  excellency  of  our  intelligence. 

Above  half  a  million,  they  ob- 
ferved,  was  ftated  under  the  head 
of  the  board  of  works,  without  a 
Angle  item  to  fhew,  to  whom,  or 
for  what  purpofe  it  was  difpofed  ; 
or  on  what  palace,  houfe,  park, 
garden,  or  royal  work  of  any  kind, 
the  money  had  been  expended. 
Thefe  were  matters,  they  faid, 
which  demanded  the  utmofl  at¬ 
tention  and  flridleft  inveftigation. 
of  parliament.  They  were  the 
conftitutional  checks,  to  reftrain 
the  wanton  profuiion,  or  the  de- 
figned  application  of  the  public 
treafure  to  dangerous  purpofes,  by 
miniflers.  They  were  entrufled  by 
the  people  with  the  public  difpo- 
fal  of  their  property,  and  they 
were  bound  by  every  idea  of  duty 
and  juflice  to  prevent  its  being 
fquandered  ;  but  ftill  more,  to 
prevent  its  being  employed  againfl 
their  dearefl  interefts. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Miniflers 
and  official  members,  attributed 
the  defedflivenefs  imputed  to  the 
accounts,  to  the  condud;  of  their 
predeceflbrs  in  office,  who  had  car¬ 
ried  away,  from  their  refpedive 
departments,  thofe  papers  and  do¬ 
cuments,  which  would  have  beea 
neceflary  to  afford  that  unufual  de¬ 
gree  of  fpecification  and  accuracy, 
‘which  were  now  demanded.  They 
faid,  that  the  treafury  had  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  re¬ 
medy  that  deficiency  ;  they  had 
fpared  no  pains,  by  examining  and 
comparing  the  warrants  with  the 
books,  to  give  every  fatisfadion 
in  their  power  to  parliament.  Such 
vouchers  as,  could  be  found  they 

produced  | 
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produced ;  they  were  not  to  be 
blamed  for  thofe  which  were  re- 
inoved,  loft,  or  m  ill  aid ;  if  the 
manner  in  which  the  accounts  were 
kept,  or  the  nature  of  the  expen¬ 
diture,  rendered  them  obfcurp  and 
perplexed,  it  was  no  fault  in 
them.  They  fliewed  regularly  the 
fums  which  they  had  iilued,  and 
the  departments  by  which  they 
were  drawn  ;  that  was  all  that  lay 
with  them,  and  they  had  no  en- 
quiry  to  make  into  their  difpofal, 
or  fpecilic  application.  Thus, 
faid  they,  all  the  charges  of  with¬ 
holding  explanations  and  vouchers, 
of  fabricating  defe<!ftive,  or  pre- 
fenting  mutilated  accounts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  perplexing  or  deceiving 
parliament,  fall  entirely  to  the 
ground. 

But  it  was  further  contended, 
that  far  from  treating  parliament 
with  contempt,  or  from  any  defjgn 
of  milleading  them  or  keeping 
them  in  ignorance,  they  had  ex¬ 
ceeded  their  predecelTors  in  exa£t- 
nefs  and  detail.  7'hat  no  ac¬ 
counts  at  all,  or  at  moft  only,  fuch 
grofs  and  loofe  eftimates,  as  it  was 
now  become  the  faftiion  fo  much 
to  cen lure,  had  been  laid  before 
parliament  upon  former  limilar  ap¬ 
plications  from  the  crown.  Such 
they  faid  was  the  cafe  in  the  year 
17 1 o,  under  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne;  in  that  of  George  the  Firft, 
when  two  fuch  applications  were 
made  ;  at  the  acceliion  of  the  late 
Xing,  when  the  annual  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  1 00,000 1.  was  made  to  the 
civil  lift  revenue;  in  the  year 
1747,  under  the  fame  reign,  when 
parliament  granted  4^0,000!.  to 
difcharge  that  Monarch’s  debts ; 
and  fuch,  they  obferved  finally,  was 
the  cafe  in  the  year  1769,  upon  the 


former  application  to  parliament 
by  his  prefent  Majefty. 

It  was  alfo  contended,  (but  more 
particularly,  and  much  more  ftre- 
nuoully  infilled  on  in  the  Hoafe  of 
Lords)  that  the  crown  had  a  juft 
and  equitable  claim  to  the  provi- 
fion  now  demanded,  in  confequence 
of  that  moft  generous  and  liberal 

^  O 

aflofhis  Majefty  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  when  from  a  truly 
paternal  feeling  for  the  burdens  of 
his  people,  and  a  moft  princely  de-> 
fire  of  contributing  to  their  eafe, 
he  furrendered  the  civil  lift  revenue 
of  the  former  reign,  which  was 
fully  competent  to  all  theexpences 
of  his  houfehold  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  accepted  of  the  prefent 
income,  which,  without  any  ex¬ 
perience  to  decide  upon,  it  was 
then  hoped,  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  lor  thofe  purpofes. 

They  faid,  that  thofe  revenues 
during  the  fixteen  years  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  reign,  had  exceeded  the 
amount  of  the  a£lual  royal  income, 
by  confiderably  more  than  two  mil¬ 
lions,  and  about  doubled  the  aggre¬ 
gate  of  the  fum  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  year  17^9,  and  that 
demanded  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
prefent  debt.  From  thcfe  premifes 
they  contended,  that  the  difcharge 
of  the  prefent  incumbrances,  as 
well  as  the  future  augmentation, 
were  evidently  matters  of  right  and 
jaftice,  though  applied  for,  and 
wilbed  to  be  received  as  favours  ; 
and  that  in  fuch  circumftances,  the 
fcrutinizing  of  accounts,  and  en¬ 
tering  into  minute  enquiries,  was 
equally  abfurd  and  petulant.  All 
that  was  neceffary  to  be  known, 
was  the  amount  of  the  expenditure, 
and  of  its  excels  bey^ond  the  ftand- 
ing  revenue;  the  deficiency  in  the 

latter 
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latter  muft  be  provided  for,  as  a 
matter  of  courfe,  of  neceffity,  and 
of  right.  Royal  beneficence  had 
induced  an  experiment  in  favour 
of  the  public  ;  upon  long  experi¬ 
ence  and  repeated  trial  it  is  found 
incapable  of  its  objedl ;  was  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
his  tendernefs  to  his  people,  to 
operate  to  his  perfcnal  lofs  ?  and 
his  well-intended,  though  ineffec¬ 
tual  attempts,  to  rertrain  his  ex- 
pences  within  certain  limits  of  his 
own  affigning,  to  be  given  as  rea- 
fons  why  he  fliould  abide  by  that 
determination,  however  impracti¬ 
cable  it  was  found  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  ? 

As  this  doClrine  of  right,  was 
not  fo  much  infifled  upon  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  atleaft  not  by 
the  Minilter,  other  arguments  were 
ufed  in  fupport  of  the  prefent  ap¬ 
plication  under  both  its  heads.  It 
was  afferted,  that  the  greateft 
practicable  frugality  and  ceconomy 
prevailed  in  the  feveral  court  de¬ 
partments  ;  but  that  the  revenue 
was  really  and  truly  infufficient 
for  its  affigned  purpofes.  It  was 
impofllble,  they  laid,  nor  would  it 
be  fitting  if  otherwife,  to  reltrain 
the  expences  of  a  great  Sovereign, 
and  chofe  in  the  numerous  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  houfehold  and  civil 
government,  within  the  limits  of 
an  exaCl  and  ftriCt  ceconomy.  A 
certain  degree  of  profufion  muft 
prevail  in  feveral  inftances,  and 
would  ftill  continue  to  do  fo,  in 
defiance  of  all  attempts  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  Cuftom  had  given  a  fanc- 
tion  to  extraordinary  expences  in 
courts,  and  was  too  firmly  rivetted 
by  time  to  be  broke  in  upon  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty.  They  were 
among  the  confequences  of  high 
Wnk,  and  the  appendages  of  roy¬ 


alty  ;  the  parfimony,  which  would 
be  highly  commendable  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  gentleman,  would  become 
meannefs  in  a  Monarch  ;  fome- 
thing  muft  be  facrificed  to  opinion 
in  many  cafes ;  and  a  certain  mag¬ 
nificence  of  expence,  was  as  ne- 
ceffary  to  difplay  the  grandeur  of 
a  great  nation,  as  to  fupport  the 
luftre  of  the  crown. 

They  obferved  the  prodigious 
rife  in  all  the  neceftaries  of  life, 
and  increafe  in  every  article  of 
expence  and  mode  of  living,  which 
had  taken  place  during  the  laft 
fifty  years,  being  the  period  fince 
certain  funds  were  affigned  to  the 
fupport  of  the  civil  lift  eftablifti- 
ment,  which  were  intended,,  at 
leaft,  to  produce  8oo,oool.  a  year 
revenue.  This  rife  in  the  value  of 
things  and  increafe  of  expence, 
they  faid,  proceeded  from  the 
great  influx  of  money,  the  exten- 
fion  of  commerce,  and  the  confe- 
quent  increafe  of  wealth,  which  had 
taken  place  in  that  period.  Though 
this  rife  was  fenfibly  felt  by  the 
nobility  and  gentry  in  their  private 
ceconomy,  they  were  however  ge¬ 
nerally  indemnified  by  a  propor¬ 
tional  increafe  in  the  rents  of  their 
eftates.  Was  then  the  Sovereiga 
to  be  the  only  gentleman  in  his 
dominions,  who  was  to  be  embar- 
rafted  and  diftrefied  in  his  private 
affairs  by  this  change  of  circum- 
ftances  ?  and  inftead  of  benefitting 
by  their  profperity,  was  he  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  Angular  fituation,  of 
being  impoverifhed  in  an  inverfe 
proportion  to  the  general  affluence 
and  increafed  wealth  of  his  people? 

The  happy  and  numerous  in¬ 
creafe  of  the  royal  family,  was  alfo 
dwelt  upon.  However  great  the 
fatisfaflion  derived  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  it  muft  naturally  and 

inevitably 
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inevitably  be  produaive  of  great 
additional  expence.  Other  occa- 
fional,  or  extraordinary  expences 
were  alfo  mentioned.  The  re¬ 
venues  of  the  crown  had  been  con- 
fiderably  diminilhed  in  confequence 
of  the  public  calamities.  By  thefe 
the  American  quit  rents,  at  leaft 
for  the  prefent,  were  loft.  And 
by  judgments  of  the  courts  of  law, 
the  four  and  half  per  cent.  Weft 
India  revenue  was  greatly  leflened. 
A  great  clamour  was  made  about 
the  increafeofpenfions,  and  they  arc 
talked  of  in  grofs  as  means  of  cor¬ 
ruption^ — vaguely  and  idly.  What! 
would  they  cut  oft'  the  rewards  for 
officers  of  the  law,  to  whom  age, 
and  conftitutions  worn  down  by 
the  toil's  of  adminiftering  juftice, 
had  rendered  an  honourable  repofe 
as  neceffiary  as  it  was  equitable. 
Muft  min  liters  at  foreign  courts, 
who  had  fpent  their  youth,  and 
certainly  not  increafed  their  fortunes 
in  that  fervice,  retire  to  fpend 
their  laft  years  in  difeontent  and 
mifery. 

They  contended,  that  the  late 
King’s  revenue,  including  the 
450,0001.  which  had  been  granted 
for  the  difeharge  of  his  debts  in 
the  year  1 747,  exceeded  the  average 
income  of  his  prefent  Majcfty  fince 
his  acceffion,  even  taking  into  the 
account  the  half  million  which 
had  been  given  by  parliament  in 
176^.  And  they  inftfted,  that  if 
proper  allowance  was  made  for 
the  increafe  m  value  of  the  ne- 
ceffaries  and  luxuries  of  life,  it 
would  be  found,  that  900,0001. 
a  year,  at  prefent,  was  not  worth 
fo  much,  that  is,  would  not  pur- 
chafe  fo  much  of  thefe  commo¬ 
dities,  as  800,000  k  would  have 
done,  in  the  early,  or  even  middk 
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part  of  the  reign  of  George  th® 
Second. 

They  alfo  inftfted,  that  neither 
the  difeharge  of  the  prefent  debt, 
nor  a  grant  of  the  propofed  aug¬ 
mentation,  would  be  any  lofs  to 
the  public,  as  the  excefs  of  the 
hereditary  revenue,  which  had  been, 
relinquiffied  by  his  Majefty,  would 
be  fully  equivalent  to  both.  But 
that  even  without  refting  upon 
that  foundation,  fufficient  furely 
though  it  was,  the  conftant  practice 
of  near  70  years,  would  have 
afforded  an  unqueftionable  fan£lion 
to  the  application  for  the  payment 
of  the  prefent  debt.  Parliament, 
without  any  fuch  claim  upon  it, 
had  at  different  periods,  which 
were  all  thofe  that  it  was  applied 
to,  from  the  year  1710  to  the 
prefent  time,  regularly  difeharged 
the  incumbrances  of  the  crown. 
Nor  were  any  of  thofe  applications 
produdlive  of  that  contumely  and 
reproach  upon  minifters,  nor  thofe 
illiberal  charges  of  prodigality  upon 
the  crown,  by  which  the  prefent 
was  fo  particularly  diftinguilhed. 

The  repeated  charges  from  drif- 
ferent  quarters,  of  an  undue  and 
dangerous  influence  obtained  to  the 
crown,  by  the  application  of  the 
revenue  to  the  creation  of  Handing 
majorities,  were  faid  to  be  equally 
unjuft,  illiberal,  and  fubverfive  in 
their  tendency,  of  all  parliamen¬ 
tary  freedom  of  enquiry  and  adion. 
If  fuch  a  dodrine  was  admitted, 
it  would  cut  up  by  the  foots  every 
pretenfiort  to  a  condud  founded 
upon  opinion  or  principle4  Thefe 
could  be  no  reafon  given,  why 
majorities  fhould  be  lefs  aduated 
upon  by  thefe  motives  than  mino¬ 
rities.  It  was  more  juft  in  fad, 
reafonabk  in  argument,  and  candid 
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in  fentiment,  to  fuppofe  that  both 
aifled  upon  principle.  It  was  furely 
a  mod  unfair,  as  well  as  unfounded 
inference,  to  fuppofe  that  a  diffe¬ 
rence  of  opinion,  mud  neceflarily 
proceed  from  improper  and  un¬ 
worthy  motives.  To  fuppofe  that 
fuch  motives  were  exclufively  and 
neceffarily  appropriated  to  the 
greater  number,  would  be  too 
ridiculous. 

The  invariable  condancy  and 
greatnefs  of  majorities  upon  the 
fide  of  eovernment,  were  accounted 
for  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  upon 
other  grounds.  They  were  in  part 
attributed,  to  the  evidently  wife 
meafures,  and  uniform  propriety 
and  rectitude  of  conduct,  which 
had  firmly  united  the  wife,  the 
difintereded,  the  opulent,  the  vir¬ 
tuous,  and  even  the  bulk  of  the 
nation,  in  fupport  of  the  prefent 
Miniders.  A  fupport  as  unpre¬ 
cedented  as  it  was  merited  ;  and 
which  was  principally  afforded  in 
parliament  by  the  landed  intered 
of  the  nation  ;  by  the  great  body 
of  country  gentlemen  ;  who  were 
too  numerous  and  independent  to 
admit  the  poffibility  of  influence  ; 
too  deeply  intereded  in  the  event, 
not  to  pay  a  drift  attention  to  the 
conduft  of  public  affairs  ;  and  too 
well  verfed  in  the  real  intereds  of 
their  country,  to  approve  of  any 
meafures  that  were  not  founded  on 
right  policy  and  wifdom.  Such 
a  fupport  was  the  unrivaled  honour, 
and  the  peculiar  didinftion  of  the 
prefent  adminidration.  But  a  noble 
Lord  high  in  office  went  dill  far¬ 
ther,  and  with  an  afpcrity  of  lan¬ 
guage,  not  frequent  in  that  Koufe, 
attributed  them  equally,  to  the  un¬ 
popularity  excited  by  the  de- 
tedable,  unconditutional,  and  dan- 
^gerous  conduft,  of  what  was  com- 
Yol,  XX.  1777- 
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monly  called  in  this  country  the 
oppofition.  He  firmly  believed, 
that  the  majority  in  both  Houfes 
had  been  increafed  by  that  conduft  ; 
and  that  it  had  been  as  indru- 
mental  in  rendering  the  prefent 
Adminidration  popular,  as  even 
the  wifdom  and  reftitude  of  their 
meafures. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  idea  of 
confidering  the  duties  appropriated 
by  parliament  to  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  lid  edablifhment,  as  an 
hereditary  property,  and  the  re¬ 
venue  of  the  crown  as  the  entailed 
edate  of  a  private  gentleman,  was 
laughed  at  by  the  oppofition. 
Thofe  duties,  they  faid,  belonged 
at  no  time  to  the  crown;  they 
were  always  under  the  dilpofition 
of  parliament.  Even  in  the  reign 
of  King  William,  and  when  they 
had  been  newly  appropriated  to 
the  civil  lid  edablifhment,  not- 
withdanding  the  fingular  obliga¬ 
tions  the  nation  was  under  to 
that  prince,  parliament  withdrew 
4000 1.  a  week  of  thofe  duties, 
and  applied  it  to  other  fetvices. 
The  grant  of  the  forfeited  edates, 
which  had  compofed  a  part  of  the 
royal  revenue,  was  refumed  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  with 
a  charge  of  700 1.  a  week  upon  the 
pod-office,  and  other  charges  upon 
other  branches  of  the  civil  lid  fund, 
were  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war,  and  to  otherpublic  exigencies. 

The  tranfaftioRS  between  the  laid 
king  and  parliament,  they  faid, 
were  fo  clear  and  conclufive,  as  not 
to  admit  a  fhadow  of  doubt  upon 
any  part  of  the  quedion,  A  grant 
of  8oo,oool.  a  year  was  made  to 
the  crown  for  the  life  of  George 
the  Second.  Certain  duties  were 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
that  income  ;  and  pariiamentj  by 

in 
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the  fame  a£l,  bound  itfelf  to  make 
good  any  deficiency  in  the  ap¬ 
pointed  revenue,  which  might  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  failure  of  the  duties. 
Nothing  could  be  more  explicit. 
The  revenue  was  certain,  parliament 
was  anfwerable  for  the  fulEciency 
of  the  funds,  and  the  crown  could 
have  no  claim  on  any  excefs  of 
their  produce. 

The  confequence  of  that  agree¬ 
ment  was  the  cleareft  comment  on 
it,  and  fully  eftablifhes  the  original 
intention  of  both  parties,  as  well 
as  the  manner  in  which  it  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  underllood  by  them. 
The  king  was  twenty  years  upon 
the  throne  before  he  made  any  ap¬ 
plication  to  parliament ;  and  when 
he  did  come,  it  was  only  to  require 
them  to  fulfil  their  own  engage¬ 
ment.  The  appropriated  duties  du¬ 
ring  that  time  had  fallen  450,000!. 
jfhort  of  the  amount  of  the  ap¬ 
pointed  revenue,  and  he  only  re¬ 
quired  them  to  fiipply  that  defi¬ 
ciency.  The  crown  owed  at  that 
very  time  200,000!.  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  which  it 
demanded  ;  and  though  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  expences  confeqiient  of 
the  preceding  rebellion,  might  well 
feem  to  have  juftified  an  application 
for  the  difcharge  of  an  incumbrance 
contradted  in  a  national  caufe,  yet 
George  the  Second  thought  and 
adled  otherwife,  and  would  claim 
nothing  beyond  his  ftipulated  in¬ 
come.  By  his  wife  and  honeft 
ceconomy,  that  debt  was  not  only 
difcharged  in  the  fucceeding  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  his  reign,  but,  be- 
£des  leaving  a  large  fum  in  his 
exchequer,  he  expended  above  a 
million  of  his  private  fortune  in 
the  defence  of  his  foreign  domi¬ 
nions.,  although  they  were  involved 


and  ruined  in  a  war  entire!/ 

Britilh. 

The  conclufion  of  his  reign 
afforded  another  inftance  equally 
fadsfadlory  and  conclufive  as  the 
former,  with  refpedl  to  another 
part  of  the  queftion,  the  difpofal 
of  any  furplus  which  might  arife 
upon  the  general  fund  of  appro¬ 
priated  duties.  By  the  increafe  of 
feveral  branches  of  that  fund,  in- 
fiead  of  the  former  general  defi¬ 
ciency,  the  adlual  produce,  from 
the  year  1747  downward,  exceeded 
the  ftipulated  income,  to  the  ave¬ 
rage  amount  of  about  8000 1.  a 
year.  All  this  furplus  was  fairly 
brought  to  account  at  the  demife 
of  the  late  king,  and  the  whol6 
fum,  amounting  to  115,000!.  paid 
over  as  one  of  the  firft  aids  to  his 
prefen c  Majefty. 

It  was  therefore,  they  faid,  to 
the  laft  degree  abfurd,  prepofterous, 
and  fallacious,  to  deferibe  the  ap¬ 
propriated  duties,  in  any  degree,  as 
being  virtually  an  hereditary  reve¬ 
nue,  or  to  reprefen t  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  his  prefent  Majefty 
with  the  public,  as  any  ad;  of  con- 
ceftion  in  him.  He  relinqulfhed 
nothing ;  he  gained  nothing  by 
that  agreement.  The  only  diffe¬ 
rence  it  made  was  a  matter  of  con¬ 
venience  to  himfelf.  He  was  now 
to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  without  dif- 
count,  rifque,  trouble,  or  lofs ; 
whereas  the  payment  of  fome  of 
the  duties  had  been  frequently  held 
back  for  feveral  years.  Nobody 
would  pretend  to  make  it  a  doubt, 
that  the  minifters  of  that  time, 
under  all  the  peculiar  circumftances 
of  glory  and  aftedion  which  fo 
happily  diftinguilhed  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  reign, 
would  advife  his  Majefty,  in  an 
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hjDplication  to  a  parliament  and 
people  who  could  refufe  him  no¬ 
thing,  to  demand  fuch  an  income 
as  would  be  fully  adequate  to  the 
inaintenance  and  fupport  of  the 
crown  with  dignity  and  fplendour. 
It  mull  have  been  then  in  the 
Xing’s  contemplation  to  marry  ; 
and  he  rhufi  himfelf,  as  well  as  his 
Minirters,  of  courfe  look  forward 
to  the  expences  confequent  to  fuch 
a  ilate,  attended  \Vith  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  a  numerous  ifiue. 

This  \vas  unqueftionably  done, 
and  all  ihefe  contingencies  were 
then  fuppofed,  oh  all  hdes,  to  be 
amply  provided  for  in  the  bounty 
granted  by  parliament.  The  pro- 
pofal  not  only  originated  from  the 
throne,  but  the  acceptance  of  it  by 
parliament  was  acknowledged  with 
gratitude.  Parliarnent  granted  all 
the  Sovereign  alked,  and  made  the 
grant  in  the  very  mode  propofed  by 
Mr.  Legge,  who  was  then  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  who 
then,  in  the  Xing’s  name,  gave  the 
moll  explicit  afturances  that  no  more 
ihould  be  afked.  The  civil  liil  aft 
exprefly  declares  in  the  preamble, 
that  8co,oob}.  was  a  certain  com¬ 
petent  revenue  for.  defraying  the 
Cxpences  of  his  Majelly’s  civil 
government,  and  fupporcing  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  Our  journals  record,  faid 
they,  and  many  now  prefent  re¬ 
member,  the  prateful  fenfe  ex- 

O  ^ 

prefTed  upon  that  bccafion  on  the 
fide  of  the  crown.  The  miniflers 
dffici^illy  declared  his  Majelty’s 
entire  fatisfaftion  in  our  condaft  ; 
and  the  happincfs  he  felt,  in  being 
thus  delivered  from  the  difagreeable 
lieceflity  of  applying,  like  his  pre- 
deceflbrs,  to  parliament,  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies  of  th6  civil 
Jit.  And  in  the  fpeech  ai  the 
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clofe  of  that  feffion,  the  Sovereigri 
gracioufly  told  the  commons,  that 
he  ‘  could  not  fufficiently  thank 
them  and  that  he  ‘thought  him¬ 
felf  much  obliged  to  them,  for 
what  more  immediately  concerned 
birnfelf.’  ,  , 

But  they  infifted^  that  if  his 
Majefty  even  had  the  original  op¬ 
tion  which  was  now  pretended,  it 
could  extend  no  farther  than  the 
firft  choice.  The  agreement  was 
folemn  and  fpecificj  and  could  not 
afterwards  be  receded  from.  It 
v/as  a  fiir  compaft  of  finance  be* 
tween  the  King  and  the  fubjedt^ 
ratified  by  both  parties.  ,  If  he 
had  no  fpecific  or  rightful  claim  on 
the  appropriated  duties,  he  of  courfe 
loll  nothing  ;  if  he  had,  and  made 
a  fair,  equitable  agreementj  he  is 
manifeftly  bound  by  it.  In  either 
event  tllereforej  .  the  arguments 
now  ufed  mull  fall  to  the  ground 
as  totally  idle  ^nd  unfounded. 
The  bare  propofal  whiyh  thefe  a.T^ 
guments  were  brought  to  fupport,; 
implied  a  direft  violation  of  public 
faith,  for  which  the  rainillers  who 
advifed;  and  who  made  it,  deferved 
the  feverelt  reprehen fion. 

The  arguments  founded;  and  the 
right  claimed,  from  the  fuppofed 
praftice  of  .parliament,  in  eon- 
ftantiy  difcharging;  without  ac¬ 
count  of  enquiry,  the  incumbrances 
of  the  crown,  upon  former  appli¬ 
cations,,  were  faid  to  be  equally 
unfounded,  and  to  have  been  dver- 
thrown  by  fafts  already  Hated. 
Queen  Anne,  generoufly  bellowed 
1 00,000 1.  annually  of  her  private 
revenue,  to  the  fupport  of  a  mod 
extenfive,  dangerous,  and  important 
war  ;  and  Ihe  expended  vaft  fums. 
of  money  upon  a  public  objeft,  iri 
the  ereftion  of  Blenheim  palace. 
Her  claim  upon  tfie  public  was! 
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not,  however,  founded,  upon  her 
generofity,  munificence,  or  prodi¬ 
gality.  Parliament  in  the  ne- 
ccffity  of  the  public  exigencies,  had 
broken  in  confidcrably  upon  feveral 
branches  of  the  civil  lift  revenue, 
which  were  diverted  from  their 
proper  channel,  to  anfwer  the  im¬ 
mediate  and  urgent  demands  of  the 
war.  This  fubftradlion  of  her  re¬ 
venue,  muft  of  courfe  afFedl  her 
private  oeconomy,  and  occafioned 
her  incurring  debts,  for  the  dif- 
eharge  of  which  fhe  had  an  equi¬ 
table  and  legal  claim  upon  the 
public.  Wlien  the  fum  required 
was  under  the  amount,  of  the  fair 
demand  which  might  have  been, 
legally  made  by  a  common  cre¬ 
ditor,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
file  was  not  prelled  to  fhew  how 
the  debt  was  incurred  ? 

George  the  Second  did  not  apply 
to  parliament  for  any  benevolence  ; 
he  required  no  increafe  of  his  re¬ 
venue  ;  he  did  not  defire  to  have 
bis  debts  paid,  merely  becaufe  he 
was  in  debt ;  he  only  demanded 
the  payment  of  money  to  which  he 
was  legally  entitled  ;  a  part  of  his 
j^venue  which  the  nation  was 
bound  to  make  good  by  an  a£l  of 
parliament.  The  making  of  fuch 
a  dem^and  could  afford  no  motive 
or  reafon,  for  his  laying  any  ftate- 
ment  of  his  affairs  before  par¬ 
liament,  nor  for  their  enquiring 
into  the  amount  or  nature  of  his 
debts  or  expences.  All  that  was 
neceffary  was  done,  which  was  to 
lay  before  the  Houfe  the  documents 
requifite  to  afcertain  the  deficiency 
on  the  civil  lift  duties;  that  is, 
bow  far  they  fell  fhort  of  the  re¬ 
venue  which  was  fettled  upon  him 
by  the  nation. 

But  quitting  enquiries  into  paft 
Uanfadtions,  and  dedudions  drawn 

■3- 
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from  them,  it  was  ftrongly  con¬ 
tended  by  feveral  members  of  both 
Houfes,  that  the  revenues  of  the 
crown,  were  not  only  fully  fufficient 
for  all  rational  purpofes  of  dignity 
and  magnificence,  but  that  they  al¬ 
ready  far  exceeded  thofe  boundaries, 
which  were  confiftent  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  limited  government,  and 
with  the  fafety  of  this  free  conftitu- 
tion.  They  faid,  that  if  the  reve¬ 
nues  proceeding  from  Wales,  Corn¬ 
wall,  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter,  Ire* 
land.  Weft  India  Iflands,  American 
quit-rents,  and  other  fources  of  lefs 
note  or  importance,  were  brought 
into  account,  and  added  to  the  civil 
lift  eftablifhment,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  crown  had  for  feveral  years 
polTeffed  an  annual  income,  confi- 
derably  exceeding  a  million  fter- 
ling.  That  if  the  American  quit- 
rents  had  not  been  loft,  or  could 
again  be  recovered,  this  revenue,  , 
foleiy  in  the  crown,  independent 
of  account,  and  free  from  enquiry, 
would  in  a  few  years  increafe  in 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  afford  a  greater 
fund  of  treafure  for  private  difpofal, 
than  the  moft  powerful  and  arbi¬ 
trary  fovereigns  in  Chriftendoia 
could  boaft  of.  That  though  the 
revenues  of  Hanover  and  the 
biihoprick  of  Ofnaburgh,  did  not 
come  within  the  cognizance  of  par¬ 
liament,  they  were,  however,  .  to 
be  confidered  as  objefts  of  atten¬ 
tion,  in  all  queftions  that  related 
to  the  cxceffive  growing  power, 
and  dangerous  influence  of  the 
crown.  That  with  fuch  vaft  funds 
in  its  poffeffion,  that  poverty, 
which  was  now  fo  ftrongly  urged^ 
and  fo  grievoufly  pleaded,  and 
which  was  indeed  too  fliamefully 
apparent  in  all  the  ceconomy  of 
the  court,  inftead  of  anfwering  the 
purpofe  propoled  by  the  minifters 
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JTi  their  reprefentations,  fhould 
have  a  very  difFereni  effed^,  and  in 
reality  afforded  room  for  reflexions 
of  the  mod:  ferious,  and  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  molt  alarming  nature. 
'The  caufe  of  that  poverty  and 
diltrefs,  and  the  manner  in  which 
fo  immenfe  a  revenue  was  diflipated 
without  dignity  or  magnificence, 
were  furely  objeXs  of  the  utmoft 
importance,  and  which  required 
the  clofeft  enquiry,  and  claimed 
the  utmoft  confideration  of  par¬ 
liament. 

The  oppofition  concluded,  with 
reprefenting  it  as  a  matter  of  the 
gre.'ited  impropriety  and  indecency, 
to  bring  in  fuch  a  demand,  in  fuch 
a  feafon  of  public  calamity  and 
danger.  They  faid,  that  nothing 
bat  a  confidence  in  the  fervility, 
and  an  experience  in  the  carelefs- 
nefs  of  the  public  interells,  which 
were  now  prevalent,  could  have  en¬ 
couraged  the  minifters  to  hazard  fo 
defperate  a  meafure.  They  have, 
faid  they,  plunged  us  in  a  fatal 
civil  war,  which  has  already  coff 
the  nation  twenty  millions  of  money; 
they  have  fevered  the  empire,  de- 
llroycd  our  commerce,  funk  the 
revenue,  and  given  a  mortal  blow 
to  public  credit.  We  have  loll 
thirteen  fiourifhing  and  growing 
provinces,  fome  of  which  were 
already,  in  point  of  importance, 
if  not  of  power,  nearly  equal  to 
ancient  kingdoms,  and  we  are 
ROW  engaged  in  a  deftruXive  and 
hopelefs  attempt,  to  recover  by 
force,  what  our  folly  and  violence 
have  loft.  Is  this  then  a  feafon^ 
when  we  ftiall  be  under  a  neceffity 
©f  taxing  every  gentleman’s  houfe 
in  England,  even  to  the  fmalleft 
domeftic  accommodation,  and  to 
accumulate  burden  upon  burden, 
on  a  people  already  fi-nking  under 
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their  load,  to  come  and  tell  uj, 
that  we  had  not  hitherto  made  a 
provifion  for  the  crown  adequate 
to  its  grandeur,  and  that  we  muft 
now  find  new  funds  for  the  increafe 
of  its  fplendor  ?  Is  the  real  luftre 
which  it  has  unhappily  loft,  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  falle  glare  of  pro- 
fufion  ?  and  the  oftenfive  expencci 
of  government,  to  increafe  in  a 
due  proportion  to  its  poverty  and 
weaknefs  ?  it  will  be  a  new  dif- 
covery  in  the  policy  of  nations, 
that  the  only  means  of  replacing 
the  lofs  of  half  an  empire,  is  by  the 
boundlefs  prodigality  of  the  re¬ 
mainder. 

As  to  the  afperfions  thrown  by 
minifters  on  the  minority,  and 
their  motives  to  oppofition,  they 
faid,  that  they  had  only  to  appeal 
to  heaven  and  their  own  con- 
fciences  for  the  purity  of  their  in¬ 
tentions  ;  but  they  could  appeal  to 
the  prefent  Hate  of  things  for  the 
foundnefs  of  their  judgment  con¬ 
cerning  the  conduX  of  public 
affairs.  That  if  they  attributed 
the  majorities  in  parliament  to  the 
inffuence  of  the  crown,  they  only 
deduced  effeXs  from  their  natural 
and  obvious  caufes.  What  other 
caufe,  faid  they,  can  be  afiigned 
for  the  fupport  of  minifters,  whe¬ 
ther  the  prefent  plan  of  politicks 
be  wrong  or  right  ?  If  wrong,  they 
ought  not  to  be  fupported,  who 
advifed  an  improper  fcheme  of 
policy  ;  if  right,  they  ought  not  to 
be  fupported,  who  fhew  themfelves 
wholly  unable  to  conduX  meafures 
right  in  themfelves  and  neceftary 
for  the  nation.  That  it  was  not 
true,  that  the  minifters  were  fup¬ 
ported  by  the  landed  intereft. 
The  greater  part  of  the  county 
reprefentatives  were  in  oppofition 
to  their  American  fchemes ;  and 
[T]  3  perhaps 


history  of  EUROPE. 

perhaps  the  weight  of  the  pro-  experiencing  all  the  eitefts  of  aftutal 
perty,  not  connected  with  places  banifhment ;  and  inftead  of  comt 
jind  emoluments  in  the  gift  of  the  rnanding  the  refpeft  and  attention 
fcrown,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  due  to  his  rank  and  virtues,  ex- 
would  be  found  in  the  fame  fcale.  hibiting  to  the  world  the  idea  of 
JiBut  whatever  the  charadler  and  a  diftreffed  and  fugitive  prince  of 
motives  of  the  majority  or  minority  England,  and  exciting  only  the 
werCj  it  was  evident  beyond  a  compaffion  of  foreigners.  The 
doubt,'  that  under  the  fupport  of  fecond,  after  experiencing  the  fame 
the  former,  the  national  dignity,  difagreeable  fituation  abroad,  re- 
power,  and  dominion,  were  re*  duced  to  live  within  the  limits  of 


duced,  and  the  royal  fplendour 
tarnifhed,  whilftevery  expence  was 
infinitely  increafed*  It  is,  faid 
they,  from  fuch  undoubted  matters 


an  ceconomy,  which  however  be¬ 
coming  his  necelTity,  and  fuited  to 
his  income,  is  equally  unworthy  of 
his  merit,  and  unfitting  for  the 


of  fa^l,  and  not  from  declamations  rank  which  he  holds  in  this 
or  invedives,  that  the  publick  will,  country. 

or  ought,  to  judge  of  the  motives  The  amendment  was  feconded, 
of  thofe  who  fupport  or  oppofg  but  it  being  reprefented,  that  any 

amendment  made  to  a  report  was>^ 
out  of  rule,  and  unparliamentary, 
debate  enfued,  and  it  was 


|he  prefent  fyftem 
A  •,  o  Upon  receiving  the 
^  *  report  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  from  the  committee  of 
fupply,  the  debate  was  renewed 
with  great  warmth,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  enquiry  was  again  pro- 
pofed,  and  ably  fupported.  The 
quefiion  upon  the  firil  refolution  of 


no 

agreed  to  refer  the  fubjed;  to  future 
confideration.  The  queftion  upon 
the  fecond  refolution  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  being  put  about  midnight, 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  231, 
to  109.  Though  the  numbers 


the  committee,  fpr  the  payment  of  were  fewer  on  both  Tides,  19  gen- 
the  ftanding  debt,  of  618,340!.  tlemen  voted  againft  the  prefent 


was  carried  v;ithout  a  divifion. 
Upon  reading  the  fecond  refolu¬ 
tion  for  the  additional  grant  of 
1 00,000 1.  a  year  to  the  royal  re- 


queftion,  who  were  not  included 
in  the  former  divifion. 

The  royal  mefiage  to  the  Houfe. 
of  Lords,  was  debated  on  the  i6th 


venue,  un  amendment  was  moved  of  April,  when  an  addrefs  of  con- 
fcy  a  gentleman  in  oppofition,  that  currence  having  been  moved  by  the 
the  words  in  the  refolution  for  Earl  of  Derby,  and  feconded  by 
the  better  fupport  of  his  Majefly’s  Lord  was  oppofed  by  the 

houfhold,”  fnould  be  immediately  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  wha 
followed  by  thefe,  and  for  the  moved  for  an  amendment  of  very 
different  branches  of  the  royal  confiderable  length,  being  an  ad- 
family.”  drefs  directly  counter  to  that  pro- 

The  gentlemari  deferibed  in  very  pofed,  and  which  was  afterwards 
pathetic  terms,  the  diftrefle’d  fitua-  entered  without  addition  as  a 
^ion,  in  point  of  circumftance,  of  protelf.  The  noble  Marquis  en¬ 
tire  two  Royal,  and  Brother  Dukes,  tered  very  diffufively,  and  with 
The  one,  from  the  narrownefs  of  his  great  knowledge  of  his  ground  into. 
Ificome  upable  to  live  in  this  country,  the  fubje6l,  and  ftated  feveral  of 
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siTgUHietits  and  fadts  which  we 
have  already  laid  down.  He  was 
oppofed  and  fupported  with  great 
eagernefs,  and  the  debates  were 
long,  various,  and  very  interelting. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  contention, 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  faid,  that 
his  regard  to  the  noble  Marquis, 
fhoold  prevent  his  moving  the 
previous  quelHon,  upon  both  the 
addrefs  and  the  amendment ;  but 
he  conjured  their  lordfhips,  as 
the  bert  proof  of  their  loyalty 
and  affeaion  for  his  Majefty,  that 
they  would  confent  to  have  the 
original  motion  poftponed,  and 
agree  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  expenditure  ; 
but  more  particularly  to  enquire 
what  parts  would  beft  admit  of 
a  reduftion  ;  and  when  that  was 
finally  fettleil,  proceed  to  a  vote 
of  concurrence,  for  the  amount 
of  the  reduced  eftimate. 

If  they  agreed  to  this  propo- 
fal,  he  offered  to  prove  to  their 
fatiefaftion,  that  the  eftimate  fo 
eftabliftied,  would  not  exceed  the 
prefent  revenue  ;  and  that  at  the 
fame  time,  it  Ihould  not  bear 
upon  a  fingle  article,  v.'hich 
Ihould  be  thought  by  thofe  who 
profeffed  themfelves  to  be  his 
warineft  friends,  to  adminjfter  to 
his  Majefty’s  eafe  or  fatisfadion ; 
or  that  was  neceffary  to  fuftain 
v/it!)  fplendor  and  dignity,  his 
elevated  rank  and  fituation.  The 
noble  Duke  finally  pledged  him- 
felf  to  the  houfe,  that  if  they 
would  go  into  the  propofed  com¬ 
mittee,  he  would  demon  ft  rate 
from  the  moft  clear,  authentic, 
and  inconteftible  documents,  that 
Soojoool.  a  year,  would  anfwer 
every  end  of  private  eafe,  per- 
fonal  dignity,  and  royal  fplen- 
^-our;  in  a  word,  would  fornilh 


F  EUROPE.  [B7 

every  appendage  to  royalty,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  only  which  mini- 
llers  miftakenly  thought  neceffary, 
that  of  obtaining,  through  the 
means  of  corrupt  influence,  an 
unbounded  power  and  cor.troul 
over  the  will  and  refolutions  of 
parliament. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put  upon  the  motion  of  amend¬ 
ment,  it  was  rejected  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  96  to  20  only.  A  fe- 
cond  divifion  took  place  upon 
the  Duke  of  Grafton’s  previous 
queftion,  which  was  alfo  reje£led 
by  a  majority  of  90  to  26.  The 
main  queftion  on  the  addrefs  was  • 
♦then  pur,  and  carried  on  a  divi¬ 
fion  . 

The  rejected  amendment,  which 
was  entered  as  a  proteft,  infers 
the  neceffity  of  the  utmoft  (eco¬ 
nomy,  from  the  increafe  of  pub¬ 
lic  d  ebt,  and  the  decreafe  of  the 
empire  ;  and  expreffes  aftonifli- 
ment  and  indignation,  at  a  pro- 
fuflon  in  minifters,  wTich  the 
greateft  profperity  could  Icarcely 
excufe.  After  ftating  and  exa¬ 
mining  various  matters,  it  con¬ 
cludes  in  the  following  terms, 
and  wasfigned  by  fourteen  Lords, 

“  With  regard  to  the  further 
increafe  of  your  Majefty’s  civil 
lift  revenues,  we  muft  decline  any 
concurrence  therein,  not  folely 
from  motives  of  (Economy,  (tho* 
at  no  time  more  ftri(5lly  requir¬ 
ed)  but  from  a  dread  alfo  of 
the  effeft  of  fuch  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  on  the  honour  and  integrity 
of  parliament,  by  veiling  fuch 
large  fums  vvithout  account  in 
the  hands  of  minifters.  When 
an  opinion  is  known  to  prevail, 
and  which  wc  have  no  means  of 
contradiding,  that  your  Majefty’s 
civil  lift  revenues  are  employed 
[F]  4 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


83]- 

in  creating  ‘an  undue  influence 
in  parliament,  it  would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  unbecoming  of  us  to 
vote,  without  manifeft  reafon, 
great  fums  of  money  out  of  the 
property  of  your  Majefty’s  fub- 
jefts,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be 
applied  to  our  private  emolu¬ 
ment.  It  is  our  duty  to  attend 
to  the  reputation  of  parliament; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  reprefent 
to  your  Majefly,  tbat  a  further 


increafe  of  the  overgrown  in-* 
fluence  of  the  crown,  would  be 
a  treacherous  gift  from  parlia¬ 
ment  even  to  the  crown  itfelf,  as 
it  will  enable  the  minillers  to  carry 
on  thofe  deluflve  fyftems  which 
have  been  fatally  adopted,  and 
which,  if  purfued,  rauft:  lead  to 
the  ruin,  as  they  have  already 
produced  the  diftradlion,  of  this 
once  great  empire.- * 


CHAP.  VI. 


Motion  By  the  tntnijier  for  the  payment  of  a  demand  made  By  the 
Landgranje  of  Heffe^  on  an  unliquidated  hofpit^l  account  of  the  lafi 
•war.  Debates.  Motion  carried  in  the  committee  of fupply  upon  a  divifox. 
Debate  renewed  on  receiving  the  report,  ^uejiion  carried  upon  a  diw- 
fon.  Motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne  relati^ue  to  the  Royal  Bro¬ 
thers.  Prenjious  quef  ion  carried  on  a  diaoifion.  Debate  on  the  Speakers 
fpeech.  Mr.  Fox’s  motion.  Motion  of  adjournment.  F“he  latter  with¬ 
drawn^  and  the  former  carried.  Vote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker  for 
his  fpeech.  Resolution  at  Madrafs.  Vranfadiions  presious  or  relative 
to  the  depojing  and  imprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot.  VranfaBions  in 
Leadenhall  freet.  Refolutions  on  India  affairs ^  mo-ved  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  Gosernor  fohnjlone.  Debates.  SThe  refolutions  rejeBed  upon 
a  dtsifon,  Earl  of  Chatham' s  motion  for  an  addrefs  relative  to  a 
reconciliation  with  America.  Motion  rejeBed.  Speech  from  the  throne. 


May  ytb.  A  which 

the  committee  of  fupply  'by  the 
ininifter,  for  the  payment  of 
above  forty  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  under 
a  rcjedled,  or  dormant  claim,  for 
the  expences  of  foreign  hofpitals 
in  the  laft  war,  was  produdlive 
of  very  warm  debates,  and  was 
not  only  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  the 
oppofition,  properly  fo  called,  but 
it  excited  an  unufual  degree  of 
diflatisfadlion  among  fuch  of  the 
country  gentlemen  as  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  in  town,  which  was  ex¬ 
tended  even  to  fome  of  thofe 
who  had  been  mofi  accaftomed 


to  go  with  the  court  in  all  quef-? 
tions. 

It  was  objedled  to  the  refolu- 
tion,  that  a  commiflion  had  been 
appointed  and  carried  into  effedl 
upon  the  late  peace,  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  examining,  fettling, 
and  liquidating  the  German  claims. 
That  after  long  labour,  and  pain¬ 
ful  inveftigation,  thefe  were  found 
to  be  fo  lhamefully  exorbitant 
and  unjuft,  that  a  difcount  of  6o 
or  70  per  cent,  was  not  unufual, 
on  thofe  which  even  feemed  to 
be  the  faireft  and  befl  fupported. 
That  at  the  fame  time,  the,  pre- 
fent  claim,  with  feveral  others 
of  the  fame  nature,  were  utterly 
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call  ofF  and  reje£led,  and  all  for 
the  fame  individual  caufe,  that 
they  were  in  the  whole,  and  in 
every  part,  totally  unfounded  and 
unjud.  And  they  infilled,  that 
it  was  a  thing  unheard  of,  when 
any  claim  or  account  had  been 
I  once  fettled  and  liquidated,  more 
efpecially  under  the  legal  forma¬ 
lity  and  fandion  of  a  particular 
and  public  commiflion,  to  bring 
fuch  a  matter  again  forward,  un- 
Icfs  it  was  fupported  by  fome 
new  documents  or  proofs,  which 
the  claimant  muft  alfo  demon- 
llrate,  not  to  have  been  originally 
within  his  reach  or  power. 

The  minifters  were  charged,  in 
unqualified  terms,  with  a  (hamc- 
ful  profufion  of  the  public  money, 
and  with  the  mod  fcandalous 
meannefs,  in  fubmitting  in  every 
in  dance  to  the  infatiate  rapacity 
of  the  German  princes.  Nor 
did  parliament  efcape  its  diare 
of  the  cenfure,  for,  what  was 
termed,  their  tame  acquiefcence 
in  every  propofal,  however  un- 
reafonable  or  abfurd,  that  was' 
laid  before  them,  and  their  grant¬ 
ing  the  property  of  the  people 
to  fupply  every  demand,  how¬ 
ever  unnecedary,  extravagant,  or 
unjud.  This  demand,  they  faid, 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other 
light  than  that  of  a  foreign  tri¬ 
bute,  exadled  from  us  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  our  didrefs,  through  a 
full  conviAion  of  our  didradled 
fituation,  and  the  unhappy  date 
of  our  public  affairs.  The  na¬ 
tion  was  to  fubmit  to  every 
lhameful  impofition,  propofed,  or 
pradlifed  upon  it  by  the  petty 
dates  of  Germany,  led  they  fhould 
withdraw  their  mercenaries  from 
the  fupport  of  our  fatal  miniderial 
civil  war,  before  they  had  put 
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the  lad  hand  to  the  ruin  or  ex-* 
termination  of  the  Britilh  nation 
on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic. 

They  alfo  arraigned  the  mini- 
der  for  furprizing  the  houfe  with, 
fuch  a  demand,  and  bringing  in 
a  matter  of  fuch  confequenefe  at 
a  feafon,  when  he  knew  that  it 
was,  and  mud  be,  very  thinly 
attended.  They  contended,  that 
if  this  demand,  after  deeping  for 
fourteen  years,  was  now  admitted, 
it  would  rouze  all  Germany  into 
adlibn,  in  the  framing  of  new, 
or  the  reviving  of  old  claims ; 
and  that  they  fhould  never  get 
quit  of  the  German  chancery, 
whild  they  had  a  fhilling  left 
to  grant.  They  concluded  by- 
lamenting  and  execrating  thole 
fatal  meafures,  to  which  they  at¬ 
tributed  our  prefent  unhappy  li- 
tuation,  and  all  thofe  humiliating 
and  difgraceful  circumdances  in 
which  they  faid  v/e  were  in¬ 
volved. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini- 
der  acknowledged  the  dalenefs 
of  the  claim ;  he  wiilied  the  de¬ 
mand  had  been  made  earlier  ; 
but  he  urged  the  length  of  its 
danding  to  be  the  only  obje£lion, 
that  could  be  reafonably  made 
to  it.  He  infided  that  the  ac¬ 
count  was  clearly  and  fairly 
dated;  that  the  demand  wasjud; 
that  it  confequently  ought  to  be 
paid ;  and  that  length  of  time 
did  not  weaken  the  claim  in. 
point  of  judice  or  equity.  The 
good  faith,  the  credit,  the  judice, 
and  honour  of  the  nation,  were 
all  faid  to  be  deeply  concerned 
in  the  exadfc  obfervance  of  its 
contrafts  with  foreigners,  and  the 
puniflual  difeharge  of  its  foreign 
debts.  Any  failure  in  thefe  re- 
fpeeb  mud  be  produdive  of  the 
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jnoft  ruinous  confequences,  in 
our  future  connexion  and  inter- 
courfe  with  foreign  ftates.  We 
fhould  feel  them  equally  in  the 
affairs  of  war  and  of  peace. 

It  was  alfo  contended  on  the 
fame  fide,  that  this  claim  had 
never  been  rejefted  by  the  Ger¬ 
man  comrniffioners,  as  had  been 
reprefented  in  the  debate.  It 
had  been  only  poftponed,  they 
faid,  from  its  being  connefted 
with  fome  other  matter,  which 
prevented  its  being  brought  with 
propriety,  immediately  within 
their  cognizance.  They  alfo  af- 
ferted,  that  it  had  never  lain 
dormant,  and  confequently  that 
it  was  not  an  old  claim  newly 
revived.  The  claim  was  never 
dropped ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
demand  was  regularly  kept  up, 
accordinp’  to  the  ufual  official 
forms,  from  the  time  the  debt 
was  incurred,  though  from  va¬ 
rious  caufes  and  delays,  payment 
had  hitherto'  been  deferred.  They 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  it 
was  not  brought  on  in  confe- 
quence  of  any  ftipulation,  and 
that  ii  did  not  appertain  to  any 
treaty  paft  or  prefent  ;  but  that 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  found¬ 
ed  upon  its  good  faith  to  all 
mankind,  and  particularly  to  ^its 
allies,  rendered  the  payment  in- 
difpenfable. 

The  refolution  was  carried  in 
the  .committee  of  fupply  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  38  to 
20.  But  upon  receiving  the  re¬ 
port  next  day  in  the  houfe,  the 
debate  was  renewed  with  great 
warmth,  and  if  a  few  more  of 
the  country  gentlemen  had  been 
in  town,  the  minifter  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  found  himfelf  in  a 
minority.  As  it  was,  the  report 
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was  agreed  to  only  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  eight,  the  numbers  being 
50  to  42,  upon  a  divilion.  It 
was  particularly  obferved,  that 
fome  zealous  courtiers,  and  pro- 
feffed  government  men,  avoided 
voting  upon  this  queliion. 

7'he  day  after  the  decilion  of 
this  quekion.  Sir  James 
Lowther,  who  had  lately 
moved  the  amendment  to  the 
civil  liil  bill,  in  favour  of  the 
two  Royal  Brother  Dukes,  moved 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majelly, 
to  requeft  an  augmentation  of 
their  annual  income.  He  dated 
with  energy,  and  deferibed  with 
a  real  and  affefting  fympathy, 
the  caufes  which  led  to  this  mo¬ 
tion,  and  the  particular  circum- 
dances  of  fituation,  which  ren¬ 
dered  fuch  an  addrefs  neceffary  ; 
circumdances,  which  were  unfor¬ 
tunately  fo  confpicuous,  as  to  be 
publicly  known  in  every  part 
of  Europe  ;  and  which  he  repre¬ 
fented,  as  not  lefs  affefling  the 
national  charafter  and  honour, 
than  the  royal  dignity. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  upon 
the  ground  of  propriety,  and  the 
previous  quedion  immediately 
moved.  The  difficulty,  as  well 
as  impropriety,  of  difeuffing  a 
quedion  of  fo  nice  and  delicate 
a  complexion,  were  principally 
infided  on.  It  would  be  break¬ 
ing  in  upon  the  domeftic  affair* 
of  the  royal  family ;  and  ven¬ 
turing  to  enquire  into  matters  of 
fo  tender  a  nature,  as  the  con¬ 
duct  obferved,  and  the  tran’fa^lions 
that  paffed  in  private  life,  be¬ 
tween  the  Sovereign  and  his  bro¬ 
thers.  Thefe  were,  they  faid, 
matters  by  no  means?  fitting  to  be 
brought  forward  as  fubjedts  of 
public  difeufiion.  The  Sovereign 

fhould 
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fhould  be  entirely  left  to  his  own 
difcretlon,  and  he  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  adt  with  propriety.  It  could 
not  but  be  prefumed,  that  at  a 
proper  time  and  feafon,  he  would, 
befides  confulting  his  own  dig- 
nity,  give  way  alfo  to  the  im- 
pulfes  of  nature  and  afFedion. 
Hut,  they  faid,  it  would  be  in 
the  higheft  degree  indecent,  and 
prefuming  beyond  the  limits  of 
duty  and  reverence,  to  pretend  to 
.dilate  to  the  throne,  either  with 
refpedl  to  private  family  condu6l 
or  affairs,  or  to  the  difpofal  of 
its  own  property. 

As  the  motion  had  the  whole 
weight  of  the  court  party  to  en¬ 
counter,  and  that  feveral  on  the 
Other  fide  were  not  fatisfied  as 
to  its  propriety,  the  previous 
queftion  was  carried,  after  a  fhort 
debate,  by  a  majority  of  130 
to  45,  by  which  the  propofition 
was  laid  by  without  a  direct 
negative. 

An  unexpedled  incident  upon 
this  occafion,  gave  rife  to  ano¬ 
ther  debate,  upon  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  ground,  which  was 
agitated  for  feveral  hours  with 
great  warmth.  To  explain  this 
matter  it  will ,  be  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  on  the  preceding 
day  but  one,  upon  prefenting  the 
bill  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
civil  lid  revenue  to  receive  the 
royal  affent,  the  Speaker  took 
that  occafion  of  addreffing  the 
throne  in  a  fpeech,  for  which, 
upon  their  return,  he  immediate¬ 
ly  received  the  unanimous  thanks 
of  the  houfe,  attended  with  a 
compliment  of  defiring  that  it 
might  be  printed.  Thefe  thanks, 
and  the  motion  for  printing, 
were  prepared  by  fome  members 
pf  the  minority,  and  the  vote 


paffed  before  miniflers  ,had  time 
to  recolledl  themielves. 

Some  paffages  in  this  fpeech, 
gave,  however,  great  offence  at 
court,  and  their  effefl  was  even 
faid  to  be  obfervable,  at  the  time 
and  place  where  they  were  ad- 
dreffed.  The  Speaker  not  only 
expatiated  largely  upon  the  zeal 
and  affeftion  fhewn  by  the  com¬ 
mons,  but  in  giving  the  greater 
force  to  thefe  circumflances,  he 
obferved,  “  that  it  was  in  a  time 
“  of  public  diflrefs,  full  of  difi- 
**  culty  and  danger,  when  their 
“  conftituents  were  labouring  un- 
der  burdens  almoft  too  hea^jy  to  be 
**  borne  ■d'" — and  in  difplaying  the 
liberality  of  the  grants,  he  ufed  the 
following  expreffions,  —  “  Have  not 
“  only  granted  to  your  Majefty  a 
“  large  prefen t  fupply,  but  alfo 
“  a  very  great  additional  reve- 
**  nue  ;  —  great  beyond  example  ; 
“  great,  beyond  your  Majefty’s 
“  higheji  expence. —  But,  all  this, 
“  Sir,  they  have  done,  in  a  well 
“  grounded  confidence,  that  you 
**  will  apply  nvifely,  what  they 
have  granted  liberallyd^ 

The  compliment  which  fucceed- 
ed  thefe  paffages,  and  clofed  the 
fpeech,  was  not  thought  by  fome 
to  atone  fufficiently  for  their 
freedom.  The  zealous  courtiers, 
and  thofe  who  affedl  to  be,  or 
arc  known,  under  the  familiar 
denomination  of  King’s  friends, 
were  offended  in  the  highefl  de>. 
gree,  and  confidered  fome  of  thefe 
expreffions  as  conveying  little  lefs 
than  an  abfolute  infult,  and  o-- 
thers  as  equally  mifreprefenting 
the  fenfe  of  parliament,  and  the 
real  ftate  of  the  nation.  It  was 
accordingly  determined  to  let  the 
Speaker  feel  his  fuppofed  error, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  rendered 

fo 
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io  fully  fenfible  of  their  indig¬ 
nation,  as  that  it  might  operate 
in  preventing  any  future  lapfe  of 
the  fame  nature. 

In'  the  fiiort  debate  upon  Sir 
James  Lowther’s  motion,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  high  in  office,  and  who 
has  long  been  dillinguiffied  as  a 
principal  leader  in  a  powerful 
party,  arraigned  the  condu6l  of 
the  Speaker  with  unufual  vehe¬ 
mence,  and  the  moft  pointed  a- 
crimony.  He  affierted,  that  the 
national  iituation  had  been  grofs- 
]y  mifreprefented,  in  a  place,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  thofe,  where 
nothing  bat  truth  ffiould  be  heard. 
That  the  fentiments  declared  at. 
the  bar  of  the  other  houfe  to 
be  thofe  of  the  commons,  were 
the  diredl  reverfe  ;  that  they  knew 
better ;  that  for  one,  he  totally 
difclaimed  them  ;  that  he  was 
certain  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  hoafe  equally  did  fo  ;  and, 
that  before  the  houfe  rofe,  he 
trailed  it  w’ould  be  proved,  whe¬ 
ther  they  thought  with  the  chair 
or  with  him. 

^  This  charge,  as  foon  as  the  di- 
vifion  upon  the  former  queilion 
was  over,  was  taken  up  by  the 
Speaker,  and  his  fpeech  being 
hril  read,  he  appealed  to  the 
journals  for  the  vote  of  thanks 
that  fucceeded  it,  to  fliew  that 
the  fentiments  which  he  had  then 
expreffed,  were,  at  that  time,  the 
fentiments  of  the  houfe.  The 
gentleman  who  had  made  the 
charge,  now  repeated  and  enforced 
it  with  fiill  greater  vehemence, 
and  with  additional  circumilances 
of  heat  and  acrimony.  Ir,  how¬ 
ever,  now  began  to  appear  pretty 
evident,  that  many  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  lame  fide  with 
himfelf,  particularly  the  miniflers, 
grew  apprelienhve  that  he  was 


pufhing  matters  too  far;  for  though 
they  were  very  well  pleafed  that 
the  Speaker  fhould  meet  with 
what  they  thought  a  feafonable 
rebuke,  they  were  not  at  all  dif- 
pofed  to  make  any  needlefs  trial 
of  the  temper  of  the  houfe,  by 
urging  the  point,  in  an  unprofit¬ 
able  experiment,  to  a  difagree- 
able  and  hazardous  extremity. 
They  wdfhed  matters  to  reft  in 
their  prefen t  ftate,  and  the  Speaker 
to  lie  under  an  implication  of 
cenfure,  without  its  being  diredl- 
ly  pafted,  or  brought  abrolutely 
to  tile  queftion. 

The  oppofition  w'ere  not,  how"- 
ever,  dilpofed  that  it  ftiould  be 
paired  olt  in  that  manner.  Mr. 
Fox  immediately  took  the  buft- 
nefs  up  with  his  ufual  fpirit  and 
ability.  He  faid  that  the  gentle¬ 
man  had  come  to  the  point  at 
once ;  the  charge  w'as  open  and 
dire£l  ;  the  Speaker  had  either 
mifreprefented  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe,  or  he  had  not ;  the  queftion 
was  fairly  at  iffue,  and  could  be 
decided  only  by  the  houfe.  For 
his  part,  he  fafpeded  the  Speaker 
had  not  delivered  the  fentiments 
of  the  majority,  although  it  was 
evident  from  their  journals,  that 
he  had  given  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe.  He  would,  however,  now, 
bring  the  queftion  to  a  fair  deci- 
fion,  by  obtaining  the  fenfe  of 
the  houfe  upon  it ;  and  if  the 
motion  he  w^as  going  to  make  met 
with  a  negative,  he  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that^the  Speaker  could  not 
any  longer  fit  in  that  chair  with 
reputation  to  himfelf,  nor  be  any 
further  ferviceable  in  his  ftation, 
after  being  thus  publicly  defert- 
ed,  bullied,  and  difgraced.  He 
accordingly  moved, — “  That  the 
“  Speakep  of  this  houfe,  in  his 
fpeech  to  his  Majefty  at  the 

**  bar 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


*"*  bar  of  the  houfe  of  peers  on 
“  Wednefday  laft,  and  which  was 
“  defired  by  this  houfe,  nem. 
“  con.  to  be  printed,  did  exprefs, 
**  with  juft  and  proper  energy, 
“  the  zeal  of  this  houfe  for  the 
“  fupport  of  the  honour  and  dig- 

nity  of  the  crown,  in  circum- 
**  fiances  of  great  public  charge/* 

The  Speaker  declared,  with 
great  refolution  and  firmnefs,  that 
he  could  not  think  of  continuing 
in  a  fiiuation  in  which  he  could 
be  no  longer  ferviceable,  which 
muft  evidently  be  the  cafe,  if 
the  motion  fiiould  be  rejefted. 
That  he  had  wilhed  and  intend¬ 
ed  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe,  and  imagined  he  had  done 
fo ;  that  he  thought  himfelf  fully 
jullified  by  the  time,  the  occa- 
fion,  and  various  concurrent  cir- 
cumftances,  which  all  combined 
to  ftamp  what  he  had  offered 
with  peculiar  propriety.  That 
he  fiill  conceived  he  had  dif- 
charged  his  duty,  which  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  public  approba¬ 
tion  he  had  received ;  and  he 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  he 
would  not  fit  longer  in  that  chair, 
than  he  was  in  the  free  exercife 
of  his  duty. 

The  gentlerhen  on  the  other 
fide,  wanted  much  to  get  rid  of 
the  queftion,  without  bringing  it 
to  any  decifion.  They,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  did  not  approve  of  certain 
paffages  in  the  fpeech  ;  but  they 
did  not  from  thence  intend  any 
cenfure  upon  the  Speaker.  He 
might,  without  the  fmalleft  blame, 
have  miftaken  or  misftated  the 
fentiments  of  the  houfe.  Nay, 
in  the  hurry  and  inadvertence  of 
an  extempore  addrefs,  he  might, 
very  polfibly,  not  even  have  ftated 
his  own  exadtiy.  They  accord¬ 
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ingly  recommended  in  the  moft: 
preffing  terms  to  the  Speaker,  and 
ftrongly  urged  the  mover  and 
fup porters  of  the  queftion,  to 
withdraw  the  motion  ;  and  find¬ 
ing  that  this  propofal  would  not 
be  complied  with,  they  mov’ed 
for  an  adjournment. 

But  the  oppofition  were  upon, 
this  occafion  firm  and  unanimous. 
The  houfe  was  involved  in  a 
dilemma,  which  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  it  fhould  not  get  clear  of 
without  a  decifion.  Either  it  muft: 
join  them  in  fupporting  the  chair, 
or  fubmit  to  its  utmoft  degrada¬ 
tion,  and  become  chargeable  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  glaring 
inconfiftency,  of  undoing  and  re¬ 
probating  on  the  Friday,  thofe 
ads  which  they  had  done  or  ap¬ 
plauded  on  the  Wednefday. 

They  infifted,  that  the.  fpeech 
was  founded  in  truth  ;  that  it 
was  highly  neceffary  at  this  fea- 
fon  ;  and  that  it  was  delivered 
with  the  ftrideft  propriety.  Their 
applaufe  of  the  Speaker  for  his 
fpeech  was  not  greater,  than  for 
his  firmnefs,  in  not  accepting  of 
any  compromife  fhort  of  imme- 
(iiate  reparation,  notwithftanding 
the  threats  and  foothings,  which, 
they  faid,  had  been  alternately  ufed 
to  induce  him  to  recede,  and  by 
fo  doing,  to  facrifice  equally  his 
own  honour,  and  the  dignity  of 
the  houfe.  They  laughed  at^  the 
new  logic  introduced  by  the  op- 
pofers  of  the  motion,  who  con¬ 
tended  that  the  fpeech  was  not 
the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  becaufe, 
on  the  very  day  it  was  fpokeni 
the  houfe  had  declared  the  mofi 
warm  and  hearty  approbation  of 
it.^  ^This,  they  faid,  might  be  a 
minifterial  way  of  drawing  con- 
clulions ;  but  it  was  certainly  a 
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curious  one ;  perhaps  they  had 
been  taught  by  long  experience, 
that  the  lenfe  of  the  houfe,  as 
declared  by  a  majority,  was  not 
its  ffenuine  fenie* 

O  ^ 

They  infilled,  that  if  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  adjournment  was  carried* 
it  would  not  be  fafe  for  the  Speaker 
to  continue  a  moment  longer  in 
his  prefent  fituation ;  that  he 
would  in  all  future  occahons  lie 
at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies, 
and  be  liable  to  difgrace  when¬ 
ever  he,  fulfilled  his  duty,  if  the 
faithful  difeharge  of  it  happened 
to  be  contrary  to  the  opinion  or 
liking  of  thofe,  who  were  able  to 
command  a  temporary  majority 
to  overrule  afts  of  unanimity. 
That  the  dignity  of  the  houfe 
was  at  an  end,  if  the  chair  was 
permitted  to  be  degraded  ;  that 
the  prefent  blow  was  ultimate¬ 
ly  aimed  at  the  houfe  through  the 
chair:  that  it  was  an  experi- 
ment  made  purely  to  try,  what 
pitch  of  humiliation  and  difgrace 
they  would  bear  to  be  let  down 
to  ;  the  attempt  of  a  court  faction, 
to  render  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  defpicable,  as  well  as 
deteftable,  in  the  eyes  of  their 
conftituents. 

The  gentleman  who  had  made 
the  charge,  at  length  conceded  in 
fome  degree.  He  faid  he  had  not 
a  wifihi  (if  it  had  been  even  in 
his  power,  which  it  was  not  in 
any  degree)  to  drive  the  Speaker 
from  the  chair.  He  only  main¬ 
tained,  which  he  hill  would,  the 
right  of  private  opinion,  and 
freedom  of  fpeech ;  of  ce-nfuting 
what  be  did  not  approve,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  perfons ;  he  faid, 
he  meant  no  more  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  ;  and  if  it  was  now  the 
lenfe  of  the  houfe,  he  would  rea¬ 
dily  agree  in  withdrawing  the 


motion  of  adjournment.  This  be¬ 
ing  accordingly  done,  Mr.  Fox^£( 
motion  was  carried  without  a  di- 
vifion,  and  with  the  appearance 
of  almoft  general  unanimity.  To 
render  the  triumph  compleat,  a- 
nother  gentleman  in  oppofition 
moved^  that  the  thanks  of  the" 
houfe  Ihould  be  returned  to  the 
Speaker  for  the  difputed  fpeech, 
which  was  likewife  agreed  to. 

A  tranfadlion  of  a  moil  extraor¬ 
dinary  nature  in  the  Eaft  Indies* 
and  which  amounted  to  no  lefs‘ 
than  a  revolution,  and  the  total 
fubverhon  of  eftablifhed  govern¬ 
ment  in  our  principal  fettleihent 
on  the  coall  of  Coromandel,  to¬ 
gether  with  feveral  fubfequeht  pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  it  in  Leaden- 
hali-fireet,  were  the  means  of, 
bringing  the  affairs  of  the  Ealf 
India  company  once  more  vtdthiri 
the  cognizance  of  parliament; 

It  may  appear  almoft  needlefs 
to  make  any  obfervation  upon 
the  difficulty  of  coming  at  the 
bare  and  undifguifed  truth,  in 
the  violence  of  faftion,  and  a- 
midft  the  rage  of  contending  par-, 
ties,  even  when  their  fphere  of 
a£lion  is  confined  to  our  own 
country,  and  that  their  operations’ 
appear  almoft  to  be  within  our 
perfonal  obfervation.  If  fuch  be" 
the  cafe  at  home,  how  muft  the' 
difficulty  increafe,  when  the  feene' 
of  adion  is  laid  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  globe,  from  whence 
no  difinterefted  evidence  can  be 
obtained,  where  every  native  of 
thefe  countries  is  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  chufing  his  fide,  and  of 
courfe  imbibing,  in  a  greater  or 
leffer  degree,  the  violence,  pre¬ 
judices*  and  animofity  of  his  par¬ 
ty;  whilft  the  only  indifferent' 
lpe(5lators,  if  any,  are  ftrangersv 
who  Cannot  underftand  the  Tub- 
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je6l  of  debate,  and  from  whom 
we  could  derive  no  information 
if  they  had  comprehended  it  en¬ 
tirely.  In  thefe  circumftances,  a 
Ihort  fketch  of  thofe  diilant  and 
controverted  affairs,  fuch  as  they 
immediately  appear,  and  fo  far 
only  as  is  rcquifife  to  give  fome 
general  view  of  our  prefent  fitua- 
tion  in  thofe  countries  with  refpedl 
to  the  public  fafety  and  advantage, 
and  to  illuftrate  tranfadfions  at 
home  with  which  they  are  neceffa- 
rily  connedled,  is  all  that  can  be 
reafonably  attempted,  leaving  it 
to  time,  and  to  future  elucidation, 
to  afcertain  faft,  or  to  redify  er¬ 
ror,  and  to  the  parties  concerned, 
to  enter  into  fpecific  explanations 
of  their  condudt. 

It  is  reprefented  on  one  fide,  and 
feems  to  be  pretty  well  eitablifhed, 
that  Mahomrned  Aly  Cawn,  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  has,  through  the 
protedlion  and  alliance  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  grown  to  very 
great  power,  and  it  is  farther  faid, 
to  an  uncontrouled  influence,  not 
only  over  the  natives,  but  by  va¬ 
rious  management,  over  the  Bri- 
tilh  fettleinents  alfb ;  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  which,  for  the  purpofe,  it 
is  faid,  of  exercifing  this  influence, 
he  has  chofen  his  refldence.  He 
has  formed  a  confldcrable  army  on 
the  European  model,  and  officered 
TDoftly  by  Englifh  ;  and  has  in 
general  conduced  himfelf  with 
fuch  prudence  and  ability,  as  to 
fupport  himfelf  in  a  higher  flyle  of 
dignity,  than  moft  of  thofe  rnagi- 
ilrates,  who  fet  up  for  a  fort  of  in¬ 
dependent  powers  on  the  decline  of 
the  Mogul  empire  ;  and  who  were 
aided  in  their  eftablifhment  by  the 
fortune  and  arms  of  the  Eaft-India 
«©mpany.  To  his  ability  is  faid 


to  be  joined  very  extenfive  views* 
and  a  very  afpiring  ambition. 

Some  events  feemed  calculated 
to  cherifh  this  ambition,  if  it 
really  exifts  in  the  degree  that  is 
reprefented.  A  few  years  fince, 
the  fpirit  of  adminiftration  feemed 
ftrongly  difpofed  to  trace  out  new 
fources  of  power  and  wealth, 
wherever  they  could  be  difeovered 
in  the  various  and  remote  parrs  of 
this  widely  extended  empire.  Be- 
fides  the  well  known  and  much- 
difputed  interference  in  the  con^ 
du6l  and  government  of  the  Eafl- 
India  company’s  affairs  at  home 
and  abroad,  it  became  a  part  of 
the  fyflera  of  policy  then  purfued^ 
that  the  crown  fliould  fuperintend 
the  affairs  of  the  company,  and 
on  an  idea  of  oppreffion  fuffered 
by  the  princes  of  the  country, 
fliould  eflablifli  connedions  in  In¬ 
dia,  totally  diftind  and  feparate 
from  that  body.  In  purfuance  of 
this  defign,  agents,  or  minillers, 
were  employed  w'ith  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  powers,  to  negotiate  treaties 
diredly  with  fome  of  the  princes 
of  the  country,  and  particularly  - 
with  the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 

Whatever  wifdorn  there  might  be 
in  this  meafure,  or  however  great 
the  future  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  it  may  be,  it  certainly  tended 
much  to  lower  the  Eall-India  com¬ 
pany  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives, 
and  to  relax  that  force  of  opinion, 
which  forms  the  principal  inftru- 
ment  in  the  government  of  man¬ 
kind  throughout  every  part  of  the 
globe.  Totally  ignorant  of,  and 
totally  incapable  of  comprehend¬ 
ing,  the  diftind  diftributions  of 
power  which  are  allotted  to  the 
different  parts  in  a  mixed  govern¬ 
ment  like  ours,  and  that  compli¬ 
cated 
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cated  fenes  of  conne£lion  and  de- 
pendance  which  form  their  union, 
they  only  looked  up  to  the  com¬ 
pany  in  the  grofs,  as  the  greatefl: 
aggregate  body  of  power  of  which 
they  had  any  knowledge.  They 
faw  that  her  fimple  and  avowed 
fervants,  far  exceeded  their  greateft 
princes  in  power.  They  had  heard 
of  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and 
they  had  alfo  heard  of  the  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  United  Provinces; 
thefe  were  titles,  the  nature  of 
which  they  neither  underftood,  nor 
gave  themfelves  the  trouble  to  en¬ 
quire  into  ;  but  they  had  long  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  companies  were  in  the  full 
poffeffion  and  exercife  of  all  the 
powers  of  fovereignty. 

B.ut  when  thefe  people  difcover- 
ed,  that  thofe  whom  they  Ead  hi¬ 
therto  been  accuftomed  to  conlider 
as  the  princes  of  the  earth,  were 
in  reality  the  mere  fubjedhs  of  a 
great  monarch  ;  (a  hate  which 
they  could  not  feparate  in  their 
ideas  from  the  moh  abjedt  favery) 
that  they  had  not  even  the  honour 
of  being  his  fervants  ;  when  thefe 
agents,  to  give  the  greater  efficacy 
to  their  cemmiffion,  led  them  into 
ail  the  moh  hidden  arcana  of  the 
company;  when  they  perceived 
with  amazement,  that  even  its  de¬ 
legated  powers  were  to  expire  in  a 
few  years,  and  that  they  were  to 
look  elfewhere  for  all  future  in- 
terehs  and  connedlions,  they  a- 
wakened  as  from  a  dream ;  and 
they  regarded  with  an  indignation 
and  contempt,  equal  to  the  fup- 
pofed  impofiiion,  thofe  whom  they 
had  lately  revered  as  the  firh  of 
mankind.  Some  conception  may 
be  eahly  formed,  how  the  pride 
and  felf-importanee  of  thefe  new- 


made  princes  was  fwelled,  when^ 
inhead  of  abjedl  dependents  on  the 
company,  they  found  themfelvea 
conhdered  as  friends,  allies,  fo- 
vereigns,  and  equals,  by  that 
mighty  and  overruling  power,  with 
whom  they  had  till  then  been  in  a 
manner  unacquainted. 

In  this  hate  of  affairs,  and  in 
poffeffion,  itisfaid,  of  the  power, 
wealth,  and  qualities  which  we 
have  deferibed,  Mahommed  Aly 
Cawn  is  reprefented,  as  applying 
them  with  fuch  art  and  fuccefs, 
that  he  obtained  an  overruling, 
if  not  boundlefs  inhuence,  in  the 
Englifh  counfels  at  Madrafs.  If 
fuch  was  his  dehgn,  he  certainly 
ihewed  himfelf  equal  to  the  purfuit, 
for  laying  by  the  jealous  hate  and 
dihant  pride  of  an  eahern  defpot, 
he  feemed  to  become,  as  nearly  as 
it  could  poffibly  be  admitted,  an 
inmate,  and  member  of  the  Britihi 
community  at  that  fettlement^ 
making  the  outward,  or  black 
town,  as  it  is  called,  the  principal 
feat  of  his  refidence,  where  his  pa¬ 
lace  adjoins  ,  to  the  w'alls  of  the 
Englifh  fortrefs  or  town.  By  thefe 
means,  he  is  faid  to  have  been  in 
conhant  poffeffion  of  ’ every  tranf- 
adtion  that  paffed,  and  even  of 
every  propofal  or  defign  that  ori¬ 
ginated  in  that  fettlement.  Un¬ 
doubtedly,  it  feems  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  confidence  in  the 
faith  of  an  eahern  prince,  to  admit 
of  fo  clofe  and  intimate  a  connec¬ 
tion.  Thofe  who  were  jealous  of^ 
or  enemies  to  the  Nabob’s  power 
and  greatnefs,  have  not  failed  to 
foggeh  that  fuch  a  degree  oi  near- 
nel's  could  not  be  unattended  with 
danger,  if  any  evil  was  intendeds 
Eor  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  this 
prince  td  draw  great  bodies  of 
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troops  at  all  times  into  the  fettle- 
ment,  as  cuftomary  guards  and  at¬ 
tendants  upon  his  perfon,  and  that 
thefe  might  beeafily,  and  perhaps 
I  imperceptibly  increaled*  in  a  fca- 
i  fon  of  unfufpedting  confidence,  it 
I  would  be  well  if  any  watch  or 
;  flridncfs  of  difcipline  could  guard 
i  againil  a  furprize  in  fuch  a  litua- 
I  tion.  -His  fiiencis  have  given  the 
1  thing  another  turn  ;  and  alledge 
his  refidence  there,  as  well  as  tlie 
army  he  keeps  generally  officered 
with  Englilli,  as  decilive  proofs 
of  an  attachment,  without  defign 
cn  his  part,  and  without  danger 
on  ours. 

Whatever  foundation  there  may 
I  be  for  the  charge  or  fuppofition  of 
this  Prince’s  poffieifing  an  undue  in- 
!  fluence  at  Madrafs,  it  is  certain, 

1  that  a  joint  enterprise  which  W'as 
undertaken  by  the  company’s 
forces  in  that  prefidency  with  the 
Nabob’s,  afforded  too  much  co¬ 
lour  to  fuch  an  opinion,  and  un¬ 
happily  contributed  its  full  ffiarCj 
along  with  other  eaflern  exoibi- 
tancies,  deeply  to  affieft  our  na- 
,  tional  character  both  in  Europe  and 
Aha.  This  was  the  famous  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Tanjour;  an  enter- 
prize  which  has  been  heard  of  in 
;  every  part  of  the  w'orld,  and  which 
'  had  been,  on  the  firffi  narrativesj 
I  condemned  for  its  cruelty  and  in- 
I  juftice  wherever  it  was  heard. 

The  Rajah  or  King  of 'I’anjour^ 
is  one  of  thofe  Gen  too  Princes, 

I  w'hofe  anceftors  had  been  long  in 
I  poffiefiion  of  the  country,  and  who 
j  had  never  been  entirely  fubdued  by 
[  the  Mogul  Tartars  ;  but  were 
i  leodered  tributary  to  their  empire, 
t  the  government  being  otherwife 
^  fetained  in  the  original  hands. 
This  Prince  had  been  for  many 
j'ears,  and  was  hill,  in  alliaace 
Vox,.  XX,  I777« 


both  with  the  company  and  Na¬ 
bob,  and  had  been  engaged  with 
them  in  the  joint  perils  and  for¬ 
tune  of  former  wars.  On  the 
fettlcment  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Ealt  Indies  at  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
it  was  thought  neceffary  to  put  an 
end  to  the  difpute  between  France 
and  England,  who  fupported  the 
interehs  of  different  pretenders  to 
power  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
p'rance  was  accordingly  obliged 
to  admit  Salabat  Jing  as  lawful 
Soubah  of  the  Decan  ;  and  Maho¬ 
med  Ali  Cawn,  as  lawful  Nabob 
of  the  Carnatici  The  Mogul,  w'ho 
was  much  at  the  diferetion  of  the 
Englilh,  readily  granted,  on  his 
part,  from  time  to  time,  fuch 
powers  as  were  neceffary  to  con¬ 
firm  thefe  arrangements.  To 
complete  this  fettlement,  accounts 
were  liquidated,  and  a  convention 
made  under  the  authority  and  gua¬ 
rantee  of  the  company  between 
their  own  allies.  Mahomed  Ali 
was  to  be  paid  the  arrears  of,  and 
to  receive  in  future,  the  tribute  due 
to  the  Mogul,  for  which  he  was 
to  be  accountable  to  their  common 
foperior,  and  to  have  a  confider- 
able  fum  for  himfelf.  The  King 
of  Tanjour  was  to  remain  in  all 
other  refpects  as  before  in  poffef- 
fion  of  his  dominions,  to  which 
his  right  was  fully  confirmed, 
Subfequent  to  this  agreement  ^ 
variety  of  tranfadlions  happened 
between  him  and  the  Nabob  ;  and 
new  accounts  w'ere  opened. — The 
King  of  Tanjour  alledging  that  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  for  his  ex- 
pences  in  certain  military  fervices 
rendered  to  the  Nabob ;  the  Na¬ 
bob  infifting  on  receiving  imme¬ 
diate  payment  of  the  fums  hipu- 
lated  under  the  late  convention 
without  any  abatement. 

[GJ  Thsfs 
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Thefe  difputes,  whether  carried 
on  upon  their  proper  bottom,  or 
railed  as  a  pretence  of  more  ferious 
quarrel,  continued  for  fome  time» 
The  Nabob,  however,  prevailed 
with  the  powers  at  Madrafs,  and 
with  the  royal  commiffioners  to  fall 
in  with  his  views,  without  any 
hearing  or  decifion  on  th^  merits  of 
the  controverfy  ;  and  a  war,  on 
pretence  of  a  delay  in  payment, 
broke  out. 

The  King  of  Tanjour  was  little 
able  to  withfland  the  united  force 
of  the  company  and  Nabob.  He, 
however,  defended  his  capital 
bravely  ;  but  being  fubdued  after  a 
{harp  fiege,  the  unhappy  Prince 
was  dripped,  without  rernorfe  or 
pity,  of  every  thing  but  life.  His 
kingdom  was  ieized  by  the  Nabob, 
his  treafurcs  applied  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  and  to  other 
prefent  purpofes,  whilil  his  fub- 
jefls,  who  were  among  the  mod 
indudricus  people  in  India,  expe¬ 
rienced  all  the  cruelty  and  rapacity 
©f  a  Mahomotan  conqueit  and  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  account  of  this  tranfadlion, 
with  all  the  circumdances  of  the 
conqiied,  fpoil,  and  ruin  of  a 
friend  and  ally,  in  fo  unexampled 
a  manner,  excited  the  greated  in¬ 
dignation  in  the  company  when  it 
arrived  in  England.  Nor  were 
they  without  apprehenfions  for  the 
fecurity  of  their  fettlements  on  the 
coad,  when  they  confidered  the 
boldnefs  of  defign,  promptnefs  of 
execution,  and  apparent  indifter- 
ence  as  to  their  liking  or  refent- 
inent,  which  didinguifhed  this  en- 
rerpri’ze.  That  vilible  afcendency 
<ever  the  counfels  and  adlions  of 
their  fervants,  of  which  the  Nabob 
bad  now  given  fo  dangerous  a 
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proof,  was  dill  more  alarming 
than  any  other  circumdance. 

Nor  was  his  condudl  in  other  re- 
fpedts,  both  then  and  after,  wholly 
without  fufpicions.  Among  other 
indances  which  did  not  carry  the 
mod  pleafing  appearance,  he  re¬ 
moved  his  elded  fon,  a  Prince  of 
a  moderate  temper,  from  all  power, 
and  from  the  command  of  his 
army,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands 
of  his  fecond  fon,  a  young  man 
who  is  reprefented  as  violent  in  his 
temper,  and  poficiTed  of  ability, 
with  a  drong  fpirit  of  enterprize. 

This  violent  depofition  of  the 
King  of  Tanjour  with  all  its  cir¬ 
cumdances,  was  fo  contrary  to  the 
policy  of  the  company  and  to  the 
fpirit  of  its  orders,  that  it  was  im¬ 
mediately  determined  to  redore 
him  to  his  dominions ;  but  the 
manner  of  carrying  this  defign  into 
execution  required  fome  confidera- 
tion.  It  was  not  to  be  committed 
into  the  hands  of  thefe  fervants, 
who  had  already  fet  their  feals  upon 
the  outrage  and  wrong  ;  and  who, 
if  other  motives  did  not  even  pre¬ 
vail,  could  fcarcely  now  retradt 
from  that  decided  part  which  they 
had  already  taken,  and  in  which 
it  was  thought  they  had  fo  vad  a 
pledge  of  intered.  The  company 
was  far  from  wifhing  to  fall  out 
with  the  Nabob,  if  it  could  be 
avoided  ;  nor  were  they  difpofed 
to  urge  matters  to  any  extremity 
v/itii  their  fervants  for  what  was 
pad.  The  redoration  was  deter¬ 
mined,  as  an  adl  equally  neceffary 
from  the  motives  of  judice,  public 
opinion,  and  good  policy ;  but 
they  widied  that  all  previous  mat¬ 
ters  relative  to  it  fhould  red  in 
oblivion,  without  farlher  cenftire' 
or  enquiry^ 
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It  was  therefore  neceffary  to  fend 
fbme  perfon  out  as  Governor  and 
Prefident  of  Madrafs,  who  fhould 
carry  full  powers  for  the  execution 
of  this  difficult  and  delicate  com- 
miffion  ;  and  it  was  equally  necef- 
fary,  that  the  perfon  fo  ^  fent, 
Ihould,  befides  the  moft  unincor- 
ruptible  integrity,  poflefs  a  degree 
of  weight  and  perfonal  conle- 
quence,  fufficient  to  imprefs  a  due 
fenfe  of  refpeilon  the  Nabob,  and 
to  awe  any  fadlions  that  prevailed 
among  their  own  fervants.  A  full 
knowledge  of  the  company’s  af¬ 
fairs  at  home  and  abroad,  with 
fuch  a  dock  of  refolution  and  judg¬ 
ment  as  would  be  fufficient  to  re- 
llore  energy  to  their  government 
on  the  coalt  of  Coromandel,  were 
matters  fo  effential  in  their  nature, 
that  no  deficiency  in  any  part  could 
be  difpenfed  with, 

It  could  fcarcely  be  imagined, 
that  the  late  Lord  Pigot  would  not 
be  looked  to,  as  anfwering  thefe 
ideas  more  fully  than  any  other 
perfon  that  could  be  thought  of, 
and  as  calculated  in  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  to  give  eifedt  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  company.  His 
brave  defence  of  Madrafs,  had 
given  the  firft  efFedlual  check  to  the 
views  of  the  trench  in  the  Eaft, 
and  the  firft  turn  to  fortune  in  our 
favour.  To  him  the  company 
were,  perhaps,  indebted  for  their 
now  holding  a  fingle  pofiefiion  in 
India;  and  to  him  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot  was  undoubtedly  indebted 
for  his  prefen t  exalted  fortune. 
H  is  civil  government  had  been  as 
celebrated  as  his  military  exploits; 
and  his  private  characler  had  pro¬ 
cured  him  a  very  extenfive  fiiare  of 
efteem.  It  was,  not  unreafonably, 
fuppofed,  that  the  appearance  of 
fwch  a  man;  upon  that  ground 
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which  had  been  the  fcene  of  his 
former  power  and  glory,  where 
his  name  and  adlions  were  ftill  frefti 
and  alive,  and  where  the  principal, 
and  moft  dangerous  party,  was 
little  more  than  the  creature  of  his 
own  makin?,  would  have  been  at- 
tended  with  dlftinguifned  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  that  he  might  have 
performed  thofe  adls  without  envy 
or  jealoufy,  which  would  have 
been  oppofed  or  refented  in  other 
hands. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Nabob 
with  great  forefight  and  art,  was 
providing  for  every  pofiible,  as 
well  as  expedled  confequence  of  the 
Tanjour  bufinefs.  The  long  in¬ 
terval  that  neceffarily  elapfcd  be¬ 
fore  the  arrival  of  Lord  Pigot  in 
his  government,  afforded  a  full 
fcope  for  the  exercife  of  his  ability- 
in  intrigue.  Although  the  pare 
which  they  had  already  taken, 
would  neceffarily  influence  the  Con- 
diidf  of  the  Englifh  preiidency,  in 
wifhing  or  endeavouring  to  iup- 
port  or  confirm  their  own  former 
atft,  he  thought  it,  however,  pru¬ 
dent  to  intereft  them  flill  more 
deeply,  in  the  meafure  of  fecuring 
to  him  in  perpetuity  the  poiTelfion. 
of  the  kingdom  of  Tanjour.  He, 
accordingly  borrowed  vaft  fums  of 
money  from  feveral  members  of  the 
council,  and  fome  others,  whofe 
weight  "and  influence  he  thought 
might  be  neceffary  towards  the 
completion  of  his  fcheme,  and,  is 
faid,  direftly  or  indiredly,  to  have 
mortgaged  the  revenues  of  Tanjour 
to  them,  as  a  fecuivity  both  for  the 
principal,  and  for  a  prodigious  in¬ 
tereft  ariflng  on  it,  which  amount¬ 
ed  annually  to  near  one  third  of 
the  original  debt.  To  provide 
againft  the  worft  that  might  hap¬ 
pen,  befides  the  pillage  pf,  the 
iG]  i  Raiah’^ 
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Rajah’s  trcafures  and  perfonal  ef- 
fedts,  and  the  feizure  of  his  reve¬ 
nues,  the  country  was  flripped  as 
bare  as  it  could  poffibly  admit, 
without  the  total  ruin  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  immediate  dellruc- 
tion  of  their  agriculture  and  com¬ 
merce. 

Lord  Pigot  arrived  in  his  go¬ 
vernment  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1775.  As  we  fhall  avoid 
entering  into  the  difputes  between 
him  and  the  majority  of  his  coun¬ 
cil,  any  farther  than  is  immedi¬ 
ately  necellary  for  condufting  our 
narrative,  much  lefs  fliall  we  en¬ 
quire  into  the  merits  of  thofe  quef- 
tions  which  were  fo  violently  agi¬ 
tated  between  them,  and  which 
produced  the  extraordinary  confe- 
quences  that  followed. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  notwithftanding  the  previous 
meafures  which  had  been  taken, 
and  the  violent  oppolition  he  ex¬ 
perienced,  Lord  Pigot  fucceeded 
ib  far  in  the  execution  of  his  com- 
miffion,  as  to  reftore  the  King  of 
Tanjour  tp  the  polTeflion  of  his 
ancient  and  hereditary  dominions,. 
This  meafure,  however,  feems  to 
have  procured  him  the  mortal  en¬ 
mity  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon, 
and  the  moft  determined  oppofition 
within  his  government.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  oppolition,  he 
was  thwarted  and  overruled  in 
every  meafure  by  the  majority  of 
the  council,  who  were  fupported 
and  llrengthened  by  the  dangerous 
power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces. 
The  difputes  grew  hotter  from  day 
to  day.  And  the  cabals  with  the 
Nabob  grew  clofer  and  clofer.  It 
was  of  the  greateil  moment  to  fend 
a  proper  officer  to  Tanjour.  The 
oppofition  part  of  the  council  firll 


agreed  with  the  Governor  on  the 
meafure,  and  the  delignation  of 
the  perfon.  They  foon  changed 
their  mind  about  the  latter.  They 
inlifted,  that  being  the  majority 
of  the  council,  they  had  a  right  to 
do  all  things,  notwithdanding  the 
diffent  of  the  Governor.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  Governor  was  a 
neceffary  part  in  every  legal  and 
orderly  aft  of  government.  Lord 
Pigot  finding  that  he  could  not 
bind  them  to  any  plan  ;  and  that, 
as  he  affirmed,  they  were  aftuated 
by  no  other  principle  than  that  of 
traverfing  all  hjs  endeavours  for 
carrying  the  orders  of  the  com¬ 
pany  into  execution,  he  took  a 
llrong  and  bold  meafure,  and 
having  put  the  queftion,  carried 
the  fufpenfion  of  tv*'o  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  by  his  own  calling  vote.  We 
call  it  a  llrong  meafure,  for  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  driftly  legal  is  not  yet 
determined.  By  his  fupreme  au¬ 
thority  in  the  fortrefs,  he  alfo,  for 
fimilar  difcbedience,  put  under  an 
arrell  Sir  Robert  Fletcher  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  forces. 

A  violent  outcry  was  imme¬ 
diately  raifed  by  the  fecluded  mem¬ 
bers  againft  this  aft,  as  tending  to 
giv^e  the  Governor  an  arbitrary 
power  by  the  annihilation  of  the 
council  appointed  to  affill  or  to  con- 
troul  him.  But  they  were  refolved 
not  to  rely  on  argument  or  debate; 
or  to  wait  the  decilion  of  the  com¬ 
pany  on  the  controverted  point. 
They  formed  with  great- fecrecy  a 
plot  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the 
Prefident,  and  for  effefting  a  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  fettlement  which 
fhould  put  the  power  entirely  into 
their  own  hands.  In  confequence 
of  the  arreft  laid  upon  Sir  Robert 
Fletcher,  Colonel  Stuart,  of  courfe, 
fucceeded  to  the  immediate  corn- 
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mand  of  the  forces.  Though  this 
gentleman  was  in  the  highell;  Hate 
of  intimacy  and  apparent  friend- 
fhip  with  the  Governor,  he  not- 
withllanding  entered  deeply  into 
the  views  of  the  fufpended  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  powerful  adherents, 
who  had  altogether  formed  the 
abovementioned  fcheme,  under  the 
inlfigation  and  direclion,  as  it  is 
faid,  of  the  Nabob  and  his  fon, 
for  violently  feizing  Lord  Pigot’s 
perfon,  and  dcpofing  him  with 
equal  violence  from  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  throwing  of  the  whole  Brl- 
tllh  military  weight  into  the  fame 
fcale  with  the  Nabob,  his  fon, 
army,  and  a  majority  of  the  civil 
power,  rendered  the  fate  of  the 
Governor  inevitable.  To  carry 
the  plot  into  execution,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  induce  him  to  go  out  of 
the  garrifon,  as  any  military  vio¬ 
lence  offered  to  his  perfon  within 
the  precindls  of  the  fortrefs,  would 
involve  the  adlors  in  the  fevere 
penalties  of  the  mutiny  laws.  The 
Colonel,  well  aware  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  with  a  degree  of  ad- 
drefs,  which,  however  it  may  do 
credit  to  his  ability  in  point  of 
ftratagem,  on  other  accounts,  can 
hardly  admit  of  praife,  or  even  of 
excufe,  inveigled  him  to  quit  that 
fituation,  which  could  alone  afford 
him  protedlion  and  fecurity.  Hav¬ 
ing  paiT;d  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
with  Lord  Pigot  on  the  moft  friend¬ 
ly  terms,  the  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather  afforded  an  opportunity  in 
the  evening,  for  perfuading  him  to 
go  for  the  night  to  a  villa,  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  ufe  of  the  Governors, 
w'hither,  as  an  inducement,  the 
Colonel  invited  himfelf  to  accom¬ 
pany  him.  In  the  way, 
*  they  were  furrounded, 
as  had  been  concerted, 


Aug.  24th 
1776. 


by  an  officer  and  party  of  feapoys, 
both  in  the  company’s  fervice, 
when  under  the  aufpices,  and  the 
immediate  hands,  of  his  late  com¬ 
panion  and  guert,  he  was  thruft 
out  of  his  chaife,  with  circum  fiances 
of  not  lefs  rudenefs  than  violence, 
and  carried  prifoner  to  a  place  call¬ 
ed  the  Mbunt,  where  he  was  placed 
under  a  llrong  military  guard,  and 
confined  in  the  firi^left  manner. 

In  this  fituation,  his  life  feema 
for  fome  time  to  have  been  in  fuch 
imminent  danger,  that  the  only 
objed  of  furprize  at  this  diftance 
is,  how  he  could  poffibly  have 
efcaped  it.  Public  orders  in  wri¬ 
ting,  figned  by  tjie  principal  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  confpiracy,  were  imme¬ 
diately  iffued  to  the  guard  at  the 
Mount,  by  which  inftant  death 
was  to  be  the  confequence  of  any' 
attempt  towards  a  refeue  of  his 
perfon.  The  Nabob’s  fon,  who 
was  not  expefted  to  be  capable  of 
hefitating  at  any  aft  ulual  in  fuch 
cafes  among  eaftern  politicians, 
had  a  powerful  army  fpread  all 
over  the  country  :  it  was  even  faid 
by  Lord  Pigot’s  friends,  that  he 
had  before  made  attempts  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  affaffinadon  ;  and  evidence 
has  been  given,  by  the  party  on 
whom  the  attempt  was  fuppofed  to 
be  made,  that  he  had  offered  great 
rewards  to  a  Britiflr  officer  in  his 
fervice  for  the  accomplifiiment  of 
that  purpofe. 

However  this  may  be,  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  aft  of  refolution,  and 
very  ftrong  exertion  of  great  natu¬ 
ral  fortitude  in  a  mod  trying  and 
perilous  fituation,  feems  too  evi¬ 
dently,  in  one  inftance,  to  have 
been  the  means  of  preferving  his 
life.  He  was  awaked  in  the  dead 
of  night,  by  the  arrival  of  an  officer 
w'ith  a  party  of  horfe,  who  brought 
a  peremptory  order  for  his  imme- 
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diate  removal  from  the  Mount, 
without  any  fpecification  how  he 
was  to  be  difpofed  of,  or  whither 
he  was  to  be  carried.  In  this 
dreadful  fituation.  Lord  Pigot  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  quit  the  place, 
in  that  time  and  manner.  He  told 
them,  with  an  undaunted  voice  and 
countenance,  that  they  might  mur¬ 
der  him,  or  tear  him  to  pieces,  if 
they  chofe  it ;  thefe  were  adfs 
which  he  could  not  prevent ;  but 
they  muft  be  done  upon  the  fpot ; 
for  he  declared,  with  the  utmoft 
vehemence,  that  they  diould  not 
take  him  alive  from  the  place. 
He  then  appealed  to  the  feelings  of 
the  foldiers ;  reminded  them  of  his 
rank,  of  his  former  a£ts,  and  his 
prefent  condition  ;  and  called  upon 
them,  whether  as  men,  as  foldiers, 
as  Britons,  or  as  Chriilians,  they 
could  bear  to  fee  him  dragged  away 
to  be  murdered,  in  fo  bafe,  fo 
cowardly,  and  fo  inhuman  a  man¬ 
ner.  It  is  faid,  that  the  counte¬ 
nance,  and  appearances  of  fympa- 
thy  fhewn  by  the  foldiers,  prevent¬ 
ed  the  further  profecution  of  this 
deiign. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confpira- 
tors  and  their  friends  had  pofTeffed 
themfeives,  under  a  courfe  of  legal 
forms,  of  all  the  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment.  They  declared,  that 
the  Governor  had  by  a  breach  of 
fome  bye  laws,  and  by  fome  fai¬ 
lures  in  not  exadlly  complying  with 
all  the  claufes  of  the  regulating 
aft,  forfeited  all  legal  right  and 
authority  to  aft  in  his  ftation  ;  and 
they  accordingly  appointed  their 
principal  leader  to  be  his  fucceffor 
in  the  government.  Nothwith- 
|landing  their  former  complaints  of 
Lord  Pigot,  for  fufpendlng  cer¬ 
tain  members  of  the  council,  they 
|)roceed€d  to  copy  the  aft,  which 


they  had  alligned  as  a  reafbn  fof 
his  being  violently  deprived  of  hi# 
government,  and  removed  his 
friends  from  the  council.  Both 
parties  fent  confidential  perfons  as 
exprelTes  to  England,  the  one  to 
arraign,  and  the  other  to  fupport 
and  jultify  the  late  proceedings. 

Nor  was  the  Nabob  idle,  unpre¬ 
pared,  or  liable  to  furprize.  He 
had  already  provided,  with  his 
ufual  forefight,  for  thofe  contin¬ 
gencies,  which  various  combina¬ 
tions  of  time,  circumllance,  and 
fituation  might  produce,  tie  early 
faw,  that  his  conqueft  of  Tanjour, 
and  his  afcendancy  at  Madrafs, 
could  be  produftive  of  no  lading 
advantages,  unlefs  he  could  efta- 
bliih  fuch  a  powerful  intereft  in 
England,  as  would  damp  upon 
them  a  permanency  and  real  value. 
His  mind  was  comprehenfive 
enough  to  form  the  idea,  or  facile 
enough  to  receive  the  impredioii 
from  others,  of  turning  the  tables, 
for  once,  upon  Europe,  and  of  in¬ 
troducing  for  the  fird  time,  eadern 
intrigues,  into  the  counfels  and  po¬ 
liticks  of  the  wedern  world.  The 
example  of  public  agency  and  ne- 
gociation  had  already  been  fet  on 
the  one  fide,  and  there  feemed  no 
reafon  why  it  dioald  not  be  adopted 
on  the  other,  whenever  particular 
circumdances  rendered  it  neceffary. 
He  had  accordingly,  fome  confi- 
derable  time  before,  appointed  an 
agent  or  minider  to  manage  and 
conduft  his  affairs  in  England  5 
with  the  artful  and  politic  caution, 
of  not  making  a  public  difplay  or 
avowal  of  his  powers,  until  fuch 
circumdances  fhould  occur,  as  ren¬ 
dered  it  neceffary  to  bring  them 
intoaftion.  This  agent  was  likely 
to  have  the  more  weight,  as  being 
a  fubjeft  of  Great-Britain,  and 
'  (employed 
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^‘mployed  alfo  on  buflnefs  of  im¬ 
portance,  on  the  part  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor-General  of  Bengal. 

It  cannot  but  appear  extraorci- 
nary  at  this  diftance,  to  whoever 
confiders  the  nature  and  violence  of 
the  revolution  at  Madrais,  which 
in  all  royal  governments  could  ha\  e 
been  conftiued  into  nothing  lefs 
than  treafon  and  rebellion,  that  it 
Ihould  notwithflanding  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  fanaion  and  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Governor  and  council 
of  Bengal.  Such,  hovvever,  is  the 
faa  ;  and  this  circumftance  has  af¬ 
forded  a  colourable  ground  of  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  friends  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  at  Madrafs,  in  the  defence 
or  exculpation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  prevailing  faftion.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Mayor  and  his 
■  court  at  the  latter  place,  together 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  Britifli 
inhabitants,  including  even  thofe 
who  exercifed  various  offices  in  the 
feveral  departments  of  government 

or  jufticc,  declared  loudly  and 
openly  againft  the  violence  and  in¬ 
jury  offered  to  their  governor,  and 
with  a  fpirit  and  refolution,  which 
muft  ever  refieft  honour,  vvhen 
founded  upon  principle,  afcribed 
without  referve,  their  obedience  to, 
or  ading  under,  the  prefent  fyilern 
of  power,  merely  to  their  defire  of 
preferving  order  and  peace  in  the 
fettlernent,  and  not  by  any  means 
as  admitting  or  acknowledging  its 
juflice  or  legality. 

The  account  of  this  revolution, 
excited  great  furprize  and  indig¬ 
nation  in  the  company  in  general. 
Whilft  almolf  all  perfons,  whether 
included  in  that  body  or  not,  felt 
the  utmoft  commiferation  for  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  Lord  Pigot, 
whofe  fate  people  in  general  weie 
apt  to  confider  as  fixed  and  irrevo- 
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cable.  The  friends  of  the  prefi- 
ding  faftion  at  Madrafs,  and  of 
the  Nabob,  were,  how'cver,  nu¬ 
merous  and  adiive.  What  appeared 
to  many  more  furpriv.iug,  the 
weight  of  government  leaned  19 
that  fide. 

In  the  court  of  dlredlors,  the 
numbers  were  in  the  beginning 
pretty  equal  on  each  fide.  It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  few  went  fo 
far  as  entirely  to  juilify  the  late 
tranfadlions  in  all  their  parts  ;  but 
thofe  who  fupported  that  fide  of 
the  queflion,  as  they  condemned  in 
the  flrongefl  terms  Lord  Pigot  s 
condudt,  which  they  charged  with 
violence  and  irregularity  in  many 
inilanccs,  but  particularly  in  the 
fufpenfion  of  two  members  of  the 
council,  and  the  arreft  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  contended  from 
thence,  that  the  fubfequent  mea- ‘ 
fures  adopted  by  the  majority  of 
the  council,  became  in  part,  if  not 
in  the  whole,  indlfpenfably  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
fettlernent.  That  by  his  ill  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  Nabob,  he  had  greatly 
endangered  the  company  s  affairs 
on  the*'coaff.  That  ail  matters  of 
form,  and  lefier  confiderations, 
muft  way  to  the  common 

fafety,  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger. 
That  the  reftoration  of  the  King 
of  Tanjour,  was  in  itfelf  an  im¬ 
prudent  and  unwife  meafure.^  That 
if  it  had  been  even  otherwife,  at 
the  time  of  the  determination  in 
England,  the  diftance  of  time  and 
place,  and  the  changes  which  af¬ 
fairs  necelTaiily  underwent  in  the 
interval,  rendered  the  majority  of 
the  council  at  Madrafs  much  better 
judges  of  the  propriety  or  impro¬ 
priety  of  carrying  the  meafure  into 
execution,  than  the  company  at 
home  could  poffibly  be-  fuppofed. 
[G]  4  They 
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They  concluded,  by  defcending  to 
throw  the  fouled  aiperfions  on  Lord 
Pigot’s  charafter,  and  by  attribut¬ 
ing  his  condudf,  relative  to  the 
Rajah,  to  thofe  unworthy  motives, 
which,  though  not  in  the  lead 
iupported,  as  again d  him,  it  mud 
be  con feffed,  have  had  upon  many 
occafions,  too  great  an  influence 
upon  public  tranfadlions  in  India. 
But  it  was  obvious,  that  the  con- 
dud  of  his  adverfaries  might  at 
lead  as  naturally  be  attributed  to 
the  fame  caufe  ;  efpecially  as  Lord 
Pigot  had  aded  in  obedience  to 
bis  dired  orders. 

On  the  other  fide,  they  infided 
upon,  the  judice,  the  policy,  and 
the  wifdom,  of  the  redoration  of 
the  King  of  Tanjour.  It  was  the 
deliberate,  and  in  a  greater  degree 
than  ufual,  unanimous  ad  of  the 
company.  The  refolution  for  that 
meafure  had  been  carried  by  the 
votes  of  feventeen  diredors ;  it  was 
confirmed  and  ratified  by  the  com¬ 
pany  at  large.  There  would  be  at 
once  an  end  to  their  jurifdidion, 
authority,  and  government,  if 
tlreir  fervants  were  admitted  to 
examine  the  propriety  of  their 
public  ads,  to  rejed  or  obey  them 
as  they  thought  proper  ;  and  to 
degrade,  confine,  or  alTaiTinate, 
thofe  perfons  whom  they  appointee! 
to  fuperintend,  controul,  and  cor- 
xecl,  the  condud  of  thefe  very  fer¬ 
vants,  and  to  whom  they  had  en- 
trufled  the  execution  of  public 
meafures  of  the  greateJl  import¬ 
ance.  This  condu£l  was  rendered 
ftiil  more  alarming,  though  not 
more  atrocious,  by  the  late  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  dangerous  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  military  in  the  civil 
government.  It  feemed  as  if  their 
;roops  had  laid  the  condud  of  the 
I 
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pretorian  bands  before  them  as  a 
model,  and  intended  to  create  or 
deitroy  governors  or  commanders, 
as  the  others  had  done  emperors^ 
Perhaps,  faid  they,  their  next  ex¬ 
ploit  may  be,  the  fetting  up  of  the 
prefidency  of  Madrafs  to  the  highefi: 
bidder.  Indeed,  it  could  afford  no 
extraordinary  degree  of  furprize 
now,  if  it  fliould  be  difeovered, 
that  all  the  fettlernerits  on  that 
coafl  were  put  up  to  fale. 

They  faid,  that  the  company 
had  no  danger  to  apprehend  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  but  what 
arofe  from  the  overgrown  power 
and  wealth  of  the  Nabob,  and 
from  the  afcendancy  which,  by 
unfair  and  unworthy  means,  he 
had  obtained  over  the  condudl  of 
their  fervants.  The  caufes  and 
effedls  on  both  hdes  played  into 
each  other.  He  had  obtained  un¬ 
due  power  and  wealth  through  the 
fault  of  their  fervants,  and  that 
power  and  wealth  enabled  him  tq 
confirm  and  enlarge  the  fylkm  of 
corruption  which  he  had  already 
too  fuccefsfuliy  ellablifhed.  They 
infilled,  that  it  was  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  the  company,  to  afford 
every  poffible  proteclion  and  en¬ 
couragement,  to  the  honed,  harm- 
lefs,  and  induftrious  race  of  Gen- 
toQs,  and  to  fupport,  at  every  rifque 
and  expence,  their  mild  and  inof- 
fenfive  governments,  againfl  the 
tyranny,  rapacity,  and  cruelty,  of 
the  lazy,  infolent,  and  treacherous 
Mahometans.  It  was  to  the  unre¬ 
mitting  indudry  of  the  former,  that 
we  owed  all  the  advantages  which 
we  derived  from  India.  The  Mo¬ 
guls,  were  in  reality  only  to  be 
confidered  as  lavvlefs  bands  of 
plundering  Tartars,  who  had  for 
feverai  ages  ravaged  the  fined 

CQuu  tries,. 
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COnntrles,  and  rioted  in  the  fpoils 
of  the  moft  induftrious  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  King  of  Tanjour,  they  faid, 

I  was  an  ufeful  and  faithful  ally. 
His  prefervation  was  entwined 
with  our  own  fecurity,  as  he  was 
the  only  check  which  the  country 
afforded,  upon  the  rifing  power 
and  daring  ambition  of  the  Nabob. 
Our  fidelity,  jukice,  and  kindnefs 
to  him,  would  have  gained  the 
confidence  and  affedlions  of  all  the 
natural  princes  of  the  country  ;  and 
we  fhould  thereby  have  eftabliflied 
on  the  fpot,  and  independent  of 
any  exertion  on  our  fide,  a  counter- 
poife  to  the  relUefs  ambition,  and 
infatiate  rapacity  of  the  Moguls. 
But  by  the  injufticc,  of  not  only 
betraying  our  ally  into  the  hands 
of  h  is  enemy,  but  becoming  prin- 
,  cipal  adtors  in  his  dellrudiion,  and 
iharers  in  his  fpoil,  we  have  totally 
changed  the  profpedl  ;  and  inftead 
of  friendfhip,  a  general  confede¬ 
racy  of  the  Marattoes,  and  other 
warlike  Gentoo  tribes  againk  us, 
is  what  we  have  every  reafon  to 
exped  ;  nor  would  it  be  a  matter 
of  wonder,  if,  forgetting  for  the 
time  all  other  refentments,  they 
fhould  one  day,  even,  join  the 
Nabob,  to  punilh  our  injuflice  and 
perfidy.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
they  faid,  the  only  right  and  wife 
policy  for  the  company  to  purfue, 
was  to  ad  juftly  ;  to  fhew  the 
world  that  her  faith  and  integrity 
were  inviolate  ;  and  to  convince 
the  eaflern  nations,  by  her  condud 
to  the  King  of  I'anjoiir,  that  how¬ 
ever  venality  and  corruption  might 
hav^e  laid  hold  on  fome  of  her  fer- 
vants,  fhe  was  in  herfelf  pure,  and 
incapable  of  receiving  any  taint  of 
(hat  nature^ 


Thefe  tranfadions  having  been 
laid  before  the  pro-  ,,  i  z- 
prietors  at  their  quar- 
terly  general  court,  ^/77* 
a  refolution  was  agreed  upon,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  on  a  ballot, 
by  a  majority  of  3 82,  to  140  pro¬ 
prietors,  recommending  to  the 
court  of  diredors,  to  take  the 
moit  effedual  meafures,  for  re- 
koring  Lord  Pigot  to  the  full 
exercife  of  the  powers  veiled  in 
him  by  the  company,  as  Governor 
and  Prefident  of  the  fettlement  of 
Madrafs ;  and  for  enquiring  into 
the  condud  of  the  principal  adors 
in  his  imprifonment,  and  in  dif- 
pokefling  him  of  the  exercife  of  the 
legal  powers  wherewith  he  was 
inveked. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolu¬ 
tion,  feveral  others  were  . 
foon  alter  paked  in  the 
court  of  diredors,  by  which  Lord 
Pigot  was  rekored  to  the  full 


exercife  of  the  office  and  powers 
from  which  he  had  been  degraded  ; 
his  four  friends,  who  had  been 
ejeded  from  the  conincil,  were 
reinkated  ;  a  refolution  was  pafTed, 
that  feven  members  of  the  council, 
including  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  forces,  had  violently  fub- 
verted  the  government  by  a  mili¬ 
tary  force  ;  thefe  feven  members 
were  accordingly  fufpended  from 
the  Company’s  fervice,  and  cut  off 
from  any  other  means  of  rekora- 
tion,  than  the  immediate  ad  of  the 
diredors,  A  new  council  was 
appointed,  in  which  Mr.  Rumbold, 
who  was  to  fucceed  Lord  Pigot, 
was  to  hold  the  fecond  place,  du¬ 
ring  the  reihainder  of  his  admi- 
nikration,  and  a  new  commander 
of  the  forces,  the  third  place. 
1  he  four  ejeded  and  rekored 

dembers 


1 


■isS]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


members  of  the  former  council, 
were  admitted  to  feats  in  the 
prefent.  The  court  of  direflors 
alfo  paffed  a  vote  of  cenfure  upon 
Lord  Pigot’s  conduft,  which  they 
declared,  appeared  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  to  be  reprehenfible. 

Notwithftanding  the  cenfure  up¬ 
on  Lord  Pigot  in  thefe  refolutions, 
and  that  they  were  only  carried  by 
a  calling  vote  in  the  Court  of 
Lireftors,  the  friends  of  that  no¬ 
bleman,  as  well  as  the  oppugners 
in  general,  of  the  prefiding  party, 
and  late  proceedings  in  Madrafs, 
were  now  fatished,  that  they  had 
gained  a  decilive,  if  not  compleat 
vidlory.  The  vaft  majority  of 
proprietors  which  had  appeared  on 
their  lide  in  the  late  ballot,  notwith- 
flanding  the  apparent  efforts  of 
adminidration,  in  conjunflion  with 
the  parties  who  were  immediately 
concerned  againft  them,  feemed, 
not  only  to  afford  a  moral  cer¬ 
tainty,  that  the  prefent  refolutions 
would  be  carried  into  effe6l,  but 
a  reafonable  degree  of  probability, 
that  the  bufinefs  vvouid  no  longer 
be  controverted. 

They,  ho\vever,  found  them- 
felves  midaken.  All  poffible  im¬ 
pediments  were  thrown  in  the  way, 
to  retard,  clog,  or  embarrafs  the 
bufinefs  in  the  Court  of  Diredcrs. 
The  indruttions  which  were  in¬ 
tended  to  accompany  the  refolu¬ 
tions  to  India,  were  fo  operofe, 
perplexed,  and  voluminous,  and 
afforded  fo  much  room  for  alter¬ 
cation  and  difeudion,  that  the  main 
fubjedl  feemed  in  fome  degree  to 
be  lod  or  forgotten,  during  the 
toil  and  vexation  of  clearing  the 
Tubbilh  in  which  it  was  invoivedi 
Nor  were  the  oppofite  parties  idle. 
The  friends  of  the  Nabob,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  ruling  party  at 


Madrafs,  made  profelytes  to  their 
opinion  ;  and  were  preparing  to 
{hew,  that  they  had  not  yet  ex- 
hauded  all  their  refources. 

In  this  courfe  of  things,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  profeffed  to  tread  only 
upon  amicable  ground,  with  the 
laudable  intention  of  pleafing  all 
parties,  and  reconciling  all  diffe¬ 
rences,  moved  three  refolutions, 
which  he  feemed  to  think  would 
fully  anfwer  thefe  defirable  pur- 
pofes.  By  the  fird  of  thefe,  after 
reprobating  the  treatment  which 
Lord  Pigot  had  met  with,  and 
affording  him  the  mockery  of  a 
temporary  redoration  to  his  go¬ 
vernment,  without  any  power  of 
acting  in  it,  he  was  ordered  im¬ 
mediately  home,  for  an  enquiry 
into  his  condudl.  By  the  fecond, 
his  friends  in  the  council  were 
ordered  home.  And  by  the  third, 
the  whole  body  of  his  enemies 
were  likewife  recalled. 

Although  thefe  propofitions  were 
at  fird  laughed  at,  and  treated  as 
too  incongruous  and  abfurd,  to 
merit  ferious  argument  or  refuta¬ 
tion,  it  was  foon  found  that  they 
were  powerfully  fupported,  and 
intended  ferioully  to  difarm,  or 
render  nugatory,  the  former  refo¬ 
lutions.  Some  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  direction,  and  a  new 
prefident  was  placed  at  its  head, 
in  confequence  of  the  late  election 
at  the  India  Houfe.  All  the 
queffions  preparatory  to  the  main 
propofitions,  were  carried  in  dif¬ 
ferent  courts  by  confiderable  ma¬ 
jorities.  At  length,  adminiilra- 
tion  having,  as  it  is  faid,  exerted 
all  its  weight  and  influence,  in 
bringing  up  the  fervants  and  de¬ 
pendants  of  government  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  to  fupport 
the  grand  queftion  in  favour  of 
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Ac  tliree  refolutions,  it  was  car¬ 
ried  upon  a  ballot  by  a 
9*  majority  of  97,  the  num¬ 
bers  being  414,  to  317,  who  op- 
pofed  the  recall  of  Lord  Pigot. 
The  lookers  on  Hood  artonifhed  at 
this  ftrange  revolution  in  the  opi¬ 
nions  and  order  of  the  Company. 

This  decifion  in  the  IndiaHoufe, 

I  induced  a  gentleman,  who  has  long 
I  been  diftinguiflied  lor  nis  great 
knowledge  of  the  alhairs  of  the 
Company,  and  the  very  active, 
though  generally  unfuccefsful  part, 
which  he  has  for  fever al  years 
taken  in  its  public  tranfadlions,  to 
bring  the  bufinefs  before  a  higher 
tribunal.  Governor  Johnftone, 
moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
for  feveral  refolutions,  upon 
which,  if  carried,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  found  a  bill  for  the  better 
fecuring  our  fettlements  in  the 
Eaft  Indies.  The  refolutions  went 
to  a  ftrong  approbation  of  Lord 
Pigot’s  condudl  as  governor  ;  to  a 
confirmation  of  thofe  late  acts  of 
the  Company,  which  had  been 
€ither  palfed  in  his  favour,  or  in 
condemnation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  fadlion  at  Madrafs  ;  and  to 
annul  the  refolution  for  his  recall. 

This  bufinefs  was  warmly  taken 
up  by  the  oppofition,  and  the  more 
vigoroufiy  fupported,  that  fuch  of 
the  feceding  gentlemen,  as  Hill 
I  continued  in  town,  had  of  late  at- 
]  tended  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe, 
j  and  were  now  prefent.  On  the 
}  other  hand,  the  framer  of  the  refo¬ 
lutions  in  quefiion,  with  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  India  Company,  and 
others  of  thofe  who  had  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fnare  in  their  fupporr  and 
determination,  were  alfo  prefent; 
fo  that  the  Houfe  feemed  to  be 
in  the  fullell:  pofiible  pofisllion 
©f  the  fubje^l.  The  motion  was 
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llrongly  oppofed  by  the  friends  of 
adminiftration,  though  mofi:  of  the 
principals  were  upon  this  occafion 
abfent.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
mofi:  celebrated  fpeakers  of  the 
oppofition  were?  on  this  day  parti¬ 
cularly  diftinguiflied  ;  and  one 
gentleman  excited  fuch  fudden  and 
extraordinary  burfts  of  approba¬ 
tion,  as  were  not  warranted  by  the 
ufual  practice  of  that  Houfe. 

It  was  infifted,  in  oppofition  to 
the  motion,  that  Lord  Pigot  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  late 
regulating  aft  ;  that  his  conduft 
was  reprchenfible  in  other  refpefts; 
that  the  feizure,  and  confinement 
of  that  nobleman,  and  the  total 
fubverfion  of  all  legal  government 
by. the  majority  of  the  council, 
were  alfo  matters  highly  reprehen- 
fible,  and  deferving  of  the  utmoft 
cenfure  ;  that  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  when  charges  were  made, 
and  faults  muft  be  acknowledged 
on  all  fides,  nothing  could  be 
more  right  and  equitable,  than 
bring  all  the  parries  to  England, 
where  only,  a  juft  and  impartial 
enquiry  into  their  conduft  could 
take  place.  That  by  reinftating 
Lord  Pigot  in  his  government,  the 
authority  of  the  Company,  and 
the  dignity  of  government,  would 
be  fully  eftablifhed  and  fupported  ; 
but  that  as  he  had  already  abufed 
the  truft  repofed  in  him,  and  been 
guilty  of  manifeft  violations  of  the 
conftitution  of  the  Company,  his 
immediate  removal  was  equally  juft 
and  neceftary.  That  befides,  it 
would  be  highly  cruel,  as  well  as 
impolitic,  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of 
feud  and  animofity  between  the 
contending  parties,  to  place  Lord 
Pigot  in  a  fituation,  which  would 
throw  thofe,  whom  he  confidered 
as  his  mortal  enemies,  naked  and 

defcnceleft 
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defencelefs  into  his  hands,  and  to 
lie  entirely  at  his  mercy.  That 
however  great  and  excellent  his 
charader  might  be,  fuppoling  it 
even  all  that  had  been  reprefented 
on  the  other  fide,  that  was  a  trial 
too  great  for  humanity ;  it  was 
a  fituation  in  which  no  wife  man 
would  wifh  himfelf  involved. 

They  faid,  that  the  wit  which 
had  been  difplayed  in  turning  the 
late  refolutions  and  the  condudb  of 
the  Company,  into  ridicule,  was 
as  ill  placed,  and  as  improperly 
applied,  as  the  theatrical  applaufe 
which  it  produced  was  irregular 
and  indecent.  That  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Madrafs  having  fallen 
into  violent  and  inveterate  faclions, 
no  good  could  pofiibly  be  expelled 
from  them  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
every  fpecies  of  evil,  which  neg¬ 
ligence,  the  blindnefs  of  pailion, 
or  the  inveteracy  of  delign  were 
capable  of  producing,  mull  be  the 
inevitable  corTequences  to  the 
Company’s  affairs  of  fuch  a  govern¬ 
ment.  That  in  thefe  circumflance!, 
the  recalling  of  all  the  parties, 
inflead  of  being  treated  as  an  objedl 
of  ridicule,  fliould  be  confidered  as 
an  a6l  of  the  higheft  wifdom  ; 
and  indeed  the  only  prudent  means 
now  left  of  refioring  order  to  the 
fettlenrient.  That  with  all  thefe 
motives,  Lord  Pigot’s  affi dance 
here,  and  even  his  evidence,  would 
be  neceffary  towards  the  enquiry 
which  mud  indifpenfably  be  made 
into  the  late  tranfadions ;  and  if 
it  was  found  that  he  was  injured, 
this  country  was  always  pofieifed 
of  fufiicient  means,  and  never 
wanted  the  inclination,  to  afford 
equivalent  for  lofs,  or  recompence 
for  fervice.  They  concluded,  by 
treating  the  dangerous  power  and 
influence  auribuied  to  the  Nabob, 
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as  entirely  chimerical ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  deferibing  him  as  a  poor 
dependant  prince,  equally  inca¬ 
pable  of  acquiring  influence  in 
Madrafs  and  in  England  ;  he  had 
neither  power  nor  wealth,  to  in¬ 
fluence  or  to  bribe  ;  and  all  that 
had  been  reprefented  of  his  arts 
and  intrigues,  of  the  efieds  pro¬ 
duced  by  his  agents  or  ambaffadors, 
whether  here  or  in  India,  were 
faid  to  be  equally  unfounded,  and 
to  rife  only  from  the  ideal  con- 
jedures,  or  the  malicious  fug- 
geftions,  of  ill-informed,  or  ilL 
defigning  men. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  charges 
againfl:  Lord  Pigot  were  contro¬ 
verted,  and  his  condud  juftified. 
The  difputed  refolutions  were  turn¬ 
ed  to  every  poffible  point  of  ri¬ 
dicule,  and  treated  as  the  mofl: 
heterogeneous  incoherent  jumble  of 
abfurdity,  that  a  confufed  imagi¬ 
nation,  and  troubled  brain,  had 
ever  generated.  They  infilled, 
that  the  Nabob,  through  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  his  agency,  had  obtained 
a  mofl  dangerous  and  corrupt  in¬ 
fluence  here,  as  well  as  in  Madrafs, 
That  government  had  been  brought 
over  to  erpoufe  the  iniquitous  caufe 
of  the  fadion  there,  and  to  enter 
deeply  into  the  views  of  that  am¬ 
bitious  prince.  By  this  means  a 
fadion  had  been  raifed  amongr  the 

,  ^  O 

propiietors,  who  were  influenced 
from  motives  of  immediate  conve¬ 
nience,  to  endanger  their  own  in- 
terefls  in  the  Company  ;  thus  was 
the  honour  of  a  tried  and  able 
fervant,  and  the  rights  of  a  faithful 
ally,  to  be  facriiiced,  to  the  meaneft, 
bafeft,  and  mofl  ignoble  objeds. 
For  this,  they  faid,  it  was,  that 
the  reraotefl  dock  yards  were  flript 
of  their  inhabitants,  and  the  alarm 
bell  was  rung,  to  call  the  friends 
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of  government  from  every  part  of 
Kngland  together,  in  order  to  carry 
a  queltion  in  the  India  Houfe  ; 
and  for  this  purpofe,  were  noble 
Lords,  and  others,  high  in  office, 
feen  at  the  head  of  their  refpedive 
trains  of  dependents,  whom  they 
led  ^  to  vote  in  Leadenhall-ftrcet. 
If  it  be  alked,  what  great  na¬ 
tional  object  was  in  view  to  occa- 
fion  this  extraordinary  exertion  of 
government,  it  may  well  aflonifh 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with 
fuch  tranfadions  to  be  informed, 
that  the  only  oftenfible  motive  was 
to  carry  a  foolilh,  but  unjuft  and 
dangerous  refolution,  whereby  Lord 
Pigot,  who  had  at  the  price  of  the 
lofs  of  his  government,  and  at  the 
I  utmoft  hazard  of  his  life,  fulfilled 
:  the  inftrudions  and  deftgns  of  the 
Company,  was  to  be  for  a  moment 
reilored,  immediately  after  moft 
i  ridiculoafly  degraded,  and  then 
brought  home  under  one  common 
charge  of  delinquency  with  thofe 
,  perfons,  who  had  not  only  rejecled 
I  the  authority  of  the  Company,  but 
I  had  totally  fubverted  the  legal  and 
!  eftabiiihed  government,  in  one  of 
-  its  principal  fettlements.  How 
i  would  their  aftoniftiment  increafe 
I  if  they  difeovered,  that  a  Tartar 
j  prince  on  the  coaftof  Coromandel, 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  corrupt 
fadlion  of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s 
j  fervants,  was  the  author,  guide, 
i  and  diredor,  of  thefe  extraordinary 
movements  in  England  ? 

They  reprobated  in  ftrong  terms, 
and  feverely  charged  w'itli  mifehief 
and  ruin  to  the  Company,  the 
meafure  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  crown,  of  fending  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries,  to  negotiate  and  enter 
into  treaties,  without  its  concert, 
and  in  violation  of  its  authority, 
>vith  the  country  powers  in  India, 


They  infifted,  that  the  interference 
of  adminiftration  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet  and  in  India,  had  hitherto 
been  equally  ruinous,  and  would 
at  length  prove  equally  fatal,  to 
that  body.  What  they  found  them- 
felves  unable  to  do  in  Leadenhall- 
ftrect,  they  compleated  eftedually 
on  the  fpot.  The  directors  were 
rendered  cyphers  at  home,  when¬ 
ever  they  thought  proper,  or  found 
it  neceliary,  to  differ  in  a6l  or 
opinion  with  adminiftration  ;  or 
their  orders  were  defeated  in  India, 
whenever  they  carried  any  points 
here,  which  were  contrary  to  the 
views  of  the  King’s  fervants, 
I  bus  was  the  authority  of  the 
Company  defpifed  and  contemned 
by  its  own  fervants  j  feparate  in- 
terefts  were  formed,  and  fadions 
eftabliftied,  in  ail  its  departments  ; 
3^nd  thus  it  loft  all  its  former  in¬ 
fluence,  weight,  and  refped,  with 
the  different  powers  of  L>idia. 

It  was  laid  to  be  a  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  pofuion,  that  the  pre- 
fidency  of  Madrafs  fhould  of  nc- 
ceffity  be  recalled,  becaufe  fome 
failions  had  broken  out  in  that 
body.  If  this  dodlrine  was  laid 
down  as  a  general  rule  of  pradlice, 
which  the  prefent  arguments  went 
to,  all  governors  and  their  councils, 
with  ail  bodies  of  men  appointed 
to  the  adminiftration  of  govern¬ 
ment  or  jullice,  in  our  fettlements 
or  colonies  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  muft  be  in  a  continual  flat© 
of  recall  or  annihilation.  The  ap¬ 
pearance  or  pretence  of  fadfion 
could  never  be  wanting.  This 
would,  however,  be  a  moft  com¬ 
fortable  dodlrine  to  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  and  tend  effcntiaily  to  the 
eftabliftiment  of  that  power  and 
independence,  to  which  he  was 
making  fuch  hafty  advances.  If 

any 
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any  future  governor  Hiould  venture 
to  oppofe  or  controvert  any  of  hi* 
defigns,  he  was  at  no  lofs  in  know¬ 
ing  how  to  bribe  a  majority  of  his 
council ;  his  treafures  would  always 
procure  fadlions,  and  thofe  fa6lions 
the  immediate  recall,  of  any  perfon 
who  was  weak  and  hare^y  enough 
to  undertake  fuch  a  government, 
with  the  fmalleft  intention  of 
honeilly  difcharging  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

The  arguments  brought  for  not 
reftoring  Lord  Pigot  from  an  ap- 
preheniion  of  his  revenge,  were 
iaid  to  be  of  the  fame  complexion, 
A  governor  was  to  be  illegally, 
cruelly,  and  without  any  adequate 
caufe,  depofed,  imprifoned,  his 
life  threatened,  and  highly  en¬ 
dangered,  by  a  bribed  corrupted 
council,  and  he  was  not  to  be  re- 
llored,  iell  he  fhould  not  then  ufe 
his  power  with  moderation.  Was 
ever  a  more  ridiculous  fyhem 
broached  ?  The  principle  of  doing 
mifchief  is  to  be  maintained,  and 
its  confequences  endured,  left  by 
difarming  the  authors,  and  re- 
lloring  authority  to  its  rightful 
poftelTors,  they  might  chance  to 
exert  it  too  rigidly  on  the  de¬ 
linquents. 

They  obferved  with  great  acri¬ 
mony,  that  moft  of  the  minifters, 
with  the  law  officers  of  the  crown, 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  fiiameful 
nature  of  this  buftnefs,  that  they 
did  not  chufe  to  appear  in  it,  to 
which  only  they  attributed  their 
abfence  ;  and  they  exprefted  with 
equal  afperity  their  apprehenfton, 
that  thofe  abfent  fervants  of  the 
crown  had  a  full  perfuafion,  that 
a  fufficient  number,  who  were  not 
troubled  with  thofe  fcruples,  would 
atteind  to  do  it  for  them.  Upon 
whold'  they  concluded,'  that  si 


adminiftration  had  taken  fo  opeit 
and  decided  a  part  in  this  bufinefsj, 
and  by  the  energy  and  over-ruling 
influence  of  the  crown,  had  feduced 
a  /majority  in  the  Company*  not 
only  to  adl  contrary  to  their  own 
interefts,  and  to  every  principle  of 
juftice,  honour  and  equity,  but 
direflly  to  overturn  and  undo  the 
Company’s  own  afts  at  heme,  and 
all  that  had  been  done,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  iuftrudiions,  by  its 
fervants  abroad,  the  intervention 
©f  parliament^  in  order  to  refeue 
that  body,  from  the  ruinous  con¬ 
fequences  of  the  undue  influence 
under  which  it  laboured,  became 
not  only  right  and  proper,  but  in- 
difpenfably  iiecefTary  for  its  pre- 
fervation. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning* 
the  motion  for  the  refoludons  was 
rejedted  upon  a  clofer  divifloii 
than  ufual,  the  majority  being 
only  90  to  67. 

Leaving  the  confuflons  of  the 
eaft,  we  are  now  to  turn  to  thofe 
of  the  weft;  The  great  age,  and 
greater  bodily  infirmities  of  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  were  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  reftrain  his  ardour  in  what 
was  fo  great  a  national  concern, 
and  w'hich  he  confidered  as  fo 
much  mifcondudled.  As  little, 
were  the  difappointments  that  had 
attended  his  former  efforts  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  bring  about  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  and  her  colonies,  any  more 
than  the  fate  of  all  fimilar  propo- 
fitions  which  had  been  made  by 
others,  capable  of  deterring  him 
from  the  further  purfuit  of  an 
objedl  which  he  evidently  held  fo 
much  at  heart. 

The  Lords  being 
fummohed  for  the  pur-  ^ * 
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pofe,  this  nobleman,  moved  for 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  reprefent- 
ing,  that  they  were  deeply  pene¬ 
trated  with  the  view  of  impending 
ruin  to  the  kingdom,  from  the 
continuation  of  an  unnatural  'war 
againll  the  Britifh  colonies  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  advifing,  that  the  moll 
fpeedy  and  efFeftual  meafures  Hiould 
be  taken  for  putting  a  flop  to  fuch 
fatal  hoftilities,  upon  the  only  juft 
and  folid  foundation,  namely,  the 
removal  of  accumulated  grievances  ; 
with  an  aiTurance,  that  the  Houfe 
would  enter  upon  that  great  and 
necelTary  work  with  chearfulnefs 
and  difpatch,  in  order  to  open  to 
his  Majefty  the  only  means  of  re¬ 
gaining  the  affeilions  of  the  Britifti 
colonies,  and  of  fecuring  to  Great 
Britain  the  commercial  advantages 
of  thofe  valuable  pofteftions  ;  fully 
perfuaded,  that  to  heal  and  to  re- 
drefs  would  be  more  congenial  to 
the  goodnefs  and  magnanimity  of 
his  Majefty,  and  more  prevalent 
over  the  hearts  ©f  generous  and 
free-born  fubjedls,  than  the  rigours 
of  chaftifement  and  the  horrors  of 
civil  war,  which  hitherto  had  ferved 
only  to  ftiarpen  refentments  and 
confolidate  union,  and,  if  conti¬ 
nued,  mult  finally  end  in  difiblving 
all  ties  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies. 

In  further  explanation  of  the 
defign  and  purpofe  of  his  motion, 
the  noble  Earl  faid,  that  under  the 
words  accumulated  grievances^  he 
meant  to  convey,  every  thing 
which  had  paffed  in  parliament  re¬ 
lative  to  America  fince  the  year 
1763.  That  the  propofal  was 
fpecilic.  He  meant  by  it  the  re- 
drefs  of  all  the  American  griev¬ 
ances,  particularly  including  the 
right  of  difpofing  of  their  own 
money.  He  faid  this  wo«ld  be 
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the  herald  of  peace  ;  that  it  would 
open  the  way  for  treaty ;  that 
though  much  muft  ftill  be  left  to  be 
fettled  by  treaty,  this,  by  afford¬ 
ing  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  and 
amicable  difpofition  of  parliament, 
would  remove  the  prefent,  infur- 
mountable  impediments  to  an  ac¬ 
commodation,  when  every  thing 
eJfe  would  follow  of  courfe.  He 
particularly  ialifted  upon  the  im¬ 
mediate  neceftity  of  adopting  the 
propofed  meafure,  from  the  im¬ 
minent  danger  to  which  in  our  pre¬ 
fent  lituation  we  were  expofed  to 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  A  few 
weeks,  he  faid,  might  decide  our 
fate  as  a  nation.  A  treaty  between 
France  and  the  Americans  would 
be  that  final  decifion.  We  fhould 
not  only  lofe  the  immenfe  advan¬ 
tages  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  vaft  and  increafing  commerce 
of  our  colonies,  but  that  com¬ 
merce,  and  all  thofe  advantages, 
would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
our  natural  and  hereditary  enemies. 
He  faid  that  our  ads  of  naviga¬ 
tion  were  already  virtually  re¬ 
pealed  in  confequence  of  this  un¬ 
happy  conteft  ;  and  that  however 
grievous  it  was  to  repeat,  and  fatal 
in  the  fad,  the  trade  of  England 
was  now  carried  on  in  French  and 
other  foreign  bottoms.  He  ftated 
the  impradicability  of  conquer¬ 
ing  America,  and  the  ruinous  con- 
fequences  of  the  conqueft  if  it  had 
been  pradicable.  And  he  declared, 
in  that  ftrong  and  emphatic  lan¬ 
guage,  by  which  this  great  ftatef- 
man  and  orator  was  fo  peculiarly 
diftinguifhed,  that  America  was 
contending  with  Great  Britain 
under  a  maiked  battery  of  France, 
which  would  open  upon  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  foon  as  fhe  perceived  that 
vve  were  fufficjently  weakened  for 
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her  purpofe,  and  found  herfelf 
fufiicientiy  prepared  for  war. 

We  have  fo  repeatedly  gone 
over  ali  the  ground  of  debate  re- 
]ative  to  the  American  con  ted, 
that  it  would  be  needlefs,  if  not 
fuperfluous,  to  enter  particularly 
into  the  prefent.  I’he  motion 
was  fupported  with  great  elo¬ 
quence  and  ability,  moil  of  the 
powerful  fpeakers  on  the  iide  of 
oppoiition  in  the  hoafe  of  lords, 
having  entered  warmly  and  deep¬ 
ly  into  the  debate.  On  the  o- 
ther  fide,  the  Lords  in  admini- 
llration  oppofed  it  principally  up¬ 
on  the  fappofition  or  affertion, 
that  independency  was  the  pri¬ 
mary  objed't  with  the  Americans, 
and  that  their  prefent  oppoiition 
was  merely  the  e.itecl  of  a  pre¬ 
meditated  delign  of  feveral  years 
Landing  ;  that  in  fuch  a  dlfpoh- 
tion  .and  determination  on  their 
lide,  all  conceiiion  on  ours,  would 
be  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  ridi¬ 
culous.  degradine,  and  hiehlv  en- 
couraging  to  their  rebellious  de- 
figns,  '  That  fuch  an  inilance  of 
.  ineaancfs,  and  acknowledgment 
of  weaknefs,  would  equally  draw 
upon  us  the  contempt  of  our 
friends,  and  excite  into  adlion 
the  defign  or  malice  of  cur  ene¬ 
mies.  They  denied  any  danger 
from  France,  and  that  the  aihr- 
tance  given  to  the  Americans 
proceeded  from  the  court  or  mi- 
niilers  ;  the  fupplies  of  arms  and 
military  Lores  which  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  received,  and  the  numbers 
of  French  oiHcers  that  ferved  in 
their  armies,  were  attributed  to 
the  fpirit  of  enterprize  in  fol- 
diers,  and  of  avarice  in  mer¬ 
chants.  They  faid,  that  the  pro- 
poled  addrefs ,  arraigned  the  con- 
iutbofthe  nation,  and  condemn¬ 


ed,  in  the  moll  improper 
raeafures  which  had  repeatedly 
received,  in  the  fulleil  manner^ 
the  fandion  both  of  parliament 
and  people.  That  the  motion 
held  out  nothing  new,  and  was 
no  more  than  a  repetition  of 
what  had  been  propofed  by  the 
noble  Earl  himfelf,  as  well  as 
by  two  noble  Dukes,  at  diiierent 
times  in  that  houfe. 

It  will  be  eafiiy  feen,  that 
fome  of  thefe  arguments  or  poh- 
tions  afforded  fufficiejit  room  ta 
be  replied  to  or  controverted. 
The  quellion  being  at  length  put 
about  ten  at  night.  Lord  Cha¬ 
tham’s  motion  was  rejetled  upon 
a  divilion,  by  a  majority  of  99, 
including  23  proxies,  to  28,  in¬ 
cluding  two  proxies,  who  fupport¬ 
ed  the  quehion. 

The  money  bills,  and  a  vote? 
of  credit,  being  now  paffed,  the 
feafon  far  advanced,  and  fuch 
public  buiinefs  as  it  was  thought 
fitting  to  bring  forward  in  the 
prefent  feffion  difpatchcd,  a  pro¬ 
rogation  of  parliament  r  u 

became  a  matter  of  ^ 

courfe.  In  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  an  entire  approbation  of 
the  conduct  of  parliament  was 
expreffed,  and  thanks  returned 
for  the  unqueftionable  proofs  they 
had  given,  of  the  continuance  of 
their  attachment  to  his  Majefly’s 
perfon  and  government,  of  a  clear 
difeernment  of  the  tree  intereLs 
of  their  country,  and  of  their 
Heady  perfeverance  in  maintain¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  the  legiflature* 
The  commons  could  not  be  fuf- 
ficiently  thanked,  for  the  zeal  and 
public  fpirit  with  which  they  itad 
'granted  the  large  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  fupplies,.  which  there  had 
bsen  a  neceiilty  of  requiring  for 

th9 
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the  fervice  of  the  current  year  ; 
and  an  acknowledgment  was  made 
of  the  particular  marks  of  their 
affedlioii  to  his  Majelly,  as  well 
in  enabling  him  to  difcharge  the 
debts  of  his  civil  government, 
as  in  making  .fo  confiderable  an 
augmentation  to  the  civil  lill  re¬ 
venue  for  his  life.  The  fpeech 
:  concluded  with  a  declared  trull 
!  in  the  divine  providence,  that 
I  i)y  a  well  concerted  and  vigorous 


exertion  of  the  great  force  which 
had  been  put  into  the  royal  hands, 
the  operations  of  the  prefent 
campaign  by  fea  and  land,  would 
be  blefled  with  fuch  fuccefs  as 
might  mod  elTeclually  tend  to  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion  in  Ame¬ 
rica,'  and  to  the  re-eftabiihiment 
of  that  conftitutional  obedience 
which  all  the  fubjedls  of  a  free 
Hate  owe  to  the  authority  of  law. 


CHAP.  vir. 

Sta/e  of  affairs  at  Ne^X'-Tork  prenjious  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  ‘Loyal 
pronjincials  embodied,  and  placed  under  the  cofnmand  of  Go-vernor  L^ryon, 
.Expedition  to  Peekh s  Kill.  L'o  Danbury^  under  General  Kry on.  Maga¬ 

zines  defrayed.  General  Woofer  killed.  Veffels  and  prox/ifons  defrayed 
Mt  Sagg  Harbour,  by  a  detachment  fro7n  Connecticut  tinder  Colonel  Meigs, 
jdd-vantages  derirjed  by  General  Waff  ington,  frotn  the  detention  of  the- 
army  at  Nenv-T'ork  through  the  nvant  of  tents.  Hifferetit  fchemes  fug- 
gefed  for  conducing  the  operations  of  the  cajnpodgn,  all  tending  to  one  objeSi, 
General  Sir  William  Hoove  takes  the  field ;  fails  hi  his  attempts  to  bring 
Wajhington  to  an  adiion retires  to  Amboy.  Lurnsfuddenly  and adojances 
upon  the  enemy.  -  Skir^nifoes.  Americans  under  Lord  Sterling  defeated. 
H'afington  regains  his  frong  camp.  Royal  artny  pafs  dojer  ‘to  Staten- 
lfa7id.  Alarm  excited  by  \the  preparations  for  the  grand  expedition. 
General  Prefect  carried  off  from  Rhode- If  and.  Rate  cf  interef  upon  ihs 
public  loan,  ad-vanced  by  the  Congrefs.  Monuments  decreed  for  the  Gene¬ 
rals  M’^arreii  and  Mercer.  Fleet  and  army  depart  from  Sandy  Hook. 
Force  eriibarked  on  the  expedition.  Congrefs  a7td  Wafoington  alaroned  by 
the  lofs  of  Ficendersga.  Fleet  arrives  at  the  River  Elk,  after  a  tedious 
voyage,  a7id  diffcult  paffage  up  Chefapeak  Bay.  Artoiy  lands  at  Elk 
Ferry.  Declaration  iffued  by  the  General.  jHafoington  returns  to  the 
defence  of  Philadelphia.  Advances  to  the  Brandy^zvifie,  and  to  Red-Clay 
Greek.  Various  77tove77tents  07i  both  fdes.  Aclio'n  at  the  Brandyn.Ane . 
General  Kriypharifen  77iakes  an  attack  at  Chadl s  Ford.  Lord  Cornvjallis 
marches  roimd  to  the  forks  of  the  Brafidyvoine,  a.vhere  he  paffes,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enesny’s  right.  Defeats  General  Sullivan.  Puifue's  his  ad¬ 
vantages  until  fopped  by  night.  Ge/ieral  K/iyphaufen  paffes  at  Chad^s 
Ford.  Eneony,  every  vohere  defeated.  Lojs  on  both  fdes.  RefeSiions  oft 
theadiion.  Vidlory  not  deci five.  Foreign  oficers  in  the  A/zterican  fervice. 
Motions  of  the  armies,  Engage7fient  prevented  by  a  great  fall  of  rain. 
Major-General  Grey,  firprizes  and  defeats  a  party  of  A7nericans  undef 
General  Wayne.  Royal  army  paffes  the  Schuylkill,  and  advances  to  Ger-  ^ 

‘  4na7i-F‘ ovjn.  Lord  Cornn.v  fBis  takes  poffeffon  of  Philadelphia,  So7ne  of 
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the  principal  inhahitants  fent  prifoners  to  Virginia^  upon  the  ap-* 
proach  of  the  army.  Attack  on  the  nenv  batteries  at  Philadelphicr* 
Dela^vare  frigate  taken,  Works  eonfrnfied  by  the  Americans  t9 
render  the  pcijjage  of  the  Delanvare  imprafiicable,  Suecefsful  expedition' 
to  Billing' s  Forti  and  a  paffage  made  through  the  lomoer  barrier.  Royal 
army  fur prioced  and  attacked  by  the  Americans  at  German  6^71,  A?ne~ 
ricans  repiilfed  n.vtth  lofs  and  purfued,  Brigadier^Gensral  AgnenVf  and 
ColoJiel  Bird  killed,  Arj7iy  remo'ves  to  Philadelphia,  Unjiiccefsful  attack 
upon  the  eiietny’' s  nxorks  on  the  Delanxsare,  Meffianr  repidfed  ’with  great 
iofs  at  Red  Bank,  Colonel  Donop  killed,  Aiignjia  ?nan  of  war  and  Mer-^ 
iin  foop-  defray  ed.  New  and  effectual  meajnres  taken  for  forcing  the  ene^ 
my^s  works.  Mud  Ifand^  atid  Red  Batik,  abandoned,  and  taken  with 
their  artillery  and  fores,  Americans  burn  their  gallics  find  other  flipping, 
Paffage  of  the  Delaware  opened  to  Philadelphia,  General  Sir  William 
Howe,  finding  all  his  efforts  to  bring  Wafington  to  a  general  aciion> 
fruitlejs,  returns  with  the  army  to  Philadelphia,  Americans  Hut  their 
eamp  at  Valley  Forge  for  the  'winter. 


J  E  have  already  fliev/n  the 
ftate  and  fituation  of  the 
armies  in  America  during  the  win¬ 
ter  and  greater  part  of  the  fpring. 
As  the  feafon  opened,  and  en¬ 
larged  the  field  of  enterprize,  our 
commanders  did  nctneo-iedt  feiitinp' 
thofe  advanta<:>-es  which  nature  and 

O 

fheir  naval  i'uperiority  prefented, 
in  a  country  deeply  interfedied  by 
navigable  rivers,  and  continually 
laid  open  in  other  parts  by  the 
numberlefs  inlets  and  channels, 
which  the  peculiar  conilruSion  of 
die  iilands  and  coafts,  admit  in 
iheir  jundion  with  the  ocean  and 
thofe  rivers* 

,•  In  the  mean  time  a  confidcrabie 
body  of  provincial  troops  Vvas 
-formed  under  the  aufpices  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Sir  William  Howe,  which 
by  degrees  amounted  to  feveral 
shoufand  men,  and  which  under 
that  denomination  included,  not 
;only  American,  but  Britilh  and 
Irilh  refup-ees  from  the  diiTerent 
parts  of  the  continent.  7'his 
corps  vvas  entirely  officered,  either 
by  thofe  gentlemen,  who  for  their 
attachment  to  the  royal  caufe  had 


been'  obliged  to-  abandon'  their  re- 
fpt’Hive  provinces,  oi'  by  thofe  who 
lived  under  that  protection  in  the 
New -York  illand^s.  The  new 
troops  were  placed  fof  the  tempo¬ 
rary  time  of  their  fervice,  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  topay^  fubfiftence, 
and  clothing,  witb  the  eftabiiflied 
national  bodies  of  the.  royal  army, 
with  the  further  advantage  to  the 

O  ^ 

private  men  and  non-commilTioned 
officers,  that  they  were  entitled  to^ 
confiderable  allotments  of  vacant 
lands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles. 
This  meafure,  belides  its  utility 
in  point  of  ilrength,  afforded  foime 
prefent  provifion  to  thofe,  who- 
having  loll  every  thing-  in  this  un¬ 
happy  conteH,  were  now  thrown 
upoPi-  the  crown,  as  their  only  re- 
Yuge,  for  fupport ;  vvhilll  on  th^ 
other  fide,  infieiMi  of  their  being 
an  heavy  and  unprofitable  burden 
to  the  crown,  they  were  placed  in 
a  condition  which  enabled  them  to 
become  a£tive  and  ufefui  inftru- 
ments  in  effecting  its  purpofes. 
At  the  fame  time,  this  acquifition 
of  ftrength,  derived  from,  and 
growing  in  the  country,  carried  a 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE,  [it? 


i  niofl  flattering  appearance,  and 
ieemed  to  indicate  refources  for  the 
profecution  of  the  war  in  the  very 
}  theatre  of  action. 

As  all  new 'forces  mnft  of  courfe 
be  much  fitter  for  defence,  than 
for  adfive  fervice  in  the  field,  fo 
it  added  much  to'  the  apparent 
utility  of  this  meafure,  that  the 
i  royal  provincials  could  iinmediate- 
i  Jy  be  difpofed  of  to  the  greateft 
;  iidvantage,  in  the  protedlion  and 
I  ■>  defence  of  New-York  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  iflands,  fupplying  thereby 
the  place  of  veteran  troops,  and 
affording  a  free  fcope  to  the  diflant 
operations  of  the  grand  army.  To 
render  this  deienfive  fyftem  for  the 
iflands  more  complete.  Governor 
Tryon,  who  already  in  his  civil 
capacity  commanded  the  militia, 
and  who  had  taken  the  utmofi: 
pains  in  its  eftablifliment,  was  now 
placed  by  the  commander  in  chief 
at  the  head  of  the  new  corps,  un- 
i  der  the  title  and  rank  of  Major- 
General  of  the  provincials,  whereby 
he  was  enabled  effedlually  to  com¬ 
bine  and  bring  into  adllon  the 
joint  force  of  thefe  feparate  bodies. 

The  great  natural  ftrength  of 
the  country,  the  vicinity  of  the 
North  River,  with  its  convenience 
in  refpedl  to  the  feat  of  war,  had 
induced  the  Americans,  during  the 
winter,  to  eredf  mills  and  eftablifli 
their  principal  magazines,  in  that 
rough  and  mountainous  tradl  called 
the  Manor  of  Courtiand.  d  bus  it 
became  their  grand  repolitory,  and 
truftihg  in  the  fecurity  of  this  na¬ 
tural  citadel,  neither  induflry  was 
lacking,  nor  expence  fpared,^  in 
abundantly  providing  it  with  im- 
menfe  fupplies  of  provifions,  fo- 
tage,  arid  ftores,  of  all  forts.  A 
place,  othervvife  of  no  importance, 
ialled  Feck’s  Kill,  which  lies 


about  fifty  miles  up  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver  from  New-York,  ferved  as  z 
kind  of  port  to  Courtiand  Manor, 
by  .which  it  both  received  provi¬ 
fions,  and  difpenfed  fupplies. 

Sir  William  Howe  was  v/ell 
aware  of  thefe  circiimflances  in 
general,  and  Was  as  well  convinced 
of  the  decifive  confequenccs  which, 
muft  enfus  from  the  cutting  ofF 
thofe  refources,  which  the  enemy 
had  with  fuch  infinite  labour  and 
expence  accumulated  for  the  fup- 
port  and  profecution  of  the  war. 
A  general  attempt  upon  Courtiand 
Manor,  would  not  only  be  dan¬ 
gerous,  from  the  flrength  of  the 
country,  and  impraClicability  of 
the  ground  ;  but  mufl  from  its  own 
nature  be  rendered  abortive ;  as 
the  length,  the  parade,  and  the 
manner  of  the  preparation,  would 
afford  the  Americans  time  and 
warning  to  affemble  their  whole 
force  in  that  quarter  ;  where,  if  we 
flill  perfifled  in  our  defign,  we 
mufl  fight  under  every  poflible  dif- 
advantap-e,  and  a  moral  certainty 
of  great  lofs  ;  and  if  they  did  not 
chufe,  even  upon  thefe  tennis,  to 
hazard  an  engagement  with  us, 
they  would  have  fufneient  time  to 
remove  their  magazines,  before 
we  could  bring  the  point  to  any 
decifion. 

Peek’s  Kill,  was,  however, 

within  reach,  and  th»  General  de¬ 
termined  to  profit  of  that  circum- 
ftance.  Colonel  Bird,  with  a  de¬ 
tachment  pf  about  5QC  men,  un¬ 
der  the  conducl  of  a  frigate  of  war, 
and  other  armed  veffels,  was  fenC 
on  board  fome  tranfports  up  the 
North  River  for  that 
fervjce.  f  he  enemy  ,^77 

upon  the  approach  of  777' 

the  Britifh  arriiament,  finding,  of 
thinking  themfelve?,  unequal  td 
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the  defence  of  the  place,  and  being 
convinced,  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
ble  time  to  remove  any  thing  but 
their  arms  and  bodies,  fet  fire  to 
the  barracks  and  principal  llore- 
iioufes,  and  then  retired  to  a  ftrong 
pafs  a|  about  two  miles  difiance, 
which  commanded  the  entrance 
into  the  mountains,  and  covered  a 
road  which  led  to  Tome  of  the  mills 
and  other  depofits.  The  Britifii 
troops  upon  their  landing,  per¬ 
ceiving  that  they  could  not  have 
time  or  opportunity  to  bring  off 
the  provifions  or  other  articles, 
completed  the  conflagration.  All 
the  magazines  were  defiroyed. 
The  troops  rc-embarked  when  the 
fervice  was  performed,  and  the 
armament,  after  defiroying  feveral 
fmall  craft  laden  with  provifions, 
returned,. 

This  fervice,  however,  was  far 
from  filling  up  the  outline  of  the 
General’s  defio-n.  The  magazines 
at  Peek’s  Kill  v/ere  not  of  the 
importance  and  magnitude  which 
he  had  been  led  to  expedl,  and 
fomething,  if  polfible,  muft  fiill  be 
done,  to  weaken  the  enemy  by 
cutting  off  their  refources.  He 
obtained  intelligence,  that  the 
Americans  had  depofited  large 
quantities  of  fiores  and  provifions 
in  the  town  or  village  of  Danbury, 
and  other  places  in  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  which  lay  contiguous 
to  Courtland  Manor.  An  expedi¬ 
tion  was  accordingly  undertaken 
for, the  deftrudtion  of  thefe  depofits, 
the  charge  of  which,  as  an  intro- 
duilion  to  his  new  military  com¬ 
mand,  was  committed  to  Governor 
Try  on,  who  was  afiified  by  thofe 
aftive  and  able  officers,  Brigadier- 
.  General  Agnew,  and  Sir  William 
Erfkine.  The  expedition  was  faid 
to  be  undertaken  on  a  plan  of  Ge¬ 


neral  Tryon,  who .  had  flattered 
himfelf  with  finding  a  jundtion  of 
many  provincials  in  that  quarter  as 
foon  as  he  fiiould  appear  with  the 
troops. 

The  detachment  appointed  to 
this  fervice  confiftcd  of  about  2000 
men,  who  being  pafied  through 
the  Sound,  under  the  cpnvoy  of  a 
proper  naval  armament,  were 
landed  near  Norwalk  *  -i 
Conneaicut,  about 


in 


20  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Dan¬ 
bury.  As  the  country  was  in  no 
ftate  of  preparation,  nor  under  any 
apprehenfion  of  the  defign,  the 
troops  advanced  without  interrup- 
rioi),  and  arrived  at  Danbury  the 
following  day.  They  now  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  country  was  rifing 
to  intercept  their  return,  and  as  no 
carriages  could  be  procured,  if  it 
had  been  otherwife,  to  bring  off 
the  fiores  and  provifions,  they 
immediately  proceeded  to  the  de- 
firudlion  of  the  magazine.  In  the 
execution  of  this  prompt  fervice, 
the  town  was  unavoidably  burnt. 

The  detachment  retur.ued  on  the 
27th  by  the  way  of  Ridgefield.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Generals  Woo- 
fler,  Arnold,  and  SilUman,  having 
haftily  arrived  from  different  quar¬ 
ters,  and  colleded  fuch  militia  as 
were  within  their  reach,  endea¬ 
voured  by  every  poffible  means  to 
interrupt  their  march,  until  a 
greater  force  could  arrive  to  fup- 
port  them  wdth  effeft  in  the  defign 
of  cutting  off  their  retreat.  The 
firft  of  thefe  officers  hung  upon  the 
rear  of  the  detachment,  vvhilfl:  Ar¬ 
nold^  by  eroffing  the  country  gain¬ 
ed  their  front,  in  order  to  difpute 
their  paffage  through  Ridgefield., 
Nor  could  the  excellent  order  and 
formidable  appearance  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  forceS;^  w'ho  had  large  edver- 
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lug  parties  well  furnifhed  with  field 
pieces  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  nor 
I  the  tumultuary  manner  in  which  a 
militia  not  very  numerous  were  got 
together,  prevent  the  Americans, 
upon  every  advantage  of  ground, 
from  making  bold  attempts  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  King’s 
;  army.  In- one  of  thefe  Ikirmifhes, 
Woofter,  an  experienced  provincial 
officer,  who  had  ferved  with  fome 
■  r-eputatlon  in  the  two  former  wars, 
at  an  age  approaching  clofely  to 
feventy,  and  in  the  udlive  exertion 
of  a  valour,  which  favoured  more 
of  rallinefs,  than  of  the  temperance 
and  diferetion  of  that  time  of  life, 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died 
with  the  fame  refolution  that  he 
had  lived. 

The  royal  forces  had  only  got 
quit  of  Wooller,  when  they  found 
themfeives  engaged  with  Arnold, 
who  had  got  pofl'eflion  of  Ridge¬ 
field,  and  with  Icfs  than  an  hour’s 
advantage  of  time,  had  already 
thrown  up  fome  fort  of,  an  ea- 
trcnchnjent  to  cover  his  front.  The 
courage  and  difeipline  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops,,  would  have  triumphed 
over  an  enemy  more  equal  in  force 
and  condition.  The  village  w^as 
forced,  and  the  Americans  drove 
back  on  all  fides.  The  adion  was 
ffiarp,  a,nd  Arnold  difplayed  his 
ufual  increpidity.  His  horfe  hav¬ 
ing  been  fliot  within  a  few  yards  of 
our  foremqll  ranks,  he  fuddenly 
difengaged  himfelf,  and  drawing 
out  a  pillol,  fliot  the  foldier  dead 
who  was  running  up  to  transfix  him 
with  his  bayonet. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  night  at 
Ridgefield,  and  renewed  his  march 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  The 
enemy,  having  lieen  reinforced  with 
troops  and  cannon,  the  army  was 
exceedingly  h^rrafled  during  this 


day’s  march.  Every  advantageous 
poll  was  feized  anddifputed,  whilll 
hovering  parties  on  the  flanks  and 
rear,  continually  endeavoured  to 
didurb  the  order  of  march,  and  to, 
profit  of  every  difficulty  of  ground. 
The  army  at  length  gained,  in 
good  time,  the  Hill  of  Compo, 
within  cannon  fhot  of  the  ffiips. 

It  wets  then  evening,  and  their 
ammunition  exhaufled,  although 
it  is  reported,  that  they  had  been 
fupplied  with  fixty  rounds  a  man 
at  their  oatfetupon  the  expedition. 
The  forces  immediately  formed 
upon  the  high  ground,  where  the 
enemy  Teemed  more  determined 
and  refolute  in  their  attack  than 
they  had  been  hitherto,  in  this 
fituation,  the  General  ordered  the 
troops  to  advance,  and  to  charge 
with  their  bayonets.  This  order 
was  executed  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  the  enemy  w'ere  totally  broken, 
and  every  ,  thing  being  prepared  at 
the  fliore  for  their  reception,  the 
troops  were  reimbarked  without 
further  moleftation. 

Large  quantities  of  corn,  flour, 
and  fait  provifions,  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  tents,  with  various  military 
ftores  and  necefTaries,  were  de,- 
llroyed  in  the  courfe  of  this  expe¬ 
dition.  The  lofs  of  men  on  the 
royal  fide,  was,  as  ufual,  much 
lefs  confiderable  than  could  have 
been  expedted  ;  the  whole,  in  kill¬ 
ed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  amount¬ 
ing  to  172,  of  whom  more  than 
two  thirds  were  wounded.  The 
general  lofs  under  all  tbefe  heads 
on  the  A.rnerican  fide  was  more 
ihaa  double,  and  the  number  of 
the  flain  about  four  to  one.‘  On 
the  Britifli  fide  no  officer  was  kill¬ 
ed.  On  theirs,  befides  General 
V/oofler,  they  Icfl  three  colonels, 
and  a  Dr.  Atwater,  a  gentleman 
[H]  3  of 
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(of  confideration  in  that  country. 
The  number  of  officers  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  the  country,  and  to 
jaffiemble  upon  the  occafion,  was 
out  of  all  proportion  to  that  of  the 
private  men  ;  whilft  the  raw  and 
undifciplined  ftate  of  the  militia, 
together  with  their  weaknefs  in 
point  of  number,  obliged  the  for¬ 
mer,  as  well  as  thole  volunteer 
gentlemen  who  joined  them,  to 
uncommon  exertions,  and  to  expofe 
themfelves  in  an  extraordinary  de¬ 
gree.  Thefe  circumftances  may 
account  for  the  number  of  men  of 
rank,  in  their  fervice,  who  fell  on 
that  fide. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  elFefl  of 
this  expedition  did  not  probably 
anfwer  the  expeftation  upon  which 
it  was  founded.  The  adual  public 
flores  at  Danbury  and  other  places, 
were  far  inferior  to  what  they  had 
been  fuppofed  or  reprefented  ;  and 
though  much  mifchjef  was  done,  it 
may  appear  doubtful,  whether  the 
lofs  fudained  on  the  one  iide,  was 
equivalent  to  therifque  encounter¬ 
ed  on  the  other.  Events,  hov/ever, 
are  not  to  be  conlidered  as  tells  of 
condufl,  and  it  mull  ever  be  one 
©f  the  lirllobjeds  with  a  great  Ge¬ 
neral,  to  render  the  force,  of  the 
enemy  inefficacious  by  cutting  oiF 
their  refources. 

It  was  perhaps  in  return  for  this 
expedition  that  the  Connecticut 
men  not  long  after  paid  a  vifit  to 
Long-Illand.  Having  received  in¬ 
telligence  that  commiliaries  had  for 
fome  time  been  employed  on  the 
call  end  of  Long-Illand,  in  pro¬ 
curing  forage,  grain,  and  other 
necellaries  lor  the  Britifli  forces, 
and  that  thefe  articles  were  depo- 
fited  for  embarkation  at  a  little 
port  called  Sagg  Harbour ;  the 
^.illance  of  that  place  from  New- 


York,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the 
proteClion,  which  confided  only  in 
a  company  of  foot,  and  an  armed 
fchooner  of  twelve  guns,  afforded 
encouragement  for  a  defign  to 
frullrate  that  fcheme  of  fupplying 
the  wants  of  the  army.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  difficulty  and  danger  lay  in 
the  palling  and  repafling  of  the 
Sound,  which  was  continually  tra- 
verfed  by  the  Britifh  cruizers. 

Colonel  Meigs,  an  enterprizing 
officer,  who  had  attended  Arnold 
in  the  expedition  to  Quebec,  and 
had  been  taken  prifoner  in  the 
attempt  to  ftorm  that  city,  con¬ 
ducted  this  enterprize. 

Having  palfed  his  de¬ 
tachment  in  whale-boats  through 
the  Sound,  and  landed  on  the 
north  branch  of  the  ifland,  where 
it  is  interfered  by  a  bay  that  runs 
in  far  from  the  eall  end,  it  feems 
by  the  account,  which  is  not  in 
that  part  very  clear,  as  if  they  had 
carried  their  boats  over  that 'arm 
of  the  land.  They,  however,  em¬ 
barked  again  on  the  bay,  which 
he  crofied  with  150  men,  and 
landed  on  the  fouth  branch  of  the 
ifland,  within  four  miles  of  Sagg 
Flarbour.  ,  They  arrived  at  the 
place  before  day,  and  notwith- 
fianding  the  refiliance  they  met 
with  from  the  guard  and  the  crews 
of  the  vefiels,  and  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  the  fchooner,  which  kept 
up  a  continued  fire  of  round  and 
grape  Ihot  at  150  yards  diflance, 
they  fully  completed  their  defign  ; 
having  burnt  a  dozen  brigs  and 
Hoops  w  hich  lay  at  the  wharf,  and 
entirely  dellroyed  every  thing  on 
the  Ihore.  They  brought  off  withi 
them  about  90  prifoners,  confining 
of  the  officer  who  commanded  with 
his  men,  the  commiffaries,  and 
molt  of  the  mailers  and  crews  of 
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iSiti  fma>l  vefTels  which  they  de- 
ftroyed.  A  circumftance  which 
renders  this  expedition  particular¬ 
ly  curious,  if  a  fad,  is  affcrted  by 
the  Americans.  They  fay,  that 
the  party  returned  to  Guildford,  in 
Connedicut,  in  25  hours  from  the 
time  of  their  departure,  having 
during  that  fpace,  not  only  efFec- 
ttially  completed  the  defign  of  their 
expedition,  but  having  traverfed 
no  lefs,  by  land  and  by  water, 
than  90  miles.  A  degree  of  expe¬ 
dition,  which  requires  fome  credu¬ 
lity  to  be  admitted ;  and  from 
whence,  if  the  fad  is  eftabliihed, 
it  would  appear  that  Meigs  pof- 
feifes  no  inconfiderable  portion  of 
that  fpirit  which  operated  in  the 
Canada  expedition. 

The  feafon  for  adlon  was  now 
advanced  ;  but  from  fome  impro¬ 
vidence  or  inattention  unaccount¬ 


ed  for,  at  home,  the  army  was  re- 
ftrained  from  taking  the  field 
"through  the  want  of  tents  and  field 
equipage.  Lord  Cornwallis,  how¬ 
ever,  made  Ihift  with  the  old  tents, 
to  encamp  the  forces  atBrunfwick 
on  the  hills  that  commanded  the 
Rariton,  and  along  the  communi- 
cations  upon  that  .river  to  Amboy ; 
the  example  being  followed  at  the 
latter  place  by  General  Vaughan. 

This  delay  was  of  the  utmoft 
importance  to  the  Americans.  The 
winter  campaign  had  been  prin¬ 
cipally  carried  on  by  detachments 
of  the  militia,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  returned  home  when  the 
time  of  their  lervice  was  expired. 
Others,  more  generous,  more  pa¬ 
tient  of  toil,  or  more  fanguine  in 
the  common  caufe,  outftayed  the 
allotted  time,  merely  from  a  con- 
lideration  of  the  weaknefs  of  the 
army,  and  the  ruin  which  mull 
auend  their  departure  before  it  was 


reinforced.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
bufinefs  of  recruitinfr  under  an  en* 

O 

gagement  of  ferving  during  the 
war,  or  even  for  three  years,  wenc 
on  but  llowly.  I'he  term  of  fer- 
vice  was  contrary  to  the  genius 
and  habits  of  the  people,  and  the 
different  provinces  found  the  great- 
ell  difiiculty  in  raifing  any  thing 
near  the  llipulated  proportion  of 
troops  which  had  been  allotted  for 
each  by  the  congrefs.  In  this  ex¬ 
tremity,  the  making  of  draughts 
from  the  militia,  was  looked  to  in 
feveral  as  the  dernier  refort.  Such 
an  adl  of  force,  however,  upon 
thofe  who  were  contending  for  li¬ 
berty  on  the  molt -enlarged  plans, 
and  who  confidered  all  the  rights 
of  freemen  as  facred,  w'as  ■irkfome 
and  dangerous.  Tver-y  method 
was  tried  to  avoid  having  recourfe 
to  this  .difagreeable  meafure  and 
final  refource.  Jn  fome  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  the  enlifling  of  apprentices^, 
and  ofirith  indented  fervants  was 
permitted,  contrary  to  former  re- 
folutions  and  decrees,  with  a  pro- 
mife  of  indemnification  to  their 
mailers.  As  a  farther  check  upo^i 
the  increafe  of  the  force  in  the  Jer- 
feys,  the  New-England  provinces, 
which  abounded  with  men,  were 
taken  .up  with  their  domellic  con¬ 
cerns.  An  invalion  was  expelled 
on  the  fide  of  Canada  ;  Hudfon’s 
River  and  Rhode-dlland  afforded 
continual  room  for  apprehenfion  ■; 
nor  did  an  expedition  againft  Bof- 
ten  appear  at  all  improbable; 
efpecially,  as  the  great  number  of 
Britilh  prizes  which  were  brought 
into  that  port,  had,  befides  ren¬ 
dering  it  an  objedl  of  the  firll  im¬ 
portance,  renewed,  and  even  in- 
creafed,  if  polfible,  the  detellation. 
and  abhorrence  with  which  that 
people  had  been  long  regarded. 
[H]  ^ 
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In  fuch  circumftances,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  an  early  campaign, 
and  the  beneiit  v/hich  the  enemy 
derived  from  the  delay,,  are  obvi 
OU5.  The  fine  weather  brought 
reinforcements  from  all  quarters  to 
the  Jerfeys,  Tiiofe  who  Ihuddered 
at  a  winter’s' campaign,  grew  bold 
in  famraer  ,*  and  .the  certainty  of  a 
future  winter,  had  no  greater  ef- 
fefl  than  diitant'evils  ufually  have. 
Upon  this  increafe  of  drength, 
tov/ards  the  latter  end  of  May, 
General  Wailiington  quitted  his 
former  pohtioa  in  the  neighbour- 
la^ood  of  Morris-Town,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  , within  a  few  miles  of 
BrunTwick,  took  poflelTion  ^of  .the 
lirong  country  along  Middle  Brook. 

Upon  this.  Bugle  movement, 
hung  a:  great  part,  of  the  futfure 
events  of  the  war  in  the  Jerfeysv 
Wafnington.  turned  that  .advan¬ 
tageous  fituation,  to  every  account 
of  which  it-  was  capable.  ;  His 
camp,  winding  along  the  courfe  of 
the  hills,  was  iirongly  entrenched, 
fortified,  and,  well  covere.d' with 
artillery  j  nor  was  it  better  fecuted 
by  its  immediate  natural  or  artifi;r 
cial  defences^  than  by  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  approach  which  the  ground; 
iq  front  threw  in  the  way  of  an 
enemy.  la  this  fituation' he  corn¬ 
er)  and  ed  a  view  of  the  Britifii  en¬ 
campment  on  the  hills  of  Brunf- 
wick,  and  of  much  of  the  inter¬ 
mediate  country ’towards  that  place 
and  Am  boy  i 

The  great  objefl  of  the  campaign 
on  the  fide  o.f  New-York  feems  to 
have  been,  that  Sir  William  Howe 
fiiould  have  penetrated  through 
the  Jerfeys  to  theDelaw^are,  driving 
Waihington  before  him,  fo  as  to 
clear  thofe  provinces  entirely  of 
the  enemy,'  at  the  fame  time,  re¬ 
ducing  the  inhabitants  tofoefibc- 


tual  a  fiate  of  fubjedlion,  as 
efiablifli /a  fafe  and  open  commu¬ 
nication  between  that  city  and; the. 
army.  If  .in  the  profecution  'of. 
this  defign  tliel  enemy  hazarded  a 
battle,  ndthingiwas  more  wilhed," 
nor  could.  anydgreac  doubt  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  faccefs ;  or  if  they 
Gonftantiy  retired,  which  was  more 
to  be  expedled,  the  confequences 
in  regard  to*  the  general  objedls 
would  be  nearly  the  fame,  and  the 
army  having,  by  the  redusBlon  of 
the  Jerfeys,  left  every  thing  fafe 
in  its  rear,  and  fecured  the  paiTage 
of  the  Delaware,  would  of  courfe 
become  mailers,  of  -Philadelphia, 
which  frorndts.  fituation  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  any  effeclual  defence,  and 
could  only  be  proteded  by  Waih¬ 
ington,  at:  the  certain  expence  and 
hazard  of  a  battle. 

In  this  manner  feveral  conceived 
and  reafoned  on  the  operations  in 
Jerfey.  Others  were  clearly-  of 
opinion,  that  the  bringing  of 
Wafiiington  -to  a  decifive  adion' 
upon  terms  of  any  tolerable  equa-; 
lity  with  regard  to  ground,  in  fuch 
a  country,  and  againft  his  indi-' 
nations,  was.  a  thing  impradica- 
ble.  That  if  he  could  not  be 
brought  to  fuch  an  adion  in  fuch  a 
manner,  f©  as  wholly  to  drive  hint, 
out  of  the  jerireys5'  the  attempt  to 
pafs  a  river  like  the  Delaware,  fulh 
of  armed  vefiels  in  its  ftream,  llronp- 
forts  in  it&  ifiandsy  great  obfiruc- 
tions  in  its  channels,  with  an  ene¬ 
my  in  front,  and  leaving  a  firong 
army  on  theic  rear-,  would  be 
very  unadvifed  enterprize ;  and 
the  failure  in  it  would  be  the  total 
and  immediate -ruin*  of  the  royal 
caufe  in  America.  '  ' 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  ob» 
fiacles  in  the  Jerfeys  were  found  fo 
great,  that  they  could  not  be  over- 

com® 
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tome  without  much  lofs  of  time 
and  expencGof  blood,  it  was  thought 
advileahle,  in  thofe  circumftances, 
to  profit  of  the  powerful  navah 
force,  and  the  infinite  number  of 
tranfports  and  vefiels  of  all  forts 
which  lay  at  NeW-York  ;  to  com¬ 
bine  this  povveriul  auxiliary  (which 
had  hitherto  produced  fuch  fignal 
advantages,  in  every  inftancc  where 
it  could  be  brought  into  adlion) 
with  the  land  force,  and  by  convey¬ 
ing  the  army  by  fea  to  the  place  of 
its  dellination,  to  elude  all  thofe 
difficulties,  by  which  the  padage 
through  the  jerfeys  might  be  clog¬ 
ged.  In  this  alternative,  the  ob- 
jedl  was  flill  the  fame,  the  means 
ef  attaining  it  being  only  changed. 
Philadelphia  was  the  immediate 
point  in  view.  If  that  objeft  was 
properly  chofen,  and  the  general 
opinion  at  that  time  pointed  it  out 
as  the  mod  eligible,  the  paffage  by 
fea  feemed-the  moft  fecure  of  its  ef- 
fedl,  though  unqueftionablv  the 
flowed  in  the  operation.  The  De¬ 
laware,  or  the  great  Bay  of  Chefa* 
peak,  opened  the  way  info  the 
heart  of  the  riched  and  bed  of  the 
central  colonies,  and  led  cither  di- 
redly,  or  by  eroding  a  country  of 
no  great  extent,  to  the  podeflion  of 
that  place.  That  point  gained, 
Philadelphia  was  to  become  the 
place  of  arms,  and  center  of  ac¬ 
tion,  whild  every  part  of  the  three 
hodile  and  douridling  Provinces  of 
Pennfylvania,-*Virginia,  and  Ma¬ 
ryland,  would,  from  their  deep 
bays  and  navigable  rivers,  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  combined  powerful 
adion,  and  continual  operation  of 
the  land  andmarine  force,  flow- 
ever,  before  this  plan  was'  adopted, 
as  we  fhall-fee, '  rheafures  were  oa¬ 
ken  in  the  Jterfoys,  if  pofilble,.  to 
bring  VVafhington  to  au  'adronV- 
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The  operations  in  the  fouthera 
cxr  central  provinces,  however  effi¬ 
cacious  or  extenfive,  did  not,  by; 
any  means,  include  all  the  great 
objeds  of  the  campaign.  Some¬ 
thing  was  of  courfe  to  be  expeded 
on  tile  fide  of  Canada,  v/here  a 
Very  confiderable  army  had  been 
colieded,  and  by  the  fuccefs  of  the? 
lad  campaign  on  the  lakes,  had  a 
way  opened  for  it  to  penetrate  into 
the  back  parts  of  the  New-£ng- 
land  and  New-York  provinces. 
The  command  in  this  expedition 
was  committed  to  General  Bur- 
goyne,  who  was  reported  to  be 
author  of  the  plan.  The  great 
body  was  to  be  feconded  by  a  lefler. 
expedition  from  thes  upper  part  of 
Canada,  by  the  way  of  Ofwego  to 
the  Mohawk  River.  This  fcheme 
was  eagerly  adopted  by  the  mini- 
ders,  who  founded  the  greated 
hopes  upon  its  fuccefs.  All  the  ad¬ 
vantages  that  had  ever  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  complete  pofleffioa 
of  Hudfon’s  River,’ the.  edablidi- 
ment  of  a  communication  betwe-ea 
the  two  armies,  the  cutting  off  ail 
intercourfe  between  the  Isiorthern 
and  Southern  Coljonifis',  Tvith  the 
confequent  opportunity  of  crulhing 
the  former,  detached  and  cut  off 
from  all  affidancte,  iiw^asnow  hoped 
would  have  been  realized.  The 
greater  hopes  were  conceived  ofit^ 
from  the  opinion  ten  ter  tain  ed  of  the 
effeCl  of  the  favages  on  the  minds 
of  the  Americans.  It  was  known, 
that  the  provincials  in  general  were 
in  great  dread  of  thtem  from  their 
cruel  and  deiblaung  .manner  of 
making  war.  Thele  'were  therer- 
fore  Colieded  at  greatiexpence,  and 
with  much  labouj;^  from  ,ail  parts 
of  the  continent*  Jri  a'^word,  this 
expedition  feeined  to  become  the 
favourite  objed  of  the  pro  fen  t  year. 

The 
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The  tents  and  field  equipage, 
with  a  body  of  Anfpach  troops, 
and  a  number  of  Britilh  and  Ger¬ 
man  recruits,  having  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  New- York  by  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  June,  the  General,  Sir 
William  Howe,  pafied  over  to  the 
jerfeys,  and  took  the  field  about 
the  middle  of  that  month.  The 
enemy  were  now  in  a  ftrong  ftate 
of  defence.  Waihington’s  army, 
befides  the  advantages  it  derived 
frdm  the  inaccefiible  pods  which  it 
occupied,  was  become  more  confi- 
derable  as  to  number  and  force. 
Several  bodies  of  the  New-  England 
troops,  under  the  Generals  Gates, 
•Parfons,  and  Arnold,  advanced  to 
the  borders  c/  the  North  River, 
where  they  were  ready  to  pafs  over 
to  the  Jerfeys,  whenever  opportu¬ 
nity  invited  their  aSlion,  or  the 
necefiity  of  their  friends  demanded 
their  aififtance.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  Jerfey  militia  afiembled  from 
every  quarter  with  the  greateft  ala¬ 
crity,  fo  that  in  every  pofition  it 
took,  and  motion  it  made,  the 
army  was  watched  and  environed 
by  enemies. 

The  General  left  nothing  un¬ 
tried  that  could  provoke  Walhing- 
ton  to  an  engagement,  nor  no 
meafure  unefiayed  that  could  in¬ 
duce  him  to  quit  his  pofition.  He 
pufhed  on  detachments ;  and  made 
movements,  as  if  he  intended  to 
pafs  him,  and  advance  to  the  De^ 
Jaware.  This  manoeuvre  proving 
ineffedlual,  he  advanced  in  the 
front  Gf  his  lines,  where  1^  con¬ 
tinued  for  four  days,  exploring  the 
approaches  to  his  camp,  and  accu¬ 
rately  examining  the  fituation  of 
bis  polls,  hoping  that  forae  weak 
or  unguarded  part  might  be  found, 
»pon  which  an  attack  could  be 
^attired  with  a  probability  pf  fac;- 


F  EUROPE; 

cefs,  or  that,  in  the  nearnefs  ot 
the  armies,  chance,  inadvertence, 
impatience,  or  error,  might  occa- 
fion  fome  movement,  or  be  pro- 
dudliveof  fome  circumftance,  which, 
would  open  the  way  to  a  general 
engagement.  All  thefe  hopes  were 
frullrated.  ,  Wafhington  knew  the 
full  value  of  his  fituation.  As  he 
had  too  much  temper  to  be  pro¬ 
voked  or  furprized,  into  a  dere¬ 
liction  of  his  advantages,  fo  he  had 
too  much  penetration  to  lofe  them, 
by  circumvention  or  Height.  And 
he  had  too  long  profited  of  that 
rule  pf  conduct  from  which  he  had 
not  once  hitherto  deviated  during 
the  courfe  of  the  troubles,  of  never 
committing  the  fortune  of  -Ame¬ 
rica  to  the  hazard  of  a  fingle  ac¬ 
tion,  to  depart  from,  it  upon  this 
occalion,  when  it  was  not  even  de¬ 
manded  by  any  urgent  Decefiity, 

Sir  William  Howe  did  not  yet 
feem  to  have  abandoned  his  de- 
fign,  of  enticing  Wafhington  to 
quit  his  failnefles.  He 
fuddenly retreated,  and  ^ 

not  without  fome  apparent  marks 
of  precipitation,  from  his  pofitiorl 
in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  and 
withdrawing  his  troops  from  Brunf- 
wick,  returned  with  the  whole  ar¬ 
my  towards  Amboy,  Jf  the  Ge- 
nerars  defign  was  w'hat  we  have 
fuppofed,  this  movement  produced 
all  the  immediate  efteCl  which  he 
could  have  expeCled.  The  army 
was  eagerly  purfued  by  feveral  - 
large  bodies  of  the  American  re¬ 
gular  forces  as  w'ell  as  of  the  Jer¬ 
fey  militia,  under  the  command  of 
the  Generals  Maxwei,  Lord  Sterl¬ 
ing,  and  Conway,;  the  latter  of 
whom  was  a  Colonel  of  the  Irifh 
Brigade,  and  one  of  that  numerous 
train  of  officers  in  the  French  fer- 
vicc,  who  had  taken  an  aClive  part 
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Great  Britain  in  this  un¬ 
happy  civil  war. 

Such  trifling  advantages  as  the 
bed;  regulated  retreat  mull  afford  to 
the  puiTuers,  a«d  fotne  exceffes 
committed,  perhaps  with  a  view  to 
the  general  defign,  by  the  retiring 
foldiers,  ferved  to  increalc  the  ar¬ 
dour,  and  inflame  the  pafTions  of 
the  Americans.  The  meafures 
which  the  General  immediately 
adopted  at  Amboy  completed  the 
delufion.  The  bridge  which  was 
intended  for  the  Delaware,  was 
thrown  over  the  channel  which 
feparates  the  Continent  from  Sta¬ 
ten  Ifland.  The  heavy  baggage, 
and  all  the  incumbrances  of  the 
army,  were  paffed  over.  Some  ol 
the  troops  followed,  and  every 
thing  v.^as  in  immediate  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  paffage  of  the  rell  of 
the  army.  By  thefe  judicious  mca- 
fures,  if  the  immediate  defign 
failed  of  effecl,  every  thing  was 
forwarded  as  much  as  it  could  be 
for  the  intended  embarkation  ;  a 
meafure  of  which  the  x-\raericaas 
had  as  yet  no  knowledge. 

Every  thing  concurred,  along 
with  the  vanity  natural  to  man¬ 
kind,  in  inducing  the  Americans 
to  believe,  that  this  retreat  was  not 
only  real,  but  that  it  proceeded 
from  a  knowledge  of  their  fuperi- 
ority,  and  a  dread  of  their  power: 
Even  Walhington  himfelf,  with  all 
his  caution  and  penetration,  w'as  fo 
far  impofed  upon  by  this  feint, 
that  he  quitted  his  fecure  pofts  up¬ 
on  the  Kills,  and  advanced  to  a 
place  called  Quibble  tow’n,  to  be 
the  ne:;irer  at  hand  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  or  fupport  of  his  advanced 
parties. 

The  Britifh  General  lofl;  no  time 
in  endeavouring  to  profit  of  thofe 
,  circumflanccs.  Ke  imme- 
diately  marched  the  army 


back  by  different  routs,  and  with 
great  expedition,  from  Amboy. 
Ele  had  three  objedls  in  \iew.  I'o 
cut  off  fome  of  the  principal  ad¬ 
vanced  parties  ;  to  come  up  with, 
and  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engage¬ 
ment  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Quibbietovvn  ;  or,  if  this  defign, 
throaoh  the  celerity  of  the  enemy, 
failed'^’in  the  effedl,  it  was  intended 
that  Lord  Cornw^allis,  who,  with 
his  column,  was  to  take  a  confi- 
derable  circuit  to  the  right,  fliould, 
by  turning  the  enemy’s  left,,  take 
pofieffion  of  fome  paffes  in  the 
mountains,  which,  by  their  fitua- 
tion  and  command  of  ground, 
would  have  reduced  them  to  a  ne- 
cefiity  of  abandoning  that  ftrorig 
camp,  which  had  hitherto  afforded 
them  fo  advantageous  alecurity. 
Lord  Cornwallis  having  difperfed 
the  fmaller  advanced  parties  of  the 
enemy,  fell  in  at  length  with  Lord 
Sterling,  who  with  about  3000 
men,  flrongly  poflcd  in  a  woody 
country,  and  well  covered  by  ar¬ 
tillery  judicioully  difpofed,  not 
only  lay  full  in  his  way,  but  (hewed 
a  determination  to  difputehis  paf- 
fage  with  vigour  and  firmnefs. 
The  ardour  excited  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  by  an  emulation  between 
the  Britlih  and  Eleffian  troops  was 
confpicuous  and  irrefiflible.  All 
obftacles  gave  way  to  their  impe- 
tuofity  in  preffing  forward,  to  try 
w'ho  Ihould  obtain  the  honour  of 
firlt  coming  to  a  clofe  engagement 
with  the  enemy.  The  party  of 
Americans  firll  attacked,  unable 
to  withftand  the  fiiock,  were  foon 
routed  on  all  fides,  having  fuf- 
tained,  befides  no  inconfiderable 
lofs  in  men,  that  of  three  pieces  of 
brafs  ordnance,  which  were  taken 
by  the  Britifh  Guards,  and  the 
Heffian  grenadiers.  The  purfuit 
was  continued  as  far  as  Weflfield, 

but 
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bet  the  woods,  and  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  weather,  prevented  its 
elFecl.  . 

In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  foon  perceived,  and  as 
fpeedily  remedied  his  error,  by 
withdrawing  his  army  from  the 
plains,  and  again  recovering  his 
flrong  camp  on  the  hills.  At  the 
fame  time,  penetrating  into  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  further  deiign,  he  fe- 
cured  thofe  paffes  the  mountains, 
the  pofleffion  of  which  by  the  Bri- 
tiOi  troops,  would  have  expofed 
him  to  the  neceffity  of  a  critical 
change  of  pofition,  which  could' 
BOt  have  been  executed  without 
danoe'r, 

o 

Thus  was  this,  apparently,  well 
conGCFted'fcliGme  of  bringing  the 
enemg  to  an  action,  or  'at  lea'ft. 
of  withdrawing  them  from  their 
Uroing'holds,  rendered  abortive,  by 
the  caution  and  prudence  of  Gen. 

A 

WaBiington.  Sir  William  Howe 
/  was  now  convinced,  that  he  was 
too* firmly  attached  to  his  defenfive 
jylaft  of  Gbndufling  the  war,  to  be 
indoced  by  any  means,  other  than 
by  fpme  very  clear  and  decided  ad- 
varrtisge,'  to  hazard  a  general  en¬ 
gagement.  'Nothing  then  remained 
to  be*  done  in  the  Jerfeys.  To  ad¬ 
vance  fO  the  Delaware,  through  a 
cohntry  entirely  holtile,  and  with 
fu'ehT;^  fbrco  in  his  rear,-  appeared 
to  the  Britifli  commanders  no  bet¬ 
ter  than- madnefs.  All  delay  was 
therefore  not  only  fruitlefs,  but  a 
wafte  of  that  time  and  feafon, 
which  might  be  employed  to  great 
advantage'elfewhere.  The  Gene¬ 
ral  accoidingly  returned  with  the 
army  to  Amboy,  on  the  fecond  day 
from  its  departure  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  paired  it  over  on  the  next 
10  Staten  Idand,  from  whence  the 


embarkation  was  intended  to  taktf 
place. 

The  preparations  for  this  grand 
expedition  excited  a  general  alarm 
throughout  the  Continent,  Bofion, 
the  North  River,  the  Delaware, 
Chefapeak-Bay,  and  even  Charles- 
Town,  were  alternately  held  to  be 
its  objefis. .  General  Wafhington, 
in  purfuance  of  the  intelligence, 
which  he  continually  received  from 
New-York,  and  the  other  .Iflands, 
was  confiantly  difpatching  expreffes 
to  put  thofe  places  upon  their  • 
guard,  againfi  which,  from  imme¬ 
diate  information,  lie  fuppofed  for 
the  time  the  llorni  to  be  dire.dled,  . 
It  was  one  of  the  manifell  advan¬ 
tages  of  proceeding  by  Tea,  that  it 
was  impolTible  for  Wafhington  di- 
reflly  to  know  where  the  .fiorm 
would  fall.  He  mull:  .therefore 
keep  his  pofition  ;  and  the  King’s 
army  mull  neceiTarily  make'a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  towards  its  ob- 
jedl,  before'  he  could  be  in  a  condi¬ 


tion  to  Tefill:  them ;  and  fuch  a  pro- 
grefs  would  not  leave  him  that 
choice  of  pelts,  by  which  hirherta 
he  had  avoided  a  general  aftion. 

During  the  celiation  procured  by 
preparation  on  the  one  fide,  and 
apprehenfion  on  the  other,  a  fpi- 
rited  adventure  on  the  fide  of 
Rhode  Wand,  not  only  retaliated 
the  furprize  of  Gen.  Lee,  but 
feemed  to  procure  an  indemnifi¬ 
cation  for  his  perfon.  Col.  Bar¬ 
ton,  a  Provincial,  with  feverat 
other  officers  and  volunteers,  palTed 
by  night  from  Provi-  -r  i  i 
fence  to  Rhode  Mand, 
and  though  they  had  a  long  paf- 
fage  by  water,  they  eluded  the 
watchfulnefs  of  the  ffiips  of  war 
and  guard  boats  which  lurrounded 
the  illand,  and  condudled  their  en- 

terpriss® 
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terprize  with  fuch  filence,  bold- 
rxefs,  and  dexterity,  that  they  fur- 
prized  Gen.  PrefcQt,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  chief,  in  his  quarters, 
and  brought  him  and  his  Aid-de- 
Camp,  through  all  thofe  perils, 
fafe  to  the  Continent.  This  little 
adventure  produced  much  exulta¬ 
tion  on  the  one  fide,  and  more  re¬ 
gret  than  it  feemed  to  deferve  on 
the  other,  from  the  influence-which 
it  miifl  necedarily  have  oil 'tile  de- 
ftination  of  Gen.  Lee;  It  was, 
however,  particularly  galling  arid 
'grievous  to  Gen.  Prefcot,  who  not 
long  before  had  carried  matters  to 
fuch  a  length,  as  to  fet  a  price 
UDon  Arnold,  and  offer  a  reward 
for  taking  his  perfon,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  Common  out-law  or  robber  ; 
an  infult  which  Arnold  immedi¬ 
ately  returned,  by  fetting  an  infe¬ 
rior  price  upon  the  General’s  per¬ 
fon. 

Some  time  previous  to  thefe 
tranfaflions,  the  Congrefs  had 
found  it  neceffary  to  advance  the 
rate  of  interell  upon  the  large  loan 
which  they  propofed  for  the  fer- 
vice  and  upon  the  credit  of  the 
united  Provinces,  from  four,  which 
was  firil  offered,  to  fix  per  cent. 
As  a  teftimoriyof  public  gratitude, 
and  a  future  incitement  to,  what 
they  confidered  or  held  out,  as 
virtue  and  patriotifm,  they  order¬ 
ed,  that  a  monument  fhould  be 
ereded  at  Bollon,  in  honour  of 
Major  General  Warren,  who  com¬ 
manded  and  fell  in  tjie  engage¬ 
ment  at  Bunker’s  Hill,  and  ano¬ 
ther  in  Virginia,  in  honour  of 
Brigadier  General  Mercer,  who 
was  flain  in  the  adion  near  Prince 
Town  ;  the  refolution  conveying 
In  a  very  few  words,  the  higheft 
eulogium  on  the  charafter  and  me¬ 
rits  ef  the  deceafed.  They  like- 


wofe  decreed,  that  theeldeft  fon  of 
the  former  6 f  thefe  gentlenricri,  and 
the  youngeft  fon  of  the  latter, 
fliould  be»educated  at  the  expence 
of  the  United  States.  As  Mercer 
had  a  good  landed  eftatc,- the, pro¬ 
priety  of  adopting  his  youngeft  fon 
as  the  child  of  the  public  is  ob¬ 
vious. 

Notv^ithftanding  the  prepara¬ 
tions  that  had  already  been  mada 
for  the  embarkation,  and  the  af- 
fi fiance  afforded  by  the  crews  of 
near  300  veffels,  yet  fuch  are  the 
uno  voidable -delays  incident  to  fuch 
operations  when  at  all  extenfive, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  23d  of 
July  that  the  fleet  and  army  were 
able  to  depart  from  Sandy  Hook. 
In  order  more  effedlually  to  per¬ 
plex  and  deceive  the  enemy,  the 
General  ordered  fome  traniports, 
with  a  fhip  cut  down  to  aft  as  a 
floating  battery,  up  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  a  little  before  the  embarkation' 
was  completed  ;  a  feint  which  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  induce  Wafli- 
ington  to  detach  a  confiderable 
body  of  his  army  acrofs  that  river. 

The  force  that  embarked  upon 
the  expedition  confided  of  36  Bri- 
tifh  and  Hefiian  battalions,  includ¬ 
ing  the  light  infantry  and  grena¬ 
diers,  with  a  powerful  artiUery,  a 
New- York  corps  called  the  Queen’s 
Rangers,  and  a  regiment  of  light 
horfe.  Seventeen  battalions,  with 
a  regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  new  Provincial 
corps,  were  left  for  the  proteftion 
of  Nevv-York  and  the  adjoining 
iflands.  Rhode  Ifland  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  feven  battalions.  So  much 
was  the  aftive  force  of  the  army 
reftrained,  by  the  pofleffion,  which 
it  was,  however,  indirpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  to  hold,  of  thefe  important 
polls.  It  is  faid,  that  the  General 

intended 
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intended  to  have  taken  a  greater 
force  with  him  upon  the  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  but  that  upon  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  Gen.  Clinton,  who  was 
to  command  in  his  abfencc,  of  the 
danger  to  which  the  iflands  v»/ou]d 
be  expoled,  from  the  extenfivenefs 
of  their  coafts,  and  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  polls  that  were  neceffarily  to 
be  maintained,  he  acknowledged 
the  force  of  thefe  arguments  by 
rel^nding  feveral  regiments. 

V/hilll  both  Gen.  Wafhington 
and  the  Congrefs  were  fufficiently 
engaged,  by  their  attention  to  the 
movements,  and  apprehenfion  of. 
the  defigns,  of  the  powerful  fleet 
and  army  which  was  conducted  by 
the  brother  Generals  and  Com- 
miflioners,  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
General  Burgoyne  on  the  flde  of 
the  Lakes,  and  the  unaccountable 
condudb. of  their  own  commanders 
in  abandoning  Ticonderoga  j  were 
events  fo  alarming  and  uneXpedled, 
that  they  could  not  fail  to  perplex 
their  counfels,  and  connderably  to 
impede  their  defenfive  preparations 
in  other  parts.  The  Congrefs  be¬ 
haved  with  firmnefs  in  thL  exigen¬ 
cy,  They  immediately  ilTued  or¬ 
ders  for  a  rec.al  to  head  quarters, 
and  an  enquiry  into  the  condudl  of 
the  general  officers  who  had  aban¬ 
doned  Ticonderoga ;  they  diredled 
Wafhington  to  appoint  other  com¬ 
manders  ;  and  they  hkewiie  di- 
redled  him  to  fummon  fuch  num¬ 
bers  of  the  militia  from  the  eaflern 
and  central  provinces  for  the  nor¬ 
thern  fervice,  as  he  fhould  deem 
fufficient  for  retraining  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  enemy. 

The  voyage  was  far  from  beirig 
favourable  to  the  fleet  and  army, 
engaged  on  the  expedition.  It 
coft  them  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes 
«jf  Dcla',YarSc  The  informatior* 
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which  the  commanders  recelveil 
there,  of  the  meafures  taken  by 
the  enemy  for  rendering  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  that  river  imprafticable, 
aiTorded  fo  little  encouragement  to 
the  profecution  of  their  defign  by 
that  way,  that  it  was  given  up,  and 
a  paflage  by  Chcfapeak  Bay,  to 
that  part  of  Maryland  which  lies 
to  the  Ball  of  that  vail  inlet,  and 
not  at  a  very  great  diftance  to  the 
South-Weft  of  Philadelphia,  was 
adopted  in  its  place,  as  prefenting 
fewer  obftacles  to  their  operations. 
The  winds  were  fo  contrary  in  this 
part  of  the  voyage,  that  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  Auguft  was  turned  before 
they  entered  Chefapeak^  Bay  ;  a 
circumftance  highly  inconvenient 
and  irkfome  in  that  hot  feafon  of 
the  year,  with  fo  great  a  number 
of  men  and  horfes  crowded  and 
cooped  up  in  the  velTels ;  but 
which  mull  have  been  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  if 
the  foreflght  of  the  commanders 
had  not  guarded  again  ft  every  event 
by  the  unbounded  provifion  they 
had  made  for  the  voyage,  as  a  fai¬ 
lure  in  any  one  article,  even  that 
of  water,  would  have  been  proba¬ 
bly  irremediable. 

The  winds  fortunately  proved 
fair  in  the  Bay,  fo  that  the  fleet 
gained  the  mouth  of  the  River  Elk 
near  its  extremity,  in  fafety,  through 
a  moft  intricate  and  dangerous  na¬ 
vigation  for  fuch  a  multitude  of 
veffiels,  in  which  the  Admiral  per¬ 
formed  the  different  parts  of  a 
commander^  inferior  ofliceri  and 
pilot,  with  his  ufual  ability  and 
perfeverance.  Having  proceeded 
up  the  Elk  as  far  as  it  was  capable 
of  admitting  their  paffage,  the  ar¬ 
my  was  at  length  relieved  from  its 
long  and  tirefome  conflnement  ori 
board  the  tranfports,^  being  landed 
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tv’uhout  any  oppofition  at  Elk  Fer¬ 
ry,  in  a  degree  of  health  and  con¬ 
dition  which  could  fcarcely  have 
been  expelled,  on  the  25  th  of  Au- 
guil.  Whim  one  part  of  the  army 
advanced  to  the  head  of  Elk,  the 
other  continued  at  the  landing 
place,  to  protedt  and  forward  the 
artillery,  hores,  and  neceflary  pro- 
vifions,  the  General  not  permitting 
the  troops  to  be  much  incumbered 
with  baggage  ;  indeed  the  fcarcity 
of  carriage  rendered  even  a  great 
abridgment  in  the  article  of  tents 
neceffary. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  with  the  army  from  the 
Jerfeys,  had  returned  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Philadelphia,  and  upon 
advice  of  the  defeent  at  Elk,  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Brandywine  Creek, 
or  River,  which,  crofllng  the  coun¬ 
try  about  half  way  to  that  city, 
fails  into  the  Delaware.  Their 
force,  including  the  militia,  a- 
inounted  to  15,000  men,  which 
was  probably  about  the  number, 
making  the  necelTary  allowance 
for  polts  and  communications,  that 
the  royal  army  could  bring  into 
adion. 

Sir  William  Howe,  in  order  to 
quiet  and  conciliate  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  Penlyjvania,  the  De¬ 
laware  Counties,  and  the  adjacent 
parts  of  Maryland,  and  to  prevent 
a  total  defertion  and  defolation  of 
the  country  in  the  front  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  publilhed  a  declaration,  in 
which  he  proinifed,  that  the  Itridt- 
eft  regularity,  good  order  and  dif- 
cipline,  fliould  be  obferved  by  the 
army,  and,  the  moil:  perfect  fecurity 
and  effedlual  protection  afforded  to 
all  his  Majefty’s  peaceable  and  well 
difpofed  lubjcCls ;  extending  at  the 
fame  time  this  fecurity  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  fuch  per fons,  who  not  hav* 
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ing  been  guilty  of  alTuming  legi- 
Bative  or  judicial  authority,  might 
otherwife  have  aClcd  illegally  in 
fubordinate  Eations,  upon  the  pro- 
viEon  of  their  immediate  return  to 
their  habitations,  and  peaceable 
demeanor  for  the  future.  He  alfo 
offered  a  free  and  general  pardon  to 
all  officers  and  foldiers  in  arms, 
who  ffiould  furrender  themfelves  to 
the  royal  army. 

It  was  not  till  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  that  the  army  was  enabled  to 
quit  the  head  of  Elk,  and  purfue 
its  courfe  towards  Philadelphia. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  had 
advancedfrom  the  Brandywine,  and 
taken  poft  on  Red  Clay  Creek, 
from  whence  they  pulhed  detach¬ 
ments  forward,  to  occupy  difficult 
pofts  in  the  woods,  and  to  inter¬ 
rupt,  by  continual  Ikirmifhes,  the 
line  of  march.  As  the  country 
was  difficult,  woody,  and  not 
well  known,  and  that  the  geniu« 
of  the  enemy  lay  to  profit  of  fuch 
circumftances,  the  General  advan¬ 
ced  fiowly,  and  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  caution.  He  was  from  necef- 
fity,  as  well  as  difpofition,  fparing 
of  his  troops.  Recruits  were  brought 
from  a  prodigious  difiance,  and 
procured  with  difiiculty  even  at  the 
fource.  Every  man  killed,  wound¬ 
ed,  or  taken,  was  to  him  an  irre¬ 
parable  lofs,  and  fo  far  as  it  went; 
an  incurable  weakening  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  for  the  prefen t  year  at  leaf!. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  enemy 
were  at  home.  Every  lofs  they 
fuffered  was  not  only  immediately 
repaired,  but  the  military  ability 
of  the  furvivors  was  increafed  by 
every  deEruCtion  of  their  fellow^. 

This  caution  could  not,  how¬ 
ever,  prevent  fome  fkirmiEies,  in 
which  the  royal  forces  were  almoE 
always  vi^orious,  It  docs  not  ap¬ 
pear 
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.|5ear  that  the: Americans  made  all 
'the  .ufe  that  might  be  expetled 
rCf  the  advantages  which  the  coun¬ 
try  afforded  for  harraffing  and  im- 
.peding  the  progrefs  '  of  the  Britilh 
•army.  After,  feveral  movemerits 
on  both  fides,  the  enemy  retired 
beyond  the  Brandywine,  where 
they  took  poffeffiort  of  the  heights, 
nnd  covered  the  fords,  with  an  evi¬ 
dent  intention  of  difputing  thepaf- 
fage  of  that  river 

in  this  htuation  the  Britilh  army, 
„  .1.  day  break,  advanced 

^  ^  '  in  two  columns  towards 

the  enemy.  The  right,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Knyphaufen, 
inarched  diredlly  to  Chad’s  Ford, 
which  lay  in  the  center  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line,  where  they  expeded, 
and  were  prepared  for  the  principal 
attack  ;  their  right  and  left  cover¬ 
ing  other  lefs  pradicable  fords  and 
paffages  for  fome  miles  on  either 
hand.  '  A  heavy  cannonade  com¬ 
menced  on  both  £des  about  ten 
o’clock,  which  was  well  fupported 
during  the  day,  whilil  the  General, 
to  amufe  and  deceive  the  enemy, 
made  repeated  difpofitions  for  forc¬ 
ing  the  Ford,,  the  pailage  of  the 
River  feeming  to  be  his  immediate 
and  determined  .objedl.  To  im¬ 
pede  or  fruilrate  this  dehgn,  they 
had  paffed  feveral  detachments  to 
the  other  fide,,  who,  after  a  courfe 
of  Ikirmiilies,  fometimes  advanc¬ 
ing,  and  at  others  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire,  were  at  length  finally,  with 
an  eager  purfuit,  driven  over  the 
River.  Thus  the  noife  and  fem- 
blance  of  a  battle  was  held  up, 
and  the  expeflation  kept  continu¬ 
ally  alive  to  the  mofl  immediate 
and  decifive  confequences. 

Whilft  the  attention  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  was  thus  fully  occupied  in 
t-he  neighbourhood  of  Chad’s  Ford, 
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and  that  they  fuppofed  the  whole 
royal  force  was  in  their  front.  Lord 
.Cornwallis,  at  the.  head  of  the  fe- 
cond  column,  took  a  long  circui¬ 
tous  march  to  the  left,  until  he 
gained  the  Forks  of  the  Brandy¬ 
wine,  where  the  divifion  of  the 
river  rendered  it  of  courfe.  more 
practicable.  By  this  very  judicious 
movement,  his-  Lordihip  paffed 
both  branches  of  the  river  at 
Trimbles’  and  at  Jeffery’s  Ford, 
.-without  .  oppofition  or  difficulty, 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  then  turning  ffiort  down  the 
river,  took  the  road  to  Dilworth, 
■in  order  to  fall  upon  the  enemy’s 
right.  ,, 

General  Walhington  having, 
however,  received  intelligence  of 
.this  movement  abqut  noon,  endea¬ 
voured,  as  well  as, he  could,  to  pro¬ 
vide  agaiufi  its  effeCt,  by  detaching 
General  Suiiivaa,  with  aihhe  force 
he  could  venture  to  withdraw  from 
the  main  body,  to  oppofe  Lord 
Cornwallis.  Sullivan,  fhewed  a 
confiderable  fhare  of  judgment  and 
ability  in  the  execution  of  this 
commifiion.  He  took  a  very  Brong 
pofitionon  thecommandinggroonds 
above  Birmingham,  church,  with 
his  left  extending  towards  the 
Brandywine,  his  artillery  advan- 
tageoufly  difpofed,  and  bothilanks 
covered  with  very  thick  woods. 

As  this  difpofition  obliged  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  form  a  line  ot  battle, 
it  was  about  four  o’clock  before  ths 
aftion  began.  Neither  the  good 
difpofition  of  the  enemy,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  fituation,  nor  a  heavy 
and  well  fupported  fire  of  fmali 
arms  and  artillery,  were  at  all  fuf- 
ficient  to  reibain  the  impetuofity 
of  the  Britifh  and  HeiTian  troops^ 
The  light  infantry,  chafieurs,  gre¬ 
nadiers,  and  guards,  ru thing  on 

through 
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through  all  obllacics  and  dangers, 
d^ove  the  enemy,  in  fpitc  of  all 
their  efforts,  though  not  without  a 

r(  •  «  .  • 

pinted  oppofition,  from  their 
polls,  and  purfued  them  pellmell 
into  the  woods  on  their  fear.  In 
the  me'^n  time,  a  part  of  the  cne- 
rhy’s  right,  which  had  not  been 
broken,  took  a  fecond  llrong  pcfi- 
tion  in  a  wood  on  the  fame  fide, 
from  whence,  after  fome  confider- 
able  refinance,  they  were  diflodged 
and  purfued  by  detachments  from 
the  fecond  line. 

Several  bodies  pf  the  troops  that 
were  fril  engaged,  got  fo  deeply 
entangled  in  the  woods  through  the 
eagernefsof  purfuit,  that  they  were 
liot  able  to  rejoin  the  army  before 
night.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the 
main  and  collefled  body  continued 
advancing,  they  came  upon  a 
corps  of  the  enemy  which  Had  not 
yet  been  engaged,  and  which  had 
taken  pofTeflion  of  a  frong  poll,  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  defeated 
wing  of  their  army.  /A  very  warm 
e’ngagement  now  enfued,  and  this 
poll  was  fo  vigoroufly  defended, 
that  it  was  forhe  time  after  dark 
before  it  could  be  forced.  The 
darknefs,  the  uncertainty  of  the 
ground,  of  General  Knyphaiifen’s 
fituation,  together  with  the  ex¬ 
treme  fatigue  vvhich  the  troops  had 
undergone,  in  a  long  march  and 
fevere  action,  which  had  fcarcely 
admitted  of  the  fmalleil;  refpite 
during  the  whole  cQurfeofthe  day, 
all  concurred  in  preventing  the 
army  from  purfiiing  its  advantages 
any  farther. 

General  Knyphaufen,  after  fuc- 
cefsfully  amufing  the  enemy  all  day 
ivith  the  app'rehenfion  of  an  attack 
which  he  did  not  intend,  made  his 
j)afrage  good  in  the  evening,  when 
lie  found  that  they  were  already 
VoL.  XX. 


deeply  engaged  on  the  right.  He 
carried  the  entrenchment,  and  took 
the  battery  and  cannon,  which  de¬ 
fended  and  covered  Chad’s  Ford. 
At  this  infant,  the  approach  of 
fome  of  the  Britifi  troops,  who 
had  been  entangled  in,  and  had 
penetrated  through  the  woods! 
threw  the  enemy  into  luch  a  con- 
llernation,  that  an  immediate  re¬ 
treat,  or  rather  fight,  took  place 
in  all  parts.  The  latenefs  and 
darknefs  of  the  evening,  prevented 
a  purfuit  here,  as  it  had  done  oil 
the  right. 

A  few  hours  more  daylight, 
would  have  been  undoubtedly  pro- 
dudive  of  a  total  and  ruinous  de¬ 
feat  to  the  Americans. 

A  part  of  their  troops,  among 
whom  were  particularly  numbered 
fome  of  the  Virginia  regiments, 
and  the  whole  corps  of  artillery, 
behaved  exceedingly  well  in  fome 
of  the  adlions  of  this  day,  exhi¬ 
biting  a  degree  of  order,  hrmnefs, 
and  refolution,  and  prefefving  fuck 
a  countenance  in  extremely  fharp 
fervice,  as  would  not  have  difere- 
clited  veterans.  Some  other  bodies 
of  their  troops  behaved  very  badly. 
Their  lofs  was  very  confiderable, 
which  probably  was  the  caufe  that 
it  was  not  particularly  fpecified  in 
their  own  accounts.  In  the  Ga¬ 
zette  it  was  computed,  at  about; 
300  killed,  600  wounded,  and 
near  400  taken  prifoners.  They 
alfo  lof  ten  fmall  field  pieces,  and 
a  how'itzer,  of  which  all,  but  one, 
were  brafs. 

The  lofs  in  the  royal  army  wa? 
not  in  proportion,  being  fome- 
thing  under  five  hundred,  of  whicli 
the  fain  did  not  amount  to  one 
fifth.  The  officers  foffe red  confi- 
derably,  efpecially  in  wounded, 
though  no  one  oThijgher  rank  than! 
[/J  a  Cap- 
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a  captain  was  killed.  The  enemy 
retreated  firfl  to  Chefter,  and  on 
the  next  day  to  Philadelphia.  The 
vidorious  army  lay  that  night  on 
the  field  of  battle. 

Wafhington,  fo  far  as  we;  can 
jndge  at  this  diftance,  fceins  to  have 
been  more  out-generalled  in  this 
amon,  than  any  other  fjnce  the 
Beginning  of  the  war.  This  con- 
clufion  is  noty.  however,  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  efiabliihed  ;  as  we  are 
fenfible  that  it  may  well  be  quef- 
tioned,  from  the  premifes  even  be¬ 
fore  us.  The  defence  of  fuch  a 
length  of  river,  interfered  with 
fords,  and  fome  at  remote  diftances, 
was  undoubtedly  impradiicable.  if 
k  be  aiked  then  why  the  attempt 
Was  made,  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  his. great  objedl  was  to  harrafs, 
Sind  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the 
royal  army  to  Philadelphia,  by 
every  polfible  means,  which  did 
not  involve  his  own  in  the  rifqne 
of  a-  general  engagement,  that' 
even  a  faperior  lols  of  men,  was 
hot  to  be  coniidered  by  him,  to 
whom'perbaps  it  was- necelTarv  to 
learn,  even  by  a  danoerous  exes- 
nment,  the  improvement  and  hate 
of  his  own  troops.  Kis  choice  of 
^  poll  on  the  Brandywine,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  thoie  more  defenfible 
that  were  nearer  to  Philadelphia, 
lias  been  ccnfured  ;  but  hovv  far 
this  choice  was  altogether  in  his 
power  dues  not  fully  appear.  And, 
however  deficient  he  was  in  point 
of  intelligence,  with  refpeatoLord 
^Cornwallis’s  movement,  he  fee  wed 
great  ability  in  his  endeavours  to 
remedy  that  negligence,  by  the 
prompt  and  judicious  meafures 
which  he  took  to  cover  his  right. 
Whatever  the  merits  or  demerits 
were  on  this  fide  of  the  queftion,  it 
muh  be  acknowledged,  that  the 


movements  of  the  royal  army  weret 
judicious  and  mafterly.- 

The  prefen t  unhappy  conteft  was- 
fo  interefling  to  foreigners,  and 
rendered  America  fo  confpicuous  a 
theatre  of  adlioa,  that  it  drew  bold 
and  enterprising  fpirits,.  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  Europe,  either 
merely  in  fearch  of  glory  and  rank^ 
or  to  acquire  military  experience 
and  improvement.^.  Among  the- 
numerous  infeances  of  this  nature 
which  might  be  given,  a  few  are 
neceilary,  and  will  be  fufficient. 
The  Marquis  de  la>  Fayette,  a 
young  French  nobleman,  of  the 
iirfi:  rank,  and  of  large  fortune,, 
was  fo  carried  away  by  this  enthu- 
fiafim,  as  to  purchafe  and  freight  a 
feip  with  military  ilores  (in  which,, 
he  embarked  with  feveral  of  his 
friends)  for  the  fervice  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  ;  he  bore  a  command,  and 
was  wounded  in  this  adtion.  The 
Baron  St.-  Ovary,  another  French 
volunteer,  for  whcfe  releafe  the 
Congrefs  feewed  a  particular  at¬ 
tention,  was  foon  after  made  apri- 
foner.  De  Coudry,  a  French  Ge¬ 
neral,  was  about  this  time  drowned 
in  the  Schuylkill,  through  his  ea- 
gernefs  to  come  in  time  into  adtion. 
Roche  de  Fermoy,  was  a  member 
of  the  council  of  war,  who  had 
figned  the  refolution  for  abandon-* 
ing  Ticonderoga.  Pulawiki,  a  no-^ 
ble  Pole,  commanded  a  detachment 
of  Amerkan  light- horfe  in  the 
adtion  of  the  Brandywine.  Count 
Graboufeie,  another  Folife  noble¬ 
man,  was  about  the  fame  time: 
killed  on  the  North  River,  exhD 
biting  great  intrepidity  on  the  Bri- 
tife  fide,  and  bellowing  his  lall 
breath  in  encomiums  on  the  un¬ 
daunted  courage  difplayed  by  the 
partners  of  his  danger,  and  wit- 
neffes  of  his  falL 

ll 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [13* 


tt  IS  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
battle  of  the  Brandywine,  the  rebel 
forces  were  met  in  the  open  field, 
and  with  no  very  great  advantage 
of  fituation.  A  victory  was  clearly 
obtained  over  them  ;  but  it  was 
not  of  that  final  and  decifive  kind 
which  the  publick  had  expelled  as 
the  certain  confequence  of  fuch  a 
meeting.  People  rarely  confider 
how  much  trivial  and  accidental 
circumftances  render  all  things  of 
this  kind  extremely  uncertain, 
even  with  any  fuperiority  of  troops, 
or  goodnefs  of  generalfliip. 

Notwithftanding  the  viftory  of 
the  King’s  troops,  and  the  preci¬ 
pitate  flight  of  the  enemy,  the 
royal  army  proceeded  with  caution 
and  circumfpedion;  and  it  did  not 
feem  unnecefTary ;  for  the  rebels 
were  not  difheartened  ;  and  Mr. 
Walhington  exerted  himfelf  with 
ability  and  diligence  to  repair  his 
defeat.  The  army  was  ported  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Concord  and 
Afhetovvn,  whilll  a  detachment  was 
fent  to  feizeon  Wilmington,  which 
was  made  a  receptacle  for  the  fick 
and  wounded.  Upon  a  movement 
towards  Gortien,  the  General  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  upon  his  march, 
that  the  enemy  had  quitted  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  were  advanced  upon 
the  Lancarter  road,  a  few  miles 
above  that  place.  Upon  this  ad¬ 
vice,  he  took  fuch  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  bringing  them  to  an  im¬ 
mediate  engagement,  that  nothing 
but  the  event  which  followed  could 
have  fruftrated  his  defign.  Art 
exceflive  fall  of  rain,  which  over¬ 
took  both  armies  upon  their  march, 
and  which  continued  without  inter- 
;mirtiori'for  24  hours,  rendered  both 
Iparties  equally  and  totally  incapa- 
jble  of  adtiorii 

ia  the  courfe  of  a  number  of 


movements  on  both  fides  which 
took  place  for  fome  days  after,  and 
in  which  every  meafure  was  inef¬ 
fectually  uled,  to  involve  the  ene¬ 
my  in  fimilar  circumrtances  to  thofe 
which  they  had  fo  lately  and 
with  fuch  lofs  efcaped,  intelligence 
having  been  received,  that  Gene¬ 
ral  Wayne,  with  1500  men,  was 
lying  in  the  woods  upon  fome 
fcheme  of  enterprize,  in  the  rear^ 
and  at  no  great  dirtance  from  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Grey  was  detached  at  , 
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night,  with  two  regiments, 

and  a  body  of  light  infantry,  to 
furprize  that  corps.  That  General 
conducted  the  enterprize  with  equal 
ability  and  fuccefs  ;  and,  perhaps, 
in  emulation  of  a  remarkable  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  late  war  in  Germany, 
took  eifeClual  meafures  that  a  fingle 
fhot  rtiould  not  be  fired  in  the 
courfe  of  the  expedition,  and  that 
the  execution  fhould  only  be  done 
by  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Ia 
the  profecution  of  this  defign,  the 
enemy’s  out  ports  and  pickets  were 
completely  farprized  and  forced 
without  noife,  about  one  in  the 
morning,  and  the  troops  being 
guided  by  the  light  of  their  fires, 
rufhed  in  upon  the  encampment, 
where  a  fevere  and  filent  execution 
took  place,  about  300  being  killed 
or  wounded  upon  the  fpot,  and  a 
number  of  prifoners  taken  ;  the 
remainder  efcaping  by  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  and  fome  pru¬ 
dent  difpofitions  made  by  the  ofii- 
cer  who  commanded  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  with  the  lofs  of  the  greater 
part  of  their  baggage,  arms,  and 
ftores.  The  vigors,  in  this  brifli 
aCfion,  loll  only  a  captain  of  light 
infantry  and  three  private  men, 
with  about  the  fame  nurnbef 
wounded, 
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The  General  finding  that  the 
enemy  could  not  by  any  means  be 
brought  to  aftion,  and  that  they 
were  evidently  abandoning  even 
the  proiettion  of  the  capital,  rather 
than  hazard  that  final  decifion, 
made  fuch  movements  and  took 
fach  pofitions  as  gave  him  the 
command  of  the  Schuylkill,  and 
enabled  him,  at  length,  to  pafs  the 
army  over  that  river  without  oppo- 
fition.  There  being  nothing  now 
to  impede  his  progrefs,  the  army 
o  r  L  advanced  to  German- 
Sept.  3£th.  and  Lord  Corn- 

waliis,  on  the  next  morning,  took 
poffeffion  of  Philadelphia.  Thus 
was  the  rich  and  flouriihing  city  of 
Philadelphia,  the  capital  late  of 
the  mofi;  rifing  colony,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  mofi;  fingular  circum- 
ilances,  that  hiilory  can  give  any 
example  of,  and  the  feat  of  that 
general  congrefs  of  delegates,  who 
difpenfed  laws  and  government  to 
the  continent  of  North  America, 
reduced  without  oppofition,  and 
confeqtrendy  without  damage. 

This  circumfiance  was  more  for¬ 
tunate  than  had  been  expeded. 
For  it  was  generally  apprehended, 
and  had  been  even  fpoken  of  by 
themfelves  as  a  fettled  and  fixed 
determination,  to  defiroy  the  city, 
whenever  it  was  found  that  it  could 
be  no  longer  proteded,  rather 
than  fuifer  it  to  become  a  place  of 
arms,  and  the  center  of  operation 
to  the  Britilh  fleets  and  armies.  A 
number  of  the  Quakers,  and  fome 
other  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia,  to  the  amount  of 
nacre  than  twenty,  who  had  been 
juftly  confidered  as  flrongly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  royal  caufe,  and  vio¬ 
lently  inimical  to  the  prefent  ruling 
powers,  had  been  taken  into  cuN 
tody  upon  the  immediate  danger 
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of  an  invafioii.  Thefe  gentlemen 
pofitively  refufed  to  give  any  fe- 
curity  in  writing,  or  even  verbal 
atteflation,  of  attachment,  fub- 
miffion,  or  allegiance,  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  government,  or  of  not  hold¬ 
ing  a  correfpondence  with  thofe 
whom  they  reprefented  as  enemies. 
They  even  refufed  to  confine  them¬ 
felves  to  their  refpedive  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  boldly  appealing  to 
the  laws  forredrefs  and  fecurity  to 
their  perfons,  flrcngly  reproached 
thofe,  who  under  the  pretence  of 
afTerdng  and  protediing  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  fubjeft,  had  involved 
the  whole  continent  in  civil  war 
and  contention,  and  who  thus,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  mofi:  arbi¬ 
trary  and  tyrannical  manner,  de¬ 
prived  him  of  his  perfonal  liberty, 
and  of  every  fecurity  which  he  de¬ 
rived  from  the  laws.  They  were 
anfwered,  that  the  laws' themfelves, 
and  all  other  confiderations  mufi: 
give  way  to  the  public  fafety,  ia 
cafes  of  great  and  imminent  dan¬ 
ger ;  that  there  was  no  nevy  nor 
particular  hardfhip  in  the  prefent 
meafure,  which  was  jufiified  by  the 
prailice  of  all  ftates  in  fimilar  cir- 
cujmflances  ;  that  in  England,  in 
its  highell  date  of  freedom,  and 
under  its  happiefi:  governments, 
the  Habeas  Corpus  law  was  fu- 
fpended  in  cafes  of  internal  com¬ 
motion,  or  the  apprehenfion  of 
foreign  invaiion  ;  that  there,  fufpi- 
cion  only  was  a  fufiicient  ground 
for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  fub- 
jedl,  without  regard  to  rank,  qua¬ 
lity,  or  to  any  fecurity  he  might 
propbfe  to  give  for  his  peaceable 
demeanour;  but  that  their  lituation 
was  much  more  favourable  to  them¬ 
felves,  if  their  incorrigible  obfti-i 
nacy,  their  dangerous  defigns; 
againll  the  Hate,  and  their  mortali 

enmityt 
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enmity  to  the  governme-nt,  had  not 
precluded  them  from  its  benefit; 
they  were  not  retained  in  prifon 
merely  upon  fufpicion,  however 
Itrong  and  well  founded  that  was, 
and  however  jurtifiable  the  meafure 
would  be  upon  that  ground  only  ; 
it  was  iinmediate-ly  in  their  power 
to  return  in  the  moll  unreftrained 
liberty  to  their  habitations,  only 
by  complying  with  that  very  mo¬ 
derate  tell  of  their  principles  and 
condud  which  was  required,  and 
fhevv'ino-  that  obedience  to  g-overn- 

t>  _  ^  ^  o 

ment,  and  good  difpofition  to  the 
Hate,  which  every  member  of  fo- 
ciety  owed  to  the  community  to 
which  he  belonged,  as  a  return  for 
the  protection  which  he  received. 
But  that  as  they  denied  all  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  Hate,  they  of  courfe 
difclaimed  its  protection,  and  for¬ 
feited  all  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
fhip ;  whim  by  refufing  every  fe- 
curity  for  their  peaceable  demean¬ 
our,  they  could  only  be  confidered 
as  its  moll  dangerous  and  deter¬ 
mined  enemies.  As  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  were  unconquerable  in  their 
refolution  not  tofubmit  to  the  pro- 
pofed  tell,  they  were  all  fent  ofF 
to  Staunton,  in  Virginia,  as  a 
place  of  fecurity,  upon  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  royal  army. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Howe  had  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  the  fuccefs 
at  the  Brandywine,  and  the  deter¬ 
mined  progrefs  of  the  army  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  he  took  the  moil  fpeedy 
and  effectual  meafures  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  fleet  and  tranfports 
round  to  the  Delaware,  not  only 
to  be  at  hand  to  concur  in  the 
active  operations  of  the  campaign, 
but  to  fupply  the  armv  with  thofe 
provifions,  ftores,  and  neceffaries, 
which  he  knew,  muft  by  that  time 
have  been  indifpenfably  neceffary. 
The  voyage  was  intricate,  tedious, 
and  dangerous  ;  and  nothing  lefs 


than  the  fuperior  fklll  and  ability 
which  was  exerted,  in  the  conduCl 
and  management  of  fo  great  a 
number  of  fliips,  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  lofs  from  being  confi- 
derable.  As  the  paiTage  to  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  was  yet  impracticable, 
the  fleet  drew  up  and  anchored 
along  the  weftern  or  Penfylvania 
fhore,  from  Reedy  Ifland  to  New- 
caflle. 

When  the  Britifh  troops  had 
taken  pofTeffion  of  Philadelphia, 
their  firft  objtCt  was  the  ereCting  of 
batteries  to  command  the  river,  as 
well  to  prevent  the  intercourfe  of 
the  American  veiTels  between  their 
upper  and  lower  pofts,  as  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  city  from  any  infult  by 
water.  The  neceffity  of  this  mea¬ 
fure  became  obvious,  almoft,  as 
foon  as  it  was  determined  upon. 
The  very  day  after  the  arrival  of 
the  forces,  the  American  frigate 
Delaware,  of  32  guns,  anchored 
within  500  yards  of  the  unfiniflied 
batteries,  and  being  feconded  by 
another  frigate,  with  fome  fmaller 
veffels,  they  commenced,  and  fup- 
ported  for  fome  hours,  a  very  heavy 
cannonade,  both  upon  the  batte¬ 
ries  and  the  town.  They  did  not, 
however,  difplay  the  judgment, 
which  their  knowledge  of  the  river 
might  be  fuppofed  to  afford.  Upon 
the  falling  of  the  tide  the  Delaware 
grounded  fo  effectually  that  the 
could  not  be  got  off,  which  being 
foon  perceived  by  the  grenadiers, 
they  brought  their  battalion  field 
pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  fo 
true  a  direction  and  excellent  effeCt, 
that  the  Delaware  being  obliged  to 
ftrike  her  colours,  was  boarded  and 
taken  by  an  ofiicer  and  detachment 
of  that  corps.  Brigadier- General 
Cleveland  immediately  profited  of 
the  effect  of  the  battalion  guns, 
by  directing  the  whole  fire  of  the 
batteries  to  the  other  veffels,  which 
[  /  ]  3  were 
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were  compelled  to  retire,  with  the 
lofs  of  a  fchooner  which  was  driven 
^fhore. 

The  Americans  had  at  vafl  ex¬ 
pence,  and  with  wonderful  labour 
and  iuduftry,  conftrufted  great  and 
numerous  works,  to  rentier  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Delaware  op  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  impradicable.  In  the 
proCecution  of  this  defign,  they 
had  ereded  works  and  batteries 
upon  aflat,  low,  marfhy  ifland,  or 
rather  a  bank  of  mud  and  fand, 
which  had  been  accumulated  in  the 
Delaware  near  the  jundion  of  the 
Schuylkill,  and  which  from  its 
nature  was  called  Mud,  but  from 
thefe  defences,  port-lfland.  On 
the  oppofite  fliore  of  New  Jerfey, 
at  a  place  called  Red-Bank,  they 
had  alfo  conflruded  a  fort  or  re¬ 
doubt,  well  covered  with  heavy 
artillery.  In  the  deep  navigable 
channel,  between,  or  under  the 
cover  of  thefe  batteries,  they  had 
funk  feveral  ranges  of  frames  or 
machines,  to  which,  from  a  re- 
femblancein  the  conftrudion,  they 
had  given  the  appellation  of  cbe- 
vaux  de  fdze,  being  compofed  of 
tranfverfe  beams,  flrmly  united, 
pointing  in  various  diredions,  and 
ilrongly  headed  with  iron.  Thefe 
were  of  fuch  a  weight  and  flrength, 
and  funk  in  fuch  a  depth  of  water, 
as  rendered  them  equally  difficult 
to  be  weighed  or  cut  through,  and 
deflrudive  to  any  fliip  which  had 
the  misfortune  of  ftriking  againft 
them.  No  attempt  for  raiflng 
ihem,  or  for  opening  the  channel 
in  any  manner,  could,  however,"’ 
be  made,  until  the  command  of 
the  Ihores  on  both  fxdes  was  fully 
pbtained. 

About  three  miles  lower  down 
the  river,  they  had  funk  other 
ranges'of  thefe  machines,  and  were 
conftruding  for  their  protedion 
fgme  confld^rable  ai^d  e^tenfive 


works,  which,  though  not  yet  5* 
nifhed,  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs 
as  to  be  provided  with  artillery,  and 
to  command  their  objed,  at  a 
pi  ce  on  the  Jerfey  flde  called  Bil¬ 
ling’s  Point.  Thefe  works  and 
machines  were  further  fupported  by 
feveral  gallies  mounting  heavy  can¬ 
non,  together  with  two  floating 
batteries,  a  number  of  armed  vef- 
fels  and  fmall  craft  of  various 
kinds,  and  fome  Are  (hips.  In  a 
word,  the  Delaware  feemed  to  teem 
with  every  defenfive  preparation, 
which  could  render  the  hoftile 
operations  and  movements  of  a 
fleet,  in  the  confined  and  uncertain 
navigation  of  a  river,  extremely 
dangerous. 

Upon  the  reprefentation  of 
Captain  Hammond,  of  the  Roe¬ 
buck,  who  with  fome  other  Ihips 
of  war  had  arrived  in  the  Delaware 
before  Lord  Howe,  the  General 
detached  two  regiments,  confifting 
of  three  battalions,  under  Colonel 
Stirling,  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
from  Billingsforr.  The  detach¬ 
ment  having  croffed  the  river  from 
Cheiler,  where  the  fhips  lay,  per¬ 
formed  the  fervice  effedtually  with¬ 
out  lofs  or  oppofition.  n 

The  enemy,  without  *  ^  * 
waiting  to  be  attacked,  as  foon  as 
they  heard  of  their  approach,  im¬ 
mediately  fpiked  their  artillery, 
fet  fire  to  the  barracks,  and  aban¬ 
doned  the  place  with  the  greateft 
precipitation.  The  detachment 
waited  to  deftroy,  or  to  render  un- 
ferviceable,  thole  parts  of  the 
works  which  fronted  the  river. 
This  fuccefs,  with  the  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  exhibited  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  thejhips  under 
his  command,  enabled  Captain 
Hammond,  through  great  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  a  vigorous  oppofition  from 
the  marine  force  of  the  enemy,  to 
the  principal  objed  of  the 
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f^peaitlon  into  cfFedl,  by  cutting 
away  and  weighing  up  fo  much  of 
the  chevaux-de-fnze,  as  opened  a 
a  narrow  and  difhcult  paiTage  for 
Ihips  through  this  lower  barrier. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  detach¬ 
ment  from  Jerfey,  another  regi¬ 
ment  was  fent  to  meet  them  at 
Uhefter,  in  order  that  they  might 
altogether  form  a  fufficient  efcort 
ifbr  a  large  convoy  of  provifions  to 
the  camp.  The  army  fiill  lay  at 
'German-Town,  a  very  long  and 
conhderable  village,  about  half  a 
dozen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and 
which,  llretching  on  both  Tides  of 
the  great  road  to  the  northward, 
'forms  a  continued  ftreet  of  two 
miles  in  length.  The  line  of  en¬ 
campment  eroded  'German-Town 
at  right  angles  about  the  center, 
the  left  wing  extending  on  the  weft 
'from  the  town  to  the  Schuylkill. 
That  wing  was  covered  in  front, 
hy  the  mounted  and  difmounted 
German  chafteurs ;  a  battalion  of 
dight  infantry,  and  the  Queen’s 
American  rangers,  were  in  the 
•’front  of  the  right ;  and  the  40th 
regiment,  with  another  battalion 
^of  light  infantry,  were  ported  at 
<he  head  of  the  village.  Lord 
Gornwallis  lay  at  Philadelphia, 
with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers 
and  we  have  already  feen,  that 
’three  regiments  had  been  detached 
on  the  fide  of  Chefter. 

The  enemy  were  encamped  at 
5kippach  Creek,  about  16  miles 
from  German-Town.  They  had 
received  fome  reinforcements,  and 
they  were  not  ignorant  that  the 
!<royal  army  was  w'eakened  by  the 
'detachments  it  had.  made  to  Phila- 
'delphia  and  Cheller.  Thefe  cir- 
oumflances  induced  an  -enterprize, 
little  expedled,  and  feemingly  as 
little  fuited,  to  the  general  caution, 


and  to  the  fuppofed  genius  and  dif- 
pofition  of  Wartiington.  Inllead 
of  rtiunning,  as  ufual,  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  an  adion,  the 
American  army  quitted  its  flrong 
port  at  Skippach  Creek  at  fix  in 
the  evening,  and  marched  all  night 
to  furprize  and  attack  the  royal 
army  in  its  camp  at  German- 
Town. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  their  approach  was 
difeovered  by  the  patroles,  and  the 
army  was  immediately  called  to 
arms.  They  began  their  attack 
upon  the  40th  regiment,  and  the 
battalion  of  light  infantry'by  which 
it  was  accompanied.  Thefe  corps, 
after  a  vigorous  rertrtance,  being  at 
length  overpowered  by  numbers, 
were  prefted  and  purfued  into  the 
village.  In  this  exigence,  a  mea¬ 
sure  upon  which  much  of  the  fu- 
iture  fortune  of  the  day  depended., 
•was  inftantly  and  happily  adopted 
by  Lieutenant-'Colonel  Mufgrave, 
who  threw  himfelfwith  fix  compa¬ 
nies  of  the  40th  regiment  into  a 
large  and  ftrong  ftonehoufe,  which 
day  full  in  the  front  of  the  enemy. 

By  this  meafure  they  were  check- 
'ed  in  their  forward  hope  and  de- 
rtgn  of  gaining  complete  and  im¬ 
mediate  portertion  of  that  long 
town ;  which  among  other  great 
and  obvious  advantages,  would 
have  enabled  them  effeftually  to 
feparate  the  right  and  left  wings  of 
the  royal  army.  The  Colonel  and 
his  'brave  party,  furrounded  by  a 
whole  brigade,  and  attacked  on 
every  rtde  with  great  refolution, 
defended  the  houie  with  the  moft 
undaunted  courage ;  and  though 
the  enemy  at  length  brought  can¬ 
non  up  to  the  allault.  he  rtill  main¬ 
tained  his  port  with  equal  intra- 
pidity,  pouring  a  dreadful  and  un- 
Ll]  4  .ceafing 


134]  HISTORY  O 

f;e,afing  fire  through  the  windows, 
|inti)  afi'airs  had  taken  fuch  a  turn 
as  afforded  him  relief. 

This  was  accompli  (lied  by  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Grey,  who  bringing 
the  front  of  a  great  part  of  the  left 
wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  the 
village,  led  on  three  battalions  of 
the  3d  brigade,  who  attacked  the 
enemy  with  vigour,  and  w'ere  as 
bravely  fupported  andfeconded,  by 
iBrtgadier-General  Agnew,  at  the 
head  of  the  4th  brigade.  The  en¬ 
gagement  was  now  for  fome  time 
Very  warm  ;  but  the  enemy  being 
attacked  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
village  by  two  regiments  of  the 
sright  wing,  were  thrown  into  total 
^iforder,  and  driven  out  of  the 
town  with  coiifiderable  daughter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  and  pickets  of  the  right 
wing,  fupported  by  the  4th,  and 
fecopded  by  the  49th  regiment, 
were  warmly  engaged  with  the 
enemy’s  left  ;  but  General  Grey, 
after  forcing  their  troops  in  the 
village,  having  palfed  it,  and 
bringing  the  left  wing  forward, 
they  imniediately,  retired  on  all 
fides.  The  enejlmy  was  purfued  for 
fome  miles ;  but  the  country  being 
woody?  ftrong,  and  enclofed,  the 
purfuit  was  attended  with  fo  little 
effedl,  that  they  carried  their  can- 
inon  clear  off.  Lord  Cornwallis 
arrived  with  a  fquadron  of  light- 
Lorfe  from  Philadelphia,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  engagement,  and 
joined  in  the  purfuit;  vvhiiii;  three 
battalions  of  grenadiers  from  the 
fame  place,  who  had  run  them- 
feiyes  aut  of  breath  in  the  ardour  of 
fuccourjng  their  fellows,  were  too 
.|aieto  come  in  for  any  ihare  of  the 
adlion. 

,  It  appears  that  the  morning  vyas 
l^ceedingly  fogg^,  to  which  the 
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Americans  (who  bad  confiderabfe 
fuccefs  in  the  beginning  of  the  ac¬ 
tion)  attribute  their  not  improving 
the  advantages  they  at  firfi;  gained-, 
in, the  manner  v/hich  they  would, 
otherwife  have  done.  For  they 
were  not  only,  as  they  affert, 
through  this  circumfcance,  pre¬ 
vented  from  obferving  the  true  fi- 
tuation  of  the  enemy,  by  which 
the  latter  had  time  to  recover  from 
the  effedl  of  the  fi rll  imprefiion  they 
had  made  on  them  ;  but  the  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies  of  their  own  army 
vyere  kept  in  ignorance  of  each 
others  movements  and  fuccefs,  and 
were  ccnfequently  incapable  of 
adting  in  concert.  It  is  even  faid, 
that  fome.  of  their  parties,  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  fog,  had  poured 
their  fire  upon  each  other,  under  a 
blind  millake  on  both  fides  of  be- 
ing  engaged  with  the,  enemy. 
Wa&ington-  paid  great  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  right  wing  for  its  good 
behaviour,  of  which  he  had  been 
a  witnefs,  but  he  left  the  condufil 
of  the  kit,  at  leaft,  doubtful,  by 
faying,  that  he  had  not  yet  received 
fuihcient  information  to  found  any 
opinion  on. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army  in 
this  adion,  including  the  wound¬ 
ed  and  a  few  prifoners,  rather  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  at  theTraody  wine,  the 
whole  amounting  to  535  ;  but  the 
proportion  of  flain  was  flill  fraaller 
than  in  ,  that  engagement;  and 
icarcely  exceeded, 70..  In  this  num¬ 
ber  were  Unhappily  fome  -very 
brave  and  diilinguiihed  officers  ; 
particularly  Brigadier-General  Ag¬ 
new,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bird. 
The  number  of  officers  wounded 
■W'as  confiderable.  The  American 
lofs  was  eilimated  in  the  Gazette; 
at  between  200  and  300  flain,  600 
wounded,  and  above  400  prifoners^ 

Among 
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Among  the  {lain  was  General  Nafh, 
and  icveral  other  officers  of  all 
ranks  ;  officers  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  In  this  a£lion  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  afled  upon  the  offenfive  ;  and 
though  repulfed  with  lofs,  fhewed 
themlelves  a  formidable  adverfary  ; 
capableof charging  with  refolution, 
and  retreating  with  good  order. 
The  hope  therefore  entertained 
from  the  effedt  of  any  fair  adlion 
with  them  as  decifive  and  likely  to 
put  a  fpeedy  termination  to  the 
war,  was  exceedingly  abated. 

The  taking  of  Philadelphia  was 
not  attended  with  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  expedled  from  that  conquefi. 
The  rebel  army,  however  ftraitned, 
Pill  kept  the  field  ;  and  until  the 
Delaware  could  be  cleared,  it  was 
obvious,  that  the  army  could  not 
fupport  itfeif  in  that  town  for  the 
winter.  Therefore,  as  the  whole 
effect  of  the  campaign  depended 
upon  that  operation,  about  a  fort¬ 
night  after  the  battle,  the  King’s 
army  removed  from  German-Town 
to  Philadelphia,  as  being  a  more 
convenient  fituation  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Mud,  or  Fort  Illand,  and 
for  co-operating  with  the  naval 
force  in  opening  the  navigation  of 
the  river.  The  enemy  had  return¬ 
ed  after  the  adlion  at  German- 
Town,  to  their  old  camp  at  Skip- 
pach  Creek,  where  they  flill  conti¬ 
nued. 

Meafures  being  concerted  be¬ 
tween  the  General  and  Admiral 
for  removing  the  obflrudlions  of  the 
river,  the  former  ordered  batteries 
to  be  erecled  on  the  wellern  fhore, 
or  Penfylvania  fide,  in  hopes  of 
affifling  in  diflodging  the  enemy 
from  Mud  Ifland,  the  difficulty  of 
accefs  to  which,  was  found  to  ren¬ 
der  its  redu6lion  a  much  more  tedi¬ 
ous  and  dif^cult  operation  than  had 


been  expefled,  PTe  alfo  detached 
a  ftrong  body  of  Heffians  acrofs 
the  river  at  Cooper’s  Ferry,  oppo- 
fite  the  town,  who  were  to  march 
down  and  force  the  redoubt  of  Red 
Bank,  whilil  the  fhips,  and  the 
batteries  on  the  other  fide,  were 
to  carry  on  their  attacks  againff 
Mud  Ifland  and  the  enemy’s  ma¬ 
rine  force.  The  Heffian  detach¬ 
ment  was  led  by  Colonel  Dohop, 
(who  had  gained  great  reputation, 
in  various  adlions  of  this  war)  and 
confined,  befides  light  infantry  and 
chaffeurs,  of  three  battalions  of 
grenadiers,  and  the  regiment  of 
Mirbach.  I’he  American  force  at 
Red  Bank  was  cilimated  at  abdut 
8O0  men. 

Though  nothing  could  exceed 
the  good  difpofitions  made  for  thefe 
feveral  attacks,  nor  the  exertions 
of  vigour  and  courage  difplayed 
both  by  the  land  and  naval  force 
on  their  different  elements,  yet 
this  enterprize  not  only  failed  of 
fuccefs,  but  was  in  every  refpeft 
unfortunate.  Colonel 
Donop  attacked  the  ‘ 
enemy’s  entrenchments  with  the 
utmolt  gallantry,  and  after  a  very 
iharp  adion,  fucceeded  in  carrying 
an  extenfive  out-work  ;  but  he 
found  the  enemy  better  covered  in 
the  body  of  the  redoubt,  and  the 
defence  more  vigorous  than  he  ex- 
peded.  The  brave  Colonel  .was 
there  mortally  w'ounded  and  taken 
prifoner.  Several  of  his  bell  offi¬ 
cers  were  killed  or  difabled,  and 
the  Heffians,  after  a  defperate  en¬ 
gagement,  w'ere  repulfed  with 'great 
lofs.  Colonel  Mingerode,  the  next 
in  command,  being  likcvvife  dan- 
geroufly  wounded,  the  detachment 
was  brought  off  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Linfing,  having  fullered 
much  in  the  approach  to  and  retreat 

fron\ 
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from  the  alTault,  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  gallies  and  floating  batte¬ 
ries.  The  lofs  of  the  Helfians, 
whether  as  to  private  men  or  offi¬ 
cers,  was  never  particularly  authen¬ 
ticated  ;  it  was,  however,  known 
to  be  very  confiderabk :  probably 
not  lefs  than  four  or  five  hundred 
men. 

The  men  of  war  and  frigates 
deflined  for  the  attack,  having 
made  their  way  with  difficulty 
through  the  lower  barrier,  took 
every  poffible  difpofition  that  the 
nature  and  fituation  of  the  river 
would  admit  for  the  dellrudlion  of 
the  upper  works  and  defences, 
where  they  commenced  their  affault 
at  the  fame  time  that  Colonel  Do- 
nop  was  engaged  at  Red  Bank, 
Fortune  was  not  more  favourable 
here  than  afhore.  The  fhips  could 
not  bring  their  fire  to  bear  with 
any  great  efted  upon  the  works. 
The  extraordinary  obftrudions  with 
which  the  enemy  had  interrupted 
the  free  courfe  of  the  river,  had 
even  affeiied  its  bed,  and  wrought 
fome  alteration  in  its  known  and 
natural  channel.  By  this  means, 
the  Augufta  man  of  war,  and  Mer¬ 
lin  floop,  were  grounded  fo  faft  at 
fome  difiance  from  the  chevaux-de- 
^frize,  that  there  was  no  pofiibility 
of  getting  them  off.  In  this  fitua¬ 
tion,  though  the  {kill  and  courage 
of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  fe- 
veral  veffels,  prevented  the  effedlof 
four  fire  fhips  which  the  enemy  had 
fent  to  deftroy  the  Augufta,  fhe  un¬ 
fortunately  took  fire  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  which  placed  the  others  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  retiring  with  the 
ntmoft  expedition,  to  get  beyond 
^he  effed  of  the  explofion.  In 
thefe  urgent  and  difficult  circum- 
flances,  the  Merlin  was  haftily 
evacuated,  and  laid  in  a  train  of 
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deftrufticn,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  Au¬ 
gufta  faved  ;  but  the  fecond  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  Chaplain,  and  Gunner, 
with  no  inconiiderable  number  of 
the  common  men,  unhappily  pe- 
riftied. 

The  ill  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize, 
by  no  means  damped  the  refolutioii 
of  the  commanders,  in  profecution 
of  the  abfolutely  neceffary  work  of 
opening  the  navigation  of  the  De¬ 
laware.  New  ground  was  taken, 
new  meafures  adopted,  and  every 
preparation  made  that  could  infure 
fuccefs  to  the  defign.  Nor  were 
the  enemy  idle  on  their  fide.  They 
well  underftood  the  great  confe- 
quence  it  was  of  to  them  to  keep 
the  naval  force  feparated  from  the 
army,  and  to  render  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  them  tedious  and 
difficult,  TJiey  accordingly  left 
nothing  undone  to  ftrengthen  their 
defences. 

The  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
fleet  were  inceffantly  employed  in 
conveying  heavy  artillery,  provi- 
lions  and  ftores,  up  the  river,  by  a 
difficult  channel  on  the  weft  fide, 
to  a  fmall  moraffy  ifland,  where 
they  eredled  batteries,  which  great¬ 
ly  incommoded  the  enemy’s  works 

on  Mud  Ifland.  Every  , 

4.u‘  u  ’  j  Nov.  I  cth, 

thing  being  prepared  ^ 

for  an  attack,  the  Ifis,  and  Somer- 
fet,  men  of  war,  paffed  up  the  eaft 
channel,  in  order  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  works  in  front ;  feveral 
frigates  drew  up  again  ft  a  fort  new¬ 
ly  eredted  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  near 
Manto  Creek,  which  was  fo  fi- 
tuated  as  to  Bank  the  men  of  war 
in  their  ftation  ;  and  two  armed 
veffels,  mounted  with  24  pounders, 
fuccefsfully  made  their  way  through, 
the  narrow  channel  on  the  v.^eftern 
fide  at  the  b^ck  of  Hogg  Ifland  ;  9 

matter  ' 
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matter  of  the  greateft  importance 
with  refpedl  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
attack,  as  thefe  two  velTels,  in 
concert  with  the  batteries  newly 
eredled  in  Province  Ifland,  enfi¬ 
laded  the  principal  works  which 
the  enemy  had  eredled  on  Mud 
Illand. 

A  heavy  fire  was  fupported  on 
both  Tides.  At  length,  the  vigor¬ 
ous  attack  made  by  the  ITis  in  front, 
and  by  the  two  armed  velTels  and 
the  batteries  in  other  quarters.  To 
overpowered  the  enemy  in  the  fort 
and  works  on  Mud  Ifland,  that 
towards  evening  their  artillery  was 
entirely  filenced.  And  they  per¬ 
ceiving  that  meafures  were  taking 
for  forcing  their  works  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  and  being  alfo 
fenfible  that,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of 
things,  they  were  not  defenfible, 
they  fet  fire  to  every  thing  that 
was  capable  of  receiving  it,  and 
abandoned  the  place  in  the  night. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  men 
was  faid  to  be  very  confiderable  ; 
that  of  the  fleet,  was  more  trifling 
than  could  have  been  fuppofed. 
Their  artillery  and  Tome  ftores 
were  taken  at  Mud  Ifland.  In 
two  days  after.  Lord  Cornwallis 
paiTed  over  with  a  detachment  from 
Chefter  to  Billing’s  Fort,  where 
he  was  joined  by  a  body  of  forces 
jull  arrived  from  New  York.  They 
proceeded  all  together  to  Red  Bank, 
which  the  enemy  abandoned  at 
their  approach,  leaving  their  ar¬ 
tillery  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cannon-ball  and  llores  behind 
them.  The  works  were  demo- 
lilhed. 

The  enemy’s  Thipping  having 
now  loft  all  protedlion  on  either 
flde  of  the  river,  feveral  of  their 
gallies  and  other  armed  velTels 
took  th«  advantage  of  a  favourable 


night,  to  pafs  the  batteries  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  efcape  to  places  of 
fecurity  farther  up.  The  difeo- 
very  of  this  tranfaclion  occaTioned 
the  fending  an  officer  with  a  party 
of  feamen  to  man  the  Delaware 
frigate  lately  taken,  and  lying  at 
Philadelphia,  and  the  taking  of 
filch  other  meafures,  as  rendered 
the  efcaping  of  the  remainder  ira- 
pradlicable.  Thus  environed,  the 
crews  abandoned  and  fet  fire  to 
their  velTels,  which  w^ere  all  con- 
Tumed  to  the  amount  of  feventeen 
of  difterent  forts,  including  the 
two  floating  batteries,  and  fire- 
fhips.  With  all  thefe  advantages, 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  other 
impediments,  rendered  the  clear¬ 
ing  of  the  river,  in  any  confider¬ 
able  degree,  impradlicable ;  fo 
that  the  making  or  difeovering  of 
fuch  a  channel,  as  might  admit  the 
paflage  of  tranfports  and  velTels  of 
eafy  burden  with  proviflons  and 
neceflanes  for  the  ule  of  the  army 
at  Philadelphia,  was  all  that  could 
be  obtained  at  prefent. 

General  Walhington  being  rein¬ 
forced  by  4000  men  from  the 
northern  army,  advanced  within 
14  miles  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  place 
called  White  Marfli,  where  ha 
encamped  in  a  very  ftrong  pofition, 
with  his  right  to  the  WilTahichon 
Creek,  and  the  front  partly  cover¬ 
ed  by  Sandy  Run.  As  this  move¬ 
ment  Teemed  to  indicate  a  difpoft- 
tion  to  adventure,  General  Howe 
was  not  without  hopes,  that  the 
late  reinforcement  would  encourage 
them  to  hazard  a  battle  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Philadelphia.  If  fuck 
was  their  intention,  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  they  Ihould  not  cool  in 
it,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  into  adliou  ;  or  if  they 
ftiii  adhered  to  their  ufual  fyftem 
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of  caution  and  defence,  it  was  ftill 
reafonably  to  be  hoped  that  upon 
a  clofe  infpedlion  of  their  fituation, 
fome  part  of  their  camp  would  be 
found  lb  vulnerable  as  to  admit  of 
a  fuccefsful  impreffion. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  the  General 
inarched  the  army  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  on  the  4th  of  December  at 
night,  and  took  poll  on  ChelTnut 
Hill,  in  the  front  of  the  enemy’s 
right  on  the  next  morning.  Find- 
irrg  that  their  right  afforded  no 
opening  for  an  attack,  he  changed 
his  ground  before  day  on  the  7th, 
and  took  a  new  polition  oppofite  to 
their  center  and  left.  Some -fkir- 
milhes  happened,  in  which  the 
enemy  were  coniiantly  defeated, 
and  their  flying  parties  purfued 
home  almoil  to  their  works.  The 
General,  at  length,  after  continu¬ 
ing  above  three  days  conftantly  in 
their  fight,  advancing  within  a  mile 
of  their  lines,  and  examining  their 
works  with  the  clofeft  attention, 
finding  that  nothing  could  provoke 
or  entice  them  to  adlion,  and  that 
their  camp  was  in  every  part  inac- 
cefTible,  gave  up  the  profecution  of 
a  defign  which  was  evidently  fruit- 
lefs.  The  army  alfo  fuffered  great¬ 
ly  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather, 
both  officers  and  foldiers  being  to¬ 
tally  deftitute  of  tents  and  field 
equipage. 

The  General  accordingly  began 
his  march  to  Philadelphia  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  8th,  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  without  being  pur¬ 
fued,  or  in  the  fmalieil  degree  in¬ 
commoded  on  his  return.  As  the 
feafon  was  now  too  far  advanced, 
to  admit  of  any  other  attention 
than  what  related  to  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  army,  a  grand  de¬ 
tachment  was  fent  out  to  procure 
forage  for  the  winter,  which  was 


fuccefsfully  performed.  In  the 
mean  time,  Wafhington  removed 
hi'?  camp  from  White  Marffi  to  • 
Valley  Forge,  upon  the  Schuylkill, 
about  15  or  16  miles  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  a  very  ftrong,  and  con- 
fequently  fecure  pofitmn.  No¬ 
thing  could  afford  a  fironger  proof,  • 
to  whoever  confiders  the  nature  and 
difpofition  of  thofe  people,  of  the 
unbounded  influence  on  the  minds' 
both  of  his  officers  and  men  which 
that  General  poffeffed,  than  his 
being  able,  nof  only  to  keep  them 
together,  but  to  fubmit  to  the  in-' 
comminodities  and  diiireffes  inci¬ 
dent  to  living  in  a  hutted  camp, 
during  the  fevere  v/inter  of  chat 
climate,  and  where  all  his  fup- 
plies  of  provifioh  and  Fores  muft 
come  from  a  great  difiance,  at 
much  expence  and  no  frnall  hazard. 
It  was  alfo  a  proof  with  many 
others,  of  the  genera!  flrong  difpo¬ 
fition  of  America,  to-  fuffer  all 
things  rather  than  fubmit  to  force. 

o 

Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  upon  the  Delaware.  A  cam¬ 
paign  which  affords  much  room  for 
the  moll  ferious  refledlion.  The 
Britiili  arms  were  crowned  with  the 
mofl  brilliant  fuccefs.  Two  very 
confiderable  vidlories  were  ob¬ 
tained.  In  all  leffer  aflions,  ba¬ 
ting  the  affair  ar  Red  Bank,  they 
were  equally  tnumphant.  Yet  with 
all  this  tide  of  fur  cefs,  all  the  fruit 
derived  from  our  victories  at  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign,  amounted 
to,  no  more  than  fimply  a  good 
winter  lodging  for  our  army  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia;  whilfl  the 
troops  poffeffed  no  more  of  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country  than  wliai  they  im¬ 
mediately  commanded  with  their 
arms.  It  was  ftill  more  difeou- 
raging,  that  the  enemy  bad  given 
repeated  proofs,  that  however  he 

xnigh^ 
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might  engage  them  when  he 
thought  It  to  his  advantage,  it  was 
itnpoflible  for  the  royal  army  to 
bring  him  to  action  againit  his 
confent.  This  gave  occafion  to 
muchuneafinefs  in  lingland;  where 
the  news  of  the  firft  fuccelfes  had 
caufed  the  greateft  exultation, 
which  was  now  fucceeded  with  very 


gloomy  reflexions  on  the  peculiar 
and  fatal  circumftances,  which, 
from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
and  other  co  operating  caufes,  had 
diftinguiflied  this  war,  from  all 
others  in  which  w'c  had  ever  been 
concerned  ;  and  in  which  viXory 
and  defeat  were  nearly  produXive 
of  the  fame  confequences. 


CHAP.  Vlir. 

Canada.  ConduB  of  the  northern  expedition  committed  to  General  Burgoyne. 
Preparatio7ts  made  by  General  Carleton.  Line  of  conduB  purfiied  by  him 
upon  the  nenx)  arrangement.  Different  opinions  upon  the  utility  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  employing  the  Sansages.  State  of  the  force  under  the  command  of 
General  Burgoyne.  Canadians  obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  fer^oice. 
Expedition  under  Colonel  St.  Leger.  War  feafi,  and fpeech  to  the  Indians 
at  the  river  Botiquet.  Mattifejio.  Royal  ar7ny  invff  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence.  Council  of  voar  held^  and  the  forts  abandoned  by 
the  Americans.  Boom  and  bridge  cut  through.  Purfuit  by  land  and 
vuater.  American  gallies  and  batteaux  defrayed  near  Skeneforough  Wa¬ 
ter  falls.  Americans  fet  fire  to,  and  abandon  their  vjorks.  Rear  of  the 
A?nericans  overtaken  by  General  Frazer  near  Hubberton.  Colosiel  Francis 
defeated  and  killed.  General  St.  Clair,  vsith  the  remains  of  his  army, 
take  to  the  vooods  ;  and  arrive  at  length  at  Fort  Edvjard.  Enemy  bravely 
repulfed  by  Colonel  Hill,  and  the  gth  reginmit,  voho  are  obliged  to  engage 
under  a  vafi  fuperiority  offeree.  A?neri  cans  fet  fire  to,  and  abandon  Fort 
Anne.  Extraordinary  dijficulties  encountered  by  the  royal,  army  in  the 
march  to  Fort  Edvjard.  American  Army  retires  to  Saratoga. 

WE  now  turn  from  exempli-  vernor’s  conflant  refidence  in  his 
fying  viXory  without  equi-  province,  could  not  fail  of  being 
valent  advantage  in  one  quarter,  to  fenlibly  felt,  and  could  fcarceiy  be 
behold  the  moll  mifehievous  confe-  fuppofed  not  to  give  umbrage,  to 
quences  of  defeat  in  another.  The  General  Carleton,  to  whole  abiii- 
■  war  upon  the  fide  of  Canada  and  ties,  and  refolution,  this  nation  in 
the  lakes  was  committed  to  the  general  acknowledged,  and  the 
charge  of  Lieutenant-General  Bur-  world  attributed,  the  prefervation 
goyne  ;  an  officer  whofe  ability  of  Canada.  It  was  faid,^  that  his 
was  unqueftioned,  and  whofe  fpi-  powers  had  been  diminiflied  in 
Titof  enterprize,  and  thirllfor  mi-  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  his 
litary  glory,  however  rivalled,  fervices.  His  military  command 
could  not  poffibly  be  exceeded.  extended  before  to  every  part  of 
This  appointment,  however  pal-  America,  whither  he  might  find  it 
liated  or  juftified,  by  the  propriety  fitting  to  conduX  the  army  under 
or  fuppofed  neceffity  of  the  Go-  his  direXion.  It  was  now  fuddenly 
^  ^  .1  reflrained 


142]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


reftrained  to  thp  narrow  limits  of 
his  own  province.  He  had,  faid 
his  friends,  in  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign,  not  only  driven  the  enemy 
out  of  Canada,  but  a  great  naval 
armament  had  been  formed,  the 
enemy’s  force  on  Lake  Champlain 
deftroyed,  and  Crown  Point  reco¬ 
vered,  under  his  authority.  The 
latenefs  of  the  feafon  only,  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  attacking  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  immediately  profecu- 
ting  the  war  to  the  fouthward.  He 
had,  during  the  winter,  exerted  his 
ufual  induftry,  and  applied  his  mi¬ 
litary  fkill  and  judgment,  in  the 
forwarding  of  every  preparation, 
which  might  conduce  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  delign  in  the  enfuing  cam¬ 
paign.  At  the  opening  of  the 
communication  with  England,  in- 
llead  of  the  reinforcement  which  he 
had  required  and  -expedted  for  the 
completion  of  his  purpofe,  he  re¬ 
ceived  an  arrangement  totally  new, 
which  as  it  had  been  framed  with¬ 
out  any  reference  to  his  judgment, 
or  attention  to  his  approbation, 
left  nothing  to  his  diferetion  or  opi¬ 
nion  in  the  execution.  Two  expe¬ 
ditions  were  to  be  formed,  in  each 
of  which,  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  troops  to  be  employed,  the 
particular  fefvice  of  each  corps, 
with  its  fubdivifionsj  and  the 
fmalleft  detachment  to  be  made 
from  ir^  had  been  minutely  and 
precifely  fpeciiied  by  the  Minifter. 
He  was  not  even  confulted  as  to 
the  number  or  nature  of  the  troops 
which  were  to  remain  in  his  hands 
for  the  defence  or  fecurity  of  Ca¬ 
nada.  In  a  word,  the  army  which 
he  had  lately  commanded  was 
taken  out  of  his,  and  placed  in 
other  hands,  and  officers  who  late¬ 
ly  aded  under  his  diredion,  were 
by  a  deiradion  from  his  authority^ 


virtually  placed  in  independent 
commands ;  for  their  inftrudioirs 
to  put  themfelves  under  the  orders 
of  Sir  William  Howe,  feemed  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  mockery,  as  that 
General  had  informed  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  that  the  concerted  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  campaign  on  his  lide, 
would  lead  him  to  fuch  a  diftance, 
as  to  render  any  communication  of 
that  nature  impradicable. 

That  the  Governor  felt  and  un¬ 
derwood  this  arrangement  and 
thefe  appointments  in  the  manner 
we  have  related  from  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  his  friends  in  England, 
feems  evident  from  the  immediate 
reiignation  of  his  government 
v/hich  then  took  place  ;  but  as  the 
notification,  the  appointment  of 
another,  and  the  pafTage  of  his 
fucce/Tor  from  Europe,  were  all 
works  of  time,  he  was  Will,  how¬ 
ever  ungrateful  the  talk,  obliged  to 
continue  in  the  exercife  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  during  a  longer  period  than 
that  of  which  we  are  treating. 

Under  thefe  circumfiances,  and 
in  this  trying  and  difficult  fituation, 
he  endeavoured  to  fliew  that  re- 
fentmeni  could  not  warp  him  from 
his  duty,  and  he  applied  himfelf 
with  the  fame  diligence  and  ener¬ 
gy,  to  forward  by  every  pofiible 
means,  and  to  fupport  in  all  its 
parts  the  expedition,  as  if  the  ar¬ 
rangement  was  entirely  his  own* 
This  conduft,  however  praifewof- 
thy,  was  not  lefs  neceffary,  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  fervice 
which  was  to  be  performed  ;  a  fet- 
vlce  exceedingly  complicated  in 
the  arrangement,  uncommonly  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  parts  j  and  many  Urt- 
ufual  in  pradice.  It  will  not  b& 
difiicult  to  conceive,  how  effedu- 
ally  negligence,  diflike,  obfiinacyj 
or  even  a  eolourable  and  rational 
I  dilierene# 
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<Jlfference  of  opinion  in  fome  dif- 
putable  points,  might  fruftrate  all 
the  hopes  founded  upon  fuch  a  fy- 
Hem. 

Nothing  of  this  fort  intervened, 
to  damp  the  fpirit  or  to  defeat  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition.  The 
preparations  were  carried  on  with 
vigour. 

We  have  before  taken  notice, 
that  the  miniilers,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  American  department,  were 
not  only  particularly  interelled  in 
the  event,  but  had  founded  the 
mod  fanguine  hopes  upon  the  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  this  expedition.  Nothing 
was  accordingly  left  undone  on 
their  fide,  which,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  regular  troops  that 
could  be  fpared  for  that  particular 
fervice,  might  conduce  to  give  ef¬ 
ficacy  to  their  operations.  Be- 
fides,  Canada  it  was  hoped  would 
fupply  a  warlike  though  undifei- 
plined  militia,  well  calculated  for, 
and  acquainted  with,  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  fervice  and  country. 

To  ftrengthen  and  increafe  this 
irregular,  but  necefl'ary  aid,  arms 
and  accoutrements  were  amply  pro¬ 
vided,  to  fupply  thofe  numerous 
loyalifts,  who  were  expedited  to 
join  the  royal  army  as  foon  as  it 
approached  or  penetrated  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  the  adjacent  provinces.  As 
a  powerful  artillery  is  confidered  to 
be  the  great  and  elFedtive  arm  in 
an  American  war,  where  a  nu¬ 
merous  and  undifcipllned  enemy  is 
to  be  continually  attacked  in  diffi¬ 
cult  poftsj  and  driven  out  of 
woods  and  faflneffes,  fo  this  part 
of  the  fervice  was  particularly  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  the  brafs  train  that 
was  fent  out  upon  this  expedition, 
was  perhaps  the  finelt,  and  proba¬ 
bly  the  mofl  excellently  fupplied 


as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that 
had  ever  been  allotted  to  fecond 
the  operations  of  any  army,  which 
did  not  far  exceed  the  prefent  ia 
number. 

Befides  thefe  forces,  feveral  na¬ 
tions  of  ravages  had  been  induced 
to  come  into  the  field.  This  mea- 
fure  was  defended  upon  the  fup- 
pofed  neceffity  of  the  cafe  ;  as  if 
from  their  charadler  it  was  pre¬ 
fumed  they  could  not  lie  flill,  and 
if  not  engaged  in  the  King’s  fer¬ 
vice,  would  have  joined  the  Ame¬ 
ricans.  Whatever  advantages  were 
hoped  from  them.  General  Carle- 
ton  did  not  in  the  preceding  year 
make  much  ufe  of  them  ;  but  ci¬ 
villy  difmifTed  them  at  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign,  on  a  promife  of 
their  appearing  in  the  next  if  re¬ 
quired.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  difeuffion,  which  we  want 
materials  to  fettle,  how  far  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  their  employment  at  alL 
The  friends  of  miniftry  faid,  that 
he  had  recommended  and  forward¬ 
ed  the  meafure.  Others  faid,  that 
partly  from  humanity,  partly  from 
his  forming  a  jull  eftimate  of  their 
fervices,  and  knowing  by  experi¬ 
ence  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
ability  in  war,  he  was  unwilling  to 
ufe  them,  knowing  that  they  were 
capricious,  inconllant,  and  in- 
tradlable.  That  as  their  ideas  of 
war  and  of  courage  were  totally 
different  from  thofe  of  civilized  na¬ 
tions,  fo,  notwithftanding  their 
ferocity  of  charafler,  and  the  in¬ 
credible  fpecimensof  paffive  valour 
which  they  fometimes  exhibited  ia 
cafes  adapted  to  their  own  opini¬ 
ons,  they  not  only  abhorred,  but 
dreaded^,  whatever  is  confidered  as 
fair  and  generous  fervice  among 
Europeans,  wherein  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties  bravely  feek  and-  are 

included 
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included  in  one  cornnxon  danger, 
tfnfti'ng  only  for  faccefs' to  their 
fu|[eTiOr  jOdll  and  courage.  That 
th'eir  objed:  and  defign  iti'  all  Wars, 
Was'nbt  to  fight,  bat  to  murder ; 
not  to  conquer,  but  to  deftroy.  In 
a  word,  that  their  fervice  was  un¬ 
certain,  their  rapacity  infatiate, 
their  faith  ever  doubtful,  and  their 
ablion  cruel  and  barbarous. 

Whatever  his  reafojis  were  for 
not  emjaloying  them  in  a  more  ear- 
Jy  and  eheftaal  manner,  if  it  were 
in  his  power  to  do  it,  as  early  and 
efFeblually  as  was  imagined,  this 
condudl:  was  far  from  being  gene¬ 
rally  approved  of  at  home.  Thofe 
who  were  particularly  warm  in 
their  zeal  againh  thecoibnies,  be¬ 
gan:  fomewhat  to  forget  their  na¬ 
tural  humanity  in  their  anger. 
They  infilled,  that  every,  appear-’ 
ante  of  lenience  in  fuch  circum- 
llantes  was  aftual  crueFty  in  the 
elfed:,  by'  a£ling  as  an  incentive  to 
difobedience,  add  inCreafirf^' the 
bbjebt’s  of  punilhfhent.  That  Oh 
the  contrary,  partial  feverity'  was 
general  mercy  j  timely ‘exertions 
of  juhice,  and  ftribl  inili'blions  of 
pirniihment,  were  at  all  timCs  the 
fate  means  of  preventing  crimes. 
That  the  only  method  of  fpeedily 
ir'ulhing  the  rebeiiioh,  was' to  ren¬ 
der  the  fituarion  of  the.abl'Ofs  in  'it 
fb  intolerable,  that  a;  '.'cefiadon 
from  danger,  and  the  bleiTings  of 
nepofe,  :ihpuld  become  the  'only 
obie£ls  of  their  contemplation  and 
To^pe'.  That  the  means  were  biit 
little  to  be  attended  to,  when  they 
led  to  the  accomplilhment  of  fo 
great  and  happy  a  purpofe,  as  the 
dehrubtioii  of  rebellion,  and  the  re- 
iloration  of  order  and  legal  goverrt- 
'ment,  ’  And  that  in  all  convulfions 
of  ftates,  the  innocent  Were  too 
frequently  involved  in  the  calami¬ 


ties  which  were  intended  orwIUxed 
to  he  confined  entirely  tOthe  gUil-. 
ty,  but  fuch  was  the  lot  and  Con¬ 
dition  of  mankind,  and  this  evil, 
however  deplored,  could  not  iti 
numberlefs  inftances  be  avoided  oY 
prevented.  This  doblrine  wds  fup-^ 
ported  by  the  avowed  friends'  of 
government,  whether  out  of  ofiice, 
or  in  the  fubordinate  departments 
of  the  Hate;  it  was  alfo  generally 
fuppofed  to  be  con'fonant  to  thq 
opinions  of  the  minifters^  and  that 
General  Ca'rleton’s'  fcruples  dr 
niceties  upon  this  poilit  were  by  nd 
means  acceptable. 

However  this  was,  in  the  pre- 
fent  arrangement,  the  aid  of  the 
favages  was  confidered  as  a  pHn'ei- 
pal  member  of  that  forte  whicH 
was  deftihed  tofhe  pfofecution  of 
the  northern  war,'and  the,Gdvhrho'3^ 
of  Can^ad'a  was  accordingly  efijbihb 
ed  to  ’ufe  his  utnriofi;  weight  and 
influence,  in  bringing  the  'Incfiari 
nations  forward  in  fapport  of  the 
expedition.  His  zetrl  w^ '  ds  ac¬ 
tive  im  fulfilling  this  da'ty,  i:j: 
wns  in  every  Other  whfch  npper? 
tained  td  the  prefent'fervke.  Nor 
#ai  his  fuccefs  difprOportioned  td 
his  zeal.  Whether  it  'proceeded 
from  the 'Governor’s  in  fluence' with 
the"  Indians,  their  avidrty  Vo'  felze 
the  prbfents  \vhich  vVere  ritfvV  libCt- 
raii}^  dillributed'  amohgd  them^' 
from  their  own  intiak  ‘  thifft  for 
war  anti-  plunder,  dr  more  proba¬ 
bly,  from  the  joint  operation  6f 
all  thefe  caufes,  their  remote 
well  as  near' nations  poured  forth 
thoir  warriors  in  fuch  abundaficd, 
that  he  became  at  length  appre- 
henfive,  that  iheir  numbers  might 
render  them  an  incumbrance  rather 
than  an  aid  to  the  army. 

The  regular  force  allotted  to  the 
expedition  conduced  by  General 
■■  Bilrgoynd/ 
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Burgoync,  confining  of  Britifh  and 
German  troops,  amounted  107173 
men,  cxcluhvc  of  the  artillery 
corps.  Of  thefe,  the  German 
corps  (confiding  moltly  of  Bruaf- 
wickers)  amounted  to  3217.  The 
Ibrce  required  by  that  General  in 
the  propofals  which  he  laid  before 
the  Minider,  confided  of  8000  re¬ 
gulars,  rank  and  file,  befides  the 
artillery,  a  corps  of  watermen,  2000 
Canadians,  including  hatchetmen, 
and  other  workmen,  with  a  thou- 
fand,  or  more,  favages.  We  have 
no  certain  information  what  num¬ 
bers  of  thefe  auxiliaries  were  in  ac¬ 
tual  fervice  upon  the  expedition. 

Canada  was  largely  rated,  and 
Its  inhabitants  mr.d  have  fenfibly 
felt  the  proportion  which  they  were 
allotted  to  contribute  towards  this 
fervice.  In  the  propofals  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Minifter,  befides  the  mi¬ 
litia  and  various  fpecies  of  work¬ 
men  fuppofed  necelTary  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  attached  to  the  army, 
and  to  accompany  it  on  the  expe¬ 
dition,  chains  of  their  militia,  pa- 
troles,  and  pods,  were  expeded  to 
occupy  the  woods  in  the  frontiers 
on  the  rear  of  the  army,  partly  to 
intercept  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  enemy  and  the  ill  affeded 
in  Canada,  partly  to  prevent  de- 
fertion  and  to  procure  intelligence, 
and  for  various  other  duties  necef- 
fary  towards  keeping  the  country 
in  quiet.  Another  great  call  upon 
them  was  for  workmen  to  complete 
the  fortifications  at  Sorel,  St.John’s, 
Chamblee  and  Ille  au  Noix,  which 
it  was  fuppofed  would  amount  to 
2000  men.  A  dill  greater  call 
upon  the  Canadians,  and  the  more 
grievous*  as  it  was  at  their  feed* 
fi>wing  feafon,  was  for  the  tranf- 
port  of  all  the  provifions,  artillery- 
flores,  and  baggage  of  the  “rmy, 
Vo  L.  XX.  1777. 


from  the  different  repofitories  to  the 
water,  and  afterwards  at  the  car¬ 
rying  places,  befides  the  corvees 
for  making  the  roads.  It  was  efii- 
mated  that  this  fervice  would  for 
fome  time  before,  and  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  campaign,  require  no 
lei's  than  2000  men,  befides  a  very 
large  proportion  of  horfes  and 
carts. 

General  Burgoyne  was  feconded 
by  able  and  excellent  officers.  Of 
thefe,  Major-General  Philips  of 
the  artillery,  who  had  gained  fuch, 
dillinguilhed  renown  by  his  conduct 
in  that  fervice  during  the  late  war 
in  Germany,  deferves  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  mentioned.  He  was  like- 
wife  afiifted  by  the  Brigadier-Ge¬ 
nerals,  Frazer,  Povvel,  and  Ha¬ 
milton,  all  dillinguilhed  officers, 
with  the  Brunfwick  Major-General 
Baron  Reidefel,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Speeht.  The  army  was, 
in  every  refpcdl,  in  the  bell  condi¬ 
tion  that  could  poflibly  be  expe(5ted 
or  wilhed,  the  troops  being  in  the 
highell  fpirits,  admirably  difei-,. 
plined,  and  uncommonly  healthy. 

The  detachment  on  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Mohawk  River  under 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  did  not  proba* 
bly  exceed  feven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  confining  of  20®  drawn  from 
the  8th  and  34th  regiments,  a  re¬ 
giment  of  New-Yorkers,  lately 
raifed  by,  and  under  the  command 
of.  Sir  John  Johnfion,  being  moll- 
ly  emigrants  from  his  own  country 
adjoining  to  the  intended  feene  of 
aflion,  with  fome  Hanau  chalTcurs, 
a  company  of  Canadians,  and  an¬ 
other  of  newly  railed  rangers, 
Thefe  were  joined  by  a  llrong  body 
of  favages,  in  part  conduiled,  or 
if  it  may  be  termed  officered,  by  a 
number  of  Bricilh  and  Americana, 
The  regular  force  left  in  Canada, 

including 
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j'ncldding  the  Highland  emigrants 
tinder  that  denomination;  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  3700  men. 

The  army  being  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  and  encamped  at  the  River 
Bpuquet,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  at  no  very  great 
(^iftanee  to  the  northward  of  Crown 
Point,  General  Burgoyne,  there 
met  the  Indians  in  congrefs,  and 
afterwards,  in  compliance  with  the 
cuftoms  of  thofe  people,  gave  them 
a  war  feaft.  The  fpeech  which  he 
y  made  to  the  favages  upon 

June  21,  occaiion  has  been 

^777*  publiflied;.  It  was  cal¬ 
culated,  in  thofe  powerfol  ftrains 
of  elocution  by  which  that  gentle¬ 
man  is  diftinguiftied,  to  excite  their 
ardour  in  the  common  caufe,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  reprefs  their 
barbarity.  For  this  purpofe  he 
took  pains  in  explaining  to  them 
the  diftin^ion,  between  a  war  car-r 
Tied  on  again  ft  a  common  enemy, 
In  which  the  whole  country  and 
people  were  hoftile,  and  the  pre- 
fent,  in  which  good  and  faithful 
fubjedls  were  largely,  and  of  ne- 
cefiity,  intermixed  with  rebels  and 
traitors.  Upon  this  principle  he 
laid  down  fevefal  injunctions  for 
the  government  of  their  conduCt, 
particularly,  that  they  fhould  only 
kill  thofe.  who  were  oppofed  to 
them  in  arms ;  that  old  men,  wo¬ 
men,  children,  and  prifoners,- 
■fhould  be  held  facred^  from  the 
knife  or  hatchet,  even  in  the  heat 
6F  aCiual  conflict ;  that  they  fliould 
only  fcalp  thofe  whom  they  had 
flain  in  fair  oppofition ;  but  that 
under  no  pretence,  fubtlety,  or  co¬ 
lour  of  prevarication,  they  fliould 
fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even  dying  ; 
much  lefs  kill  perfons  in  that  con- 

dttioh,  by  -way  of  evading  the  in¬ 


junction.  And  they  were  promlfed 
a  compenfation  for  prifoners,  but 
informed  that  they  Ihould  be  called 
to  account  for  fcalps. .  Thefe  en¬ 
deavours  did  in  fome  meafure  mi- 
tigati?,  but  were  not  of  force  wholly 
to  reftrain  their  ferocity,  of  which 
fome  unhappy  inftances  afterwards 
appeared. 

The  General  foon  after  difperfed 
a  manifefto,  calculated  to  fpread 
terror  among  the  contumacious, 
and  particularly  to  revive  in  their 
minds  every  latent  impreftion  of 
fear  derived  from  knowledge  or  in¬ 
formation  of  the  cruel  operations  of 
the  favages,  whofe  nwrribers  were 
accordingly  magnified,  and  their 
eagernefs  to  be  let  I'oofe  to  their 
prey,  defcribed ,  with  ’  uncommon 
energy.  The  force  of  that  great 
power,  which  was ' h'oW:  Iptead  bj^ 
fek  and  land,  to  embrace  or  to 
crufti  eyery  part  of  Atnenca,  -was 
difplayed  in  full^  ex- 

pteffive  language.  The  rebellion, 
with  its  effects,  and  the  conduftof 
the  prefen  t  governors  and  govern^ 
ments,  ‘were  charged  with  the 
bigheft  colouring,  and  exhibited  a 
moft  hideous  pifture,  ,  of  unparaU 
leled  injuftice,  cruelty,  perfecutioa 
and  tyranny.  Encouragement  arid 
employment  were  affured  to  thofe, 
who  with  a  difppritian  and  ability 
fuited  to  the  purpofe,  fliould  ac¬ 
tually  affift  in^  redeeming  their 
country  from  flavery,  and  in  the 
re-eftablifliment  of  legal  govern¬ 
ment,  Protection  and  fecurity, 
doused  with  conditions,  reftri'Cled 
by  circumftances,  and  rather  im¬ 
perfectly  or  inexplicitly  expreffed, 
were  held  out  to  the  peaceable  and 
induftrious,  who  continued  in  their 
habitations.  And  all  the  calami¬ 
ties  and  outrages  gf  arrayed 
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%tL  their  inofl  terrific  v forms,  were 
denounced  againd  thofe  who  per- 
fevered  in  their  hodility. 

The  army  having  made  a  Ihort 
day  at  Crown  Point,  for  the  cda- 
blifhn^ent  of  magazines,  an  hofpi- 
tal,  and  other  necedary  f^vicesj 
proceeded,  in  concert  with  the  na¬ 
val  armament,  to  inved  Ticonde- 
roga,  which  was  the  fird  pbjedl  of 
their  dedination.  Although  the 
rafh.  and  ill  conduced  attempt 
made  upon- that -place  in^the  year 
1758,  with  the  confequent  repul  fe 
and  heavy  lofs  fudained  by  the 
Bidtifh,  frp^y>  rendered  it.  at.  that 
time  'an.f)bje£l  of  general  attention, 
it  may,  not  at  this-  didance_  of  time 
be  vvbolLy  unneceiTary  to  take  fome 
notice  of  its  fiiuation,  as  well  a%of 
its  date  of  defence. 

Ticonderoga  lies  on  tjhe  wedern 
ihore,  ^nd  only  a  few  mil^s  to  the 
northwardirom  the  commencement 
of  that- narrow  inlet,  by  ]w|imh,the 
water  frpm.  Lake  George ;CO.u- 
veyed  to  Lake  Champlain.  Crown 
Point.lies  about  a  dozen  miles  far¬ 
ther  north  at  the  extremity  ofthat 
inlet.  The  lird  of  thefe  pjace-s  js 
fituated  on  an  angle  of  land,  which 
IS  furrounded  on  three  Tides  by  wa¬ 
ter,  and  that  covered  by  rocks.  A 
great  parr  of  the  fourth  fide  was 
covered  by  a  deep  morafs,  and 
where  that  fails,  the  old  French 
lines  dill  continued  as  adefenceon 
the  northrwed  quarter.  The  Ame¬ 
ricans  drengthened  thefe  lines 
with  additional  works  and  a  block- 
houfe.  They  had  other  pods  with 
works  and  blockhoufes,  on  the 
left,  towards  Lake  George.  To 
the  right  of  the  French  lines  they 
had  allb  two  new  blockhoufes  with 
Pther  works. 

On  the  eadern  (bore  of  the  inlet, 
and  oppofite  to  Ticonderoga,  the 


Americans  had  taken  dill  more 
pains  in  fortifying  a  high  circular 
hill  to  which  they’ gave  the -Jiamc 
of  JVdount  Independence.  .On  the 
iiimmit  of  this, which  isTAhleland^ 
they  had  ere^led  a  dar  i  fort,; .  en* 
clofing  a  large  fq.uare  of  barracks, 
well  fortified  and  fupplied  with  ar¬ 
tillery.  The  foot  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  which  on  ,  the  wed  fide  pro^ 
-jeded  into  .the  water,  was  drongly 
entrenc-hed  to  its  edge,  and  tbe 
entrenchaient  well  lined  with  heavy 
artillery.  ;  A.  battery  about  hatf 
way  up  the  mount,  Lidained  and 
covered  thefe  lower  vvorks.  - 

The  .  Arrvericans,  with  .their 
qfual  indudryj  had  joined  thefe 
two  pods  by  abridge  of  communi¬ 
cation  thrown  over  the  inlet.  This 
^as,  like  fnany' other  of  their  per¬ 
formances,  .a  great  and  mod  labo¬ 
rious  work,  Thebridgewas'jfup- 
ported  on-za  fi^nken  piers  oLVery 
large  gimb^in^  placed  a t.i  nearly 
eqqal  didances;  the’  fpaces  be¬ 
tween  thhfe  were  filled  with  fepa- 
rate  fioaxs,  each  about  fifty  f?et 
■  long  and  twelve  feet  wide,  lUong- 
ly  fa  den  ed.  together  v/ith  chains 
and  .rivets,  and  as  efFeftualiy -.at¬ 
tached  to  the  funken  pillars/'  On 
the/  Lake  Ghamplain  dde  of  the 
bridge,  it  was  defended,  by  a  boom 
compofed-  pf  very  large  p  etes  .of 
tim-ber,.  fadened  together  bvo ri¬ 
ver  t,ed  bolts  and  dot* ole  cha'ins,. 
made  of  iron  an  inch  and  diailf 
fquare.  Thus  not  only  a  commu¬ 
nication  was  maintained  betwean 
thefe  two  pods,  but  all  accefs  by 
water  froni  the  northern  fide  was 
totally  cut  off. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
inlet  immediately  after  paffing. Ti¬ 
conderoga,  affumes  a  new  form; 
fuddenly  widening  to  a  condder- 
able  breadth,  and  becoming  navi- 
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g*blc  to  veffels  of  bCirden,  (b  from 
thence  it  alfo  holds  the  name  of 
Champlain,  although  it  is  not  yet 
properly  a  part  of  the  lake.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fouthern  gut 
frpm  Lake  George,  befides  being 
narrow,  is  alfo  rendered  unnavi* 
gable  by  ihallows  and  falls  ;  but 
on  Jts  arrival  at  Ticondcroga,  it 
is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  eaftern  fide,  called,  in 
this  part*  South  River,  but  higher 
up  towards  its  fource,  before  the 
junction  of  the  elder  branch  with 
the  younger,  which  runs  from 
South  Bay,  it  is  known  under  the 
appellation  of  Wood  Creek,  The 
confluence  of  thefe  waters  at  Ti- 
conderoga,  forms  a  fmaJl  bay  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  bridge  of 
communication,  and  the  point  of 
land  formed  by  their  jun^ion,  is 
compofed  of  a  mountain  called 
Sugar  Hill, 

.  Notwithflanding  the  apparent 
'.ilrength  of  Ticondcroga  from 
what  we  have  hitherto  feen,  it 
is  entirely  overlooked,  and  its 
works  elFedually  commanded  by 
Sugar  Hill.  This  circumftance 
occafioned  a  confultation  among 
the  Americans  as  to  the  fortifying 
of  that  Mount ;  but  their  works 
were  already  far  too  extenfive  for 
their  powers  of  defence,  and 
would  require  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  men  to  be  effedually  man¬ 
ned.  It  was  likewife  hoped,  that 
the  difficulty  of  accefs  to  the  Su¬ 
gar  Mount,  and  the  favage  in- 
i  equality  of  its  furface,  would  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  attempting 
to  profit  of  its  fituation. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  dif¬ 
ficult  from  the  information  before 
us,  to  form  any  authentic  elli- 
mate  of  the  number  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  that  were  in  the  a^ual  de- 
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fence  of  thefe  two  polis.  It  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  commander  in  Chief, 
General  St.  Clair’s  exculpatory 
letter  to  the  congrefs,  as  well  as 
by  the  refolutions  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  war,  which  accompanies 
it,  that  his  whole  force,  includ¬ 
ing  T^oo  militia,  who  were  to 
quit  him  in  a  few  days,  was 
only  about  300a  men  ;  that  thefe 
were  ill  equipped,  and  worfc 
armed ;  particularly  in  the  arti¬ 
cle  of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  eflen- 
tial  in  the  defence  of  lines,  that 
they  had  not  one  to  ten  of  their 
number.  This  account  would 
feem  not  only  fatisfadlory  but 
conclufivc,  if  it  had  cot  beeiF 
contradicted  by  others.  In  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  tranfaClions  of  the 
campaign,  tranfmitted  by  the  war 
office  of  MaiTachufetts  Bay  to  the 
American  deputies  in  France, 
and  for  the  conveyance  of  which 
a  light  (hip  was  fent  out  on  pur- 
pofe,  they  flate  St.  Clair’s  force 
at  near  5000  men  well  equipped 
and  armed.  It  is,  however,  to 
be  obferved,  that  they  talk  with 
great  bitternefs  of  that  General’s 
conduct,  as  he  had  done  in  his  firit 
letter  to  congrefs,  with  refped  to 
the  behaviour  of  two  of'  their  re-- 
giments :  It  may  alfo  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  in  a  ftatement  of 
their  ■  affairs  intended  to  operate 
upon  the  fentiments  and  conduCI 
of  a  court,  from  which  they  al¬ 
ready  received  effential  benefits, 
and  looked  forward  to  muck 
greater,  they  would  rather  in- 
creafe  the  weight  of  blame  upon 
an  unfortunate  officer,  than  de- 
traCI  from  the  public  opinion  of 
their  own  condiiCl  and  pov/er,  by  at¬ 
tributing  weaknefs  to  their  coun¬ 
cils,  or  incfficacy  to  their  arms;  ^ 

As 
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As  the  royal  army  approached 
to  the  .objccl  of  its  deftination, 
it  advanced  with  equal  caution 
and  order,  on  both  (ides  of  the 
lake,  the  naval  force  keeping  its 
ftation  in  the  centre,  until  the  one 
had  begun  to  enclofe  the  enemy 
on  the  land  fide,  and  the  fri¬ 
gates  and  gun*  boats  call  anchor 
jail  out  of  cannon  fhot  from  their 
works.  Upon  the  near  approach 
of  the  right  wing  on  the  Ticon- 
dcroga  fide,  upon  the  2d  of  July, 
the  Americans  immediately  aban¬ 
doned  and  fet  fire  to  their  works, 
block- houfes,  and  faw-mills,  to¬ 
wards  Lake  George,  and  with¬ 
out  fally,  interruption,  or  the 
fmallell  motion  of  diverfion,  per¬ 
mitted  Major  General  Phillips  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  very  advan¬ 
tageous  poll  of  Mount  Hope, 
which  befides  commanding  their 
lines  in  a  great  and  dangerous 
degree,  totally  cut  off  their  com¬ 
munication  with  that  lake.  The 
fame  lupincnefs  and  total  want 
of  vigour  appeared  in  every  thing 
on  their  fide,  except  in  the  keep¬ 
ing  up  of  an  ineffeftual  roar  of 
cannon,  which  was  fo  much  oon- 
temned  on  the  other  as  ivot  to  be 
once  rettirned,. 

la  the  mean  while,  the  royal 
army  proceeded  with  fuch  expe¬ 
dition  in  the  conllru6lion  of  its 
works,  the  bringing  up  of  artil¬ 
lery,  ftores  and  provifions,  and 
che  cilablilhment  of  its  polls  and 
communications,  that  by  the  5th, 
matters  were  fo  far  advanced,  as 
to  require  little  more  time  for 
compeatly  invelling  the  polls  on 
both  fides  of  the  lake.  Sugar 
Hill  was  alfo  examined,  and  the 
advantages  it  prefented  were  fo 
important,  though  attended  with 
liunnite  labour  and  difficulty, 


from  the  neceffity  of  making  a' ' 
road  to  its  top  through  very 
rough  ground,  and  conllrudinga 
level  there  for  a  battery,  that 
this  arduous  talk  was  undertaken, 
and  already  far  advanced  towards 
its  completion,  through  the/pirit, 
judgment,  and  adive  induflry  of 
General  Phillips, 

In  thefe  circum fiances,  a  hafly 
council  was  on  that  day  held 
by  the  American  Generals,  to 
which  their  principal  went,  as  he 
informs  us,  already  predetermined 
as  to  his  condud.  It  was  re- 
prefented,  that  their  whole  effedive 
numbers  were  not  fufficient  to 
man  one.  half  of  the  works; 
that  as  the  whole  mull  confe- 
quently  be  upon  conflant  duty* 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  them 
to  fuflain  the  fatigue  for  any 
length  of  time ;  and  that  as  the 
enemy  ^s  batteries  were  ready  to 
open,  and  tke  place  would  be 
completely  jnvcfled  on  all  fides 
within  24  hours,  nothing  could 
fave  the  troops,  but  an  immediate 
evacuation  of  both  polls.  This 
determination  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  council,  and 
the  place  was  accordingly  eva¬ 
cuated  on  that  night. 

However  juflly  this  reprefen- 
tation  of  their  condition  and  cir- 
cumflances  was  founded,  and 
however  neceffary  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  council  was  in  the 
prefent  flate  of  their  affairs,  one 
apparently  capital  error  on  the  fide 
of  the  commanders,  mull  llrike 
every  common  obferver.  If  their 
force  was  not  fufficient  for  the 
defence  of  the  works,  why  did 
they  not  form  this  refolution  in 
time  ?  Why  did  they  not  with¬ 
draw  the  troops,  artillery,  and 
flores,  and  demoliffi  the  works 
[ATJ  3  before 
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before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  ? 
Why^  did  they  wait  to  be  nearly 
furroanded,  until  their  retreat 
was  more  ruinous  than  a  fur- 
render  under  any  conditions  that 
could  be  propofsd,  and  little  lefs 
deftrudive  in  the  event,  than  if 
the  works  had  been  carried  by 
dorm  ? 

Xhefe  are  queflions  that  time 
and  better  information  alone  can 
anfwer,  if  ever  they  ihould  clear¬ 
ly  an  fwer,  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Generals. 

The  baggage  of  the  army, 
with  fuch  artillery,  ftores,  and 
proviiions,  as  the  neceffity  of  the 
time  would  permit,  were  em¬ 
barked  with  a  llrong  detachment 
on  board  above  260  batteaux, 
and  difpatched,  under  convoy  of 
five  armed  gallies,  up  the  fouth 
river,  in  their  Way  to  Skenef- 
borough.  The  main  army  took 
its  route  by  the  way  of  Cape¬ 
town,  to  reach  the  fame  place 
by  land. 

T  1  bgbt  of  the 

July  CK  .  jj^orning  had  no  fooner 

difcovered  the  flight  of  the  enemy, 
than  their  main  body  v/as  eager¬ 
ly  purfued  by  Brigadier  General 
Frazer,  at  the  head  of  his  bri¬ 
gade,  confiding  of  the  light 
troops,  grenadiers,  and  fome  o- 
ther  corps.  Major  General  Reide- 
fel  v/as  alfo  ordered  to  join  in 
the,purfuit  by  land,  with  the 
greater  part  of  the  Brunfwick 
troops,  either  to  fupport  the  Bri¬ 
gadier,  or  to  aft  feparately,  as 
occafion  might  require,  or  cir- 
cumllances  direft.  The  enemy 
left  a  prodigious  ^artillery  behind 
them,  which  with  thofe  taken  or 
deflroyed  in  the  armed  vefTels  at 
bkenefborough,  amounted  to  no 
lefjs  than  128  pieces,  of  all  forts, 
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ferviceable  and  unferviceable. 
They  alfo  left  fome  military  dorej  . 
of  different  forts,  and  ho  incon- 
fiderable  dock  of  provifions  in  the  . 
forts.  . 

General  Burgoyne  condufted  die 
purfuit  by  water  in  perfon.  That 
brigde  and  thofe  works,  which 
the  Americans  had  laboured  hard 
foi-  ten  months  to  render  impene¬ 
trable,  were  cut  through  in  lefs 
time  by  the  BridfK  feamen  and 
artificers,  than  it  would  have  cpft 
them  to  have  defcribed  their 
drufture.  In  a  word,  they  did 
their  bufinefs  wi,th  fuch  fpeed 
and  effeft,  that  not  only  the  gun 
boats,  but  the  Royal  peoyge  and. 
Inflexible  frigates,  had  pafled 
through  the  bridge  by  nine  o^clock 
in  the  morning.  Several  regi¬ 
ments  embarked  on  board  the  . 
veflels,  and  the  purfuit  up  the, 
river  was  fupported  with  fuch, 
vigour,  that  by  three  o’clock,  in. 
the  afternoon,  the  foremojj  bri¬ 
gade  of  the  gun-boats,  was  clofe- 
ly  engaged  with  the  enemies  gal¬ 
lies  near  Skenefborough  Falls, 
in  the  mean  time,  three  regi¬ 
ments  which  had  been  landed  at 
South  Bay,  afcended  and. pafled  a 
mountain  with  great  expedition, 
in  order  to  attack  the  enemy’s 
works  at  the  falls,  and  thereby 
cut  off  their  retreat.  But  tlieir 
fpeedy  flight  prevented  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  that  defign.  Upon  the 
approach  of  the  frigates,  the 
gallies,  which  were  already  over¬ 
borne  by  the  gun-boats,  lofl:  ail 
fpirit’;  two.  of  them  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  taken,  and  three  blown 
up.  The  rebels  now  giving  way 
to  thein  defpair,  fet  Are  to  their 
works,  flockaded  fort,  mills,  an4 
batteaux,  after  which  they  efcape4 
as  w;^!!  as  ;hey  conid  up  the  Wood 

Creek, 
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^reelc.  This  ftroke  feemed  to 
cdmplete  the  ruin  of  their  ill- 
fated  army,  for  the  batteaux  were 
deeply  loaded,  befides  their  bag¬ 
gage,  with  ammunition,  (lores, 
and  providons ;  fo  that  they  were 
row  left  naked  in  the  wood-s, 
deftitute  of  provifion,  and'  with¬ 
out  any  other  means  of  defence, 
than  what  they  (derived  from  the 
arms  in  their  hands. 

Confufion  and  difmay,  equally 
attended  their  main  body  on  the 
left.  The  foldiers  had  loft  all 
refpedl  for,  and  confidence  in 
their  commanders.  It  would  be 
fruitlefs  to  expedl  refolution, 
where  no  order  nor  command 
could  be  maintained. 

‘Brigadier  Frazer  continued  and 
fupported  the  chace  through  the 
vehement  heat  of  a  burning  day, 
with  his  tifual  activity  and  vi¬ 
gour.  Having  received  intelli¬ 

gence  that  the  enemy’s  rear  were 
at  no  great  diftance,  and  were 
commanded  by  Colonel  Francis, 
one  of  their  beft  and  braveft 
officers,  his  troops  lay  that  night 
on  their  arms.  He  came  up 

,  with  the  enemy,  at  five 

*  *  in  the  morning,  whom 

he  found  ftrongly  polled,  wjth 
great  advantage  of  ground,  and 
a  Hill  greater  fuperiority  in  point 
of  number.  As  he  expedled  every 
moment  to  be  joined  by  General 
Reidefel,  and  was  appreheniive 
that  the  enemy  might  efcape  if 
he  delayed,  he  did  not  hefitate 
to  begin  the  attack.  The  advan¬ 
tages  which  they  poflelTed  in 
ground  and  number,  and  perhaps 
more  than  both,  the  goodnefs  of 
their  commander,  induced  them 
to  make  a  better  ftand  than  might 
have  been  expcdled  from  their 
tondition  in  other  refpeds. 
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As  Frazer’s  corps  was  not  fup* 
ported  near  fo  foon  as  had  been 
expedled,  the  engagement  was 
long  ;  and  though  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  and  granadiers  gave  feve- 
ral  (Iriking  proofs  of  their  fu- 
periority,  affairs  were  dill  unde¬ 
cided  and  critical.  The  arrival 
of  the  Germans  was  at  length 
decifive.  The  enemy  fled  on  all 
Tides,  leaving  their  brave  com¬ 
mander,  with  many  other  officers, 
and  above  zoo.private  men,  dead 
on  the  field.  About  the  fame 
number,  befides  a  Colonel,  feven 
Captains,  and  ten  Subalterns  were 
taken  prifoners.  Above  600  were 
fuppofed  to  be  wounded,  many 
of  whom  periflied  miferably  in 
the  woods.  The  principal  lofs 
on  the  fide  of  the  royal  army, 
was  that  of  Major  Grant,  a 
brave  officer,  who  was  killed.  St. 
Clair,  with  the  van  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army,  was'  at  this  time  at 
Callletown,  about  fix  miles  far¬ 
ther  on.  Upon  the  account  of 
this  difafter,  and  of  the  more 
fatal  ftroke  at  Skenefcorough,  and 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  being 
intercepted  at  Fort  Anne,  he 
ftruck  on  to  the  woods  on  his 
left,  probably  uncertain  whether 
he  (hould  diredl  his  courfe  to¬ 
wards  the  New  England  provinces 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  Con- 
nedlicut,  or  to  Fort  Edward, 

During  thefe  advantages  on  the 
left,  Colonel  Hill  was  detach¬ 
ed  with  the  9th  regiment  from 
Skeneftjorough  towards  Fort  Anne, 
in  order  to  intercept  the  fugitives 
who  fled  along  the  Wood  Creek, 
whilft  another  part  of  the  army 
was  employed  in  carrying  bat¬ 
teaux  over  the  falls,  in  order  to 
facilitate  their  movement,  to  dif- 
lodge  the  enemy  from  that  poft. 
[K]  4  In 
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In  that  expedition,  the  Colonel 
was  attacked  by  a  body  of  the 
enemy,  confifting,  as  he  conceived, 
of  fix  times  the  num^r  of  his 
detachment,  who  finding  all  their 
eiforts  in  front  inelfeclual  to  force 
the  judicious  pofition  which  he 
had  taken,  attempted  to  furround 
the  regiment.  This  alarming 
attempt,  put  him  under  a  neceU 
fity  of  changing  his  ground  in 
the  heat  of  adion.  Nothing  lefs 
than  the  moft  perfed  difcipline, 
fgpported  by  the  cooleil:  intrepi¬ 
dity,  cegld  have  enabled  the  re¬ 
giment  to  execute  fo  critical  a 
movement  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  and  in  fach  circumllances. 
It  was  however  performed  withfuch 
headinefs  andelFed,  that  the  enemy, 
after  an  attack  of  three  hours,  were 
fo  totally  repulfed,  and  with  fuch 
lofs,  that  after  fetdng  fife  to  Foft 
Anne,  they  fled  with  the  utmofl 
precipitation  towards  Fort  Edward, 
upon  the  Hudfon’s  river. 

The  lofs  of  the  royal  army,  in 
all  this  fervice,  and  jn  fo  many 
different  engagements,  fome  of 
which  were  warm,  and  feemed 
liable  >^tp  lofs,  was  very  fmalh 
The  whole  in  killed  and  wounded, 
not  much  ejcceeding  tvyo  hundred 
men. 

6uch  was  the  rapid  torrent  of 
fuccefs,  which  fwept  every  thing 
away  before  the  northern  army  in 
its  outfet.  It  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  if  both  officers  and  pri¬ 
vate  men  were  highly  e|ated  with 
tjieir  fortune,  and  deemed  that 
and  their  prowefs  to  be  irrefifli- 
ble  ;  if  they  regarded  their  enemy 
with  the  greatefl  contempt,  con-r 
fidered  their  own  toils  to  be  near¬ 
ly  at  an  end,  Albany  to  be  already 
in  their  hands ;  and  the  redudlion 
pf  northern  provinces  to  be 


rather  a  matter  of  fome  time,  than 
an  arduous  talk,  full  of  dlfliculty 
and  danger. 

At  home,  the  joy  and  exulta¬ 
tion  was  extreme;  not  only  at 
court,  but  with  all  thofe  who  hop¬ 
ed  or  wi filed  the  unqualified  fub- , 
jugation^  and  unconditional  fub- 
miflioh  of  the  colonies.  The  lofs 
in  reputation  was  greater  to  the 
Americans,  and  capable  of  more 
fatal  cpnfequence.s,  than  even  that 
of  ground,  of  pods,  of  artillery, 
or  of  men.  All  the  contemptuous 
and  moft  degrading  charges  which 
had  been  rpade  by  their  enemies, 
of  their  wanting  the  refolution 
and  abilities  of  men,  even  in  the 
defence  of  whatever  was  dear  to 
them, were  now  repeated  and  believ¬ 
ed.  Thofe  who  ftill  regarded  them 
as  men,  and  who  had  not  yet  loft 
all  affe<5Iibn  to  them  as  brethren ; 
who  alfo  retained  hopes  that  a  happy 
reconciliation  upon  conftitutional 
principles,  without  facrificing  th© 
dignity  or  the  juft  authority  of  go¬ 
vernment  on  the  one  fide,  or  s  de- 
relidion  of  the  rights  of  freemen 
on  the  other,  was  not  even  now  im- 
pofiible,  Rotwithftanding  their  fa**  , 
vourable  difpofitions  in  general, 
could  not  help  fueling  npon  this 
occafion,  that  the  Americans  funk 
not  a  li|tle  in  their  eftimation.  It 
was  not  difficult  to  diffufe  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  w^r  in  effe^  was 
over  j  ^n4  that  any  further  refift- 
ance,  would  feyve  only  to  render 
the  terms  of  their  fubmiflion  the 
wprfe.  Suefi  were  fome  of  the 
immediate  effedis  of  the  lofs  of 
thofe  gran4  keys  o!  North 
rica,  Tipowtleroga  and  the  lakes. 

General  Burgoyne  continued  foe 
fo.me  days,  with  the  army  partly 
at  Skenelborough,  and  partly 
fpread  in  the  adjoining  country, 

They 
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They  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  tents, 
baggage,  and  provifions.  In  the 
mean  time,  no  labour  was  fpared 
in  opening  roads  by  the  way  of 
Fort  Anne,  for  advancing  againft 
the  enemy.  Equal  induftry  was 
uled  in  clearing  the  Wood  Creek 
from  the  obftacles  of  fallen  trees, 
funken  Hones,  and  other  impedu 
ments  which  had  been  laid  in  the 
way  by  the  enemy,  in  order  to. 
open  a  palTage  for  batteaux,  for 
the  conveyance  of  artillery,  ilores, 
provifions,  and  camp  equipage. 
Nor  was  lefs  diligence  ufed  at. 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  carrying 
of  gun -boats,  provi fieri  veffelsp 
and  batteaux,  over  land  into  Lake 
George.  Thefe  were  all  laborious 
works,  but  the  fpirit  of  the  army 
was  at  that  time  fuperior  to  toil 
or  danger*  ' 

General  Schuyler  was  at  Fort 
Edward  upon  the  Hudfon’s  river, 
where  he  was  endeavouring  to 
colleft  the  militia,  and  had  been 
joined  by  St.  Clair,  with  the 
wretched  remains  of  his  army, 
who  bad  taken  a  round  about 
march  of  feven  days  through  the 
woods,  in  which,  from  the  e;t- 
ceeding  badnefs  of  the  weather, 
with  the  want  of  covering,  pro- 
vifions,  and  all  manner  of  necefia- 
ries,  they  had  fuffered  the  moH 
extreme  mlfery.  Many  others  of 
the  fugitives  had  alfo  arrived  ; 
but  fo  totally  broken  down,  that 
they  were  nearly  as  deflitute  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  all  the 
materials  of  war,  as  they  were  of 
vigour,  hope,  and  fpirit,  to  ufe 
them  with  effedt. 

Although  the  direft  diHance 
from  Fort  Anne,  where  the  bat¬ 
teaux  navigation  on  Wood  Creek 
determined,  or  even  from  Skenef- 
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borough  to  Fort  Edward,  was  no 
greater,  than  what  in  England 
would  be  confidcred  as  a  mode¬ 
rate  ride  of  exercife,  yet  fuch  is 
the  favage  face  and  impracticable 
nature  of  the  country,  and  fuch 
were  the  artificial  difficulties  which 
the  induilry  of  the  enemy  had 
thrown  in  the  way,  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army  thither,  was  a 
work  of  much  preparation,  time, 
and  labour.  It  will  fcarcely  be 
believed  in  after,  times,  and  may 
now  be  received  with  difficulty  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  that 
it  coH  an  adlive  and  fpirited  army, 
without  an  enemy  in  force  to  im¬ 
pede  its  progrefs,  not  many  fewer 
days  in  palTing  from  one  part  to 
another  of  a  country,  than  the 
diftance,  in  a  direCl  line,  would 
have  meafured  miles.  Yet  fuch, 
however  extraordinary,  is  thefadl. 
Befides  that  the  country  was  a 
wildernefs  in  almofl  every  part 
of  the  pafTage,  the  enemy  had  cut 
large  timber  trees  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  on  both  lides  of  the  road, 
as  fall  acrofs  and  lengthways, 
with  their  branches  interwoven  ;  fo 
that  the  troops  had  feveral  layers  of 
thefe  frequently  to  remove,  in  places 
where  they  could  not  poffibly  take 
any  other  diredtion.  The  face  of 
the  country  was  Ijkewife  fo  broken 
with  creeks  and  marlhes,  that  in 
that  ffiort  fpace,  they  had  no  lefs 
than  forty  bridges  to  conftrudt, 
befides  others  to  repair ;  and  one 
of  thefe  was  of  log  work,  over  a 
morafs  two  miles  in  extent.  All 
thefe  toils  and  difficulties  were  en* 
countered  and  overcome  by  the 
troops  with  their  ufual  fpirit  and 
alacrity.  The  enemy  were  too 
weak,  too  much  difpirited,  and 
probably  too  much  afraid  of  the 
Indians,  to  add  very  materially 

to 
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to  th&fe  difficulties.  Som^  iklr- 
miffiing  and  firing  therd  was, 
however,  ori  every  day’s  march, 
in  which,  as  ufual,  they  cohllantly 
came  offi  Idiers. 

It  is  true,  that  General  Bur- 
goyne  might  have  adopted  ano¬ 
ther  route  to  Hud  Ton’s  river,  by 
which  mofl:  of  thefe  particular  dif¬ 
ficulties  would  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed.  By  returning  down  the  South 
river  to  Ticonderoga,  he  might 
again  have  embarked  the  ar.niy  on 
Lake  George,  and  proceeded  to  ' 
,  the  fort  which  takes  its  name,  and 
lies  at  its  head,  &om  whence  there 
is  a  waggon  road  to  Fort  Edward. 
To  this  it  was  objeded,  and  pro¬ 
bably  with  reafon,  that  a  retro¬ 
grade  motion  in  the  height  of' 
vidory,  would  tend  greatly  to 
abate  that  panic  with  which  the 
enemy  were  confounded  and  over¬ 
whelmed  ;  that  it  would  even  cool 
the  ardour,  and  check  the-  anima¬ 
tion  of  the  troops,  to  call  them 
off  from  the  profecution  of  their 
fuccefs,  to  a  cold  and  fpiritlefs 
voyage;,  and  that  their  expedition 
would  undoubtedly  be  checked  by 
the  refinance  and  delay  !  which 
they  muft  exped  at  Fort  George; 
whereas  when  the  garrifon  per¬ 


ceived  that  the  army  was  march-, 
ing  in  a  diredion,  which  was 
likely  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  they 
would  undoubtedly  confult  their 
fafety  in  time,  by  abandoning  the 
poft*  ’  V  ’ 

The  enemy  abandoned  Fort  Ed¬ 
ward,  and  retired  to  Saratoga,  at 
the  approach  of  the  royal  army, 
which,  from  the  impediments  we 
have  Teen  in  the  march,  was  not 
until  the  end  of  July.  The  en- 
thu^arrh  of  the  army,  as  well  as 
of  the  General,  bpqn  their  arrival 
on  the  Hudfbn’f  river,  which  had 
been  fo  long  the  dbjed  of  their 
hopes  and  wifhes,  may  be  better 
conceived  than  defcribed.  As  the 
enemy,  by  previoufiy  abandoning 
Fort  George,  .and  burning  their 
veffels,  had  left,  the  lake  entirely 
open,  a  great  embarkation  of  pro- 
vifions,  ftores,  and  necelTaries,  was’ 
already,  arrived  at  that  poll  from 
Ticonderoga.  The  array  was  ac-  , 
cordingly  fully  ,  and  immediately 
employed,  in  tranfporting  thefe 
articles,  with  artillery,  batteaux,’ 
and  fuch  other  matters  as  they 
judged  neceffary  for  the  profecti- 
tion  of  their  future  roeafures,  from 
Fort  George  to  Hudfon’s  river^ 


CHAP. 
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General  terror  excited  ly  the  lofs  of  Ticonderogay  and  the  expedled  pro^ 
grefs  of  the  fa^vages  .  Jdew  England  go^vernments  notnjjithftanding  jbeni:  no 
appearance  of  Jubniijfion.  Arnold  fent  <^ith  a  reinforcement  to  the 
northern  army.  111  ejfeds  produced  by  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians.  Dif- 
ficulties  experienced  by  the  royal  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Ed^ 
*wardy  and  in  the  conveyance  f  provifions  and. fores  from  Lake  George, 
Moveinent  made  dovsn.  the  North  River y  and,  ,a  bridge  of  rafts  throvon 
over  near  Saratoga,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  Colonel  St, 
Leger.  Expedition  to  furpricce  the  magazines  at  Bennington,,  under  the 
ccnduSi  of  Colonel  Baum  Colonel  Brsyman  ordered  forvoard  to  fitpport 
the  expedition.  Baum  defeated  and  taken  prif oner  ;  Br'eyman  alfo .defeat-,, 
td.  Ill  confequences.  Fort  Stanvuix  obfrnatply  defe7ided  againf  Colonel 
St,  Leger.  General  Harkimer  attempts  to  relieve  the  fort  voith  a  body 
of  militia,  nvho  are  mofly  cut  to  pieces.  Cruelty,  and  ill  conduit  of  the 
fdvages  \  grov)  fullest  and  intraliahle  i  oblige  Colo^xel  St,  Leger  to  raife 
the  fege  vsith  precipitation  and  lofs.  Villainy  of  their  behaviour  on  the 
retreat.  Siege  raij.ed  before  the  arrival  of  Arnold  and  his  detachTne72t 
io  jhe  relief  of  the  fort.  General  Gates  takes  the  command  of  .the.  Arne-,, 
rican  army.  General  Burgoyne  with  the  royal  arsny  pafs  the  North  River 
at  Saratoga,  and  advance  to  attack  the  e7ie7ny  -near  Still  Water.  Dtjfe^ 
rexce  of  opinion  upon  that  tneafure,  as  well  as  the  motives  which  led  to  its 
being  adopted.  Severe  and  heavy  aliion  on  the  nineteenth  of  Sep- 
tetnbcr.  Both  armies  fortify  their  camps.  Unfortunate  aliion  on  the 
feventh  of  Oliober.  Camp  formed.  Death  of  Ge7ieral  Frazer,  Co-, 
lonf  Breyman,  and  Sir  fames  Clarke.  Dif  refed  fituation  of  the 
royal  artny.  Maferly  tnovement  made,  and  an  entire  new  poftiojt 
taken  in  the  night.  Neva.  engage7n€nt  eagerly  fought,  but  refujed  on. 
the  next  day  .  by  the  enemy.  Retreat  to  Saratoga.  Previous  defertion 
of  the  Indians  and  others.  Royal  army  reduced  to  the  utmof  freights. 
Nearly  furrounded  on  all fdes.  Cut  off  from  all  means  of  fubffence, 
and  ppflbility  of  retreat.  Councils  of  war.  Conventio7i  concluded 
with  General  Gates  ■  STe^yis  of  the  convention.  State  of  the  army, 
Succefsful  expedition  by  S.r  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Vaughan  up  the 
No7‘th  River.  Several  forts  taken  ;  Efppus  a)td  other  places  defrayed. 
Colonel  Campbell,  with  the  Majors  Sill  and  Grant,  and  Count  Gra- 
boufie,  a  Poliff  nobleman,  killed  in  this  expedition.  Sortie  obfervations 
on  the  campaign, 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  powers  and  numbers  of  the 
the  aftonilhment  and  ter-  favages,  added  perhaps  to  the 
ror,  which  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga,  elFed.  It  was  remarkable,  how- 
and  its  immediate  confequences,  ever,  that  in  the  midil  of  all  thefe 
fpread  throughout  the  New  Eng-  difaders,  and  confequent  terrors, 
land  provinces.  The  General’s  no  fort  of  difpofition  to  fubmit  ap- 
marlifedo,  in  which  he  difplayed  pearcd  in  any  quarter. 

The 
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The  New  England  governments 
in  particular,  though  mofi;  imme¬ 
diately  menaced,  did  not  link  un¬ 
der  their  apprehenlion  of  theeom- 
nioii  danger.  They,  as  well  as 
the  congrels,  a£led  with  vigour 
and  lirmnefs  in  their  efforts 
to  repel  the  enemy.  Arnold* 
whom  we  have  lately  feen  at  the 
engagement  at  Danbury,  was  ini' 
mediately  fent  to  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  the  northern  army,  who 
carried  with  him  a  train  of  artil¬ 
lery  which  he  received  from  Walh- 
ington.  On  his  arrival  he  drew 
the  A  merican  troops  back  from 
Saratoga  to  Still  Water,  a  central 
iituation  between  that  place,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk  river, 
where  it  falls  into  Hudfon’s.  This 
movement,  was  to  be  the  nearer  at 
hand  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
Colonel  St.  Leger,  who  was  now 
advancing  upon  the  former  of  thefe 
rivers.  His  forces  were  daily  in- 
creafed  through  the  outrages  of 
thefavages,  who,  notwithllanding 
the  regulations  and  endeavours  of 
Oenerai  Burgoyne,  were  too  prone 
to.the  exercife  of  their  ufyal  cruel¬ 
ties,  to  be  effeftually  retrained  fey 
an.y  means.  The  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  as  well  as  its  enemies, 
were  equally  victims  to  their  in- 
diferiminate  rage.  Among  other 
indances  of  this  nature,  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Mifs  M‘Crea,  which  hap¬ 
pened  fome  frnall  time  after,  ftruck 
every  bread  with  horror.  Every 
circumftance  of  this  horrid  tranf- 
aition  ferved  to  render  it  more  ca¬ 
lamitous  and  abiding.  The  young 
lady  is  reprefented  to  have  been 
in.  all  the  innocence  of  youth,  and 
bloom  of  bcaury.  Her  father  was 
faid  to  be  deeply  interefted  in  the 
foyal  caufe  5  and  to  wind  up  the 
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cataftrophe  of  this  odious  tragedy, 
Ihe  was  to  have  been  married  to 
a  Britifh  officer  on  the  very  day 
that  file  was  malTacred. 

Occafion  was  thence  taken  to 
exafperate  the  people,  and  to 
blacken  the  royal  party  and  army. 
People  were  too  apt  to  jumble 
promifcuoufly,  and  to  place  in  one 
point  of  view,  the  cruelties  of 
thefe  barbarians,  and  the  caufe  in 
which  they  were  exerted.  They 
equally  execrated  both.  Whilft 
they  abhorred  and  detefled  that 
army,  which  fubmitted  to  accept 
of  fuch  an  aid,  they  loudly  con¬ 
demned  and  reprobated  that  go¬ 
vernment,  which  could  call  fuch 
auxiliaries  into  a  civil  conteft ; 
thereby  endeavouring,  as  they  faid, 
not  to  fubdue  but  to  exterminate*,, 
a  people  whom  they  affe^ed  to 
conlider,  and  pretended  to  reclaim  : 
as  fubjeds.  General  Gatesyin  the 
courfe  of  thefe  tranfaflions,  was 
not  wanting  by  feveral  publica¬ 
tions  to  aggravate  and  indame  the 
pifture  of  thefe  exceffes ;  and  with 
no  frnall  effedl. 

By  this  means,  the  advantages 
exp^ed  from  the  terror  excited 
by  thefe  favage  auxiliaries  were 
not  only  counteracted  ;  but  this 
terror  rather,  it  may  be  thought, 
produced  a  direClIy  contrary  effeCt, 
The  inhabitants  ^  thc  open  and 
frontier  countries  had  no  choice  of 
acting  ;  they  had  no  means  of  fe- 
curity  left,  but  by  abandoning 
their  habitations,  and  taking  up 
arms.  Every  man  faw  the  necef- 
fity  of  becoming  a  temporary  fol- 
dier,  not  only  for  his  own  fecu- 
rity,  but  for  the  protection  and 
defence  of  thofe  connections  which 
are  dearer  than  life  itfelf.  Thus 
an  army  was  poured  forth  by  the 

wQods, 
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woods,  mountains,  and  marlhes, 
which  in  this  part  were  thickly 
fown  with  plantations  and  villages. 
The  Americans  recalled  their  cou¬ 
rage  ;  and  when  their  regular  army 
feemed  to  be  entirely  wafted,  the 
fpirit  of  the  country  produced  a 
much  greater  and  more  formida¬ 
ble  force. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  un¬ 
der  -General  Burgoyne,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward, 
began  to  experience  thofe  difficul¬ 
ties,  which  increafed  as  it  farther 
advanced,  until  they  at  length  be¬ 
came  infurmountable.  From  the 
30th  of  July,  to  the  15th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  army  was  continually 
employed,  and  every  poffible  mea- 
fore  ufed,  for  the  bringing  forward 
©f  bacteaux,  provifions  and  am¬ 
munition,  from  Fort  George  to  the 
firft  navigable  part  of  Hudfon’s 
River,  adiftance  of  about  18  miles. 
The  toil  was  exceffive  in  this  fer- 
vice,  and  the  effect  in  no  degree 
equivalent  to  the  expence  of  labour 
and  time.  The  roads  were  in 
fome  parts  fteep,  and  in  others  re¬ 
quired  great  repairs.  Of  the  horfes 
w’hich  had  been  fupplied  by  con¬ 
trail  in  Canada,  through  the  va¬ 
rious  delays  and  accidents  attend¬ 
ing  fo  long  and  intricate  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  palTage  by  land  and  car¬ 
riage  by  water,  not  more  than  one 
third  were  yet  arrived.  The  in- 
duftry  of  the  General  had  been 
able  to  collcil  no  more  than  50 
teams  of  oxen,  in  all  the  country 
through  which  he  had  marched, 
or  this  in  which  he  at  prefent  fo- 
journed.  Theferefources  were  to¬ 
tally,  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
fupplying  the  army  with  proviftons 
for  its  current  confumption,  and 
to  the  eftabliftiment  at  the  fame 
time' of  fuch  a  magazine  as  v/ould 
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enable  it  to  profecute  the  further 
operations  of  the  campaign.  Ex¬ 
ceeding  heavy  rains  added  to  all 
thefe  difficulties  ;  and  the  impedi¬ 
ments  to  the  fervice  were  fo  various 
and  ftubborn,  that  after  the  utmoft 
exertions  for  fifteen  fucceffive  days, 
there  was  not  above  four  days  pro- 
vifion  in  ftore,  nor  above  ten  bat- 
teaux  in  theHudfon^s  River, 

In  thefe  embarraffing  and  dif- 
treffing  circumftances,  the  General 
received  intelligence,  that  Colonel 
St.  Leger  had  arrived  before,  and 
was  conducing  his  operations  a- 
gainft  Fort  Stanwix.  He  inftantly 
and  juftly  conceived,  that  a  rapid 
movement  forward  at  this  critical 
j  unsure  would  be  of  the  utmoft: 
importance.  If  the  enemy  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  Mohawk,  and  that 
St.  Leger  fucceeded,  he  would  be 
liable  to  get  between  two  fires ;  or 
at  any  rate.  General  Burgoyne’s 
army  would  get  between  him  and 
Albany,  fo  that  he  muft  either 
ftand  an  aftion,  or  by  paffing  the 
Hudfon’s  River,  endeavour  to  fe- 
cure  a  retreat  higher  up  to  theNew- 
England  provinces,  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  abandoned  Fort 
Stanwix  to  its  fate,  and  fell  back 
to  Albany,  the  Mohawk  country 
would  of  courfe  be  entirely  laid 
open,  the  jundlion  with  St.  Leger 
eftabliffied,  and  the  combined 
army  at  liberty  and  leifure  to  pre- 
feribe  and  chafe  its  future  line  of 
operation. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement 
was  evident ;  but  the  difficulty  lay, 
and  great  indeed  it  was,  in  find¬ 
ing  means  to  carry  the  defign  into 
execution.  To  maintain  fuch  a 
communication  with  Fort  George 
during  the  whole  tirne  of  fo  exten- 
five  a  movement,  as  would  afford  a 
daily  fupply  of  provifioa  to  du 

army. 
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‘iarniy,'  wKilft  its  diflance  Was  con¬ 
tinually  increafing,  and  its  courfe 
liable  to  frequent  variation,  was 
obvioufly  impradicable.  The  army 
was  too  weak  to  afford  a  chain  of 
polls  for  fuch  an  extent ;  conti¬ 
nual  efcorts  for  every  feparate  fup- 
ply  would  be  a  Hill  greater  drain  ; 
and  in  either  cafe,  the  enemy  had 
a  body  of  militia  within  a  night’s 
march,  at  White  Creek,  Sufficient 
to  break  the  line  of  communica¬ 
tion. 

Some  other  feurce  of  fiipply  was 
therefore  to  be  fought,  of  the  de- 
iign  to  be  dropped,  and  the  pro- 
fpedl  6f  advantage  which  it  pfe- 
fented  totally  relinquiffied.  *  The 
enemy  received  large  fuppli^'s  of 
jive  cattle  from  the  New- England 
provinces,  which  palling  the  Vi|)pe(r 
part  of  the  Connefticut  river,  ,  took 
the  route  of  Manchefter,  Arling¬ 
ton,  and  other  parts  of  the  New 
•Hampffiire  grants,  a  trad  of  land 
difpiited  between  that  province 
and  New  York,  until  they  were,  at 
length  depofited  at  Bennington, 
from  whence  they  were  conveyed  as 
Occafion  required  to  the  rebel  army. 
Bennington  lies  between  the  forks 
of  the  Hplick  River,  before  their 
obtaining  that  name,  and  without 
being  touched  by  either,  and  not 
2d  miles  to  the  call  ward  of  Hud- 
fon’s  ;  a  place  fo  ofbrcure,  and  fo 
Incapable  from  lituatioh  of  being 
Otherwife>  that  nothing  but  the 
prefent  troubles  could  have  called 
it  into  notice.  It  was  however  at 
this  time,  beffdes  being  a  llore  for 
cattle,  a  depofit  for  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  corn  and  other  neceffaries  * 
and  what  rendered  it  ati  objedl  of 
particular  attention  to  the  royal 
army,  a  large  number  of  wheel  car¬ 
riages,  of  which  they  were  in  par¬ 
ticular  were  alfo  laid  up 


there.  This  place  was  guarded  by 
a  body  bf  militia,  which  under¬ 
went  iuch  frequent  changes  that  its 
number  wa^  heceffafily  uncertain. 

The  General  faw  that  the  pof* 
feifion  of  this  depofit,  would:  at 
once  remove  all  the  impediment 
that  reftfaihed  the  operations  of  the 
army,  and  enabm  him,  to  proceed 
diredly  in  the  profccutionsof  his 
defign...  '  He  accordingly  laid  ^ 
feheme  to  furprize  the  place,  and 
enirufted  the  execution  of-it  to  the 
Germ  an  t  ieuten  an  t-  Colon  el  Bjaum , 
who  had  bs'en  already  feledled,  and 
was  then  preparing  to,  conduit,  an 
expedition  tending  to  fimilaf  pu|- 
pofes,  towards  the  borders  of  the 
Cbnnedlicut  River,  /  y. 

The  force  allotted  to  this  lervice 
amounted  to  about  560  men,  con- 
ii ding  of  about  zoo  of  Reldefel’s 
difmoUnted  Germab  *  dragoons. 
Captain  l^razer’^s  markfmeh,  the 
Canada  volunteeris,  a  party  oCpro- 
vinciali  whp  were  perfe^Iy  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  country,’ .and 
about  a  hundred  Indians  the 
corps  carried  with  them  tbo  light 
pieces  of  aftil lery , 

In  order  to  facilitate  this,  opera¬ 
tion,  and  to  be  ready  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  its  fuccefs,  the  army 
moved  up.  the  call  ffiore  of  liud- 
fon’s  River,  w'here  it  encamped 
nearly  oppoffte  to  Saratoga,  having 
at  the  fame  time  thrown  a.  bridge 
of  rafts  over,  by  which  the  ad¬ 
vanced  corps  were  paffed  to  that 
place.  At  the  fame  time  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  Breyman’s  corps  j 
confiding  of  the  Brunfwick  grena¬ 
diers,  light  infantry,  and  chaf- 
feurs,  were  poffed  at  Batten  K.ilL 
in  order  if  necelTary  £0  fuppprt 
Baum. 

^  The  latter  in  his  march  fell  irt 
with  a  party  of  the  enemy  who 
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efcorting  fome  c'attle  and  pro- 
vifions,  bf'th  of  which  he  toojv 
fittle  difikulty  and  Tent’ back  td  the 
camp.  The  fame  fatal  impedi- 
jnent  which  retarded  all  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  army,  viz.  the  want  of 
horfes  and  carriages,  concurred 
tvith  the  badnefs  of  the  roads  in 
rendering  Baum’s  advance  fo  te¬ 
dious,  that  the  enemy  were  well 
informed  of  his  defign,  and  ha<i 
time  to  prepare  for  his  reception. 
Upon  his  'approach  to  the  place, 
having  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  were  t6‘o  ftfohg  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  by  his  prefent  force  with 
an^  jsrofp^  6f 'faccefs,  he  took  a 
tolerable  good  poit  nCaf  Santcoick 
h^iils,  oh  the  '  hearer  branch  of 
^hat,  becomes  afterwards  the  Hp- 
iiC^  River,  which  Is  there  called 
Walloon  Creek;  and  at  about  four 
ihijofi  difiance  from  Bennington  ; 
dil^a^ching  at  ^ne  faVile  time  an 
exprejfs  to  the  General  .  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  fi  tu'atipn.  / 

Colonel  Breymin  v^as  accdfd- 
iligiy  difpaiched'  'from  Battca  Kilf 
to  reinforce  Baum,  ^’’'^hat  eyil  for¬ 
tune  now  begap  f  o' ‘appear  ,'  ’w 
^qr.  fome  ti me  after  qoht in  iled  to 
fvve6p  every  thing  pcfofe  it.  Brey- 
man  Was  fo  oveAhyed  by  bad  Wea¬ 
ther,  fo  funk  ahd fembariaited  in 
bad  roads,  .arid  met  with  fuch  .de¬ 
lays  from'-the  Weakhefs  and  tiring 
of  horfes,  and'  the  di^iculty  of  pal^ 
fing  the  artillery  carriages*,  .through 
a  country  fcarcely.'  pradicable  at 
.^ny  time,  and  novy  rendered  much 
worfe  by  the  continual  rain,Tb^,t 
he  was  from  eight  in  the  morriing 
of  the  15  th  of  Aiigufl,  to  four  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day', 
hot  with  Ban  ding  .every  pblTible  ex¬ 
ertion  of  men  and  officers,  in  get¬ 
ting  forward  ^bput  tvvenry-four 
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A  Gexiefal  Starke,  Who  com- 
ntatided  the  milicia  at  Benhingtoh, 
determined  not  to  wait  for  the 
runClion  oft  the  ‘  twb  f  ^  t 
phnies,  advanced;  m  * 

the  morning,  Wliilft  Breyman  was 
yet  IfrUgglfo^  vVith  the  difficulties 
6f  his  march,  to  attack  Baum  in 
fits 'pbli,' which  h/e  had  entrenched, 
and  rendered  as  defenfible  as  time 
and  its  nature  would' permit  The 
loyal  |)rovincials  who  Were  along 
with'him,  were  fp  eager  ir;  thefo 
hopes  to  find  vvhat  they.'  wifoed  to 
be  re^I,  thdt  \vhen  the  ene'piy  were 
fafrouhdWg-  his  poll  oh,  all  fides> 
they  for  fome  time  perfuaded  him, 
fHkf'they  w'ere  bodies  .'of  armed 
friends  who  were  corn in'g  to  his  af- 
finance.  The  \colonei.*iopn  difco-» 
verg'd  their  pi-fpr,'aii‘d  ipade  a  brave 
defen'e'e..'  His  fmall  works  being 
at  length  carried  on  every  hde,  and 
his  ..tWo"  pieces  oft  cannon  ,  t.aken^ 
nidft  pf  the.  Indians,  j^ith  fevera! 
oftfhe.provincials,  CanadiAPS,,  and 
Britifti.  markfraen,  efoaped  in  the 
wdodsV  The  Gerfoan  dragoons 
ii.ni  kept  .together,  and  when  their 
h'rnmunition  was  expended,,  were 
bravely  Ipd  by  their  Colonel  to 
charge  with'  their  fwords.  They 
Were  ,fopn  oVerwhejmed,  and  the 
fiirViypfs,  among  whop;  was  their 
'vvounaed  ColoneL  'wefe  ihade,pri- 
foners..  ^ 

'  Breyman,  who  had  the  hard  for¬ 
tune  not  to  receive  the  fmalled  in-* 
fprrnatipn'pf  this  engagement,  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  fam'e  grpphd  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  where  in- 
.Itead  of  m'eeting  his  friends,  he 
found  his  detachment  attacked  on 
ajl  Tides,  by  the  ehemy,  ..  Wotwith^ 
Handing  ine  fevere  fatigue  they  had 
.undergone,  his  troops  behaved 
with  great  vigour  and  refolution, 
and  drove  tW  Americans  in  the 

beginning 
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beginning  from  two  or  three  dif¬ 
ferent  hills  on  which  they  had 
polls*  They  were  however  at 
length  overpowered,  and  their  am¬ 
munition  being  unfortunately  ex¬ 
pended,  although  each  foldier  had 
brought  out  forty  rounds  in  his 
pouch,  they  were  obliged  with 
great  reluftance  to  abandon  the  two 
pieces  of  artillery  they  had  brought 
with  them,  and  to  retreat  in  the 
bell  manner  they  could  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  to  which  the  latenefs  of  the 
evening  was  very  favourable. 

The  lofs  of  men  faftained  by 
thefe  two  engagements  could  not 
be  lefs  than  live  or  fix  hundred, 
of  whom,  however,  the  greater 
part  were  prifoners.  But  this  was 
not  the  only  or  the  greateft  lofs. 
The  reputation  and  courage  which 
it  afforded  to  the  militia,  to  find 
that  they  were  able  to  defeat  regu¬ 
lar  forces  ;  that  neither  Englilh- 
men  nor  Germans  were  invincible, 
nor  invulnerable  to  their  impref- 
fion  ;  and  the  hope  and  confidence 
excited  by  the  artillery,  and  other 
trophies  of  viftory,  were  of  much 
greater  confequence.  This  was 
the  firft  turn  which  fortune  had 
taken  in  favour  of  the  Americans 
in  the  northern  war,  fince  feme 
time  before  the  death  of  Montgo¬ 
mery  ;  misfortune  had  fucceeded 
misfortune,  and  defeat  had  trod 
upon  the  heel  of  defeat,  fince  that 
period.  This  was  the  firft  inftance 
in  the  prefent  campaign,  in  which 
Ihe  feerned  even  wavering,  much 
lefs  that  Ihe  for  a  moment  quitted 
the  royal  ftandard.  The  exulta¬ 
tion  was  accordingly  great  on  the 
on«  fide ;  nor  could  the  other  a\’’oid 
feeling  fome  damp  to  that  eager- 
nefs  of  hope,  ar4d  receiving  fome 
check  to  that  alTured  confidence  of 
fuccefs,  which  an  unmixed  ferk§ 


OF  EUROPE. 

of  fortunate  events  mull  naturally 
excite. 

Sc.  Leger’s  attempt  upon  Fort 
Stanwix,  (now  named  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  Fort  Schuyler)  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  its  commencement  favoured  by 
a  fuccefs  fo  fignal,  as  would  in 
other  cafes,  and  a  more  fortunate 
feafon,  have  been  deeifive  as  to 
the  fate  of  a  llronger  and  much 
more  important  fortrefs.  General 
Harkimer,  a  leading  man  of  that 
country,  was  marching  at  the  head 
of  eight  or  nine  hundred  of  the 
Tryon  county  militia,  with  a  con¬ 
voy  of  provifions,  to  the  relief  of 
the  fort.  St.  Leger,  well  aware 
of  the  danger  of  being  attacked  in. 
his  trenches,  and  of  withllanding 
the  whole  weight  of  the  garrifon 
in  fome  particular  and  probably 
weak  point  at  the  fame  inftant;, 
and  equally  well  onderftanding  the 
kind  of  fervice  for  which  the  In¬ 
dians  were  peculiarly  calculated, 
judicioufly  detached  Sir  John  John- 
fon,  with  fome  regulars,  the  whole 
or  part  of  his  own  regiment,  and 
the  favages,  to  lie  in  ambufti  in 
the  woods,  and  intercept  the  ene¬ 
my  upon  their  march. 

It  ihould  feem  by  the  condaflof 
the  militia  and  their  leader,  that 
they  were  not  only  totally  ignorant 
of  all  military  duties,  but  that  they 
had  even  never  beard  by  report  of 
the  nature  of  an  Indian  war,  or  of 
that  peculiar  fervice  in  the  woods, 
to  which  from  its  nature  and  fitua- 
tion  their  country  was  at  all  times 
liable.  Without  examination  of 
their  ground,  without  a  reconnoi¬ 
tring,  or  flanking  party,  they 
plunged  blindly  into  the  trap  that 
was  laid  for  their  deflrudion.  Be¬ 
ing  thrown  into  fud-  .  ,  , 

den  and  inevitable  dif- 
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JiiiFloIt  all  ndes,  it  was  com  pie  ted 
by  the  Indians,^  who  inlia^itly  por- 
iuing  ihcir  fire,  ruflied  in  .upon 
their  broken  rank?,  .and  made  a 
mofl  dreadful  daughter  aniongd 
tfiem  with  their  fpears  and  hatchets. 
Noewithftandins;  their  want  of  con- 
dud,  the  militia  fhevved  n.o  want 
ot  courage  in  their  deplorable  fitua- 
lion.  In  the  midd  of  fuch  extreme 
danger,  and  fo  bloody  ah  execu¬ 
tion,  rendered  dill  more  terrible 
the  horrid  appearance  and  de¬ 
meanour  of  the  principal,  adors, 
they  recolleded  themfelves  fo  far 
as '  to  recover  an  advantageous 
ground,  which  enabled  them  after 
to  maintain  a  fort  of  running  light, 
by  whiqh  about  one  third  of  their 
mlicnber  was  preferved. 

The  lofs  v/as  fuppofed  to  be  on 
their  fide  about  400  killed,  and 
half  that  number  prifoners.  It 
was  ^thought  of  the  greater  confe- 
qdence,  as  al.mod  all  thofe  who  were 
cojn.fi ^ered  as  the  principal  leaders 
and  ihdigators  of  rebellion  in  that 
country  were  now  dedroyed. ,  •  The 
trluipph  and  exultation  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  great,,  and  all  opposition 
from  the  militia  in  that  country, 
was  fuppofed  to  be,  at  an  end.  The 
circumdance  of,  old  neighbourhood 
and  perfonaj  .Icnowledge.  between 
many  of  the  parties,  in  the.  present 
rage  and  anitnofity  of  faction,  could 
by  no  means  be  favourable  to  the 
extenfionof  mercy;  even  fuppofing 
that  it  might  have  been  otherwife 
pradlifed  with  prudence  and  fafety,^ 
at  a  time  when  the  power  of  the 
Indians  was  rather  prevalent,  and 
that  theif  rage  was  implacable. 
For.  according  to  their  .cotaputatioa 
and  ideas  of  lofs,  the.  favages  had 
purchafed  this  vi£iory  exceeding, 
dearly,  33  of  their- R.umber  having 
been  (lain,  and  aq  wounded, 
VoL,  XX.  1777. 
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among  whom  were  feveral  of  theif 
principal  leaders,  and  of  their  moii' 
dillinguiChed  and  favourite  war¬ 
riors.  This  lofs  accordingly  ren¬ 
dered  them  fo  diicontented,  in-" 
traftable,  and'  ferocious,-  that  the 
fervice  was  greatly  affeded  by  thei^ 
ill  difpofition.'  The  unhappy  pri-  ; 
foners  were  however  its  firflf  ob¬ 
jects ;  moll  of  whom 'they  inhu¬ 
manly  butchered  in  cold  blood; 
The  New-Yorkers,  rangers,  and 
other  troops,  were  not  without  lofs 
in  this  aftion. 

On  the  day;  an ‘I  probably  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  this  engagement, 
the  garrifon,  having  received  ih- 
telligence  of  the  approach  of  their* 
friends,  endeavoured  to  make  a 
diverfion  in  their  favour,  by  a  vi¬ 
gorous  and  well-conduded  fally, 
under  thediredlion  of  Colonel  Wil- 
let,  their  fecond  in  command. 
Willet  cOnduded  his  bufinefs  with 
ability  and  fpirit.  He  did  confi- 
derable  mifehief  in  the  camoj,  • 
brought  off  fome  trophies;  no  in- 
confiderable  fpoil,  fome  of  which 
confified  iii  articles  that  were 
greatly  wanted,  a  few  prifoners,  ' 
and  returned  with  little  or  ho  io'fs. 
Pie  afterwards  undertook,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  .another  officer,  a  much 
more  perilous  expedition.  'They 
paiTed  by  night  through*  the  be-' 
fiegers  works,  and  in  contempt  of 
the  danger:  and  cruelty  of  the  fa¬ 
vages,  made  their  vvay  for  56 
miles  through  pathlefs  v/oods  and' 
unexplored  moraffes,  in  order  to 
raife  the  country,  and  bring  reli'ef  ' 
to  the  fort.  Such  an  ailion  de-  ' 
mands  the  .  praife  even  of  ait  ; 
enemy.  . 

Colonel  St..Leger  left  no  meatyg- 
untried  to  profit  of  his  vi(^ory  by 
intimidating-  the  garrifon.  Ho  ^ 
fent  verbal  and  v/ritten  rneffages; 
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Hating  their  hopelefs  fituation,  the 
utter  cieftruftion  of  their  friends, 
the  impolSbility  of  their  obtaining 
relief,  as  Genera!  Burgoyne,  after 
dellroying  every  thing  in  his  way, 
was  now  at  Albany  receiving  the 
fubmiilion  of  all  the  ad  joining  coun¬ 
tries,  and  by  prodigioufly  magni¬ 
fying  his  own  force.  He  repre- 
fented,  that  in  this  Hate  of  things, 
if,  through  an  incorrigible  obili- 
nacy,  they  ihould  continue  a  hope¬ 
lefs  and  fruitlefs  defence,  they 
would,  according  to  the  pradlice  of 
the  moil  civilized  nations,  be  cut 
off  from  all  conditions,,  and  every 
hope  of  mercy.  Bat  he  particu¬ 
larly  dwelt  upon  the  pains  he  had 
taken  in  foftening  the  rage  of  the 
Indians  for  their  late  iofs,  and  ob¬ 
taining  from  them  fecurity,  that 
in  ,cafe  of  an  immediate  furrender 
of  the  fort,  every  man  of  the  gai'- 
rifon  ihould  be  fpiired  ^  whilit  on 
the  other  hand  they  declared  y/ith 
the  moil  bitter  execrations,  chat  if 
they  met  with  any  further  reliil- 
ance,  they  v/culd  not  only  malTacre 
the  garrifon,  but  chat  every  man;, 
woman  and  child  in  the  Mohawk 
country  would  necelhirily,  and 
however  againh  his  will,  fall  fa- 
cri.hces  to  the  fury  of  t,he  favages, 
I'his  point  he  faid  he  preffed  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  fcore  of  humanity  ^ 
he  promifed  on  his  part,  in  cafe  of 
i^n  immediate  furrender,  every  at¬ 
tention  which  a  humane  and  ge- 
iiercMs  enemy  could  give. 

The  Governor,  Colonel  GanCe- 
yort,  behaved  with  great  firmnefs. 
ile  replied,  that  he  had  been  en- 
^uHed  with  the  charge  of  that  ga,r- 
dfon  by  the  United  States  of  Aoje- 
fica ;  that  he  would  defend  the 
truil  committed  to  his  care  at  every 
hazard,  and  to  the  lumoH  extre- 
that  ho  t^ekhcir  thougbi 


himfelf  accountable  for,  nor  fliould 
he  at  all  concern  himfelf  about  any 
confequences  that  attended  the  dif- 
cliarge  of  his  duty.  It  was'llirewd- 
ly  remarked  in  the- fort,  that  half 
the  pains  would  not  have  been 
t^ken,  to  difplay  the  force  imme¬ 
diately  without,  or  the  fuccefs  at  a 
diftance,  if  they  bore  any  propor¬ 
tion  at  all  to  the  magnitude  in 
which  they  were  reprefen  ted. 

The  BritiHi  commander  was 
much  difappointed  in  the  Hate  of 
the  fort.  Icwas  ftronger,  in  better 
condition,  and  much  better  de¬ 
fended  than  he  expeded.  After 
great  labour  in  his  approaches,  he 
found  his  artillery  dehcient,  being 
infuiScient  in  weight  to  make  any 
confiderable  impreihon.  The  only 
remedy  was  to  bring  his  approaches 
fo  near  that  they  mail  take  eiledt  j 
which  he  fet  about  with  the  greateH 
diligence.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Indians  continued  fullen  and  in¬ 
tradable.  Their  fate  loiTes  might 
have  been  cured  by  certain  advan¬ 
tages  j  but  the  misfortune  was,  they 
had  yet  got  no  plunder,  and  their 
profped  of  getting  any  Teemed  to 
grow  every  day  fainter.  It  is  the- 
peculiar  diaraderiilic  of  that  peo¬ 
ple,  to  exhibit  in  certain  inflancea 
degrees  of  courage  and  perfeverancs 
which  fliock  reafon  and  credibility, 
and  to  betrayin  others  the  greateft 
jrrefolucion  and  timidity  ;  with  a- 
total  want  of  that  conhancy  which 
might  enable  them  for  any  length 
of  time  to  Hruggle  with  diScuky. 

Whiift  the  commander  was  car¬ 
rying  on  his  operations  with  the 
utmoH  induHrv,  the  Indians  re- 
ceived  a  flying  report  that  Arnold 
vvas  comiaf  with  a  thoufand  men  to 
relieve  the  fort.  The  commandes 
endeavoured  to  hearten  them,  by 
promifie^  to  kad  sdiem 
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to  bring  all  his  bell  troops  into  ac¬ 
tion,  and  by  carrying  their  leaders 
out  to  mark  a  field  of  battle,  and 
the  flattery  of  coniulting  them  upon 
the  intended  plan  of  operation. 
Whim  he  was  thus  endeavourino; 
to  loothe  their  temper,  and  to  re¬ 
vive  their  flagging  fpirits<  other 
fcouts  arrived  with  intelligence, 
probably  contrived  in  part  by 
theinfelves,  which  firll  doubled, 
and  afterwards  trebled  the  number 
of  the  enemy,  with  the  comfortable 
addition,  that  Burgoyne’s  army 
was  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  The 
Colonel  returned  to  camp,  and 
called  a  council  of  their  chiefs, 
hoping  that  by  the  influence  which 
Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  the  fuper- 
intendants  Claus  and  Butler  had 
over  them,  they  might  flill  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  a  fland.  He  was 
difappointed.  A  part  of  the  In¬ 
dians  decamped  whilft  the  council 
was  fitting,  and  the  remainder 
threatened  peremptorily  to  aban¬ 
don  him  if  he  did  not  immediately 
retreat. 

j  The  retreat  was  of 

'y  '1  (1 

courfe  precipitate  ;  or 
it  was  rather,  in  plain  terms,  a 
flight,  attended  with  difagreeable 
circumllances.  The  tents,  with 
moll  of  the  artillery  and  flores,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  garrifon.  It 
appears  by  the  Colonel’s  own  ac¬ 
count,  that  he  was  as  apprehenfive 
of  danger  from  the  fury  of  his  fa- 
vage  allies,  as  he  could  from  the 
refentment  of  his  declared  Ameri¬ 
can  enemies.  It  alfo  appears  from 
the  fame  authority,  that  the  Mef- 
fafages,  a  nation  of  favages  to  the 
weft,  plundered  feveral  of  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  army.  By  the 
American  accounts,  which  are  in 
part  confirmed  by  others,  it  is  faid 
tiuk  robbed  the  officers  of 


F  EUROPE,  [*163 

their  baggage,  and  of  every  other 
article  to  which  they  took  any' 
liking  ;  and  the  army  in  general 
of  their  provifions^  They  alfo  fay, 
that  at  a  few  miles  diftance  from 
the  camp,  they  firft  ftripped  of 
their  arms,  and  afterwards  m.ur- 
dered  with  their  own  bavonets,  all 
thole  Britifh,  German,  and  Ame¬ 
rican  foldiers,  who  from  an  inabi¬ 
lity  to  keep  up,  fear,  or  any  other 
caufe,  were  leparaied  from  the 
main  body* 

The  ftate  of  the  fa6l  w'ith  refpeft 
to  the  intended  relief  of  the  fort  is, 
that  Arnold  had  advanced  by  the 
way  of  Half  Moon  up  the  Mohawk 
River  with  2000  men  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  that  for  the  greater  ex¬ 
pedition,  he  had  quitted  the  maim, 
body,  and  arrived  by  forced 
marches  through  the  woods,  with 
a  detachment  of  900  at  the  fort,  oa 
the  24th  in  the  evening,  two  days 
after  the  fiege  had  been  raifed.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  the  intrac- 
tablcnefs  of  the  Indians,  with  their 
watchful  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
probably  faved  them  from  a  cha- 
llifement,  which  would  not  have 
been  tenderly  adminiftered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
untoward  in  the  prefen t  fituation  of 
alfairs,  'than  the  unfortunate  iflue 
of  this  expedition.  ‘The  Ameri¬ 
cans  reprefen  ted  this  and  the  affair 
at  Bennington  as  great  and  glori¬ 
ous  viflories.  Nothing  could  ex¬ 
ceed  their  exaltation  and  confi¬ 
dence.  Ganfevort  and  Willet, 
with  General  Starke  and  Colonel 
V/arner,  who  had  commanded  at 
Bennington,  were  ranked  araongft 
thofe  who  were  confldered  as  the 
faviours  of  their  country.  The 
northern  militia  began  now  to  look 
high,  and  to  forget  all  diftinftions 
between  theinfelves  and  regular 
2  troops. 
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troops.  As  this  confidence,  opt-  n 

nion  and  pride  increafed,  theap-  been  a  Taiijea  of  much  difcuffi.,,ii. 
prchenfion  of  General  Bnrgoyne’s  a:  home,  but  alfo  of  parliamenurji 
army  of  courfe  declined,  until  it  enquiry  ;  yet  as  it  ftill  lies  open, 
foon  came  to  be  talked  of  with  without  any  decifion  on  its  merits, 
indifference  and  contempt,  and  a«d  that  the  Gener&l  s  inllruclion* 
even  its  ,  fortune  to  be  publicly  are  not  publicly  known  nor  per- 
prosnollicated.  In  the  mean  time,  haps  all  his  thoroughly 

GeLral  Gates,  on  whofe  condua  underllocd,  we  ftall  not  preiume 
and  ability  it  appears  the  Ameri-  to  form  any  opinion  upon  thequef- 


cans  had  placed  much  reliance, 
arrived  to  take  the  command  of 
the  army  ;  an  event  which  gave  a 
new  fpur  to  their  exertion,  and  af¬ 
forded  an  additional  fupport  to 
their  hopes.  The  arrival  of  Gates 
enabled  Arnold,  who  ftill  held  the 
next  place  in  every  thing  to  the 


tion.  ft  wifi  be  fufiicient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  his  letter  to  the 
American  MiniiWr  he  fays.  That 
he  thinks  it  a  duty  of  juftice  t& 
take  upon  liimfolf  the  meafure  of 
having  palTed  the  Hu-dfon’s  River^ 
in  order  to  force  a  pafTage  to  Al¬ 
bany.  And  that  he  did  not  think 


commander  in  chief,  and  between  himfelf  authorized  to  call  any  men 
whom  it  appears  the  moil  perfect  into  council,  when  the  perernptory 
harmony  prevailed,  to  fet  out  on  tenor  of  his  orders,  ana  the  fcafon: 
that  exDedition  to  Fort  Stanwix,  of  the  year,  admitted  of  no  fker- 
which  has  been  juft  related.  i^ative.  He  aifo  gives,  in  a  lubfe- 

During  this  time,  General  Bur-  quent  part  of  the  lame  letter,  the 
goyne  continued  in  his  camp  on  the  following  ftate  of  his  reafoning,  at 


eaftern  fliQre  of  the  Hudfon’s  Ri 
ver,  nearly  oppoiite  to  Saratoga, 
where  he  ufed  the  moft  unremitting 
induftryandperfeverance,  in  bring- 
inp-  ftores  and  provifions  forward 
from  Fort  George.  As  a  fwell  of 
the  water  occaftoned  by  great  rains 
had  carried  away  his  bridge  of 
rafts,  he  threvv  another,  of  boats^ 
over  the  river*  at  the  fame  place. 
Having  at  length  by  good  ma¬ 
nagement  obtained  and  brought 
forward  about  thirty  days  provi- 
Bon,  with  other  neceffary  ftores, 
he  took  a  refoladon  of  paffing  the 
Hadfon’s  River  with  the  army, 
which  he  accordingly  carried  into 
execution  towards  the  middle  of 
Septemb'ir,  and  encamped  on  the 
heip-hts  and  in  the  plain  of  Sara- 
:opa,  the  enemy  being  then  in  the 
eiehbourhood  of  Still  Water' 


a  time  when  the  army  was  in  very 
critical  and  hazardous  clrcum- 
dances.  “  The  expedition  Icom- 
raanded  wa-s  evidently  meant  at 
hr  ft  to  be  ha%arded,  Circum- 
ftances  might  require  it  fliould 
hitde^voted^  a  critical  junftion  of 
“=  Mr.  Gates-’s  force  with  Mr.^ 
“  W'afliington  might  poftibly  de- 
cide  the  fate  of  the  war  ;  the 
failure  of  my  junction  with  Sir 
Flarry  Clinton,  or  the  lofs  of 
my  retreat  to  Canada^,  could 
only  be  a  partial  mis.forcune.’^ 
Whether  his  retreat  was  at  this  pe¬ 
riod  quite  pradicabie,  even  if  his 
orders  had  not  been  to  advance  at 
all  hazards,  is  uncertain. 

Such  it  feems  were  the  principles 
of  the. General’s  conduift  in  fome  of 
the  fucceeding  events.  As  the 
arniv  advanced  along  the  river  to- 


<< 


li 


it 

a 


Though  this  meafure  of  paftin|^  wards  the  enemy,,  they  found  the 

Gouatry 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  P165 


lOURtry  very  impra6licable,  being 
covered  with  thick  woods,  and  a 
continual  repair  of  bridges  necef- 
fary.  Being  at  length 
arrived  in  the  front  of 
the  enemy,  fome  woods  only  of  no 
great  extent  intervening,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
Eritifh  line  which  com,,pofed  the 
right  wing.  That  wing  was  co¬ 
vered  by  General  Frazer  and  Co¬ 
lonel  Breyman,  with  the  grena¬ 
diers,  and  light  infantry  of  the 
army,  who  kept  along  fome  high 
grounds  which com^m an ded  its  right 
flank,  being  themfelves  covered  by 
the  Indians,  provincials,  and  Ca¬ 
nadians,  in  the  front  and  flanks. 
The  left  wing  and  artillery,  under 
the  Majors  General  Phillips  and 
Reidcfelj  .kept  along  the  great  road 
and  meadows  by  the  river  ,flde. 

The  enemy,  being  incapable 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  of 
perceiving  the  different  combina¬ 
tions  of  the  march,  iflued  from 
their  camp  In  great  force,  with  a 
deflgn  of  turning  the  right  wing, 
and  taking  the  Britlfh  line  oji  the 
■flank.  Being  unexpectedly  check¬ 
ed  in  this  deflgn,  by  the  .flrong 
.pofltion  of  General  Frazer,  they 
immediately  countermarched,  and 
the  fame  particularity  of  country 
which  hadoccafioned  their  miftake, 
now  operating  as  effedlually  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  difeovery,  and  confe- 
quently  the  taking  any  advantage 
of  their  fubfequent  movement,  they 
■diredled  their  principal  eiibrt  to  the 
left  of  the  fame  wing. 

The  Britifh  troops  were  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  furprized,  at  the  boldnefs  with 
which  they  began  the  attack,  and 
the  vigour  and  obftinacy  with 
which  it  was  fuftained,  from  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  alter 
funfet.  Arnold  led  on  the  enemy, 


and  fought  danger  with  an  eager- 
nefs  and  intrepidity,  which  though 
much  in  his  charafter,  vvas  at  no 
time  more  eminently  diflinguiflied. 
The  enemy  were,  however,  conti¬ 
nually  fu.pplied  with  frefli  troops, 
whilft  the  weight  of  the  action  lay 
principally  for  a  long  time  upon 
the  20th,  the  21ft,  and  Czd  regi¬ 
ments.  It  will  be  needlefs  to  fay, 
that  they  behaved  with  their  ufual 
flrmnefs  and  gallantry,  though  it 
may  not  be  totally  fuperfluous  to 
obferve,  that  the  greater  part  af 
thefe  three  regiments,  were  en¬ 
gaged  for  near  four  hours  without 
in  termiflion. 

Moil  of  the  other  corps  of  the 
army,  bore  alfo  a  good  fliare  in 
the  bufinefs  of  the  day.  The  24th 
regiment,  which  belonged  to  Fra¬ 
zer’s  brigade,  with  the  grenadiers 
and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry, 
were  for  fome  time  brought  into 
a'dlion,,  and  charged  with  their  uiual 
fpirit  and  bravery.  Breyrnan’s  ri¬ 
flemen,  and  fome  other  .parts  of 
his  c(Tps.,  alfo  did  good  fervice; 
but  thefe  troaps  only  aded  partial¬ 
ly  and  occafionallv,  as  the  heights; 
on  which  they  had  bvfCn  originally 
polled,  were  of  too  great  import¬ 
ance  to  be  totally  evacuated. 

Major  Generiil  Phiibps  upon 
firft  hearing  the  firing,  made  his 
way  with  Major  Williams  and  a 
part  of  die  artillery  through  a  very 
diifi.coit  part  of  the  wood,  and 
iropi  thar  time  rendered  moil  eflen- 
tial  fervice.  It  Teems  as  if  in  one 
inilance  his  prel'ence  of  mind  had 
nearly  faved  ^he  army,  .w'hen,  in 
the  moil  critical  point  ot  time,  he 
reflored  the  adion  by  leading  up 
the  20th  regiment,  the  enemy  hav¬ 
ing  then  obtained  a  grea.t  fuperio- 
rity  of  fire.  Though  every  part  of 
the  artillery  performed,  almofl, 

[*-^]  3  wonders, 
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wonders,  the  brave  Captain  Jones 
(who  was  unfortunately,  thoui^li' 
glorioufly,  killed)  with  his  bri¬ 
gade,  were  particularly  .dsflinguiOi- 
ed.  Major-General  Reidefel  alfo 
exerted  himfelf  to  bring  up  a  part 
of  the  left  wing,  and  arrived  in 
time  to  charge  the  enemy  with 
bravery  and  efFea.  Jufl  as  the 
light  clofed,  the  enemy  retired  ; 
and  left  the  royal  army  maders  of 
the  field  of  battle.  The  darknefs 
equally  prevented  purfuit  and  pri- 
foners. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  royal  army 
gained  nothing  but  honour  by  this 
arduous  druggie  and  hard-fought 
batth".  They  had  now'  grappled 
with  fuch  an  enemy  as  they  had 
never  before  encountered  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  fuch  as  they  were  too 
apt  to  imagine  it  could  not  pro¬ 
duce.  T'he  flattering  ideas  that 
the  Americans  could  only  fight  un¬ 
der  the  covert  of  walls,  hedges,  or 
entrenchments,  and  were  incapa¬ 
ble  of  fudaining  a  fair  and  open 
conflidl  in  the  field,  were  now  at 
an  end.  This  opinion  had  alfo 
been  in  fome  meafure  diaken  in  the 
fouth.  Here  they  met  with  a  foe 
who  Teemed  as  eager  for  adtion,  as 
carelefs  of  danger,  and  as  indif¬ 
ferent  with  refpedl  to  ground  or 
cover  as  themfelves ;  and  after  a 
hard  and  clofe  conted  of  four  hours, 
hand  to  hand,  when  darknefs  put 
an  end  to  the  engagement,  the 
royal  forces  but  barely  kept  the 
field,  and  the  Americans  only  re¬ 
turned  to  their  carnp. 

We  lod  many  brave  men  in  this 
adiion,  and  it  was  not  much  matter 
of  comfort  that  the  Americans  had 
lod  a  greater  number.  The  army 
lay  all  night  on  their  arms  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  in  the  morning 
tool^  a  portion  nearly  within  can¬ 


non  fliot  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  for- 
tifying  their  right  wing,  and  ex¬ 
tending  their  left  fo  as,  to  cover 
thpfe  meadows  through  which  the 
river  runs,  and  where  their  bat- 
teaax  and  hofpitals  -were  placed. 
The  47th  regiment,  with  that  of 
HelTc  Hanau,  and  a  corps  of  pro¬ 
vincials,  were  encamped  in  the 
meadows  as  an  additional  fecurity, 
The  enemy’s  right  was  incapable 
of  approach,  and, their  left  was  too 
drongly  fortified  to  be  infulted. 

I'he  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  In¬ 
dians  began  from  this  time  to 
flacken.  Though  the  General  com- 
plains  in  his  ciiTpatches  of  the  ill 
ededts  of  their  defertion,  he  does 
not  fpecify  the  particular  time  of 
their  abandoning  the  army.  This 
clofe  and.  dangerous  fervice  was  by 
no  means  fuited  to  their  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  profpeefs  of  plunder 
w'ere  narrowed  to  nothing-.  Fide- 

O 

lity  and  honour  were  principles  for 
which  they  had  no  terms,  and  of 
which  they  could  frame  no  ideas. 
Some  letters  had  lately  paiTed  be¬ 
tween  Gates  and  General  Bur- 
goyne,  in  which  bitter  reproaches 
relative  to  the  barbarities  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  favages  were  thrown  out 
by  the  one,  and  thofe  charges  were 
in  general  denied,  and  in  part  pal- 
bated  on  the  other.  The  favages 
likewife  received  fome  check  on 
account  of  the  murder  of  Mifs 
M‘Crea.  Upon  fome  or  all  of 
thefe  accounts  they  deferted  the 
army  in  the  feafon  of  its  danger  and 
diflrefs,  when  their  aid  would  have 
been  mod  particularly  ufeful  ;  and 
afforded  a  fecond  inflance  within  n 
fhort  time  of  the  little  reliance  that 
fhould  be  placed  on  fuch  auxilia¬ 
ries. 

A  great  defertion  alfo  prevailed 
amongil  the  Canadians  and  Britifh 

provincials. 
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provincials,  nor  does  it  feem  as  if 
the  fidelity  or  fervices  of  thofe  who 
remained  were  much  depended  on 
or  efieemed.  General  Burgoyne 
had  from  the  be2innin2;-,  nor  did 
it  entirely  forl'ake  him  to  this  time, 
a  firm  hope  of  being  powerfully 
fuccoured  if  wanted,  or  at  any  rate 
of  being  met  and  joined  at  AI- 
Lany,  by  a  llrong  force  from  the 
army  at  New- York.  He  now  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  difficulty  a  letter 
in  cypher  from  Sir  Harry  Clinton, 
informing  him  of  his  intention  to 
make  a  diverfion  on  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  by  attacking  Fort  Montgo¬ 
mery,  and  fome  other  fortreiTes 
which  the  rebels  had  erefled  in  the 
highlands,  in  order  to  guard  the 
paliage  up  that  river  to  Albany. 
Though  this  diverfion  fell  far  ffiort 
of  the  aid  which  the  General  ex- 
pedled,  he,  however,  hoped  that 
it  might  afford  effential  fervice  by 
obliging  Gates  to  divide  his  army. 
He  accordingly  returned  the  mef- 
fenger,  and  afterwards  dlfpatched 
two  officers  in  difguife,  and  other 
confidential  perfons,  all  feparately 
and  by  different  routes,  to  acquaint 
Clinton  with  his  exa^l  Hate,  fitua- 
tion,  and  condition  ;  to  prefs  him 
urgently  to  the  immediate  profecu- 
tion  of  his  delign ;  and  to  inform 
him,  that  he  was  enabled  in  point 
of  provifion,  and  fixed  in  his  deter¬ 
mination,  to  hold  his  prefent  pofi- 
tion,  in  the  hope  of  favourable 
events,  until  the  12th  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month. 

In  the  mean  time  every  means 
were  ufed  for  fortifying  the  camp, 
and  ftrong  redoubts  were  eredled 
for  the  protedlion  of  the  magazines 
and  hofpitais,  not  only  to  guard 
againft  any  fudden  attack,  but  for 
their  fecurity  in  any  future  move- 
msntwhich  the  army  might  make 


in  order  to  turn  the  enemy’s  Hank. 
The  llridefi:  watch  on  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  attention  on 
every  quarter  to  their  own  fecurity, 
became  every  day  more  indifpenfi- 
ble,  as  Gates’s  army  w'as  conti¬ 
nually  increafing  in  force  by  the 
accefiion  of  frefh  bodies  of  the  mi/» 
litia. 

The  fpirit  of  exertion  and  enter- 
prize  which  was  now  railed  in  the 
Nevv-England  provinces,  was  be¬ 
come  too  eeneral,  and  too  much 
animated  by  fuccefs,  to  be  eafily 
withftood  at  once  in  all  the  different 
points  of  its  direftion.  Wliilft  Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  was  fully  engaged 
with  Gates  and  Arnold,  and  found 
himfelf  immediately  involved  in 
circumilances  fufficiently  perplex¬ 
ing,  all  his  difficulties  were  in- 
creafed,  and  his  fituation  was  ren¬ 
dered  much  more  critical  and  pre¬ 
carious,  by  an  unexpe^ed  enter- 
prize  of  the  militia  from  the  upper 
parts  of  New  Flampfhire  and  the 
head  of  the  Connefticut,  totally  to 
cut  off  all  means  of  communication 
with  Canada,  by  recovering  the 
forts  of  Ticonderoga  an^l  Mount 
Independence,  and  becoming  again 
mailers,  at  leail,  of  Lake  George. 

The  expedition  was  under  the 
direction  of  General  Lincoln,  and 
the  immediate  execution ’was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Colonels  Brown, 
Johnilon,  and  Woodbury,  with  de- 
detachments  of  about  500  men 
each.  They  conduced  their  ope¬ 
rations  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  ad- 
drefs,  that  they  effedl- 
ually  furprized  all  the  P  *  7  * 

out  polls  betw'een  the  landing  place 
at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George, 
and  the  body  of  the  fortrefs  of 
Ticonderoga.  Mount  Defiance, 
Mount  Hope,  the  French  lines, 
and  a  block-houfc,  with  2CO  bat- 
4  teaux, 
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teaux,  an  armed  floop,  and  feve- 
rai.gun*boats,  were  almoft  inftant- 
Jy  taken.  Four  companies  of  foot, 
with  nearly  an  equal  number  of 
Canadians,  and  many  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  the  veffels, 
were  made  prifoners ;  whilft  they 
afforded  freedom  to  a  number  of 
their  own  people,  who  were  con¬ 
fined  in  fome  of  the  works  they 
had  taken.  In  this  heat  of  fuc- 
cefs,  they  brought  the  cannon  out 
of  the  armed  veffel  they  had  ta¬ 
ken,  and  after  repeated  fummons 
to  Brigadier  Powei  who  command¬ 
ed,  and  v/ho  gallantly  rejefted 
all  their  propofais,  they  for  four 
days  made  reiterated  attacks  up¬ 
on  the  works  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence  ;  until  find¬ 
ing  that  they  were  repulfedin  ei^ery 
afi’ault,  and  totally  unequal  to  the 
fervice,  they  at  length  abandoned 
the  defmn. 

O 

In  the  bepinninor  of  Oflober, 
General  Burgoyne  thought  it  ex¬ 
pedient,  from  the  uncertainty  of 
his  lituaxion,  to  leffen  the  foldiers 
rations'  of  provifion  ;  a  roeafure, 
which  however  difagreeable  to  an 
army,  was  now  fubmitied  to  with 
a  chearfulnefs  which  merited  the 
highefi;  regards,  and  did  the  great- 
eft  honour  to  the  troops.  Things 
continued  in  this  ftate  until  the 
7th  of  Oflober,  when  there  being 
no  appeararsce  or  intelligence'  of 
the  expected  cc-operation,  and  the 
time  limited  for  the  ftay  of  the 
army  in  its  prefent  camp  within 
four  or  five  days  of  being  expired, 
it  was  judged  advifeable  to  make 
a  movement  to  the  enemy’s  left, 
pot  only  to  difcovqr  whether  there 
were  any  poffible  means  of  forcing 
a  paffage,  ffiould  it  be  neceffary 
to  advance,  or  of  diftodging  them 
for  the  convenience  of  retreat. 


OF  EUROPE: 

but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the 
army,  which  was  exceedingly  dif- 
treffed  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

A  detachment  of  1500  regular 
troops,  with  2  twelve-pounders, 
2  howitzers,  and  6  fix-pounders, 
were  ordered  to  move,  being  com¬ 
manded  by  the  General  in  per- 
fon,  who  was  feconded  by  thofe  ex¬ 
cellent  officers  the  Majors  General 
Phillips  and  Reidefel,  with  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Frazer.  No  equal 
number  of  men  was  evep  better 
commanded,  and  it  would  have 
been  difficult  indeed,  to  have 
matched  the  men  with  any  equal 
number.  The  guard  of  the  camp 
upon  the  high  grounds,  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Brigadiers  General 
Hamilton  and  Speight ;  that  of 
the  redoubts  and  the  plain  near 
the  river,  to  Brigadier  Goll.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  immediately 
in  the  front  of  the  lines,  was  fo 
much  fuperior,  that  it  was  not 
thought  fafe  to  augment  the  de¬ 
tachment  beyond  the  number  we 
have  ftated. 

The  troops  w'ere  formed  within 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
enemy’s  left,  and  the  irregulars 
were  puftied  on  through  bye  ways 
to  appear  as  a  check  on  their  rear. 
But  the  further  intended  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  detachment  were  pre¬ 
vented,  by  a  very  fudden  and 
moft  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy 
upon  the  Britifti  grenadiers,  who 
were  polled  to  fnpport  the  left 
wing  of  the  line.  Major  Ackland, 
at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  fuf- 
tained  this  fierce  attack  with  great 
refolution  ;  but  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  enabling  them,  in  a  few 
minutes,  to  extend  the  attack 
long  the  whole  front  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  were  pofted  immediate¬ 
ly  on  the  right  of  the  grenadiers. 
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it  became  impracticable  to  move 
any  part  of  that  body,  for  the 
purpofe  of  formirg  a  fecond  line 
to  fapport  the  flank,  where  the 
great  weight  of  the  fire  ftili  fell. 

I'he  right  wa;;  Itill  unengaged  ; 
but  it  was  foon  perceived  that  the 
enemy  were  marching  a  flrong 
body  round  their  flank,  in  order 
to  cut  off  their  retreat.  To  op' 
pofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  at¬ 
tempt,  the  light  infantry,  with  a 
part  of  the  24th  regiment,  which 
were  joined  with  them  at  that  port, 
were  thrown  into  a  fecond  line,  in 
order  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
troops  into  camp. 

Whilfl  this  motion  was  yet  in 
procefs,.  the  enemy  pufhed  a  frefh 
and  flrong  reinforcement  to  decide 
the  action  on  the  left,  which  be¬ 
ing  totally  overpowered  by  fo 
great  a  fuperiority,  was  compelled 
by  dint  of  force  to  give  way  ;  up¬ 
on  which,  the  light  infantry  and 
24th  regiment  were  obliged,  by  a 
v'ery  quick  movement,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  fave  that  wing  from  be- 
mg  totally' ruined.  It  was  in  this 
movement,  that  the  brave  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Frazer  was  mortally 
wounded.  An  officer  whofe  lofs 
would  have  been  feverely  felt,  and 
his  place  with  difficulty  fupplied, 
in  a  corps  of  the  moil  accomplifhed 
officers. 

The  fltuation  of  the  detachment 
was  now  exceedingly  critical ;  but 
the  danger  to  which  the  lines  were 
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expofed  was  flill  more  alarming 
and  ferious.  Phillips  and  Reidefel 
were  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat, 
and  thofe  troops  which  were  near- 
eft,  or  molt  difengaged,  returned 
as  fall- as  they  could  for  their  de¬ 
fence.  The  troops  in  general  re- • 
treated  in  good  order,  though  very 
Jiard  prefled.  T  hey  were  obliged 


to  abandon  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
the  horfes  not  only  being  deltroy- 
ed,  but  mod  of  the  brave  artil¬ 
lery  men,  who  had,  as  ufual,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  Major  Wil¬ 
liams,  difplayed  the  utmoft  fkill 
and  ability  in  their  profelflon,  a- 
long  with  the  moll  undaunted  re- 
folution,  being  either  killed  or 
dangeroufly  wounded. 

Iffie  enemy  purfued  their  fuc- 
cefs  with  great  eagernefs.  The 
troops  had  fcarcely  entered  the 
camp,  when  the  Americans  florm- 
ed  it  in  different  parts  with  un¬ 
common  fiercenefs;  rufhing  to  the 
lines  through  a  fevere  fire  of  grape 
fliot  and  fmall  arms,  with  the  ut- 
mofl  fury.  Arnold  led  on  the  at¬ 
tack  with  his  ufual  impetuofity, 
againfl;  a  part  of  the  entrench¬ 
ments  into  which  the  light  infan¬ 
try  under  Lord  Balcarres,  with  a 
part  of  the  line,  had  thrown  them- 
felves  by  order.  He  there  met 
with  a  brave  and  obflinate  reflfi;- 
ance.  The  aClion  continued  very 
warm  for  fome  time,  each  fide 
feeming  to  vie  with  the  other  in 
ardour  and  perfeverance.  In  this 
critical  moment  of  glory  and  dan¬ 
ger,  Arnold  was  grievoufly  wound¬ 
ed,  jufl  as  he  was  forcing  his  way 
into,  or  had  already  entered  the 
works.  This  could  not  ffiil  to 
damp  his  party,  who  after  long 
and  repeated  efforts  were  finally 
rep  u  I  fed. 

Affairs  were  not  fo  fortunate  in 
another  quarter.  Colonel  Brey- 
man,  who  commanded  the  Ger¬ 
man  referve,  being  killed,  the  en¬ 
trenchments  defended  by  that  corps 
were  carried  fword  in  hand,  and 
they  were  totally  routed  with  the 
lofs  of  their  baggage,  tents,  and 
artillery.  This  misfortune  was 
not  retrieved,  although  orders  for 

ths 
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the  recovery  of  the  poft  were  dif- 
patched  by  the  General;  and  his 
relation  of  the  tranfa£llon  feems 
to  imply  fome  blame  to  thofe  who 
failed  in  the  execution.  By  this 
means  the  enemy  gained  a  dan¬ 
gerous  opening  on  our  right  and 
rear.  The  night  only  put  an  end 
£0  the  engagement. 

It  w'ould  feem  that  nothing  could 
now  exceed  the  diftrefs  and  cala¬ 
mity  of  the  army.  They  bore  it 
with  that  excellency  of  temper, 
and  that  unconquerable  firmnefs 
^ind  refolution,  which  are  natural 
to,  and  were  worthy  ofBritifh  fol- 
diers.  It  was  evidently  impoflible 
£0  continue  in  their  prefent  litua- 
tion,  without  fubmitting  to  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  dellrud;ion  on  the  en- 
faing  day,  A  total  change  of  po- 
lition  was  accordingly  undertaken, 
and  as  it  feems  to  have  been  con¬ 
ceived  with  great  judgment,  was 
carried  into  execution  during  the 
night,  with  a  degree  of  cooinefs, 
filence,  order,  and  intrepidity, 
which  has  feldom  been  equalled, 
and  will  certainly  be  never  ex¬ 
ceeded.  It  was  not  the  movement 
of  a  wing  or  a  part,  it  was  a  ge¬ 
neral  remove  of  the  whole  army, 
of  the  camp  and  artillery,  from 
its  late  ground,  to  the  heights  a- 
bove  the  hofpital  ;  thus,  by  an 
entire  change  of  front,  to  reduce 
the  enemy  to.  the  necelTity  of  form¬ 
ing  an  entire  new  difpofition.  All 
this  was  accomplilhed  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  and  under  the  doubt  and  ap- 
prehenfion  of  fuch  a  night,  fo  fa¬ 
tally  uihered  in,  and  accompanied 
throughout  with  circumilances  of 
fuch  uncommon  peril,  as  were  fuf- 
hcient  to  diflurb  the  bell  formed 
pdnd,  and  to  fhake  the  lirmed 
refolution,  without  lofs,  and  what 
was  ftill  more,  without  diforder. 
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Many  brave  men  fell  on  this 
unfortunate  day.  The  officers  fuf- 
fered  exceedingly.  Several  who 
had  been  grievoufly  wounded  in 
the  late  action,  and  who  difdained 
an  abfence  from  any  danger  in 
which  their  fellows  were  involved, 
were  again  wounded  in  this.  Ar 
mong  thofe  of  greater  note,  or  v/ho 
were  diflinguilhed  by  higher  rank, 
who  fell,  beiides  General  Frazer 
and  Colonel  Breyroan,  whom  we 
have  mentioned,  Sir  Tames  Clarke, 
Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Bur- 
goyne,  was  mortally  wounded  and 
taken  prifoner.  Major  'Williams 
of  the  artillery,  and  Major  Ackland 
of  the  grenadiers,  were  alfo  ta¬ 
ken,  the  latter  being  wounded. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  lids  of  kil¬ 
led  and  wounded,  though  avowed¬ 
ly  imperfect,  and  not  including 
the  Germans,  were  long  and  me¬ 
lancholy. 

On  the  next  day,  the  ^  , 
army,  being  fenfible  that 
nothing  lefs  than  a  fuccefsful  and 
decilive  a£lion  could  extricate  them 
from  their  prefent  difficulties,  con¬ 
tinued  without  effeft,  during  its 
courfe,  to  offer  battle  repeatedly  in 
their  new  pofition,  to  the  enemy. 
They  were  preparing  with  great 
cooinefs,  the  carrying  of  meafures 
into  execution,  which  were  lefs 
dangerous',  though  not  lefs  effec¬ 
tual,  than  the  attack  of  a  brave 
and  defperate  enemy,  in  dreng 
and  fortified  ground.  A  conti¬ 
nued  fuccefiion  of  Ikirm idles  were, 
however,  carried  on,  and  thefe  did 
not  pafs  without  lofs  on  both  fides. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Britiffi 
General  difeovered,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  had  pufhed  a  drong  body  for¬ 
ward  to  turn  his  right,  which  if 
effedled,  he  would  have  been  com¬ 
pletely  enclofed  on  every  fide. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  was  left  to  prevent  this 
fatal  confequence,  but  an  imme¬ 
diate  retreat  to  Saratoga.  The 
army  accordingly  began  to  move 
at  nine  o’clock  at  night ;  and  tho’ 
the  movement  was  within  muflcet 
fhot  of  the  enemy,  and  the  array 
encumbered  in  the  retreat  with  all 
its  bagpage,  it  was  made  without 
lofs.  ,  A  heavy  rain  which  fell 
that  nipht,  and  continued  on  the 
enfuing  day,  though  it  impeded 
the  piogrefs  of  the  army,  and 
increafed  the  difficulties  of  the 
march,  ferved  at  the  fame  time  to 
retard,  and  in  a  great  meafurc  to 
prevent  the  puri'uic  of  the  enemy. 
In  this  unhappy  necedity,  the  hof- 
pital  with  the  fick  and  wounded, 
vvas  of  courfe,  and  mud:  have  been 
inevitably,  abandoned.  In  this  in- 
ftance,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  tranfadions,  General  Gates 
behaved  with  an  attention  and 
humanity,  to  all  thofe  whom  the 
fortune  of  war  had  thrown  ,  into 
his  hands,  which  does  honour  to 
his  charadier. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
the  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  great ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  theBritiffi.  They, 
however,  loft  no  officer  of  note  ; 
but  the  Generals  Lincoln  and 
Arnold  were  both  dangeroufty 
wounded. 

From  the  i.mpediments  in  the 
march  w'hich  v/e  have  mentioned, 
the  army  did  not  pafs  the  fords  of 
the  Fifn  Kill  Creek,  which  lies  a 
little  to  the  northward  of  Saratoga, 
until  the  loth  in  the  morning. 
They  found  a  body  of  the  enemy 
already  arrived,  and  throwing  up 
entrenchments  on  the  heights  be¬ 
fore  them,  who  retired  at  their 
approach  over  a  ford  of  th«  Hud- 


fon’s  river,  and  there  joined  a 
greater  force,  which  was  ftationed 
to  prevent  the  paftiige  of  the  army. 
No  hope  now  remained  but  that 
of  efteTing  a  retreat,  at  leail  as 
far  as  Fort  George,  on  the  way  to 
Canada.  For  this  purpofe,  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  artificers  under  a 
ftrong  elcort,  was  fent  forward  to 
repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the 
road  to  Fort  Edward.  But  they 
were  not  long  departed  from  the 
camp,  when  the  fudden  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  enemy  in  great  force, 
on  the  oppofite  heights,  with  their 
apparent  preparation  to  pafs  the 
Filh  Kill,  and  bring  on  an  imme¬ 
diate  engagement,  rendered  it 
neceftary  to  recal  the  47 ih  regi¬ 
ment,  and  Frazer’s  rnarkfmen, 
who,  with  Mackoy’s  provincials, 
compofed  the  efcort.  The  work¬ 
men  had  only  commenced  the  re¬ 
pair  of  the  firft  bridge,  when  they 
were  abandoned  by  their  provin¬ 
cial  guard,  who  ran  away,  and  left 
them  to  fhift  for  themfeives,  only 
upon  a  very  flight  attack  of  an  in- 
confiderable  party  of  the  enemy. 
All  the  force  of  difcipline,  and  all 
the  ftubbornnefs  derived  from  its 
moft  conftrnied  habits,  were  now 
neceftary  to  fupport  even  the.  ap¬ 
pearance  of  refolution. 

The  farther  Ihore  of  the  Hud- 
f@n’s  river,  was  aow  lined  with 
detachments  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  batteaux  loaded  with  provi- 
fions  and  neceftTaries,  which  had 
attended  the  motions  of  the  army 
lip  the  river,  fince  its  departure' 
from  the  ileighbourhood  of  Still 
Water,  were  expofed,  notvvith- 
ftanding  any  protedlion  which 
could  poflibly  be  afforded,  to  the 
continual  fire  and  attacks  of  thefe 
detachments.  Many  beats  were 
taken,  fomc  retaken,  and  a  num¬ 
ber 
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ber  of  men  lofl;  in  the  fKirmifhes, 
upon  thefe  occahons.  At  length 
it  was  found  that  the  provifions 
could  only  be  prcferved  by  land¬ 
ing  and  bringing  them  up  the  hill 
to  the  camp ;  a  labour  which  was 
accomplilhed  under  a  heavy  fire 
with  difficulty  and  lo<s.. 

5.  In  thefe  deplorable  cireumftances, 
councils  of  war  were  held,  to  con- 
iider  of  the  poffibility  of  a  further 
retreat.  The  ordy  meafure  that 
carried  even  the  appearance  of 
pradlicabiiity,  hard,  difficult,  and 
dangerous  as  it  was,  was  by  a 
night  march  to  gain  Fort  Edward, 
the  troops  carrying  their  provi- 
fions  upon  their  backs.  The  im- 
poffibility  of  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridges,  and  of  conveying  in 
their  prefent  fituation  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  carriages,  were  too  evi¬ 
dent  to  admit  of  a  (jueilion.  It 
was  propofed  to  force  the  fords  at 
or  near  Fort  Edward.. 

Whim  preparations  were  mak- 
inp"  for  carrying  this  forlorn  and 
defperate  refolve  into  execution, 
intelligence  was  received,  that  the 
enemy  had  already  with  great  fore- 
fight,  provided  for  every  poffibie 
meafure  that  could  be  adopted  for 
nn  efcape,  and  that  this  final  re¬ 
fort  was  accordingly  cutoff.  Be- 
fdes,  being  ftrongiy  entrepched 
oppofite  to  the  fords  which  it  was 
intended  to  pals,  they  had  a  camp 
in  force,  and  provided  with  artil¬ 
lery,  on  the  high  and  firong 
grounds,  between  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George  ;  whillt  their  par¬ 
ties  were  every  where  fpread  along 
the  oppofite  fhore  of  the  river,  to 
watch  or  intercept  the  motions  of 
the  army,  and  on  their  own,  the 
enemy’s  polls  were  fo  clofe,  that 
they  could  fcarcely  make  the 
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fmallell  movement  without  dif- 

CO very. 

Nothing  ceuld  be  more  deplo¬ 
rably  calamitous,  than  the  ftate 
and  fituation  of  the  army.  Worn 
down  by  a  feries  of  hard  toil,  in- 
ceffant  effort,  and  ftubborn  aftionj 
abandoned  in  their  utmoft  neceffity 
and  diftrefs  by  the  Indians ;  weak¬ 
ened  by  the  defertion,  or  difap- 
pointed  and  difeouraged  by  the 
timidity  and  inefficacy  of  the  i  Ca¬ 
nadians  and  Provincials  ;  and  the 
regular  troops  reduced  by  repeated 
and  heavy  Ioffes,  of  many  ot  their 
bell  men  and  molt  diftinguiihed 
officers,  to  the  number  of  only 
3,500  effeftive  fighting  men,  of 
v/hom  not  quite  z,ooo  were  Bri- 
tifh.  In  thefe  circumfiances,  and 
in  this  Hate  of  weaknefs,  without 
a  poffibility  of  retreat,  and  their 
provifion  juft  exlvaulled,  they  were 
invefted  by  an  army  of  lour  times 
their  own  number,  whofe  pofitioii 
extended  three  parts  in  four  of  a 
circle  round  them  who  refufed  to 
fight  from  a  knowledge  of  their 
condition;  and  who  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  ground  could  not -be 
attacked  in  any' part.  .■  p 

In  this  helplefs  condition,  ob¬ 
liged  to  lie  conftantly  oil  their 
arms,  whilfta  continued  cannonade 
pervaded  all  the  camp,  and  even 
rifte  and  grape  Ihot  fell  in  every 
part  of  the  lines,  the  Britilh  troops 
retained  their  conftancy,  temper, 
and  fortitude,  in  a  wonderful  and 
aimoft  unparalleled  manner.  As 
true  courage  fubmits  with  great 
difficulty  to  defpair,  they  ftill  flat¬ 
tered  themfeives  with  the  hope  of 
fuccour  from  their  friends  ©n  the 
New  York  fide,  or,  perhaps  with 
not  lefs  fervent  wilhes,  of  an  at¬ 
tack  from  the  enemy  ;  thereby  to 
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quit  all  fi.cres  at  once,  and  either 
to  have  an  opportun  ty  ot  dying 
gallantly,  or  extricating  them- 
ielves  with  honour.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  enemy’s  force  was  con¬ 
tinually  increaled  by  the  pouring 
in  of  the  militia  from  all  parts, 
who  were  all  eager  to  partake  of 
the  glory,  the  fpoil,  or  the  plea- 
fure  of  beholding  the  degradation 
of  thofe  whom  they  had  fo  long 
dreaded,  and  whom  they  unhap¬ 
pily  confidcred  as  their  moil  im¬ 
placable  enemies. 

At  length,  nofuccour  appearing, 
and  no  rational  ground  of  hope  of 
any  kind  remaining,  an  exaft  ac¬ 
count  of  the  provifions  was  taken 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of 
Odlober,  when  it  was  found  that 
the  whole  ilock  in  hand,  would 
afford  no  more  than  three  days 
bare  fubfiilence  for  the  army.  A 
council  was  immediately  called  ; 
and  the  General  thinking  it  right 
and  juft,  in  a  matter  fo  moment¬ 
ous  to  individuals,  as  well  as  the 
whole,  to  obtain  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  and  fuffrage  of  the  army,  fo 
far  as  it  could  with  propriety  be 
colledled,  invited,  bcfides  the  Ge¬ 
nerals  and  field  officers,  all  the  Cap¬ 
tains  commanding  corps  or  divi- 
fions,  to  affift  at  the  council.  The 
refult  was,  an  unanimous  deter¬ 
mination  to  open  a  treaty  and  en- 
tfer  into  a  convention  with  Gene¬ 
ral  Gates. 

Gates  Ifiewed  no  marks  of  arro¬ 
gance,  nor  betrayed  no  figns  of 
being  carried  away  by  the  pre- 
fent  extraordinary  torrent  of  fuc- 
cefs.  The  terms  were  moderate, 
xinfidering  the  ruined  (late  and 
irretrievable  circumftances  of  the 
irmy  ;  and  that  it  was  already  in 
iffed  at  the  enemy’s  mercy,  be¬ 
ing  equally  incapable  of  fubfifting 


where  it  was,  and  of  making  itf 
way  to  a  better  fituation.  The 
principal  difficulty  related  to  a 
point  of  military  honour,  in  which 
the  Britifh  Generals  and  troops 
were  peremptory,  and  Gates  far 
from  beino;  (lift. 

The  principal  arti-  , 

cles  of  the  convention,  *  ^7^  • 
exclufive  of  thofe  which  related  to 
the  provifion  and  accommodation 
of  the  army,  in  its  way  to  Bofton, 
and  during  its  ftay  at  that  place, 
were,  That  the  army  fhouid  march 
out  of  the  camp  with  ail  the  ho- 
»  flours  of  war,  and  its  camp  artil¬ 
lery,  to  a  fixed  place  where  they 
were  to  depofit  their  arms :  To  be 
allowed  a  free  embarkation  and 
paifage  to  Europe  from  Bofton, 
upon  condition  of  their  not  ferv- 
ing  again  in  America,  during  the 
prefent  war  ;  the  army  not  to  be 
feparated,  particularly  the  men 
from  the  officers  ;  roll-calling,  and 
other  duties  of  regularity  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  5  the  officers  to  be  admitted 
on  parole,  and  to  wear  their  fid* 
arms ;  all  private  property  to  be 
facred,  and  the  public  delivered 
upon  honour ;  no  baggage  to  be 
fearched  or  molefted  ;  all  perfons 
of  whatever  country,  appertaining' 
to,  or  following  the  camp,  to  be 
fully  comprehended  in  the  terms 
of  capitulation  ;  ^nd  the  Canadians 
to  be  returned  to  their  own  coun¬ 
try,  liable  to  its  conditions. 

General  Gates  fulfilled  all  the 
conditions,  fo  far  as  he  was,  or 
could  be  concerned  in  them,  with 
the  utmoft  pundluality  and  honour. 
His  humanity  and  politenefs,  in 
every  part  of  this  bufinefs,  have 
been  much  celebrated’;  without  a 
fingle  detra£lion,  fo  far  as  we  have* 
heard,  from  the  moil  favourable 
accounts  that  have  been  given  of 

-hi* 
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}iis  conduft.  This  was  the  more 
praife- worthy,  as  fome  latCj  as 
well  as  former  circumHances,  had 
highly  enraged  the  American  mi¬ 
litia  ;  the  army  in  its  laft  move¬ 
ments,  whether  from  military  ne- 
ceffity,  or  the  vexation  and  ill- 
temper  incident  to  their  fituation, 
or  the  joint  operation  of  both, 
having  burnt  and  deftroyed  many 
houfes,  and  fome  of  them  build¬ 
ings  of  great  value.  The  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  fevere  execution  which 
now  took  place  upon  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  would  alfo  have  aifbrded  too 
much  colour  for  a  different  mode  of 
conduct.  It  is  even  faid,  and  we  do 
not  find  that  it  has  been  contra- 
didled,  that  this  General  paid  fo 
nice  and  delicate  an  attention  to 
the  Britifh  military  honour,  and 
to  the  charafler  and  feelings  of 
thofe  brave  troops,  who  now  ex¬ 
perienced  fo  deplorable  a  reverfe 
of  fortune,  that  he  kept  his  army 
clofe  within  their  lines,  and  did  not 
fufFer  an  American  foldier  to  be 
a  witnefs  to  the  degrading  fpeda- 
cle  of  piling  their  arms. 

The  Americans  Hate  the  whole 
number  who  laid  down  thsirarms,' 
including  Canadians,  Provincials, 
volunteers,  regulars,  and  irregu¬ 
lars,  of  all  foi'ts,  at  5752  men^  in 
this  number  is  undoubtedly  in¬ 
cluded,  though  not  fpecihed,  all 
the  artificers,  labourers,  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  thecamp.  They  alfo  Hate 
the  number  of  fick  and  wounded  left 
in  the  hofpitals  at  the  retreat  from 
the  camp  near  Still  Water,  to  528 
men ,  apd  thelofs  befides  in  the  army, 
in  killed,  wounded,  taken,  or  de¬ 
ferred,  from  the  6ih  of  July  down¬ 
wards,  to  2,933  ;  the  total  amount 
ef  theie  numbers  being  9,213  men. 
By  another  account,  tne  number 
is  carried  above  ten  thoufand. 


They  alfagot  a  fine  train  of  brafs 
artillery,  amounting  to  35  pieces 
of  different  forts  and  fizes. 

During  thefe  unfortunate  tran- 
fadlions,  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  conduced  his  ex¬ 
pedition  up  the  North  River  with 
great  fuccefs.  He  had  embarked 
about  3000  men  for  that  fervice, 
accompanied  by  a  fuitable  naval 
force,  confifling  of  fliips  of  war, 
armed  gaiiies,  and  fmaller  vefi'els„ 
under  the  conduft  of  Commodore 
Hotham.  Their  fufl  objed;  was 
the  redufiion  of  the  forts  Mont¬ 
gomery  and  Clinton,  which  tho’ 
of  confiderable  ftrength,  being  at 
that  time  in  a  very  unguarded 
ftate,  it  was  determined  to  at¬ 
tempt  by  a  coup  de  main.  They 
were  fituated  on  either  fide  of  a 
creek,  which  defeended  from  the 
mountains  to  the  North  River,  and 
their  communication  preferved  by 
a  bridge.  Several  neceffary  mo¬ 
tions  being  made  to  mafK.  the  real 
deiign,  the  troops  were  landed  in> 
two  divifions,  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  their  objeft,  as  occafioned  a 
confiderable  and  difficult  march 
through  the  mountains ;  vvhich 
was  how'ever  calculated  and  con- 
dudled  with  fuch  precifion,  that 
the  two-  detachments  arrived  on 
the  oppofite  fides  of  the  creek, 
and  began  their  fepa-  gii..  ' 

rateatrack  on  the  forts,  *  V 
at  nearly  the  fametime.  The  fur- - 
prize  and  terror  of  the  garrifona- 
was  increafed  by  the  appearance- 
of  the  fliips  of  war,  and  the  arri¬ 
val  and  near  fire  of  the  gaiiies, 
which  approached  fo  clofe  as.  to 
ftrike  the  wails  with  their,  oars. 
The  affault  on  both  iides  of  the* 
creek  was  exceedingly  vigorous, 
and  the  impetuofity  of  the  .  troops 
fo  great,  that  notwithhaading  a 

very 
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very  confidcrable  defence,  both 
the  forts  were  carried  by  ftorm. 
As  the  foldiers  were  much  irrita¬ 
ted,  as  well  by  the  fatigue  they 
had  undergone,  and  the  oppofition 
they  met,  as  by  the  lofs  of  fome 
brave  and  favourite  officers,  the 
daughter  of  the  enemy  was  confi- 
derable. 

Upon  the  lofs  of  the  forts,  the 
rebels  fet  fire  to  two  fine  new  fri¬ 
gates,  and  to  fome  other  veffiels, 
which  with  their  artillery  and  ftores 
were  all  confumed.  Another  fort 
called  Conftitution,  was  in  a  day 
or  two  after,  upon  the  approach 
of  the  combined  land  and  naval 
force,  precipitately  fet  on  fire  and 
abandoned.  General  Tryon  alfo, 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  de- 
droyed  a  new  and  thriving  fettle^ 
ment  called  Continental  Village, 
which  contained  barracks  for  1500 
men,  with  confiderable  {lores. 
The  artillery  taken  in  the  three 
forts,  amounted  to  67  pieces  of 
different  lizes.  A  large  quantity 
of  artillery  and  other  (tores,  with 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  were 
alfo  taken.  A  large  boom  and 
chain,  the  making  of  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  cod  70,000 1. 
and  the  conflruftion  of  which  was 
confidered  as  an  extraordinary 
proof  of  American  labour,  indu- 
dry,  and  (kill,  was  in  part  de- 
ftroyed,  and  in  part  carried  away. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  American 
lofs  in  value,  was  probably  great¬ 
er  than  upon  any  other  occafion 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  Their  llrength  and  attention 
were  drawn  away  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  and  other  things  mud  have 
been  negledled,  whild  they  applied 
both  to  the  principal  objed:. 

Our  lofs  in  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  was  not  great  as  to  number. 


but  fome  didinguifhed  and  much  la¬ 
mented  officers  fell.  Of  thefe,  be- 
fides  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  commanded  the  attack 
on  Fort  Montgomery,  Major  Sill, 
was  from  the  general  elleem  he 
had  acquired  through  his  many 
excellent  qualities,  univerfally  re¬ 
gretted,  Major  Grant  of  the  New 
York  volunteers,  and  Count  Gra- 
boufki,  a  Polidi  nobleman,  and 
Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Clinton, 
were  alfo  (lain  in  the  affault  on 
thefe  forts. 

The  expedition  did  not  end  with 
this  fuccefs.  Sir  James  Wallace, 
with  a  flying  fquadron  of  light 
frigates,  and  General  Vaughan, 
with  a  coniiderable  detachment  of 
troops,  continued,  for  feveral  days, 
their  excurfion  up  the  river,  carry¬ 
ing  terror  and  deftrudion  where- 
cver  they  went.  At  the  very- 
time  that  General  Burgoyne  was 
receiving  the  moil  favourable  con¬ 
ditions  for  himfelf  and  a  ruined 
army,  the  fine  village  or  town  of 
Efopus,  at  no  very  great  diflance, 
was  reduced  to  allies,  and  not  a 
houfe  left  (landing.  The  extraor¬ 
dinary  devaflation  which  attended 
every  part  of  this  expedition,  of 
the  neceffity  of  which  we  are.  not 
judges,  was  produdive  of  a  pathe¬ 
tic  but  fevere  letter,  from  General 
Gates,  then  in  the  height  oj  vic¬ 
tory,  to  General  Vaughan. 

On  the  approach  of  Gates,  the 
troops  and  veffels  retired  to  New 
York,  having  difmantled  the  forts, 
and  for  a  time  at  leaft,  havino'  left 

«  O 

the  river  defencelel’s.  But  that  en- 
terprize,  though  conduded  with 
fpirit  and  ability,  v/as  of  little 
moment  in  the  general  account. 

Such  was  the  unfortunate  fffue 
of  the  northern  campaign  ;  The 
event  of  an  expedition  which  was 

under- 
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Undertaken  with  the  moft  confi¬ 
dent  hopes,  and  for  fome  time 
purfued  with  very  flattering  ap¬ 
pearances  of  fuccefs.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  the  principai  means  for  the 
immediate  reduction  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  ;  but  it  has  only  ferved,  in 
conjundtion  with  other  operations, 
which  in  the  firft  inflance  have 
fucceeded  better,  to  demonftrate 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fub- 
jugation  of  a  numerous  people  at 
a  great  diflance,  in  an  extenfive 
country  marked  with  llrqng  lines, 
and  abounding  in  flrong  natural 
defences,  if  the  refources  of  war 
are  not  exceedingly  deficient,  and 
that  the  fpirit  of  the  people  is  in 
any  degree  proportioned  to  their 
fituation.  It  may  now,  whatever 
2t  was  in  the  beginning,  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  doubt,  whether  any  fupe- 
riority  of  power,  of  wealth,  and 
©f  difcipline,  will  be  found  to 
m^er-ballance  fuch  difficulties. 


It  would  not  be  eafy  at  prefent^ 
as  many  things  neceffary  to  be 
known  have  not  yet  been  fully 
explained,  and  improper,  as  the 
whole  is  flill  a  fubje^  of  public 
invefligation,  to  attempt  forming 
any  judgment  upon  the  general 
plan  or  fyftem  of  this  campaign. 
The  general  condudl  of  the  war 
this  year  has  already  undergone 
much  cenfure  ;  and  undoubtedly, 
the  fending  of  the  grand  army  at  fuch 
a  diflance  to  the  fouthward,  whilfl 
the  inferior  was  left  ft^uggling  with 
infurmountabl.e  difficulties  in  the 
north,  w'hen  it  would  feem  that 
their  jundlion  or  co-operation, 
would  have  rendered  them  greatly, 
fuperior  to  any  force  which  could 
have  been  poffibly  brought  to  op- 
ppfe  their  progrefs,  feerns,  in  this 
view  of  things,  not  to  be  eafily 
accounted  for.  It  however,  a 
fubjedl,  upon  which  no  conclufive 
opinion  can  yet  be  formed, 
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CHAP.  X. 


Arzicahle  change  of  cfifpofitic?i  in  the  courts  cf  Madrid  and  IdfcUy  upon 
the  death  of  the  Kin^  of  Portugal.  Some  account  of  that  Monarch.  Suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  daughter  the  Princefs  of  Bratztl.  Marquis  cf  Ponibal  re- 
7nou)cd  from  po-ieer.  Public  joy  upon  that  occafon.  Some  account  of 
that  minijler.  State  prifoners  enlarged,  and  popularity  acquired  by  that 
act.  Orders  fent  to  South  America  for  a  ceffaiion  cf  hofilities.  Account 

of  the  fate  and  progrefs  of  the  armament  n.vhich  had  been  fent  out  front 
Cadiz  in  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  year.  Peakes  the  if  and  of  St» 
Catharine"' s.  Reduces  the  colony  of  St .  Sacratnent.  Preliminaries  of  peace, 
and  a  treaty  of  limits  concluded  beinveeyi  Spain  and  Portugal.  Obfer^oa- 
■  tions  on  that  eojent.  Armaments  fill  continued  in  Spain.  Differences  bc' 
t'-ween  Ruff  a  and  the  Porte.  Ruval  Chans.  Petty  n.var  in  the  Crimea. 
Both  fdes  unavilhitig  to  proceed  to  extremities.  War  betnxieenthe  Turks  and 
Perfians.  State  of  Ruff  a.  King  cf  Sweden  neifits  that  court.  'Dreadful 
innundation  at  Peterjburg.  Emperor  ojifts  France.  Treaty  betojoeen 
France  and  Sujuitzerland.  Death  of  the  Fledlor  of  Baojaria. 


UR  OPE  has  had  the  fortune 
to  preferve  her  tranquillity 
during  the  year  of  which  we  are 
treating.  The  derm  which  was 
gathering  fo  heavily  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  if  not  entirely  difpelled,  has 
at  lead  changed  its  direction.  The 
death  of  the  late  kin^  of  Portugal 
has  given,  a  new  colour  to  the  po¬ 
liticks  of  that  quarter.  That  event 
of  courfe  removed  a  perfonal  ani- 
mofuy,  and  a  kind  of  peculiar 
malignity,  which  had  been  long 
fiippofed  to  fubdd  between  that 
monarch  and  his  potent  neighbour. 
Spain  being  thus  difengaged  from 
what  fhe  confidered  as  rather  a 
fort  of  domedic  fquabble,  is  left 
at  large  to  purfue  a  more  extenfive 
policy,  and  to  diredl  her  ambition 
to  objefts  which  may  at  prefent 
appear  of  greater  importance. 

The  late  king  of  Portugal,  Don 
Jofeph  thedrd,  was  born  at  Li/bon 
on  the  6th  of  June,  1714  ;  where 
he  alfo  died,  after  a  long  and 
grievous  ill^nefs,  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1777,  in  the  63d  year 
Von.  XX.  1777. 


of  his  age,  and  27th  of  his  reign. 
He  married,  in  the  year  1732, 
Maria  Anna  Vidloria,  Infanta  of 
Spain,  who  had  then  jud  com- 
pleated  her  fourteenth  year,  and 
who  had  experienced  the  unufual 
fortune  cf  being  fent  a  child  to 
France,  received  as  queen,  bred 
up  as  the  dedined  bride  of  the 
late  king  of  that  country,  and  of 
being  afterwards  returned,  upon  a 
change  in  the  political  fydem  of 
that  court,  under  the  pretence  of 
nonage. 

The  late  king  fucceeded  his  fa^ 
ther,  Don  John  of  Eraganza,  in. 
the  throne,  on  the  3 id  of  July, 
1750.  As  he  had  no  male  iifue, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  crown  in 
the  full  blood  of  the  family  on 
both  ddes,  or  perhaps  to  guard 
againd  tlie  danger  of  a  difputed 
fuccedion,  his  elded  daughter,  the 
princefs  of  Brazil,  was  in  the  year 
1760  married  to  her  uncle  Don  Pe¬ 
dro,  her  father’s  brother,  die  being 
then  in  her  26th  year,  and  he 
about  forty-three.  Their  fon,  the 
\f'M\  '  prince 
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prince  of  Beira,  in  parfuance  of 
the  mode  of  marriage,  which  fcems 
in  a  manner  eftabliflied  in  that 
Court,  and  which  already  ap¬ 
proaches  clofely  to  that  antiently 
praflifed  in  '  the  royal  houfe  of 
the  Ptolemies,  was  married  juft 
before  the  king’s  death,  to  his 
mother’s  youngeft  fifter,  the  prin- 
cefs  Maria  Benedidta,  Ihe  being 
then  in  her  31ft  year,  and  the 
prince  in  his  fixteenth. 

The  late  king’s  reign  was  nei¬ 
ther  happy  td  himfelf,  nor  fortu¬ 
nate  to  his  people.  It  was  early 
marked  by  one  of  thofe  awful  ca¬ 
lamities,  thofe  tremendous  ftrokes 
of  providence,  or  convulfions  of 
nature,  vvhich  bring  man  to  a  fenfe 
of  his  condition,  and  lay  his 
proudeft  works  in  the  daft.  The 
fatal  earthquake  in  17^5,  over¬ 
whelmed  his  capital,  and  ihook 
his  kingdom  to  the  centre.  His 
fucceedihg  adminiftration  was  not 
much  diilihguiftied,  by  the  affed-ioa 
it  acquired  at  home,  or  the  repu¬ 
tation  which  it  fultained  abroad. 
It  was  deeply  ftained  with  dome- 
ftlc  blood  ;  and  rendered  odious 
by  an  excelTive  and  horrible  cruelty. 
The  hril:  families  of  the  kingdom 
were  ruined,  tortured,  and  nearly 
cut  clF  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
without  that  clearnefs  of  evidence 
to  the  eftablillimerit  of  theii;  puiit, 
or  even  that  attention  to  the'ufual 
forms  of  juftice  and  modes  of  en¬ 
quiry,  which  fo  dreadful  and  ex¬ 
emplary  an  execution  undoubtedly 
demanded.  From  that  time,  fuf- 
picion,  or  the  will  of  a  favourite, 
fuppiied  the  place  of  all  evidence, 
until  the  numerous  dungeons  of  the 
kingdom  Teemed  at  length  fcarcely 
capable  of  affording  room  to  the 
wretched  bodies  of  thofe  who  had 
been  its  principal  citizens.  The 
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king  himfelf  had  nearly  perifhed 
dirgracefully,  by  the  hands  of  aifaf- 
finSy  in  fome  idle  nodlurnal  excur- 
fion  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  powerful  intervention  of  a 
great  and  faithful  ally,  he  would 
probably  have  feen  his  kingdom 
overrun,  if  not  finally  fubverted, 
by  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  muft,  however,  in  juftice  to  the 
rnemory  of  the  late  king  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  he  gave  a  ftriking  in- 
ftance  bothof  firmnefs  and  virtue,  in 
the conftancy  with  wdiich  he  fupport- 
ed  his  engagements  and  faith  with 
Great  Britain,  during  the  trying 
circumftances,  and  furrounding 
dangers  of  the  late  war.  Without 
wifliing  to  detract  in  any  degree 
from  the  merit  of  fuch  a  condua, 
it  muft  alf'o  with  equal  truth  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  could  not, 
confiftently  with  the  character  of  a 
ftatefman  and  politician,  have 
acted  otherwife.  That  he  had  no 
other  alternative  than  the  part 
which  he  took,  or  to  adopt  that 
weak,  defperste,  and  a.t  all  times 
to  be  confidered  rnoit  fatal  mea- 
fure,  of  refigning  the  keys,  the 
flrength,  and  the  arms  of  his  king¬ 
dom  into  the  hands,  and  laying 
even  his  own  perfon  at  the  mercyy 
of  an  envious  and  inveterate  enemy, 
wno  had  an  old,  and  netmr- for¬ 
gotten  claim  upon  the  whole. 

X  he  expulfion  of  tne  jeiuits  from 
Portugal,  which  hril  opened  thevv.'iy 
to  the  duToIutiO!)  and  ruinof  thatce- 
iebrated  and  extraordinary  order  of 
men  i  n  every  other  part  of  the  world, 
fender  the  late  reign 
diitinguifhed.  A  great  deal  was 
alfo  done>  to  diminilb  the  excefiive 
nunabers  and  overgrown  wealth 
and  influence  of  all  orders  of  the 
clergy,  as  well  as  to  abate  the  ri¬ 
gours  of  the  inquificion.  In  de¬ 
rogation 
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i’Ogarion  however  from  the  latter 
nieric,  that  tribunal  was  hill  keot 
Up  as  an  engine  of  hate  tyr^anny, 
when  it  was  enfeebled  as  an  in- 
flrument  ol  religious  pei  leciuiori. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  king,  the 
princefs  of  Brazil  was  immediately 
acknowledged  as  loverei^i^n,  and 
entered  into  the  adminillration  of 
public  atfairs.  It  was  reported, 
but  we  cannot  fay  with  what  foun- 
daiion,  that  a  confiderable  party, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  fecretly 
lupported  by  the  prime  minilter, 
had  forne  intention  of  placing  the 
crown  directly  upon  the  het^  of 
the  prefumptive  heir,  the  prince 
Oi  Beira.  if  any  fuch  fcheme  was 
in  agitation,  it  was  not  avowed, 
nor  have  any  of  thole  refentments 
appeared,  which  might  have  been 
ex'pedled  from  the  knowledge  of 
luch  a  delign. 

One  of  the  hrft  aiTts  of  the  new  go- 

A/7  Lr  L  vernnient,  was  the  re- 
iVi arch  6th.  .  ,  c 

moval  irom  power  ol 

I  7  T  ^ 

the  Marquis  de  Pom- 

bal,  who  had  for  many  years  go¬ 
verned  the'kingdom  wica  amollua- 

O  ^ 

bounded  authority,  and  which  his 
r!urneroo.s  enendes  fay,  was  diredled 
to  the  mok  cruel  and  arbitrary  pur- 
polcs.  This  minilirr  as  letdown 
from  his  high  authority  with  great 
gentlcnefs,  for  that  country,  ind 
that  fpecies  of  goven.'ment.  He 
was  informed  by  a  /lote  irom  the 
queen,  that,  in  confiderarion  of  the 
great  regard  and  efteem  whicii  the 
late  king-  her  father  had  for  him, 
as  well  as  of  his  own  and  in- 

O 

hrmities,  he  was  permitted,  at  his 
own  defirc,  to  retire  from  the  royal 
fervice  to  his  eftate  in  the  country, 
in  the  fame  note,  the  queen  grant¬ 
ed  him  a  continuance  of  the  ap¬ 
pointments  of  his  office  as  fecre- 
lafy  of  Hate,  and  beitowed  on  him 


a  vacant  Commandery  of  St; 
James. 

No  public  hleffing  or  advan¬ 
tage  ;  neither  the  deliverance  from 
a  foreign  enemy,  nor  a  domellic 
tyranny,  could  have  excited  a  great¬ 
er  or  more  univeri'al  joy,  than  thd 
removal  of  this  nobleman  front 
power,  and  his  fubfequent  dif- 
grace,  which  beckon e  every  day 
more  apparent.  'Whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  boldnefs,  vvifdom, 
and  rectitude  of  his  meafures,  his 
oppofing  national  vices,  and  popular 
prejudices,  the  delpotilm  ot  his  ad- 
rniniiration,  or  more  probably,  front 
the  mixed  operation  of  ali  thefe 

i 

caufes,  he  liad  the  fortune  to  in¬ 
cur  the  abhorrence  and  dread  of 
every  order  of  men  in  the  date  and 
kingdom.  The  aniient  nobility,- 
conlidered  him  equally  the  dedroy- 
er  of  their  order,  and  the  exter¬ 
minator  of  their  face  ;  the  clergy 
anathematized  him,  as  the  enemy 
or  religion  Iti  general,  as  well  as 
the  fubvertor  of  their  ptrdcuiar 
Inditutions,  and  the  dellroyer  of 
their  general  and  perfonal  rights  : 
the  common  people  execrated  him^ 
as  the  fcourge  ahd  ctlrfe  of  their 
country.  I'o  add  to  the  -weight 
of  doraedic  enmity  ay.d  clan^our^ 
he  had  continual  difputes  witii  the 
Englifli  merchants  and  factory; 
(who  form  a  great  bodv  in  that 
country)  upon  matters  redarive  to' 
trade,  and  to  their  real  or  iuppofed 
riphts  and  immunities. 

in  fuch  a  date  of  public  diillke 
and  violent  prejudice,  it  would  not 
be  an  eafy  matter  lo  obtain  trie 
real  charader  of  a  minider,  at  a 
much  nearer  didance,  and  in  a 
country  where  enquiry  whs  much 
more  open,  and  dil'quifi,tions  of 
that  nature  better  underliood  and 
more  liberally  corid -acted,  than 

[*7r/l  z  Portugal, 
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Portugal.  liis  friends  reprefent 
him  as 'a  minifter  of  great  abili¬ 
ties,  and  as  a  bold  reformer,  who 
endeavoured  by  the  mcil  vigorous 
exertions  to  reilore  to  its  antient 
power,  refutation,  and  fplendour, 
a  country  which  had  been  long 
fallen  into  the  moll;  humiliating 
Hate  of  weaknefs,  and  the  people 
funk  in  the  mod:  degrading  barba- 
rifm.  The  country,  they  fay,  was 
little  and  badly  cultivated  ;  the  arts 
were  lod  ;  indudry  extindl  ;  and 
every  fort  of  budnefs  was  condudt- 
ed  by  ftrangers.  Thus,  the  peo¬ 
ple  depended  entirely  on  foreigners 
for  corn  and  cloathing,  the  crown 
was  without  treafure,  and  the  date 
v/ithout  finances.  The  military 
glory  of  the  kingdom  was  extinct; 
and  its  fafety  depending  upon  the 
precarious  caprice  or  negligence  of 
its  neighbours,  whild  it  maintain¬ 
ed  a  nominal  army,  without  fol- 
diers  or  arms.  Under  all  thefe 
didreding  circutndances,  the  na¬ 
tion  was  devoured  by  an  idle,  vi¬ 
cious,  and  abandoned  nobility, 
W'iih  a  mod  ignorant  and  luxuriant 
clergy,  both  of  whom  were  poT 
feded  of  exorbitant  riches. 

It  was  impoffible,  fay  they,  to 
remove  dvih  offuch  a  dreneth  and 
magnitude,  but  by  the  bolded 
drokes  of  policy,  and  a  purfuit  of 
the  m,od  dec! five  mcafures.  The 
Herculean  talk  could  only  be  un¬ 
dertaken,  with  a  full  determina¬ 
tion  to  encounter  all  the  power  and 
violence  of  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
and  to  endure  all  the  obloquy  of  an 
extremely  ignorant,  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  fuperditious  populace.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  the 
court  of  Pvorne  would  behold  with 
approbation,  a  redaction  of  the 
exorbitant  power  and  wealth  of 
the  clergy,  attended  with  an  equal 
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redralnt  of  their  numbers.  It  was 
as  little  to  be  fuppofed,  that,  the 
avarice  of  foreip;ners  would  not  be 

o 

alarmed  at  the  internal  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  who  knew 
that  their  former  gains  arofe  from 
its  uncultivation  and  anarchy,  as 
that  its  dangerous  neighbours  could 
behold  with  fatisfaclion  their  am¬ 
bitious  views  fruftrated,  by  the 
growing  ftrength  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  increaling  reputation  of 
its  government. 

This  is  a  very  Hiort  and  flight 
fketch,  but  as  much  as  we  have 
room  for,  of  the  various  ground 
taken  by  the  numerous  foes,  and 
few,  indeed,  friends,  in  the  con¬ 
demnation  or  defence,  of  this  fallen, 
and  once  all-powerful  miniHer. 
It  would  feem  upon  the  whole, 
that  he  pofTeffed  no  inconflderable 
fhare  of  ability  ;  that  a  flrong  fpirit 
of  enterprize,  and  turn  for  inno¬ 
vation,  were  among  the  leading 
features  of  his  charadler  ;  and  that 
his  natural  boldnefs  of  difpoiition, 
and  an  exceffive  confidence  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  defigns,  led  him  into 
fome  extremes,  which  the  prudent 
attention  of  a  more  cautious  ftatef- 
man  to  times,  circumftances,  and 
the  charafter  of  the  people,  would 
have  avoided. 

Few  princes  have  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquiring  popularity  at 
an  eafier  rate  than  the  queen  of 
Portugal.  After  the  degradation 
of  the  favourite,  it  was  only  to 
open  the  prifbn  doors,  and  to  ac¬ 
quire  at  once  the  univerfal  love 
aud  applaufe  of  her  fubjedls.  This 
meafure  was  laid  to  have  been  re¬ 
commended  by  the  late  king  in 
his  lafl  moments.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  eight  hundred  wretches, 
rifing  from  their  dungeons  where 
they  had  been  fo  long  buried,  and 

in 
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in  their  fqualid  condition,  afford¬ 
ed  no  faint  reprefencation  of  a  re- 
furredlion  of  the  dead-.  Many  of 
thcfe  were  of  family  and  condi¬ 
tion,  whofe  friends  having  no  fuf- 
picion  of  their  fate,  had  long  fup- 
pofed  that  they  had  periihcd  by 
tile  hands  of  afraffin^,  or  by  fome 
untoward  accident  of  which  they 
could  frame  no  idea.  Near  qcoo 
more  it  was  faid  had  perifiied  in 
thofe  prifons,  during  the  defpotifni 
of  the  favourite.  Of  the  living, 
it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  even 
the  mod  criminal  declared  and 
proteded  their  innocence.  Each 
had  his  tale  of  woe;  and  each  the 
particular  hidory,  of  the  cruelties 
he  had  experienced,  and  the  fuf- 
ferings  he  had  undergone,  to  re¬ 
cite.  The  emotions  of  the  hear¬ 
ers  may  poifibly  be  conceived. 
Their  execration  and  abhorrence 
of  the  late  minider  will  be  eafily 
fuppofed. 

Among  thofe  of  high  rank,  who 
were  now  redored  to  the  light  of 
heaven,  was,  faid  to  be,  a  fon  of 
the  Marquis  of  Tavora,  who  was 
committed  to  prifon  at  five  years 
of  age,  and  having  feen  no  per- 
fon  fince  that  time  but  a  keeper, 
and  that  only  at  the  dated  and  Ihort 
feafons,  allotted  for  the  admini- 
dration  of  his  fcanty  provifion,  ex¬ 
hibited  the  diocking  fpeclacle  of 
a  human  being,  almod  dedituteof 
language  and  ideas,  and  without 
the  fmalled  memory  or  knowledge 
of  his  family  or  former  condition. 

The  ancient  bifliop  of  Coimbra, 
who  had  been  committed  to  pri¬ 
fon  about  the  time  of  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  jefuits,  for  fome  en- 
thufiadical  writings  he  had  pub- 
lithed,  in  which,  along  with  a 
direct  charge  of  herefy  againd  the 
juinider,  he  faid  it  was  approacli- 
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ing  fad  to  the  throne,  and  would 
foon  overfpread  the  nation,  now 
prefented  a  piteous  fpedlacle  to 
the  people,  appearing  before  them 
almod  naked,  as  he  came  out  of 
prifon,  and  relating  to  them,  a- 
mong  his  other  fufterings,  that  he 
had  lain  upon  nothing  but  bare 
boards  during  the  whole  time  of 
his  confinement,  vvhild  his  age, 
venerable  appearance,  and  the 
fandity  attributed  to  his  charadler, 
excited  all  the  mixed  emotions  of 
pity  and  horror  in  his  hearers. 

The  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
family  of  Tavora,  confiding  of  the 
Marquis  de  Alorna,  and  his  three 
brothers,  who  had  been  obliged 
to  adopt  their  mother’s  name  of 
Lorena,  that  of  Tavora  having 
been  for  ever  abolilhed,  were,  in 
fome  time  after  their  releale,  re¬ 
dored  to  all  theii  antient  honours 
and  rights  by  a  pubHc  decree,  in 
which  the  queen  declared,  that  the 
important  affair  in  which  they 
were  concerned,  had  been  ferupu- 
loudy  enquired  into,  by  the  Soli¬ 
citor  Genera],  and  miniders  of  a- 
bility  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 
who  had  unanimoudy  declared  them 
entirely  innocent.  Two  of  the 
Marquis’s  brothers  were  appoint¬ 
ed  tQ  honourable  commands  in  the 
army.  M.  de  Andrada,  formerly 
minider  from  that  court  to  the 
United  Provinces,  who  had  been 
thrown  into  prifon  immediately 
after  his  recal,  and  who  now  re- 
fufed  to  quit  it,  until  he  obtained 
a  promife  of  a  full  enquiry  into 
his  condu'd,  received  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  having  his  innocence  pub¬ 
licly  acknowledged  by  a  fimilar 
decree,  and  was  appointed  High 
Chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  Se¬ 
veral  who  had  fufrered  the  lofs  of 
their  offices,  and  endured  all  the 
[*M]  3  mirerics 
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jTkiferies  of  a  prifon,  without  any 
thari^e  being  laid  or  pretended  a- 
gainlt  them,  were  now  reiloreJ  to 
their  places  in  the  court  or  arrny^ 
without  any  formal  exculpation. 

On  tlie  other  hand,  thofe  who 
had  been  particularly  attached  to 
the  late  mirjillcr,  generally  loft 
their  places,  or  were  ocherwife 
difgraced.  In  fome  rime,  his  eilates 
were  fcquedered,  under  the  claini 
or  pretence  of  his  being  indebted 
to  the  crown,  iii  the  courfe  of  his 
adminidration.  Upon  the  approach 
of  the  day  of  the  quee^\’s  public 
acclamation,  as  it  is  termed,  a 
ceremonial  fimilar  to  f;hat  of  a  co¬ 
ronation,  arul  attenried  with  the 
fame  renewal  of  conditions  between 
the  fovereign  and  the  people,  ei¬ 
ther  to  pleafe  the^  populace,  or 
under  the  g^ppreheniion  of  fome 
outrage  on  theenfuing  fellival,  the 
bull  of  the  late  nuniller,  which 
had  been  fixed  on  the  pedefial 
of  the  king’s  equeftrian  fiatue, 
\vas  ordered  for  the  prefen t  to  be 
covered  with  plaifier,  and  that  it 
fhould  afterwards  be  replaced  by 
the  city  arms.  Of  Inch  little  per¬ 
manency  and  value,  are  fiatues, 
bulls,  or  the  favour  of  kings,  to 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune 
of  incurring  the  odium  of  their 
country. 

The  death  of  the  late  king  im¬ 
mediately  changed  the  politicks  of 
the  court  of  Madrid,  with  refpedl 
to  the  intended  war  again  ft  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  put  as  fpeedy  an  end  to 
the  preparations,  which  had  been 
carried  on  with  induftry,  for  the 
invafion  of  that  kingdom.  A  per¬ 
fect  good  underftanding  imme¬ 
diately  took  place  between  the  two 
courts,  and  orders  were  difpatched 
frorh  each,  as  foon  almoft  as  it 
could  de  done;,  for  a  cefihdon  of 
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hofiili, ties  in  South  America.  Spain, 
it  is  true,  has  fince  continued, 
and  ftill  does,  her  military  prepa¬ 
rations  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
her  naval  armament  in  parti  ular, 
has  been  attended  to  with  fuch  vi¬ 
gour,  and  fupported  with  fuch  ex- 
pence,  as  have  rendered  it  very 
formidable,  and  undoubtedly  a- 
iarming,  to  fuch  as  may  not  know 
its  dellination,  and  are  liable  to 
its,  imprefilon.  Wha'^ever  the  de- 
fign  of  this  extraordinary  prepa¬ 
ration  may  be,  it  has  certaiidy 
changed  i's  object,  it  Portugal  ever 
was  really  fuch. 

The  exprefies  that  were  dif¬ 
patched  to  South  America  were 
much  too  late,  to  prevent  all  the 
efPeft  of  the  great  fol^ce  which  had 
failed  from  Cadiz  for  that  part  of 
the  world,  about  the  middle  of 
the  preceding  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  The  fleet  upon  this  expedi¬ 
tion  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  i  \  6 
fail  of  all  forts,  including  fix  fhips 
of  the  line,  with  ten  frjgates  and 
bombs,  being  under  the  conduft 
of  the  Marquis  of  Gala  Tilly. 
The  land  forces  exceeded  9000, 
and  w'ere  under  the  command  of 
Don  Pedro  de  Cevailos.  The 
whole  number  of  men  on  board 
the  fleet  fell  little  fliort  of  20,000, 
and  the  tonnage  run  to  about  the 
fame  number. 

When  the  fleet  ar-  -r-  »  n 

’  j  A  -k  rn  t  Q.  2 lit. 

rived  at  the  llle  or  St. 

Catharine’s,  on  the  coaft  of  Bra¬ 
zil,  thev  found  that  ifland  in  a 
flate  of  preparation  and  defence, 
which,  if  placed,  with  equal  ad¬ 
vantages  of  climate  and  fituation, 
in  other  hands,  might  have  foiled 
agreater  force  than  theirs,  formid¬ 
able  as  that  was.  Befides  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  landing  incident  to 
thofe  feas  and  latitudes,  they  had 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*183 


3  vvc;]  forrified  caftle,  fupportedat 
a  moueratit  ui dance  l>y  two  ilrono- 
<ort?,  to  encounter;  and  thele, 
befidcs  being  well  provided  with 
artillery,  and  all  other  provilion 
for  war,  were  defended  by  about 
40CO  Portuguefe,  exclufive  of  the 
Jnuian  natives  of  the  ifiand,  and  a 
body  of  Ind  ian  auxiliaries  from  the 
main,  if  the  fortreffes  were  ren¬ 
dered  untenable,  the  iiland  abound¬ 
ed  with  fortified  works  and  llroiig 
poih,  which  might  have  been  fuc- 
cediveiy  defended,  until  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  became  a  work 
of  much  labour  and  difhculry.  But 
the  defence  was  not  equal  to  theie 
advantaires. 

o 

The  Spaniards  not  only  landed 
without  oppofr.ion,  but  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  iiland  abandoned  his 
cakle  and  all  it  contained,  with 
the  greateif  precipitation,  and 
without  jirino;  a  fingle  eun,  at  their 

iV  o  ' 

approach.  This  example  was  im¬ 
mediately  followed,  in  all  its  cir- 
cutn dances,  by  the  Governors  of 
the  forts,  and  in  three  days  time 
the  whole  iiland,  with  all  its  works 
and  defences,  were  entirely  eva¬ 
cuated.  The  garrifon  paiied  over 
to  the  main,  where,  being  at  a 
great  diitance  from  their  fettle- 
men  ts,  without  any  means  of  fub- 
fi [fence,  and  perhaps,  in  their  pre- 
fent  recreant  condition,  afraid  of 
becoming  a  prey  to  the  Indians, 
they,  in  rhefe  pleafant  circuin- 
ftauces,  fent  back  to  the  iiland  to 
propofe  a  capitulation  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  commanders.  They  could  ob¬ 
tain  no  other  condition  than  that 
of  returning  with  their  arms  in 
their  hands,  lo  become  prifoners  of 
war.  Of  this  garrifon,  four  bat- 
talions,  befides  200  oC  the  artil¬ 
lery,  were  regular  troops,  the  relf 


were  regimented  militia.  It  has 
been  reported  that  the  Portuguefe 
commander,  Don  Antonio  de  Men¬ 
doza,  has  been  ordered  home  to 
anfvver  for  his  conduit. 

It  would  not  be  fi  ting  to  omit, 
that  a  Portuguefe  fquadron  of 
twelve  fail,  which  had  been  Ra¬ 
tioned  for  the  proteilion  of  the 
iiland,  immediately  fled  upon  the 
appearance  of  a  Spanifn  frigate, 
which  had  been  fent  to  recon¬ 
noitre,  two  days  before  the  arrival 
of  the  fleet.  The  Soanifli  lorce 
proceeded  to  the  P.io  de  la  Plata, 
v,/here  it  reduced  the  colony  of  St, 
Sacrament  and  fome  other  places 
before  the  order  for  a  ceffation  of 
iiOifility  arrived. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  peace  were  agreed  upon, 
and  a  treaty  of  lim.ts  concluded, 
between  the  courts  of  Spain  and 
Portugal.  Thefe  preliminaries 
have,  fince  the  condufion  of  the 
year,  been  extended,  completed, 
and  finally  ratified,  into  the  fullell 
and  moll  perfedl  treaty  of  peace, 
union,  and  friendlhip,  between  the 
two  crowns  and  nations.  By  this 
treaty,  the  King  of  Spain  feems  to 
have  fully  obtained  that  great  pb- 
jefl  which  has  been  fo  long  and  fo 
diligently  fought  by  that  crown, 
and  which  he  himfelf  fo  explicitly 
avowed,  in  the  memorial  that  pre¬ 
ceded  his  declaration  of  war  in  the 
year  1762,  viz.  That  “  confider- 
ing  the  interells  of  the  moll  faithful 
King  as  his  own,  he  wilhes  to  unite 
the  one  with  the  other,  fo  that 
either  in  peace  or  in  njoar,  Spain  and 
Portugal  may  be  confedered  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  majier.^'^  The  fame  idea 
is  llill  preferved  and  comprehend¬ 
ed  in  the  introduftion  or  preamble 
of  the  prefent  treaty,  which  con¬ 
tains 
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tains  the  following  words  ;  and, 
by  that  means,  eilabliili  the  moft 
permanent  indifiblubie  union  and 
friendfliip  between  the  two  crowns, 
which  their  natural  fitiiation,  the 
■vicinity  of  their  territories,  the  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  connexions,  and 
confanguiniry  of  their  refpeXive 
Sovereigns,  the  identity  of  origin, 
and  the  recriprocal  iatereil;  of  the 
two  nations  claims.” 

Thus  was  Portugal  thrown  into 
the  arms  of  the  houie  of  Bourbon, 
and  once  more  virtually  become  a 
member  of  the  Spanifti  monarchy. 
It  is  laid,  tiiat  flie  has  fince  ac¬ 
ceded  to  the  family  compaX ; 
but  whether- any  formal  aX  of  that 
nature  has  taken  place,  does  not 
ieem  a  matter  of  coiifequerice,  as 
fhe  in  effcX  acceded  to  it,  the 
rnomeat  ilie  was  under  a  necelTity 
of  Signing  the  prefent  treaty.  Na¬ 
tions  are  governed  in  their  conduX 
by  fituation  a'od  circumilance,  not 
by  wax  or  by  fignatures,  Thofe 
who  defend  the  conduX  of  Portu¬ 
gal  in  this  point,  affirm  that  fhe 
cannot  be  charged  with  meannefs 
in  refpeX  to  herielf,  nor  reproach¬ 
ed  with  breach  of  faith  in  regard 
to  others,  for  her  conduX  in  this 
tranfaXion.  As  fne  found  herfelf, 
they  faid,  abandoned  by  England, 
or  which  was  the  fame  thing,  as 
fhe  found  that  power  incapable  of 
aiiir^ing  the  proteXion  which  fhe 
wanted  and  had  a  right  to  expeX, 
and  w/as  herfelf  totally  incapable  of 
refiftino-  that  Q-rent  force  which  en- 

o  o 

cdofed  her  on  all  fides,  and  was 
ready  to  trample  her  to  deftruXion, 
ihe  had  no  other  refource  than  to 
fubmit  to  whatever  terms  were  pre¬ 
fer?  bed. 

Every  perfon  who  has  any  con¬ 
cern,  in 5  and  knowledge  of,  our 


political  and  commercial  interefls, 
muff  deeply  lament  the  unhappy 
fituation  of  public  affairs,  which 
difabled  us  from  preventing  the 
completion  of  a  fcheme,  fo  loaded 
with  the  moft  deftruXive  confe- 
qaences  to  both.  The  aXors  had 
feen  for  fome  years  that  the  time 
was  faft  approaching.,  which  would 
prove  favourable  to  the  execution 
ofthis  long  laid  and  favourite  de- 
f]gn,  and  they  were  during  that 
time  affiduouily  preparing  to  feize 
the  golden  opportuiiity.  All  the 
quarrels  about  limits,  and  all  the 
events  of  the  petty  war  carried  on 
in  South  America,  tended  to  this 
fingle  point.  It  may  not  perhaps 
be  a  very  hazardous  affertion  to 
advance,  that  of  ail  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  that  have  been  or  may  be 
the  confequence  of  our  unhappy 
civil  war,  this  event,  excepting 
only  the  irrecoverable  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  would  hold  the  firft  place 
as  to  magnitude  and  effeX. 

Whiifl  peace  v/as  thus  preferved 
in  one  part  of  Europe,  the  afpeX 
borne  by  the  great  empires  of 
Ruffia  and  Turky,  feemed  to  por¬ 
tend  a  renewal  of  all  the  calamities 
of  war  in  another.  We  have  ven¬ 
tured  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war 
repeatedly  to  hazard  an  opinion, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  moft  de^ 
piorable  ftate  of  weaknefs,  and  ir- 
refiftable  neeeffity,  could  ever  in¬ 
duce  the  Porte  to  admit  Ruffia  to  a 
free  paftage  through  the  Darda-. 
nelles,  wdth  an  open  trade,  and 
the  confequent  eftablifliment  of  a 
marine  force  on  the  Black  Sea. 
The  events  of  the  war  were,  how¬ 
ever,  fuch,  as  compelled  a  fub- 
miffion  to  this  neeeffity.  But  when 
a  fall  compliance  with  all  the  terms 
of  this  condition  came  to  be  de- 
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raanded,  and  that  Ruffia  probably 
expelled  and  infilled,  that  they 
fhould  be  underilood  in  the  utmoft 
latitude  of  every  fenfe  to  which 
they  could  be  extended  in  her  own 
favour,  all  the  fatal  confequences 
which  mud  inevitably  attend  this 
meafure,  again  appeared  to  the 
Porte  in  their  moil  dreaded  forms. 
They  faw  that  a  compliance,  in 
the  utmoil  extent,  would  be  at 
once  to  furrender  the  keys  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  ;  and,  in  faft,  it 
would  have  been  no  lefs. 

Various  delays  and  difficulties 
were  accordingly  thrown  in  ,the 
way,  and  the  veffels  which  had 
paired  from  the  Mediterranean 
through  the  Dardanelles,  were 
flopped  at  Conftantinople,  and 
have  never  been  permitted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  farther  on  their  voyage.  In 
the  mean  time,  frefli  caufes  of  de¬ 
bate  arofe,  and  new  troubles  fprung 
up  in  the  Crimea,  wffiich  in  feme 
degree  ferved  to  leffien  the  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  prefent  bufinefs  ;  a  cir- 
cumilance  highly  pleafing  to  the 
Turks,  who  would  by  no  means 
acknowledge  the  finalleft  difpoii- 
tion  to  any  violation  of  faith,  or 
breach  of  treaty. 

The  entire  independence  of  the 
Crim  Tartars,  and  particularly 
their  freedom  of  choice  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  their  Chans,  had  been  laid 
down  as  principles  not  to  be  de¬ 
parted  from  by  the  late  peace.  As 
in  other  cafes  ofeledion,  the  great 
neighbours  here  endeavoured  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  electors.  Each  had 
great  influence  as  well  as  power. 
The  Ruffians  had  a  flrong  faction 
among  the  Tartars,  exclufive  of 
their  troops ;  an  order  of  men  who 
are  fuppofed  to  have  no  right  to 
meddle  in  elections,  but  who  not- 


.w'ithflanding  frequently  decide 
them.  The  Turks  had  a  flronger 
fadlion  than  the  Ruffians,  but  no 
foldiers.  Each  had  his  favourite 
candidate.  A  double  return  of 
courfe  enfued,  and  the  names  of 
Dewlet  Gueray  and  Sahib  Gueray 
were  echoed  by  their  refpeftive 
partizans  from  one  end  to  the 
other  of  the  Crimea. 

Each  fide  now  infifled  with  equal 
truth,  that  the  Chan  fupported  by 
the  other  had  not  been  eleded  by 
the  free  voice  of  the  people.  A 
civil  war  neceffiaril.y  enfued.'  The 
oppofite  fadlion,  by  the  aid  of  the 
Ruffians,  drove  Dewlet  Gueray  out 
of  the  country.  His  party  noc- 
w'ithflanding  revived,  with  greater 
flrength  than  before.  Befides  the 
affiftance  they  received  from  the 
Porte,  the  Nogais,  Budziack,  and 
other  nations  or  tribes  of  Tartars 
who  dwell  without  the  peninfula, 
indcad  of  being  influenced  by  the 
Ruffians,  difplayed  their  heredi¬ 
tary  enmity  by  a  violent  oppofi- 
tion  to  their  Chan,  who  they  con- 
fidered  merely  as  their  inftrument 
to  take  a  fafl  hold  of  the  Crimea. 
A  petty  war  has  accordingly  been, 
continued,  of  little  confequence  to 
the  reft  of  mankind,  bat  in  which 
theRufiians,  as  well  as  their  anta- 
oonifts,  have  at  different  times 
been  roughly  handled. 

It  would  feem  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  two  great  principals  are 
very  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  new 
war.  If  it  had  been  otherwife, 
other  fort  of  hoftilities  than  thofe 
we  have  mentioned,  would  erenow 
have  taken  place.  It  has  been  re¬ 
ported  and  believed,- that  a  great 
w'eftern  power,  equally  noted  for 
ambition  and  dexterity'  in,  in- 
trigue,  was  the  real  fomentor  of 
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tbefe  differences,  in  order  that 
Ruffia  might  be  fo  fully  engaged  at 
home,  as  not  to  have  leiiure  to  at¬ 
tend  to,  much  lefs  to  interfere  in, 
the  dangerous  defjgns  which  that 
power  was  preparing  to  carry  into 
execution  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world  ;  more  efpeciaily  as  thefe 
meafures  were  deeply  to  affedl  a 
hate,  with  Vv'hich  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburg  is  in  the  clofeh  union  of 
alliance  and  friendlhip.  Though 
this  report  is  highly  probable,  we 
cannot,  however,  from  the  rea- 
fons  which  we  have  already  ilated, 
help  believing,  that  the  Forte 
would  have  aded  nearly  the  fame 
part,  without  any  interference 
whatever. 

The  war  between  Perfia  and  the 
Porte  languifhes  on  both  fides,  al¬ 
though  it  was  declared  with  all  the 
ofiial  folemnities  at  Conllantino- 
ple.  The  Perhans  have  not  been 
able  to  purfue  their  fuccefs  in  the 
taking  of  BafTora  with  any  elfed. 
Their  ill  government  and  inteftine 
divifions,  probably  dilable  them 
from  any  vigorous,  or  at  leaft, 
lalHng  exertion.  They  have  been 
repeatedly  defeated  on  the  fide  of 
Bagdat,  only  by  the  troops  of  that 
government  ;  and  in  one  adion, 
it  is  faid,  that  2000  of  their 
troops  were  driven  into  the  Eu¬ 
phrates.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  reported,  (and  we  have  nothing 
but  very  uncertain  reports  from 
thofe  quarters)  that  a  Turkifh  Ba- 
iha,  in  the  outfet  of  foine  enter- 
prize  againil  the  Perfians,  having 
entered  Georgia  without  leave,  and 
contrary  to  treaty,  he  wat  entirely 
defeated,  and  a  great  part  of  diis 
army  cut  to  pieces,  by  Prince  He- 
raclius.  It  feems  as  if  it  were  be¬ 
come  neccifary,  that  iome  great 
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revolution  lEould,  ere  long,  takd 
place  in  Afia.  Nor  does  it  feeai 
very  improbable,  that  one  or  two? 
great  and  vigorous  empires,  might 
f'uddenly  rife  out  of  the  ruins  of 
the  prefen t  miferable,  decayed, 
and  rotten  fabricks. 

Ruffia  is  making  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  CO  the  highell  Bate  of  great- 
nefs.  Her  commerce,  population, 
and  opulence j  are  daily  increaiing. 
Her  exports  have  been  nearly  dou¬ 
bled  within  the  laft  twenty  years.' 
The  increafe  of  people  in  the  cen¬ 
tral  and  cultivated  provinces,  has 
held  a  reafonable  proportion  to 
that  of  their  commerce  and  wealth. 
Pier  annual  revenue  exceeds  her  an¬ 
nual  expence  by  near  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  roubles,  being  a  ballance 
of  about  yoo,oool.  a  year  in  her 
favour.  A  continuance  of  fettled 
govcrnracRt,  and  the  bleffir.g  of  a 
wife  adminiilration,  will  in  a  few 
years  place  her  povver  and  grear- 
nefs  beyond  ail  competition.  The 
unhappy  falling  off  of  the  Britdh 
colonies,  has  exceedingly  increafed 
the  commerce  of  Ruffiaj  as  well  as 
of  the  other  northern  countries.- 
Ruffian  Tobacco  has  rifen  within 
twelve  months  to  conhderably  inoref 
than  double  its  ufual  price. 

The  Iling  of  Sweden  paid  a  vilit 
this  fummer,  in  the  chai'ader  of 
Count  of  Gothland,  to  Peterfburg, 
where  he  was  received  with  ail  the 
iplendour  and  magnificence  pecu¬ 
liar  to  that  coiTC.  Tlic  prefent^ 
were  in  the  fame  prand  flvie  with 
the  entertainment,  and  the  jew’els 
of  the  eaflern  world,  lolt  no  part 
or  their  luftre  in  the  frozen  regioiA 
of  the  north. 

I'he  autumn  was  attended  with 
a  moft  dreadful  calamity  to  tliecity 
and  neighbourhood  of  Peterfbarg. 

il 
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It  is  a  fault  in  the  fituation  of  that 
city,  that  it  is  liable  to  inunda¬ 
tions  ;  but  that  which  now  hap¬ 
pened  was  by  far  more  extenfue 
and  deftruclive,  than  any  thing  of 
the  fort  which  had  ever  been 
,  known  before.  A  vio- 
lent  hurricane  at  the 
fouth-weft,  which  began  at  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  raifed  the 
waters  in  the  Hiort  time  of  four 
hours,  to  the  height  of  fourteen 
feet  above  the  ordinary  level  of 
the  river  Neva.  The  city,  and 
the  adjoining  flat  country,  were  of 
courle  rapidly  overflown,  and  the 
water  continued  at  its  extreme 
height  for  about  half  an  hour. 

The  diilrefs,  terror,  aud  cala¬ 
mity  of  the  inhabitants,  may  be 
eafily  fuppofed  to  exceed  all  de- 
Icription.  Many  hundreds  were 
drowned  ;  thoufands  were  ruined. 
The  lols  to  the  date,  and  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  was  immenfe.  The  houfes 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  were 
entirely  covered;  and  many  houfes 
were  unroofed  in  the  bed  parrs. 
The  quantities  of  goods  and  com¬ 
modities  of  all  forts  that  were  de 
droved  or  carried  away,  in  cellars, 
warehoufes,  or  from  the  keys,  were 
beyond  all  edlmation.  The  fined 
trees  in  the  palace  gardens  were 
broken  or  torn  up  by  the  .roots. 
Tiie  great  bridge  of  boats  over  the 
Neva  was  carried  away,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  numerous  lefl’er 
bridges  dedroyed.  bhips  were 
thrown  into  gardens,  fields,  and 
woods.  Country  houfes  and  vil¬ 
lages  were  iwept  away  or  de- 
ftroyed.  In  a  word,  the  morning 
prelented  the  mod  dreary  and  ia- 
menUble  feene,  that  any  concep¬ 
tion  can  be  formed  of,  A  happy 
change  of  the  wind  between  fix 


and  feven  o’clock,  releafed  the 
people  from  their  terror  on  account 
of  their  lives,  and  left  them  time 
to  contemplate  on  calam  ities,  which 
had  till  theji  been  partly  covered 
by  their  danger. 

^  It  is  charaderidic  of  the  prefent 
time,  for  fovereigns  not  only  to 
pay  mutual  vifits,  but  laying  by 
their  date,  to  take  joprnies  into 
other  countries,  under  the  fame 
cuiiofity  and  defire  of  information, 
which  impel  private  travellers  to 
a  like  purfuit.  The  vifits  and  tra¬ 
vels  of  great  monarchs  are,  how¬ 
ever,  fuppofed,  to  be  generally 
tinged  a  little  with  policy  and 
makers  of  date.  It  feems  as  if 
their  frequency  might  in  time  wear 
away  all  jealoufy  upon  thefe  ac¬ 
counts. 

The  adive  fpirit,  and  drong 
difpofition  to  judicious  enquiry^ 
with  an  eager  defire  of  obtaining 
every  fpecies  of  ufeful  information; 
vvhich  fo  much  mark  the  prefent 
limperor  of  Germany’s  charader, 
would  have  probably  led  him  in  a 
fcalon  of  tranquillity  to  fee  the 
kingdom  of  Prance,  independent 
of  political  motives,  and  of  t|ie 
defire  of  vifiting  his  royal  fider. 
He  accordingly  paid  a  vifit  to  that 
country,  and  arrived  at  Paris  a  lit¬ 
tle  after  the  middle  of  April.  He 
lived  and  travelled,  (under  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Count  Falkendein) 
like  a  very  private  gentleman,  who 
vvas  led  more  to  travel  by  bufinefs 
than  amufement.  Plis  afhibilirj, 
or  rather  a  noble  opennef,  and  free¬ 
dom  of  manners,  caught  the  hearts 
of  all  orders  of  mankind  where- 
ever  he  palled.  His  manner  of 
life  in  Paris,  refembled  nothing 
Ids  than  that  of  a  monarch.  He 
lived  but  little  at  court,  and  fpent 
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no  time  in  forms,;  it  was  laid  out, 
with  the  attention  of  a  philofo- 
pher,  and  the  inquifitivenefs  of  a 
ftatefman,  in  examining  the  dif¬ 
ferent  eftablifliments  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  whether  civil,  military,  mer¬ 
cantile,  or  appertaining  to  any 
great  order  of  manufadure.  After 
iix  weeks  fpent  in  this  manner  in 
the  capita],  he  made  the  tour  of 
the  kingdom,  to  the  Pyrenees,  in 
the  fame  fpirit. 

Europe,  has  prefented  little  in- 
tereiling  matter  this  year,  beiides 
what  we  have  taken  notice  of.  A 


new  treaty  of  alliance  which  has 
taken  place  between  France  and 
Switzerland,  would  have  been 
once  a  matter  of  confideration  ; 
but  in  the  late  very  extraordinary 
change  which  the  general  fyftem 
of  policy  in  Europe  has  undergone, 
is  not  of  weight  enough  to  deferve 
much  refledion.  The  death  of  the 
Eledor  of  Bavaria,  which  happen¬ 
ed  on  the  lad  day  but  one  of  the 
year,  will  unhappily  render  Ger¬ 
many  again  the  theatre  of  war, 
and  afford  too  much  fubjed  for  fu¬ 
ture  hiftory. 
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JANUARY. 

^  A  I  AHE  re6lor  and  church- 
J.  wardens  of  two  adjoin¬ 
ing  parifhes  near  Portfdown-Hill, 
Hant^,  were  cited  before  the  bifhop, 
to  fhew  caufe  why  they  did  not 

(attend  their  duty  on  the  general 
faft-day. 

^  j  The  half-yearly  dividend  of 

^  *  the  Eaft-India  company  was 
this  day  declared  to  be  three  and 
a  half  per  cent. 

,  Some  villains  broke  into 

^  ‘  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Beale,  of 
Marlborough,  fteward  to  Lord 
Bruce,  and  Hole  an  iron  cheft,  con¬ 
taining  feven  hundred  guineas, 
and  Bank  notes  to  the  value  of 
fix  hundred  pounds.  This  rob¬ 
bery  alarmed  the  whole  country, 
and  was  evidently  perpetrated  by 
fome  perfons  who  knew  that  the 
money  received  at  the  late  audits 
of  Lord  Bruce’s  tenants,  was  depo- 
lited  at  Mr.  Beale’s. 

The  River  Thames  was 
frozen  over  at  Kingllon,  and 
many  perfons  crofTcd  over  on  the 
ice.  The  froft,  however,  has  not 
this  year  been  very  inteni'e. 

1  An  allegation,  pleaded  by 
‘  Mifs  Butterfield,  againfl:  the 
validity  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr. 
Scawen,  was  debated  before  Sir 
George  Hay,  in  Dodlors-Com- 
mons.  After  a  variety  of  argu- 
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ments,  the  doclor  allowed  the  plea; 
the  lady,  therefore,  will  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  prove  the  truth  of  it  in  a 
future  proceeding.  The  plea  urg¬ 
ed  on  the  part  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
is,  that  “  the  lafl  will  Was  found¬ 
ed  in  error.” 

A  rencounter  happened 
at  the  Adelphi  tavern  in  the 
Strand,  between  Capt.  Stony,  and 
Mf.  Bates,  editor  of  the  Morning 
Port.  The  caufe  of  quarrel  arofe 
from  fome  offenfive  paragraphs  that 
had  appeared  in  the  Morning  Poll, 
highly  reflcding  on  the  charafter 
of  a  lady  of  rank.  After  having 
difeharged  their  piflols  at  each 
other  without  effedl,  they  drew 
fwords,  and  Mr.  Stony  received  a 
wound  in  the  breafl  and  arm,  and 
Mr.  Bates  one  in  the  thigh.  Mr^ 
Bates’s  fword  bent,  and  flanted 
againfl  the  Captain’s  breafl-bone, 
which  Mr.  Bates  apprizing  him  of, 
Capt.  Stony  called  to  him  to 
Hraifyhten  it,  and  in  the  inrerim, 
w'hile  the  fw'ord  was  under  his  foot 
for  that  purpofe,  the  door  was 
broken  open,  or  the  death  of  one 
of  the  parties  would  moil  certain¬ 
ly  have  been  the  iffue. — On  the 
Saturday  following  Capt.  Stony 
was  married  to  the  lady  in  whofe 
behalf  he  had  thus  hazarded  his 
life. 

This  day  came  on  the  , 
trial  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Storer,  1 
[L]  for 
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for  footing  Capt.  Keith.  By 
the  evidence  it  appeared,  that  on 
the  28th  of  December,  between 
twelve  and  one  in  the  night,  the 
deceafed  forced  himfelf  into  the 
hoiife  of  Mr,  White,  mailer  of  the 
Swan  tavern,  near  Weftminder 
bridge  ;  that  as  foon  as  he  found 
entrance,  he  made  a  lounge  at  Mr. 
White,  which  Mr.  White  parried 
with  an  oaken  dick  ;  that  the  noife 
waked  Mr.  Storer,  who  lay  in  the 
houfe,  and  he,  imagining  that  fome 
robbers  had  broke  in,  armed  him- 
felf  with  a  pidol,  and  came  down 
dairs  ;  that  on  his  demanding  of 
the  deceafed,  who  he  was,  and 
what  he  wanted,  he  made  a 
lounes  at  the  dcfilor,  w'liich  the 
dodior  avoided  by  retreating  back  ; 
that  the  deceafed  kept  advancing 
on  him  as  he  retreated,  and  that 
when  Dr.  Storer  could  retreat  no 
farther,  after  bidding  the  deceafed 
defdl,  and  the  fword  being  clofe 
to  his  break,  the  dodor  nred,  and 
iliot  the  Captain  in  the  belly,  who 
inllantly  dropt  the  fword,  and  foon 
after  died.  The  judge,  aCer  fum- 
ming  up  the  evidence,  acquainted 
the  jury,  that  the  prifoner  v/as 
guilty  of  jiiji'ifiahh  homicide  only, 
and  that  they  mull  acquit  him, 
which  they  inilantiy  did. 

Franckfortf  Dec.  14,  Our  letters 
from  Italy  mention,  that  the  com- 
miffaries  appointed  by  the  court 
of 
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yienna,  and  the  republic  of 
Venice,  to  terminate  the  differ- 
ence-s  which  -  fubhEed  about  the  li¬ 
mits  of  Moflachia,  have  concluded 
a  convention,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing:  are  the  heads ; 

O  ^ 

Firi!:,  I'hat  this  agreement  Ihall 
not  be  called  a  treaty,  but  a  con- 
vesrtion  ;  fecondiy,  that  the  cul¬ 
tivated  land,  of  which  the  Vene¬ 
tians  are  in  poffeilion,  Ihail  be  de¬ 


clared  the  lawful  property  of  the 
republic ;  thirdly,  that  the  land 
between  Mount  Stolia,  and  Mount 
Pokock,  fhall  be  divided  into  two 
equal  portions,  and  a  line  drawn 
between  them  to  Mount  Bilibich, 
which  line  fhall  be  the  frontiers 
between  the  Venetian  Hates,  and 
the  territories  of  the  court  of  Vien¬ 
na.  Fourthly,  that  pillars  fhall  be 
erefted  along  the  faid  line  to  mark 
the  confines,  which  are  mutually 
agreed  upon.  Fifthly,  that  mea- 
fures  fhall  be  taken  amicably  to 
determine  all  conteits  and  difputes 
which  may  arife  between  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  countries,  with  regard  to 
the  jurifdiciion  of  the  confines, 
without  their  being  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  refpeClive  fove- 
reigns. 

Cherbourg^  Dec.  19.  The  bafon 
of  our  port,  which  we  have  been 
many  years  cleanfing,  is  at  laft  ef- 
fedled,  and  on  Dec,  14,  the  firfl 
fhip  entered  it,  amidfl  the  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Foote  and  Mr.  Col- 
man  met,  agreeable  to  theii 
appointment,  and  executed  the  ar¬ 
ticles  which  confirm  the  latter’s 
purchafe  of  the  former’s  patent, 
together  with  all  his  property  in 
the  iiay-market  theatre.  By  the 
terms  of  the  demife,  Mr,  Colman 
obliges  himfelf  to  pay  Mr.  Foote 
a.  c}ea^  annuity  of  1600I.  per.  ann, 
by  four  quarterly  payments  ;  he 
alfo  dipulates  to  payxMr.  Foote  a 
handfome  fam  for  the  rieht  of  afl- 
mg  all  his  unpabl'flied  pieces.  Mr. 
Foote,  on  the  other  hand,  agrees 
to  put  Mr.  Colman  in  immediate 
pofTeifiori  of  the  premlfes,  and  en¬ 
gages  not  only  to  give  him  the  re- 
lufal  of  all  fuch  dramatic  writings 
as  he  may  hereafter  produce,  but 
alfo  to  perform  on  no  other  llage  in 
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London  than  that  of  the  Hay-mar¬ 
ket  theatre. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Porif mouth, 
Jan.  i6. 

“  This  morning,  as  the  workmen 
were  removing  a  quantity  of  hemp 
out  of  his  majefty’s  ware-houfe  in 
the  dock-yard,  they  found  a  ma¬ 
chine  amongft  the  hemp,  confifting 
of  a  large  piece  of  wood,  hollowed 
out  and  tilled  with  combuftibles ; 
ic  was  covered  over  with  tin,  full 
of  holes  to  admit  the  air,  and  a 
tube  and  match  at  each  end,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  fet  on  lire  ; 
but  providentially  went  out  of  it- 
felf  before  it  had  done  any  other 
damage.” 

,  The  report  was  made  to 
'  his  majefty  in  council  of  the 
convidls  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  forexecution  on  Wednefday 
the  29th  ink.  viz.  Richard  Wright, 
alias  Brent,  and  Benjamin  Eyres, 
for  breaking  into  the  houfe  of 
P'rederick  Commerell,  Efq;  at 
Hemwell,  and  Healing  feveral  fil- 
ver  fpoons,  and  other  things;  John 
Kelly  and  Thomas  Latham,  for 
Healing  goods  to  a  confiderable 
amount,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Colcomb,  in  his  houfe  in  Cecil- 
court :  Thomas  Burrows,  for  com¬ 
mitting  an  unnatural  crime  at 
a  houfe  in  a  court  in  Drury- 
lane,  on  a  perfon  who,  with  about 
14  others,  had  aflembled  for  the 
like  abominable  purpofes  ;  and 
Thomas  Moreton,  for  robbing  Ben¬ 
jamin  Goode,  in  the  Willow-walk^ 
Shoreditch. 

'Fhe  following  were  refpited  dur¬ 
ing  his  majeHy’s  pleafure  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Catherall,  for  robbing  Tho¬ 
mas  Hammond  in  Ranelagh  Walk, 
Chelfea,  of  a  metal  watch  :  John 
Calcott,  alias  Cocket,  and  Tho- 
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mas  Hughes,  for  robbing  Sarah 
Jennings  in  a  field  at  IHington  of 
a  cloke  and  hat  ;  W.  Davis,  for 
robbing  James  Gray,  a  fervant  of 
John Sawbridge,  Efq;  atTurnham- 
green,  of  two  guineas  and  a  half; 
he  was  alfo  convifted  on  another 
indictment,  of  robbing  John  Saw- 
bridge  at  the  above  place  of  a  gold 
watch  and  fome  money. 

On  Saturday,  during  the 
drawing-room  at  St.  James’s, 
afliarperfound  means  to  cut  oft  from 
Sir  George  Warren’s  ribbon  the  en- 
figns  of  the  order  of  the  Bath,  or¬ 
namented  with  diamonds. 

This  day  Lord  North  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  bill  to 
enable  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
to  grant  letters  of  marque  to  private 
fhips  of  war  to  cruize  againft  the 
Americans. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Brifol, 
Jan.  22. 

Thurfday  morning  laft,  a  pro¬ 
vidential  difcovery  was  made  of  a 
moft  diabolical  plot,  which  might 
havy?  terminated  in  the  general  con- 
fiagration  of  this  city.  Early 
that  morning  a  fire  was  perceived 
on  the  deck  of  the  Savannah  la 
Mar,  a  veftel  belonging  to  Melf. 
Meyler  and  Maxfe,  lying  at  the 
quay,  and  bound  for  Jamaica, 
which,  before  it  could  be  extin- 
guifhed,  communicated  itfelf  to  the 
mizen-mall,  and  did  other  damage. 
It  evidently  appeared  to  have  been 
defignedly  done.  d  his  opinion 
was  foon  after  confirmed  by  the 
difcovery  of  fome  combuHible  ma¬ 
terials  placed  on  board  the  Fame, 
lying  at  a  diftance  from  the  Savan¬ 
nah  la  Mar,  and  deilincd  for  the 
fame  ,  voyage,  vrhich  fc'-rtunately 
did  not  take  the  like  efted.  A 
third  attempt  was  made  on  the 
Hibernia,  Capt.  Knethell,  a'Corke 
[X]  2  trader. 
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trader,  fituated  at  another  part  of 
the  tjuay  ;  on  board  this  veffel  was 
found  a  bottle  of  turpentine,  be- 
iides  other  inflammable  matters. 
The  intended  vvickednefs  of  thofe 
-villains  did  not  flop  here,  for  they 
broke  open  a  ware-houfe  of  Meff. 
Morgan  and  fons,  druggifls,  in  Cy¬ 
pher  lane,  Corn-ftreet,  and  there¬ 
in  let  fire  to  a  box,  in  which  they 
had  alfo  put  feme  combuftibles, 
which  happily  went  out.  Several 
pieces  of  touch -paper  were  found 
juft  by  it. 

‘‘  On  the  19th  we  were  again 
alarmed  by  a  fire  in  Key  lane, 
which  was  ail  in  a  blaze,  but  hap¬ 
pily  it  did  not  burn  above  fix  ware- 
houfes ;  and  the  Bell  in  Broad 
ftreet,  where  Mr.  Fergufon  ofed  to 
read  his  ledlures,  was  five  times  on 
fire,  but  did  little  damage.  As 
the  people  were  about  the  fire, 
they  found  fome  of  the  combufti¬ 
bles,  which  I  faw ;  they  feemed 
to  be  a  compound  of  rolin,  pitch, 
gunpowder,  od,  and  other  inflam¬ 
mable  matter.  Several  people  are 
taken  up  on  fufpicion. 

“  On  Monday  night  the  city  was 
again  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confuflon,  by  a  fire  breaking  out 
at  three  different  places  at  the 
fame  time ;  happily  it  was  dif- 
covered  before  it  got  to  head ; 
we  found  a  train  of  combufti- 
ble  matter  laid  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  if  it  had  catched  fire, 
the  flames  muft  have  fpread  over 
great  part  of  the  city.” 

His  majefty’s  pardon,  and  a  re¬ 
ward  of  one  thoufand  pounds  were 
offered  by  government  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
the  faid  fire,  and  alfo  an  additional 
reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  by 
the  city  of  Briftol. 
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This  morning,  at  half 
paft  nine,  came  on,  in  the 
coniiftory  court  of  the  diocefe  of 
London,  before  Dr.  Bettefworth, 
the  very  interefting  caufe  depend¬ 
ing  between  Elifabeth  late  Duchefs 
of  Kingfton,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Auguftus  John  Earl  of  Briftol,  re- 
fpedling  a  fentence  of  the  faid 
court,  pronounced  in  the  year  1768^ 
in  a  fuit  of  jadlitation. 

The  counfel  for  the  duchefs,  were 
Dr.  Calvert  and  Dr.  Wynne  ;  and 
for  the  Earl  of  Briftcl,  Dr.  Mar- 
riot  and  Dr.  Harris.  The  plead-c^ 
ings  ended  at  half  paft  one,  whens 
Dr.  Bettefworth,  in  a  clear  candid 
manner,  took  a  review  of  the  ar¬ 
guments  on  both  fides — — He  ob- 
ferved  in  the  firft  place^  that  he 
looked  upon  the  fuit  of  jadlitation 
to  be  ftill  fubftantially  before  the 
court.  The  caufe  he  faid  was  fhort- 
ly  this ;  Mr.  Hervey,  in  the  yea? 
1768,  was  fuppofed  to  brag  or  de¬ 
clare,  that  Elisabeth  Chudleigh 
was  his  wife.  This  offended  the 
lady  :  fhe  brought  him  to  the 
proof.  He  would  not,  nor  could 
not  prove  it.  The  court  declared, 
as  far  as  appeared  to  them,  the  al¬ 
legation  to  be  falfe  ;  on  which  Mr. 
Flervey,  one  of  the  prefent  parties, 
was  injoined  filence,  and  there  the 
matter  refted.  Since  then,  the 
firft  judicature  in  the  kingdom  had 
decided  that  the  marriage  was  le¬ 
gal.  In  confequence  of  that  de- 
cifion.  Lord  Briftol  was  bound  in. 
feveral  refpecls.  It  did  not  appear 
whether  it  was  in  his  lordlhip’s 
power  to  give  the  Information  at 
the  time  of  the  palTing  of  the  fen¬ 
tence,  that  has  fince  come  out ; 
whether  or  no.  in  his  opinion  it  was 
proper  that  the  whole  proceedings 
Ihouid  be  en«juired  into,  and  the 

matter 
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matter  fully  received.  And  on 
the  whole  he  took  it  to  be  a  clear 
incontrovertible  principle  in  the 
canon  law,  that  marriages,  however 
decided,  are  always  open  to  re- 
verhon  and  future  enquery.  To 
ftrengthen  what  he  offered  on  this 
point,  he  alluded  to  a  paflage  in 
E'urnet’s  hiftory  of  the  reformation, 
where  the  Pope,  after  declaring 
the  marriage  of  Henry  Vlll,  with 
the  Queen  Catherine  of  Arra- 
gon,  to  be  valid,  adds,  as  a 
general  propofition,  that  matters 
of  that  kind  are  always  open  to 
future  examination  and  enquiry, 
and  accordingly  difeharged  the 
rule  ;  by  which  decifion  the  lady 
will  be  obliged  to  fhew  caufe  why 
the  fentence  fhould  not  be  revoked, 
and  Lord  Brilbl  let  in  to  prove  the 
marriage. 

Benjamin  Bates,  John 
*  Green,  and  James  Grant, 
convifts  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Penleaze,  were  on 
Saturday  difeharged,  his  majeliy 
having  been  plealed  to  grant  them 
his  free  pardon. 

,  This  morning  at  half  pad; 

o’clock,  the  following 
convifls  were  executed  at  Tyburn, 
viz.  Thomas  Burrows,  Benjamin 
Eyres,  and  Richard  Wright,  alias 
Brent,  John  Kelley,  Thomas  La¬ 
tham,  and  Thomas  Moreton. — 
fuft  before  they  were  turned  off'. 
Burrows  threw  a  paper  among  the 
croud,  to  the  fame  purport  with 
the  following  words,  which  he 
fpoke  with  an  audible  voice  :  ‘‘I 
am  as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn 
of  the  crime  which  I  am  about  to 
fuffer  for  :  however,  1  hope  to  re¬ 
ceive  mercy  from  my  gracious 
find.  I  forgive  my  profecutors, 
and  pray  God  to  do  the  fame.’’ 


Extratl  of  a  Letter  from  Diihlin* 
fan,  25. 

“  The  Earl  of  Buckingham,  who 
embarked  at  Holyhead  laff  night, 
arrived  fafe  in  this  port  this  morn¬ 
ing.  His  lordfnip  was  received  at 
landing  by  the  lord  mayor,  aider- 
men,  Iheriffs  and  comnrions  of  the 
city  of  Dublin.  The  foot  forces 
in  garrifon  lined  the  ffrect,  through 
which  his  lorcHhip,  attended  by  a 
fquadron  of  dragoons,  proceeded 
to  the  caftle  ;  and  the  council  hav¬ 
ing  been  fummoned  to  meet  at 
three  o’clock,  his  iordfhip  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  form  to  Lord  Har- 
court,  who  received  him,  fitting, 
•under  the  canopy  of  ftate,  in  the 
prefence  chamber  ;  from  whence 
a  proceffion  was  made  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  chamber,  where  his  lord  (hip’s 
commiffion  was  read,  and  the 
oaths  adminiffered  to  him  ;  after 
which,  his  lordlhip  having  receiv¬ 
ed  the  fword  from  Lord  Harcourt, 
the  great  guns  in  his  majeffy’s 
park  the  Phoenix  were  fired,  and 
anfwered  by  the  regiments  on  duty, 
which  were  draven  up  in  College 
Green.  His  excellency  then  re¬ 
ceived  the  compliments  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  and  other  perfons  of  diftinc^ 
tion.” 

Leeds^  fan.  28.  The  following 
affair  happened  on  Monday  the 
13th  inft.  at  Lincoln:  a  match 
having  been  made  to  fight  for 
five  guineas  a  fide  between 
James  Cheaven,  the  noted  bruifer 
of  Lincoln,  and  Benjamin  Wike, 
of  Barnffey,  in  Yorkfhire  ;  in  the 
firft  engagement  Wike  had  the 
misfortune  to  break  his  arm  ;  af¬ 
ter  which  they  fought  for  upwards 
of  forty  minutes,  with  various  fuc- 
cefs,  the  odds  being  fometimes  on 
the  one  fide  and  fometimes  on  the 
other;  at  laff  vi^lory  decided  in 
[/.]  3  '  favour 
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favour  of  tlie  Yorkiliire  man  :  his 
i'econd  afking  him  why  he  did  not 
life  his  other  arm,  he  immediately 
fhewed  it  to  the  company.  The 
gentlemen  of  Lincoin  were  fo 
pleafed  with  this  man’s  courage, 
that  they  made  him  a  very  hand- 
fome  fubfcription,  and  got  him  a 
{Idlful  furgeon  to  fet  his  arm,  and 
we  hear  he  is  likely  to  do  well. 

Died  the  lothinftant,  Spranger 
Barry,  Efq;  of  Covent  -  garden 
theatre.  He  was  born  in  St.  War- 
burgh’s  parifh,  Dublin,  Nov.  20. 
1719.  He  made  his  hrfl  appear¬ 
ance  on  the  hage  in  1744,  in  the 
character  of  Othello,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  allonifhing  applaufe. 
In  1746,  he  came  over  to  England, 
and  was  at  fird  engaged  at  Drury- 
]ane,  which  he  afterwards  quitted 
for  Covent-garden,  In  his  perfon 
he  was  by  much  the  fined  figure, 
in  our  time  at  lead,  upon  the  Bri- 
tidi  dage  ;  to  this,  he  poiTeded  a 
fuperiority  of  voice,  an  engaging 
manly  addrefs,  with  powerful  and 
communicating  feelings.  Thus 
eminently  gifted  by  nature,  he 
turned  his  attention  very  properly 
to  the  pathetic  charadler  of  tragedy,, 
and  the  fine  gentleman  of  comedy  ; 
in  both  of  which  lines  we  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay  he  had  not  his  equal, 
if  we  except  Mr.  Garrick,  with 
whom,  during  a  long  con  ted,  he 
in  a  great  meafure  divided  the  ap¬ 
plaufe  of  the  to'wn. 

Capt.  Symons,  of  Stepney,  who, 
having  no  relations,  left  50,00!. 
for  the  benefit  of  feamen  in  the 
merchants  fervice. 

Dr.  Robert  Brown,  at  Utrecht, 
agent  from  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  pador  of  the  Engiilh 
church  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell,  aged  92, 
©f  Hampton  Court  Park,  thought 
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to  be  the  only  defcendant  left  of 
the  Protedlor  Cromwell. 

John  Rofs,  L  L.  D.  Profeffor 
of  languages  in  the  king’s  univer- 
fity  of  Aberdeen.  His  death  was 
occalioned  by  fvvallowing  a  fpider, 
in  a  glafs  of  claret.  Upon  diffec- 
ting,  his  domach  was  found  to  be 
ulcerated,  and  extended  beyond 
the  ordinary  fize. 

Rev.  Mr.  Metcalf,  aged  near 
100,  Redtor  of  Toft  and  Hard- 
wicke,  both  in  Cambridgefhire. 


FEBRUARY. 

A  man  who  calls  himfelf  , 
James  Hill,  othervvife  John 
the  Painter,  was  brought  to  the 
Public  Office  in  Bovv-dreet,  from 
Odiam  gaol,  in  Hampfiiire,  by 
tw'O  of  the  king’s  meiTengers,  be¬ 
ing  fufpedled  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
dock-yard  at  Portfmouth,  He  was 
examined  before  Sir  John  Fielding 
and  feveral  of  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  who  defired  him  to  dif- 
clofe  ail  he  knew  of  the  affair,  and 
difcover  his  accomplices,  fo  as  they 
might  be  brought  to  judice,  and 
feveral  quedions  were  afked  him, 
but  he  refufed  to  give  any  an-» 
fwer.  He  was  apprehended  at 
Hook,  in  Hampfhire,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Odiam  gaol,  on  Sunday 
fe’nnight,  for  breaking  into  a  linen- 
draper’s  fhop  at  Caine,  in  Wiit- 
fliire,  and  dealing  feveral  things 
of  value.— A.  veffel,  containing 
fome  fpirits  of  turpentine,  a  paper 
with  gunpowder,  a  tinder-box, 
matches,  &c.  were  found  on  him 
when  taken,  which  were  produced, 
as  were  feveral  pamphlets  written 
by  two  gentlemen,  which  he  faid 
he  fhould  abide  by, 

Sth.  This 
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This  evening’s  Gazette 
contains  an  addrefs  of  congra¬ 
tulation  to  his  majefly,  from  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  burgefies,  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Stockton  upon  Tees,  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  upon  the  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs  of  his  majefty’s  arms 
in  America. 

A  few  days  ago,  fome  navy  lieu¬ 
tenants  were  again  under  the 
cudody  of  a  peace  officer,  for  af- 
faulting  Stephen  Richardfon,  in 
Leadenhall-ftreet.  — —  Mr.  Gates, 
the  city  marfhal,  being  prefent, 
executed  his  orders,  and  brought 
them  before  the  lord-mayor,  when 
Captain  Kirke,  the  regulating  offi¬ 
cer,  attended.  After  Richardfon 
had  made  his  complaint,  the  de¬ 
fendants  produced  a  warrant  from 
the  admiralty,  backed  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Harley,  by  wayofjudi- 
fication.  The  lord- mayor,  how¬ 
ever,  would  not  receive  it  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  anfwer  to  the  charge ;  he 
faid,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  aldermen,  that  was  no  au¬ 
thority  to  commit,  within  the  ju- 
rifdidtion  of  the  city,  any  violence 
upon  the  perlon  of  a  Britifh  fub- 
je^  ;  that  he  confidered  the  lieu¬ 
tenants  to  have  acted,  as  though 
they  had  never  been  in  poffieffion 
of  fuch  a  warrant ;  and  therefore, 
if  Richardfon  Ihould  infift  upon  a 
profecution,  he  would  call  upon 
the  defendants  for  bail.  Richard- 
Ibn  declined  any  further  proceed¬ 
ings,  fo  the  matter,  of  courfe,  fell 
to  the  ground. , 

Richardfon  v/as  going. out  of  the 
room,  when  Lieutenant  Hills  ex- 
preffied  his  determination  to  take 
him  on  board  the  tender,  infilling 
that  he  was  imprelTed  under  a  law¬ 
ful  authority  :  this  revived  the  con- 
fufion  afreih.  The  lord- may  or 


declared  his  refolutipn  to  keep 
the  man  oJt  of  their  hands, 
and,  to  effedf  it,  direCled  him  to 
Hay  in  the  room.  Capt.  Kirke 
begged  for  a  copy  of  the  relolu- 
tion  of  the  court  of  aldermen  :  this 
the  lord  mayor  obje£led  to,  till  he 
had  advifed  with  the  recorder  ;  his 
lordfhip  offered  to  have  it  read 
from  the  journals  ;  but  this  the 
captain  thought  would  be  giving 
unneceffary  trouble,  as  his  memory 
would  hardly  be  able  to  retain  the 
precife  words,  d  hus  the  matter 
ended. 

His  majefiy  has  been 
pleafed  to  grant  to  Anurevy 
Robinfon  Stony,  Efq;  and  Mary 
Eleanor  Bow’es,  Countefs  of  S-trath-^ 
more,  his  royal  licence  to  ufe  the 
faid  frname  of  Bowes,  puiiuant  Co 
the  will  of  the  countefs’s  father. 

The  barons  of  the  exche-  ^  ^ 
quer  gave  their  opinion  on 
a  motion  made  laft  term,  for  a  new 
trial  in  the  great  caufe  between  Sir 
James  Lowther,  Bart,  and  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland.  That  long 
conteft  was  then  finally  determined 
in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land. 

This  being  the  lafl  day 
of  Hilary  term,  the  three 
publifhers  were  brought  from  the 
King’s-Bench  prifon  to  the  court 
of  King’s-Bench,  WeflminHer,  to 
receive  judgment  for  printing  the 
advertifement  of  the  conflitutional 
fociety,  when  they  were  Hned 
tool,  each,  and  ordered  to  be  dif. 
charged. 

Bank  of  E>glandy  Feb,  i8. 

Hyman  ffaacs,  otherwife  Hyam 
Baron,  fome  time  fince  apprehend¬ 
ed  at  Calcar,  in  his  Pruffian  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  dominions,  was  executed  at 
OHend  for  uttering  notes  forged  in 
imitation  of  the  notes  of  the  go- 
[Z,]  4  vernor 
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vernor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England.  Every  court  in  Eu. 
rope  {hewed  their  zeal  for  bring¬ 
ing  this  villain  to  condign  puniih- 
nient. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Platt,  who  was 
committed  to  Newgate,  on  Thurf- 
day  laE,  by  Jullice  Addington,  for 
h.gh-treafon,  was  formerly  a  plant¬ 
er  in  the  province  of  Georgia  in 
America.  He  is  the  firil  American 
that  government  has  meddled  with. 

,  At  a  common  council 
’  held  at  Guild-hall,  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  to  petition  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  againE  a  bill 
depending  in  the  houfe,  intituled, 
a  bill  to  empower  his  majejfy  to 
fecure  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fujpeded  of,  the  crime  of  high 
treafon,  &c.  which  motion  was 
unanimoufly  refolved  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

Saturday  morning  Dr. 

‘  Dodd  was  brought  to  the 
bar  at  the  Oid-Bailey,  to  be  tried 
for  forcrin^r  a  bond  for  4.200].  in 

00  j  .  , 

the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Chefler- 
iield  ;  when  the  arp-uments  of  the 
counfel  commenced  on  the  proprie¬ 
ty  of  admitting  Mr.'Robinfon,  tlie 
broker,  an  evidence,  which  a:  laif 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  trial  of  the 
dcftor  went  on,  and  laftcd  about 
feven  hours,  when  the  jury  brought 
in  their  verdift  guilty,  death. 

.  Was  executed  at  Tyburn 
^4^^*  Peter  Tolofa,  a  Spaniard,* 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Mary  Ca¬ 
therine  Sophia  Duarzey,  a  young 
French  woman,  with  whom  he  had 
Jived  fome  time  ;  and  on  fome  dif¬ 
ference  had  accufed  her  before  a 
magiitrate  of  taking  his  mionev  ; 
and  on  her  way  to  prifon  he  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  dabbed  her  with  a  Jong 
hladed  knife  a  little  above  the  col¬ 
lar  bone,  of  which  wound  file  in- 
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dantly  died.  He  was  attended  to 
the  place  of  execution  by  the  un¬ 
der  Iheriff.  About  twelve  o’clock 
his  bodj^  was  brought  back  to  Sur- 
geons-hall  for  diffiedion. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  , 
Old-Bailey,  when  the  fol-  ^ 
lowing  convicts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  William  Lavy,  fen, 
and  Sarah  Parker,  who  were  con¬ 
victed  in  October  feffions,  for 
counterfeiting  the  diver  coin  ;  Lavy 
is  to  be  hanged,  and  Parker  burnt; 
John  Hunt,  for  (hooting  at  and 
wounding  Thomas  Armond  ;  Jo- 
feph  Wiifon,  for  robbing  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Fleming  on  the  highway  of  a 
guinea  ;  Daniel  Denny,  for  alter¬ 
ing  the  number  in  a  lottery  ticket, 
and  John  Hurd,  for  counterfeiting 
the  damp  of  a  lion,  ufed  by  the 
worfhipful  company  of  Goldfmiths 
to  mark  gold  and  diver  plate  ;  24 
pmi Toners  were  ordered  to  be  fenn 
10  hard  labour,  in  raidng  fand, 
Sic.  from  the  Thames;  13  to  be 
branded  and  kept  to  hard  labour 
in  the  houfe  of  correfllon  ;  and 
three  to  hard  labour  in  the  fame 
place  for  three  years  ;  and  three 
to  be  branded  and  imprifoned  in 
New^gate  ;  dve  to  be  branded  and 
difcharged  ;  feven  privately  whipt; 
and  20  difcharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion. 

Same  day  John  Life,  Edward 
Gofwell,  and  Valentine  Fuller, 
George  Charles  Parfons  and  Charles 
Davis,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 

Bonn^  Jan.  16.  Yefterday  morn¬ 
ing,  about  three  o’clock,  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  palace,  and  burn¬ 
ed  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the 
two  towers,  thouoh  one  hundred 
yards  diftant  from  each  other,  were 
confumed  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour.  The  principal  apartments 
and  the  chapel  are  entirely  burnt ; 
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only  the  two  wings  are  faved,  which 
contain  the  eleflor’s  apartment,  the 
gallery,  and  the  cabinet  of  natural 
curiohties,  on  one  fide,  and  the 
iine  apartment  for  ftrangers  on  the 
other  ;  the  lols  is  ellimated  at 
above  200,000 1.  Iterling.  About 
twelve  perfons  are  loll  in  the 
flames,  or  killed  by  the  falling-in 
of  the  floors,  while  they  were  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fave  the  archives. 

The  Aurora,  John  Hutchinfon 
mailer,  late  the  Oxford,  of  Glaf- 
gow,  taken  by  the  rebels,  with  a 
party  of  the  71ft  regiment  on 
board,  and  carried  into  Virginia, 
is  brought  into  Liverpool,  laden 
with  312  hogfheads  of  tobacco,  on 
account  of  the  Congrefs,  and  bound 
to  Nanz  or  Bourdea'ux.  She  was 
navigated  by  15  men,  and  had  a 
Mr.  Hall  on  board,  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  a  fupercargo  ;  eight  of  the 
crew  were  Englifhmen,  and  had 
all  been  prifoners  in  America. 
About  the  longitude  of  16  W.  and 
in  lat.  47,  William  Turner,  boat- 
fwain  of  a  Ihip,  and  who  had  pre- 
vioufly  founded  the  inclinations  of 
the  Englilh  failors,  and  found  them 
willing  to  affill  in  feizing  the  vefTel 
and  carrying  her  to  England,  fe- 
cured  the  captain  and  fupercargo 
in  the  cabin,  while  his  companions 
fecured  the  American  failors  upon 
deck  ;  they  were  all  foon  over¬ 
powered,  and  Turner,  who  took 
the  command,  ibaped  his  courfe  for 
Liverpool,  where  he  arrived  the 
29th  inflant. 

ConJiantinople^’Jan.%,  ThePorte, 
after  having  made  every  conceflion 
that  could  reafonably  be  expeded, 
rather  than  break  with  the  Perfians, 
^has  been  conllrained  at  length  to 
declare  war  againll  them  the  3d. 
inflant.  What  gives  cauie  to  hope 
for  fuccefs  is,  that  manv  chans  un- 
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der  the  Perfian  government,  jea¬ 
lous  of  the  increafe.of  the  regent’s 
power,  have  Ihewed  a  difpofition 
to  join  the  Porte  againfl  him,  and 
that  Prince  Heraclius,  who  has 
had  a  conference  with  the  grand 
vizir,  will  join  them  aeainlt 
Perfia. 

Vienna^  Jan,  12.  By  the  latefi: 
advices,  the  Perfians  have  taken 
Bagdat,  and  put  a  llrong  garrifon 
into  that  place  ;  and  the  fame  ac¬ 
counts  add,  that  they  are  befieging 
Aleppo. 

Venice^  Jan.  18.  On  the  13th. 
inflant  the  Council  of  T,en  publilh- 
ed  the  fentence  pafTed  againfl  the 
Sieur  Spiridioni  Balfamo,  of  the 
ifland  ot  Zante,  heretofore  Calcu¬ 
lator-General  of  the  Levant,  and 
Andrew  Tifiano,  late  Greffier  at 
Corfu,  for  being  guilty  of  a  breacli 
of  trull  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices,  and  defrauding  the  public 
revenue  ;  particularly  the  former, 
who  is  baniffied  from  all  the  do¬ 
minions  of  this  Republic,  on  pain 
of  being  hanged  if  taken,  and  a 
reward  of  4000  ducats  is  offered 
to  whoever  fhall  take  or  kill  him, 
together  with  the  privilege  of  de¬ 
livering  a  criminal  who  is  banifhed, 
or  committed  to  prifon,  unlefs  it 
be  for  a  crime  againfl  the  flate,  or 
robbery ;  and  if  the  perfon  fhould 
happen  to  lofe  his  life  in  the  at¬ 
tempt,  his  heirs  fhall  be  intitled 
to  the  fame  reward.  In  the  mean 
time  the  faid  Spiridioni  Balfamo 
is  to  have  his  name  erafed  out  of 
the  noble  council  of  the  city  of 
Zante,  and  his  houfe  at  Corfu  to 
be  intirely  pulled  down,  and  no 
other  houfe  or  manufadory  to  be 
ereded  on  the  fpot,  but  inflead 
thereof  a  column  is  to  be  ereded 
upon  the  mofl  confpicuous  part,  on 
which  are  to  be  inferibed  his  crime 
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and  condemnation  ;  and,  in  order 
to  render  his  punifhment  the  more 
exemplary,  a  done  with  the  fame 
infeription  is  to  he  placed  in  the 
Chamber  of  Acconipts.  All  his 
efFeds  are  declared  to  be  confifeat- 
ed,  and  all  contrads  which  he 
has  entered  into  fince  the  8th 
of  March,  1770,  are  hereby  ren¬ 
dered  invalid. 

Paris,  Feb,  It  appears,  that 
in  order  to  avoid  all  remonflrances 
from  the  parliament,  the  govern¬ 
ment  intends  to  make  ufe  of  the 
credit  of  particular  Hates,  by  a 
new  loan  of  twenty-fix  millions. 
The  Hates  of  Languedoc,  are  to 
raife  twelve,  thofe  of  Burgundy 
eight,  and  the  order  of  the  Holy 
Gboft  fix,  which  are  to  be  applied 
to  pay  off  fome  debts,  the  intereH 
of  which  is  too  burthenfome. 

Hamburgh,  Feb.  7.  Our  letters 
from  Peterffiurgli  give  an  account 
of  the  revenues  and  expences  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  5  the  former 
of  which  amount  to  the  annual 
fum  of  17,130,618  roubles,  and 
the  latter,  including  penfions,  pre- 
fents,  &c.  amount  to  14,208,557 
rcables.  In  the  account  of  the  re¬ 
venues  the  fpecie  current  in  the 
empire  is  not  reckoned,*  on  account 
of  the  great  variation  in  it,  and 
that  part  of  it  particularly  regards 
the  mines. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Lijbon, 
Feb.  21. 

The  marriage  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Beira,  with  her 
royal  highnefs  the  Infanta  Maria 
Francifea  Benedida  his  aunt,  was 
^  foiemnized  this  afternoon  at  four 
o’clock.  After  the  ceremony,  all 
the  royal  family  were  admitted  into 
the  king’s  apartment  to  kifs  his 
Ittajefty’s  hand  ;  from  whofe  pre¬ 


fence  they  retired  very  much  af- 
feded. 

His  moH  faithful  majeffy  has, 
for  fome  ^  weeks  pall,  lufiered 
extremely  under  his  diforder ; 
which,  terminating  in  a  drop- 
fy,  increafed  within  thefe  few 
days  fo  rapidly,  that  on  Sunday 
lall  his  majeHy’s  life  was  defpaired 
of  ;  and  on  Monday  the  24th 
inHant,  between  twelve  and  one 
o’clock,  his  majeffy  expired,  to  the 
great  grief  of  all  the  royal  family. 

The  Princefs  of  Biafil  being  im¬ 
mediately  informed  cf  this  melan¬ 
choly  event,  prepared  to  receive 
the  miniffers  of  Hate,  who  kiifed.' 
her  hand  as  fovereign.” 

Difd,  Mrs.  Vane,  widow,  of 
Errington  in  Leicefferuiire,  aged 
108. 

Samuel  Turner,  Efq;  late  aider- 
man  of  Tower-ward,  and  lord 
mayor  in  the  year  1769. 

Mr.  John  Bulien,  yeoman,  of 
Deal,  in  Kent,  a  defeendant  from 
the  ancient  family  which  gave  a 
queen  to  Henry  VUI. 

William  Williams,  of  Cwmyoy, 
in  MonmouthHiire,  labourer,  whofe 
appearance  of  extreme  poverty  had 
induced  an  humane  landlady,  the 
preceding  night,  to  lodge  him  in 
her  houle,  as  a  deed  of  charity. 
In  the  morning  he  was  found  dead 
in  bed,  and  the  extraordinary 
weight  of  fome  part  of  his  cloth¬ 
ing,  on  moving  it,  occafioned  an 
examination  of  the  whole,  w'hen 
the  following  pieces  and  fums  of 
money  were  cut  out  of  his  patched 
and  ragged  apparel,  no  part  of 
which  was  unprovided,  viz.  37 
guineas,  28  half-guineas,  6  quar¬ 
ter  guineas,  one  36s.  piece,  one  27s. 
piece,  and  one  i8s.  piece,  18I.  8s. 
in  filver,  and  5s,  g^d.  in  copper. 

Hugh 
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Hugh  Kelly,  Efq;  a  native  of 
Ireland.  His  original  occupation 
was  that  of  a  Stay-maker,  which 
he  quitted  early  in  life,  and  by  the 
force  of  his  own  genius,  attained  a 
confiderable  reputation  as  a  literary 
charaeter  ;  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  alfo  become  a  refpeftable 
prai^itioner  at  the  bar.  His  dra¬ 
matic  performances  were  received 
with  great  applaufe,  and  his  fer- 
vices,  as  a  political  writer,  had  pro¬ 
cured  him  a  handfome  ftipend  from 
government. 


MARCH. 

j  This  day  the  following  bills 
^  *  received  the  royal  afi'ent  by 
commilTion,  viz. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  majefty 
to  detain  and  fecure  perfons  cliarg- 
ed  with  high  treafon  in  America, 
or  on  the  leas  for  piracy. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  to  grant  letters  of  marque 
to  private  (hips  of  war,  or  mer¬ 
chants  fhips,  to  make  reprifals  on 
all  ihips  belonging  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies,  that  are  now  in  ac¬ 
tual  rebellion  againft  Great-Bri- 
tain. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Eaft-India  company, 
as  well  in  Europe  as  in  India,  lo 
far  as  relates  to  altering  the  time 
for  the  choice  of  directors. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  Mr.  Hart¬ 
ley’s  patent,  for  his  invention  of 
iron  plates  to  prevent  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  of  fires. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  naturalization,  and  private 
bills. 

Zxtrad  of  a  Letter  fro?n  Barcelona, 

Feb.  19. 

“  Cur  cufiom-houfe  is  burnt 


down,  with  goods  therein  belonging 
to  the  merchants,  of  upwards  of  half 
a  million  of  piafires  value  ;  all 
goods,  except  corn  and  fifh,  im¬ 
ported  into  Spain,  are  depofited  in 
the  cullom-houfe  till  the  duty  is 
paid,  as  is  all  raw  filk  till  deliver¬ 
ed  to  the  manufaClurer  ;  the  alarm 
of  the  fire  was  given  on  Monday 
mornin<>-  at  one  o’clock  ;  it  was  till 
eight  o’clock  the  next  day,  before 
any  kind  of  fieps  were  taken  to 
extinguifli  it,  and  then  only  one 
poor  engine  was  brought  out, 
which  was  of  no  manner  of  ufe. 
The  Spaniards,  not  accuftomed  to 
fee  fires  of  this  kind,  flood  aghafl, 
looking  on,  and  faw  every  thing 
confumed.  No  doubt,  many  ef- 
feds  might  have  been  faved,  had 
a  little  aclivity  been  ufed  at  firft. 
Numbers  of  merchants  and  traders 
will  be  ruined  by  this  accident  ; 
the  fire  continues  burning,  but, 
the  cuflom-houfe  being  a  detached 
building,  it  cannot  fpread  far¬ 
ther.” 

They  write  from  Paris,  that  Mr. 
Silas  Deane,  the  plenipotentiary 
from  the  American  congrefs,  left 
that  capital  the  21ft  ult.  and  was 
gone  to  Leghorn,  from  which  place 
he  was  to  vifit  Venice,  and  other 
of  the  Italian  dates. 

The  family  of  the  late  Count 
Tally  are  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
revifion  of  the  procels  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  his  execution.  M.VoL 
taire  interells  himfelf  much  in  the 
affair. 

Was  heard  before  the  lords 
a  Scotch  appeal,  wherein  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Rofs,  widow,  was  appel¬ 
lant,  and  David  Rofs,  Efn;  come¬ 
dian,  her  brother,  was  relpondent, 
David  Rols  had  been  cutolf  by  his 
father  with  a  diilling,  on  account 
of  his  taking  to  the  dage,  and  his 

fider 


1^2]  C  H  R  O 

fliler  was  left  foie  heirefs  ;  but  he 
fued  and  obtained  a  verdift  in 
Scotland  for  all  the  out-ftanding 
bond-debts,  which  were  confider- 
able.— The  lords  confirmed  the 
decree. 

V  >  At  Bow  ftreet,  before  Sir 
*  John  Fielding,  and  the 

magidrates,  - - Dignam,  Efq; 

w'as  charged  by  Mr.  Clarke,  with 
defrauding  him  of  various  fums  of 
money,  under  the  pretence  of  pro¬ 
curing  him  a  place  under  govern- 
nment.  Mr.  Clarke  depofed  that 
he  became  acquainted  with  him 
accidentally  in  June  1776,  and  that 
from  his  difeourie,  he  underftood 
he  was  a  gentleman  in  lome  capital 
employ  under  the  crown,  who  had 
it  in  his  power  to  difpofe  of  places ; 
and  concluded  the  prifoner  might 
ferve  him,  as  he  wanted  a  place  in 
©ne  of  the  offices.  Thdt  the  pri- 
fooer  propofed  to  him  a  lucrative 
place  in  the  Iridi  Cufoms,  which 
he  faid  had  been  poffeffed  by  a 
Mr.  Clutterbuck,  wTo  was  dead  ; 
and  that  he  had  given  him  at  dif- 
reren^t  times  in  money  ana  notes 
(and  efpecially  on  Sept.  5,  14I.  is. 
tor  leave  of  abfence  from  the  faid 
place)  to  the  amount  of  1200].  is. 
on  account  of  the  faid  place,  which 
fixe  prifoner  called,  clerk  of  his  ma- 
jeily’s  cufloms  at  Dublin.  A  pa¬ 
per  was  read,  produced  by  Mr. 
Clarke,  purporting  to  be  a  certifi¬ 
cate  and  warrant  of  the  laid  clerk- 
i'hip,  numbered  24,897  Iriili,  Har- 
court,  Licuienant ,  di  reeled  to  ‘Jehu 
Clarke^  Efq;  entitling  him  to  all 
profits,  &c.  belonging  to  that 
place  ;  fubferibed  Weymouth^  Cle- 
<veland-Ro^M ^  and  witneffed  E,  Danv ; 
all  which  former  money,  Mr.  Clarke 
gave  the  prifoner,  in  confequence 
of  his  receipt  of  that  warrant, 
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which,  when  he  (hewed  to  Sir 
Stanier  Porten,  proved  to  be  a  for- 
gery. 

Jofiah  Browne,  Efq;  charged 
the  prifoner  with  another  fraud  of 
the  like  kind.  Mr.  Browne  depof- 
ed,;  that  the  prifoner  w'as  recom¬ 
mended  to  him  by  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
that  the  prifoner  told  him  he  had  > 
the  difpofal  of  the  place  of  Gazette- 
writer  to  the  miniftry,  which  he 
would  procure  for  him  for  loool. 
which  difpofal,  the  prifoner  faid, 
was  conferred  on  him  for  fome  me¬ 
ritorious  feiwice  he  had  then  lately 
done  the  government ;  and  that 
Mr.  Frazer,  the  prefent  Gazette- 
v/riter,  was  to  refign.  This  place 
Mr.  Clarke  was  commiffioned  by 
Mr.  Browne  to  treat  for,  who 
agreed  for  icool.  with  the  prifon¬ 
er  ;  which  agreement  Mr.  B.  rati¬ 
fied  by  giving  drafts  for  the  money, 
inclufive  of  which  was  137I.  as  a 
difeharge  of  office-fees.  Another 
w^arrant  firailar  to  the  former  was 
read,  dated  17  George  III.  durants 
hene  placito,  figned  alfo  Weymouth, 
Mr.  Daw,  clerk  in  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth’s  office,  depofed,  in  both  the 
cafes,  that  it  was  no  official  inftru- 
ment,  nor  his  lordffiip’s  w'riting:  an 
impreffion,  imitating  a  damp,  was 
alfo  on  the  warrant,  which  proved 
to  be  the  reverfe  of  a  guinea.  The 
prifoner  had  alfo  tendered  an  oath 
to  Mr.  Browne  to  relign  all  papers 
in  cafe  of  difmiffion,  and  purging 
himfelfof  ail  felonies,  &c.  by  way 
of  qualification. 

It  is  faid  that  this  impedor  was 
once  on  the  pendon  lid  of  Lord 
Weymouth,  and  received,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fecret  fervices,  300 1. 
per  annum,  clear  of  all  deductions. 
That  he  might  appear  defervingof 
the  eacouragement  he  met  with, 
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he  is  reported  to  have  laid  an  in¬ 
formation  againfl  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  charging  that 
gentleman,  during  his  reiidence  in 
England,  with  being  a  i'py  from 
the  court  of  France.  He  was  af¬ 
terwards  convidled  for  thefe  frauds, 
and  fentenced  to  five  years  labour 
on  the  Thames. 

,  Mr.  Burke  moved  the 
’  Houfe,  that  a  bill  might 
be  brought  in  for  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  fecuring  his  majefty’s  dock¬ 
yards,  &c.  when  a  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  prepared  agreeable  to  the  faid 
motion. 

,  About  one  o’clock,  the 
^  *  poll  for  Newcaflle  was 

finally  ciofed,  when  the  numbers 
were, 

For  Sir  John  Trevylian, .  1163 

Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes,  Efq;  1068 

Majority  for  Sir  John  Tre¬ 
vylian,  — 

Whereupon  he  was  declared  duly 
clefted. 

j  A  handfome  monument  was 
2  2  d  • 

*  this  day  opened  in  the  north 
aifle  of  Wellminfter-abbey,  on  the 
bafe  of  which  are  the  following 
lines. 

Ere£led  by 

The  Eaft-lndia  company. 

To  the  memory  of 
Major-General  Stringer  Laurence, 
In  teftimony  of  their  gratitude 

For  his  eminent  fervices. 

In  the  command  of  their  forces 
On  the  coalt  of  Coromandel, 
From  the  year  1746,  to  the  year  1766. 

The  defign  feems  partly  explained 
by  this  epitaph  ;  it  is  a  figure  with 
proper  attributes,  reprefenting  the 
Eall-India  company  pointing  to  a 
bufto  of  the  General,  and  direc¬ 
ting  Fame  to  record  thofe  adlions, 
which  have  induced  her  to  honour 


his  memory  in  this  public  man¬ 
ner :  Fame  receiving  her  com¬ 
mands,  has  engraved  the  following 
words  on  a  fhield  : 

Difcipline  eftablifhed, 
Fortreffes  protected. 
Settlements  extended, 
French  and  Indian  armies 
Defeated, 

And  peace  concluded 
In  the  Carnatic. 

In  the  centre  is  a  view  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly,  in  Bafib  Relievo,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  feat  of  war  at  that  period  ; 
and  at  the  feet  of  the  company, 
trophies  and  llandards  of  the 
French,  Maratoes,  and  Myforeans. 
The  epitaph  is  wrote  by  Mr.  Orme, 
and  the  fculpture  executed  by  Mr. 
Tyler. 

The  Chavalier  Pinto,  26th 
Envoy  extraordinary  (from 
the  court  of  Portugal,  notified  to 
the  king  the  death  of  the  late 
King  of  Portugal,  and  prefented 
credentials  from  his  new  fovereign, 
Mary,  the  prefent  queen. 

The  royal  aflent  was  giv¬ 
en,  by  commiffion,  to 

The  bill  for  improving  the  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  Thames  from  Lon- 
don-bridge  to  Staines. 

For  licencing  a  play  houfe  at 
Chefter. 

For  building  a  bridge  over  Se¬ 
vern,  near  Gloucefter. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  comb¬ 
ing  wool. 

For  continuing  the  duty  on  beer 
in  the  town  of  Burnt  llland,  ia 
Scotland. 

For  preventing  frauds  in  the 
meafurement  of  coals. 

For  recovering  fmall  debts  ia 
Haliifax,  Bradford,  Kighley,  Bing- 
Icy,  &c. 

For  enclofing  Enfield 'Chace, 

For  exempting  from  toll  cattle 

g<>ing 
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cattle  going  to  water  or  pafture ; 
with  fome  private  bills. 

One  John  Millachip,  freeman 
and  liveryman  of  London,  being 
impreffed,  Alderman  Bull  wrote  to 
the  admiralty  board,  requefting  his 
difcharge  ;  to  which  Philip  Ste¬ 
phens,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  by  command,  returned  for 
anfwer,  that  their  lordjhips  did  not 
apprehend  his  being  a  freeman  and 
liveryman  of  London  exempted  him 
from  being  vnprejfed  into  his  7najefy'* s 
fernjice,  if  other^ife  liable. 

In  confequence  of  this,  at  the 
court  of  common  council  held  lall 
Tuefday  at  Guildhall,  the  follow¬ 
ing  motion  was  made  : 

“  That  the  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  in  November  lail,  for  getting 
John  Tubbs,  one  of  the  city  wa¬ 
termen,  difcharged,  do  withdraw 
immediately,  and  prepare  a  letter 
to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  for  the 
difcharge  of  John  Millachip  f 
which  was  carried  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

The  committee  then  withdrew, 
and  prepared  a  letter  accordingly, 
which  was  read  in  court,  and  is  as 
follows : 


“  My  lords,  by  order  of  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  com¬ 
mons  of  the  city  of  London  in  com¬ 
mon  council  alfembled,  I  am  di- 
redled  to  repreient  to  your  lord- 
Ihips,  that  John  Millachip,  a  free¬ 
man  and  liveryman  of  London, 
hath  been  impreffied  into  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fea  fervice  :  that  without 
taking  into  the  idea  the  general 
queflion  of  the  legality  or  illegality 
of  prefs  warrants,  they  conceive, 
that  every  citizen  of  London,  by 
charter,  Edward  HI.  confirmed  by 
llatute  of  2d  William  and  Mary,  is 
exempted  from  fcrving,  in  any 
capacity,  againfl  his  inclination, 


out  of  the  city  of  London  ;  and- 
that  confequently  the  detention  of 
this  man  is  not  warranted  by  law. 

I  am,  therefore,  ordered  by  the 
court,  to  requell:  your  lordlhips, 
that  the  faid  John  Millachip  may 
be  immediately  difcharged.” 

Refolved,  “  That  the  faid  letter 
be  tranfcribed,  and  figned  by  the 
town  clerk,  and  by  him  prefented 
to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty.” 

A  motion  was  made,  “  That  if 
John  Millachip  is  not  difcharged 
in  confequence  of  the  above  letter, 
the  committee  be  empowered  to 
purfue  fuch  meafures  as  they  fhall 
think  proper  for  procuring  his  im¬ 
mediate  difcharge  and  liberation  ; 
and  that  the  city  foHcitor  do  follow 
their  direclions  therein  :”  which 
was  agreed  to.  • 

On  the  26th,  Philip  Stephens, 
Efq;  fecretary  to  the  admiralty, 
fent  an  anfwer  to  the  town  clerk’s 
letter,  refpefting  the  detention  of 
John  Millachip,  freeman  and  li¬ 
veryman  of  London;  the  purport 
of  which  was,  that  their  lordfhips 
at  the  admiralty  board  think  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  advife  with  the  crown 
lawyers  before  they  comply  with 
the  demand,  to  knov/  whether  the 
charter  fet  up  is  in  law  a  plea  of 
exemption, 

A  very  extraordinary  „  , 
complaint  was  made  to  Sir 
John  Fielding,  relating  to  an  Ita¬ 
lian  impoftor,  who  has  lately  had 
the  addrefs  to  take  in  a  lady  of  for¬ 
tune  for  upwards  of  500I.  under 
pretence  of  tranfmuting  copper  in¬ 
to  gold.  This  pretender  to  alchy- 
my  conllrudlcd  an  elaboratory  in 
the  lady’s  houfe,  into  w'hich  he 
brought  his  family,  who  have  lived 
upon  her  for  a  confiderable  time 
pafl.  The  matter  not  being  found 
cognizable  by  the  bench,  from, 

forne 
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fome  peculiar  circumflances,  which 
fiiewed  the  complainant  had  been 
moll  egregioufly  duped,  fhe  was 
advifed  to  bring  her  adion  at  com'- 
nion  law. 

Yelterday,  at  the  Public  Office 
in  Bow-ilreet,  one  Homar  was 
placed  at  the  bar,  when  James 
Hounds,  button-maker,  depofed, 
that  the  prifoner  applied  to  him, 
about  three  weeks  ago,  to  know  if 
he  was  willing  to  go  to  France,  in 
order  to  carry  on  his  bufineJs  there  ; 
and  that  he  gave  him  1 1  guineas  to 
pay  his  expences  upon  the  paffiage, 
and  to  difcharge  foine  fmall  debts 
which  he  owed  to  different  people. 
Mr.  Clark  depofed.  That,  hearing 
of  the  affair,  he  \vent  to  the  Swarf 
with  I'wo  Necks  in  Lad-lane  on 
Tuefday,  where  he  law  the  pri¬ 
foner,  with  Hounds,  in  the  Dover 
coach  ;  upon  which  he  apprehend¬ 
ed  the  former,  and  found  a  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  in  his  pocket-book, 
which  were  produced,  and  one  of 
which  was  a  letter  of  advice  to  a 
Frenchman  at  Paris,  acquainting 
him,  that  he  had  put  on  board  the 
Blip  Minerva  a  quantity  of  arti¬ 
cles  for  the  making  of  buttons  ; 
Mr.  Clark  alfo  found,  in  his  lodg¬ 
ings,  upwards  of  three  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  the  fame  mate¬ 
rials.  A  meffenger  was  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched  to  prevent  the 
failing  of  the  Minerva,  and  Ho- 
mar  committed '.o  take  his  trial,  by 
the  2j;d  George  II.  chap,  13  ; 
where  it  is  enaiTted,  ‘  That,  if  any 
perfon  (hall  contract  with,  or  fc- 
duce  any  manufaclurer,  of  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland,  to  go  out  of 
either  kingdom  into  any  foreign 
country,  not  vvithin  the  dominions 
of  Great-Britain,  every  fuch  per- 
fon  fhall,  on  convidlion,  within  12 
months,  forfeit  500!.  and  be  com¬ 


mitted  for  a  year,  without  bail  or 
mainprize,  for  the  firft  offence ; 
and,  for  every  fecond  or  fubfequent 
offence,  to  forfeit  ioogI.  and  be 
committed  for  two  years,  without 
’bail  or  mainprize.’ 

Died,  Mrs.  Latter,  booTcfeller, 
at  Reading  :  fhe  publifned  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  poems,  wTich  were  -well 
received  ;  likewife  a  tragedy,  en* 
titled.  The  Siege  of  Jerufalem, 
and  various  other  pieces. 

AtBidiopflrow,  her  native  place, 
near  Warminfler  in  Wilts,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Juliana  Papjoy,  in  the 
67  th  year  of  her  age.  In  her  youth 
fire  had  been  the  miilrefs  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Nafh  of  Bath,  and  after  her; 
feparation  from  him,  Ihe  took  to  a 
very  uncommon  way  of  life.  Her 
principal  refidence  fhe  took  up  in  a 
large  hollow  tree,  i4ow  Handing 
within  a  mile  of  Warminller,  on 
a  lock  of  draw,  refolving  never 
more  to  lie  in  a  bed  ;  and  fhe  was- 
as  good  as  her  word  ;  for  ihe  made 
that  tree  her  habitation  for  between 
thirty  and  forty  years,  unlefs  when 
fhe  made  her  ibort  peregrinations 
to  Bath,  Brillol,  and  the  gentle¬ 
mens’  h'oufes  adjacent  ;  and  Ihe 
then  lay  in  fome  barn  or  outhoufe. 

Peter  Fierville,  comedian,  aged 
107.  He  died  at  Munich,  in  Ger¬ 
many.  He  remembered  Moliere, 
was  cotemporary  with  Baron,  play¬ 
ed  before  Charles  11,  of  England 
and  Chrillina  (^^een  of  Sweden, 
and  continued  to  play  at  Paris  till 
1741. 

Samuel  Mi tchel,  Efq;  at  Hanger, 
Cornwall.  He  has  bequeathed 
20!.  a  year  to  ten  old  maids,  alike 
lum  to  ten  poor  houfekeepers,  and 
a  confiderable  fum  to  the  parilh  ; 
I  cool,  to  each  of  his  fervants  out 
of  livery,  500I.  to  each  of  his  li- 
very-fervants,  livings  in  his 

gift 
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gift  to  two  neighbouring  clergy¬ 
men,  after  the  death  of  the  prefent 
incumbents,  and  his  eftate  to  a 
very  diftant  relation  his  heir  at  law ; 
alfo,  a  very  conhderable  legacy  to 
the  wife  of  an  ofhcer  now  on  duty 
in  America. 


APRIL. 

The  report  was  made  to  his 
majelly  in  council  of  the  con- 
vi6ls  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Wednef- 
day  the  i6th  inilant,  viz.  Jofeph 
Wilfon,  William  Lavey,  fen.  and 
Elizabeth  Parker  (convidled  in  Oc¬ 
tober  feffion).  The  iail  was  after-' 
wards  reprieved. 

John  Hunt,  refpited  during  his 
majefty’s  pleafure.  Daniel  Denny 
was  refpited  till  the  2d  of  May, 
j  A  few  days  fince  an  appli- 
^  *  cation  was  made  by  the  city 
folicitor  to  Mr.  Juilice  Allon,  in 
the  abfence  of  Lord  Mansfield,  for 
two  feparate  writs  of  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  at  common  law ;  the  one  for  the 
liberation  of  John  Millachip,  a 
freeman  and  liveryman,  the  other 
on  behalf  of  John  Maund,  one  of 
the  fworn  conftables  of  this  city, 
both  of  whom  have  been  lately  im- 
preffed  into  his  majelly’s  fea  fer- 
vice.  His  lordlTilp  refufed  to  grant 
the  writs  as  prayed  at  common  law, 
or  any  otherwife,  than  according 
to  the  fiatute  of  the  3  ill  of  Charles 
II.  They  were  accordingly  fo 
iffued  ;  but  became  immediately 
and  totally  ufelefs,  as  no*  judge  or 
court  whatfoever  could,  when  the 
parties  were  brought  before  them, 
take  cognizance  of  tlie  matter  up¬ 
on  writs  fo  granted.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  the  folicitor  ap¬ 


plied  to  Lord  Mansfield  him felf,  at 
Cane- Wood,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
when  his  lordfhip  was  pleafed  to 
grant  the  writs  as  prayed,  namely, 
at  common  law,  and  not  according 
to  the  ftatute.  The  writs  being 
thus  obtained,  as  defired,  were 
immediately  fent  down  to  the  Nore, 
to  be  executed. 

Paris,  March  28.  Orders  are 
given  for  conllrudling  two  citadels 
at  Cherbourg,  w'hich,  when  built, 
will  make  this  port  one  of  the  belt 
in  France. 

Vienna,  April  2.  His  imperial 
majefty  fet  out  yellerday  morning 
for  France,  under  the  title  of 
Count  Falkenllein,  attended  by  the 
Counts  Cobenzel  and  Jofeph  Col- 
loredo. 

Paris,  April  4.  One  of  the 
richefi:  of  our  young  nobility,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  relation 
to  the  Duke  de  Noaiiles,  and  be¬ 
tween  19  and  20  years  of  age,  has, 
at  his  own  expence,  hired  a  fri¬ 
gate,  and  provided  every  thing 
neceflary  for  a  voyage  to  America, 
with  two  officers  of  his  acquaint¬ 
ance.  He  fet  out  lafi:  week,  having 
told  his  lady  and  family  that  he 
was  going  to  Italy,  where  the 
Countefs  de  Telly,  his  aunt,  lives. 

Lad;  night  a  dreadful  fire 
broke  out  at  Flaxley  Abbey, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucefter,  the 
feat  of  Thom  as  Crawley  Boevey, 
Efq;  which  dedroyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  building,  together  with 
part  of  the  furniture,  linen,  and 
wearing  apparel  of  the  family  ; 
but,  providentially,  no  lives  were 
lod.  It  was  fil'd  difcovered  by  a 
carpenter  who  flept  in  the  houfe, 
and  happened  to  awake  in  time  to 
give  the  alarm.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crawley  were  that  evening i n  Glou- 
ceder.-^The  pUte  was  faved.'—It 
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is  not  known  by  what  accident  the 
fire  was  occafioned.  The  lofs  is 
ellimatcd  at  7000 1.  Flaxley  Ab¬ 
bey  was  founded  by  Roger,  the 
fecond  Earl  of  Hereford,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Firft. 

,  Mr.  Gates,  the  city  mar- 
*  fhal,  arrived  from  Portf- 
rnouch,  with  John  Millachip,  free- 
r/ian  and  liveryman  of  London, 
who  was  lately  imprelTed.  The 
admiral  behaved  with  the  greatell 
politenefs  ;  and  on  the  marfliaPs 
ihewing  the  writ  of  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  granted  by  Lord  Mansfield, 
immediately  ordered  Millachip 
(who  was  on  board  the  Monarch) 
to  be  delivered  up  to  him. 

The  celebrated  David  Brown 
Dignam  during  his  confinement  in 
Tothillfield’s  Bridewell,  attempted 
leveral  times  to  make  away  with 
hiinfelf.  Since  his  convidlion  the 
Following  particulars  .relating  to 
him  have  tranfpired  : — Some  little 
time  before  Dignamls  detedlion, 
he  requeiled  an  interview  with  a 
noble  lord  in  high  oflice,  who, ad¬ 
mitted  him  to  a  private  audience, 
when  he  faid,  that  he  had  unhap¬ 
pily  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  with 
fome  gentlemen  of  rank  and  for¬ 
tune,  to  (hoot - ;  he  named 

two  noblemen,  feveral  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  two  alder¬ 
men,  and  fome  private  gentlemen 
of  afiiuent  condition,  as  the  cOn- 
fpirators,  and  pretended  that  the 
flings  of  confcience  had  occafioned 
a  remorfe  in  his  mind,  and  that  he 
had  made  fo  ample  a  confefilon,  as 
the  only  atonement  in  his  power, 
for  having  engaged  in  fo  villain¬ 
ous  a  confpiracy.  Upon  being 
prefTed  to  make  oath  of  the  parti¬ 
culars,  he  declined  the  propofal 
by  faying,  “  that  the  fcheme  was 
not  yet  ripe  for  execution;  no  in- 
VoL.  XX,  1777. 


convenience  could  therefore  enfuc 
from  the  delay.  The  confpira- 
tors,  he  faid,  were  to  meet  that 
evening,  and  the  next  morning  he 
wfOLild  wait  on  his  lordihip,  to  give 
him  information  of  every  particu¬ 
lar  which  pafi'ed.  As  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  the  place  of  meeting,  fpies 
were  propei  ly  placed,  but  none  of 
the  parties  carrie,  and  himfelf  was 
traced  to  a  brothel.  On  his  next 
day^s  attendance  he  was  prefTed. 
home  to  make  an  affidavit  uf  the 
matter,  but  put  it  olF  till  next  day, 
and  was  again  traced  to  the  bro¬ 
thel  ;  and  when  he  waited  lalf  on 
his  lordlTiip,  he  was  charged  with 
theie  circumilances,  and  confeffed 
that  the  v^hole  was  a  plot  of  his 
own  invention. 

Eleven  judges  met  at 
their  chambers  in  Serjeants 
Inn  (Lord  Chief  Jaftice  De  Grey 
being  abfent)  refpecling  the  legali¬ 
ty  ofRobinfon’s  evidence  againft 
Dr.  Dodd.  The  judges  were  at 
opinion,  that  Robinfon’s  evidence 
was  competent. 

On  Saturday  the  feffions  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prifoners  received  ientence 
of  death,  viz.  job  Filkin,  for 
Healing  a  filver  watch  value  30s. 
and  a  metal  watch  in  a  fhagreen 
cafe  value  30s.  the  property  of 
William  Harrop,  in  his  dvvelling- 
houfe  in  Virginia-flreet ;  Benja¬ 
min  Carraul,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  John  Wal¬ 
ker,  in  Oxford-ftreet ;  Pierce  Don- 
novan,  for  privately  Healing  bank 
notes,  money,  two  gold  watches, 
and  feveral  diamond  rings,  in  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mrs.  Olivia 
Harrington,  near  Charing-crofs  ; 
David  Sheffield,  William  Sneffield, 
and  Thomas  Baldwin,  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  in  the 
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Thomas  George  Moorink,  at  Tot¬ 
tenham,  and  healing  feveral  hlver 
fpoons  and  other  things  ;  James 
Field,  for  breaking  open  the  dwel- 
lingdioufe  of  Mr.  M,‘Gee,  in 
Lothbury,  by  faife  keys,  and  heal¬ 
ing  thereoiit  a  parcel  of  needles, 
and  divers  other  goods  of  value; 
and  Mary  Thomas,  for  uttering 
and  publilhing  a  prornifory  note, 
purporting  to  be  the  note  of  Fran¬ 
cis  Tutte,  for  col.  knovvinp-  it  to 

^  J  ^  Ci 

be  forged,  with  intent  to  defraud 
Thomas  Blades.  Twenty  prifoners 
who  bad  been  capitally  convifted 
and  refpited,  received  the  royal 
mercy,  on  condition  of  being  kept 
to  hard  labour  on  the  riverThames, 
and  two  women  to  hard  labour  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell. 

Twelve  convided  this  fellions, 
were  ordered  to  the  like  punilhment 
on  the  river  Thames  ;  fourteen  to 
hard  labour  in  Bridewell ;  eleven 
branded  and  imprifoned  in  New¬ 
gate  ;  eight  branded  and  impri¬ 
foned  in  Bridewell ;  fix  ordered  to 
be  whipt,  and  thirty-one  delivered 
on  proclamation. 

1  One  day  laft  week,  the 
^  *  baliah  lighter,  working  on 
the  Effex  coaft,  was  drove  over  the 
river  to  Woolwich  by  the  high 
wind  ;  when  fourteen  of  the  con~ 
vids  rofe  upon  their  keepers,  cut 
one  of  them  terribly  on  the  fhoul- 
der,  and  made  their  efcape.  A 
naval  officer,  meeting  them  at 
G  reenwich,  perfuaded  eight  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  duty  ;  but  the  other 
fix  have  not  been  fince  heard  of. 

^  ,  On  Thurfday  Mr.  John 
^  ‘  Millachip,  a  freeman  and 

liveryman  of  this  city,  lately  ini- 
preffed  into  his  majelly’s  fervice, 
and  fetched  from  on  board  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  Habeas  Corpus,  going 
down  the  river  about  two  o’clock 


in  the  afternoon  with  his  lighter, 
w'as  boarded  by  a  prefs-gang,  who 
look  him  aw'ay  and  carried  him 
down  the  river  to  put  him  on  board 
a  man  of  war  ;  the  committee  fat 
veiierdav  in  the  afternoon,  and 
came  to  a  refolution  to  apply  for 
another  Flabeas  Corpus,  and  ter 
bring  adions  againh  the  lieutenant 
and  regulating  captain  for  detain- 
ino-  him. 

Extra£i  cf  a  Letter  from  Duhliti, 
April  26. 

The  great  quehion  concerning 
literary  property  received  yeflerday 
a  final  decifion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  The  matter  in  debate 
was  about  a  favourite  opera,  called 
the  Duenna,  which  the  managers 
of  Covent-garden  alledged  they 
hadpurchafed  from  Richard  Brinf- 
iey  Sheridan,  Efq;  the  author,  for 
a  certain  ftipulated  fum.  Under 
this  affignment  the  Englifii  ma¬ 
nagers,  alledging  a  foie  and  exclu- 
five  property  in  the  piece  entitled 
the  Duenna,  complained  againft 
John  Byron  Vandermere  and  his 
partners,  adventurers  in  a  new  thea¬ 
tre  in  Filhamble-ftreet,  for  having 
exhibited  on  their  ftage  the  faid 
piece,  called  the  Duenna,  and 
prayed  that  they  might  be  rellrain- 
ed,  and  enjoined  from  printing, 
publifiiing, cradling  the  faid  piece. 
After  hearing  the  debates  on  this 
queftion  by  the  advocates  on  both 
fides,  the  lord  chancellor  gave  his 
fentiments  on  the  whole,  viz.  that 
the  injun<!lion  fought  by  the  plain¬ 
tiffs,  to  reilrain  the  adling  or  exhi¬ 
biting  the  piece,  ought  not  to  be 
granted.  He  confined  himfelf 
merely  to  the  matter  of  adling,  as 
he  imagined  that  to  be  the  only 
objedt  relied  on  in  the  cafe,’' 

The  queilion  refpedling  p  , 
the  legality  cf  the  affigu-  * 


ments 


V 


CHRONICLE.  r<7 


ments  made  by  officers  of  their  pay, 
in  order  to  raife  money,  was  ar- 
eucd,  and  declared  valid. 

L  The  royal  affent  by  cem- 
^  ‘  *  miffion  was  given  to  the 

bill  for  enabling  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  to  purchafe  the  tolls  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  'Thames  wedvvard  of  London 
Bridge,  and  within  the  liberties, 
and  to  lay  on  fmall  tolls  in  lieu 
thereof ;  and  to  feveral  private 
bills. 

Paris,  April  2\.  The  Em.peror 
of  Germany  arrived  here  on  Friday 
the  1 8th  inlL  and  immediately 
went  to  the  hotel  of  Monf.  the 
Count  de  Mercy  his  ambaffiador. 
The  next  day  he  went  to  Ver- 
faillcs,  and  faw  the  queen,  who 
ccndudled  him  to  the  king.  Lie 
afterwards  vifited  the  red  of  the 
royal  family  and  the  minillers.  On 
Monday  he  was  prefented  at  court 
under  the  charadler  of  Count  Fal- 
kenltein. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Lifion. 

“  The  Marquis  of  Pombai  is 
diverted  of  all  power  ;  and,  though 
this  has  the  fpecious  appearance  of 
a  voluntary  refignation,  he  is  cer¬ 
tainly  in  difgrace.  All  his  crea¬ 
tures  are  deorraded,  and  moft  of 
them  confined.  This,  particu¬ 
larly,  is  the  cafe  with  the  Do.mi- 
nican  friar,  to  whofe  counfels  the 
oppreffions  exerciled  at  Oporto,  by 
the  Portuguefe  wine  company,  over 
the  Engliih,  as  well  as  the  natives, 
are  cliiefly  attributed.  I'he  young 
prince  was,  immediately  alter  the 
death  of  the  king,  taken  from  un¬ 
der  the  tuition  of  the  Biihop  of 
Beja. 

“  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  con¬ 
ceive  the  joy  that  ran  through  the 
whole  kingdom  from  this  change 
in  the  adminirtration  j  for  more 
chan  twenty  years  have  the  people 


of  this  county  been  grievourty  op- 
preffied  and  affiidlcd,  without  their 
complaints  ever  reaching  the  ears 
of  their  fovereign  ;  for  more  than 
tvventv  vears,  has  a  wicked  minifter 
ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron. 
What  numbers  of  all  ranks  has  he 
fhut  up  in  dungeons,  without  their 
having  been  guilty  of  any  other 
crime  than  Handing  in  his  vvayl— ^ 
Figure  to  yourfeU  thefe  feeding’  on 
fcanty  portions  of  rotten  fardinca 
(a  fith  refernhling  our  fprat)  and 
broa  (an  inferior  kind  of  bread) 
without  ever  being  indulged  with 
phyficians  or  confeiTor ;  without 
any  focial  intercouiTe,  without  even 
feeing;  the  cheavful  face  of  man. 

Among  theie  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  a  rtriking  fpedlacle,  in 
the  perfon  of  a  fon  of  the  Marquis 
of  'Tavora.  Lie  was  taken  into 
curtody,  with  the  reft  of  the  fami¬ 
ly,  when  he  was  only  about  four  or 
rtvc  years  of  age;  and,  having 
been  in  a  ftate  of  confinement  ever 
fince,  without  feeing  a  human 
creature  befides  his  keeper,  he  ab- 
folutely  knows  no  language  ;  has 
almoft  no  ideas,  and  is,  in  every 
refpe(rt,  in  a  pure  ftate  of  nature — » 
He  remembers  nothing  of  his  pa-* 
rents,  or  of  his  former  fituation.’* 

Died  lately,  Grifel  Strath,  at 
Fyvie,  in  Scotland,  aged  162. 

Peter  Derry,  in  Dublin,  aged 
1 19. 

On  the  17th,  at  two  o’clock 
at  noon,  at  hi§  houfe  In  Granby- 
rOvV,  after  a  lingering  illnefs, 
which  deprived  him  for  fome 
months  pail  of  the  pradlice  of  his 
profeffion,  and  the  town  of  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  his  performance, 
Mr.  Henry  Woodward,  of  Covent- 
garden  theatre  ;  who,  as  a  come¬ 
dian,  long  ftood  unrivalled  in  his 
call  of  parts  ;  and,  as  a  man,  filled 
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every  line  of* duty  witll  honour  and 
refpedability.  By  his  death  he 
has  clofed  the  liil  of  the  old  firft- 
rate  fet  of  performers,  and  has  left 
little  better  than  a  barren  wilh  to 
fee  them  ever  equalled.  Mr. 
Woodward,  though  only  in  his 
67th  year,  was  one  of.  the  oldeft 
comedians  living  ;  he  played  with 
Giftard  and  Macklin,  before  Gar¬ 
rick  came  upon  the  llage. 


M  A  Y. 

^  A.t  a  court  of  common 
council,  refolved.  That  the 
thanks  of  the  court  be  given  to  the 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
Knt,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  for  promoting  and  forward¬ 
ing  the  adt  for  the  more  effedually 
improving  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Thames. 

Advice  was  received,  that  the 
Lion  armed  fhip,  Lieutenant  Wal¬ 
ter  Young  commander,  was  failed 
from  Stormnefs,  in  the  North  of 
Scotland,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to 
difeover  a  north-weft  paftage  to  the 
Southern  Ocean.  Mr.  Lane,  an 
eminent  mathematician,  is  retained 
in  this  voyage,  from  whofe  judi¬ 
cious  obfervatioas  on  longitude  and 
the  magnetical  powers  much  in¬ 
formation  is  expefled. 

,  On  Thurfday  laft;  in  the 
^  ‘  court  of  King’s-bench,  upon 

a  riiile  to  ftiew  eaufe  againft  a  new 
trial,  a  queftion  of  a  very  intereft- 
ing  and  fingular  nature  was  fully 
argued ;  the  nature  of  which  vvas 
,as  follows  : — A  gentleman  and  his 
wife  lived  together  feveral  years, 
and  had  feveral  children  ;  upon 
the  death  of  the  former,  his  eldeft 
fon  took  the  hereditary  eftate,  and 
enjoyed  thepofteffion,  until  the  fe- 


cond  difturbed  him  by  a  writ  of 
Ejeftrnent,  alledging  that  he  was 
not  born  in  wedlock.  The  eaufe 
was  tried  before  Mr.  Baron  Eyre, 
and  the  plaintiff  declared,  that  the 
defendant  was  born  one  month  and 
one  day  before  the  ceremony  was 
performed ;  which  declaration  he 
attempted  to  fupport  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  mother,  who  was  cited 
to  attend  the  trial.  The  defend¬ 
ant  pleaded  generally  ;  and,  his 
counfel  objeding  to  the  admiffibi- 
lity  of  the  mother’s  evidence  (with 
which  the  judge  concurred)  a  ver- 
di£l  was  obtained  for  the  defendant. 
In  fupport  of  the  motion  it  was 
argued,  that  all  the  cafes  cited, 
and  arguments  advanced  againft 
the  admiffibility  of  a  mother’s  evi¬ 
dence  to  prove  the  baftardy  of  her 
own  child,  were  applicable  to 
children  born  in  wedlock,  and  not 
BEFORE.  Lord  Mansfield  entered 
very  largely  into  the  queliion.  He 
allowed,  that,  by  the  civil,  the, 
canon,  and  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  the  parole  evidence  of  a  pa¬ 
rent  was  inadmiilible  to  affed;  a 
child  born  in  wedlock ;  he  ob- 
lerved  upon  the  feveral  reafons 
which  made  fuch  evidence  danger¬ 
ous,  particularly  partiality,  ca¬ 
price,  or  fixed  averfion  ;  which 
might  induce  bad  women  to  bring 
a  charge  impoffible  to  be  refuted  ; 
by  which  a  rightful  heir  might  be 
deprived  of  his  inheritance.  His 
lordftiip  alfo  mentioned  the  inde¬ 
cency  and  illegality  of  permitting 
a  woman  to  prove  herfelf  an  adul- 
terefs,  and  thereby  fubjedl  herfelf 
to  penalties.  His  lordlhip  con¬ 
cluded  with  denying  the  dodlrine 
of  Mr.  Baron  Eyre,  allowing  the 
admiffibility  of  the  mother’s  evi¬ 
dence,  and  ordering  the  rule  to  be 
made  abfolute. 
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^  V  The  Prince  of  Orange  pac- 
'  '  ket,  Capt.  Story,  from  Har¬ 

wich  to  Helvoetfluys,  was  taken 
by  the  Surprize  privateer,  Capt. 
Cunningham,  of  four  guns  and  ten 
fu  ivels,  within  three  leagues  of  the 
coaft  of  Holland.  It  was  at  night ; 
and  the  privateer  coming  clofe^ 
along  fide  the  packet,  thought  fhe 
made  bad  fteerage,  and  alked  her 
if  fhe  was  coming  on  board  her, 
for  that  they  fhould  foon  be  foul 
of  each  other.  The  privateer  im¬ 
mediately  laid  her  along  fide,  and 
took  her. 

g  1  This  day  his  majelly  came 
^  ‘  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
gave  the  royal  affent  to  the  bill  for 
granting  to  his  majefty  1 00,000 1. 
per  annum,  over  and  above  the 
fum  of  Soojoool.  granted  by  an 
aft  of  the  I  ft  of  his  majefty 's  reign, 
for  the  fupport  of  his  majefty’s 
houfehold,  and  his  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  fourteen  other  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  bills. 

,  William  Sheffield  and  Jo- 
*  feph  Sheffield,  under  fen- 
■tence  of  death  in  Newgate,  found 
means  to  break  out  of  that  prifon^ 
though  the  walls  are  fix  feet  thick. 
They  were  brothers;  and  one  of 
them  being  ill,  he  was,  out  of 
humanity,  removed  from  his  cell 
to  an  upper  room,  where  the  other 
was  fufiered  to  attend  him.  They 
were  bricklayers,  and  in  one  night 
worked  their  w’ay  through  the 
bnck-wall,  and  efcaped.  They 
have,  however,  been  retaken  and 
eicecutcd,  but  not  before  they  had 
committed  feveral  other  burglaries 
for  their  fubfiftence. 

,  A  court  of  common  coun- 

cil  was  held  yefterday  at 
Guildhall,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  lord-mayor.  Aldermen  Bull, 
Sawbridge,  Lewes,  Plonaer,  Nevvn- 


ham,  Lee,  and  Wooldridge ;  when 
the  court  came  to  the  following  rc- 
folutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  That  the  fpeechmade 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  his  majefty  on  the 
7th  inftant,  be  entered  in  thejour- 
nals  of  this  court. 

That  the  freedom  of  this  city  be 
prefen  ted  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  fpeaker  of  the 
Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
having  declared,  in  manly  terms, 
the  real  ftate  of  the  nation  to  his 
majefty  on  the  throne,  when  he 
prefented  to  him,  for  his  royal 
aftent,  the,  bill  intitled,  <  An  aft 
for  the  better  fupport  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  houffiold,  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain.’ 

That  a  copy  of  the  freedom  of 
this  city,  with  the  relblution  of  the 
court  inferted  therein,  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  Right  FJon.  Sir  Flet¬ 
cher  Norton,  in  a  gold  box,  of 
the  value  of  50  guineas,  and  the 
lord-mayor  was  defired  to  provide 
the  fame. 

The  following  bills  re-  ^  , 
ceived  the  royal  affent  by 
com  million  : 

Bill  to  prevent  frauds  by  the 
venders  of  tea,  detrimental  to  the 
revenues  of  excife. 

Bill  for  allowing  a  drawback  on 
tea  exported  to  Ireland. 

Bill  for  regifterjng  the  grants  of 
life-annuities,  and  for  the  better 
proteftion  of  infants  againft  fuch 
grants. 

Bill  to  diftblve  the  marriage  of 
Earl  Tyrconnel  from  his  now  wife, 
and  to  enable  him  to  marry  again. 

Bill  to  enable  the  lords  of  the 
treafiiry  to  compound  for  a  debt 
due  to  the  crown. 
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Bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  further  li- 
JTiited  time,  the  importation  of  fo¬ 
reign -wrouorht  filks  and  velvets. 

.  O' 

Bill  to  fecure  to  engravers  their 
property  in  the  engraving  branch. 

Bill  to  extend  tne  provifions  of 
an  a(?c  for  negociating  promifTory 
notes,  and  inland  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  to  a  certain  fura. 

Bill  iOr  allowing  certain  quan¬ 
tities  of  wheat  to  be  exported  to 
the  Wed;  Indies. 

And  to  feveral  inclofure  and  pri¬ 
vate  bills. 

T^iis  day  the  fedions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bade  y,  when  James  Lucas 
and  joleph  Harris,  for  felonioufly 
adauUiag  Robert  Hughes  in  the 
lilington  ftage-coach,  on  the  high¬ 
way,  near  the  Shepherd  and  She- 
pherdels,  and  robbing  him  of  two 
half  guineas  and  ys.  received  fen- 
tence  of  death.  Rour  were  ordered 
to  hard  labour  on  board  the  ballad- 
lighters,  in  cleanfing  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Thames,  for  three 
years ;  five  were  branded  in  the 
hand,  one  of  whom  was  convifted 
of  manflaughter ;  two  to  be  im- 
pri Toned  in  Newgate,  and  two  in 
Clerkenwell  Bridewell ;  four  were 
fen te need  to  hard  labour  three  years 
in  Bridewell  j  one  to  be  publicly 
whipped  ;  nine  privately  whipped, 
and  twenty  difeharged  by  procla¬ 
mation. 

,  The  lord-mayor  held  a 
wardmote  at  Tallovv-chan- 
dlers-hali,  for  the  eleftion  of  an 
alderman  of  Dowgate-ward,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  W^alter  Rawlinfon, 
who  has  refigned ;  when  John 
Kart,  Efq;  dry-falier,  in  Thames- 
dreet,  was  duly  elefted  without 
eppolition. 

^  This  night’s  Gazette 

contains  an  addrefs  of  the 

3. 


general  alfembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  to  his  majefty. 

teterjhurghy  Wtay  i.  There  has 
lately  been  publilhed  here  a  ftate 
of  the  produce  of  the  cuiloms  of  this 
and  other  trading  cities  in  this 
empire  for  a  term  of  thirty  years, 
which  fhews  the  prodigious  in- 
creafe  in  our  commerce  and  fi¬ 
nances.  In  1724  the  cufioms  of 
this  capital  produced  only  10,33 ij 
roubles,  the  year  following  they 
were  doubled  ;  in  two  years  after 
they  amounted  to  84,695  roubles, 
and  in  i  7  26  they  exceeded  1 00,000. 
From  particular  events  they  fell  in 
1741  to  I  i  ,000,  but  in  1752  they 
produced  203,734,  years 

after  they  amounted  to  768,058 
roubles;  at  length,  in  1757,  the 
cufloms  brought  in  1,000,713  rou¬ 
bles,  and  we  make  no  doubt,  as 
our  commerce  has  doubly  increaled 
fince,  the  fum  produced  is  in  a  like 
proportion.  The  above  is  only  an 
account  of  the  cullom-houfe  duties 
for  this  city.  From  the  detail  in 
the  above  account  it  appears  that 
cur  exports  greatly  exceed  our  im¬ 
ports,  confequently  the  balance  of 
trade  is  greatly  in  our  faveur  ;  and 
particularly  fiiice  1757  our  exports 
have  in  a  greater  degree  exceeded 
our  imports  than  before  that  period, 
vvhicli  has  brought  into  our  coun¬ 
try  great  riches,  and  we  have  car¬ 
ried  on  many  branches  of  bufinefs 
heretofore  unknown  in  this  coun¬ 
try. 

7'he  pope  has  figned  an  edift, 
dated  the  9th  of  laft  month,  which 
W'ill  render  his  reign  ever  memora¬ 
ble,  as  it  lends  to  remove  the 
fhackles  with  which  commerce  w^as 
burthened  by  the  vaft  duties  the 
lords  of  the  ecclefiaflical  hate  raifed 
upon  merebandife  pafiing  through 
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iHeir  territories,  which  often  made 
common  necclTaries  very  dear.  But 
this  edidl  will  be  much  murmured 
at,  as  many  great  families  lofe  by 

k. 

LENT  ASSIZE  S- 

x^tNorthampton, William  Snow, 
convided  of  murder  at  the  lalt 
fummer  alfizes  for  this  county 
(but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges,  his  crime  amounting  to 
manflaughter  only)  vvas  branded  in 
tlie  hand,  and  is  to  be  conlinedtiil 
the  i6th  of  July  next. 

Ac  Reading,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Bedford,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Huntingdon,  i  condemed, 
but  reprieved. 

i^t  Worceller,  3  condemed,  two 
of  whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge,  i  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  11  were  con¬ 
demned,  and  left  for  execution. 

At  Shafceibury,  3  were  con¬ 
demned,  and  4  reprieved. 

At  the  above  alTize  a  caufe  was 
tried  between  two  perfons  of  Hor- 
nifham,  in  Wilts.  The  aclion 
was  brought  for  the  recovery  o!  a 
fum  of  money,  which  the  defend¬ 
ant  had  received  at  various  times, 
in  thecouj'le  of  12  years,  from  the 
plaintiff’s  wife.  -  During  a  dan¬ 
gerous  illccfs,  when  her  life  was 
defpaired  of,  the  wife  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff  told  her  hulband,  that  ffie 
could  not  die  in  peace  without  di¬ 
vulging  to  him  a  lecret  which  had 
long  made  her  very  uncafy,  viz. 
thatfhe  had  had  a  connection  with 
the  defendant,  and  had  given  him, 
itt  diflerent  opportunities,  the  fum 


of4iol.  5s.  for  the  purpofe  of  ma¬ 
king  a  provifion  lor  her  fon  Jfaac. 
After  a  full  hearing,  the  jury, 
without  going  out  of  court,  gave  a 
verdiCl  for  the  plaintiff,  and  or¬ 
dered  the  defendant  to  pay  back 
the  whole  money,  with  cohs  of 
fuir. 

r 

At  Gloocefter  allizes,  Jofeph 
Armftrong  vvas  tried  for  petty  trea- 
fon,  in  poifoning  his  maffer’s  lady, 
Mrs.  A’Court.  The  pri loner  was 
hired  into  the  family  by  Captain 
A’Court,  and  Haorily  after  attend¬ 
ed  his  mailer  and  millrefs  to  Chel¬ 
tenham.  The  lady  had  expreffed 
her  dihike  at  the  prifoner’s  con¬ 
duit,  and  had  intimated  a  vvilh 
that  he  might  be  difeharged  from 
their  fervicc.  This  being  known 
to  Arinilrong,  he  determined  on 
revenge,  and  by  infufing  fmall, 
quantities  of  arfenic  into  his  lady^s 
tea,  fne  contracted  a  diforder  which 
carried  her  off  in  ten  days.  The 
jury  found  him  guilty. 

,At  the  above  affizes,  5  other  pri- 
foners  (among  whom  were  two  re¬ 
markable  female  horfe-ftealers)  were 
condemned,  one  of  whom  only  was 
refpited.  On  the  morning  on 
which  the  other  vvas  to  be  executed, 
fhe  hungherielf  with  a  leather  girth 
in  her  apartment.  She  requeued 
to  be  left  a  few  minutes  by  her- 
felf,  and  on,  the  return  of  her 
friends  (he  was  dead. 

At  Aylefbury,  James  Pace,  a 
boy  about  thirteen  years  old,  was 
capitally  convicted  for  horle-lteal- 
ine;  but  has  fince  received  his 
majelly’s  pardon,  on  condition  of 
lervinrr  on  board  a  man  of  war. 

O  ' 

At  Norwich,  John  Rye  received  ' 
fentence  of  death  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Jofeph  Snelling  ;  two 
other  prifoners  were  capitally  con- 
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l  ifted  ;  one  of  whom  was  ordered 
for  execution,  the  other  was  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Kingfton  upon  Thames,  6 
were  capitally  convifted,  and  all 
reprieved. 

At  Lincoln,  James  Lee  was  con¬ 
vifted  of  burglary  on  two  feparate 
indiftments,  and  left  for  execu¬ 
tion. 

At  Cheder,  one  Sam.  Thorley, 
a  butcher’s  follower,  for  the  wil¬ 
ful  murder  of  Ann  Smith,  a  ballad- 
hnger,  about  22  years  of  age.  He 
decoyed  her,  lay  with  her,  mur¬ 
dered  her,  cut  her  to  pieces,  and 
eat  part  of  her.  The  circumftances 
are  too  Ihocking  to  relate.  He 
w'as  convifted,  and  has  lince  been 
hung  in  chains. 

At  Hertford,  10  were  capitally 
convifted,  fix  of  whom  were  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Wincheder,  4  condemned, 
and  2  executed. 

At  Maiddone,  3  were  capitally 
convifted,  2  of  whom  were  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  the  fame  affize  came  on  the 
trial  of  Jofeph  Stackpoole,  Efq; 
who  was  indifticd  upon  the  Black 
Aft,  for  fhooting  at  a  Mr.  Parker, 
in  March  1776,  at  the  Bull  inn, 
Hartford  ;  when  after  a  long  trial 
he  was  acquitted. 

At  Pool,  a  woman  was  con¬ 
demned  for  dealing  a  mare. 

AtLeiceder,  William  Mee,  late 
of  Loughborough,  viftualler,  was 
tried  and  found  guilty  of  murder¬ 
ing  his  wife,  and  afterwards  exe¬ 
cuted. 

At  Ipfwich,  Edmund  Eadce  was 
capitally  convifted  of  aiding  and 
adiding  in  the  murder  of  Jofeph 
Harpur,  He  immediately  received 
fentence  of  death,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  executed. 


William  Maddox,  alias  Boulton, 
who  was  capitally  convifted  at 
Len^  aflizes,  1773,  for  a  burglary, 
and  efcaped  from  Ipfwich  gaol 
while  under  fentence  of  death,  was 
remanded  back  to  fufFer  according 
to  his  former  fentence. 

At  Exeter,  12  received  fentence 
of  death. 

At  Eaft  Grinflead,  3  were  con¬ 
demned,  butrefpited. 

At  Oxford  affizes,  John  Peter 
Le  Matre,  alias  Matra,  was  tried 
for  robbing  the  Afhmolean  Mufeum 
of  divers  gold  medals,  a  Queen 
Anne’s  five-guinea'piece,  and  two 
gold  chains.  It  appeared  in  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  prifoner  was  firft 
apprehended  in  Ireland;  that  two 
of  the  medals  were  found  at  bis 
lodgings,  in  the  draw'ers  of  a  bu¬ 
reau  of  which  he  had  the  ufe  :  that 
a  third  w'as  found  fakened  to  the 
fide  of  his  waiflcoat,  like  the  en- 
fign  of  a  honorary  order,  which 
he  wore,  as  a  badge,  to  give  him 
confequence.  He  was  convifted 
on  the  cleared  evidence ;  but  it 
feems  the  crime  did  not  amount  to 
a  capital  felony  ;  and  he  was  fen- 
tenced  to  work  on  the  Thames  for 
five  years. 


JUNE. 

This  day,  by  virtue  of  a  , 
comniiiHpn  from  his  majedy,  ’ 
the  following  bills  received  the 
royal  adent,  viz. 

The  bill  for  raifing  a  fura  by 
loans  on  exchequer- bills. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  clande- 
dine  praftice  of  unfhipping  goods 
from  on  board  Ead-India  Ihips. 

The  bill  for  fe  curing  the  duties 
on  foap  and  rum  imported  from  the 
colonies. 


The 
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The  bill  for  allowing  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  tobacco-pipe  clay  to 
the  Weil-Tndia  Ijflands. 

The  bill  for  fettling  the  hours  of 
labour,  and  the  prices  of  taking 
apprentices,  in  the  hat-manufac¬ 
tory. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  callico- 
printers  and  dyers  to  employ  jour¬ 
neymen  who  have  not  ferved  a  re¬ 
gular  apprenticefhip  to  the  faid 
trade. 

The  bill  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  the  game  in  Scotland. 

The  bill  for  a  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  feamen  for  manning 
the  royal  navy.  * 

The  bill  to  inlarge  the  powers 
of  an  a<5l,  for  making  a  navigable 
cut  or  canal,  from  the  fiver  Dee 
near  Cheiler,  to  Nantwich  and 
Middlewich,  in  Chelhire. 

The  bill  for  regulating  the  du¬ 
ties  on  damaged  currants  and 
prunes  imported. 

And  to  feveral  other  public  and 
private  bills. 

A  new  pleafure-boat,  conftrufled 
of  Iheet-iron,  was  lately  launched 
into  the  river  Fofs,  in- Yorklliire. 
She  is  twelve  feet  long,  failed 
with  !  i;  perfons,  and  is  fo  light 
that  two  men  may  carry  her. 

The  grand  canal  from 

*  Leeds  to  Liverpool  was  open¬ 
ed  into  the  river  Aire  at  the  former 
place,  amidll  fuch  a  concourfe  of 
people  as  was  never  feeii  in  that 
town  before  ;  fome  computed  them 
at  20,oro,  and  ethers  at  30,000., 
This  day  his  majefty  went 
in  Hate  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  gave  the  royal  affent  to  the 
following  bills : 

The  bill  for  granting  a  certain 
fum  out  of  the  finking  fund,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

Forraifing  a  certain  fum  by  an¬ 


nuities,  and  for  ellablilhing  a  lot¬ 
tery. 

For  granting  a  duty  on  all  male 
fervants. 

F^or  granting  certain  duties  on 
audfioneers,  See. 

For  building  a  new  fliire-hall 
and  gaol  in  Weftmoreland. 

For  promoting  the  refidence  of 
parochial  clergy. 

For  allowing  coils  to  conllables, 
&c.  attending  quarter- fe  Hi  on  s. 

For  building  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Severn,  near  Glouceller,  &c. 

For  continuing  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  making  indigo  in  the 

o  o 

plantations,  See. 

For  enlarging  the  time  appointed 
for  the  firft  meeting  of  the  commif- 
fioners  for  putting  in  execution 
certain  adls  of  this  feffion. 

For  enabling  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  to  compound 
a  debt  due  to  the  crown. 

And  to  feveral  private  bills ; 
after  which  his  majelly  made,  a 
moil  gracious  fpeech,  and  pro¬ 
rogued  the  parliament  to  2illof 
July  next. 

I'his  day  a  .caufe  of  great 
confequence  to  the  inhabi-  * 
tants  of  Old-llreet,  and  parts  ad¬ 
jacent,  was  determined  in  the 
court  of  King’s-bench.  The  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  the  mefienger, 
carrying  letters  from  the  penny- 
poll-ofKce  in  London,  had  a  right 
to  demand  of  faid  inhabitants  a 
penny  for  the  delivery  of  each  let¬ 
ter,  over  and  above  the  penny  paid 
at  the  poll' office.  The  caufe  turn¬ 
ed  upon  the  defeription  of  the 
fuburbs  of  London,  and  whether 
Old-fireet  was  within  that  deferip- 
tion.  The  court  was  of  opinion, 
that  all  the  llreets  and  houfes  ad¬ 
joining  and  contiguous  to  the  city 
of  London,  and  joining  together 
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l>y  one  contiguous  range  of  houfes, 
muii:  be  deeixied  fuburbs,  .and  con- 
ie.qnently  exempt  from  the  penny 
contended  for. 

The  fame  day  another  qoeftion 
of  great  importance  to  the  commer- 
ciai  part  of  this  kingdom  was  de¬ 
cided.  An  afiion  was  brought 
againil  certain  owners  of  a  drip, 
for  debts  contrafted  by  the  mafter, 
during  his  voyage.  The  owners 
refnfed  paying  the  demands,  on. 
the  grounds  of  fuch  debts  being 
linneceffarily  contradled ;  but  it 
appeared  to  the  court,  that  they 
V(/ere  not  only  neceffary,  but  abfo- 
lotely  impofiible  to  be  avoided ; 
and  therefore  the  owners  bound  to 
pay.  Lord  Mansfield's  doftrine 
gave  greater  latitude  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  creditors  on  owners  of 
fhips,  for  debts  contracted  by  the 
Captains.  All  expences  incurred 
by  the  Captains,  on  account  of  the 
fliip,  crew,  or  cargo,  his  lordfiiip 
coiiiidered  the  owners  as  the  only 
perfons  to  whom  the  creditors 
could  dy  for  relief. 

Capt.  Kirke  was  ferved  vAth  an 
aflion,  by  the  city  folicitor,  for 
illegally  imprefkng  the  city  water¬ 
man  :  by  this  mode  of  trying  the 
grand  queftion  of  the  right  of  raif- 
ing  an  armament  by  forcing  the 
fubje^l  into  a  difagreeable  fervice, 
a  jury,  and  not  the  judge,  will 
have  the  power  of  decifion. 

2th  long  depending 

'  caufe  refpefting  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  mufick,  was  finally  de¬ 
termined  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  in  confequence  of  an  iffue 
directed  out  of  chancery  :  The 
queftion  was,  whether  mufick  came 
under  the  ifatute  of  queen  Anne, 
regulating  literary  property  f  Af¬ 
ter  hearing  a  fhort  argument  againfl 
inufick’s  being  within  the  Uw, 


Lord  Mansfield  exprcfTed  his  fur- 
prize  how  a  gentleman  could  think 
of  making  a  diflin(!dion.  So  that 
mufical  and  literary  property  now 
Hand  upon  the  fame  ground. 

The  Iheriffs,  attended  by 
the  city  remembrancer,  pre- 
fented  to  his  majeky  the  petition 
from  the  city  of  London  in  favour 
of  Dr.  Dodd,  another  petition  from 
the  Magdalen  charity  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  queen  ;  as  was  one  from 
Mrs.  Dodd,  delivered  by  herfelf. 
Another  petition  was  afterwards 
prefented  by  Lord  P^rcy,  figned 
by  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Wekoiiniler. 

The  attorney  general,  fo-  , 
iicitor  general,  and  Mr.  ' 
Cull,  came  into  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench  to  fupport  the  admiralty  in 
detaining.  Millachip,  who  was 
impreOed.  The  return  of  the  ha¬ 
beas  corpus  being  read,  Mr.  Dim- 
ning  got  up  and  informed  the 
court,  that  he  was  not  prepared  at 
that  time  to  debate  the  queftion  ; 
and  tkat  Serjeant  Glynn  was  ab- 
fent  upon  bufinefs  in  the  city. 
Lord  Mansfteld  entered  very  fully 
into  the  prefent  mode  of  making 
returns  to  the  writs  of  habeas  cor¬ 
pus,  which,  he  faid,  being  gene¬ 
ral,  prevented  the  court  from  a  le¬ 
gal  difcuflion  of  the  reafons  upon 
which  the  writ  was  granted,  and 
fuggefted  a  mode  by  which  the  fub- 
je^  could  more  effedlually  get  re¬ 
lief  by  inferring  in  the  return  a 
negative  to  the  point  contended 
for ;  this,  he  faid,  would  bring 
the  queftion  fully  before  the  court, 
which  was  not  to  be  done  by  a  ge¬ 
neral  return.  He  recommended 
this  to  the  confideration  of  the 
gentlemen  within  the  bar.  Mr. 
Dunning  declared  his  intention  of 
going  upon  two  grounds ;  firft,  the 
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l^eneral  queftion  of  imprefling ; 

lecondly,  the  particular  exemption 

of  Mr.  Millachip,  as  being  of  the 

Livery.  The  motion  Hands  over 

to  a  further  dav. 

✓ 

„  V  Early  yeflerday  morning  the 
*  King  of  Sweden,  under  the 
title  of  Count  of  Gothland,  arrived 
in  a  galley  at  Cronfladt,  attended  by 
the  counts  Scheffer  and  Pofle,  Ge¬ 
neral  I'rolle  who  commanded  the 
'galley,  two  chamberlains  and  a  fe- 
cretary  ;  and  landing  at  Oranien- 
baum,  proceeded  with  Baron  Nol- 
ken  to  Peterfburgh,  where  he  did 
Count  Panin  the  honour  of  a  vifit, 
and  afterwards  dined  at  Baron 
Nolken’s  with  Count  Panin,  who 
fet  out  immediately  after  dinner 
for  Zarfeo  Zelo  to  announce  the 
arrival  of  the  Count  of  Gothland, 
whom  Baron  Nolken  attended  thi¬ 
ther.  The  emprefs  received  her 
illuftrious  vifitor  with  every  mark 
of  friendlhip  ;  and  prefented  the 
Great  Duke  and  Duchefs  to  him. 
After  going  to  the  play,  and  Hip¬ 
ping  with  her  imperial  majefly, 
the  count  returned  to  town,  and 
lodoed  at  Baron  Nolken’s. 

O  ^ 

1  His  excellency  the  Neapoli- 

iQth.  I  j  ^  I  J  • 

tan  ambalfador  was  attacked  in 
his  carriage,  in  Grofvenor-fquare, 
by  four  loot  pads,  one  of  whom  p re¬ 
lented  apiilol  to  his  coachman,  two 
more  one  to  each  of  the  footmen, 
while  the  fourth  robbed  his  excel¬ 
lency  of  his  gold  watch  and  mo¬ 
ney.  They  attempted  to  take  his 
ring;  but  as  it  could  not  eafily 
be  got  off  his  Anger, 'they  ofl'ered 
no  violence,  but  made  their  efcape 
without  it. 

,  This  day  a  common-hall 
vvas  held  at  Guildhall  for 
the  eledtion  of  Sheriffs,  Chamber- 
fain,  and  other  oilicers,  for  the 
year  enfuing  ;  when  Mr,  Wagner, 


hatter  in  Pall-mall,  and  Mr. 
p'ranks,  merchant  in  this  city, 
were  elected  Sheriffs  without  oppo- 
fition. 

Next  came  on  the  eleftion  for 
Chamberlain  ;  the  candidates  were 
Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  and  Benja¬ 
min  Hopkins,  Efq;  the  late  Cham¬ 
berlain,  when  the  Sheriffs  declared 
the  majority  of  hands  to  be  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Elopkins  ;  but  a  poll 
was  demanded  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  which  began  at  three 
o’clock,  and  clofed  at  five  that 
evening. 

An  alarm  vvas  given  to 
the  king,  in  going  to  the  ^ 
theatre  in  the  Play- market,  by  a 
mad-woman,  who  broke  the  glafs 
of  his  majefly’s  chair,  and  threa¬ 
tened  other  violence  ;  but  was  in- 
llantly  feized  and  confined. 

The  new  alliance  between  France 
and  the  Svvifs  Cantons  was  this  day 
ratified. 

A  remonflrance  has  been  Tent, 
within  thefe  few  days,  to  the  court 
of  P'rance,  and  to  the  Hapue,  re- 
fpedting  the  allillance  afforded  the 
xHmericans,  by  their  fubjeefs  trad¬ 
ing  with  them,  and  giving  them  to 
underiland  that  the  iliips  of  any 
power  fo  trading  will  be  made 
prizes  of. 

This  day  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Dodd  was  carried,  in  a 
mourning-coach,  attended  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Villette,  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey, 
from  Newgate  to  the  place  of  exe* 
cation. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  coach 
at  the  place  of  execution,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Villette,  the  Ordinary,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Dobey,  got  out  of 
the  carriage,  and  went  with  Dr. 
Dodd  into  the  cart,  where  they 
prayed  by  him,  and  after  fome  fur- 
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ther  time  fpent  in  prayer,  by  him- 
felf,  he  took  an  afFedionate  leave 
of  the  above  clergymen  :  he  then 
put  on  a  cap,  and  pulled  it  over 
his  eyes,  and  with  the  other  con- 
vid  was  turned  off.  The  time  the 
4o£lor  was  in  the  cart  was  about 
half  an  hour.  He  behaved  through 
the  whole  with  great  fortitude. 

Some  Account  of  the  Charq-e  exhtbitcd 
againji  Mr.  Platt,  no^  in  New¬ 
gate,  for  ^reajon^  ifc. 

He  was  one  of  eight  or  ten  men 
who  failed  in  a  ichooner  from 
Georgia,  by  order  of  the  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs,  to  ftop  Capt.  Mait¬ 
land’s  fhip,  bound  for  St.  Au- 
guftine,  in  Florida,  and  to  take 
out  of  her  fome  powder  and  arms  ; 
which  amount 

of  250  barrels,  and  feveral  cheds  of 
arms,  &c. — 1  his  pov/der  and  arms 
they  landed  at  fome  port  in  Geor¬ 
gia,  then  ih  oppohdon  to  govern¬ 
ment. — Mr.  Platt  was  afterwards, 
by  authority  of  the  Congrefs^  en¬ 
gaged  in  carrying  on  a  contraband 
trade  with  fome  of  the  French  or 
Dutch  inlands  ;  in  the  profecution 
of  which  he  was  taken  by  one  of 
Admiral  Gayton’s  fquadron,  and 
carried  into  Jamaica,  where  his 
fliip  and  cargo  were  condemned, 
and  himfelf  fent  to  prifon,  to  an- 
fwer  a  charge  laid  againll  him,  for 
carrying  on  a  correfpondence  with 
his  ‘majedy’s  enemies,  feveral  let¬ 
ters  having  been  found  in  his  pof- 
feffion,  directed  to  the  Congrefs  at 
Georgia  and  Charles-town. — On 
a  hearing  before  a  proper  court  and 
judges,  alTen-ibled  for  this  bufinefs, 
nothing  material  was  found  againll 
him  :  but  as  the  carrvinp-  on  fuch 
buhnefs  w’lth  Congreffes  was  a  new 
offence,  it  was  judged  proper  to 
fend  him  home  to  England,  witii^ 
all  the  letters  and  papers  in  quef- 
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tion — When  he  came  to  England, 
he  was  committed  to  Porrfmouth 
prifon,  until  the  matter  was  pro¬ 
perly  enquired  into ;  and  nothing 
lUll  appearing  that  would  affe6l  ei¬ 
ther  his  life  or  liberty,  he  was  dif- 
charged,  with  an  offer  of  his  paf- 
fage  back  to  America.  This  he 
relufed  ;  and  demanded  a  copy  of 
the  warrant  of  commitment,  in  or¬ 
der  to  proceed  againll  thofe  w'ho 
had  a  hand  in  confining  him. 
Upon  his  application  for  this,  it 
was  judged  prope’*  to  commit  him 
to  prifon,  on  the  evidence  of  two 
of  Capt.  Maitland’s  men,  to  an- 
fwer  for  the  charge  of  treafon  and 
piracy  committed  on  board  his 
Flip  off  Georgia  bar,  in  North- 
America,  as  the  words  of  his 
mittimus  fet  forth. 

PariSf  May  6.  Letters  patent 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  parlia¬ 
ment  refpeding  a  loan  of  ten  mil¬ 
lions,  borrowed  at  Genoa,  at  a  low 
interell,  but  which  that  Republic 
be  regidered  by  the 

Berlin.^  May  ip.  The  king,  wil¬ 
ling  to  eternize  the  memory  of  fuck 
of  his  generals  as  fignalized  tliein- 
felves,  and  loft  their  lives  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  Country,  has  refolv- 
ed  to  erefl  their  ftatues  in  marble 
in  this  capital,  in  a  place  fixed  on 
by  his  majefty.  That  of  General 
'Swerin  is  already  erefled  ;  Gene¬ 
ral  Winderfeldt’s  will  be  placed 
oppofire;  and  the  Generals  Kleill 
and  Keith  will'foon  be  placed  near 
them. 

Died,  Capt.  James  Gilchrill,  of 
the  navy,  lie  was  eminently  dif- 
tinguiihed  for  his  valour  in  the  laft: 
war  with  F'rance  and  Spain,  when 
he  commanded  his  majefty’s  fhip 
the  Southampton. 

Mrs.  Jane  Davis,  a  maiden  lady, 

aged 


requires  fh 
parliament. 
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ed  1 13  years,  at  Hackney.  She 
IS  born  in  the  reig;n  of 'Kin 
harles  the  fecond,  and  enjoyed 
me  poft  under  Queen  Anne.  She 
ined  all  her  lenies  peiTedl  to  the 
:1, 

Mrs.  Margaret  Baife,  a  widow 
]y,  at  Stockwell,  in  Surry,  aged 

'7* 

J  U  L  Y. 

This  day  came  on  to  be 
tried,  before  the  Lord  Chief 
dice  Mansfield,  a  caufe,  the  mod 
traordinary  that,  perhaps,  ever 
ppened  in  this  or  any  other 
jntry,  relpeding  the  fex  of  the 
levalicr  D’Eon,  formerly  am- 
iTador  from  France  to  the  court 
England,  &c. 

The  aft  ion  was  brought  by  Mr. 
lyes,  farga)n,  in  Leicefter-'fields, 
ainft  one  Jacques,  a  broker  and 
der- writer,  for  the  recovery  of 
hundred  pounds  ^  the  faid  Mr 
:ques  having,  about  fix  years 
D,  received  premiums  of  fifteen 
ineas  per  cent,  for  every  one  of 
ich  he  flood  engaged  to  return 
hundred  gubieas^  whenever  it 
>uld  be  proved  that  the  Cheva- 
r  D’Eon  was  actually  a  woman. 
Mr.  Buller  opened  the  caufe  as 
infel  for  Mr.  Hayes.  He  fiated 
:  fairnefs  of  the  iranfaftion,  and 
:  jufiifiable  nature  of  the  de- 
,nd,  as  Mr.  Hayes,  the  plain- 
',  thought  himfelf  now  to  be  in 
ffeffion  of  that  proof  which 
luld  determine  the  fex  of  the 
evalier  D’Eon,  and  for  ever 
der  the  cafe  indifpucable. 
m  proof  of  the  faft,  Mr.  Le 
ux,  a  furgeon,  was  the  firft  wit¬ 
's  called.  He  gave  his  tefiimo- 
to  the  following  effeft  : 


[18$ 

That  he  had  been  acquainted 
vx'ith  the  Chevalier  D’l^on  from 
the  time  when  the  Due  de  Niver- 
nois  refided  in  England  in  quality 
of  ambafiador  from  the  court  of 
h  ranee  —  i  hat,  to  his  certain 
knowledge,  the  perfon  called  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon  was  a  woman.” 

Being  clofily  interrogated  by  the 
counfcl  fqr  the  defendant,  as  to 
the  mode  of  his  acquiring  fuch  a 
degree  of  certainty  relative  to  the 
fex  of  the  party,  Mr.  De  Goux 
gave  this  fatisfaftory  account  of  the 
matter : 

“  That,  about  five  years  ago., 
he  was  called  in  by  the  Chevalier 
D’Eon,  to  lend  his  profefilonal  aid 
for  her  affifiance---That  the  Che¬ 
valier  D’Eon,  unfortunately  fop 
herfelf  as  well  as  her  fex,  labour¬ 
ed,  at  that  time,  under  a  diforder 
which  rendered  an  examination  of 
the  afflifted  part  abfolutely  ne-cef- 
fary— That  this  examination  led 
of  courfe  to  that  difeovery  of  the 
fex  of  which  Mr.  Le  Goux  was 
now  enabled  to  give  fuch  fatisfafto¬ 
ry  teftimony,” 

The  fecond  witnefs  called  on 
the  part  of  the  plain  tiff  was  Mr. 
De  Morande.  He  fwore,  “  that, 
fo  long  ago  as  the  3d  of  July,  1774, 
the  Chevalier  D’Eon  made  a  free 
dildoiure  of  her  fex  to  the  witnefs 
— 1  hat  Ihe  had  even  proceeded  fo 
far  as  to  dilplay  her  bofom  on  the 
occalion — That,  in  confeque-nce  of 
this  difeiofure  of  fex,  fhe,  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon,  had  exhibited, 
the  contents  of  her  female  ward¬ 
robe,  which  coiifilled  of  facques, 
petticoats,  and  ocher  habiliments 
calculated  for  feminine  ufe — That, 
on  the  faid  3d  day  of  July,  1774, 
the  witnefs  paid  a  morning-vific 
to  the  Chevalier  D’Eon,  and,  find¬ 
ing  her  in  bed,  accolbed  her  in  a 
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ftile  of  gallantry  refpeftlng  her 
fex — That  fo  far  from  being  ol- 
fended  with  this  freedom,  the  faid 
chevalier  delired  the  witnefs  to  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  to  her  bed,  and  then 
permitted  him  to  have  manual 
proof  of  her  being  in  truth  a  very 
woman,” 

Mr.  Mansfield,  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  pleaded  that  this 
was  one  of  thofe  gambling,  inde¬ 
cent,  and  unnecefiary  cales,  that 
ought  never  to  be  permitted  to 
come  into  a  court  of  juftice  ;  that, 
befides  the  inutility  and  indecency 
of  the  cafe,  the  plaintiff  had  taken 
advantage  of  his  client,  being  in 
pofielfion  of  intelligence  that  ena¬ 
bled  him  to  lay  with  greater  cer¬ 
tainty,  although  with  fuch  great 
odds  on  his  fide  ;  that  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  at  the  time  of  laying  the  wager, 
knew  that  the  court  of  France 
treated  with  the  chevalier  as  a  wo¬ 
man,  to  grant  her  a  penfion  ;  and 
that  the  French  court  muff  have 
fome  flrong  circumlfances  to  im¬ 
bibe  that  idea,  therefore  he  hoped 
the  jury  would  reprobate  fuch  wa¬ 
gers.  The  defendant’s  counfel  did 
not  attempt  to  contradidf  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  evidence,  by  proving  the  maf- 
culine  ge;:id@r.^  ' 

Lord  Mansfield  expreffed  his  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  whole  tranfaclion, 
and  the  more  fo,  their  bringing  it 
into  a  court  of  juflice,  when  it 
might  have  been  fettled  elfevvhere, 
vvifhing  it  had  been  in  his  power, 
in  concurrence  with  the  jury,  to 
have  made  both  parties  lofe ;  but 
as  the  law  had  not  exprefsiy  prohi¬ 
bited  it,  and  the  wager  was  laid, 
the  queffion  before  them  was,  who 
had  won?  Idis  lordfiaip  obferved, 
that  the  indecency  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing  arofe  more  from  the  unnccef- 
la-ry  (^uefUons  a&ed^  than  from  the 


N  I  C  L  E. 

cafe  itfelf;  that  the  witnefTes  had 
declared  they  perfeflly  knew  the 
Chevalier  D’Eon  to  be  a  woman  ; 
if  fire  is  not  a  woman,  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  perjured  ;  there  was,  there¬ 
fore,  no  need  of  enquiring  how 
and  by  what  methods  they  knew  it, 
which  was  all  the  indecency. 

As  to  the  fraud  fuggefled,  of  the 
plaintiff’s  knowing  more  than  the 
defendant,  he  feemed  to  think 
there  was  no  foundation  for  it. 
His  lord  drip  then  recited  a  wager 
.  entered  into  by  two  gentlemen  in 
his  own  prefence,  about  the  dimen- 
fions  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  for 
lool.  One  of  the  gentlemen  faid, 
“  I  will  not,  deceive  you;  I  tell 
you  fairly  I  have  been  there,  and 
meafured  it  myfelf.”  “  Well  (fays 
the  other)  and  do  you  think  I 
would  be  fuch  a  fool  as  to  lay  if  I 
had  not  meafured  it  ?---!  will  lay 
for  all  that.” 

His  lord  drip  then  went  on  to 
Hate  to  the  jury,  that  this  chevalier 
had  publickly  appeared  as  a  man, 
had  been  employed  by  the  court  of 
France  as  a  man,  as  a  military 
man,  in  a  civil  office,  and  as  a  mi- 
nifter  of  ftate  here  and  in  Ruffia ; 
that  there  was  all  .  the  prefumption 
againfl  the  plaintiff,  and  the  c?ms 
probandi  lay  upon  him,  which 
might,  never  have  been  come  at ; 
for  it  appeared,  the  only  propofi- 
tion  of  a  difeovery  of  fex  that  had 
been  made  to  the  chevalier,  by 
fome  gentlemen  upon  an  excurfion, 
had  been  refen  ted  by  D’Eon,  who 
had  inilantly  quitted  their  company 
on  that  account;  it  might,  there¬ 
fore  have  never  been  in  his  power 
to  have  proved  his  wager,  but  for 
fome  accidental  quarrels  between 
D’Eon  and  fome  of  her  coun¬ 
try  men.  His  lordffiip  was  there¬ 
fore  of  opinion,  that  the  jury 
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would  find  a  verdidl  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdidl  for  the  plaintiff, 
700I.  and  40s. 

I’he  fame  day  a  court  of  rdder- 
men  was  held  at  Guilclliall  when 
Sir  Ch.  Afgill  rcligned  his  gown 
as  alderman  of  Canolewick  ward. 
Sir  Charles  Algill  was  chofen  al¬ 
derman  in  the  year  1749. 

Mr.  Wagner,  citizen  and  haber- 
dafher,  lately  elefted  fheriff,  paid 
his  fine  to  be  excufed  from  fervine 
the  laid  office ;  and  Mr.  Hodgfon 
attended  on  behalf  of  IVIr.  Franks, 
and  produced  a  commiffion  from 
Lord  Percy,  appointing  him  de¬ 
puty  lieutenant  of  Middlefex,  in 
order  to  his  being  excufed  from 
the  office  of  fheriff,  which  plea  the 
court  would  not  allow,  and  order¬ 
ed  Mr.  Franks  to  attend  the  next 
court,  to  give  bond  to  take  on  him 
the  faid  office. 

j  Was  tried  before  Lord 
^  *  Mansfield,  and  a  I'peciai  jury, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  wherein  John 
Robinfon,  Efq;  fecretary  to  Lord 
North,  was  plaintiff,  and  Henry 
Sampfon  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer,  was  defendant. 
The  fubjedl  of  the  declaration  was 
a  letter  figned.  One  out  of  the 
Secrety  printed  in  the  Public  Ad¬ 
vertifer  of  7’hurlday,  May  29,  in 
which  feverai  liberties  were  taken 
with  the  plaintiff’s  charadler  j  the 
writer  not  only  pretty  roundly  af- 
ferting  that  Mr.  Robinfon  had  a 
fello^v -feeling  with  Meffrs.  Muir 
and  Atkinlofl,  in  their  contracts 
with  government ;  but  infinuating, 
in  ftrono-  terms,  that  Lord  North 
was  not  altogether  free  from  impu¬ 
tation  ;  and  that  as  in  criminal 
caufes,  the  a(5t;  of  the  fervanc  was 
confidered  in  the  courts  of  law  as 


the  atfl  of  the  mailer  ;  fo,  on  the 
ground  of  corruption,  if  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  fecretary  to  the  trea- 
fury  was  liable  to  a  challenge,  it 
was  fair  to  infer,  that  the  firit  lord 
of  that  board  was  a  proper  objedt 
of  lufpidon.  The  jury,  after  con - 
fidering  a  fhort  time,  found  the 
defendant  guilty  in  forty  {hillings 
damages,  and  colls  of  fait. 

At  twelve  o’clock,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  &c.  went 
upon  the  hufiings,  at  Guildhall, 
when  the  numbers  on  the  poll  of 
each  candidate  for  the  office  of 
chamberlain  w'cre  declared,  which 
were,  for  Mr.  Hopkins  2132,  for 
Mr.  Wilkes  1228,  upon  which  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  declared  duly  eleded; 
afterwards  the  lord  mayor  proceed¬ 
ed  to  St.  Michael’s  church,  Crook¬ 
ed-lane,  to  hold  a  wardmote  for 
the  eledlion'  of  an  alderman  of 
Candlewick-ward,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  Charles  Afgill,  who  has  refign- 
ed  his  gown,  when  Mr.  Wright, 
in  partnerffiip  with  Mr.  Gill,  fta- 
tioner,  in  Abchurch-Iane,  was 
eleded  without  oppofition. 

This  day  at  two  o’clock,  an  ex- 

prefs  came  to - Adair,  Efq;  in 

Argyle-llreet,  from  Rome,  with  an 
account  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Glouceller  lying  at  the 
point  of  death.  Mr.  Adair  im¬ 
mediately  waited  on  his  majefiy 
with  the  melancholy  account.  Flis 
majefiy  exprelfed  his  defire  for  Mr. 
Adair  and  Dr.  Jebb’s  fetting  out 
immediately  for  Rome,  to  render 
his  royal  brother  all  the  affillance 
in  their  power;  in  confequence  of 
which  they  both  fet  out  for  Rome 
that  evenine. 

O 

A  woman  was  convidled  at 
the  Guildhall,  Weflminller, 
for  going  in  man’s  deaths,  anrf 
being  married  to  three  different 

women 


CHRONICLE 


192] 

women  by  a  fisTlitious  name,  and 
for  defrauding  them  of  their  mo¬ 
ney  and  cioaths  i  She  was  fenten- 
ced  to  hand  in  the  pillory  at  Cha- 
ring-crofs,  and  -to  be  imprifoned 
fix  months. 

'  This  day  the  trials  ended  at 
7^^*  the  Old  Bailey,  wTen  Mr. 
Recorder  pail'ed  fentence  of  death 
upon  13  capital  convidls. 

Sarah  Thomas,  for  manilaugh- 
ter,  w'as  branded,  and  ordered  to 
be  imprifoned  three  months  in 
Newgate. 

One  was  fentehccd  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  on  the  Thames  for  fix  years, 
four  for  four  years,  and  ten  for 
three  years. 

Four  were  fentenced  to  hard  la¬ 
bour  in  the  houfe  of  correction  for 
-three -years. 

Twelve  were  branded  in  the 
hand  ;  four  of  whom  are  to  be  ini- 
prifoned  £x  months  in  Newgate 
(in  which  number  is  Mrs.  Well) 
-and  one  for  one  month  ;  one  for  a 
year  in  the  houfe  of  coireCtion,  hve 
-for  fix  months,  and  one  for  three 
months,  in  the  fame  prifon  ;  hve 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  27 
were  difcharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion. 

Lately  came  on  to  be  heard  be¬ 
fore  the  chancellor,  a  caufe  in 
•which  Sir  John  St.  Aubyn  was 
.v'omplainamt,  and  feveral  citizens 
defendants.  The  intent  of  plain¬ 
tiffs  bill  was  to  deftroy  feveral  an¬ 
nuity-bonds  entered  into  for  the 
benefit  of  the  defendants,  \yhen 
the  plaintiff*  was  but  17  years  of 
age,  a  fcholar  at  We  It  min  Her 
ifchool,  and  incapable  of  judging 
of  the  nature  of  the  fecurities  he 
was  induced  to  grants  In  order 
the  more  readily  to  obtain  the 
Inoneyhe  wanted  to  fupply  his  ex¬ 
travagancies,  he  procured  a  fchooL 


fellow  jufl  come  of  age  to  join  with 
him  in  the  bonds,  to  whom  he 
pledged  his  honour  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  every  fum  lo  borrowed  fo 
foon  as  he  fiiould  come  of  age. 
The  chancellor  direCled  the  matter 
to  take  an  account  of  all  monies 
really  advanced  ;  and  that,  on  the 
re-payment  of  fuch  fums,  with  in- 
tereil  for  the  fame  after  the  rate 
of  4  per  cent,  the  bonds,  fecuri¬ 
ties,  &c.  fliould  all  be  delivered 
up. 

Ferfailles,  'July  9.  Laft  Sunday 
the  Duke  of  Aubigny,  peer  of 
France,  duke  of  Richmond  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  of  Lennox  in  Scotland, 
had  the  honour  to  return  thanks  to 
his  majeffy  for  his  peerage,  regi-^ 
ftered  in  parliament  the  itf  of 
this  month. 

This  day  the  livery  af- 
femble'd  in  common  hall,  at 
Guildhall,  in  order  to  choo^  two 
gentlemen  to  ierve  as  flierifis  for 
the  year  enfuing,  MefTrs.  Wagner 
and  Franks,  who  were  chofen  on 
Midfummer  day  laft,  having  paid 
their  fines  of  600 1.  each  to  be  ex- 
cufed  ferving  that  office,  when 
Meftrs.  Wrench  and  Trotter,  were 
declared  defied. 

About  this  time  the  city  of  Du¬ 
blin  was  thrown  into  the  utraaft 
confternation  by  the  appearance  ©f 
the  American  privateers  on  this 
coaft.  A  flop  was  put  to  all  trade. 
Not  one  of  the  linen  fliips,  that 
were  loaded  for  Chefter  fair,  were 
fufrered  to  depart,  upon  which  ac¬ 
count  the  fair  was  poftponed  for 
fome  time.  The  lord  lieutenant 
thought  it  expedient,  left  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  fhould  make  any  attempt 
upon  the  fhipping  in  this  harbour, 
to  order  cannon  from  the  arfenal, 
to  form  two  batteries  to  defend  the 
entrance  of  it. 

-15  th.  A  com- 
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,  A  common  hall  was  held 
at  Guildhall  for  the  elec- 
tion  of  Iheriffs  for  this  city  and 
county  of  Middlefex,  in  the  room 
of  MefTrs.  Wrench  and  Trotter, 
the  firft  being  dead,  and  the  other 
having  paid  his  fine  ;  when  all  the 
aldermen  who  had  not  ferved  the 
office,  and  the  following  gentle¬ 
men  who  had  been  drank  to,  viz. 
Richard  Bud  worth,  Efq;  coach- 
maker  and  coach  harnefs-maker ; 
Charles  Vere,  Efq;  goldfmith  ; 
William  Nafh,  Efq;  tin  -  plate 
worker;  Robert  Mackreth,  Efq; 
vintner  ;  John  Curfon,  Efq;  vint¬ 
ner ;  James  Savage,  Efq;  cooper; 
and  Philip  Rowden,  Efq;  vintner, 
were  put  up ;  the  fhew  of  hands 
appearing  for  Richard  Budworth, 
Efq;  and  Chares  Vere,  Efq;  they 
were  declared  duly  elefted. 

^  ,  His  majefiy  in  council 
^  ^  *  was  this  day  pleafed  to  or¬ 
der,  that  the  parliament,  which 
Rands  prorogued  to  Monday  the 
2iil:  of  this  ifiR.  July,  fliould  be 
further  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 8th  of  September  next. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rome, 
June  21;. 

An  excavation  has  been  made 
in  the  celebrated  houle  of  Diocle- 
jian,  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors,  in  order  to  fearch  for  anti¬ 
quities  ;  and  in  a  vault  was  found 
a  painting  of  Venus,  holding  in 
her  hand  a  tred,  from  the  branches 
of  which  feveral  Cupids  are  drop¬ 
ping.  This  piece  is  allowed  to  be 
of  great  beauty  and  inellimable 
worth.  In  making  a  like  fearch 
at  Fallerone,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Apoltolic  chamber,  an  antique 
chandelier  of  metal  has  been 
found,  about  a  yard  high,  the 
middle  of  rock  cry  Hal,  and  of  a 
moll  rare  and  curious  llruiRure. 
VoL.  XX.  1777. 


A  common-hall  was  held  , 
at  Guildhall  for  the  choice  ^ 
of  two  gentlemen  to  ferve  the  office 
of  ffieriff  for  the  year  enfuing,  in 
the  room  of  Richard  Budworth  and 
Charles  Vere,  Efqrs.  the  former  of 
which  is  excufed  for  infufficiency, 
and  the  latter  has  paid  his  fine. 
When  the  feveral  gentlemen  who 
had  been  drank  to  had  been  put 
up,  a  majority  appeared  for  Wil¬ 
liam  Nalh,  Efq;  tin-plate  worker ; 
but  the  Iheriffis  being  doubtful  con¬ 
cerning  Robert  Mackreth  and  John 
Curfon,  Efqrs.  thefe  two  were  put 
up  again,  and  Mr.  Curfon  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  the  majority.  He  was 
accordingly  declared,  with  Mr. 
Nalh,  Iheriffi  eledl  for  the  enfuing 


year. 

Mr.  Mackreth  was  before  Mr. 
Curfon  on  the  lift,  but  being  in 
parliament,  the  livery  thought  he 
would  plead  privilege,  and  there¬ 
fore  chofe  Mr.  Curfon. 

The  report  was  made  to  . 
his  majefty  of  the  convifts  ^ 
under  lentence  of  death  in  New'- 
gate,  when  the  following  were  or¬ 
dered  for  execution  on  Wednefday 
the  6th/ of  Auguft  next: — John 
Whitaker,  Edward  Lynch,  for 
burglarioufty  breaking  open  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mr.  Sims,  in 
Widegate- alley,  Bifliiopfgate-ftreet, 
and  ftealing  a  metal  watch  and 
other  things,  the  property  of  the 
faid  Mr.  Sims ;  and  about  4.000 


yards  of  lace,  fome  aprons,  &:c.  the 
property  ofMrs.  Anderfon.  Tho¬ 
mas  Brady,  alias  Breary,  and  John 
Cox,  for  breaking  in  the  day-time 
(no  perfon  being  therein)  into  the 
dwelling-houfe  of  Mrs.  Wadham, 
in.Berners-ftreet,  Oxford-road,  and 
ftealing  a  great  quantity  ol  wear-^ 
ing  apparel  and  linen,  gold 
watches,  diamond  rings,  and  va- 
[A'J  rious 
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rious  other  articles,  to  the  amount 
ofnearioool.  Thomas  Nalh  and 
William  Harfnett,  for  burglariouf- 
}y  breaking  open  the  dweiling- 
houfe  of  Thomas  Senbrook,  the 
Two  Swans,  Bilhopfgate-rtreet, 
and  dealing  a  quantity  of  linen 
cloth,  muilin,  camblet,  &c.  the 
property  of  Robert  Cor  bat.  James 
Stride,  Samuel  Rudd,  William 
Miles,  for  affaulting  Jean  J.ofeph 
Vfarin  in  St.  James’s 'Park,  and 
robbing  him  of  thirteen  guineas. 

The  following  were  refpited, 
during  his  majeify’s  pleafure  ; — 
David  Guefs,  for  burglarioufly 
breaking  open  the  dwell  in  g-houfc 
of  Elizabeth  Pollard  at  Hoxton, 
and  dealing  three  guineas,  a  diver 
watch,  four  tea  fpoons,  &c.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hamilton,  for  burglarioiifly 
breaking  open  the  houfe  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Perry,  at  Enfield,  and  dealing 
three  pair  of  dieets,  two  coats,  a 
hat,  &c,  William  Buxton,  for  af- 
faulting  the  lady  of  Solomon  Snell, 
on  the  highway,  between  Han  well 
and  Southall,  and  robbing  her  of 
fome  money.  Sarah  Chaulk,  for 
dealing,  in  the  dwelling- houfe  of 
Mr,  Norton,  a  large  quantity  of 
wearing-apparel,  linen,  laces,  and 
other  articles  to  a  large  amount, 
the  property  of  Mary  Pereira. 

'The  lord-mayor  held  a 
general  court  at  Bridewell 
Hofpital,  when  Brackley  Kennet, 
Elq;  alderman,  was  unaninmufiy 
elefted  prefident  of  that  and  Beth- 
lem  Hoipitals,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Walter  Rawluifon,  who  has  re-^ 
fip-ncd  his  gown. 

O  ^  ,  A 

Died,  Mr.  Robert  Bill,  taylor, 
at  Buckingham.  He  had  been 
confined  to  his  bed  about  a  year 
and  a  half,  during  which  time  he 
employed  fuch  of  his  hours,  as  he 
was  enabled  to  in  his  favou- 

7 


N  I  C  L  E. 

rite  dudy  of  the  Old  Tedament  la 
the  Hebrew  tongue,  which,  as  he 
often  exprefied  himfelf,  now  more 
than  paid  him  for  the  extraordinary 
trouble  it  had  cod  him  to  acquire 
it  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life. 
More  remarkable  incidents  in  the 
life  of  this  man  are  given  by  the 
late  Mr.  Spence,  in  a  Tra6l  intitled 
“  A  Coinparifon  between  Magli- 
bechi  of  Florence,  and  a  man 
fcarce  heard  of  in  England.” 


AUGUST, 

♦This  day  Mr.  Akerman  ^ 
waited  on  the  Newgate  com-  " 
mittee,  and  acquainted  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  with  the  prefent  date  of  the 
jail,  and  the  daring  and  ungo¬ 
vernable  behaviour  of  the  Moor- 
fields  rioters,  featenced  to  long 
imprifonment  fome  time  fince  by 
the  court  at  Hicks’s-Hall.  Mr. 
Akerman  accounted  for  this  im¬ 
proper  conduft,  and  imputed  its 
having  got  to  fuch  a  head,  to  his 
not  having  any  places  to  lock  up 
thofe  who  behaved  ill ;  the  cells 
built  for  refradory  prifoners  being 
now,  of  necefiity,  occupied  by  the 
convifts,  and  mud  continue  fo  to 
be  occupied  till  the  jail  is  intirely 
finifhed.  The  committee  entered 
upon  the  immediate  confideration 
ol  the  cafe,  and  liave  given  orders 
that  there  may  be  forthwith  eretfl- 
ed,  in  a  convenient  part  of  the 
quadrangle,  fome  feparate  rooms 
for  the  purpofe  mentioned  ;  and 
that  the'  fide  of  the  prifon,  the 
weaknefs  of  which  was  known  to, 
and  turned  to  advantage  by  the  two 
Sheffields,  to  be  faced  with  large 
done,  and  rendered  as  fecure  as 
podible.  They  alfo  refolved  to 
give  Mr.  Akerman  every  counte¬ 
nance 
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nnnc6  and  affiftance  neceflary  to 
prel'erve  the  full  authority  and 
power  in  the  prifon,  which  his 
juuation  as  a  keeper  obviouily  re¬ 
quires. 

^  ,  James  Strode  and  William 
Wales,  two  foldiers,  for  a 
robbery  in  St.  James’s  Park  ;  Tho¬ 
mas  Nalh  and  William  Plarfnett, 
for  houfe-breaking  ;  John  Cox  and 
'Fhomas  Brady,  for  robbing  the 
houfe  of  Mrs.  Wadham,  in  Ber- 
ncrs-dreet,  to  the  amount  of  loool. 
and  Edward  Lynch,  for  houfe- 
brcakine: ;  were  executed  at  Tv- 
burn,  according  to  their  fentence. 
One  John  Whitaker  was  almod 
niiraculouily  faved  by  the  folernn 
declaration  of  his  innocence  by 
Lynch,  juk  as  WTitaker  was  go¬ 
ing  to  be  turned  oiP,  and  by  the 
humanity  of  the  fherifr  and  the  t  i- 
gilance  of  the  ordinary,  who  pro¬ 
cured  his  refpite. 

1  The  Dutchefs  of  Kingffon 
'  *  embarked  at  Calais  for  Pe- 

teriburgh. 

Part  of  the  crew  of  an  American 
privateer  landed  at  Penzance,  and 
plundered  the  farmers  of  fome  live 
itock. 

Lijbon^  Aug,  The  effedls  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Marquis  de  Pom- 
bal,  of  which  an  inventory  hath 
been  taken  by  order  of  the  Queen, 
of  Portugal,  exceed  the  value  of 
6oo,oool.  fterling. 

Peterjbourg^  yuly  \2}.  The  King 
of  Sweden  left  PeterholF  on  Wed- 
nefday  lall  in  the  evening,  and 
embarked  at  Oranienbaum  about 
eight  o’clock  on  his  return  to 
Stockholm.  Her  imperial  ma- 
jefty  being  apprized  of  his  de¬ 
parture,  (for  his  Svvedifh  majefty 
did  not  take  a  formal  leave  of  the 
emprefs)  wrote  a  letter  of  compli¬ 
ment,  and  fent  it  after  the  King 


of  Sweden,  together  with  a  pelilTei 
of  black  fox-fkin,  of  the  value  of 
30,000  roubles,  by  M.  Soritz,  one 
of  her  Imperial  majeily’s  adjutants, 
whom  his  Swedilh  majefly  inverted 
on  the  Ipot  with  the  order  of  the 
fword. 

A  dreadful  inundation 
happened  at  Holmfirth,  near  ^  * 

Huddersfield,  in  York fh ire,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  burrting  of  a  cloud 
on  the  adjacent  hills.  'A  little  ri¬ 
vulet  role  feveral  yards  in  height 
in  lefs  than  ten  minutes.  The  da¬ 
rn  a  p-e  is  erti mated  at  io,oool.  be- 
fides  the  lofs  of  lives. 

The  Chevalier  D’Eon  left  ^  , 
England,  declaring,  in  the  *  “ 

mort  folernn  manner,  that  fhe  had 
no  interert  whatever  in  the  poli¬ 
cies  opened  upon  her  fex. 

Thuriday  the  powder-mill  on 
Epfom  Downs  accidentally  blew 
up.  Luckily  there  was  but  a  fmall 
quantity  of  powder,  and  only  one 
man  in  the  place :  the  man  was  very 
much  hurt,  but  is  expedled  to  re¬ 
cover.  Part  of  the  roof  was  found 
at  near  a  mile’s  diftance. 

Sir  George  Collier,  in  his  a  , 
majerty’s  fhip  Rainbow,  ha-  ^ 
ving  fallen  in  with  the  rebel  fqua- 
dron,  conrtrti ng  of  the  Hancock* 
Commodore  Manley,  with  the 
Bollon,  M‘Neil,  and  the  Fox  fri¬ 
gate,  has  had  the  good  fortune,  af¬ 
ter  a  chace  of  39  hours,  to  take 
the  Hancock,  a  fine  new  frigate  of 
32  guns,  mortly  12-pounders,  and 
a  prime  failef.  Manley  miftook 
the  Rainbow,  of  40  guns,  for  the 
Raifonable  of  64,  and  exprefled 
great  chagrin,  after  he  had  ftruck, 
upon  the  difcovery.  Capt.  Fo- 
theringham,  of  the  Fox,  was  on 
board  the  Hancock.;  and  Manley 
fays,  that  he  engaged  the  Fox  for 
two  hours,  within  piftol  fhot. 

[.V]  2 
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Sir  George  Collier,  during  the 
chace,  was  joined  by  the  Flora 
frigate,  who  had  the  good  fortuiae 
likewile  to  retake  the  Fox.  The 
Bofton  has  efcaped,  by  taking  a 
different  courle. 

.1  Late  lad  night  a  moft 
20th.  j  .  1  j  * 

daring  and  dangerous  not 

happened  in  New'gate  among  the 
prilbners  there  (the  principal  of 
whom  were  thofe  for  the  riot  and 
refcue  in  Moorfields  about  three 
years  fince,  and  were  confined  in 
two  feparate  wards),  the  caufe 
whereof,  or  hOw  it  began,  is  not 
known.  It  Teems  there  had  been 
fome  quarrels  amongft  them,  which 
had  in  fome  meafure  fubfided. 
When  the  turnkeys  at  the  ufual 
time  locked  them  up  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  wards,  about  ten  at  night, 
they  were  alarmed  with  a  very 
great  noife  of  fwearing  and  blaf- 
phemous  language,  with  the  break¬ 
ing  of  windows,  and  iron  cafe- 
ments  falling  into  the  quadrangle; 
on  which,  Mr.  Akerrnan  being 
fent  for,  came  into  the  quadrangle, 
and  inquiring  the  reafon  of  the  tu¬ 
mult,  was  anfwcred  by  a  volley  of 
oaths  and  brickbats,  who  thereon 
caufng  the  door  to  be  fuddenly 
opened,  ruflied  in  and  feized  Ma- 
dan,  one  of  the  principal  ring¬ 
leaders  of  that  ward,  by  the  collar; 
and  a  fcufRe  enfuing,  in  which 
Madan,  attempting  to  knock  Mr. 
Akerman  down  with  a  brick,  re¬ 
ceived  a  wound,  which  difabled 
him  from  doing  further  mifchief ; 
when  he,  together  with  one  Hawes, 
who  was  alfo  wounded,  and  two 
others,  were  brought  down  and  put 
into  the  cells ;  the  reft  of  that 
W'ard  were  locked  in,  and  then  the 
confufion  became  general  over  that 
fide  of  the  prifon,  fo  that  all  the 
windows  and  cafements  were  de- 


molifhed  and  thrown  down  into 
the  fquare.  The  prifoners  in  the  , 
oppofite  ward  had  faftened  them- 
feives  in,  and  determined  to  do 
murder,  if  molefted  ;  then  began 
their  outrage  in  endeavouring  to 
pull  down  the  prifon,  and  conti¬ 
nued  in  that  employ  all  night.  In 
the  morning,  the  lord-mayor  and 
one  of  the  fheriffs,  on  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  tumult,  went  to 
Newgate,  attended  by  Mr.  Gates, 
and  feveral  officers,  and,  with  Mr» 
Akerman,  proceeded  to  the  qua¬ 
drangle  ;  when  the  prifoners,  on 
being  called  to  by  his  lordfhip, 
appeared  in  the  windovv^s  of  their 
refpeftive  wards.  ^  His  lordfhip 
defired  to  know  wKat  induced  them 
to  commit  this  ‘outrage,  or  what 
they  had  to  complain  of,  that  it 
might  be  redreffed.  Two  or  three 
of  the  ringleaders  of  the  other 
ward  were  then  let  down,  and 
taken  before  his  lordfhip  in  the 
lodge,  who  very  humanely  expoftu- 
lated  with  them  on  this  atrocious 
offence  :  they  anfwered,  they  had 
no  complaint  againft  the  keeper, 
but  that  the  length  of  the  time  of 
their  imprifonment,  and  their  po¬ 
verty,  had  made  them  defperate. 
His  lordlhip  promifed,  that,  on 
their  good  behaviour  and  peaceable 
deportment  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  their  imprifonment,  he 
would  reprefent  their  caie  to  his 
majefty,  in  order  to  procure  a  re- 
miffipn  of  fome  part  thereof.  This 
ended,  and  Air.  Akerman  gene- 
roufly  forgave  them  the  infult  of¬ 
fered  to  hicnfelf,  and  they  were  re- 
ftored  to  their  former  fituations, 
and  peace  to  the  prifon. 

A  fire  happened  at  Ald- 
bourn,  in  Wiltfhire,  which  ^ 
entirely  confumed  fixty  dweiling- 
hou%s,  with  out-houfes,  barns, 

and 
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and  {tables. — It  is  not  more  than 
eighteen  years  fince  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  place  was  almolt  entirely  burnt 
to  afhes,  with  the  additional  mil- 
fortune  of  lofing  the  greatelt  part 
of  their  harvelt ;  and  they  have 
now  fuffered  greatly  by  the  lofs  of 
molt  part  of  their  hay.  This  dread¬ 
ful  calamity  arofe  from  a  woman 
imprudently  throwing  out  hot 
alhes  againfl  a  barn. 

By  letters  from  Gotten- 
’  burgh,  in  Sweden,  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  have  found  their  way  to 
Marllrand,  a  free  port  in  that 
kingdom,  and  have  been  fupplied 
there  with  warlike  ftores,  in  ex¬ 
change  for  rice  and  indigo. 

On  Saturday  lall  an  inhabitant 
of  Langwick,  in  the  county  of 
Glamorgan,  was  committed  to 
Cardiff  gaol,  for  the  murder  of  his 
niece,  a  girl  about  feven  years  of 
age,  by  holding  her  head  in  a 
fmall  pool  of  water  till  fhe  was 
dead,  by  which  he  came  to  an 
edate  of  about  30I.  a  year.  This 
murder  was-committed  near  lixteen 
years  ago  ;  and  a  woman  who  faw 
the  fact  perpetrated,  it  is  faid,  has 
been  fee’d  annually  to  keep  it  a  fe- 
cret.  The  reafon  of  her  difeover- 
ing  it  now,  is  owing  to  the  man’s 
negledting  the  ufual  payment.  She 
is  alio  committed  with  him  as  an 
evidence. 

SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  Buckingham  the  affizes 
proved  maiden. 

At  Abingdon,  3  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Winchefter,  3  capitally  con- 
vidled,  but  reprieved. 

At' Oxford,  2  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Northampton,  1  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 


At  Huntingdon  alTizes,  a  girl, 
not  13  years  of  age,  was  tried  for 
robbing  her  father,  an  innkeeper 
in  that  county,  of  15  guineas; 
and  being  convidled,  Ihe  was 
branded,  and  ordered  to  be  impri- 
foned  for  fix  months. 

At  the  fame  time  a  mother  and 
daughter,  governeffes  to  a  fchool 
at  which  the  above  child  was  feho- 
lar,  w'ere  tried  for  receivino;  the 
above  money  from  her,  well  know¬ 
ing  it  was  ilolen,  and  were  found 
guilty,  and  fentcnced,  the  former 
to  be  imprifoned  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  and  the  daughter  for  three 
years. 

At  Worceller,  1  condemned,  and 
left  for  execution. 

At  Chelmsford,  6  condemned. 

At  Cambridge,  the  affizes  proved 
maiden. 

At  Bedford,  i  condemned. 

At  Hertford,  3  condemned  and 
left  for  execution. 

At  York,  2  condemned,  one  of 
whom  was  left  for  execution. 

AtSalifbury,  5  received  fentence 
of  death,  two  of  whom  were  Mi¬ 
chael  Burke  and  Connor  Cooney, 
two  foldiers,  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  Thomas  Scufe,  a  poor  man, 
who  ufed  to  travel  the  country 
with  pedlary,  &c.  on  the  firfl  of 
June  laft,  on  the  London  road  near 
that  city.  Before  the  judges  left 
the  city,  they  reprieved  two  of  the 
others. 

At  Lincoln,  3  condemned,  one 
of  whom  was  for  the  murder  of  an 
infant  not  twenty  weeks  old.' 

At  Gloucefler,  6  condemned— 
2  left  for  execution. 

At  Maidllone,  i  condemned. 

At  Nottingham,  the  aiiizes  prov¬ 
ed  maiden. 

At  Derby,  4  condemned — 3  re¬ 
prieved. 


3 


At 


198]  C  H  R  O 

At  Monmouth,  1  condemned, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Norwich,  i  condemned  and 
left  for  execution. 

At  Leicefter,  i  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Exeter,  ^  condemned. 

At  the  affixes  for  the  county  of 
Devon,  7  condemned. 

At  Hereford,  2  condemned— 

I  reprieved, 

AtDurham,  3  condemned— I  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Croydon  alTizes,  3  condemn¬ 
ed.  ,  ^ 

At  the  fame  affixes,  G.  Phillips 
was  indided,  for  that  having  mar¬ 
ried  Eleanor  Sawyer,  in  1768,  he 
had  likewife  married  Sarah  War¬ 
den  in  March  laft,  his  former  wife 
being  then  alive. 

The  fird  witnefs  produced  an  ex- 
tradl  of  the  parifh  regifter  of  Shen- 
iey,  certifying  the  marriage,  To 
this  evidence  the  counfel  for  the 
prifoner  objeded,  alledging  the  re- 
giher  itfelf  was  alone  competent 
evidence.  The  ^learned  ferjeant 
who  fat  as  judge,  did  not  wholly 
accede  to  this  dodrine,  obferving, 
that  though  the  book  itfelf  is  the 
beil:  evidence,  yet  the  law  has  no 
where  negatived  an  authentic, 
proved  extrad.  The  profecutors, 
however,  put  an  end  to  all  debate, 
by  producing  a  living  witnefs  who 
faw  them  married,  and  aded  as 
father  by  giving  away  the  bride. 
The  firft  marriage  being  thus  clla- 
bliffied,  they  produced  the  fame 
evidence  of  the  lad  marriage. 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoner  did 
pot  attempt  a  denial  of  the  fads, 
but  fet  up  a  defence,  that  previous 
to  his  marriage  with  either  of  thefe 
wives,  he  had  adually  married  a 
thirdvvife^  Anne  Lediard,  in  1757; 
|n  prQof  whereof  he  likewife  pro- 
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duced  the  fame  kind  of  evidence, 
and  alio  the  brother  of  the  faid 
Anne,  who  proved  the  marriage, 
and  that  Anne  lived  till  the  year 
1775,  when  fhe  died  at  the  houfe 
of  one  Mr.  Pullen,  of  Field-lane, 
near  Holborn.  This  tedimony 
was  corroborated  by  Mr.  Pullen, 
who  produced  the  undertaker’s 
bill,  which  he  had  paid  for  her  fu¬ 
neral. 

A  bricklayer,  who  -formerly 
worked  as  a  journeyman  with  the 
prifoner  at  St.  Alban’s,  Hertford- 
ffiire,  fworCj  That  he  remembered 
feeing  the  laid  Anne  come  to  the 
prifoner’s  houfe,  claiming  to  be 
his  wife,  and  that  the  priloner  ac¬ 
knowledged  her  to  be  his  wife. 

The  counfel  for  the  prifoner 
havine  eftablirtied  this  fird  mar- 

O 

riap^e,  the  fecond  of  courfe  became 
null  and  void  ;  no  criminal  verdict 
therefore  could  be  lounded  upon  it. 
The  judge  lamented  that  fuch  a 
defence  ihould  be  fupported,  but 
as  the  law  dands,  it  could  not  be 
controverted.  The  jury. pronoun¬ 
ced,  Not  Guilty.  ^ 

At  Newcadle,  the  affixes  proved 
/  maiden. 

At  Coventry,  3  prifoners  were 
tried,  none  of  whom  were  capitally 
convidled. 

At  Warwick,  i  condemned,  but 
reorieved. 

X 

At  Stafford,  5  condemned,  one 
of  whom,  for  murder,  was  exe¬ 
cuted. 

At  Salop,  2  condemned, 

AtEewes,  3  condemned. 

At  Weils,  2  condemned,  but  re^ 
prieved. 

At  Carliile,  2  condemned,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Lancafter,  John  Rockley  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  of  death,  being 
charged  on  04th  with  having  ra- 

viffied 
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vlflied  his  grand-daughter,  an  in¬ 
fant  under  ten  years  of  age,  at  Li-' 
verpool,  on  the  16th  of  May  laft. 

Died,  Anthony  Purver,  a  Qua¬ 
ker,  at  Andover,  in  Hamplhire  ; 
he  was  many  years  a  fchool  marter 
at  Frenchay,  in  Gloucefterfhire. 
In  his  younger  days  he  had 
been  a  flioe-maker,  yet,  without 
tutor  or  patron,  by  dint  of  hard 
labour  and  unwearied  Fudy,  he 
purchafed  and  perufed  rnofl  of 
the  authors  in  the  oriental  lan¬ 
guages;  and  his  knowledge  therein 
was  very  extenlive,  as  appears  by 
his  tranflation  of  the  Old  and  New 
I’eilament,  which  he  publidied 
forne  years  ago,  in  two  volumes 
folio. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Some  few  days  ago  two 
fifhermen  of  Grimfby,  being 
out  at  fea,  difeovered,  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  Spurn  light-houfes,  a  dead 
filh,  floating  on  the  lurface  of  the 
water,  of  a  mofl  enormous  fize  ; 
which,  when  they  had  got  to  the 
Ihore,  appeared  to  be  a  male  of 
that  fpecies  of  whales,  called  the 
lin-fi(h.  It  was  feen  fome  few  days 
fince  on  the  Yorklhire  coaft,  from 
whence  it  was  flruck  at  by  fome 
harpooners.  In  length  it  meafures 
feventeen  yards  and  an  half,  and  is 
of  a  proportionable  bulk,  and  it 
was  fuppofed  vvo^ld  yield  two  tons 
of  oil. 

j  This  day  the  Right  Hon. 
^  ‘  the  Lord- mayor  proceeded  to 
Smithfield,  and  proclaimed  Bar¬ 
tholomew-fair  ;  and,  in  his  way 
thither,  with  the  fherifF,  partook 
of  a  cool  tankard  at  Newgate  with 
M  r.  Aker  man. 


Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Italy,  Aug,  I . 

“  'Fhe  brother  of  the  Abp.  of 
Spalatro  was  affaffinated  in  the 
lireets  of  A^enice.  Letters  were 
found  in  his  pockets  apprizing  him 
of  the  danger,  but  he  negleded  to 
take  any  precaution.” 

MifsJVlary  Max,  an  heirefs  of  a 
large  fortune,  was  carried  oiF  the 
beginning  ,  of  laft  month  from 
Cafhel  county,  in  Ireland,  brought 
over  to  England,  and  afterwards 
carried  to  France,  bv  a  young  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
She  is  only  13  years  of  age,  and  a 
ward.  Her  guardians  have  oflered 
a  reward  of  loool.  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  the  father  and  fon,  who  were 
the  principals  in  carrying  her  oif. 
They  were  near  being  taken  by  Sir 
]ohn  Fielding’s  men  at  Bri2;hthelm- 
ftone,  from  whence  they  failed  in 
the  packet. 

On  the  23d  of  laft  month  a  fire 
broke  out  in  a  cottage  at  Auburn, 
Wilts,  which  in  a  tew  hours  con- 
fumed  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
towm.  The  damage  is  computed 
at  more  than  10, ,000  pounds,  over 
and  above  all  infurances  ;  and  the 
diftrefs  to  the  poor,  who  havo  loft: 
their  all,  is  truly  deplorable. 

A  fuperb  white  marble.fta- 
tue,  in  honour  of  Mrs.  Catha¬ 
rine  Macaulay,  was  eredled  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church  of  St.  Ste¬ 
phen,  Waibrook,  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Wilfon,  redlor  of  the  parifh. 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  , 
held,  at  which  were  prefent  ° 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen  Bull, 
Efdaile,  Oliver,  Plomer,  Peckham, 
Hay  ley,  Newnham,  Smith,  Hart, 
Wright,  the  recorder,  and  Plumbe 
and  Thomas,  fheriffs.  Mr.  Cur- 
fon  and  Mr.  Nafli  (the  fheriffs 
eledl)  attended  the  courts,  and  the 
former  having  his  fix  compurgators 
[.V]  4  ready^ 
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ready,  fwore  himfelf  not  to  be 
worth  15,000!.  but  the  latter  ac¬ 
quainting  the  court  that  he  was 
not  ready,  he  was  allowed  further 
time. 

His  majedy  in  council 
was  this  day  pleafed  to  or¬ 
der,  that  the  parliament,  which 
Hands  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 8th  day  of  this  inilant  September, 
fhould  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  30th  day  of  Odlober 
next. 

.^1  This  day,  at  his  feat  at 
^  Newnham,v in  Oxfordfliire, 

the  body  of  Earl  Harcourt  was 
found  dead,  in  a  narrow  well,  in 
his  park,  with  the  head  down¬ 
wards,  and  nothing  appearing 
above  water  but  the  feet  and  legs; 

It  is  imagined  this  melancholy 
accident  was  occalioned  by  his 
over  reaching  himfelf  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fave  the  life  of  a  favou¬ 
rite  dog,  who  was  found  in  the 
well  with  him,  Handing  on  his 
lordfhip’s  feet.  His  hat  and  right- 
hand  glove  lay  by  the  fide  of  the 
well.  Every  pofiibie  method  for 
the  recovery  of  drowned  perfons 
was  made  ule  of  for  three  feveral 
times,  but  unfortunately  without 
effedl. 

1  This  evening  about  nine 
’  o’clock,  as  the  Hon,  Mr. 
'Hawke,  fon  of  Lord  Hawke,  was 
coming  to  town,  between  Kenfing- 
ton  and  Knightlbridge,  his  horfe 
ran  againH  a  pofl-chaife  and  fell, 
and  one  of  the  lhafts  of  the  chaife 
penetrating  Mr.  Elawke’s  body, 
killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

Yeilerday  the  feffions  ended  at 
the  Old-Bailey,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  convidls  received  fentence  of 
death  ;  viz.  James  Harrifon,  for 
Healing,  in  the  houfe  of  Richard 
Barn,  Efq;  two  fuits  of  cloaths^ 


and  feveral  pair  of  lilk  {lockings 
Thomas  Jones,  for  breaking  open 
the  houfe  of  A4rs.  Jemina  Sainthill, 
in  Duke-itreet,  MancheHer-lquare, 
and  Healing  a  quantity  of  linen 
Richard  Turwood,  for  Healing  in. 
the  houle  of  Mr.  Wildman,  gold- 
fmith,  in  Cheapfide,  where  he  was 
a  fervant,  1 1  guineas,  and  a  gilt 
ihillingr;  and  lohn  Greaves,  for 
breaking  into  the  coach-houfe  and 
Habling  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
Henry  Morris,  Ei'qp  at  Hammer- 
fmith,  and  Healing  thereout  a  pair 
of  coach-harnefs,  three  coach- 
glaffes,  and  other  things.  Thir¬ 
teen  were  ordered  to  hard  labour 
on  the  Thames,  one  to  hard  labour 
in  Clerkenvvell  Bridewell  for  three 
years,  twenty-Hx  were  branded, 
and  ordered  to  be  imprifoned  for 
diiferent  terms,  four  to  be  privately 
whipped,  and  one  publickly ;  fixty-r 
one  were  difeharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion. 

At  the  above  feifions,  Mr.  Har¬ 
rifon  was  arraigned  on  twenty-four 
different  counts,  for  a  forgery, 
faid  to  have  been  committed  by 
him,  with  intent  to  defraud  the 
London  Affurance  company,  &c. 
He  had  been  many  years  clerk-ac- 
comptant  in  that  office,  and  was 
charged  with  having  prefixed  a  fi¬ 
gure  of  3  to  the  fum  of  260 1,  paid 
into  the  Bank  of  England,  by 
which  it  appeared  as  if  3260I.  had 
been  paid  in,  inflead  of  260k 
which  fraud  was  detected  by  the 
clerk  who  carried  the  money.  He 
was  found  guilty  ;  but  a  point  of 
law  arifing,  his  fentence  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 

Mr,  Cutler  was  alfo  put  to  the 
bar  for  a  rape  on  the  body  of  Mrs. 
Bradley.  Mrs.  Bradley  and  a  Mr. 
Hamlin  were  the  only  witneffes 
examined  for  the  profecution  :  the 

former 
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former  gave  an  account  of  the 
whole  tran(a6lion  ;  the  latter  only 
repeated  what  ihe  had  given  in  evi 
dence,  which  he  faid  fhe  had  alfo 
told  him  the  morning  the  fatld  was 
committed  :  there  was  however  a  " 
palpable  contradidlion  in  fome 
parts  of  their  relations.  The  wit- 
nelfes  for  the  prifoner  proved  many 
contrarieties  in  the  depofition  of 
the  evidence,  on  which  the  judi>'e 
told  the  jury  that  he  fuppofed  he 
need  not  read  his  notes  to  them, 
as  he  imagined  they  mull:  be  fully 
fatisfed  ;  the  jury  faying  they 
were,  without hefitation  pronounced 
the  prifoner  —  Not  guilty. 

Alfo  William  Gibfon  was  tried 
for  the  murder  of  John  Collier  ; 
and  Downs,  the  principal  witnefs, 
not  appearing,  he  was  acquitted. 

This  evening  Mr.  Layton,  and 
another  of  his  majelly’s  officers  of 
the  excife,  attacked  a  party  of 
fmugglers,  thirteen  in  number,  on 
the  road  near  Kingfton,  Surry  ; 
when  hlr.  Layton  was  fo  cruelly 
cut  and  mangled,  that  he  died  in 
the  Weilminller  Infirmary. 

Paris,  Sept.  12.  A  furvey  of  the 
French  American  colonies  has  late¬ 
ly  been  made  by  order  of  the  king, 
and  laid  before  the  fupreme  council 
at  Paris,  which  is  eftabliffied  for 
the  improvement  of  the  French 
Weft-lndia  fetdements  ;  by  which  ' 
it  appears  their  iflands  are  in  a 
inoft  flourilhing  ftate.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  their  (laves  amounts  to 
386,500,  reckoning  240.000  at 
St.  Domingo,  75,000  at  Martini- 
co,  64,000  at  Guadalupe,  4000  at 
St.  Lucia,  and  3500  at  Cayenne; 
to  fupply  the  annual  deficiency  in 
which  number,  an  annual  importa¬ 
tion  of  20,000  Blacks  is  neceffiary. 
His  majefty  has  amply  rewarded 
Petit,  who  made  this  calcula¬ 


tion,  and  has  directed  the  fupreme 
council  to  draw  up  a  number  of  re¬ 
gulations  for  preferving  peace  and 
harmony  between  the  natives  of  the 
above  iflands  and  the  European 
planters. 

A  common-hall  was  held  ^  , 
at  Guildhall  for  the  ele6lion 
offfieriffs  for  the  year  enfuing,  in 
tlie  room  of  William  Nalh,  Efq; 
who  did  not  appear  to  give  bond  to 
ferve  the  faid  office,  and  John  Cur- 
fon,  Efq;  who  was  di  Charged 
from  the  faid  office  for  inlufficiency 
of  wealth  ;  when  all  the  aldermen 
who  had  not  ferved  the  office  were 
put  in  nomination  ;  after  which 
James  Savage,  Efq;  cooper,  and 
Philip  Rovvden,  Efq;  vintner, 
were  put  up,  v/hen  they  having  a 
majority  of  hands  were  declared  ' 
duly  elefted. 

A  wardmote  was  held  at  ^  , 
Baker’.s  Hall,  in  Thames- 
llreet,  before  the  lord- mayor,  for 
the  eledtion  of  an  alderman  of 
Tovyer  Ward,  in  the  room  of  Al¬ 
derman  Smith,  refigned,  when 
Evan  Pugh,  Efq;  a  foap-boiler, 
in  Bifnopfgate-llreer,  and  one  of 
the  common  council  of  that  ward, 
was  chofen  without  oppofition. 

The  fame  day,  at  a  court  of  en¬ 
quiry  by  the  governors  of  Bethlent 
and  Bridewell  Hofpitals,  a  charge 
was  mads  againft  one  of  the  go¬ 
vernors  for  having  appropriated  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  bread, 
beer,  milk,  butter,  beef,  &c.  &c. 
to  the  ufe  of  himfelf  and  family. 
He  did  not  deny  the  charge,  but 
urged  that  he  intended  to  pay  for 
what  he  had  fo  applied. 

A  common-hall  was  held 
at  Guildhall  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  lord-mayor  of  this  city 
for  the  enfuing  year.  The  court 
being  opened,  Mr.  Nugent,  the 

common 
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common  ferjeant,  read  aloud  th? 
names  of  the  following  aldermen, 
as  perfons  that  had  ferved  the  office 
of  Iheriff,  viz.  Efdaile,  Kennett, 
Oliver,  Lewes;,  Hayley,  Newn- 
ham,  Lee,  and  Hart :  their  names 
were  feverally  put  up,  and  the  fhovv 
of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of 
Efdaile  and  Kennett.  The  Ihe- 
rifFs  declared  the  eledlian  had  fallen 
on  Meffrs.  Edaile  and,  Kennett, 
upon  which  the  lord-mayor  and 
aldermen  returned  to  the  council- 
chamber,  and  in  a  fiiort  time  came 
on  the  huftings,  and  declared  the 
eleftion  had  fallen  on  Sir  James 
Efdaile. 

,  The  lord-mayor,  accord- 
^  ’  ing  to  annual  cullom,  went 

to  Weilminfler-Hall,  and  made  a 
return  of  the  two  old  ffieriffis  (Al¬ 
derman  Plumbe  and  Thomas),  who 
were  fworn  in  before  the  barons  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  ferve 
that  office  till  two  perfons  are  elecl- 
ed  for  the  year  enfuing. 

James  Savage  and  Philip  Row- 
den,  Efqaires,  both  paid  the  fine 
to  be  excufed  ferving. 

On  the  i4th  of  this  month  an 
inundation  happened  at  Peterf- 
btirgh,  more  extenfive  and  de- 
firu6live  than  has  ever  been  re¬ 
membered  in  thofe  parts.  A  vio¬ 
lent  hurricane  at  W.  S.  W.  which 
began  about  two  in  the  morning, 
raifed  the  v/aters  in  four  hours  to 
the  height  of  fourteen  feet  above 
the  ordinary  level  of  the  Neva,  by 
which  the  whole  town,  and  a  great 
extent  of  the  flat  country  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  rapidly  over¬ 
flowed.  The  water  remained 
about  half  an  hour  at  its  extreme 
height ;  but  the  wind  getting  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  northward,  it  returned 
in  a  very  fliort  time  to  its  ufual 
kctpnds.  It  is  impoflible  to  eili- 
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mate  the  lofs  which  the  flate  and 
individuals  have  fuflered.  The 
number  of  perfons  drowned  mull: 
be  confiderable.  In  the  befl;  parts 
of  the  town  many  houfes  are  un¬ 
roofed,  and  the  lofs  of  goods  de- 
flroyed  is  not  to  be  efeimated.  In 
the  gardens  of  the  fummer  palace 
great  numbers  6f  the  fnell  trees  are 
broken  or  torn  up  by  the  roots. 
The  lower  Ikirts  of  the  town,  in¬ 
habited  by  the  poorer  fort  of  peo¬ 
ple,  prefented  a  feene  of  defolation 
which  can  be  more  eafily  imagined 
than  deferibed.  Pvlany  perfons 
were  drowned  in  their  beds,  and 
others,  v./ho  fought  for  fafety  from 
the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  were  car¬ 
ried  from  thence  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  and  tho-fe  whoefcaped 
with  life  were  left  delHtate  of  ha¬ 
bitations  and  effedls.  Great  da¬ 
mage  is  done  at  the  quay  of  the 
exchange,  and  to  the  lower  maga¬ 
zines  and  warehoufes.  Numbers 
of  barks,  laden  with  iron,  hemp, 
grain,  v/ood,  &c.  were  ftaved, 
funk,  or  driven  into  the  ftreets  or 
fields.  Several  large  veflels,  ly¬ 
ing  between  this  place  and  Cron- 
ftadt,  were  driven  afhore  into 
woods  and  gardens.  Many  of  the 
country  houfes  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  are  deftroyed.  The  village 
of  Catherineholf,  and  fome  others 
on  the  fame  coafi,  were  eritirely 
Iwept  away,  with  all  the  cattle  ; 
and  many  lives  were  loll  there,  as 
well  as  on  the  fide  of  the  Galley 
Haven,  where  the  ground  is  very 
low.  The  great  bridge  of  boats 
over  the  Neva  was  carried  away, 
and  mofi:  of  the  bridges  in  the 
town,  except  thofe  on  the  new  flone 
quay  (no  part  of  which  has  fuflered 
any  material  damage),  were  torn 
up.  We  have  the  fatisfadlion  to 
hear,  however,  thaf:  little  or  np 

damage 


CHRONICLE.  '  [203 


damage  has  been  done  to  the  works 
or  Ihipping  at  Croniladt. 

According  to  accurate  obferva- 
tions  it  appears,  that  the  waters 
rofe  a  foot  and  a  half  higher  than 
in  the  great  inundation  which  hap¬ 
pened  there  in  the  year  1752. 

Died,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edmond 
Granger,  prebend  and  morning 
ledurer  of  Exeter  cathedral,  rec¬ 
tor  of  Sowden,  and  vicar  of  Ho- 
niton  Clift,  in  Somerfetfhire.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  biographical 
hiilory  upon  a  new  plan,  and 
feveral  other  curious  hiftorical 
pieces. 

The  Rev*.  Fr.  Fawkes,  re6lor  of 
Hayes,  Kent,  author  of  feveral 
ingenious  poems  and  trandations. 

Lately,  Mr.  Abraham  Franco, 
a  Jew  merchant,  aged  96,  faid  to 
have  died  worth  900,000!.  ^ 

Mrs.  Williamfon,  reli£l  of  the 
Rev.  Jofeph  Williamfon,  many 
years  reflor  ofLeachley,  in  York- 
Ihire  :  fhe  had  ii  children,  54 
grand-children,  53  great-grand¬ 
children,  and  fixgreat-great-grand- 
children  :  fhe  is  furvived  by  feven 
children,  37  grand-children,  42 
great-grand-chiidren,  and  five 
great-great-grand- children. 


OCTOBER. 

p  A  general  court  of  the 
*  *  governors  of  Bethlehem  and 
Bridevvell  hofpitals  was  held,  when 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry,  who  fat  to  inveiligate  the 
charge  urged  againftone  of  the  go¬ 
vernors,  accufed  of  appropriating 
part  of  the  hofpital  victuals,  beer. 
See.  to  his  own  ufe,  was  made  ; 
^nd  it  appearing  that  the  charge 
was  fully  lupported,  the  court  pafTed 
g  vote  of  cenfyre  upon  the  delin¬ 


quent,  which  (unfortunately)  is 
the  only  punifhment  in  their  power 
to  in  Aid. 

A  common  hall  was  held  , 
at  Guildhall,  for  the  choice  of  ^ 
two  perfons  to  ferve  the  office  of 
fheriff.  After  the  lord- mayor  had 
quitted  the  huflings,  and  previous 
to  the  ele61;ion,.Mr.  Common  Ser¬ 
jeant  came  forward,  and  addreffed 
the  livery  :  he  told  them  that  the 
choice  of  perfons  to  that  office  who 
were  ineligible,  or  would  not  ferve, 
would  be  a  great  hindrance  to  bu- 
finnefs  ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  it 
would  fall  on  fuch  as  would  ferve, 
and  were  proper  perfons.  All  the 
aldermen  who  had  not  ferved  the 
office  were  then  put  in  nomination, 
but  the  fhevv  of  hands  appeared  for 
Robert  Feckham,  Efq;  alderman 
of  Coleman-kreet  ward  ;  and  Ri¬ 
chard  Clarke,  Efq;  alderman  of 
Broad-kreet  ward ;  whereupon  they 
were  declared  duly  eledted. 

A  commiffion  pafTed  the 
great  feal  for  proroguing  the 
parliament  to  the  20th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  the  dc}y  fixed  for  opening  the 
feffion. 

Orders  are  given  to  the 
captainsof  theEaft-Indiamen 
that  are  to  go  out  the  enfuing  fea- 
fon  to  take  on  board  their  full  com¬ 
plement  of  men,  with  the  liberty 
of  receiving  an  additional  number 
at  any  of  the  out-ports ;  they  are 
tp  mount  26  guns  each,  with  all 
ordnance  flores,  for  their  better 
defence  in  cafe  of  being  attacked, 
by  any  of  the  American  priva¬ 
teers. 

Letters  from  Breft  men¬ 
tion,  that  a  fhip  arrived 
there  brings  an  account  of  an 
earthquake  having  lately  happened 
at  Goree,  the  principal  French 
fettlement  on  the  coak  of  'Africa, 

which 
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which  had  done  conliderable  da¬ 
mage  to  the  place,  and  choaked  up 
the  harbour  fo  much  as  to  render 
it  dangerous  for  Ihipping  to  enter 
therein. 

j  This  day  began  the  fef- 

^  *  fions  of  the  peace  for  the 

county  of  Middlefex  at  Guildhall, 
Weftminfler,  when  a  man  was  in- 
diiled  for  a  nuifancc  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Hockley-in-the  hole,  for 
killing  and  boiling  horfes,  v/hich 
occafioned  fuch  apurrefadtiOn  in  the 
air,  that  the  neighbours  declared 
they  were  not  able  at  times  to 
move  from  their  houfes ;  he  was 
convidled,  and  fentenced  to  be  im- 
prifoned  in  Newgate  for  the  term 
of  two  years,  to  pay  the  penalty  of 
3 col.  and  find  fecurity  for  his  fu¬ 
ture  good  behaviour  for  three  years 
more. 

1 6th  horrid  murder 

was  difcovered  to  have  been 
perpetrated  on  the  body  of  Monf. 
Valence  Moudroit,  a  French  gen¬ 
tleman,  a  jeweller,  at  his  lodg¬ 
ings  in  Princes-ftreet,  Cavendilh- 
fquare,  by  a  Swede,  who  was  his 
interpreter,  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner:  the  maid-fervantof  the  houfe, 
not  haying  feen  the  deceafed  fince 
the  tinie  he  went  to  bed  on  Satur¬ 
day  night,  was  very  uneafy,  and 
made  frequent  inquiries  concerning 
him  to  the  interpreter,  but  was  al¬ 
ways  anfwered,  ‘  he  was  out  of 
town.*  The  maid’s  fufpicions  in- 
creafing,  fhe  was  determined  to 
fee  into  the  deceafed’s  apartments, 
and  accordingly  reared  a  ladder  to 
the  back  window,  which  Ihe  open¬ 
ed,  and,  to  her  furprize,  perceived 
the  floor  in  a  fea  of  blood.  She 
went  diredlly  to  Juftice  Gretton’s, 
in  Margaret- Ibeet,  and  made  him 
acquainted  therewith,  and  of  her 
Urong  fufpicions  of  the  interpreter 


having  murdered  the  deceafed. 
The  jullice  immediately  repaired 
to  the  houfe,  had  the  door  broke^'^^ 
open,  and,  upon  fearch,  found  the 
deceafed  moft  inhumanly  mangled 
and  bruifed,  and  his  body  thrull 
into  a  trunk  in  the  dreffing-room, 
with  his  head  bent  down  on  his 
left  bread,  his  knees  forced  up  to  • 
his  chin,  and  almofl  putrihed. 
The  murderer  was  apprehended 
the  fame  evening,  by  Jullice  Gret- 
ton  in  perfon,  juft  as  he  arrived  at 
his  lady’s  lodgings,  in  Caftle- 
ftreet,  in  poftchaife,  from  a 
country  jaunt.  On  his  examina¬ 
tion,  he  confefTed  being  guilty  of 
the  murder,  but  as  nothing  ap¬ 
peared  againft  the  woman,  fhe  was 
difcharged,  and  the  prifoner  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate,  on  the  coro¬ 
ner’s  inqueft,  for  Wilful  Murder. 

Lewis  Mercier,  alias  Bouvet, 
alias  Bettie,  who  committed  the 
above  murder,  was  originally  bred 
a  hair-dreffer ;  but  attending  the 
public  anatomical  lectures  at  Paris, 
aflumed  the  charadler  of  a  fur^eon. 
Some  time  after  he  came  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  went  from  Liverpool 
dodlor  of  a  Guinea  fhip  ;  but  was 
difmiffed  for  his  barbarous  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  negroes,  during  the 
voyage.  On  his  return  he  became 
connedled  with  a  gang  of  horfe- 
flealers,  and  made  a  conftderable 
fum  of  money,  by  felling  the  cat- 
‘tle  which  were  flolen  at  Dunkirk, 
and  other  parts  of  France.  In  the 
year  1772,  he  was  committed!  to 
Newgate,  and  capitally  convidled 
for  horfe-ftealing  at  the  Old-Bai¬ 
ley. 

By  the  intereft  of  a  French  no¬ 
bleman,  he  received  the  royal 
mercy,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
tranfported  for  fourteen  years  ;  but 
returned  about  fix  weeks  ago,  and  ^ 
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fome  of  Sir  John  Fielding’s  peo¬ 
ple  were  a6lually  in  purfuit  of  him 
the  day  before  he  committed  the 
horrid  murder  upon  Mr.  Moudroit. 
o  1  The  feflions,  which  be¬ 
gan  at  the  Old-Bailey  on 
Wednelday,  ended,  when  thirteen 
convifts  receiv'ed  fentence  of  death  ; 
namely,  Wm.  Loveridge,  Robert 
Collins,  James  Anderibn,  and  Ni¬ 
cholas  Rider,  for  houfe-breaking ; 
Michael  Calhmin,  for  horfe-ileal- 
ing  ;  four  chimney-fweeper’s  boys 
for  fhop-lifting  ;  John  Morris, 
Benjamin  and  Charles  Lees,  for 
breaking  open  a  bureau  in  a  public- 
houle,  and  Healing  from  thence 
19  guineas  and  a  crown-piece  ; 
Hen.  Parkinfon,  for  robbing  a  lit¬ 
tle  boy  in  the  ftreet  ;  Ann  Ellifon, 
for  privately  Healing  upwards  of 
13  guineas  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
John  Doer,  her  mailer,  the  Crown 
alehoufe,  in  Newport-market ; 
Thomas  Antibus,  for  Healing  three 
heifers  out  of  a  field  nearTIendon  ; 
George  Johnfon,  for  horfe-Heal- 
ing  ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin 
RuHen,  for  injuring  a  girl  under 
ten  years  old.  He  was  maHer  of 
the  fubfcription  charity-fchool  at 
Bethnal-green,  and  was  tried  on 
four  indidlments  for  fimilar  of- 
ences,  but  found  guilty  only  on, 
the  firH.  In  his  defence  he  denied 
the  fadl,  and  pleaded  the  malice  of 
his  enemdes,  who,  he  faid,  had 
charged  him  with  thofe  offences  to 
deprive  him  of  his  place. 

A  very  oitraordinary  circum- 
Hance  happened  at  the  Old-Bailey 
the  laH  feffions,  which  Ihews  hov/ 
cautious  and  well  informed  it  is  ne- 
celTary  a  jury  fhould  be  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty.  A  young 
fellow  was  tried  for  a  capital  felo- 
,  ny,  and,  through  the  inexperience 
of  the  foreman,  a  verdibt  was  found 


to  the  extreme  of  the  charge. 
When  the  convidls  were  brought 
down  to  receive  fentence,  the  court 
was  thrown  into  an  alarm  by  the 
Middlefex  jury,  who  declared  that 
they  had  refolved  to  find  the  pri- 
foner  guilty  of  the  bare  felony  in 
Healing  the  goods,  and  to  acquit 
him  of  having  privately  Holen 
them ;  an  offence  for  which  the 
punifhment  would  not  take  away 
his  life  :  whereas  they  were  now 
aHonifhed  to  fee  him  among  thofe 
condemned  to  fuHer  death  ;  that, 
when  they  were  deliberating  upon 
the  evidence,  fo  far  were  they 
from  any  intention  of  finding  the 
prifonef  guilty  of  the  fpecific 
charge  in  the  indidment,  that  they 
obferved  among  themfelves  he  was 
a  very  proper  objeft  for  theballaH- 
lighters.  The  recorder  endea¬ 
voured,  with  all  that  humanity 
which  diHinguifhes  his  charadler, 
to  foften  the  rigour  of  the  verdidl, 
and  to  that  purpofe  made  a  Hricl 
inquiry  of  the  caufe  of  this  egre¬ 
gious  error,  but  it  turned  out  to 
be  not  in  his  province  to  comply 
with  the  compaffionate  wifhes  of 
the  jury.  The  verdidl  was  re¬ 
corded,  and  the  only  method  to 
fave  the  poor  fellow  from  the  dif- 
grace  and  horror  of  a  violent  death, 
was  a  petition  from  the  jury  to  the 
dcing,  which  the  recorder  promifed 
to  deliver,  and  aid  their  attempt 
to  amend  the  millake.  The  pri- 
loner  feemed  to  be  fhocked  exceed¬ 
ingly.  Being  called  upon  to  Ihew 
caufe  why  fentence  fhould  not  be 
pronounced  againil  him,  he  faid, 

‘  I  thought  I  was  not  found  guilty 
of  a  capital  offence,  till  I  was 
fetched  down  from  the  cells.’  The 
audience  were  affcdled,  and  at  the 
fame  time  happy  to  fee  fo  much 
penitence  in  his  behaviour. 

23d.  A 
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,  A  common  council  was 
'  this  day  held  at  Guildhall, 
at  which  were  prefent  the  lord- 
mayor,  lord-mayor  eledl,  aider- 
men  Alfop,  Bull,  Kennett,  Hay- 
ley,  Oliver,  Wright,  Pugh,  Peck- 
ham  and  Clarke,  theflieriffs,  and 
recorder. 

A  petition  from  the  creditors  of 
Alderman  Wilkes,  late  lord-mayor, 
was  delivered  into  the  court,  and, 
uppn  a  motion  being  made  for  the 
reading  the  faid  petition,  great  de- 
bates'enfued  ;  and  on  the  quelHon 
being  put,  it  was  carried  and  read. 
A  motion  was  then  made  that  the 
petition'do  lie  on  the  table,  and, 
on  a  divifion  beino-  demanded  and 
granted,  there  appeared  feven  al¬ 
derman  and  73  comrnon-council- 
men  for  the  queftion  ;  and  one  al¬ 
derman  and  72  common-council- 
men  againil  it  j  whereupon  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

,  This  day  about  three 
’  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
his  Royal  Highnefs "  the  Duke  of 
Giouceher,  his  duchefs,  family, 
and  retinue,  arrived  at  Glouceher 
houfe  from  Italy  ;  his  royal  high- 
nefs  is  in  a  much  better  itate  of 
health  than  was  expedled. 

The  following  is  the  ellimate  of 
the  charge  of  pulling  down  and 
rebuilding  the  gaol  of  Newgate  : 

Leafehoid  interehs  to  be  pur- 
chafed  in  the  Old-Bailey,  from  the 
Mafon’s  Yard  to  Newpate,  and 
fome  houfes  oppolite  thereto, 
60C0I,  The  old  materials  were  to 
pay  for  taking  down,  and  clearing 
away  the  rubbifli  to  the  furface  of 
the  flreets.  The  New  Prifon  to 
anfwer  the  late  Seffions  Houfe,  and 
to  contain  diftin£l  wards  for  the 
men  and  women  debtors,  and  men 
and  women  felons,  tranfports,  ^ind 
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convicts  ;  a  chapel,  a  keeper^^ 
houfe,  taphoufe,  futlery,  yards, 
area,  ponds  of  water,  See.  which 
required  160  fquares  of  new  build¬ 
ing,  which,  on  account  of  the  re- 
quifite  flrength,  would  coft  250 1, 
per  fquare,  40,000!.  Salaries  and 
gratuities  to  the  furvevor,  the  com- 
mittee  clerk,  the  chamberlain’s 
clerks,  8^c.  2750I.  Incidental 

expences,  1250I.  Total  50,000!. 

At  the  feflions  for  the  ^  , 
county  of  Norfolk,  a  tradef- 
man  of  Norwich,  for  cheating  at 
cards,  was  fined  20 1.  and  fentenced 
to  fairer  fix  months  imprifonment 
in  the  caflle,  without  bail  or  main- 
prize  ;  and,  in  cafe  the  faid  fine 
was  not  paid  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term,  then  to  hand  on  the  pil¬ 
lory  one  hour,  with  his  ears  nailed 
to  the  fame. 

The  following  is  a  true  hate  cf 
the  different  methods  of  getting 
money  by  lottery-ofhce-keepers, 
and  other  ingenious  perfons,  who 
have  llruck  out  different  plans  of 
getting  money  by  the  hate  lottery 
of  1 777. 

Firh,  His  majehy’s  royal  letters 


purchalers. 

zdly,  A  few  office-keepers  who 
advertife,  “  By  authority  of  par¬ 
liament,”  to  fecure  your  property 
in  fhares  and  chances. 

3diy,  Several  fchemes  for  fhares 
and  chances,  only  entitling  the 
purchafers  to  all  prizes  above 
twenty  pounds. 

4thiy,  A  bait  for  thofe  who  can 
only  afford  to  venture  onejhilling. 

Then  come  the  ingenious  fett  of 
lottery  merchants,  viz.  Lottery 
magazine  proprietors — Lottery  tay- 
lors — Lottery  hay-makers — Lot¬ 
tery  glovers— Lottery  hat- makers 
—Lottery  tea-merchants— Lottery 

fnuff 
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fnufF  and  tobacco  merchants — Lot¬ 
tery  handkerchiefs — Lottery  bakers 
— Lottery  barbers  (where  a  man, 
for  being  fhaved,  and  paying 
three-pence,  may  ftand  a  chance 
of  getting  ten  pounds) — Lottery 

fhoe-blacks  - Lottery  eating- 

houfes ;  one  in  Wych-llreet,  Tem¬ 
ple-bar,  where,  if  you  call  for  fix- 
penny-worth  of  roaft  or  boiled 
beef,  you  receive  a  note  of  hand, 
with  a  number,  which,  fhould  it 
turn  out  fortunate,  may  entitle  the 
eater  of  the  beef  to  fixty  guineas. — 
Lottery  oyller-ltalls,  by  which  the 
fortunate  may  get  five  guineas  for 
three-penny-worth  of  oyiters.  And, 
to  complete  this  curious  catalogue, 
an  old  woman,  who  keeps  a  fau- 
fage-fiall  in  one  of  the  little  alleys 
leading  to  Srnithfield,  wrote  up 
in  chalk.  Lottery  Jaujages^  or  five 
fhillings  to  be  gained  for  a  far¬ 
thing  relifn. 

A  young  woman  at  Paris,  en¬ 
raged  at  being  abandoned  by  her 
lover ;  after  many  ufelefs  re¬ 
proaches,  at  length  waited  on  him 
a  few  days  ago,  and  told  him,  that 
being  unable  to  furvive  his  perfidy, 
Ihe  was  determined  to  fight  him, 
and  that  fhe  had  brought  two  pifiols 
with  her  for  that  purpofe.  The 
gentleman  took  one,  and,  making 
light  of  the  matter,  fired  it  into 
the  air  ;  but  Ihe,  not  imitating  his 
example,  and  become  perfectly 
mad  through  delpair,  fired  her’s 
at  him,  and^w'ounded  him  dread¬ 
fully  in  the  face.  The  gentleman’s 
•  name  is  handed  about ;  he  is  faid 
to  be  a  man  of  quality,  and  an 
©dicer  in  the  navy. 

Died,  at  Dover,  o^n  his  way  to 
Paris,  on  the  2 id  of  this  month, 
Samuel  Foote,  Kfq'.  He  left  Lon¬ 
don,  as  we  are  told,  on  Sunday, 
and  when  he  arrived  here  was  taken 
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ill  ;  foon  after  which  he  was  feized 
with  an  apopleftic  fit,  and  never 
recovered.  He  was  attended  on 
his  journey  only  by  a  menial  fer- 
vant.  Immediately  on  his  expir¬ 
ing,  an  exprefs  was  difpatched 
to  acquaint  his  friends  with  his 
death. 

Mr.  Foote  has  left  the  bulk  of 
his  fortune  to  his  natural  fon,  a 
child  about  feven  years  of  age  ;  but 
in  cafe  he  fhould  die  before  he  ar¬ 
rives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
then  his  property  is  to  go  to  Mr. 
Jewel,  late  treafurer  of  the  Hay- 
market  theatre,  who  is  left  exe¬ 
cutor. 

Francis  Wilkes,  day-labourer,  on 
the  heath  near  Stourbridge,  aged 
109.  His  poor  neighbours  were 
perfuaded  that  he  had  purchafed 
immortality  from  a  witch. 

Thomas  Carter,  the  dwarf,  who 
was  about  25  years  of  age,  and 
only  three  feet  four  inches  high. 


NOVEMBER. 

Mr.  RufTen,  who  was  lately  - 
convided  at  the  Old  Bailey,  *  * 
was  bred  a  chair-maker,  which  pro- 
feffion  he  followed  till  the  age  of 
25,  or  26.  Having  a  turn  for  re¬ 
ligious  difputation,  and  the  ftudy 
of  the  feriptures,  he  became  a 
member  of  foine  private  focieties, 
which  met  to  diTcufs  points  of 
theological  controverfy.  Some 
time  after  he  commenced  DifTent- 
ing  Teacher;  but  being  defirous 
of  entering  into  the  Church  of 
Enghand,  he  was  (by  the  interell 
of  a  certain  noble  earl,  whofe  no¬ 
tice  he  had  attrafted)  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  late  Bifhop  of  London, 
who,  after,  much  difficulty,  gave 
him  orders,  (as  is  exprefsly  men¬ 
tioned) 
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tioned)  becaufe  of  his  knowledge 
in  the  fcriptures ;  he  then  intend¬ 
ed,  or,  at  lead,  the  bifhop  was 
made  to  believe  he  intended,  to 
remove  to  Florida,  under  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  the  fociety  for  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  gofpel ;  but  foon 
after  entering  into  orders,  he 
thought  proper  to  abandon  that  de- 
iign,  and  fettled  in  London. 

When  the  lord  mayor  eledl, 
with  his  attendants,  were  feated  at 
'  the  lord  chancellor’s,  his  lordfhip, 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  lord  mayor 
eleft,  acquainted  him,  “  That  his 
majefty  highly  approved  of  the 
choice  made  by  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  telling  him,  at  the  fame 
time,  what  pleafure  they  mud  feel 
on  a  return  of  that  dignity,  peace, 
and  tranquillity,  which  had  been 
lod  and  didurbed  for  many  years 
pad ;  and  hoped  that  matters 
would  return  to  the  old  channel, 

.  This  evening,  about  nine 
2  ’  o’clock,  the  queen  was  hap¬ 
pily  delivered  of  a  princefs.  His 
Grace  the  Archbifiiop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  feveral  lords  of  his  majedy’s 
mod  honourable  privy  council,  and 
the  ladies  of  her  majedy’s  bed¬ 
chamber,  were  prefent. 
s  At  a  court  of  common 
'  council  held  this  day,  Mr.  S. 
Thorp  got  up  and  obferved,  that 
at  the  lad  court,  a  petition  from 
the  creditors  of  Mr.  Alderman 
Wilkes  had  been  introduced,  which 
was  carried  by  a  very  fin  all  majo¬ 
rity  to  lie  upon  the  table;  and 
that  the  principal  arguments  urged 
againd  the  petition  were,  that  it 
would  be  indelicate  to  interfere  in 
a  private  difpute  between  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  his  creditors  ;  the  court 
feemed  in  general  to  agree,  that 
Mr.  Wilkes’s  public  fervice  and 
fufferings  deferved  fome  recom- 


pence,  but  did  not  approve  of  that 
mode ;  he  therefore  begged  leave 
to  acquaint  the  court,  that  at  the 
next  meeting  of  common  council  a 
motion  would  be  made  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purport : 

“  That  the  chamberlain  of  this 
city  be  directed  to  pay  to  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  during  the  plea¬ 
fure  of  this  court,  as  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  public  fervices  to 
Englidimen  in  general,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  London  in  particular. 

An  apple  tree  in  the  orch-  ^  , 
ard  of  Mr.  Hackman  of  Lin- 
field  in  SuFex,  produced  this  year 
74  bufliels.  The  fruit  was  weighed, 
and  the  average  weight  of  each 
bufhel  was  561b.  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  above  remarkable 
tree  bore  one  ton,  three  hundred, 
and  fifty-fix  pounds  weight. 

Florence,  Od.  14.  An  account 
has  been  received  from  Radico- 
fani,  (an  ancient  town  near  the 
copfines  of  the  Roman  State)  that 
on  the  5th  of  this  infi.  a  fevere 
Ihock  of  an  earthquake  had  ‘been 
felt  there,  and  in  the  adjacent 
mountains,  which  had  done  great 
damage  :  Some  houfes  were  thrown 
down,  and  the  mountains  were 
fplit,  and  feparated  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  the  high  road  in  fome  places 
impafiable  ;  trees  were  torn  up  by 
the  roots,  and  a  wall,  which  fur- 
rounded  a  convent  of  Francifcan, 
friars,  funk  perpendicularly  into 
the  ground.  For  ^ome  days  before 
a  fubterraneous  noife  had  been 
heard,  which  alarmed  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  many  of  whom  abandoned 
the  town,  and  lived  in  tents.  The 
fame  noife  continued  after  the ' 
fhock,  which,  according  to  the 
common  opinion,  indicates  an  erup¬ 
tion  in  fome  part  of  the  moun- 
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tain,  where  formerly  there  was  a 
volcano. 

,  A  duel  was  lately  fought 
’  at  New  -  York,  between 
Capt.  Pennington,  of  the  Cold- 
ftream  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards, 

;  and  Capt.  Tollemache,  hulband  of 
I^ady  Bridget  Tollemache,  when 
the  latter  was  unfortunately  killed 
on  the  fpot. - The  quarrel  origi¬ 

nated  from  a  Sonnet  being  written 
by  Capt.  Pennington,  which  Capt. 
Tollemache  took  up  as  refledling 
upon  the  fuppofed  wit  of  his  lady. 
After  firing  a  brace  of  piftols  each 
without  effedl,  the  gentlemen  drew 
I  their  fwords,  when  Capt.  Tolle¬ 
mache  was  run  through  the  heartj 
and  Capt.  Pennington  received  fe- 
ven  wounds,  of  which  he  lay  fo 
dangeroufiy  ill  when  the  accounts 
came  awayj  that  his  life  was  def- 
paired  of. 

,  This  day  a  court  of  com- 
^  mon-council  was  held  at 
Guildhall,  at  which  were  prefent 
the  lord  mayor.  Aldermen  Alfop, 
Bridgen,  Harley,  Bull,  Sawbridge, 
the  Recorder,  Plumbe,  Oliver, 
Kennett,  Thomas,  Plomer,  Hay- 
Jey,  Hart,  Wright,  Pugh,  and  the 
two  fheriffs. 

A  motion  was  made,,  that  Mr. 
Chamberlain  do  pay  to  John 
Wilkes,  Efq;  alderman,  ^ool. 
per  annum,  during  the  pleafure 
of  this  court,  for  his  pad:  fervices  5 
the  fame  was  declared  to  be  car¬ 
ried  in  the  negative,  and,  a  divi- 
fion  being  (demanded  and  granted, 
there  appeared  againll  the  quefiion 
12  aldermen  and  96  commoners, 
and  for  the  queftion  four  aldermen 
and  69  commoners ;  upon  which 
his  lordlhip  declared  the  fame  to 
be  carried  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and 
feconded,  that  it  is  the  opiriiijn  of 
V^OL.  XX,  1777* 
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this  court,  that  the  granting  any* 
annuity  to  John  Wilkes,  Elq;  al¬ 
derman  of  the  ward  of  Farringdon 
Without,  Or  the  paying  any  of  that 
gentleman’s  debts  out  of  the  city 
calh,  whether  contrafled  in  his 
mayoralty  or  not,  would  be  am 
improper  application  tliereof,  and 
a  molt  dangerous  precedent ;  and 
the  previous  queilion  being  put, 
whether  that  queilion  be  now  put, 
the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  af¬ 
firmative  ;  and,  th-e  queftion  being 
put,  the  lord  mayor  declared  the 
fame  was  carried  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive  ;  and,  a  divifion  being  de¬ 
manded  and  granted,  there  ap-* 
peared  12  aldermen  and  93  com¬ 
moners  for  the  affirmative,  and 
four  aldermen  and  70  commoners 
for  the  negative,  whereupon  the 
fame  w^as  declared  to  be  refolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  motion  of  thanks- 
to  the  late  lord  mayor  was  agreed 
to  \  — 

It  is  unanimoufly  refolved  and 
ordered,  that  the  thanks  of  this 
court  be  given  to  the  Right  Hon^ 
Sir  Thomas  Hallifax,  Knt.  late 
lord  mayor  of  this  city,  for  his 
cOnftant  application  to,  and  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of,  the  duties  of 
that  high  and  important  office ; 
for  fupporting  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  thereof  with  fplendor  and  hof- 
pitality ;  for  his  diligent  and  un¬ 
wearied  attendance  in  the  admini- 
llration  of  juftice,  which  he  dif- 
charged  in  every  inftance  with  the 
utmoft:  candour  and  impartiality  ; 
for  his  chearful  and  ready  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  reft:  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  whenever  they  defired  ta 
be  aftembied  ;  for  the  eafy  accefs 
he  conftantly  gave  to  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  corporation  ;  for  his  vi¬ 
gilant  and  fteady  attachment  to, 
*  [OJ  and 
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and  very  able  vindication  of  the 
conditutional  rights  of  the  fubjed:, 
by  refuling  to  back  prefs-warrants ; 
for  his  great  humanity  in  relieving 
the  diftrefies  of  the  poor,  thereby 
enabling  them  to  enjoy  the  bleffings 
of  a  plentiful  harveft  ;  and  his 
firmnefs  in  promoting,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  the  true  interefla  of  this 
great  metropolis. 

This  day  his  majeky 
opened  the  prefen t  feifion  of 
parliament,  being  the  fourth  of 
the  fourteenth  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  with  a  moil  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne. 

This  day,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  -  Bench,  a  queflion, 
which  has  been  fufpended  on  the 
oppofite  opinions,  and  by  oppohte 
adjudications  of  different  judges, 
for  upwards  of  two  hundred  years, 
was  lolemnly  deternnned  in  this 
court  by  Lord  Mansfield,  with  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  all  the 
judges.  The  cafe  was  between 
Pugh  and  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  and 
the  queftion  rcfpedling  the  con- 
ftrudVion  in  leafes  of  the  terms  “  of 
and  frora-  the  date,”  and  from  the 
day  of  the  date  ^ — Whether  one 

did  not  imply  a  leafe  in  pofTeffion,. 
and  the  other  a  leafe  in  reveriion  I 
His  iordfhip  was  of  opinion,  that 
either  form  was  to  be  conftrued 
according  to  the  fenfe  of  the  words, 
as  they  frequently  occur,  and  are 
ufed  in  the  language,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  obvious  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  parties  ;  and  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  although  the  moil 
learned  in  the  profefiion  had  cavil¬ 
led  upon  them  for  fo  many  years, 
with  a  contention  fhameful  even 
to  fchoolmeri,  they  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  of  equal  meaning  : 
That  in  law  there  was  no  fradlion 
ef  a  day  ;  and  that  of  and  from  the 


day  of  the  date,  and  ^ and from  tht 
date^  flriiftly  implied  the  very  fame 
meaning. 

In  the  court  of  common-  , 
pleas  was  finally  determin-  ^ 
ed,  the  queftion  referved  for  the 
opinion  of  the  bench,  in  the  cafe 
of  Sayre  and  Rochford.  The 
queftion  was  upon  the  admiffibllity 
of  certain  evidence  offered  by  the 
plaintiff  on  the  trial,  and  if  admit¬ 
ted  its  lubfequentconfequencesuporss 
the  merits.  The  queftion  was  fre¬ 
quently  very  ably  argued  by  coun- 
fel  on  both  fides.  Mr.  Serjeant 
Glynn  yefterday  argued  his  point 
with  great  ingenuity;  contended, 
that  the  offer  of  bail  made  by  Mr. 
Reynolds,  and  rejefted  by  the  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  in  his  capacity  as 
magiftrate,  made  him  a  trefpaffer 
ab  inido,  as  his  client  was  com¬ 
mitted  for  a  bailable  offence.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Davy,  on  the  other  fide, 
overturned  the  reafoning  of  his 
learned  brother,  and  defended  the 
commitment.  As  foon  as  the  ar¬ 
guments  were  finilhed  by  the  bar. 
Chief  juftice  de  Grey  delivered  his 
opinion  in  the  cleareil  and  moft 
forcible  manner.  He  began  by 
obferving  the  queftion  was  within 
a  very  narrow  compafs,  and  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  pleadings,  which 
he  ftated.  He  faid,  that  a  queftion 
of  fad  and  law  arofe  ;  but  until 
the  firft  was  eftablifhed,  the  other 
could  not  be  entered  upon ;  he 
then  defined  the  nature  of  fpecial 
pleading  ;  what  could  or  could  not 
be  brought  in  iffue  i  he  took  no¬ 
tice  of  what  came  from  the  bar  re- 
fpedlng  magiftrates :  he  was  clear¬ 
ly  of  opinion,  that  a  magiftrate 
ading  by  virtue  of  his  authority  but 
miftaking  their  extent,  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  trefpaffer  ab 
inito,  but  only  from  his  departure 
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from  legal  authority.  He  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  firfl  queflion,  and 
took  a  view  of  the  replication,  and 
declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  no 
new  matter  could  be  introduced  or 
given  in  evidence  by  the  plaintiff 
Sayre,  without  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  rules  of  law  that  govern 
fpecial  pleading.  The  other  juftices 
agreed  in  opinion  with  Sir  William 
De  Grey,  and  cited  feveral  adjudged 
cafes  that  made  diredlly  againll 
what  was  contended  for  by  the 
plaintiff. 

Yefterday  morning  Mr.  Horne 
appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  court  of 
Xing’s  Bench,  Weltminfler,  to  re¬ 
ceive  fentence,  for  publifhing  an 
advertifement  from  the  Conflitu- 
tional  Society,  accuflng  his  ma- 
jefly’s  troops  at  Lexington,  in  A- 
merica,  of  murder.  I'he  four 
judges  of  that  court  were  prefenti 
Lord  Mansfield  opened  the  bufinefs 
with  great  candour  and  ability, 
and  in  a  clear  and  mafterly  man¬ 
ner,  and  w'as  followed  by  the  at¬ 
torney  general.  Mr.  Horne  re¬ 
plied,  and  fpoke  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  refpedling  two 
circumftances  by  him  averred  to  be 
omitted  in  the  informatioti  againft 
him,  viz.  that  the  Americans  were 
in  rebellion,  and  that  the  king 
had  fent  troops  to  America  to  fup- 
jprefs  it,  and  to  exculpate  himfelf 
from  the  charge ;  after  which  the 
court  paffed  the  following  fentence 
on  him,  viz.  That  he  fhould  be 
imprifoned  for  one  year,  pay  a  fine 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  find 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
three  years,  himfelf  in  400I.  and 
two  fecurities  in  200I.  each.  The 
court  was  very  full,  and  the  above 
bufinefs  took  up  about  an  hour  and 
a  half. 


Florence,  No'V.  4. 

On  the  15  th  of  lall  month  a  vio¬ 
lent  florra,  which  extended  itfelf 
thro’  various  parts  of  Tufeany,  oc- 
cafioned  very  great  damage,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  province  called 
Mugello.  The  rivers  overflowed 
their  banks,  the  water  in  fome 
places  rifing  to  the  height  of  fif¬ 
teen  feet,  and  made  a  general  de- 
vailation  in  all  the  adjacent  parts  ; 
many  buildings  were  thrown  down^ 
and  a  great  number  of  cattle  de- 
flroyed  :  great  part  of  the  flate  of 
Pifa  was  likevvife  laid  under  water, 
and  flill  remains  in  fo  bad  a  con¬ 
dition  as  to  prevent  its  being  cul¬ 
tivated  ;  the  great  refervoir  on  the 
mountain,  which  fupplies  the  town 
of  Pifa  with  water,  was  much  da- 
magedi  The  flate  of  Lucca  has 
alfo  fuffered  greatly  by  the  over¬ 
flowing  of  the  river  Serchio.  This 
fiorm  of  rain  was  accompanied  by 
a  violent  wind,  with  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  hail  of  an  extraordinary 
fize,  which  did  great  damage  to 
the  buildings  and  fruit-trees;  and 
feveral  fhocks  of  an  earthquake 
were  felt  in  many  parts  during  the 
ftorm;  which  lafled  ten  hours. 
Accounts  are  daily  coming  in  of  the 
devaflation  it  has  caufed  in  difi'er- 
ent  places. 

Mr.  Gretton,  a  Middlefex 
juflice,  appeared  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  tojuflify  bail  upon 
an  action  of  trover  for  the  fum  of 
io,oDol.  It  appeared,  that  Mr. 
Gretton  had  been  applied  to  in  the 
cafe  of  Moudroit,  who  was  inhu- 
m.anly  murdered  (fee  p.  204)  ;  that 
he  had  fecured  fuch  part  of  Mou- 
droit’s  efleftsas  could  be  recovered, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  right  heirs ; 
but  that  a  woman,  of  'infamous 
character,  had  been  procured,  who 
[G]  2  had 
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had  fworn  herfelf  the  mother  of 
Moudroit,  and  the  next  of  kin  ; 
whereas  there  were  now  alive  a 
wife  and  child,  to  whom  he  was 
ready  to  deliver  faid  effefts,  when¬ 
ever  he  could  do  it  with  fafety. 
Lord  Mansheld  ordered  the  woman 
to  be  profecuted  for  perjury,  and 
the  juftice  to  be  difcharged  on  com¬ 
mon  bail. 

Died,  At  AfkeW,  near  Bedale 
in  Yorkfhire,  Ann  Johnfon,  in  her 
105th  year.  She  was  mother  to  fix 
children,  grandmother  to  thirty 
fix,  and  great-grandmother  to  fix. 

In  his  78th  year,  Mr.  William 
Bowyer,  an  eminent  printer,  and 
who  united  to  that  profelTion  a 
diftinguiflied  degree  of  clafficai  and 
critical  erudition. 

John  Houferaan,  a  labouring 
man,  at  Seffay,  near  Thirfk  in 
Yorkiliire,  aged  11 1. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Rock,  aged 
87  years. 


D  E  C  E  M  B  P:  R. 

^  This  evening  the  }mung 
princefs  was  baptized  in  the 
council  chamber  at  St.  James’s  by 
the  Archbifiiop  of  Canterbury,  by 
the  name  of  Sophia.  There  was 
a  great  number  of  the  nobility  pre- 
fen  t. 

The  report  was  made  -to  his 
majefly  in  council  of  the  con- 
vidls  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  when  the  three  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  Fri¬ 
day,  the  1 2th  ink.  viz.  bv'lorris 
Geary,  Sarah  Ellifon,  and  Benja¬ 
min  Ruflen. 

I'he  following  were  refpited 
during  his  majeily’s  pleafure,  viz. 
James  Anderfon,  Nicholas  .R.ider, 
William  Leveridge,  Robert  CoL 


lins,  Michael  Callimin,  Henry 
Farkinfon,  Thomas  Antibus,  Tho¬ 
mas  Tilling,  George  Johnfon,  and 
John  Smith,  alias  Smithvvaite,  for 
privately  ftealing. 

His  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed,  a 
few  days  afterwards,  to  refpite  the 
execution  of  Sarah  Elifon  during 
his  pleafure. 

Was  tried  before  Lord 
Mansfield  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  a  remarkable  caufe, 
the  firft  of  its  kind,  Cabrier  againfl 
Anderfon,  for  putting  his  (Ca¬ 
rrier’s)  name  to  five  watches  made 
by  the  defendant,  and  thereby 
hurting  the  reputation  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  A  verdid  was  given  for 
lool.  being  20I.  for  each  watch, 
"agreeable  to  an  a6l  of  parliament 
of  VGiliam  III. 

This  night’s  Gazette  con-  ,  , 
tains  a  lift  of  veffels  feized  as 
prizes,  and  of  recaptures  made  by 
_  the  American  fquadron,  between 
the  27th  of  May  and  24th  of  Odto- 
ber,  1777,  according  to  the  re¬ 
turns  received  by  Vice-Admiral 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe.  The  total 
number  of  prizes  118,  recaptures 
13.  Signed  by  Lord  Howe. 

The  ifffions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
foners  were  fentenced  to  death : 
viz.  John  North,  for  healing  a 
gelding;  John  Gahagan.for  break-^ 
ing  into  a  houfe  at  Mary- bone, 
ftealino-  a  20I.  bank-note,  three 
guineas,  eight  half-guineas,  &c. 
William. Borden,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr.  Colley, 
at  Shoreditch,  and  fiealinp-  lace 
and  millinery  goods  to  the  value 
of  300!.^  T.  Field,  for  a  burglary 
in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Whitehead, 
grocer,  in  St.  John’s-ftreet,  and 
healing  fome  notes  and  50I.  in 
cafh  ;  Morgan  Morris  and  Benja¬ 
min 
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min  JohnCon,  for  breaking  open 
fome  flabjes  in  Chifwell  -  ftreet, 
and  dealing  feveral  bridles,  four 
faddles,  and  a  horfe-cloth  ;  Wm. 
Pollard,  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  houfe  and  apartment  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Longvvorth,  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  dealing  a  black  filk  mode 
cloak,  and  other  apparel  ;  and 
Francis  Mercier,  otherwife  Louis 
de  Butte,  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Monf.  Moudroit. 

When  Mercier  was  brought  into 
court,  on  being  afked,  whether  he 
was  guilty  or  not  guilty  ?  he  ap¬ 
peared  lo  dupified,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  make  any  anfvver.  The 
quedion  w'as  repeated  feveral  times, 
but  without  effedl  :  Judge  Adon 
then  ordered  the  a£l  to  be  read, 
which  enables  the  court  to  pafs 
fentence  when  prifoners  refufe  to 
plead;  a  jury  was  therefore  im- 
pannelled  to  try  whether  the  pri- 
foner  was  obdinately  mute,  or  mute 
by  the  vifitation  of  God.  One 
witnefs  proved  that  on  Thurfday 
night  he  was  with  the  prifoner 
fome  time ;  that  he  undeidood 
Englifli  pretty  well ;  that  he  then 
converfed  with  chearfulnefs,  and 
did  not  feem  unable  to  take  his 
trial.  The  next  witnefs  was  juf- 
tice  Gretton,  who  proved  that  the 
prifoner  both  fpoke  and  wrote 
Englidi  ;  the  third  witnefs  was  one 
of  the  gaoler’s  fervants,  who  prov¬ 
ed,  that  as  they  were  bringing  him 
from  Newgate,  he  heard  him  fpeak, 
and  fay  he  would  not  fit.  A  fur- 
geon  alfo  examined  the  prifoner, 
who  faid  there  did  not  appear  to 
him  any  caufe  why  he  could  not 
fpeak.  Judge  Adon  then  fummed 
up  this  evidence  to  the  jury,  when 
they  gave  their  verdidt,  that  the 
prifoner  was  obdinately  mute,  and 
not  by  the  vifitation  of  God  ;  then 
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the  judge  proceeded  to  pafs  fen¬ 
tence,  that  he  Ihould  be  hanged 
next  Monday,  and  his  body  to  be 
anatomized ;  he  was  then  taken 
out  of  court,  and  after  the  next 
trial  was  over,  Mr.  Akerman  ac¬ 
quainted  the  court  that  Mercier 
was  come  to  his  fenfes,  and  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  to  the  court ;  he  was 
therefore  brought  in  again, and  then 
appeared  fenlible,  though  weak  ; 
his  requed  was,  that  Ins  fentence 
might  be  refpited  for  fome  time 
till  he  could  reoent  of  his  crime, 
and  prepare  for  death  ;  this  could 
not  be  complied  with,  and  he  was 
remanded  accordingly. 

Abraham  Adams  and  John  Foote 
were  convidled  of  killing  and  Bay¬ 
ing  Elizabeth  Jefferies,  at  Beth¬ 
nal-green,  on  the  5th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  lad,  by  firing  a  pidol  (at  a 
bonfire),  the  wadding  of  which 
wounded  the  child  in  the  fide,  and 
occafioned  its  death.  William 
Wynn,  a  podman  belonging  to  the 
General  Fod-office,  was  tried  for 
felonioudy  dealing,  on  the  yth  of 
Odtober  lad,  from  out  of  a  letter 
diredled  to  the  Hon.  Lady  Mary 
Forbes,  at  Margate,  ten  bank  poft 
bills,  payable  to  the  Hon.  John 
Forbes,  value  received  of  John 
Lamb,  of  Golden  -  fquare,  Efq; 
lettered,  marked,  and  numbered, 
as  dated  in  the  indidlrnent.  The 
indictment  was  not  laid  capital, 
but  he  was  found  guilty.  Fourteen 
were  fentenced  to  hard  labour  on. 
the  Thames  for  three  years ;  ten 
to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  cor- 
redlion,  three  of  whom  are  for  five 
years,  and  feven  for  three  years ; 
31  branded,  and  committed  to  the 
houfe  of  correflion  for  different 
terms;  five  branded,  and  imprifoned 
in  Newgate;  5  to  be  whipped  ;  and 
42  were  difehargedby  proclamation. 
[0]  3  J.  Holmes j 
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J.  Holmes,  the  grave-digger  of 
St.  George’s,  Bloomfoury,  Robert 
Wiiliams,  his  affiftant,  and  Efiher 
Donaldfon,  were  indidted  at  the 
Guildhall,  Wefrminher,  for  a  mif- 
demeancr,  for  healing  the  dead 
body  of  Mrs.  jane  Sainlbury,  who 
died  on  the  9th  of  laft  October, 
and  was  buried  in  the  burial  place 
or  St.  George’s,  Bloomfbury,  on 
the  Monday  following.  On  this 
occafion  Mr.  Sainlbury  was  under 
the  painful  necelTity  of  appearing 
to  identify  the  remains  of  his  wife. 
Holmes  and  V/illiams  were  found 
guilty  on  the  cleareh  evidence ; 
but  nothing  being  proved  againll 
Donaldfon,  fhe  was  acquitted.  The 
fentence  of  Holmes  and  Williams 
was  fix  months  imprifonment  each, 
and  eachtobepublicklyandfeverely 
whipped  twice,  in  the  firh  and  laft 
week  of  their  imprifonment,  from 
Kingfgate-ftreet,  Holborn,  to  Dyot- 
ilreet,  St.  Giles’s,  which  is  full 
half  a  mile.  The  latter  part  of 
the  fentence  has  been  fince  remit¬ 
ted  by  his  majehy,  as  it  was  ap¬ 
prehended  that  the  mob  were  fo 
irritated  againll  them,  that  their 
lives  might  be  endangered  by  its 
execution. 

r  A  very  extraordinary  affair 
7  *  became  the  fubjedl  of  invehi- 

gation  upon  the  trial  of  an  appeal 
at  Guildhall,  Weftminher.  A  man 
lived  with  his  wife  23  years,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  he  had  eight 
children  by  her.  On  a  fudden  he 
W'as  llrock  with  the  perfonal  qua¬ 
lifications  of  another  female,  whom 
he  courted  ;  and  in  order  to  gain 
full  poffellion  of  his  charmer,  this 
docafd  inilituted  a  fait  of  jadlita^ 
tion  in  the  commons,  under  a  co¬ 
lour  that  his  marriage  being  in  the 
Fleet,  was  unlawful,  confequently 
iioli  and  void,  though  it  took  place 
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before  the  aB.  to  prohibit  their  tak¬ 
ing  effeft  in  point  of  law;  the 
confequence  was,  what  the  man 
forefaw  and  relied  upon  :  The 
v.'oman,  unable  to  fupport  the  very 
heavy  charges  of  a  defence,  w'as 
forced  to  give  a  tacit  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  her  hulband’s  allegations, 
and  of  courfe  the  eccleliallical  court 
pronounced  the  man  free  t®  marry 
again.  He  then  had  obtained  his 
wilhes,  and  takes  by  the  hand  his 
beloved  objed,  and  abandons  his 
firfl;  wife,  who,  with  four  fine  chil¬ 
dren,  in  courfe  fell  upon  the  pa- 
rifh.  A  very  intereiling  argument 
enfued  between  the  counfel,  how 
far  the  fentence  in  the  commons 
fhould  operate  againll  the  telli- 
mony  of  the  firfl  wife.  On  one 
fide  it  w'as  infilled,  that  the  judg¬ 
ment  was  much  more  than  fufiicient 
to  overturn  her  evidence,  for  there 
were  not  only  the  allegations,  but 
other  proof  to  combat  the  teflimony 
now  given.  Oh  the  contrary,  a 
comparifon  was  made  of  this  cafe 
with  that  of  a  certain  noble  lady, 
where  the  fentence  was  procured 
by  collufion,  and  therefore  not 
"'binding,  or  operative  in  any  other 
court  whatfoever.  Sir  J.  Hawkins 
and  the  whole  bench  concurred  in 
the  latter  opinion,  and  expreffed 
themfelves  warmly  againll  the  huf- 
band,  who,  to  the  allonifhrnent  of 
all  prefent,  appeared  at  the  fide  of 
the  council  that  argued  in  defence 
of  the  civil  decree.  Sir  John  wifh- 
cd,  he  faid,  that  the  court  had 
been  impowered  to  throvv^  the  whole 
expence  upon  the  hufband,  who 
had  ailed  the  charailer  of  a  villain 
with  fo  much  Compofure.  He 
flrongly  recommended  an  indict¬ 
ment  againll  him  for  bigamy,  which 
the  attorney  for  the  parilh  under¬ 
took  to  profecute, 

cth.  Tliji 
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The  towns  of  Manchefter 
^  *  dnd  Liverpool  have  entered 

into  a  fubfcription  to  raife  a  regi¬ 
ment  each,  to  be  employed  againll 
the  rebels  in  America. 

His  majefty  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  affent  to  the  following 
bills  :  The  land  tax  bill  ;  the 
malt  bill;  the  bill  for  fufpending 
the  habeas  corpus  adl ;  the  Vice- 
Treafurer^  of  Ireland’s  bill,  and 
fuch  other  bills  as  were  ready. 

1 2th  advice  of  Lord 

Mansfield,  the  iud^es  have 
declined  giving  an  opinion  upon 
the  rcferved  objedions,  as  dated, 
by  Mr.  Morgan,  in  the  cafe  of 
Harrifon,  convided  for  forgery. 
Judge  Blackltone,  who  tried  him, 
declares,  that  there  is  no  law  ex- 
iding  under  which  he  can  fufter, 
and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  receive 
an  immediate  difcharge.  The 
other  judges  advife,  that  he  fhould 
wave  his  demand  of  being  heard 
by  counfel,  and  plead  the  king’s 
pardon,  idued  under  the  great- 
feal  ;  and  fay,  that,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal,  they  will  confider  the  cafe 
with  the  utmod  caution  ;  fo  that 
the  friends  of  the  convid,  to  avoid 
danger,  advifed  him  to  accept  of 
the  medium. 

This  day  the  Rev.  Mr.  RulTen, 
for  a  rape,  and  Morris  Geary,  for 
coining,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 
Ruden,  jud  before  he  left  the  pri- 
fon,  feeing  a  company  about  him, 
made  ufe  of  this  emphatical  ex¬ 
predion,  ^tand  clear ^  look  to  your- 
JelveSy  I  am  the  f.rji  hypocrite  iti 
Sion.  He  behaved  v.'ith  decency, 
and  the  parting  between  him  and 
his  fon  was  very  affeding.  Pie 
denied  to  the  lad  his  having  carnal 
knowledge  of  the  girl  who  fvvore 


againd  him,  but  confefied  that  he 
had  done  what  he  ought  not  to 
have  done. 

One  Plarris  dood  on  the  pillory 
near  Wedminder-hall  gate,  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.  He 
fvvore  to  ferving  a  notice  of  ajudi- 
fication  of  bail,  in  an  adion  of 
750I.  whereby  the  debtor  put  in 
lham-bail,  was  releafed  from  pri- 
fon,  and  the  creditor  irrecoverably 
lod  his  debt. 

The  monument  of  Pvir.?. 
Macaulay,  which  was  erec-  * 
ted  by  Dr.  Wilfon,  in  the  church 
of  St.  Stephen,  Walbrook,  is  by 
order  of  the  vedry  to  be  taken 
down,  leave  not  having  been  ob¬ 
tained  for  putting  it  up. 

A  patent  palTed  the  great  . 
feal  of  a  grant  to  the  Right  * 
Hon.  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smy  the,  of 
a  penfion,  of  2400I.  per  ann.  pay¬ 
able  at  the  exchequer,  to  com¬ 
mence  from  the  date  of  his  refig- 
nation. 

Lately  came  on  before  the  juf- 
tices,  at  the  Guildhall,  Wedmin- 
der,  a  trial  with  which  the  public 
Ihould  be  made  acquainted.  One 
Holdernefs,  a  waterman,  plied 
fome  gentlemen,  and  when  in  his 
boat,  afked  where  they  were  going, 
up  or  down  ?  They  anfwered, 
down  ;  on  which  he  fwore  he  would 
not  carry  them.  The  company  in- 
fiding  that  he  fhould,  he  fwagged 
the  boat,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
filled  it,  an-d  funk  it  in  fourteen 
feet  water,  and  it  w^as  almod  a  mi¬ 
racle  that  no  lives  v/ere  lod.  The 
gentlemen  complained  to  the  w'a- 
termain’s  company,  but  they  dif- 
mified  the  complaint,  on  the 
ground  that  no  fkuller  was  obliged, 
by  jaw,  to  go  farther  down  than 
Cuckolds  Point,  nor  farther  up 
than  Vauxhall,  as  below  or  above 
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thole  places  there  were  no  fettled 
fares.  The  court,  however,  were 
of  opinion,  that  a  vvaterraan  ply*- 
ihg  for  paffengeis,  had  no  right  to 
demand  where  they  would  be  land¬ 
ed,  much  lefs  had  he  a  right  to 
endanger  their  lives  by  finking  his 
boat.  Being  tried  for  an  affault, 
he  was  found  guilty,  and  the  court 
were  proceeding  to  pr-onounce  fen- 
tence  of  imprifonment  in  Newgate 
for  one  whole  year,  when  the  pro- 
fecutor  interpofed,  in  compalfion 
to  his  family,  and  requeued  that 
it  might  be  mitigated  to  three 
months. 

,  A  caufe  came  on  atGiiild- 
hall,  before  Lord  Manf- 
iield  and  a  fpecial  jury,  in  which 
Meffrs.  Lewlly  and  Co.  merchants 
of  Briilol,  were  plaintiffs  ;  and 
Meffrs.  Cam  and  Co.  clothiers,  of 
Bradford,  Wilts,  defendants,.  The 
matter  in  difpute  was,  whofe  pro¬ 
perty  a  certain  quantity  of  Spanifli 
wool  was,  that  was  unfortunately 
dedroyed  by  the  memorable  fire  in 
Bell-lane,  Bridol,  occalioned  by 
the  villainous  defigns  of  John  the 
painter,  fome  of  which  wool  had 
been  previoufly  purchafed  by  the 
defendants,  but  at  that  time  re¬ 
mained  in  the  warehoufes  of  the 
plaintiffs.  Evidence  being  pro¬ 
duced  to  prove  the  weighing  of  the 
wool,  and  the  delivery  of  the  bill 
of  parcels  for  the  fame  to  the  de¬ 
fendants,  it  was  deemed  a  com¬ 
plete  fale,  and  the  jury  imme¬ 
diately  gave  a  verdift  for  the  plain¬ 
tiffs. 

Alfo  this  day  a  meeting  was 
held  at  thp  king’s  arms  tavern  in 
Gornhill,  to  confider  of  the  mod 
edeidual  mode  of  relieving  the 
didreffes  of  the  American  prifon- 
ers  in  the  different  gaols  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  About  one 


voted  into  the  chair,  when  feveral 
refolutions  were  voted,  and  carried 
without  a  divifion,  When  this 
bufinefs  was  ended,  a  committee 
was  chofen,  and  a  fubfcription 
opened,  at  wdiich  upwards  of  8ool, 
were  fubfcribed  in  lefs  than  an 
hour.  The  four  members  for  the 
city,  with  feveral  other  gentlemen, 
were  chofen  on  the  committee. 

Thomas  Sherwood  was  ^ 

examined  before  Sir  John  '  d 

«/ 

Fielding,  when  it  appeared,  that, 
by  means  of  a  forged  letter  of  at¬ 
torney  in  the  joint  names  of  Meffrs. 
Myonet  and  French,  two  country- 
clergymen,  he  had  fold  out  dock 
in  the  3  per  cent.  Bank  confol.  to 
the  ^amount  of  700I,  and  in  the 
South- Sea  houfe  800I.  under  the 
fame  forged  power,  to  which  he 
had  drawn  in  his  brother  and  his 
apprentice  to  be  lubfcribing  wit- 
neffes,  whom  Sherwood  perfuaded 
to  call  themfelves  falefmen  of 
Floundfditch,  though  only  fervants 
to  himfelf.  It  appears,  likewife, 
that,  notvvithdanding  this  fraud, 
Sherwood  became  a  bankrupt,  and 
that  he  was  deteded  by  this  forg¬ 
ed  power  being  found  among  his 
papers. 

Died,  John  Dyer,  at  Burton, 
in  Lancadiire,  aged  112.  He  had 
been  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  of 
King  William,  and  afterwards  in 
that  of  Queen  Ann,  under  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. 


General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrife^iings 
and  Burials,  f  ro??i  December,  lO, 
1776,  to  December  16,  1777. 

Chridened.  Buried. 

Males  933^  Males  11763 

Females  8962  Females  11566 
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In  all  23334 
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Whereof  have  died, 
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increafed  in  the  Burials  this  year 
4286. 

Bill  of  Mortality  for  Norwich, 
Chrillened.  Buried. 

Males  704  '  Males  502 

Females  585  Females  494 


Tn  all  1289  In  all  996 

Increafod  in  Chriftenings  77. 

Decreafed  in  Burials  362. 

At  Whitehaven,  Baptifms  273. 
Marriages  92.  Burials  207.  In^ 
creafed  in  baptifms  15.  Increafed 
in  marriages  3.  Decreafed  in  bu¬ 
rials  254. 

At  Whitby,  Baptifm  278.  Mar¬ 
riages  100.  Burials  219.  In¬ 
creafed  in  baptifms  27.  Increafed 
in  marriages  24.  Decreafed  in 
burials  59 — The  DilTenters  are  not 
included  in  thefe  numbers. 

At  Mancheller,  -there  were  1513 
chridenings,  577  marriages,  and 
864  burials.  Increafed  in  ehriflen- 
ingb  272  ;  increafed  in  marriages 
83  ;  decreafed  in  burials  356. 

At  Liverpool,  there  were  1224 
chridenings,  455  marriages,  and 
1760  burials.  Decreafed  in  chrif- 
tenings  12;  decreafed  in  marriages 
93  5  increafed  in  burials  89. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1777. 

Jan.  15.  Her  Grace  the  Duchefs 
of  Bucclcugh,  of  a  fon, 

20,  The  lady  of  Sir  John  Smith, 

Bart,  of  a  Ion,  in  Pall- 
mall. 

Feb.  14.  The  lady  of  Sir  Judin- 
ian  Ilham,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr, 
Baron  Hotham,  of  a  fon, 
in  Norfolk-dreet,  Strand. 

Marchlo.The  Hon.  Lady  Bagot, 
in  Upper  Brook-ilreet,  of 
,  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Lord  Stormont, 
at  his  lordftip’s  hotel,  in 
Paris,  of  a  Ion  and  heir. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Charles 
Hope  Weir,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

April  3.  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Tyrcon*r 
nel,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  Bayntun,  of  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  of  Hon.  Mart.  Bladen 
Hawke,  of  a  fon. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Col.  Con¬ 
way,  of  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Martin 
Folkes,  bart.  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Hillington-Hall, 
in  Norfolk.  . 

21.  Mademoifelle  de  Vallabri- 

ga,  fpoufe  to  the  Infant 
Don  Louis  of  Spain,  of 
a  prince,  at  Cadahalfo. 

24.  The  Grand  Duchefs  of  Tuf- 
cany,  of  a  princefs,  at  a 
palace  near  Florence, 

The  lady  of  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn,  Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 

May  7.  Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Leinder,  of  a  daughter,, 
at  Leinder-houfe,  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

The 
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The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Kenfington  of  a 
fon.  His  lorddiip  and  his 
lady  have  been  married 
twenty- two  years,  and 
never  had  a  child  before. 

The  lady  of  Lord  Wil¬ 
loughby  de  Broke,  of  a 
fon. 

June  I.  Right  Hon.  Lady  North^ 
of  a  fon. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of 
Rothes,  lady  of  Dr.  Pepys, 
of  a  daughter. 

July  I.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Kar- 
roughby  of  a  fon. 

Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Grafton,  of  a  daughter, 
28.  Her  royal  and  ferene 
highnefs  the  Princefs 
of  HelTe  CafTel,  of  a 
prince. 

Aug.  4.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Townfhend,  of  a  fon. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Hobart,  of  a 
fon; 

The  Duchefs  of  Chartres, 
of  two  princelTes. 
i^.  Her  majelty  the  Queen  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  of  a 

^  prince,  fince  named  Fran¬ 
cis,  Janvier,  Jofeph,  Jean, 
Baptifte,  Charles,  An¬ 
thony,  Pafchal  Gaetan, 
Gafpar,  Melchior,  Bal- 
thefar,  Louis. 

Sept.  5.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Dartrey,  of  a  daughter, 
in  Stanhope-ftreet,  May- 
fair. 

*  The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Stamford,  of 
a  daughter,  at  Dunham, 

^  in  Chelhire. 

6.  The  Infant  Archduchefs  of  a 
daughter,  at  Parma,  who 
has  received  the  names 


of  Charlotte  -  Marria  - 
Therefa-Louifa. 

II,  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prin¬ 
cefs  of  Allurias,  of  a  prin¬ 
cefs,  at  St.  Ildefonfo. 

O^.  10,  The  Countefs  of  Aboyne, 
of  a  fon. 

14.  The  lady  of  Sir  Jofeph 
Mawbey,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter,  at  Bottley,  in 
Surry. 

16,  The  Marchionefs  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  of  a  fon,  in 
Grofvenor  fquare. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Mary 
Ruthven,  of  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  of  Sir  T.  Egerton, 
Bart,  of  a  fon. 

28.  The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Dilon  Lee,  of  a 
fon  and  heir  at  ErulTels. 

30.  The  Duchefs  of  Manchef- 
ter,  of  a  daughter,  at  his 
grace’s  houfe  in  Portman- 
fquare. 

Nov.  1.  Countefs  ofThanet,  of  a 
fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  Charles  Doug- 
lafs,  Bart,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

20.  The  Countefs  of  Strath¬ 
more  of  a  daughter. 

Dec,  23.  The  lady  of  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  of  a  fon,  at  his 
iordlhip’s  houfe  in  Ar- 
lington-ftreet. 

24.  The  lady  of  Lord  Boflon, 
of  a  fon  and  heir,  in 
Grofvenor-fquare. 

Her  grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Argyle,  of  a  fon,  at  Ar- 
gyle-houfe. 


MARRIAGES,  1777. 

Jan.  3.  Gilbert  Elliot,  Efq;  (now 
Sir  Gilbert)  of  Lin^ 

coin’s- 
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coln’s-In  Fields,  to  Mifs 
Amyand,  filler  of  Sir 
George  Cornwall,  Bart. 

7.  Ralph  Milbanke,  Efq;  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Noel. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Strathmore, 
Andrew  Robinfon  Sto- 
ncy,  Efq;  of  Coldpig- 
hiil  in  the  county  of 
Durham. 

20.  Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Cot¬ 
ton  in  Staffordfhire,  Efq; 
member  for  Litchfield, 
to  Mifs  Cranford,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  George 
Cranford. 

27.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Marriot, 
Prebendary  of  Weflmin- 
iler,  to  Mifs  Anne  Cave, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Cave,  Bart,  of  Stanford- 
Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Leiceller. 

Lately,  Thomas  Pennant, 
Efq;  of  Downing,  to 
Mifs  Mollyn,  lifter  to 
Sir  Roger  Molly n,  Bart. 

4  member  for  Flint. 

Earl  of  Radnor,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Ann  Duncombe, 
one  of  the  daughters  and 
co-hcirelTes  of  the  late 
Lord  Feverlham  :  —  The 
reader  is  dejlred  to  corre^ 
the  mijiake  in  our  liji  of 
marriages  for  the  year 
1776. 

31.  —  Nelbit,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Manners,  daughter  of 
Lord  Robert  Manners, 
feb.  2,  Mr.  E.  H.  Sandys,  of 
Canterbury,  to  MifaSally 
Fagg,  youngell  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Fagg, 
Bart. 

In  Fran:e^  on  the  3d  inft. 
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Count  de  Rohan  Chabot 
Jarnac,  nephew  to  the 
Duke  de  Rohan,  at  the 
callle  of  Jarnac,  to  Mifs 
•  Smith,  filer  to  Sir  Skif- 
fington  Smith,  Bart,  of 
the  kingdom  ofireland. 

7.  Capt.  William  Arabine,  of 
the  king’s  life  guards,  to 
Mifs  Molyneux,  daugh^ 
ter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Capel  Molyneux,  Bart. 
15.  John  Burridge  Cholwich, 
Efq;  of  Farringdon  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  to 
Mifs  Dunke,  eldeft: 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Dunke,  Bart. 

19.  James  Trecothick,  Efq;  of 
Addington  place,  in  Sur¬ 
ry,  to  Mifs  Edraon  - 
ftone,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Sir  Arch.  Edmonftone, 
Bart. 

24.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Jackfon,  Bifliop  of  Kil¬ 
dare,  to  Mrs.  Cope,  re-- 
'  lidl  of  the  late  Rev.  An¬ 
thony  Cope,  Dean  of  Ar- 
r  magh. 

29.  Arthur  Shakefpear,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Ridley,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Ridley,  Efq; 
and  filer  to  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley,  Bart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of 
HelleDarmftadt,  with  his 
coufin  the  Princefs  Loui- 
fa  Carolina  Henrietta, 
daughter  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  Prince  George 
William  of  HelTe  Darm- 
ftadt,  at  Darmftadt* 
March  18. Lord  Deerhurft,  fon  to 
the  Earl  of  Coventry,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Catharine  Henley,  filer 

tQ 
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to  the  Earl  of  Northing- 
ton. 

Edward  Sacheverell  Sitwell, 
Efq;  ofMorley,  inDer- 
'  bylhire,  to  Mifs  Wheel- 

i  er,  daughter  of  Sir  Wil¬ 

liam  Wheeler,  of  Le- 
mington  Haftings,  in 
Warwickfhire,  Bart. 

April  2.  William  Hale,  Efq;  of 
Walden,  Hertfordlhire,  to 
Mifs  Grimfton,  lifter  to 
Lord  Grimfton. 

i8.  Ailieton  Curzon,  Efq;  to 
Mrs.  Trecothick,  lifter 
to  Sir  Willia-m  Meredith. 

27.  Lord  Bulkely,  to  Mifs  War¬ 
ren,  only  daughter  of 
Sir  G.  Warren. 

May  2.  Sir  Edward  Williams, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Rily,  of 
St.  James’s  place,  eldeft: 
daughter  and  one  of  the 
coheirelTes  of  the  late 
John  Rily,  Efq;  of 
Bread-ftreet. 

12.  Sir  John  Hales,  of  Lincoln- 
Ihire,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Ann 
Scott,  only  daughter  of 
John  Scott,  Efq;  of  Ful¬ 
ham. 

18.  William  Adam,  Efq;  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for 
Gatton,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Eleonora  Elphinftone,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  Lord 
Elphinftone., 

25.  Charles  Hamilton,  Efq; 
youngeft  fon  of  the  late 
Lord  Hamilton,  to  Mifs 
Lucretia  Broiler,  of 
Hampfhire. 

June  I.  Flon.  Capt.  Charles  Na- 
^  pier,  of  the  navy,  to  Mifs 
Hamilton  of  Weftburn. 
Sir  Thomas  Carew,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Smallwood,  of 
Kirkefwald. 

The  IJon.  Lord  St.  Law- 
5 


rence,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl,  of  Howth,  to  the 
Hon.  Lady  -  Bir¬ 

mingham,  the  only 
daughter  and  heirefs  to 
the  Earl  of  Lowth. 

10.  John  0‘Carroll,  Efq;  fon 
of  Sir  John  0‘Car- 
rol,  Bart.*  of  Bath,  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  0‘Car- 
rol,  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  Daniel  0‘Carroll, 
Bart. 

19.  Nathaniel  Hodges,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Hodges,  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Hodges. 

James  Bland  Burgefs,  Efq; 
of  Lincoln’s-inn,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Noel,  filter 
to  Lord  Wentworth. 

21.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Chandos,  to  Mrs.  Ellet- 
fon,  relift  of  the  late  Go¬ 
vernor  Elletfon. 

24.  Wm.  Weller  Pepys,  Efq; 

mafter  in  chancery,  to 
Mifs  Dowdefwell,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the'iate  Right 
Hon..  William  Dowdef¬ 
well,  Efq;  formerly  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer. 

25.  Andrew  Bayntiin,  Efq;  to 

the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Maria  Coventry,  of  St, 
James’s,  Weftminfter. 

28.  John  Williams,  Efq;  of 
•  Bagfhot-place,  near  Farn- 
ham,  in  Surry,  to  Mifs 
Thomas,  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Thomas,  Bart. 

.  of  Yapton-place,  Sullex. 

July  5.  John  Forfter,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Nicholas  For¬ 
fter,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Wynch, 
daughter  of  Alexander 
Wynch,  Efq;  late  Go^ 
vernor  of  Madrafs. 

7.  Hon.  Ml  Browne,  fon  of 

Lofd 
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Lord  Kinmare,  to  Mifs 
Dillon,  daughter  of  Lord 
Dillon. 

12.  Sir  Matthew  Ridley,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Colborne,  of 
Pall-Mall. 

15.  Lord  Monfon,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Capel,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Effex. 

22,  Right^Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird, 
to  Mifs  Ranfom,  only 
daughter  of  Griffin  Ran¬ 
fom,  Efq’;  of  New  Palace- 
yard. 

William  Young,  Erq;eldeft 
fonof  Sir  William  Young, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Lawrence, 
'of  Red-Lion-fquare. 

28.  James  Harris,  Efq;  ambaf- 
fador  to  the  court  of 
Ruffia,  to  Mifs  Amyand, 
filler  to  Sir  George  Corn¬ 
wall,  Bart. 

Aug.  4.  Capt  IdulTey,  of  the  foot- 
guards,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Walpole,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Lord  Walpole, 
y.  George  Stubbs,  Efq;  of 
Suffolk-llreet,  Charing- 
crofs,  to  Mifs  Efdaile, 
daughter  of  Sir  James 
Efdaile. 

'  Lord  Cadogan,  to  Mifs 
Churchill,  of  Grofvenor- 
ftreet. 

Right  Hon.  Mr.  Bouverie, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
-  Radnor,  to  the  Right 

'  •  Hon. Lady LucyGraham, 
^  only  daughter  of  his 

Grace  the  Duke^ of  Mon- 
trofe. 

16.  Henry  Pierfe,  Efq;  of  Bo- 
dale,  Yorklhire,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs.  Charlotte 
Grace  Monfon,  filler  to 
Lord  Monfon. 
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18.  Hon.  Mr.  Curzon,  eldefl: 
fon  of  Lord  Scarfdale,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Noel,  filler 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Went¬ 
worth. 

20.  Earl  of  Chellerfield,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Thiftlethwaite,  of 
Titherly,  in  the  county 
of  Southampton. 

Right  Hon.  C.  Townlhend, 
to  Mifs  Annabella  Pow- 
lett  Smyth. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk,  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate  for  the  nor¬ 
thern  department,  to  La¬ 
dy  Charlotte  Finch,  filler 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of 
Aylesford. 

Col.  Sandford,  to  Lady 
Rachel  Macdonnel,  filler 
to  the  Earl  of  An¬ 
trim. 

Sept.  I.  William  Bertram,  Efq; 

of  the  queen’s  dragoons, 
to  Mifs  Jean  Lockhart, 
elded  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Lockhart, 
Bart,  of  Carllares,  in 
Scotland. 

Col.  Calander,  to  Lady 
Elizabeth  M‘Donnel,  fe¬ 
cond  fider  to  the  Earl  of 
Antrim. 

25.  Jacob  Reynardfon,  Efq;  of 
Holywell,  Lincoln  IFire, 
to  Mifs  Cud,  daughter 
of  the  late  fpeaker. 

27.  Sir  Jofhua  Vanneek,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Thompfon, 
daughter  of  Andrew 
Thompfon,  Efq;  mer¬ 
chant. 

061.  15.  John  Cotes,  Efq;  of 
Woodcote,  in  Shroplhire, 
to  the  Hon.  Lucy  Court¬ 
ney,  of  Marybone.  , 

18.  John  o’Neil,  Efq;  of  Shanes 

Cadle, 
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Callle,  in  Ireland,  to  the 
Hon.  Mils  Boyle,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Lord  Vif- 
count  Dungarvan,  and 
niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Cork. 

20,  Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Skreen,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  -  . . -  Skreen, 

Efq;  of  Arlington-ilreet, 
St.  James’s. 

23.  Sir  Henry  Goring,  Bart,  to 

Mifs  FiHier,  of  Barba- 
does* 

2S.  Hon.Ph.Lefslie,  fecondfon 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Newark,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Frances  Man¬ 
ners,  only  daughter  to  the 
late  Marquis  of  Gran- 

by. 

Nov.  I.  Lord  Vifcount  Crofoie, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Glan- 
dore,  in  Ireland,  to  Mifs 
Sackville,  daughter  of 
Lord  Georo;e  Germaine. 

The  Earl  of  Glandore,  to 
Mrs.  Ward,  daughter  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Agmon- 
detham  Vefey,  of  Lucan, 
Efq;  and  firft  coufin  to 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Vefey. 

Pec.  i.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz- 
maurice,  to  the  Plight 
Hon. Lady  Mary  Obrien, 
only  daughter  of  the  Earl 
oflnchiquin. 

12.  Valentine  Richard  Qnin, 
Efq;  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  Lady  Frances 
Strangeway,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Ilcheller. 

24.  At  the  Earl  of  Bute’s' houfe 

in  Audley  -  llreet,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lady  Ca¬ 
roline  Stuart,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  lordfliip,  to 
- — —  Dawfon,  Efq;  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireiarxd, 


and  a  member  in  the 
Irilli  parliament. 

'  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Louifa  Levefon  Gower, 
daughter  of  Earl  Gower, 
to  Archibald  Macdonald, 
Efq;  counfellor  at  law, 
and  member  for  Hindon, 
in  Wilts. 

26.  Right  Hon.  George  Townf- 
hend.  Lord  Ferrers  of 
Chudley,  to  Mifs  Ellicot. 


Frincipal  Promotions  for  the 

Tear  1777,  from  the  London  Ga^ 

zettOj  tfjc, 

Jan.  4,  M.  Jofeph  Lomellino 
eledled  doge  of  Genoa. 

—  28.  The  king  was  pleafed 
to  order  letters  patent  to  be  paffed 
under  the  ^reat  feai  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  majelly’s  grants  of 
the.  following  dignities,  viz.  The 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  faid  king¬ 
dom  unto  Francis  Lord  Vifcount 
Orwell,  and  to  his  heirs ‘male,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Shipbrookc,  of 
Newry,  in  the  county  of  Down  in 
the  faid  kingdom. — The  dignities 
of  a  vifcount  and  earl  of  that  kino;- 
dom  unto  John  Lord  Vifcount  Aid- 
borough,  and  to  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  title  of  Vifcount  Amiens 
and  Earl  of  Aldborough  of  the  pa¬ 
latinate  of  Upper  Ormond  in  the 
faid  kingdom. — The  dignity  of  an 
earl  of  the  faid  kingdom  unto  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Lord  Vifcount  Cler¬ 
mont,  and  to  his  heirs  male,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  Clermont,  of  Cler¬ 
mont,  in  the  county  of  Louth  in 
the  faid  kingdom. — The  dignUy 
of  a  baronet  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  to  Henry  Langrifhe,  Efq; 
and  to  his  heirs  male.— Rd.  He¬ 
ron,  Efq;  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lang¬ 
ford,  Major  General  Fomroy,  and 

Thomas- 
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Thomas  Waite,  Efq;  to  be  privy 
counfellors  in  Ireland. 

Feb.  8.  The  king  has  been 
pleafed  to  order  letters  patent  to  be 
paired  under  the  great  Teal  of  Ire¬ 
land,  containing  his  majelly’s  grant 
of  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
faid  kingdom  unto  the  Moft  Rev. 
Father  in  God  Richard  Robinfon, 
D.  D.  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Ar¬ 
magh,  primate  and  metropolitan 
of  all  Ireland,  and  to  his  ilTue  male, 
-by  the  title  of  Baron  of  Rokeby,  of 
Armagh,  in  the  county  of  Ar¬ 
magh,  in  the  faid  kingdom,  with 
remainder  to  Matthew  Robinfon, 
of  Weft  Layton,  in  the  North 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  Efq; 
and  his  iftue  male. 

—  13.  His  majefty  was  pleafed 
to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood 
on  James  Wallace,  Efq;  captain 
in  his  majefty’s  royal  navy. — Earl 
Falconberg  kift'ed  hands,  on  being 
named  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber. 
[r^  is  article^  and  the  follonjoing^ 
nvere  infer  ted  by  mi  fake  in  the  Chro¬ 
nicle  for  the  year  1776. 

March  4.  The  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  for 
Scotland,  and  Andrew  Stuart,  Efq; 
of  Craig'thorn,  appointed  keepers 
of  his  majefty’s  lignet  in  Scotland. 

—  28.  Cofmo  Gordon,  Efq;  to 
be  one  of  the  barons  of  his  majefty’s 
court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  in 
the  room  of  John  Grant,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed.  The  Rev.  John  Carver  to 
a  canon  or  prebendary  of  Worcef- 
ter,  vice  Dr.  James  Stillingfleet, 
deceafed. — Alleyne  Fitz-Herbert, 
his  majefty’s  refident  at  the  court 
at  Bruftels. 

April  15.  Robert  Taylor,  Efq; 
to  be  mafter  carpenter  of  all  his 
majefty’s  works  and  buildings  in 
England,  vice  William  Oram, 
Efq;  deceafed. — James  Adam  and 
Thomas  Sandby,  Efqrs.  to  the 


office  of  architect  of  his  majefty’s 
works. — Dr.  Robert  Knox  to  be 
infpedor  of  the  hofpitals  for  the 
forces  under  the  command  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Sir  Guy  Carleton. — Dr.  Mi¬ 
chael  Morris  to  be  diwto,  for  ditto, 
under  the  command  of  General  Sir 
William  Howe. — The  Earl  of  Dal- 
houfie  to  be  high  commiffioner  to 
the  church  of  Scotland. — The  Rt. 
Rev.  Father  in  God  Robert  Lord 
Biftiop  of  Oxford,  to  the  biftioprick 
of  London. 

—  20.  Mr.  Wombwell  chofen 
chairman  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and 
William  Devaynes,  Efq;  deputy 
chairman,  for  the  year  enfuing.-— 
Henry  Collingwood  Selby,  Efq; 
clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  in  the  room  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Butler,  Efcj;  deceafed. — Mr. 
Woodefon,  vinerian  profeftbr  at 
Oxford,  in  the  room  ofR.  Cham¬ 
bers,  Efq;  now  in  Bengal. — Dr. 
Buckler,  cuftos  archivorum  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford,  vice  Mr. 
Swinton. — Lieut.  Col.  Pattifon  of 
the  royal  artillery,  colonel  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  royal  artillery,  in 
the  room  of  Colonel  Ord,  de¬ 
ceafed. —  Mr.  Robert  Hamilton  to 
be  profeftbr  of  mathematics  in  Ma- 
rifchal  college  in  the  Univerfttyof 
Aberdeen,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Trail,  deceafed. — Mr.  Ni¬ 
cholas  Furfmann  to  be  his  Danilh 
majefty’s  conful  in  the  Britifti 
Channel,  and  in  the  ports  of  the 
Britifti  Channel. — Major  General 
Clinton  to  be  a  knight  of  the 
bath, — Philip  Weftfaling,  Efquire, 
and  Sir  George  Vandeput,  Bart, 
or  the  furvivor  of  them,  to  the 
office  of  one  of  the  five  fearchers  of 
the  port  of  London,  by  patent. 

May  15.  The  honour  ofknight- 
hood  on  Patrick  Crauford,  Efq; 
confervator  of  the  privileges  of 

Scot- 
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Scotland,  at  Campvere,  and  other 
places  in  Zealand^  or  elfe where, 
in  the  United  Provinces,  and  refi- 
dent  there  for  the  fame. — The 
Right  Rev.  Father  in  God  Robert, 
Lord  Bifhop  of  London,  to  be  dean 
of  his  majelly’s  chapel  royal; — The 
Rev.  John  Butler,  L.L.  D.  to  be 
bilhop  of  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Ur.  Lowth.— Roger  Palmer,  of 
Cafile  Lachen,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo,  Efq;  and  to  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  20.  Hon.  John  Byron,  Au- 
guilus  John,  Earl  of  Briftol,  rear 
admirals  of  the  blue,  to  be  rear 
admirals  of  the  white.  And  the 
following  captains  are  appointed 
flag-officers  of  his  majelly’s  fleet, 
viz.  George  Mackenzie,  Efq; 
Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  Knt.  rear  admirals  of  the 
blue. — Lieutenant- Colonel  Edward 
Smith,  to  be  governor  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  ifland  of  Man  ;  and  Major 
Richard  Dawfon  to  be  lieutenant** 
governor  of  the  faid  ifland. — John 
Lidderdale,  Efq;  to  be  his  ma- 
jefly’s  conful  at  Carthagena,  in 
Spain. — The  Hon.  Apfley  Ea- 
thurft,  fecond  fon  of  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  to  be  clerk  of  the  difpenfa- 
tions,  in  the  room  of  his  lord  (hip’s 
late  brother,  deceafed. — Charles 
Lampriere,  Efq;  deputy  com- 
miffary  of  the  muflers  at  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey.  — ^ — Daines  Barrington, 
Efq;  to  be  commiiTary  of  (lores 
and  proviflons  at  Gibraltar. 

June  I.  Rev.  Dr.  Scroope,  chap¬ 
lain  in  ordinary  to  his  majefly. — 
Rev.  Dr.  Kaye,  to  the  eighth  pre¬ 
bend  of  Durham.  —  Hon.  and  Kev. 
Dr.  Bofeawen,  to  a  prebendary  of 
St.  Peter,  Weft  min  Her. 

—  13.  This  day  the  Right 
Hon.  Frederick,  Earl  of  Carlifle, 


and  the  Right  Rev.  Robert,  Lord 
Biftiop  of  London,  were  fworn  of 
his  majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy 
council. — The  honour  of  knight 
batchelor  on  Robert  Chambers,* 
Efq;  one  of  the  puifne  juftices  of 
the  fupreme  court  of  Fort  William, 
in  Bengal. 

—  20.  Right  Hon.  Fred.  North, 
commonly  called  Lord  North, 
knio-ht  of  the  moft  noble  order  of 

O 

the  garter,  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Lord  Onflow,  the  Right  Hon. 
Francis  Seymour  Conway,  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Vifeount  Beau¬ 
champ,  Charles  Wolfran  Corn¬ 
wall,  Efq;  and  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Henry  Lord  Weftcote,  of 
the  kinp-dom  of  Ireland,  to  be  his 
majefty’s  com miffi oners  for  execu¬ 
ting  the  office  of  treafurer  of  his 
inajefty’s  exchequer. — Soame  Je- 
nyns,  Bamber  Gafeoyne,  Efqrsj 
the  Hon.  Robert  Spencer,  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Robert  Spencer^ 
William  Jolliffe,  the  Lion.  Charles 
Greville,  William  Eden,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  De  Grey,  Efqrs.  to  be  his 
majefty’s  commiffioners  for  trade 

and  plantations. - -Right  Hon. 

Welbore  Ellis,  the  office  or  place 
of  treafurer  of  his  majefty’s 
navy.  —  Charles  Hale,  Efq;  to 
be  gentleman  of  his  majefty’s 
priv’^y  chamber,  —  Right  Hon. 
Frederick,  Ear]  of  Carl i lie,  trea- 
furer  of  his  majefty’s  houfehold.— 
Sir  Ralph  Payne,  Knt.  of  tlmBath, 
youngeft  clerk^comptroiler  of  the 
Board  of  Green  Clorh. 

—  26.  Elon,  Charles  Townf- 
hend,  Efq;  to  be  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  honourable  privy  council. — 
John  Day,  Efq;  to  the  honour  of 
knighthood.  — ^ — Charles  Herbert, 
Efq;  one  of  the  grooms  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  bed-chamber.  —  David  DaT 
rymple,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  or¬ 
dinary 
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dinary  lords  of  his  majeily’s  feffion 
in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  James 
Fergufon,  Lord  Pitfour,  deceafed. 
— Alexander  Elphinfton,  advocate, 
to  be  fheriff  depute  of  the  fliire  of 
Aberdeen,  in  Scotland,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  David  Dalrymple. — Wil¬ 
liam  Fullerton,  Efq;  to  be  his 
inajeily’s  fecretary  to  the  embaffy 
extraordinary,  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
lailles. 

July  5.  Henry  Theophilus  Cle¬ 
ments,  Efq;  deputy  vice  treafurer 
in  Ireland,  to  be  one  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  moll  honourable  privy  council 
in  the  faid  kingdom. — Anthony 
Shepherd,  D.  D.  a  prebendary  of 
his  majeily’s  free  chapel  of  St. 
George,  in  the  cahle  of  Windfor, 
void  by  the  death  of  John  Fulham, 
M.  A. 

Sept.  I.  JohnDalling,  Efq;  to 
be  captain -general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  his  majeily’s  iiland  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Bafil 
Keith,  deceafed. — Edward  Smith, 
Efq;  to  be  governor  ot  Fort  Charles 
in  Port  Royal,  in  the  iiland  of  Ja¬ 
maica. —John  Boddington,  Efq; 
fecretary  to  his  majeily’s  Board  of 
Ordnance.— -Mr.  Duncan  Camp¬ 
bell  to  be  commiiTary  of  the  com- 
miifariot  of  Stirling,  in  the  room 
t  of  Mr.  David  Stewart,  late  com- 
I  mlifary  thereof. — Frederick  Hal- 
i  dimand,  Efq;  lieutenant-general  of 
;  his  majefty’s  forces,  to  be  captain- 
!  general  and  governor  in  chief  of 
I  his  majeily’s  province  of  Quebec, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
K.  B. 

—  20.  Hon.  and  Rev.  William 
Dip-by,  to  the  deanery  of  Dur¬ 
ham.— Rev.  Mr.  Barker,  to  be 
principal  of  Brazen-nofe  college, 
Oxford. — Rev.  Dr.  Lloyd,  to  the 
prebend  of  Stillington,  York  ca¬ 
thedral. 

VoL.  XX.  1777, 


Ofl.  I.  John  Scott,  Efq;  to  be 
his  majeily’s  attorney-general,  in 
Ireland,  in  the  room  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Philip  Tifdall,  deceafed.—* 
Robert  Llellen,  Efq;  to  be  his  ma* 
jelly’s  follicitor-general,  in  the 
room  of  the  faid  John  Scott,  Efqj — • 
John  Scott,  Efq;  and  Walter  Huf- 
fey  Burgh,  Efq;  to  be  of  his  ma- 
jeity’s  moil  honourable  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  in  Ireland. — The  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Eflingham  to  be  deputy 
earl-marihal  of  England. 

Nov.  I,  The  Right  Hon.  Ro¬ 
bert  Earl  Nugent,  the  Right  Hon* 
Henry  Flood,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  Tovvniliend,  to  the  office 
of  vice -treafurer  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland, — Right  Hon*  Murrough* 
Earl  of  Inchiquin,  to  be  governor 
of  the  county  of  Clare,  and  truilee 
of  the  linnen  manufaflures. 

—  20.  Duke  of  Hamilton;) 
keeper  of  his  majeily’s  palace  of 
Linlithgow  and  the  caille  of  Black- 

nefs  in  Scotland. - Dr.  Adam 

Smith,  commiffioner  of  the  cuiloms 
in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Menzies,  deceafed. — Lieuti  Gen.. 
John  Thomas,  lieutenant-governor 
of  St.  Philip’s,  in  Minorca. 

Dec.  I.  John  Skynner,  Efq;  to 
be  lord  chief  baron  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  honour  of  knighthood. — Abel 
Moyfey,  Efq;  to  be  fecond  jullice 
of  the  counties  of  Brecon,  Glamor¬ 
gan,  and  Radnor. — -Francis  Boi¬ 
ler,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  his  majeily’s 
council,  and  fecond  jullice  of  Chef- 
ter. — The  Earls  of  Winchelfea  and 
AylesFord,  to  be  lords  of  his  ma¬ 
jeily’s  bed-chamber. — Wm.  Lewds, 
Efq;  to  be  lieutenant  of  his  ma- 
jeiiy’s  band  of  penfioners, — RighI 
Hon.  Lord  Onilowj  to  be  comp¬ 
troller  of  his  majeily’s  houihold.— - 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Earl  Faucon- 
[TJ  berg, 
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berg,  to  be  lord-lieutenant  of  the 
North  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York. — William  Gregory,  Efq;  to 
be  his  majefty^s  conlul  at  Barce¬ 
lona. — RightHon,  Sir  Sidney  Staf¬ 
ford  Smythe,  Knt.  to  be  one  of 
his  majefty’s  molt  honourable  privy 
council. — John  Ord,  Efq;  mem¬ 
ber  for  Midhurft,  in  Sullex,  attor- 
ney-general  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
caller,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John 
Skynner,  chief  baron. — Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  Watfon,  to  be  principal  of 
his  majedy’s  college  of  St.  Leo¬ 
nard,  in  the  Univerlity  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  in  Scotland,  in  the  room,  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Tullidelph,  de- 
ceafed. 

—  20.  The  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  chamberlain  of  her  ma- 
jeliy’s  houfehold. — Sir  Richard 
Worlley,  Bart,  youngeft  clerk 
comptroller  of  the  board  of  Green 
Cloth, — The  Lord  Vifcount  Pal- 
merfton,  of  Ireland,  to  be  one  of 
his  majelly’s  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
treafurer,  vice  Lord  Onflow. — The 
Right  Hon.  Con  ftan  tine  John 
Lord  Mulgrave,  of  Ireland,  to 
be  one  of  the  lords  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  vice  Lord  Palmerllon. — 
ill  Troop  of  horfe  guards,  Major- 
General  William,  Marquis  of  Lo¬ 
thian,;  to  be  captain  and  colonel, 
vice  John  Earl  of  Delawarr,  de- 
ceafed. — 2d  Troop  of  horfe  grena¬ 
dier  guards,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward  Smith,  of  the  4th  regiment 
of  horfe,  to  be  lieutenant  and  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  vice  William  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Lothian, 

deaths,  1777. 

Jan.  4.  Lady  Cotton,  relidl  of 
the  late  Sir  Lynch  Salilbury  Cot- 
3 


ton,  Bart,  in  Great  George-Rreety 
Wellminfter^' 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Collingwood, 
at  Longbirch,  near  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton,  widow  of  George  Colling¬ 
wood,  Efq;  of  Northumberland, 
and  filler  to  the  late  Lord  Vifcount 
Montague. 

8.  Mils  Powell,  eldeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Alexander  Powell,  of  Salif- 
bury. 

II.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Coun- 
tefs  ofSulTex,  at  Dunhable. 

Cardinal  Louis  Marie  Torigiani, 
at  Rome. 

14.  Lady  Piers,  at  Hulkard,  in 
ElTex,  relidl  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Piers,  Bart,  of  Trihernagh,  in 
Wellmeath,  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Gilbert  El¬ 
liott,  Bart,  in  the  South  of  France, 
member  for  the  Ihire  of  Roxburgh, 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  keeper  of 
the  hgnet  in  Scotland,  and  a  com- 
milfioner  of  the  forfeited  ellates  in 
that  kingdom. 

Mrs.  Moore,  aged  94,  in  the 
Cloy  Hers  at  Windfor,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Moore,  Bifhop  of  Ely  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Ann. 

25;.  Mrs.  Albburnham,  wife  of 
William  Alhburnham,  Efq;  fon  of 
the  Right  Rev.  Sir  William  Alh¬ 
burnham,  Bart,  Bilhop  of  Chi- 
cheller. 

27.  William  Hutchinfon,  Efq; 
late  governor  of  Maffiachufetts  Bay, 
in  North  America. 

30.  Robert  Inglis,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  John  Inglis,  Bart. 

Lately,  John  Grant,  Efq;  one 
of  the  barons  of  exchequer  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

Sir  Benjamin  Kemp,  Bart,  at 
Coin  Dean,  Gloucefterlhire,  of  an 
ancient  family  in  Suffolk. 

Right  Hon.  Juliana,  Countefs 
of  Anglefea,  at  Bath. 

Rt,  Hon.  James,  l4ord  Belhaven. 

Mifs 
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Mlfs  Fletcher,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lord  Milton. 

Feb.  4.  Lady  Hotham,  wife  of 
Sir  Richard  Hotham,  of  Merton- 
place,  Surrey. 

6.  Lady  Falconer,  relifl  of  the 
late  Sir  Everard  Falconer,  and  af¬ 
terwards  married  to  Mr.  Pownal, 

12.  The  Rev.  Sir  William 
Smith,  Bart*  of  Mill-hall,  in  Ef- 
fex. 

13.  Maria  Duchefs  of  Wharton, 
telidl  of  Philip,  late  Duke  of 
Wharton. 

14.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dorothy 
Chedworth,  mother  of  the  prcfent 
Lord  Chedworth,  aged  90. 

15.  Hon.  Ann  Arbuthnot,  filler 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Arbuthnot* 

in.  Maiof-General  Thomas 
Erie. 

Sir  Walter  Blacketj  Bart,  mem¬ 
ber  for  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

21.  Mifs  Rulhout^  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  John  Rufh- 
out,  Bart. 

24.  Sir  Samuel  Prime,  Knt*  and 
Serjeant  at  Law,  in  the  76th  year 
of  his  age. 

The  Marquifs  de  Grimaldi,  for¬ 
merly  doge  of  Genoa,  at  Padua. 

Pierre  Herman  Dofquet,  for¬ 
merly  bifhop  of  Quebec,  at  Paris. 

The  Priticefs  Henrietta  D’Efte, 
filler  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  at 
Parma. 

Louis  Phelypeaux,  Duke  de  la 
Vriiliere,  Count  de  St.  Florentine, 
Baron  de  Hervey,  miniiler  of  date, 
and  knight  of  the  French  king^s 
orders,  at  Paris. 

On  Monday  the  24th,  His  Moll 
Faithful  Majelly. 

Sir  George  Hay  Macdougall, 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Robinfonj  of  Rook- 
by,  Yorkfhire,  aged  76,  without 
iliue. 


March  i.  Lady  Shadwell,  relift 
of  Sir  John  Shadwell,  Knt.  phyli- 
cian  to  their  majefties  Queen  'Anne 
and  King  George  I, 

Lady  of  General  Acourt,  in  Par- 
liament-ilreet,  Grofvenor-fquare. 

3.  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  Bart. 

4.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Maurice 
William  Count  de  Dohna. 

5.  Sir  Jolliua  Van  Neck,  of  Ha- 
veningham  Hall,  ill  Suffolk,  one 
of  the  richefl  merchants  in  Europe. 

II.  Mrs.  Arundell,  widow  of 
the  late  John  Arundell,  of  Lan- 
herne,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
Efq;  and  great  aunt  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Arundell,  of  Wardour. 

31.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Tef- 
rick,  Lord  Bifhop  of  London. 

Frederica  Charlotte  Dowager 
Princefs  of  Heffe  Darmftad,  aged 

79- 

Sir  Hugh  Paterfon,  of  Bannock¬ 
burn,  in  Scotland,  Bart,  aged  91 
years  and  two  months  ;  he  was  a 
member  of  the  firfl  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  union  of  the  two  king¬ 
doms. 

April  7.  Right  Hon.  Countefs 
of  Temple.  She  was  daughter  and 
coheirefs  of  T.  Chambers,  Efq;  of 
Middiefex,  and  had  only  one 
daughter  by  Lord  Temple,  which 
died  Jan.  14,  1742. 

8.  Lady  Trelavvney,  in  Corn¬ 
wall. 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janfen^ 
Bart,  late  chamberlain  of  London. 

9.  Lord  Stavordale,  an  infant 
fon  of  Lord  Ilchefler. 

20.  Sir  William  Carr^  Bart. 

Lady  Brooke,  wife  of  Sir  R. 
Brooke;  Bart. 

Lady  Dyer,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dyer,  Bart. 

22.  Right  Hon.  John  Talbot 
Touchet,  Baron  Audley,  of  He- 
leigh,  in  England,  and  Earl  of 

[P]  2  Caftle- 
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CaiUehaven,  in  Ireland.  The  an¬ 
cient  barony  of  Audley  devolves  to 
his  nephew,  eldeil  fon  of  Philip 
Thicknefs,  Efq;  an  ofiicer  in  the 
army. 

29..  The  Dutchefs  of  Abrantes, 
aged  32  years,  at  Madrid  :  Ihe  has 
left  eleven  children. 

Robert  Francis  Cholmondeley, 
Efq;  fecond  fon  to  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Robert  Cholmondeley,  in  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  at  the  Mau¬ 
ritius,.  in  his  way  home  from  Ma- 
drafs. 

May  2.  George  V/yndham, 
L.  L.  D.  warden  of  Wadham  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford. 

6.  Sir  Thomas  Reeves,  Bart. 

8.  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Devon- 
Ihire,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Burlington. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Heneage 
Finch,  Earl  of  Aylesford,  in  Grof- 
venor-fquare. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  John  Bathurd, 
brother  to  the  lord  chancellor,  at 
Saperton,  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Lady  Thomas,  relict  of  the  late 
Sir  Edmond  Thomas,  Bart. 

II.  Lady  Harriot  Needham, 
lifter  of  the  late  Lord  Kilmurry,  at 
Datchet. 

21.  Sir'  Armine  Woodhoufe, 
Bart,  Flis  death  was  occafioned 
by  a  fiih-bone  flicking  in  his 
throat. 

22.  Duchefs  of  Bridgewater,  in 
an  advanced  age. 

Lady  Frances  Weft,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Rip-lit  Hon.  Earl  Dela- 

I  ^ 

war. 

25.  Right  Hon.  Thcodofia, 
Countefs  of  Glandore,  in  the  55th 
year  other  age.  Fler  ladyfnip  was 
daughter  to  John,  Earl  of  Darn- 
leyj  by  Lady  Theodofia  Hyde,  Ba* 

S 
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ronefs  Clifton,  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
ward,  Earl  of  Clarendon. 

26,  Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Mon- 
talt,  of  Ireland,  His  lordfhip  is 
fucceeded  in  his  title  and  eftate  by 
his  only  brother,  Sir  Cornwallis 
Maude,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Nathaniel  Cle¬ 
ments,  one  of  his  majefty’s  moft: 
honourable  privy  council,  deputy 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland,  and  mem¬ 
ber  for  Cavan,  in  that  king¬ 
dom. 

Mrs.  Mary  Agnes  Blount,  wi¬ 
dow  of  the  late  Michael  Blount, 
Efq;  and  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Jofeph  Tichborne, 
of  Titchborne,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  Bart. 

June  2.  Sir  John  Glynn,  Bart, 
at  Broad-lane,  in  Flintfhire,  mem- 
ber  in  the  prefent  parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Flint. 

3.  Lady  Mary  Cuninghame,  wi¬ 
dow  of  Lieutenant- General  Cun  ing- 
hame,  Bart,  of  Livingi'lone,  in 
Scotland. 

6.  Sir  Frederick  Rogers,  of 
Blackford,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
Bart,  recorder  of  Plymouth,  and 
late  a  commiiTioner  of  the  navy, 
at  Bath. 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Ponfonby 
Moore,  at  Dublin. 

19.  Lady  of  Sir  William  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Bart. 

2Q.  Ripht  Hon.  Earl  of  Aldbo- 

y  O 

rough. 

july  8.  Right  Hon.  William 
O’Brien,  Earl  and  Baron  of  Inchi- 
quin,  and  Baron  Barren,  K.B. 

lo.  Abbot  Duke  de  Biron,  peer 
of  France. 

15.  Hon.  Mr.  Cecil,  grandne¬ 
phew  to  the  Earl  of  Exeter. 

17.  Her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of 
Queenlberrv,  daughter  to  Hyde, 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Rocliefler,  and  the  cele¬ 
brated  patronefs  of  Mr.  Gay. 

20.  Rev.  Df.  Gower,  provoll  of 
Worcefter- college,  in  Oxford. 

23.  Hon.  Mifs  Maynard,  filler 
to  Lord  Maynard. ” 

31.  Rt.  Hon  Lady  Sandes. 

Aug.  I.  Sir  Charles  Montagu, 
K.  B. 

8.  Lady  Harbord,  relid  of  Sir 
William  Harbord,  Bt.  andK.  B. 

20.  Rev.  Dr.  Dampier,  dean  of 
Durham. 

S-ir  Bafil  Keith,  governor  of  Ja¬ 
maica. 

Sept.  7.  The  fecond  fon  of  Lord 
Clifford. 

9.  Hon.  Mr.  Hawke,  fecond  fon 
of  Lord  Hawke. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Harcourt,  at  his  feat  at  Newn- 
ham,  in  Oxfordlhire.  His  lord- 
fhip,  who  had  gone  out  to  take  his 
morning’s  walk  in  the  park,  and 
did  not  return  at  his  ulual  hour, 
was  found  by  his  fervants  in  a  nar¬ 
row  well,  nothing  appearing  above 
water  but  the  feet  and  legs,  occa- 
fioned,  as  it  is  imagined,  by  his 
over-reaching  himfelf  in  order  to 
fave  the  life  of  a  favourite  dog, 
who  was  found  in  the  well  with 
him.  Handing  on  his  lordlhip’s 
feet. 

20.  The  Moll  Noble  and  Puif- 
fant  Edward,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Earl  of  Arundel,  Surry,  Norfolk 
and  Norwich,  and  hereditary  Earl 
Marihal  of  England,  &c.  &c.  iu 
the  92d  year  of  his  age,  without 
iffue.  He  is  fucceeeied  in  ho¬ 
nour  and  eilates  by  his  fecond 
coufin;  Charles  Howard,  of  Gray- 
flock. 

The  Right  Hon.  Phil.  Tifdale, 
attorney-general  of  Ireland. 

Kfhe  Count  de  la  Lippe  Bucke- 


burg,  field-marflial  and  ger.eralif- 
limo  of  the  forces  of  Portugal. 

Od.  I.  Sir  William  Phillipfon, 
Bart. 

Pier  Serene  Highnefs  Princefs 
Dowager  Anne  Charlotte  Louifa, 

O  ,  * 

of  Baden,  mother  to  the  reigning 
Margrave. 

PrinceLBenedifta  Erneftina Ma¬ 
ria  d’Efte,  filler  to  the  reigning 
Duke  of  Modena. 

Infant  Don  Philip,  eldell  fon  to 
the  King  of  Spain,  of  the  fmall- 
pox. 

20.  Madame  Dillon,  lady  of 
Count  Edward  Dillon,  and  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Bart,  of  Sproughton,  near  Ipl- 
wicli. 

The  young  fultana,  Hatige, 
daughter  to  the  Grand  Signer, 

Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Dowager  Forbes, 
at  Edinburgh. 

Hon.  Edward  VvTbley,  chief 
juilice  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  &c. 

Sir  J.  Cunningham,  Bart,  of 
Carpington,  in  Scotland. 

Ps.ight  Hot;.  Lord  Foley. 

Nov.  1.  The  Rev.  Sir  John 
Callleton,  Bart. 

The?  Landgrave  Frederic,  of 
Heffe  Philipllall. 

His  Excellency  Prince  Maffa- 
rano. 

Sir  Thomas  Hagerllone,  Bart. 

22.  The  Right  Hon.  John  Earl 
Delawarr,  Vilcount  Cantilupe,  Ba¬ 
ron  Delawarr,  &:c.  lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  of  his  miajefly’s  forces,  lord 
chamberlain  to  her  majelly,  and, 
colonel  of  the  firil  troop  of  life¬ 
guards,  at  his  houfe  in  Audley- 
fquare. 

Dec.  6.  Sir  John  Murray,  Bart. 

9.  Sir  Charles  Knowles  Bt.  and 
admiral  of  the  white  fquadron. 

14.  Lady  Selina  Bathurll,  relid 

in  3 
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of  the  late  P.  Bathurft,  Efq;  of  ton,  regifter  of  the  order  of  the 
Clarendon  Park.  garter,  and  uncle  to  the  Earl  of 

'  - Langham,  Efq;  eldeft  fon  Albemarle. 

of  Sir  James  Langham,  Bart.  28.  Sir  William  Thomas,  Bart. 

27.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Frederick  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Tylney  Long^ 

Keppel,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Exeter,  Bart. 

I^e^n  of  Windfor  andWolverhamp«  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Halifax, 
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\ 


A  P  P  E 


[  231  ] 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


Friday,  February  7,  Lord 
North  prefented  the  bill  to 
enable  his  majefty  to  fecure  and 
detain  perfons  charged  with,  or 
fufpefted  of  high-treafon  in  North 
America,  or  on  the  feas  for  piracy, 
which  was  read  the  firft  time.  On 
Friday  the  14th,  the  bill  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  flrongly  op- 
pofed. 

During  the  debate.  It  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  houfe,  that  the 
fherifFs  of  London  and  Middlefex, 
attended  by  the  city  remembrancer, 
were  in  waiting,  with  a  petition  to 
the  houfe,  againft  the  faid  bill’s 
being  palled  ;  the  IherifFs  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  ordered  in,  when  they 
prefented  the  following  petition 
from  the  city  of  London  againft 
the  American  high-treafon  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta¬ 
ble  till  the  third  reading  of  the 
faid  bill. 

To  the  honourable  the  Commons 
of  Great-Britain  in  parliament 
alTembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
mons,  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  aftembled. 

S  H  E  w  E  T  H , 

‘  THAT  your  petitioners  have 
feen  a  bill  depending  in  this  ho¬ 
nourable  houfe,  to  impower  his 
jnajeftj  to  fecure  and  detain  per¬ 


fons  charged  with,  or  fufpefled  of, 
the  crime  of  high-treafon  commit¬ 
ted  in  North- America,  or  on  the 
high  feas,  or  the  crime  of  piracy. 

‘  That,  if  the  faid  bill  Ihould 
pafs  into  a  law,  your  petitioners 
are  apprehenfive  it  will  create  the 
greateft  unealinefs  in  the  minds  of 
many  of  his  majefty’s  good  fub- 
je£ls,  and  tend  to  excite  the  moft 
alarming  difturbances :  all  perfons 
indiferiminately  being  liable,  up¬ 
on  the  ground  of  fufpicion  alone, 
without  any  oath  made,  and  with¬ 
out  convening  the  parties,  or  hear¬ 
ing  what  they  can  alledge  in  their 
own  juftification,  to  be  committed 
to  a  remote  prifon  in  any  corner  of 
the  realm,  there  to  remain  without 
bail  or  mainprize. 

<  That  the  Habeas  Corpus  afl^ 
which  is  the  great  fecurity  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  will  be 
fufpended. 

‘  That  your  petitioners  are 
deeply  affected  with  what  they  con¬ 
ceive  will  be  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  law,  as  from  lit¬ 
tle  motives  of  refentment,  and  va¬ 
rious  other  inducements,  there  may 
be  perfons  competent  to  commit 
who  may  be  tempted  to  exercife 
that  power  in  its  utmoft  latitude 
and  extent. 

‘  That  meafures  fo  violent  and 
unconftitutional  ;  fo  fubverlive  of 
thefacred  and  fundamental  rights  of 
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the  people,  and  fubjedling  them  to 
the  molt  cruel  opprelTion  and  bon¬ 
dage,  wi]],  in  tlie  judgment  of 
your  petitioners,  be  introdudtive  of 
every  fpecies  of  mifchief  and  confu- 
iion,  and  thereby  precipitate,  the 
iinpending  ruin  of  this  country. 

®  Your  petitioners  therefore  ear- 
neitly  befeech  this  honourable 
houfe,  I’hat  the  faid  bill  may 
not  pafs  into  a  law,  or  at  leajt 
to  take  fuch  care  as  in  their 
wifdom  may  feem  meet,  to 
prevent  it  from  being  extend¬ 
ed  in  its  operation  or  conftruc- 
tion  to  any  of  his  majelly’s 
fu'bjedls  refident  in  thefe  king¬ 
doms.^ 

Monday,  Feb.  ly,  at  the  third 
reading  of  this  bill,  a  v/arm  debate 
enfued,  and,  the  queilion  being 
put,  the  numbers  for  the  bill  pafT- 
jng  were  ii2,  againfl  it,  35. 

I.  . .  Il  .  I  I  ,1111 

Summary  of  the  Tryal  of  Dr.  Dodd 
for  Forgery,  at  Jufice-Halirn  the 
Old  Bailey,  on  Saturday,  Fe¬ 
bruary  22. 

SOON  after  ten  o’clock  the 
judges  (Gould,  Wilies,  and 
Perryn)  and  alderinen  (about  lix- 
teen)  being  feated,  Dr.  Dodd  was 
brought  to  the  bar,  led  in  by  the 
Rev.  Mr,  Butler,  when  he  read  a 
|3aper  to  the  following  purport: 
rhat  Mr.  Robertfon,  who  was 
committed  with  him  as  a  princi¬ 
pal,  had  by  an  order  from  the 
court (furreptitioully obtained)  been 
conveyed  before  the  grand  jury,  to 
enable  them  to  find  the  bill ;  and 
this  being,  as  he  w’as  informed,  a 
thing  unprecedented  ;  he  therefore 
l-equelted  that  he  might,  by  his 
Counfe],  be  heard  thereon. 

'  Melfrs,  Hovvarth,  Cooper,  and 
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Butler,  then  produced  feveral  ob- 
jedlions  againll;  Robertfon’s  evi¬ 
dence,  and  were  replied  to  by 
MGirs.  bviansfieid  and  Davenport. 

Mr.  Baron  Perryn  exprefied  his 
forrow  that  fo  much  time  had  been 
taken  up,  occafioned  by  a  miftake 
of  the  oflicer,  wvhich  he  believed 
would  not  have  happened  had  not 
an  ill-judged  lenity  been  iliewn  to 
the  priloner  ;  for  had  he  been  re¬ 
moved  with  the  refi,  his  name 
would  necefiarily  have  appeared  in 
the  Kalendar,  and  perhaps  the  for¬ 
mer  application  to  the  bench  might 
then  have  been  complied  with. 
The  baron  was  of  opinion,  that 
either  a  new  indidlment  fhould  be 
preferred,  or  proceed  to  trial ;  and 
if  the  prifoner  fhould  be  convidled, 
then  this  matter  to  be  left  to  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  twelve  judges. 

The  prifoner’s  counfei  agreed 
that  the  trial  fhould  go  on. 

The  indiftment  being  read. 
Lord  Chefterfield  was  the  firil  evi¬ 
dence  fworn  :  but  as  it  was  neceffa- 
ry  to  prove  a  releafe  from  Mr. 
Fletcher  to  his  lordfhip  before  his 
examination, Mr. Manly  was  fworn, 
and  produced  faid  releafe. 

His  lordfliip  was  then  examined  ; 
he  faid,  neither  the  fignature  to 
the  bond,  nor  the  receipt  for  the 
money,  were  of  his  figning. 

Lord  Chellerfield’s  gentl-emati 
iikewife  fwqre  that  the  fignatures 
of  both  bond  and  receipt  were  not 
the  hand-writing  of  his  lordfliip, 

_Mr.  Manly  gave  a  fubfiandal  de¬ 
tail  of  the  whole  tran faction,  from 
the  time  the  bond  came  into  his 
hands,  to  the  time  of  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  prifoner;  he  faid  the 
bond  had  been  in  his  poffefilcr^ 
from  the  4th  of  February  to  this 
time  ;  that  the  blot,  by  which  the 
forgery  was  difeovered,  appeared 

to 
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to  him  not  to  have  been  done  by 
accident,  but  purpofely  with  a  pen  ; 
that  having  doab  s  whether  the 
bond  was  a  good  one,  he  applied  to 
A-Ir.  Fletcher,  to  advife  what  to 
do ;  that  he  likewife  waited  on 
Lord  Chefterfield,  who  denied  the 
bond;  that  on  going  to  Sir  Charles 
Raymond’s,  Mr.  Robertfon  hap¬ 
pened  to  come  in,  and  was  taken 
into  cuftody  ;  that  afterwards  he 
went  to  Dr.  Dodd’s  houfe  (leaving 
Mr.  R.  the  officer,  &c.  at  a  houfe 
near  at  hand) ;  that  on  feeing  the 
Dr.  he  told  him  his  buhnefs,  and 
alked  him  how  he  could  be  guilty 
of  fuch  an  adl ;  that  the  dodlor 
feemed  much  ffiocked,  and  as  Toon 
as  he  could  recover  himfelf,  faid, 
urgent  neceffity  was  the  caufe  ; ,  that 
the  witnefs  then  afked  the  priibner 
if  he  had  any  of  the  money  left,  as 
the  reftitution  would  be  the  only 
means  of  favirig  him.  Dr.  Dodd 
replied,  he  had'  fix  drafts  on  Sir 
Charles  Raymond  of  500I.  each  ; 
he  hati  alfo  500!.  in  the  hands  of 
the  banker,  all  which  he  would 
very  willingTy  give  up  ;  that  he 
(the  evidence)  then  afked  Dr.  Dodd 
if  he  would  give  a  bond  in  judg¬ 
ment  on  his  houfehold  goods  for 
the  rernainder,  to  which  Dr.  Dodd 
replied,  he  would,  that  or  any 
thing  elfe.  Mr.  Manly  further 
faid,  he  had  been  told  another 
execution  had  been  in  the  pri- 
foner’s  houfe,  but  had  been  with¬ 
drawn,  and  he  believed  there  was 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  demand. 

Mr.  Innes,  who  attended  Mr, 
Manly,  confirmed  Mr.  Manly’s 
evidence,  as  to  what  paffed  be¬ 
tween  Dr.  Dodd  and  Mr.  Manly  ; 
he  alfo  read  from  notes  taken  at 
the  time.  Dr.  Dodd’s  confeffion 
before  the  lord-mayor,  and  his  de¬ 
claring  Mr.  Robertfon  innocent. 


The  notes  which  were  given  in 
payment  of  the  bond  were  pro¬ 
duced,  which  Mr.  Fletcher  fwcre 
to  be  the  identical  notes  paid. 

Mr.  Leecroft  was  called  to  prove 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner, 
but  could  not  fwear  pofitively. 

Mr.  Neale,  treafurer  to  the  fo- 
ciety  for  the  Relief  of  Small  Deb¬ 
tors,  was  next  called  to  the  fame 
faff,  who  fwore  rfiat  the  fignatures 
‘  Chejjcrfeld,^  and  ‘  IVilliam  Dodd,^ 
both  in  the  bond  and  receint,  were 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner. 
On  being  afked  the  judge  how 
he  could  be  fo  pofitive..?  he  faid, 
by  being  fo  long  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Dodd’s  writing,  and  having 
fo  often  feen  him  write. 

Mr.  Robertfon  fwore  to  the  pri¬ 
foner  bringing  the  bond  to  him  un- 
figned  ;  that  he  next  day  brought 
it  figned  Chefieyfield  and  William 
Dodd ;  that  he  (the  evidence)  alfo 
figned  it,  received  the  money,  and 
paid  it  to  Dr.  Dpddi  Being  afked 
if  it  was  ufual  .for  him  to  fign  a 
bond  without  feeing  the  principal 
fign  it,  he  anfvvered,’  Sometimes. 

No  witneffes  being  produced  in 
favour  of  the  prifoner,  he  was  called 
upon, for  his  defence. 

He  faid,  he  was  fully  fenfible  of 
the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime  of  for¬ 
gery,  but  prefumed  the  guilt  foie- 
ly  centered  in  the  intention  :  he 
called  God  to  witnefs  that  he  meant 
no  injury  to  any  one,  and  that  he 
fhould  have  been  able  to  re-infiate 
the  money  (.510 d  it  was  his  real  in¬ 
tent)  in  a  few  months;  that  this 
was  a  mofl  cruel  profecution,  as 
Mr.  Manly  had  given  him  liopes, 
if  he  made  reflitution,  that  no  fur¬ 
ther  notice  would  be  taken  ;  that 
he  conlidered  a  perfon  committed 
as  principal,  and  being  admitted 
evidence  againll:  him,  an  entire 

new 
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new  cafe,  and  therefore  affe^led 
him  the  more ;  that  life  to  him, 
after  being  expofed  to  fhame,  was 
of  no  value,  he  Jhould  willingly 
refign  it ;  but  he  had  a  wife  [here 
the  tears  flowed  from  his  eyes,  and 
indeed  from  the  eyes  of  greatefl 
part  of  tliofe  who  heard  him]  then 
afked  pardon  of  the  court  and  jury 
for  this  weaknefs  ;  a  wife,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  feven  and  twen¬ 
ty  years  in  the  mofl  perfeft  conju¬ 
gal  felicity  ;  for  her  he  felt  :  his 
creditors  muft  iikewife,  hefaid,  be 
fufferers,  fhould  he  now  fuffer ; 
and  as  reftitution  had  been  made, 
he  hoped  the  court  and  jury  would 
conlider  all  thefe  circumftances, 
and  acquit  him. 

Mr.  Baron  Perryn  fummed  up 
the  evidence  very  fully  ;  he  faid, 
that  the  indiflment  Hated  that  the 
bond  was  forged  with  intent  to  de¬ 
fraud  Lord  Chefterfield  and  Mr. 
Fletcher ;  if  they  believed  it  was 
done  to  defraud  either  one  or  the 
other,  then  they  muft  bring  in  the 
prifoner  guilty.  As  to  the  defence 
fet  up  by  the  prifoner,  the  only 
thing  for  their  conftderation  was, 
whether  the  forgery  was  committed 
with  an  intent  to  defraud  ;  if  they 
thought  not,  then  they  muft  acquit 
him  ;  in  regard-  to  the  other  parts 
of  his  defence,  it  could  have  no 
weight  with  them  ;  for  if  it  was 
liftened  to  in  this  cafe,  not  a  cri¬ 
minal  brought  to  that  bar  but  would 
fet  up  a  fimilar  one. 

The  jury  then  went  out,  and, 
after  Haying  about  twenty  minutes, 
brought  in  their  verdift,  Guilty. 

The  jury  afterwards  drew  up  a 
memorial  in  recommendation  of 
the  unhappy  prifoner  to  his  ma- 
jefty  for  the  royal  mercy,  figned 
the  fame,  and  prefeixted  it  to  the 
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court,  which  was  favourably  re¬ 
ceived. 

Mr.  Robertfon  was  ordered  to 
be  kept  in  cuilody  till  the  gaol  de¬ 
livery. 


Sufnmary  of  the  ^rial  of  John 
Horne,  Efq',  for  a  Libel, 

Friday,  July  4,  at  nine 
o’clock,  the  Earl  of  Manf- 
Held  came  into  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench,  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
fpecialjury,  fummoned  to  try  the 
caufe  between  the  King  and  John 
Horne,  Efq;  on  an  information 
liled’ex  ofRcio  by  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral,  for  a  libel,  werefworn. 

Mr.  Buller  opened  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  and  Hated  to  the  jury 
the  fubjedl-matter  of  the  informa¬ 
tion,  which  was  an  advertifement, 
dated,  *  King’s-arms  tavern.  Corn- 
hill,  June  7,  1775/  and  purport¬ 
ing  to  be  an  account  of  the  Confti- 
tutional  Society’s  having  met  on 
the  faid  7  th  of  June,  and  agreed, 

‘  that  the  fum  of  lool.  Ihould  be 
raifed,  to  be  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  widows,  orphans,  and  aged 
parents  of  our  beloved  American 
fellow-fubjedls,  who,  faithful  to 
the  charader  of  Engliftimen,  pre-r 
ferring  death  to  flavery,  were,  for 
that  reafon  only,  inhumanly  mur¬ 
dered  by  the  king’s  troops  at  or 
near  Lexington  and  Concord,  in 
the  province  of  Maflachufet’s,  on 
the  1 9th  of  laft  April which  ad- 
vertilement' was  figned  by  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

The  attorney-general  then  arofe, 
but  was  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  inform  the  jury  more  fully  of 
the  cafe  by  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Horne,  who  addrefted  kiinfelf  to 
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the  court,  and,  declaring  he  thought 
that  the  proper  moment  to  urge  an 
obje£lion  which  ftruck  him  as  ex¬ 
ceedingly  eflential,  defired  to  be 
heard  ;  the  court  affenting,  Mr. 
Horne  turned  to  the  jury,  and  be¬ 
gan  fpeaking  ;  when  he  was  told 
by  Lord  Mansfield,  that  he  mull 
make  his  objedlion  to  him,  and 
not  to  the  jury.  Mr.  Horne  re¬ 
plied,  that  his  lordfhip  had  flopped 
him  before  he  had  heard  what  he 
had  meant  to  offer,  and  which  his 
lordfhip,  when  he  heard,  would 
have  found  to  be  altogether  regu¬ 
lar  ;  the  words  he  was  about  to  fay 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  being 
of  no  other  purport  than  tointrcat 
them  to  attend  particularly  to  his 
obje<5lion,  a  circumftance  exceed¬ 
ingly  neceffary,  as  the  matter  he 
wiflied  to  urge  was  very  material, 
and  as  juries  had  of  late  but  too 
frequently  been  confidered  as  out 
of  court,  when  any  point  of  law 
was  debated.  Lord  Mansfield  a- 
gain  defired  him  to  proceed,  when 
he  began  objeding  to  the  praftice 
of  the  court,  on  the  late  trials  of 
the  printers  (convided  of  publifh- 
ing  the  advertifement,  of  which  he 
was  charged  in  the  prefent  inform¬ 
ation  as  the  author)  in  admitting 
the  attorney-general  to  reply,  al¬ 
though  the  defendants  calkd  no 
vvitneffes.  Lord  Mansfield  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  objedlion  was 
premature,  and  that,  if  neceflary, 
the  time  to  urge  it  was,  when  the 
attorney-general  fhould  attempt  to 
reply.  Mr.  Horne  fliewed  why  it 
was  of  importance  to  him,  that  the 
matter  fliould  be  fettled  in  this  flage 
of  the  trial,  urging  that  he  was 
aware  the  attorney-general  would 
take  all  advantages,  fair  and  un¬ 
fair,  to  convid  him,  and  that  he 
fliould  fhape  his  defence  Agreeably 


to  a  knowledge  of  the  circum¬ 
ftance ;  whereupon  Lord  Mansfield 
declared  that  he  would  conlimt  to 
it,  if  Mr.  Attorney  had  no  objec¬ 
tion.  The  attorney-general  de¬ 
clared  his  acquiefcence,  and  Mr. 
Horne  proceeded  with  obferving, 
that,  although  he  thanked  the 
court  and  Mr.  Attorney-general  for 
acceding  to  his  motion,  he  was  not 
fo  well  pleafed  with  accepting  that 
as  a  matter  of  favour,  which  he 
had  demanded  as  a  matter  of  juf- 
tice.  He  then  proceeded  to  fhew, 
that,  although  the  pradice  ob- 
jeded  to  was  not  without  prece¬ 
dent  of  late  years,  it  was  never- 
thelefs  injurious  and  oppreflive  to 
the  fubjed,  as  well  as  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  that  protedion 
andfafety,  which  the  reafon  of  the 
laws,  and  the  ancient  modes  of 
difpenfing  juftice,  were  calculated 
to  afford  to  innocence, 

Mr.  Horne  then  went  on  to  fhew, 
that,  in  his  caufe  tried  at  Guild¬ 
ford  in  Jiyyi,  he  was  advifed  by 
his  counfel  to  forfake  the  advantage 
of  examining  witnefles,  in  order  to 
difprove  the  having  fpoken  certain 
words  ftated  in  the  declaration  as 
defamatory,  but  rather  to  admit 
them  as  true,  (although  he  could 
have  proved  their  falfity)  than  af¬ 
ford  the  leader  on  the  other  fide  an 
opportunity  of  replying  ;  that  he 
acquiefced  in  this  advice,  the  con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  that  the 
leading  counfel  for  the  plaintiff 
did  reply,  that  his  counfel  rofe  to 
objed,  and  upon  that  his  lordflatp 
(who  then  alfo  tried  the  caufe)  over¬ 
ruled  the  objedion,  and  fuffered 
the  reply,  upon  which  the  jury  had 
given  a  verdid  a 
40 ol.  damages. 

Lord  Mansfield  told  him,  that 
nothing  was  more  clear,  than  that 
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the  attorney-general  had  a  right  to 
reply,  if  he  chofe  it ;  that  it  had 
been  often  exGrcifed,-  and  might 
be  exercifed  again. 

Mr.  Horne  complained  that  his 
lordihip,  by  talcing  upon  himfelf 
the  duty  of  the  attorney-general, 
had  deprived  him  of  hearing  from 
that  officer  fuch  arguments  as  he 
doubted  not  the  attorney  was  able 
to  have  offiered,  and  which  he 
would  have  endeavoured  to  have 
refuted  ;  he  obferved,  that  at  all 
hazards  his  ficuation  was  a  very 
difadvantageous  one,  but  that  he 
was  particularly  unfortunately  cir- 
cumftanced,  if  the  judge,  who  was 
to  try  him,  took  upon  himfelf  to 
do  the  bufmefs  of  the  attorney- 
general;  for  between  the  two  he 
Ihould  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  a  verdidt  in  his  favour. 

Lord  Mansfield  defired  the  trial 
might  go  on,  and  that,  if  there 
was  any  informality  in  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  .on  the  trial,  orrif  he 
thought  either  the  judge  or 'Counfel 
did  him  injullice,  Mr.  Horne  had 
a  remedy  by  a  fubfequent  appeal 
to  the  court,  who  would  let  afide 
any  verdid;  obtained  irregularly. 

Mr.  Horne  .warmly  faid ,  ‘  Oh 
my  lord,  my  lord,  let  me  not  hear 
of  remedies  of  your  lord  (hip’s  point¬ 
ing  out ;  that  poifon  is  the  moil; 
baneful  of  all,  which  poifons  the^ 
phyfic  ;  ■  your  lordfaip’s  remedies 
are  worfe  than  the  dileafes  oi  the 
patients  who  apply  them;  and  it 
is  but  a  poor  fatisfadion  for  a  man 
who  receives  a  wound,  to  receive  a 
pi  aider  froin  the  fame  hand.  At 
Guildford  your  lordihip  talked  to 
me  of  a  remedy,  I  fu-mitted  and 
tried  it ;  it  is  true  I  fet  afide  the 
verdid,  but  it  coil  me  200I.  The 
verdid  was  but  for  400I.  and  the 
femedy  cod  half  as  much  ;  it  was 
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therefore  a  pretty  dear  remedy  !* 
Mr.  Horne,  in  this  part  of  the 
trial,  was  fo  hally  in  his  animad- 
veriions  on  the  condud  of  the 
judge  and  the  attorney-general, 
treating  each  with  a  degree  of  un¬ 
exampled  feverity  and  rudenefs, 
that  Lord  Mansfield  was  provoked 
to  a  declaration,  that,  if  he  did 
not  behave  more  decently,  he 
fiiould  be  under  -a  neceffity  of  com¬ 
mitting  him. 

The  attorney. general  then  rofe 
to  open  the  cafe  fully  to  the  jury, 
and  began  with  expreffing  his  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  imputations  call  on  his 
charaderby  the  defendant,  in  what 
he  had  juft  urged;  and  declared, 
that  he  would  not  condefcend  to 
ftoop  low  enough  to  oiler  an  anfvver 
to  fuch  groundlefs,  fuch  ridiculous 
aiftrtions.  It  was  neceffary,  how"- 
ever,  to  fpeak  to  one  part  of  what 
had  been  faid,  and  that  he  did  by 
denying  the  charge  made  againil 
him  by  Mr.  Horne,  that  he  came 
prepared  to  take  all  advantages, 
fair  and  unfair ;  and  that  his  view 
was  at  any  rate  to  obtain  a  verdid. 
He  Iblemnly  protefted  that  he  had 
no  other  motive  for  his  condud. on 
the  prefent  occafion,  than  a  faith¬ 
ful  difcharge  of  his  duty  ;  that,  as 
an  officer  of  the  crown,  it  behooved 
him  to  take  notice  of  every  thing 
tending  to  alienate  the  minds  of 
the  people  from, the  king  and  his 
government,  and  to  bring  every 
public  delinque.nt  to  punilhment ; 
that  there  never  was  a  more  fimple, 
plain,  and  obvious  cafe,  than  the 
prefent,  fuhmitted  to  a  jury  ;  that 
the  advertifement,  pretendedly  let¬ 
ting  forth  a  meeting  of  the  Confti- 
tutional  Society,  and  their  refolu- 
tion  to  fubfcribe  one  hundred 
pounds  towards  the  fupport  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  Ame- 

ricans,. 
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ricans,  faid  to  be  barbaroufly  mur¬ 
dered  by  the  king’s  troops  at  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Concord,  was  a  molt 
impudent  and  malignant  libel. 
That  in  point  of  compolition  it 
was  below  notice  :  it  contained  no 
argument,  nor  was  it  founded  on 
any  rational  plea ;  that  he  knew 
not  the  author,  nor  had  he  ever 
had  fo  great  a  proof  of  his  talents 
and  abilities  as  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  ;  but  that,  if  he  could  at  all 
judge  from  what  he  had  juft  heard, 
the  defendant  mull  have  purpofely 
drawn  it  up  in  fo  Itupid  and  bal- 
derdafh  a  manner  to  fit  it  to  the 
vile  occafion  it  was  intended  to 
ferve.  That  it  w'as  evidently  meant 
as  a  defiance  to  the  law's  of  the 
kingdom,  and  a  tell:  how  far  libel¬ 
lers  might  proceed  with  impunity. 
That  the  author’s  figning  his  name 
to  it  was  an  impudent  attempt  to 
laugh  at  profecution,  for  that  he 
was  as  infcrutable,  while  he  fkulk- 
ed  behind  the  bulw'ark  of  the 
printer,  as  an  anon)mous  writer 
poffibly  could  be.  That  the  age 
teemed  with  libels,  no  perfon  was 
now  fafe  from  flander  ;  that  he 
was  determined,  if  pollible,  to 
check  the  iicentloufnefs  of  the  prefs, 
and  therefore  he  had  filed  the  in¬ 
formation  now  before  the  court. 

The  witneffes  w'ere  then  ex¬ 
amined.  The  firft;  was  - - Wil- 

fon,  who  proved  the  three  copies 
of  advertifements,  produced  by  the 
follicitor  to  the  treafury,  to  be  the 
hand-writing  of  the  defen,dant. 

H.  S.  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer,  proved  that  Mr. 
Horne  delivered  to  him  one  of  the 
copies  produced,  paid  him  for  the 
inlertion  of  it  in  his  paper,  and 
commiffioned  him  to  fend  round 
copies  of  the  fame  to  mod  of  the 
other  papers,  which  commifiion  he 


executed,  and  Mr.  Horne  defrayed 
the  expence. 

This  being  all  the  evidencecallcd 
in  fupport  of  the  information,  the 
defendant  rofe,  and  addreffed  the 
jury  in  a  fpeech,  which  took  him 
up  four  hours  in  delivery,  to  the 
following  purport : 

[Mr,  Horne,  when  he  began  his 
fpeech,  produced  a  pile  of  manu- 
feripts,  written  on  fome  quires  of 
paper,  folded  in  the  form  of  a 
note-book,  which  he  laid  before 
him ;  and,  after  having  fpoken 
for  about  an  hour,  he  adverted  to 
his  written  text.]  His  exordium 
went  chiefly  upon  a  reply  to  what 
had  now  fallen  from  the  attorney- 
general,  which  he  declared  by  no 
means  full  enough  for  the  occahon  ; 
he  afferted,  that  the  learned  gen- 
tieman  had  not  produced  a  tittle  of 
evidence  in  fupport  of  the  charge 
made  againfe  him  in  the  informa¬ 
tion,  that  he  had  reilcS  his  argu¬ 
ment  chiefly  upon  abufing  the  ad- 
vertifement,  and  that  above  half 
of  his  fpeech  had  been  merely  an. 
eulogium  on  his  own  immaculate 
charadler.  As  he  had  talked  fo 
much  of  his  honour,  his  confcience, 
and  his  integrity,  he  w'ould,  he 
declared,  juft  ibew  how  far  the  ho¬ 
nour,  the  confcience,  and  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  an  attorney-general  ex¬ 
tended.  He  then  proceeded  to 
trace  the  power  of  that  ofticer  from 
the  times  of  our  forefathers,  ihewed 
what  privileges  he  had  enjoyed  in 
different  reigns,  and  went  into  a 
very  long  difeuftion  of  the  nature' 
and  confequences  of  profecutions 
and  informations  filed  ex  officio  by 
the  attorney-general,  pointing  out 
to  the  jury  both  the  fimple  and  ap¬ 
plied  meaning  of  the  words  ex 
effeioy  ftiewing  that  the  different 
technical  terms  of  information,  in¬ 
dictment^ 
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didment,  and  declaration,  were 
fynonymotis,  and  meant  nothing 
more  than  accufation,  urging  the 
more  equitable  mode  of  proceeding 
by  applying  to  a  grand  jury  by  bill 
of  indidment,  and  contraftine  the 

O 

dilferent  benefits  deduced  by  the 
fubjed,  under  the  different  modes 
of  procefs,  proving  that  they  could 
acquire  none  when  proceeded  a- 
gainft  on  ex  officio  informations, 
and  inferring  from  the  whole  of 
his  argument  on  this  head  that 
their  origin  was  oppreffion,  and 
their  end  injuftice.  He  afferted, 
that,  armed  with  this  illegal  power, 
an  attorney-general  might  deflroy 
the  liberty,  and  attack  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  any  fubjed,  obnoxious,  ei¬ 
ther  to  himfelf,  or  to  the  minilter, 
whofe  fervant  and  creature  the  at¬ 
torney-general  might  properly  be 
deemed,  as  he  held  his  office  mere¬ 
ly  during  pleafure,  and  was  liable 
to  difmiffion  whenever  the  minider 
was  himfelf  difmiffed,  or  whenever 
the  minider  was  difpleafed  with 
him. 

He  complained  of  oppreffion  in 
every  dage  of  the  buiinefs,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  urged  that  the  driking  of 
a  fpecial  jury  was  a  mere  farce  ; 
that  an  attorney-general  could  try 
by  what  jury  he  pleafed  ;  and  that 
from  what  he  had  feen  on  his  own 
attendance  at  the  Crown-office,  it 
might  rather  be  faid,  that  his  was 
a  picked  jury  than  one  fairly  and 
promifcuoufly  chofen.  He  in- 
fianced  what  had  paffed  there,  but 
declared  he  acquitted  the  mader  of 
any  unfair  conduft,  laying  the 
blame  on  the  Ihoulders  of  the  folli- 
citor  to  the  treafury,  and  of  the 
officers  of  the  Iheriffs,  who  attend¬ 
ed  on  the  occafion. 

He  treated  Lord  Mansfield  fre¬ 
quently  in  a  manner  equally  cava- 
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Her  and  extraordinafy,  nof  Was  hs 
a  whit  more  complaifant  to  the 
jury,  declaring  he  afked  them  for 
no  favour,  that  he  only  defired 
them  to  difeharge  their  con  fciences^ 
and  do  their  duty  as  honed  men^ 
confidering  fully  the  intention* 
which  was  the  effence  of  all  crimi¬ 
nality,  and  abiding  by  their  own 
feelings,  without  fufferlng  them- 
felves  either  to  be  threatened,  or 
wheedled  out  of  their  privileges. 
He  avowed  being  the  author  of  the 
advertifement  in  quedion,  afferted 
it  was  no  libel,  and  affigned  his 
motive  for  publiffiing  it,  v/hicli 
was  to  oppofe  oppreffion  :  that  he 
had  always  adled  on  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  that  he  adverdfed,  and 
caufed  to  be  profecuted,  the  mur¬ 
derers  in  St.  George’s-nelds,  in 
1768,  who  were  alfo  foldiers. 

That  he  had,  in  fadl,  as  the  ad¬ 
vertifement  was  worded,  made  no 
charge,  neither  had  he  aCcufed  the 
king’s  troops  of  murder;  but  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  take  advantage 
of  a  trifling  fubterfuge  :  he  did  now- 
make  the  charge  ;  that  he  had  be¬ 
fore  deemed  the  affair  at  Lexington 
a  murder,  did  then,  and  would  to¬ 
morrow,  call  it  by  no  other  namei 
He  told  the  jury,  that,  like  certaiii 
people  mentioned  in  hiflory,  who 
dreffed  up  their  vidlims  for  daugh¬ 
ter,  fo  the  attorney-general  had 
dreffed  him  up  in  the  chara£ler  of  a 
wild  beafl,  and  wanted  them  to 
worry  him ;  that  his  aim  was  to 
fhut  him,  out  from  fociety,  and 
lock  him  up  like  a  mad  dog  ;  but 
that  he  defied  his  malice,  and  fear¬ 
ed  not  the  judges,  as  he  was  well 
awar^  they  would  not  venture  to 
punifli  him  as  they  might  wiib^ 
even  if  thejury  were  to  deliver  hinn 
over  to  their  mercy,  but  that  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  more  than 
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they  dared  to  inflid  in  the  prefent 
caufe. 

With  regard  to  the  attorney- 
generars  complaint  about  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  libels  daily  publilhed,  he 
begged  him  to  put  himfelf  in  the 
balance  againit  him,  and  coniider 
which  had  been  moft  libelled  ?  For 
his  part,  no  man  had  been  more 
fo ;  his  pidure  had  been  ftuck  up 
in  the  prlnt-fhops,  with  the  words, 

*  The  Atheiil  Farfon,’  fubferibed 
in  capitals.  He  had  been  made 
the  fubjed  of  ballads,  and  the 
lingers  had  borne  the  figure  of  a 
fpruce  parfon  in  miniature,  on  a 
Itick,  with  a  label,  on  which  was 
written,  ‘  The  Atheift  and  Maca¬ 
roni  Parfon.*  Flis  very  clothes 
had  furnilhed  wit  for  the  theatre, 
and  he  had  even  once  been  pre¬ 
fent,  and  feen  himfelf  burnt  in  ef- 
figy/. 

He  offered  fome  few  legal  autho¬ 
rities,  and  quoted  many  parts  of 
the  State  Trials  in  fupport  of  them. 
In  his  attack  on  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral,  he  fhewed  no  fort  of  refped  to 
perfon  or  place  ;  at  one  time  he 
declared  the  Houfeof  Commons  to 
be  the  molt  corrupt  body  in  any 
Fate,  and  faid  they  were  the  mi- 
nifter’s  houfe,  who  fat  between  his 
two  brazen  pillars,  the  attorney 
and  follicitor-general,  like  Jachin 
and  Boaz,  to  guard  the  treafury- 
bench. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Horne  had  fi- 
nifhed  his  fpeech,  he  defired  the 
crier  to  call  Lord  Germaine  and 
General  Gage ;  but  neither  of 
them,  though  fubpeenaed,  attend¬ 
ed.  He  then  defired  the  attorney- 
general  to  be  fworn,  but  the  court 
defired  him  firfi:  to  Fate  the  queftion 
he  meant  to  afk,  as  the  attorney- 
general  had  aright  to  demur  to  be¬ 
ing  fworn.  Mr,  Horne  then  pro- 
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pofed  fome  queftions  relative  to  the 
origin  of  the  caufe,  and  the  con- 
duft  of  it,  which  Mr.  Attorney 
faid  were  too  impertinent  for  him 
to  anfvver  ;  he  would  not  therefore 
be  fworn. 

Alderman  Oliver  was  then  call¬ 
ed,  and  fworn  as  a  witnefs  for  the 
defendant.  The  alderman  proved 
that  the  advertifement  in  queflion 
was  fo  far  founded  in  faft,  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Conflitutional  So¬ 
ciety  was  held,  that  the  fubferip- 
tion  alfo  was  railed,  and  the  money 
paid  to  Mr.  Horne. 

Adr.  Lacy,  clerk  to  Henton  and 
Co.  proved  that  Mr.  Horne  paid 
the  money  to  their  Ihop  on  Dr. 
Franklin’s  account. 

Lieutenant  Gould  was  examined 
refpedting  an  affidavit  made  by 
him  about  the  affair  at  Lexington, 
and  publifhed  in  one  of  the  Public 
Advertifers,  produced  by  the  de¬ 
fendant.  He  acknowledged  it  to 
be  his  affidavit,  and  fwore  to  its 
contents,  giving  at  the  fame  time  a 
•  viva  voce  account  of  the  action. 
Whence  it  clearly  appeared,  that 
the  rebels  were  armed  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  king’s  troops,  and  that 
the  latter  heard  the  alarm-guns 
firing,  whilfl  they  were  on  their 
march. 

The  attorney-general  obferved, 
that  the  defendant,  from  what  he 
had  throv/n  out,  feemed  rather  to 
have  wifhed  to  be  flopped,  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  given  birth  to  a  popu¬ 
lar  tumult,  than  to  have  aimed  ei¬ 
ther  at  difproving  the  charge,  or 
evincing  the  innocence  of  his  own 
intention. 

He  aferibed  its  delay  folely  to  the 
defendant,  and  anfwered  fuch  part 
of  Mr.  Horne’s  fpeech  as  went  to 
the  fubjc£l  before  the  court ;  affert- 
ing,  that  the  advertifement  charged 
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the  information  was  moft  clearly 


a  grofs  and  feditioCis  libel,  deierv- 
in^  every  epithet  he  had  beflowed 
on^it  ;  and  told  the  jury  that,  if 
he  had  failed  in  proof,  the  defend¬ 
ant  had  fupplied  the  defe6i,  for 
that  the  whole  of  the  defence  went 
to  an  admifiion  and  aggravation  of 
the  libel.  Before  he  fat  down,  the 
attorney-general  fpoke  to  the  other 
parts  of  Mr.  Horne’s  fpeech,  which 
he  declared  was  v/holly  made  up  of 
the  abufe  of  the  judge,  abule  of  the 
jury,  abufe  of  himfelf,  and  abufe 
of  the  mailer  of  the  Crown-office, 
the  follicitor  of  the  treafury,  and 
even  of  the  IherifF’s  officers. 

Lord  Mansfield  remarked,  that, 
of  all  cafes  he  had  ever  known, 
this,  lay  in  the  fmallell  compafs. 
There  were  but  two  points  for  the 
jury  to  confider  ;  the  proof  of  the 
publication,  and  the  proof  of  the 
charge  in  the  information.  The 
difficuf-'y  of  the  firil  was  removed, 
for  that  was  fully  admitted  by  the 
defendant :  with  regard  to  the  fe- 
cond,  they  would  take  out  the  pa¬ 
per,  read  the  advertifement,  and 
judge  for  themielves.  His  lord- 
fhip  lamented  the  prefent  unhappy 
war,  and  enlarged  a  little  on  the 
nature  of  tlie  charge  made  againft 
the  king’s  troops,  in  the  advertiie- 
rnent :  particularly  explaining  the 
application  of  the  phrafe  ‘  well- 
beloved.’ 

He  faid  the  jury  would  readily 
fee  why  he  palled  over  a  great  deal 
which  had  been  faid  on  the  occa-- 
fion,  and  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  faid  ;  but  that  he  coujd  not 
let  them,  or  the  audience,  go  away 
without  inabling  them  to  contra- 
diet  any  mifreprefentation  refpedl- 
ing  one  point.  His  lordffiip  then 
explained  his  condudl  on  the  trial 
of  one  of  the  printers,  and,  after 


perfedlly  clearing  himfelf  on  that, 
head,  fhewed,  by  quoting  the  trial 
of  Lord  Lovat,  when  he  himfelf, 
while  follicitor-general,  afting  as 
counfel  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
replied,  although  the prifoner  called 
no  witneffes,  that  the  cuftom  was 
not  new. 

The  jury  at  half  after  four  with¬ 
drew  for  a  lliort  time,  and  return¬ 
ed,  finding  Mr.  Horne  Guilty. 


Further  Proceedings  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
King  againft  Horne/2?r  a  LibeL 

ON  Wednefday  morning,  No¬ 
vember  ip,  between  ten  and 
eleven  o’clock,  the  P^ev.  Mr. 
Horne  attended  thecourtof  King’s- 
bench,  agreeable  to  a  notice  iilued 
by  the  attorney-general. 

The  feveral  documents  being 
read  neceffiary  to  lubllantiate  the 
charge  againft  him,  and  the  grounds 
of  his  convidion  being  then  Hated 
to  the  court,  the  attorney-general 
prayed  judgment  in  behail  of  the 
crown.  Lord  Mansfield  was  about 
to  pronounce  the  fentence,  when 
Mr.  Horne  in  treated  the  attention 
of  the  court  to  a  matter  which  he 
ftiould  urge,  in  arreft  of  judgment. 
He  grounded  his  motion  on  the 
following  arguments  : 

Firft,  That  the  information,  on 
which  he  had  been  tried,  did  not 
ft  ecifically  charge  him  with  any 
crime.  That  the  whole  of  the 
charge  was  of  a  conftruflive  nature. 
But  it  was  an  eftabliftied  maxim  in 
law,  that  inciidlments  and  informa¬ 
tions  lliould  fo  exprefsly  fet  forth 
the  nature  of  the  crime,  as  not  to 
leave  any  thing  to  the  conftruftion 
of  the  court,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
Mr.  Horne  contended  that  there 
had  not  been  any  thing  averred  in 
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the  information  which  could  amount 
to  a  crimination ;  he  was  oftly 
charged  with  having  printed  and 
publirtied,  or  caufed  to  be  printed 
and  publifhed,  a  certain  advertife- 
ment,  which  had  been  deemed  a 
libel.  This  was  the  a£l  charp;ed. 
The  guilt,  or  innocence,  of  the 
paper  deemed  a  libel,  depended  on 
conli:ru6lion.  Not  any  thing  of 
guilt  being  charged  in  the  infor¬ 
mation,  the  convidlion  might  rea- 
fonably  be  luppofed  a  miitake  of 
the  jury,  which  the  judges,  as 
guardians  of  the  law,  would  rec¬ 
tify. 

The  attorney-general,  in  reply, 
contelfed  he  expected  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  arf>-ument  would  have 

^  o 

been  infilled  on  by  the  defendant. 
To  lay  that  not  any  thing  like  a 
criminal  charge  had  been  averred 
in  the  information  was  furely  to 
be  attributed  to  a  perverfon  of  the 
underilanding.  The  charge  was 
too  obvious  to  be  millaken.  The 
intormatlon  did  not  merely  let  forth 
that  the  defendant  had  printed  and 
publifhed  a  paper,  but  that  he  had 
printed  and  publifhed  a  falle,  fcan- 
dalous,  and  fcditious  libel,  which 
fet  forth,  *  that  the  king’s  troops, 
employed  by  government,  had 
murdered  our  American  brethren, 
for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe 
they  had  been  faithful  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Englifhmen,  in  preferring 
death  to  flaverv.’  Of  fuch  an  a6t 
the  defendant  had  been  found  guil¬ 
ty.  The  information  had  ex- 
prefsly  charged  him  with  it.  The 
crime  had  been  fubllantiated  by  the 
verdift  of  a  jury.  The  exception 
was  now,  therefore,  improper  in 
point  of  time,  and  frivolous  in 
point  of  weight.  So  frivolous,  that 
the  attorney-general  expected  the 
defendant  would  have  relied  his 
i  VoL-  XX.  1777. 
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motion  on  a  very  different  ground4 
He  expefted  to  have  heard  it  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  libel  was  not  of 
the  nature  which  it  had  been  llated 
to  be  in  the  information.  That  it 
was  not  falfe.  That  it  was  not 
fcandalous.  That  it  was  not  fedi- 
tious.  That  go  ernment  had  not 
been  maligned.  Nor  the  king’s 
troops  charged  with  having  com¬ 
mitted  murder.  Thofe  were  the 
propofitions  he  expeded.  And 
the  argument  in  fupport  of  them 
he  was  well  prepared  to  anfvver. 
Not  any  thing  which  bore  the 
fmalleft  affinity  to  fuch  arguments 
having  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the 
defendant,  the  attorney  general 
repeated  his  prayer  that  the  court 
would  proceed  to  judgment. 

Mr.  Horne  in  reply  obferved, 
that,  however  the  expedations  of 
the  attorney  general  might  have 
been  excited,  he  would  anfwer  for 
it  that  his  wilhes  had  not  kept 
pace  with  them.  Mr.  attorney 
general  might  exped  it  to  be  prov¬ 
ed  that  the  advertifement  was  nei¬ 
ther  falfe,  fcandalous,  nor  fedi- 
tious.  But  he  could  not  wifh  for 
fuch  proof.  It  would  intirely  de¬ 
feat  the  defign  of  the  profecution. 
The  attorney  general  had  therefore 
fpared  him  the  trouble  of  advanc¬ 
ing  fuch  arguments  with  eifed,  by 
not  chuling  to  combat  them  on  the 
trial.  The  crown  officer  had  alfo 
been  extremely  obliging  in  another 
refped.  He  had  not  perplexed  the 
bufmefs  with  cafes  and  precedents. 
Nor  had  he  enlivened  the  dulnefs 
of  the  argument  bv  either  his  ora- 

O  / 

tory  or  his,  wit.  Both  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney  general  might  poffefs.  Bathe 
had  not  chofen  to  make  a  difplay 
of  either.  It  was  fo  much  the 
more  for  the  advantage  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  to  have  th«  caufe  thus  lim- 
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and  reduced  to  a  point 
which  common  fenfe  could  eafily 
comprehend.  Happily  there  was  a 
cafe  in  point  fo  applicable  to  that 
of  the  defendant,,  that  merely  to 
jead  it  would  ferve  in  the  place  of 
a  laboured  arguments  It  was  the 
safe  of  Lord  R-uffel.  That  noble¬ 
man  was  charged  with  a  defign 

*  to  feiae  the  king’s  guards,’  as*  a 
means  toelfebl  his.  purpofe;  The 
opinion  of  Judge  Atkins  on  the 
cafe  was  this,  that  the  words 
king’s  guards’  were  too  loofe  and 
indeterminate.  That  the  law  knew 
not  of  any  fuch  perfons.  The  lovo 
and  good-wili  of  fubjeds  had  fre¬ 
quently  been  fl  y  led  the  king’s- 
guards.’  The  judges  had  been- 
alfo  called  ‘guards  of  the  king.’ 
To  charge  Lord-  Ruffe!  v/ith  a  de¬ 
sign  to-  feitic  the  king’s  guards,, 
without  fpeci-fying  what,  or  whom 
were  meant  by  the  terms,,  was  to©' 
indefinite  a  ftyle  of  averment  to  be 
admitted  in  an.  indidment. 

Mr.  Horne  hinted  the  applica¬ 
bility  of  this  cafe.  Who  were  the 

*  king’s  troops,’  alluded  to  in  the 
information  r  They  had  not  been 
defined.  But,  admitting  that  they 
had,  vvas^  it  phyfically  impoflible 
that  any  of  the  king’s  troops  diould 
commit  murder? 

As  to  the  epithet  of  ‘  libel,’  fo 
frequently  adopted  by  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney  general,  What-  was  a  libel  ? 
Was  the  word  technically  deferip- 
tive  ?  By  the  court  of  King’s-Bench 
the  ad  of  ‘  fending  a  wooden  gun’ 
lo  a  man  had  been  deemed  a  libek. 
As  in  the  cafe  of  'I'hicknefle,  who 
was  fentenced  for  ‘  the  libel  of 
fending:  a  wooden  gun  to  Lord 
Orwell.’  The  language  about  li- 
beds  vvasr  only  the  jargon  of  uncer¬ 
tainty. 

*  The  words  ‘  of,’  ‘concerning,.* 
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as  they  flood  in  the  informationy 
were  flrongly  objeded  to  by  Mr- 
Horne  on  account  of  their  legal  in¬ 
formality.  The  word  ^  concern¬ 
ing’  meant  feeing  together,  and- 
was  applicable  to  perfons  who  par¬ 
ticipated,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fight  of  a  thing.  In  tkis,  which- 
was  the  only  fenfe  of  the  word,  it 
was  not  applied  in  the  informa¬ 
tion.  And,  if  the  meaning  of  one 
word  might  be  tortured.,  that  of 
many  might  be  mifapplied.  A 
charge  could  only  be  fpecified  by 
the  mod  rigid  attention  to  the 
meaning  of  words. 

Mr..  Horne  exprefled  an  hope 
that  thefe  obfervadons  would  have 
weight  with  the  court.-  He  con- 
fidered  them  to  be  of  validity.  And 
therefore  it  was  that  he  had  urged 
them  as-fufiicient  to  render  tlie  pray¬ 
er  of  the  attorney  general  for  judg¬ 
ment  nugatory. 

Lord  Mansfield  with  the  greateft 
moderation  imaginable  obfervedy 
that  even  if  there  were  any  thing 
indefinite  in  the  terms  ‘  king’s^ 
troops,’  abdradledivy  confidered  ; 
yet  the  information  had  dated  thofe 
troops  to  have  been  employed  by 
government.  This  was  a  fufiicient 
fpecification.  Qn  the  other  hand 
there  appeared  weight  in  the  ob¬ 
jections  fufiicient  to  induce  the 
court  to  hear  the  matter  argued 
without  prejudice.  There  might 
be  errors  in  the  information*.  If 
fuch  fheuld  be^  the  cafe,  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  intituled  to-  the  bene¬ 
fit.  The  faCls  charged  in  the  fe- 
veral  eounts^ofthe  information  had 
been  clearly  proved.  The  depofi- 
tioft  of  the  money  in  the  hands  of  a 
banker  for  Dr.  Franklin  ^  the  hand 
writing  of  the  defendant ;  the  de¬ 
livery  of  the  advertifement  to  the 
printers ;  the  merit  of  the  objec- 
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tians  urged  by  the  defendant  only 
remained  to  be  confidcred. 

Lord  Mansfield  then  propofed, 
that  Mr.  Horne  fliould  be  commit¬ 
ted,  and  brought  up  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Horne  then  propofed  this 
quellion  : 

‘  Will  your  lordfhips  commit 
me  before  I  am  legally  convidled  ?’ 

The  commitment  was  dropped. 
Mr,  Horne  is  to  attend  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  when  his  objeffions 
in  arrelt  of  judgment  will  be  ar¬ 
gued. 

Mr.  Horne’s  condu£l  was  cool, 
fenfible,  and  manly.  His  argu¬ 
ments  w'ere  well  delivered,  and  he 
did  not,  as  upon  his  trial,  ufe  any 
afperity  or  unbecoming  warmth  of 
language. 

Decijion  of  the  Court  of  K'mf  s-Be7ich 
in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Horne. 

Monday,  November  24,  about 
1 1  in  the  morning,  the  Eail  of 
Man'sfield,  with  the  Judges  Aden, 
Willes,  and  Alhurlf,  came  into 
court.  Mr.  Horne  entered  a^  the 
fame  time,  accompanied  by  his 
attorney,  and  flood  before  the 
bench.  After  a  few  minutes  fpent 
in  clearing  the  court,  Mr.  Sollici- 
tor  general  and  Mr.  Attorney  ge¬ 
neral  took  their  feats* 

Lord  Mansfield  then,  holding  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  obferved  that 
the  defendant  had  urged  on  Wed- 
nefday  laft,  as  a  plea  of  defence, 
an  affidavit  m.ade  by  a  Captain 
Gould,  relative  to  the  engagements 
between  his  majefly’s  troops  and 
the  Americans  at  Lexington  and 
Concord,  which  was  pubiifned 
fome  time  ago  in  the  Public  Ad- 
vertifer,  and  W'as  intended  in  feme 
fort  to  give  authority  to  Mr. 


Horne’s  advertifement  refpedting 
that  affair,  which  were  the  groiinds 
cf  the  attorney  general’s  prolecu- 
tion  ;  and  his  lordfhip,  having 
omitted  it  in  his  notes,  thought 
proper  to  read  it  then  in  court. 

After  reading  the  affidavit,  his 
lordfliip  acquainted  Mr.  Horne, 
that,  having  duly  weighed  the 
merits  of  his  motion  in  arrefl  of 
judgment,  and  having  reforted  to 
precedents,  the  court  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  ‘  that  no  certain  form  of  ex- 
preffion  was  technically  necfefTary; 
where  the  words  want  no  inuendos 
— Had  even  the  word  Lexington 
been  left  out,  it  would  dill  havd 
been  a  libel,  as  the  meaning  of  the 
words  was  felf-evident,  though  the 
place  and  other  circumftances  had 
been  omitted.  As  to  the  objec¬ 
tions  made  by  the  defendent  to  the 
words  ^  of  arid  concerning  the 
king’s  government,’  as  laid  in  the 
information,  they  were  found  to 
have  no  weight.  Tiiofe  words  werd 
fo  proper  in  fixing  the  charge, 
that,  in  the  cafe'bf  the  king  again d 
Alderton,  the  information  wa^ 
found  badj  becaufe  not  laid  in  the 
words  ‘  of  and  concerning  the  juf- 
tices  of  Suffolk*’  An  information 
in  the  fame  form,  and  of  the  famd 
offence,  had ''already  been  found  a 
libel  by  five  juries,  on  the  diiVer- 
Cnt  profecutiens  againd  the  print¬ 
ers,  and  on  which  even  the  de¬ 
fendant  himfelf  gave  evidence.  A 
number  of  learned  counfel  had  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  proceedings,  and 
there  was  not,  in  faft,  a  colour  of 
doubt  v/ith  refpeft  to  the  forma¬ 
lity.  It  was  therefore  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  the  cotirt,  that  thd 
objections  could  not  lie^  and  con- 
fequently  that  the  conviClion  was 
legal. 

Mr.  Attorney.general. — The  de- 
a  fendanC 
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fendanc  has  been  convided  of  an 
audacious,  falfe,  and  wicked  libel, 
charging  iiis  niajeily’s  troops  and 
government  with  no  lefs  a  crime 
than  that  of  wilfully  murdering  the 
king's  loyal  and  faithful  fubjeds  ; 
points  dircdly  to  time,  place,  and 
adion,  and,  with  intent  to  try 
how  far  he  can  infult  the  juftice 
and  humanity  of  his  country,  bold¬ 
ly  ftands  forth  here,  as  he  has  on 
other  occalions,  ‘  am  not  I  the 
man  that  dares  do  it?’  Such  auda- 
cioufnefs  furely  calls  for  the  high- 
ell  punifhment  that  this  court  in 
fuch  cafes  can  inflid.  The  de¬ 
fendant  has  thought  it  conliftent 
with  his  views  to  prove  that  the 
king’s  troops  were  furroimded  with 
rebels,  impeded  in  their  opera- 
dons,  the  country  hoitile,  and  in 
arms  j  and,  as  far  as  their  llrength 
lay,  endeavouring  to  cut  them  off, 
firing  of  alarm  guns  (the  inten¬ 
tion'  of  which  was  well  under- 
llood)  and  colleding  of  maga¬ 
zines  to  make  head  ag-ainll  the 
king’s  forces  in  aid  of  the  rebel¬ 
lion.  All  this  the  defendant  has 
moll  indudrioully  proved  to  point 
out  and  ftrongiy  mark  that  he  was 
the  man  in  aid  and  fupport  of  that 
very  rebellion  meant  to  infuk  the 
jaftice  and  dignity  of  the  mother- 
country.  Another  part  of  his  proof 
is,  that  contributions  in  fupport  of 
rebellion  were  adually  fet  on  foot 
and  carried  into  execution  ;  the 
money  raifed,  and  tranfmitted, 
and  that  the  defendant  was  the 
man  who  dared  commit  fuch  a 
crime  and  infult.  Never,  furely, 
was  a  libel,  more  fcandalous,  more 
malignant,  more  dangerous,  and 
as,  fuch  will  not  be  fuffered  to  pafs 
nnpuniihed. 

The  ufuai  puniHiments  are  line 
and  imprifonmeut  for  fuch  offen¬ 


ces,  ever  fince  the  time  of  that 
real  patriot  and  great  man,  Chief 
Juftice  Holt ;  and  this  being  a  libel 
againft  the  king’s  troops  and  go¬ 
vernment,  is  much  greater  than 
if  it  had  been  againft  an  ii\di- 
vidual,  for  the  juftice  and  huma¬ 
nity  of  the  kingdom  is  infult- 
ed.  It  was  my  duty,  on  the  hrft 
appearance  of  fo  grofs  an  attempt, 
to  profecute  to  conviilion.  Your 
lordftiips  are  to  judge  between  us. 
I  am  not  interefted,  nor  have  I 
any  malice  againft  any  man.  Per¬ 
fectly  fatisfied  with  the  wifdom 
and  juftice  of  the  court,  I  leave  the 
whole  to  your  lordftiip’s  difppfal. 

Mr.  Horne.  —  May  it  pleafe 
your  lordftiips :  I  hope  I  am  not  to 
be  reviled  and  laughed  at  for  my 
misfortunes.  I  came  here  to-day 
with  a  full  perfualion  that  I  was  to 
return  again  with  the  fame  liberty. 
I  object,  if  I  am  in  time,  and  now 
move  an  arreft  of  judgment  ;  for 
no  information  can  be  lupplied  by 
evidence  ;  and  I  thought  Mr.  At¬ 
torney  general  and  I  were  ordered 
to  look  for  precedents  ;  but,  after 
what  I  have  heard  to-day,  I  fliould 
not  have  faid  a  word,  if  Mr.  At¬ 
torney-general’s  rancor  was  not 
fuch  as.  calls  on  me  to  deny  and 
confute  his  fuggeftions. 

To-day  he  has  ftript  me  of  all 
common  fenfe,  by  opening  the 
impropriety  and  imprudence  of 
others  he  would  luppofe  to  have  ac¬ 
ted  otherwife. 

It  is  not  incumbent  on  me  to 
take  notice  of  what  has  dropped 
from  the  bench,  but  Mr,  Attorney 
general  has  been  guilty  of  grofs 
mifreprefentation.  1  am  as  little 
given  to  audacity  as  he  .or  any 
other  gentleman  in  this  court.  He 
fays  my  language  and  ftyle  is  low, 
and  looking  only  for  the  pralfe  of 

a  mob. 
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a  mob.  This  is  his  language, 
«ot  mine.  It  has  been  my  mil- 
fortune  to  have  a  liberal  education  ; 
and  that  mob  has  paid  him  as 
much  tribute  as  they  have  to  me. 
It  is  likewife  my  misfortune  not  to 
be  poor  ;  I  never  laid  I  was.  If 
I  had,  I  Ihould  here  have  joined 
with  the  attorney  general,  and 
craved  the  lenity  of  the  court;  but 
I  never  did  aflc  a  favour  of  them, 
and  I  hope  never  will. 

It  is  unfortunate,  but  my  notions 
of  humanity  differ  widely  from  Mr. 
Attorney  general’s  ;  and  it  cannot 
be  living  in  the  face  of  juftice  not 
to  (brink  from  her  prefence.  1  be¬ 
lieve  I  did  fay,  formerly,  I  even 
dared  any  thing  your  lordfhips 
could  pronounce  againft  me;  and 
1  now  do ;  for  I  am  confident  your 
lordfhips  dare  not  do  wrong.  There 
are  many  more  things  I  intended 
to  have  troubled  your  lordfhips 
with,  but  v/ith  the  attorney  gene¬ 
ral  I  trufl  the  whole  in  the  wifdom 
of  the  court. 

Mr.  Juftice  Afton. — John  Horne, 
you  ftand  convidted  for  writing  and 
publifhing  a  very  grofs  libel  con¬ 
cerning  the  king’s  troops  and  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  it  appears  to  this 
court,  and  by  your  own  evidence, 
that  you  glory  in  the  crime.  You 
very  artfully  attempted  to  glofs 
over  the  charge,  and  infifted  the 
information  was  not  explicit  and 
fuii.  No  man  really  can  millake 
It  ;  moft  feditious  and  fcandalous 
in  its  nature,  and  but  too  induf- 
trioully  propagated  by  you,  and 
too  well  known  for  me  to  enter 
into  the  contents  of  a  paper,  that 
to  be  read  is  only  to  be  untlerftood 
and  abhorred  by  all  good  men  and 
lovers  of  their  country.  The  fen- 
tence  of  this  court  is,  that  you 


pay  20ol.  fine  to  the  king,  and 
be  imprifoned  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months,  and  after'.\ards  find 
fureties,  vourfclf  in  400 1.  and  two 
furetics  in  200I.  each,  for  your 
good  behaviour  for  three  years. 


Narrati’ve  of  the  7 rial  of  James 
Aitken,  othernx'if  John  the  Pain¬ 
ter,  at  Wincherter  JJfiPces^  for 
fetting  fre  to  the  Rope  Houfe,  in 
his  Majefy^s  Dcck-Tard^  at  Port- 
fmouth.,  Dec.  7,  1776. 

r  g“*^0  give  the  reader  a  clear 
I  idea  of  this  man’s  charaefter, 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  trace  the 
fteps  which  led  to  his  difeovery. 

The  fire  which  happened  in 
the  rope  -  houfe  at  Fortfmouth, 
had  paired  for  an  accident ;  and 
as  no  fufpicion  had  fallen  upon  any 
one,  no  enquiry  was  made  about  it 
till,  on  the  15th  of  January,  Mr. 
PvufTel,  one  of  the  under  clerks  of 
the  dock-yard,  having  occafion  to 
move  foine  hemp  in  the  hemp- 
houfe,  difeovered  the  machine. 

It  was  then  that  the  whole  dock¬ 
yard  was  alarmed.  Some  hundreds 
of  workmen  were  inftantly  drawn 
together,  and  every  one  looked  at 
his  neighbour,  convinced  that  who¬ 
ever  was  the  contriver  of  that  ma¬ 
chine,  and  had  placed  it  tliere, 
was  the  incendiary. 

This  called  to  mind  every  mi¬ 
nute  circumftance  that  had  hap¬ 
pened,  previous  to  the  breaking 
out  of  the  fire  on  the  day  above- 
mentioned,  and  it  occurred  to  one 
that  a  fellow  had  been  kicked  into 
the  rope-houfe  the  night  before  ; 
to  another,  that  a  man,  wh-.fe 
name  was  unknown,  had  been  feen 
[^]  3  loitering 
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loitering  about 'the  yard  on  the 
very  day  ;  and  to  others,  that  he 
was  a  painter,  and  had  worked 
in  the  neighbourhood  j  and  as  he 
had  never  Been  keen  there  after  the 
hre,  a  drorig  fufpicion  arofe,  that 
he  mull  be  forae  Vv'ay  or  other  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  mifchief  that  had  al¬ 
ready  been  done,  and  alfo  in  the 
diabolical  defign  which  providen¬ 
tially  had  been  defeated. 

It  were  needlefs  to  take  notice 
of  the  adyertiferaent  that  followed, 
defcribing  the  perfon  of  the  man, 
and  under  the  name  of  John  the 
Painter  offering  him  a  reward  of 
50 1.  to  furrender  himfelf  to  ex¬ 
amination,  and  the  fame  reward 
to  any  one  who  Ihould  apprehend 
him. 

In  the  mean  time  other  fires 
broke  out,  particularly  at  Briftol, 
which  could  no  otherwife  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  than  by  fuppoiing  Ame¬ 
rican  agents  employed  to  fpread 
£re  and  devaitation  throughout  the 
kingdom,  wherever  their  malig¬ 
nant  purpofes  could  be  executed 
with  effed  ;  an  idea  that  favoured 
the  prejudices  of  the  vulgar,  and 
therefore  was  the  mere  eaffly  cre¬ 
dited. 

It  was  not  long,  how'ever,  be¬ 
fore  Sir  John  Fielding  found 
means  to  trace  this  John  the  Pain¬ 
ter  out,  and  fome  time  about  the 
beginning  of  February  he  was  ap¬ 
prehended  at  Odiam,  in  Plants, 
for  a  burglary,  and  brought  to 
town  for  examination. 

The  news  of  his  commitment 
was  foon  fpread  ;  and  it  having 
been  reported  that  he  had  been  in 
America,  and  iia^d  vvorked  there  as 
p.  painter,  Karl  Temple  defired 
one  Baldwin,  a  painter  who  had 
likewife  been  in  America,  and  had 
done  bufmefa  there,  to  attend  his 


examination  before  Sir  John  Field” 
ing,  to  fee  if  he  could  recollefl 
him.  But  Baldwin,  upon  look¬ 
ing  at  the  man,  and  being  afked 
the  quedion,  frankly  declared 
that  he  had  never  before  feen  him 
in  his  life. 

This  open  declaration,  after 
others,  as  he  faid,  had  borne 
falfe  witnefs  againfl:  him,  preju¬ 
diced  the  prifoner  in  favour  of 
Baldwin,  and  he  expreffed  a  flrong 
defire  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance 
with  him,  which  Baldwin  did  not 
decline,  being  encouraged  to  vifit 
him  as  often  as  opportunity  offered, 
in  order,  if  poffible,  to  bring  him 
to  confeffion.  This  had  the  de¬ 
fired  effedl,  and  brought  the 
whole  feene  of  iniquity  to  light. 

After  a  regular  attendance  on 
him  for  15  days,  fometimes  once 
a  day,  and  fometimes  twice,  the 
prifoner  at  length  began  to  trull 
him,  and  to  fpeak  openly.  He 
told  him  he  had  been  in  France  | 
that  he  had  there  feen  Silas  Deane; 
that  Silas  Deane  had  given  him 
fonle  money  ;  had  encouraged  him 
to  fet  fire  to  the  dock-yards  at 
Portfmouth,  Plymouth.  Woolwich, 
Sec.  as.  the  beft  means  of  didref- 
fing  Great-Britain ;  that  he  had 
promifed  to  reward  him  according 
to  the  fervice  he  fnould  do  to  the 
American  caufe  ;  and  that,  as  an 
earned  of  what  fnould  follow,  he- 
bad  given  him  a  recommendation 
to,  and  bills  upon,  a  merchant  in 
London  to  the  amount  of  300 1. 
which,  however,  he  had  found  it 
neceffary  to  burn,  to  prevent  a  dif- 
coyery  ;  that,  in  confequence  of 
this  encouragement,  he  procured 
a  padport  from  the  French  king  ; 
w'hich  paffport  he  lamented  that 
lie  had  left  at  Portfmouth,  with 
other  things,  in  p  bundle.  That 

from 
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fi’om  France  he  came  to  Canter¬ 
bury,  where  he  deviled  the  ma¬ 
chine  which  had  been  found  in  the 
•hemp-houfe,  and  had  it  there  con- 
ilru(^ed  ;  that  before  he  left  Can¬ 
terbury  he  'had  a  quarrel  with  a 
dragoon  ;  and  that  when  he  re¬ 
moved  from  thence  he  direded  his 
courfe  to  Portlmoeth,  where  he 
prepared  the  combulHbles  with 
which  he  afterwards  fet  the  place 
on  fire  ;  that  he  di'fclofed  to  him 
.(Baldwin)  the  fecret  of  making  the 
compofirion,  and  the  manner  of 
his  applying  it  ;  told  him  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  his  being  locked  in 
the  rope-houfe  ;  of  his  quarrelling 
with  his  landlady.,  on  account  of 
the  interruption  llie  gave  him  in 
his  operations of  her  forcibly 
turning  him  out  of  her  houfe  ;  of 
his  taking  another  lodging  ^  of  the 
difficulty  he  had  in  lighting  his 
matches  5  of  his  purchafing  other 
matches ;  of  his  flight  from  Portf- 
mouth  in  a  woman’s  cart ;  with 
many  other  particulars,  all  of 
which  were  confirmed  on  his  trial 
by  the  teftimony  of  the  perfens, 
refpedively,  who  were  any  ways 
•employed  by  him,  or  with  whom 
he  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  buli- 
>refs.  The  boy  who  made  thecan- 
•nifter,  the  dragoon  with  whom  he 
quarrelled  at  Canterbu.»-y,  the  wo¬ 
man  at  whofe  houfe  he  lodged  at 
Portfmouth,  the  man  who  let 
him  out  of  the  rope-houfe,  the 
perfons  who  faw  him  in  the 
dock-yard,  the  woman  who  fold 
him  the  matches,  the  woman 
who  took  him  wp  in  her  cart 
in  his  flight  from  Portfmouth, 
and  lad  of  all  the  bundle  in 
which  was  his  paffiport  from 
France,  with  the  identical  articles 
in  it,  which  he  had  fpecifically 
mentioned  to  Baldwin  ;  all  thefe 
were  produced  againit  him,  and, 


as  the  judge  obferved,  in  fumming 
up  the  evidence,  that  from  a  chain 
of  circumllances  attentively  put 
together,  fuch  a  body  of  evidence 
may  be  drawn,  as  woald  be  abun¬ 
dantly  flrcngcr  than  where  two  or 
three  witneffes  fwear  to  a  pofitive 
fad.;  it  is  no  wonder,  therefore, 
that  the  jury,  without  going  out  of 
court,  pronounced  the  prifoner 
Ouilty;  and  he  being  alked  in 
the  ufual  form  what  he  had  to  fay, 
why  fen  ten  ce  of  death  fhould  not 
be  paffed  upon  him,  replied  he  hai 
mihing  io  Jay. 

He  had,  indeed,  in  lyiaking  hi^ 
defence,  obferved,  upon  the  evi- 
•dence  of  Baldwin,  that  from  his, 
the  prifoner’s,  name  being  public¬ 
ly  advertifed,  and  the  kingdom 
fearched  for  charges  againft  him, 
it  might  be  eafy  for  Baldwin, 
or  fuch  a  man  as  Baldwin,  pro¬ 
perly  inftrtided,  to  form  fuch  a 
Itory,  and  to  bring  fuch  a  number 
of  witrrefl'es  as  he  has  done  to  con¬ 
firm  it  ;  neverthelefs,  faid  he. 

Be  it  a  falfe  accufation  brought 
againit  me,  or  a  betraying  of  truH 
through  the  treachery  of  the  man’s 
heart,  I  fhould  like  that  your  lord- 
ffiip  would  take  it  into  confidera- 
tion,  whether  fuch  a  perfon  Has  a 
right,  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
according  to  the  laws  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  to  give  evidence  a^^ainilme  ; 
or,  if  he  has,  whether  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  ought  to  be  regarded.”  He 
obferved,  like  wife,  on  the  witnef- 
fes  from  Canterbury,  that  one  fays 
he  was  there  about  fix  weeks  be¬ 
fore  Ch  rift  mas  ;  another  fays  6  or 
7  week's  ;  another  between  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  and  Chrillmas ;  another, 
before  or  after  the  20th  of  No¬ 
vember;  yet  his  palTport  is  datpd 
at  Fontainbleau  the  13th  of  No¬ 
vember,  fo  that  he  could  not  be 
there  and  at  Canterbury  at  the  fame 
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time.  He  was  afked  if  he  relied 
his  defence  on  thofe  obfervations, 
or  if  he  chofe  to  call  any  witneffes. 
His  anfvver  was,  For  what  end? 
till  fomething  is  proved  againll  me 
I  intend  no  defence  in  the  world.  I 
am  ready  to  live  and  die  according 
to  juilice. 

When  the  judge,  in  pronouncing 
fentence  againll  him,  laid,  “  You 
cannot  be  fnrprized  that  the  law 
has  thought  fit  to  punifh  fuch  a 
crime  vvith  death;  you  can  as  lit¬ 
tle  be  furprized  if  after  you  have 
been  convicled  upon  the  cle^rell 
evidence  of  this  oifence,  1  can  give 
you  no  hope  of  pardon  he  laid, 
I  da  ?iot  look  for  any^  viy  lord.  And 
when  in  concluiion,  his  lord- 
friip  added,  “  1  have  only  now 
to  pronounce  the  painful  fentence 
of  the  lawF’  the  prifoner  faid 
“  joyfidd^ 

He  was  carried  from  V/inchef- 
ter  gaol  on  the  loth  of  March,  to 
Portfmouth  dock-gate,  where,  be¬ 
fore  he  was  turned  off,  he  faid,  I 
acknowledge  the  juknefs  of  my 
fentence,  and  hope  for  forgive- 
nefs,  as  I  forgive  all  the  world  ;  I 
willi  fuccefs  to  his  majefly,  King 
George,  and  his  family,  and  all 
his  loyal  fubjedls ;  and  I  hope  for 
forgivenefs  for  all  the  tranfaclions 
I  have  been  guilty  of. 

He  recommended  llridt  vigilance 
St  the  dock-yards  of  Chatham, 
W/oolwich,  Deptford,  Portfmouth, 
and  Plymouth  ;  becaule,  he  laid, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  any  deter¬ 
mined  refolute  man  to  do  a  great 
deal  of  mifehief, 

After  hanging  the  ufual  time 
upon  a  gallows  6d  feet  high,  he 
vvas  cut  down,  and  immediately 
hung  in  chains, 

Before  he  w^as  taken  from  Win- 
Ghefter,  he  made  a  voluntary  con- 
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fellion,  by  which  it  appears,  that 
his  real  name  v/as  James  Aitken  ; 
that  he  was  born  at  Edinburgh, 
September  28,  1752  ;  that  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  blackfmith,  and  he  be¬ 
lieves  his  mother  is  now  livirig  ; 
that  he  ferved  an  apprenticefliip 
'  to  a  painter  ;  that  cunofity  led  him 
to  Virginia  at  the  age  of  21  ;  that 
he  left  America  in  March  1775  ; 
in  Odlober  he  inlilled  in  the  3  2d 
regiment  at  Gravefend,  under 
the  name  of  James  Bofwell,  but 
foon  deferte.d  ;  in  November  he 
inlilled  at  Chard,  in  Somerfetfiiire, 
in  the  13th  regiment,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  deferted.  He  never  was  in  the 
45th  regiment,  neither  did  he  go 
to  America  in  any  regiment,  as 
fworn  againft  him  by  Baldwin  ;  nor 
did  he  tell  any  one,  that  one 
Brooks,  a  prifoner  in  Newgate, 
would  be  hanged,  or  that  he  ever 
knew'  a  man  by  the  name  of  Brooks. 
That  he  never  faid  he  had  recom¬ 
mendations  to  any  merchant  in 
London,  or  that  he  burnt  bills  to 
the  amount  of  300I.  He  burnt  his 
indentures,  he  faid,  when  he  iiiled 
for  a  foldier,  to  conceal  his  r^al 
name. 

Ac  Birmingham  and  Warrington 
he  followed  the  trade  of  a  painter; 
as  he  did  likewife  at  Titchfield, 
in  Hants,  where  he  conceived  the 
firfl  idea  of  ferting  fire  to  the 
dock  yards.  That  he  went  to 
France,  and  applied  to  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  who  told  him,  when  the 
work  was  done,  he  fhould  be  re¬ 
warded.  That,  on  his  return  to 
Plngland,  and  after  fetting  fire  to 
the  rope-yard  at  Portfarouch,  he 
went  to  London,  and  waited  on 
Dr.  Bencraft,  to  wffom  he  had  a 
verbal  recommendation  from  Mr, 
Deane ;  but  that  the  dodlor  gave 
him  no  countenance.  That  he  af- 

terward? 
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terwards  wrote  to  him,  and  the 
day  following  met  him  at  the  Sa¬ 
lopian  corfee-houle,  and  told  him 
he  would  do  all  the  prejudice  he 
could  to  this  kingdom  ;  but  the 
dodor  not  approving  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  he  took  his  leave,  hoping 
that  the  doctor  would  not  iniorm 
againft  him,  to  which  the  dodor 
faid,  he  did  not  like  to  inform  again fl 
any  man. 

That  from  London  he  w'ent  to 
High  Wickham,  where  he  broke 
open  a  hoiife  :  from  thence  to 
Oxford  and  Abingdon,  at  which 
laft  place  he  attempted  to  break 
into  fome  filverfmiths  (hops,  but 
without  eflcd.  At  Fairford,  he 
broke  into  a  houfe,  and  took  a 
watch  and  foine  money.  At  Ply¬ 
mouth,  he  twice  attempted  to  let 
fire  to  the  dock-yard,  and  twice 
reached  the  top  of  the  wall  for  that 
purpofe  ;  but  the  wr.tchmen  being 
within  hearing,  he  defifled.  He 
then  went  to  Eiillol,  and  in  his 
way  attempted  to  break  into  a 
heufe  at  Taunton.  At  Briflol  he 
attempted  to  fet  fire  to  the  fh ip- 
ping  in  the  harbour,  and  after- 
W'ards  fet  fire  to  a  warehoufe  in 
Quay-lane.  He  then  left  th-e  town, 
and  broke  open  Mr.  Lowe’s  houfe 
at  Caine.  That  he  committed  or 
attempted  to  commit  feveral  other 
robberies ;  particularly  one  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  where  he  fiole  two  filver  ta- 
ble-fpoons  and  a  pair  of  filver 
buckles.  He  alfo  committed  a 
robbery  on  the  highway  between 
Portfmouth  an^  Pe-crsfieid.  By  all 
which  atrocious  villainies,  con¬ 
ceived  and  committed  without  any 
inftigator  or  accomplice,  other 
than  the  promife  from  Mr.  Deane, 
he  appears  to  have  been  a  moll: 
abandoned  mifcrcEnt,  capable  of 
the  moil  enormous  crimes,  and  of 


fuffering  without  remorfe  the  moft 
rigorous  puniihments. 


Summary  of  the  ne-iv  Atl  for  grant¬ 
ing  his  Majefy  a  Duty  upon  all 
Servants  retained  or  employed  in 
the  fer  eral  Capacities  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

FTER  a  fliort  preamble,  the 
^  \  llatute  enadls  :  That,  from 
and  after  the  fifth  day  of  July, 
1777,  there  lhall  be  railed  unto 
his  majefiy,  his  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  after  the  rate  of  twenty-one 
{hillings  per  annum  for  every  male 
fervant,  vAthin  tne  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  who  fliall  then  have 
been,  or  lhall  afterwards  be,  re¬ 
tained  or  cmDiOved  in  the  follow'- 
ing  capacities  ;  (that  is  to  fay)  of 
maitre  d’hotel,  Iv  ufe-fleward,  niaf- 
ter  of  the  horle,  groom  of  the 
chamber,  valet  de  chambre,  but¬ 
ler,  under- butler,  clerk  of  the  kit¬ 
chen,  confectioner,  cook,  houfe- 
porter,  footman',  running-footman, 
coachman,  groom,  poii'llion,  lia¬ 
ble- boy,  and  the  relpcdlive  help¬ 
ers  in  the  Itables  of  luch  coach¬ 
man,  groom,  or  polfillion,  or  in 
the  capacity  of  g'irdener  (not  be¬ 
ing  a  day-labourer)  park-keeper, 
game-keeper,  huntfman,  whipper- 
in,  whether  luch  male  fervants 
fhall  have  been,  or  lhall  be,  re¬ 
tained  in  one  cr  more  of  the  faid 
capac’  ties,  or  in  any  other  bufiiiefs 
jointly  with  one  or  more  of  the  faid 
capacities  of  a  fervant  ;  that  every 
fiich  malcer  or  millrcis  fit  all  be 
charged  fifteen  Ihiilings  for  every 
fuel!  fervant  lo  retained  or  em¬ 
ployed  wi'hiu  the  time  w-hich  fhall 
elapfe  heiw'e-'n  the  fifth  day  of 
July,  1777,  and  the  Z5th  of  March, 
177S  ;  and  every  fucli  mailer  or 
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miflrefs  fhall  be  charged  the  fam 
of  2 1  killings  for  every  fuch  fervant 
which  fhall  be  fo  retained  within 
every  fobfequent  year,  ending  on 
the  2!jth  day  of  March  ;  and  the 
feveral  fums  herein  before  mention¬ 
ed  ihall  be  paid  in  every  year, 
within  iix  months  fubfequent  to  the 
25th  day  of  March. 

Provided  alwavs.  That  this  adl 
fnall  not  extend  to  any  fervant  who 
fhall  be  employed,  bona  fide,  for 
the  purpofes  of  huibandry  or  ma- 
nufadures,  or  of  any  trade  or  call¬ 
ing  by  v/hich  the  mailer  or  miilrefs 
of  fuch  fervant  earn  a  livelihood 
or  profit. 

Provided  alfo.  That  the  duty 
hereby  granted  for  every  coach¬ 
man,  groom,  podinion,  or  helper, 
let  out  to  hire  by  way  of  jobb,  ihall 
be  paid  by  the  mailer  or  miilrefs 
for  v/hofe  ufe,  and  in  whofe  fer- 
vice,  fuch  coachman,  groom,  poilil- 
lion,  or  helper,  ihall  be  employ¬ 
ed  refpedively  ;  and  that  the  duty 
granted  for  every  gardener,  em¬ 
ployed  by  any  perfon  who  fhall 
con  trad  for  the  keeping  of  any 
garden  or  gardens,  ihall  be  paid 
by  the  perfon  for  whofe  ufe,  and 
in  whofe  garden,  fuch  gardener 
fhall  be  employed. 

Provided  alfo.  That  nothing  in 
this  ad  contained  iliali  extend  to 
exempt  any  perfon  from  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  duty  impofed  by  this 
ad,  in  refped  of  any  fervant  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  of  the  capacities 
aforefald,  on  account  that  fuch 
fervant  is  or  ihall  be  bound  as  an 
apprentice  to  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons ;  favc  and  except  fuch  appren¬ 
tices  as  are  or  ihall  be  impofed 
upon  any  mailer  or  miilrefs,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  given  to  ma- 
giilrates,  and  pariih-ofHcers,  by  any 
ad  of  parliament,  fo  as  the  number 


of  fuch  apprentices,  fo  impofed 
upon  any  mailer  or  miilrefs,  does 
not  exceed  two. 

Provided  alfo.  That  this  ad 
fhall  not  extend  to  charge  with  the 
duty  hereby  granted  the  butler  or 
butlers,  manciple,  cook  or  cooks, 
gardener  or  gardeners,  porter  or 
porters,  of  any  college  or  hall 
within  either  of  the  Univeriities  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  ;  or  the  Uni- 
verfities  of  Edinburgh,  Glafgow, 
Aberdeen,  or  St.  Andrew’s,  in 
Scotland  ;  or  of  the  feveral  colleges 
of  Wellminiler,  Eton,  or  Winchef- 
ter  ;  or  to  the  fervants  of  his  ma- 
jeily  or  any  of  the  royal  family  ;  or 
of  any  ambaifador  or  foreign  mi- 
niiler  reiiding  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enac¬ 
ted,  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  ihall  extend  to  charge  with 
the  duty  hereby  granted  any  of  the 
royal  hofpitals  of  Chriil,  St.  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  Bridew^eli,  Bethlehem, 
St.  Thomas  in  the  city  of  London 
and  borough  of  Southwark  ;  or 
Guy’s,  or  the  Foundling  hofpital. 
The  duties  to  be  colledled  by  fuch 
perfons,  and  paid  into  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  under  fuch  penalties,  &c.  as 
are  appointed  for  the  duties  on 
houfes  and  w'indows  by  two  adls  of 
20  Geo.  11. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  before- 
mentioned  afts  ihall  alfo  put  this 
adl  in  execution,  and  ihall  appoint 
aifeifors. 

AileiTors  to  give  notice  in  writ¬ 
ing  to  mailers,  &c.  to  produce  liils 
of  their  fervants  employed  within 
their  diilridls,  &c. 

The  commiffioners,  on  applica¬ 
tion,  to  grant  relief  to  perfons  who 
have  been  aifeiTed  in  different  places 
for  the  fame  firvants. 

The  mailers  to  be  doubly  rated 

for 
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for  thofe  fervants  they  omit  in  their 
lifts. 

One  half  of  which  farcharge  to 
be  allowed  the  afteftbr  or  furveyor 
making  the  fame. 

Surveyors  or  afteflbrs  not  to  en¬ 
ter  any  dwelling-houfe,  &c.  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  number  of  fervants. 

Perfons  over  rated  may  appeal 
to  the  commiftioners  for  redrefs ; 
and,  if  then  difiatisfied,  may  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  court  of  King’s-bench. 


AhJ}ra5i  of  the  xicl  of  the  laf  SeJJion 
of  Parliament,  for  refraining  the 
Negotiation  of  Bills  of  Exchange^ 
Promijfory  Notes ^  i5c. 

T  PIE  Aa  17  Geo.  in.  c.  30, 
recites,  that  by  an  adl  of 
the  15th  of  this  prefent  reign,  all 
negotiable  promiftbry  notes,  &c. 
ilTued  after  the  a^rth  of  June  1775, 
for  lefs  than  20s.  were  made  void; 
and  that  all  fuch  notes  iffued  be¬ 
fore  that  time,  were  then  made 
payable  on  demand.  It  adds, 
“  that  the  faid  adl  had  been  at¬ 
tended  with  very  falutary  efte£ls  ; 
and  fuppofes,  that  if  the  provifions 
therein  contained  were  extended  to 
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a  further  fum  (“  but  yet  without 
prejudice  to  the  convenience  arifing 
to  the  public  from  the  negotiation 
of  promiftbry  notes,  &c.  for  the 
remittance  of  money  in  difcharge 
ot  any  balance  of  account”)  the 
good  purpofe  of  the  faid  ad  would 
be  further  advanced.  The  legi- 
flature  therefore  have  continued  the 
prohibition  of  notes,  for  any 
Jefs  fum  than  20s.  and  enaded, 
that  from  and  after  the  24th  of 
June  1777,  till  the  ift  day  of 
January  1778,  all  notes  for  any  fum 
between  one  and  live  pounds,  fhall 
be  liable  to  payment  on  demand, 
whatever  be  the  conditions  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  faid  notes,  &c*  It  alfo 
enads,  that  from  and  after  the  firfl: 
day  of  January  1778,  all  negotia¬ 
ble  promiftbry  notes,  &c.  for  20s. 
and  lefs  than  five  pounds,  ftiall  be 
made  payable  at  2 1  days  after  date  ; 
and  each  indorfement  thereon  ftiall 
fpecify  the  name  and  place  of 
abode  of  the  perfon  to  whofe  order 
the  money  is  to  be  paid  ;  and  that 
the  ftgning  of  every  fuch  note,  &c. 
or  any  indorfement  on  it,  ftiall  be 
attefted  by  one  fubfcribing  witnefs 
at  the  leaft.” 


The  follo^x'ing  arc  the  Forms  of  Promijfory  Notes  and  Draughts,  and  of  the 
Indorfement s,  taken  from  the  Schedule,  annexed  to  the  Act, 

SCHEDULE,  N°.  L 

—  iPlace^  —  — —  — \_Month'\ —  — [Near]—^ 

yWenty-onc  liays  after  date,  I  promife  to  pay  to  A,  B,  of 
\^Placc] —  or  his  order,  the  fum  of  — [_Sum'\ —  for  value  receivt 
w  hy  c.  D.  • 

VVitnefi,  E.  F. 

tl)Z  JjlDOrfCinent,  toties  quotles. 

^[Day]~-  of  ^[Month]—  —[rear]-^  ' 
,  Pay  the  contents  to 

G.  H,  of  — \_Plaee'\ —  or  his  order. 

^^  itncfs,  y.  K. 


N'^.  IE 
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—  <:<?]—  — — '  — [2W]  — 

"^Wenty  one  days'  after  date,  pay  to  A.  B.  of  — \^Place\ —  or  his 
■  order,  the  lum  of  —'[Sum'] —  value  received,  as  advifed  by 

C,  D. 

ro  E.  F\  of  —[Place]  — 

V/itnefs,  G.  H.  ' 

£iJC  Jltuorfemcilt,  totles  quoties. 

—  [Day] —  — [Mofith] —  —[Tear]  — 

Pay  the  contents  to 

J.  K.  of  — [Place] —  or  his  order. 

Witnefs,  L.  M.  A.  B. 


Short  Account  of  the  Proceedings  at 
Madrals,  and  of  the  Controverjy 
refpeding  Tanjour. 

\T/HEN  the  MuiTelmen  had 
Wy  over-run  Hindoilan,  and 
had  eifablifiied  the  vafi:  emoire  of 

jL 

the  Mogul,  it  became  neceffary  for 
the  carrying  on  fo  extenhve  a  go¬ 
vernment,  to  fubdivide  it;  and 
large  diftrifts  and  provinces  were 
alloted  to  temporary  governors  ap¬ 
pointed  during  pleafure,  to  over¬ 
awe  the  natural  princes  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  collect  from  them  the  fti- 
pnlated  tribute  for  the  Mogul.  It 
often  happened,  that  thefe  tem¬ 
porary  governors  revolted,  and  ap- 
p-opriated  to  their  own  ufe  the  tri¬ 
butes  Vv'-hich  were  to  have  palled 
throno-h  their  hands.  In  vain  were 
Others  fcnt  to  relieve  them,  unlefs 
luch  perfons  were  rich  enough 
thenifelves  to  raife  armies,  or  were 
lupplicd  from  court  with  force  fuf- 
firient  to  difplace  their  predecef- 
fors.  Thus  it  was  that  Ancover 
de  Cawn  (father  to  the  prefent  Ma- 
hoDTiiTied  x411i  Cawn)  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Nabob  of  Arcot;  but  Chauda 
Sail  being  in  poffe.Tion,  and  fup- 
ported  by  M.  Dupleix,  Governor 


of  Pondicherry,  feveral  battles  were 
fought,  in  w’hich  Ancover  de  Cawn 
was  worded.  He  implored  the  aid 
of  the  then  Governor  of  Madrafs, 
and  received  fome  ineffeduai  af- 
lidance  ;  but  was  at  length  killed 
in  battle. 

Matters  were  in  this  date  when 
the  war  between  England  and 
France  broke  out;  the  P'rench 
were  triumphant  in  the  beginning, 
and  •  carried  every  thing  before 
them  :  they  took  Fort  St.  David’s, 
and  befieged  the  Englilh  in  their 
laft  hold,  Madrafs.  There  AIli 
Cawn,  who  then  claimed  the  Na- 
bobihip,  had  taken  Ihelter,  but, 
dreading  the  word,  had  fent  his 
wile  and  children  in  an  Englidi 
diip  to  the  Dutch  fettlement  of 
Negopatnam.  Lord  Pip-ot  pal- 
laatiy  defended  the  place,  and  raif- 
ed  the  dege.  This  revived  the 
Nabob’s  almod  extinguilhed  hopes. 
Reinforcements  were  fent  from 
England,  and  Gen.  Coote  took 
the  held,  joined  by  the  Nabob  with 
a  body  ol  Maratta  cavalry,  and 
another  from  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour. 
Lren.  Coote  was  every  where  visSlo- 
rious  ;  the  Nabob’s  intered  grew 
drong  m  the  country  ;  and,  by  an 

article 
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article  of.  the  treaty  of  Paris,  he 
was  confirmed  in  his  dominions. 
The  alliance  between  the  Englifh 
and  the  Nabob  was  equally  ufeful 
to  both  parties;  it  fecured  to  him 
his  dominions,  and  gave  to  them 
the  balance  of  power,  able  to  turn 
the  fvale  either  way :  they  were 
equally  refpefted  by  the  Gcntoos 
and  ’Moors.  To  this  happy  ftate 
Lord  Pigot,  by  his  wile,  manage¬ 
ment,  had  brought  the  company’s 
affair^. on  the  coalt,  Wjhen  here- 
turned  to  Europe,  where  he  was 
rew'arded  with  thofe  honours  he  fo 
jullly  merited.  'I'he  Nabob,  hav¬ 
ing  thus  overcome  his  difficulties, 
and  feeling  himfelf  firmly  edablilh- 
ed  in  his  dominions,  began  to 
change  his  iHle  ;  and,  having  form¬ 
ed  a  large  well-regulated  army, 
and  train  of  artillery,  under  the 
direction  of  European  officers,  raif- 
ed  an  alarm  in  England,  efpeciaily 
as  he  began  to  manifeft  the  defign 
of  fetting  afide  his  eldeil:  fon,  who 
is  particularly  attached  to  the  En¬ 
glifh,  appointing  his  fecond  fon 
captain-general  and  paymafter  of 
all  his  forces,  and  allotting  him 
the  government  of  Tanjour  ;  a  fi- 
tuation  of  the  utmoit  importance 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  France,  or  any 
divifion  of  intereit  in  the  Carna¬ 
tic. 

To  prevent  the  confequence  of 
thefe  proceedings.  Lord  Pigot,  as 
having  raifed  the  Nabob  to  what 
he  is,  was  fent  out  to  check  his 
views,  and  lefiorc  the  Rajah  of 
Tanjour. 

His  lordlhip’s  orders  were  ru¬ 
moured  in  India  hmg  before  his 
arrival  ;  and  the  Nabob  publicly 
declared,  that  what  he  paid  for 
could  not  with  any  juflice  be  taken 
from  him.  But,  to  ward  againfl 
the  vvorfl,  he  fer.t  over  agents  and 
money,  to  purchafe  a  revocation 
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of  fuch  orders,  if  any  fuch  were 
fent.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  London 
papers  have  been  filled  with  com¬ 
plaints  againfl  Lord  Pigot,  and 
the  company’s  fervants.  We  are 
told,  that  the  Nabob  has  always 
been  our  ally,  firm  in  cur  caufe, 
and  that  we  have  extorted  vafl  fums 
of  money  from  him.  The  fadl  is, 
that  we  have  'proved  a  con  flan  t 
fupport  to  him,  and  have,  .through 
his  'artifices  and  bribes,  given  fo 
entirely  imto  his  meafures,  that  we 
have  provoked  the  Gentoos,  lefTen- 
ed  our  own  confequerree,  and  almofl 
rendered  him  independent.  He 
has  tempted  the  company’s  fervants 
beyond  a  poffibility  of  withlland- 
ing,  in  order  to  ex'tend  his  do¬ 
minion  over  the  natural  princes  of 
the  country  ;  but  he  has  fo  artfully 
arnd  frugally  beftowed  his  gifts, 
that  he  has  acquired  a  princely 
and  encreafing  revenue,  exclufive 
of  the  fovereignty  of  the  country, 
at  lefs  than  two  years  purchafe. 
Thele  notorious  attempts  upon  the 
integrity  of  its  fervants,  the  fla¬ 
grant  injuflilce  done  to  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Tanjour,  the  artful  and 
ambitious  fpirit  of  the  Nabob, 
called  upon  the  company  at  home 
to  oppofe  to  it  feme  fpeedy  and 
efiebtual  reflraints.  'I'hey  favv  the 
policy  as  well  as  juflice  of  fupport- 
ing  the  Rajah  of  Tanjour,  and  of 
taking  feme  pains  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  Gcntoos,  at  the  head 
of  whom  are  the  Marattas,  a  pow¬ 
erful  and  warlike  people.  Should 
a  French  war  take  place,  it  was  not 
thought  improbable  but  that  the 
enemy  might  addrefs  themfelves  to 
them,  and  take  up  the  caufe  of  the 
Gentoos  in  general. 

Therefore,  it  Teems  clear,  that 
upon  this  view  of  the  cafe,  the  orders 
given  to  Lord  Pigot  were  juft  and 
wife, 
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Some  weeks  after  his  lordfhip’s 
arrival  at  Madrafs,  he  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Nabob  the  orders  of 
the  company  for  the  relioration  of 
Tanjour,  which  he  had  taken  fome 
time  before  with  the  affillance  of 
the  company’s  forces,  having  de- 
pofed  the  old  Rajah.  The  Nabob 
infilled  upon  what  he  called  his 
right  to  Tanjour,  by  the  laws  of 
India,  and  by  treaties  with  the 
company.  His  reprefen tations  had 
no  effeft.  His  lordlhip  confidered 
himfelf  as  commiffioned  to  reftore 
the  Rajah,  and  accordingly  he 
went  to  Tanjour  the  beginning  of 
April,  1776. 

Upon  his  return  to  Fort  St. 
George,  the  majority  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  difapproved  of  his  proceedings 
at  Tanjour.  They  reprefented  to 
his  iordhiipj  that  fuch  a  meafure 
would  be  entirely  repugnant,  to  the 
interek  of  the  company  ;  that  the 
diredlors,  being  at  a  great  dillancc, 
could  not  be  fo  able  to  judge  as  the 
council  who  were  on  the  fpot ; 
that,  knee  the  lall  difpatches  to 
England,  there  had  been  many  re¬ 
volutions ;  and,  from  the  then  ap¬ 
pearance  of  things;  they  did  not 
ifuppofe  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  company  to  rellore  the  King 
of  Tanjour  to  the  throne  ;  but  the 
plain  truth  was,  feven  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  had  lent  large  fums  of  money 
on  their  own  account,  for  which, 
it  is  faid,  Tanjour  was  pledged  to 
them  as  a  fecurity ;  they  knew, 
therefore,  that,  if  Tanjour  was 
reftored  to  its  former  king,  they 
Ihould  lofe  that  fecurity  ;  and  they 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the 
known  cunning  of  the  Nabob,  that 
the  money  borrowed  would  be  in 
the  fame  predicament. 

Lord  Pigot,  finding  how  mat¬ 
ters  Hood,  and  that  kven  to  four 


ot  the  members  of  the  council 
were  againft  him,  had  recourfe  to 
llratagem  to  obtain  a  majority. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  council  in  the 
abfence  of  Sir  R.  Fletcher,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  company’s 
forces,  his  lordlhip  told  MefTrs. 
Stratton  and  Brooke,  two  of  his 
moll  violent  opponents,  that,  hav¬ 
ing  fomething  to  propofe  with  re- 
fpedl  to  them,  he  thought  that  in 
decency  they  Ihcald  withdraw. 
Upon  quitting  the  council-cham¬ 
ber,  he  moved  for  fufpending  them^ 
and  carried  the  motion  by  his  onjjtt 
calling  vote  :  at  the  fame  time  or¬ 
ders  were  ilTued  for  putting  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Fletcher  under  arrell.  But 
the  members  in  oppofitlon  having 
afterwards  met  the  members  under 
fufpenfion,  they  privately  com¬ 
bined  together,  and,  with  the  af- 
fillance  of  the  military,  determin¬ 
ed  to  remove  his  lordlhip  from  the 
government. 

Lord  Pigot,  apprehenfive  of  2 
mutiny,  fiept  in  the  fort  that  night; 
Col.  Steuart  invited  himfelf  to 
breakfall  with  his  lordlliip  the  next 
morning,  then  to  dinner,  and  to 
fup  with  him  at  his  country  houfe 
in  the  evening,  which  his  lordfhip 
agreed  to  ;  this  was  the  point  Col. 
Steuart  wanted  to  gain,  as  he  could 
not,  without  being  liable  to  be 
tried  for  mutiny,  arreft  him  in  the 
garrifon,  for  which  purpofe  he  had 
an  order  ail  that  day  in  his  pocket* 
Col.  Steuart  went  with  his  lordfhip 
in  his  carriage,  which  had  fcarcely 
proceeded  Haifa  mile  from  Madras, 
before  Col.  Edingion  rode  up  and 
waved  his  drawn  fword  over  the 
horfes  heads,  calling  out,  Sepoys  \ 

• — When  Capt.  Lyfaught,  with  a 
party,  advanced  to  the  door  of  the 
chaife  with  a  pillol  in  his  hand, 
and  told  Lord  Pigot  he  was  his  pri^ 

foner  r 
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fener  ;  upon  this.  Col.  Steuart 
opened  the  door,  took  his  lord- 
thip  by  the  arm,  and  bid  him  *  get 
out.  He  was  then  conveyed  to  a 
carriage,  which  Hood  by  the  road 
Jide,  in  which  he  was  carried  to 
the  mount,  and  delivered  into  the 
cuHody  of  Major  Horne,  the  com¬ 
manding  ojfHcer  on  duty  there,  with 
a  declaration,  that  if  a  refcue  was 
attempted  his  lordlhip^s  life  Ihould 
anfvver  it.  Col.  Steuart  rode  back 
to  the  fort  that  evening,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  Mr.  Stratton,  governor. 
The  next  day  the  new  government 
lent  to  MelTrs.  Ruffell,  Dalrymple, 
and  Scone,  declaring,  that  as  they 
were  too  much  attached  to  Lord 
Pigot  to  be  trufted,  they  were  fuf- 
pended,  and  a  few  days  after,  they 
Itint  a  fimilar  mefiage  to  Mr. 
Latham,  who  had  only  been  pre- 
ient  at  one  council.  Col.  Eding- 
ton  was  Ihortly  after  fent,  at  mid- 
J^ight,  to  remove  Lord  Pigot  fur¬ 
ther  up  the  country,  but  whither, 
it  was  kept  a  profound  fecret ;  on 
his  being  introduced,  his  lordlhip 
declared  he  would  not  be  removed 
alive,  except  to  his  fort,  or  on 
board  one  of  his  majefly’s  Ihips. 
— A  report  was  circulated,  and  fup- 
ported  by  affidavit,  of  an  attempt 
of  the  Nabob’s  fecond  fon  to  pro¬ 
cure  Lord  Pigot’s  aflaffination  ;  and 
from  the  charadler  of  the  Nabob’s 
fon,  and  the  declaration  made  at 
the  time  of  his  lordlhip’s  com¬ 
mitment,  this  report  gains  univerfal 
credit. 

Jt  appears,  however,  upon  the 
whole,  that  his  lordlhip’s  condudl 
has  wot  been  altogether  unexcep¬ 
tionable.  In  a  letter  from  Gen, 
Clavering,  at  Calcutta,  to  Col. 
Stuart,  at  Madrafs,  the  general  ex- 
prelTes  his  joy  at  the  colonel’s  fuc- 
cefs  in  placing  the  majority  of  the 


council  in  the  government;  conli- 
ders  the  confequences  of  Lord 
Pigot’s  ujurpation  of  the  government y 
as  leading  inevitably  to  a  war  in 
the  Carnatic  ;  and  aferibes  the  ad¬ 
vantages  ariling  to  the  company 
from  the  prefervation  of  fo  faith¬ 
ful  an  ally  as  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
chiefly  to  the  colonel’s  fpirit  and 
magnanimity.  The  general  at  the 
fame  time  afTures  the  council  of 
Madrafs  of  the  firm  fupport  of  the 
board  at  Bengal. 

To  the  fame  efFefl,  likewife, 
Mr.  Haflings  writes  td  Mr.  Strat¬ 
ton,  from  Fort  St.  George.  He 
approves  and  applauds  the  meafure 
of  wreHing  from  the  hands  of 
Lord  Pigot  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment ;  allures  him,  that  the  reco¬ 
very  of  the  conliitution  from  an 
ufurpation  fo  confirmed,  and  from 
a  fpirit  fo  determined  as  his  lord- 
ftip’s,  muft  be  ratified  at  home; 
and  profelles,  that  his  opinion  is 
formed  upon  the  moll  folid  and 
impartial  grounds :  he  likewife,  in 
the  warmeft  manner,  exprelTes  his 
feelings  on  the  determination  of  a 
contell  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  fo 
much  to  the  credit  and  advantage 
of  his  friends,  without  bloodihed  ; 
and  concludes  with  owning  that 
he  ffiall  be  eafier  in  his  miind  when 
he  hears  that  their  late  prefident  is 
returned  to  England,  as  his  pre¬ 
fence  muH  be  productive  of  fome 
diflrefs,  and  check  the  operations 
of  government. 


Mr*  Blair’s  Letter,  relating  to  the 
Capture  of  the  Morning  Star* 

TFIE  capture  of  the  Morning 
Star,  belonging  to  Dr.  Ir¬ 
ving  and  myfelf,  and  my  applica¬ 
tion  for  redrefs  having  been  great- 
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3y  mifreprefented,  both  in  and  out 
of  parliament,  I  lubniit  the  follow¬ 
ing  ftate  of  fafls  to  the  public, 
■who  may  then  judge  for  themfelves, 
liovv  far  any  of  their  fervants  have 
been  culpable;  and  whether,  in 
my  appeal  to  parliament,  1  have 
been  guilty  of  that  indecent  hurry 
of  which  X  am  accufed. 

Lord'Halifax,  when  fecretary  of 
Hate,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  dated  Decemb.  9,  1763, 
fays,  “  The  Mufquito  Shore  is  a 
Britifh  fettlement,  and  as  fuch  is 
to  be  maintained  and  encourag* 
ed.’’ 

Lord  Dartmouth  fent  inllruc- 
tions  to  the  Governor  of  Jamaica, 
in  Auguft  1775,  for  eltabijiliing  a 
legi dative  council  on  the  Muf¬ 
quito  Shore,  to  be  chofen  by  the 
inhabitants. 

Dr.  Irving  and  myfelf,  induced 
by  the  above  arrangement,  failed 
from  Gravefend  on  the  13th  of 
Nov.  1775,  with  a  defgn  of  fet¬ 
tling  on  the  Mufquito  Shore,  not 
entertaining  the  moll  dillanc  fufpi- 
cion,  that  our  property  would  not 
be  equally  protecleJ  there  as  in 
any  other  ,parc  of  the  Bricidi  domi¬ 
nions. 

On  the  3pth  of  April  lall,  the 
Morning  Star  was  lying  at  anchor, 
under  Britifh  colours,  in  the  road 
of  Black-river,  the  principal  fet- 
tlement  on  the  Mufquito  Shore, 
and  in  light  of  the  king’s  houfe, 
and  was  tliere  forcibly  feized  by 
two  armed  Hoops  under  Dutch  co¬ 
lours  ;  at  the  fame  time  one  of  their 
boats  chafed,  the  Nancy,  a  fmall 
Hoop  belonging  to  Black-river : 
John  CoiEI,  mafter  of  the  Nancy, 
and  Richard  Barrel,  who  was  a 
paffenger  in  her,  both  depofed, 
that  the  boat  was  at  one  time  fo 


near  as  to  hook  the  Nancy’s  quaf-s 
ter- rail,  and  that  the  crew  were 
Spaniards  ;  every  man  who  has 
ever  feen  a  Spaniard,  mull  know 
that  they  could  not  be  mifcaken. 

The  inhabitants  of  Black-river, 
confcious  that  the  Morning  Star 
had  never  been  employed  in  any 
illicit  trade,  were  greatly  alarmed  ; 
they  confidered  the  capture  as  a 
diredl  attack  on  the  colony,  and 
applied  to  the  Superlntendant  to 
alfemble  the  legiflative  council  ; 
that  council  which  (I  am  told) 

Lord - aifured  the  Houfe  of 

Commons  never  exiiled,  met,  ad-^ 
vifed  the  fuperintendant  to  fend 
an  exprefs  to  Jamaica,  with  an 
account  of  this-  daring  and  unpre¬ 
cedented  outrage,  and  laid  a  tax 
on  the  colony  foi  defraying  the  ex¬ 
pence. 

The  depolitions  of  John  Coffil, 
Rich.  Barrel,  and  forne  other  per- 
fonS',  w'ho  faw  the  tranfadlion, 
were  fent  to  the  Governor  of  Ja¬ 
maica  (the  colony  being  at  pre- 
fent  an  appendage  to  that  govern¬ 
ment)  ;  but  both  the  governor  and 
admiral,  for  reafons  bell  known  to 
themfelves,  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  Morning  Star  was  taken  by 
North- American  privateers  ;  and 
no  ftep  was  taken  to  reclaim  the 
veiTel  and  feamen,  until  Dr.  Irving 
arrived  in  Jamaica  on  the  19th  of 
September,  and  fortunately  inet 
with  Frederic  Sund,  one  oi  the 
feamen.  taken  in  the  Morning  Star, 
and  who  had  efcaped  from  Cartha- 
gena.-  This  man  made  oath  to  all 
the  particulars  of  the  capture  be¬ 
fore  Thomas  Fench,  cullos  and 
chief  judge  of  the  court  of  com¬ 
mon-pleas  of  Kingllon  in  Ja¬ 
maica. 

The  governor,  unable  to  reiiH 

,  fuch 
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ftich  pofitive  proof,  applied  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Gayton,  who,  after  a  delay 
of  another  month,  fent  a  frigate  to 
Carthagena,  but  pofitively  refufed 
to  permit  Dr.  Irving  to  go  in  the 
frigate  to  affift  the  Captain  in  his 
application  for  red  refs. 

The  Spanilh  governor,  contrary, 
in  all  probability,  to  the  wifhes  of 
Sir  Bafil  Keith  and  Admiral  Gay- 
ton,  acknowledged  the  capture,  but 
faid  he  had  no  power  or  authority 
to  order  reditution. 

Having  taken  the  earlieft  op¬ 
portunity  of  returning  to  England, 
I  got  to  London  September  24,  and 
next  day  prefented  a  memorial  to 
Lord  George  Germaine,  with  an 
atteded  edimate  of  the  a6lual  lofs 
immediately  fullained,  amounting 
to  I2S.  lod.  derl.  belides 

the  total  ruin  of  our  projedl  ;  his 
lordfhip  acquainted  me  with  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Bafil  Keith,  that 
the  Morning  Star  was  taken  bv 
North  American  privateers.  I 
Ihewed  him  the  affidavits  of  John 
Coffil,  and  Richard  Burrel ;  but 
his  lordffiip  chofe  to  give  more  cre¬ 
dit  to  the  vague  fidpicion  of  the 
Governor  of  Jamaica,  than  to  my 
pofitive  affurances,  as  a  fpedator  of 
the  tranfadlion,  fupported  by  the 
cleared  evidence  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  would  admit,  or  which  there 
was  at  that  time  any  probability 
of  ever  obtaining.  His  lordlhip 
feemed  extremely  defirous  of  not 
making  any  immediate  application 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  in  de¬ 
ference  to  the  critical  fituation  of 
this  country  at  that  time  (for  the 
accounts  of  our  fucceffies  in  Ame- 
iica  were  not  then  arrived)  I  did 
not  then  prefs  the  matter  far¬ 
ther. 

I  received  Frederick  Sund’s  affi- 
VoL<  XX.  1777^ 


davit  on  the  17th  of  Dec.  and  wrote 
immediately  to  Lord  George  Ger¬ 
maine,  incloling  a  copy  of  it.  I 
faw  his  lordffiip  on  the  19th,  when 
he  feemed  Hill  defirous  of  making 
further  delays  ;  but  being  prefl'ed 
by  me  for  redrefs,  referred  me  to 
Lord  Weymouth,  to  whofe  depart¬ 
ment  he  told  me  it  belonged  to 
make  application  to  the  court  of 
Spain. 

I  faw  Lord  W^ey mouth  by  ap¬ 
pointment  foon  after,  who  told  me 
that  the  firH  knowledge  he  had  of 
the  affair  was  by  a  copy  of  Dr. 
Irving’s  petition  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Jamaica,  and  of  Frederick 
Sund’s  affidavit,  tranfmitted  tc) 
him  from  the  admiralty;  that  he 
had  immediately  fent  them  to  Lord 
Gran.tham  ;  that  the  papers  which 
I  had  put  into  his  hands  ffiould  be 
fent  that  evening  ;  and  that  as  foon 
as  any  anfwer  arrived  from  the 
court  of  Spain,  it  ffiould  be  com¬ 
municated  to  me  :  ihis  lall;  oart  of 
his  lordffiip’s  promife  has  never 
been  performed  ;  but  I  willingly 
impute  the  negle^l  to  hurry  of  ba- 
finefs. 

The  propriety  of  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth’s  conduct  in  the  affair  of 
Falkland’s-iHand  makes  it  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  if  the  repre- 
fentations  to  the  court  of  Spain,  on 
the  prel'ent  occafion,  have  not  been 
made  with  becoming  fpirit,  it  is 
not  his  lordffiip’s  fault. 

I  am  affured  that  Lord  — —  told 
the  Floufe  of  Commons,  that  the 
Spaniffi  miniller  denied  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  affair  in  the  month  of 
January.  The  Morning  Star  was 
taken  on  the  30th  of  April,  and 
carried  dire<5tly  to  Pcrto-Bello  and 
Carthagena.  Can  any  man  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  Spaniffi  governor  da- 
[JR]  .  xed- 
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red  fo  long  negleift  informing  his 
court  of  the  capture  of  a  Britilh 
veffel  in  fo  unprecedented  a  man¬ 
ner  ? 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
reprefent  the  whole  affair  as, a  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  private  injury,  in  order 
that  adminidration  might  Ihelter 
themfelves  under  the  iliallow  pre¬ 
tence,  that  I  did  not  continue  to 
harrafs  them,  with  daily  applica¬ 
tions  for  redrefs,  from  the  25th  of 
Sept,  to  the  17th  of  Dec.  but  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  the  Bri- 
tifh  dag  has  been  infulted  ;  Britifh 
feamen  have  been  made  captives 
in  the  moll  barbarous  anddifgrace- 
ful  manner  ;  and  the  very  exigence 
of  a  colony,  capable  of  being  made 
equal  to  any  in  the  Weil:  Indies,  is 
at  fcake. 

1  conceive  that  I  have  difeharged 
my  duty  to  the  public,  by  com¬ 
municating  to  his  rnajefty’s  mini- 
Bers,  as  early  as  pofhble,  all  I 
knew  of  the  matter  ;  if  the  nego- 
ciation  has  languifhed  in  ‘  their 
hands,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  day 
will  arrive,  v./hen  they  Ikali  be 
made  anfwerable  for  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  meft  obedient  fervant, 

Alex.  Blair, 
Qxendon-Jlreet^  March 

THE  petition  which  was  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
which  is  alluded  to  in  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  Bated,  “  That  the  petitioners, 
Capt.  Blair,  and  Dr.  Irving,  an  emi¬ 
nent  man  in  his  profefiion,  and  a 
celebrated  chymiB,  had,  by  an  en- 
couragement  from  government, 
^Bablifhed  a  manufadlory  for  ex- 
preffing  oil  out  of  vegetable  fub- 
Bances,  with  which  the  Mufquito 
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country  was  known  to  abound 
that  the  undertaking  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  great  fuccefs  ;  that  the 
purpofes  to  which  the  oil,  thus  ex- 
preffed.  was  ufed  in  this  country, 
was  chiefly  for  oiling  wool  for  the 
wool-combers.  That  the  petition¬ 
ers  had  incurred  a  very  great  ex¬ 
pence  in  eBablifhing  this  manu- 
fadure ;  that  fome  time  in  the 
month  of  April  laB,  two  Spanifh 
Guarda  CoBas  entered  the  har¬ 
bour,  or  road,  oppofite  the  oil 
works,  one  of  14.  guns,  command¬ 
ed  by  Don  Juan  CaBello,  and  the 
other  of  eight  guns,  corrtmanded 
by  Don  Antonio  Euppi,  under 
Dutch  colours  ;  that  they  bore 
down  on  the  Morning  Star,  a  vef¬ 
fel  belonging  to  the  faid  partner- 
Ihip,  and  having  approached  very 
near,  hoiBed  Spanifh  colours,  and 
fent  feveral  armed  men  on  board, 
making  prize  of  the  Morning  Star, 
taking  the  Britifh  faiiors  prifoners 
on  board  their  own  Blips,  where 
they  ironed  them,  and  carried  them 
into  Porto-Bello,  and  at  length 
removed  them  to  Carthagena, 
whence  this  informant  made  his 
efcape  to  Jamaica,  where,  before 
the  chief  juBice  of  the  common 
pleas  for  faid  ifland,  he  fwore  to 
the  fafls  therein  fet  forth.”- — * 
The  petition  then  Bated  the  dif¬ 
ferent  applications  which  had  been 
made,  as  recited  in  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  and  Anally  prayed,  “  that  the 
Houfe  would  be  pleafed  to  take 
the  premifes  into  conBderation, 
and  do  therein  as  they  fhall  think 
At.  'I’he  motion  for  bringing  up 
the  above  petition  produced  a  moll 
important  and  animated  debate; 
but  the  queftion  being  put,  it 
was  reje6ted  without  a  divi  - 
Bon,” 
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l^vturns  viade  from  the  Poor  Rates  to  Parliament^  fated  to  be  from  Eafer^ 

1775,  to  Eaferf  i'jy6. 


Money  raifed. 

1.  s.  d. 

England  —  1679585  o  o 

Wales  —  4®73‘  H  7 


1720316  14  7 


Expended  on  Poor. 

1.  s.  d. 

England  —  1523163  12  7 


Wales 


33640  13  8 


1556804  6  3 


County  Rates* 

1. 


s;  d. 
131387  18  n 
6268  II  9 


137656  10  8 


Rents,  Sec. 

1.  s.  d. 
78176  40 
2120  10  7 

80296  14  7 


Litigation. 

1.  s.  d. 
33935  18  o 
1 136  28 

35072  o  8 


Ah  fir  ail  of  an  AB  for  regifering  the 
Grants  of  Life  Annuities  ;  and  for 
the  better  ProteBign  of  lnfa7its 
againf  fuch  Grants. 

After  reciting  in  the  pre¬ 
amble,  that  the  pernicious 
praftice  of  raifing  money  by  the 
fale  of  life  annuities,  hath  of  late 
years  greatly  increafed,  and  is 
much  promoted  by  the  fecrefy  with 
which  fuch  tranfadlions  are  con¬ 
duced  ;  it  is  enaCed  that  a  me¬ 
morial  of  all  deeds,  bonds.  Sic.  for 
granting  life  annuities,  lhall,  with¬ 
in  twenty  days  of  the  execution 
thereof,  be  enrolled  in  the  court 
of  chancery  ;  which  fhall  contain 
the  date,  names  of  the  parties, 
witnefTes,  Sic.  and  lhall  fet  forth 
the  annual  fum  or  fums  to  be  paid, 
and  the  name  of  the  perfon  or  per- 
fons  for  whofe  life  or  lives  the 
annuity  is  granted,  and  the  confi- 
deration  or  conliderations  of  grant¬ 
ing  the  fame  ;  otherwife  every  fuch 
deed,  bond.  Sic.  lhall  be  void. 


It  further  enaCs,  that  before 
judgment  lhall  be  entered  of  re¬ 
cord  upon  any  warrant  of  attorney 
for  recovering  any  annuity  alrea¬ 
dy  granted,  and  before  execution 
lhall  be  fued  out,  &c.  on  any 
judgment  already  entered.  Sic.  a 
memorial  lhall  be  enrolled  as  afore- 
faid  ;  otherwife  all  the  proceedings 
in  the  aCions  to  be  void. 

It  alfo  enaCs,  that  all  future 
deeds  for  granting  of  annuities, 
lhall  contain  the  confideration, 
and  the  names  of  the  parties,  in 
words  at  length.  And  that  if  any 
part  of  the  conlideration  lliall  be 
returned  ;  or,  in  cafe  the  conli¬ 
deration,  or  any  part  of  it,  is 
paid  in  notes,  if  any  of  the  notes 
lhall  not  be  paid  when  due,  or 
lhall  be  cancelled  or  dellroyed  with¬ 
out  being  firll  paid  ;  or  if  the  con- 
fideration,  or  any  part  of  it,  is 
paid  in  goods  ;  or  if  any  part  of 
the  confideration  is  retained  on 
pretence  of  anfwering  the  future 
payments  of  the  annuity,  or  any 


*  In  moll  of  the  Northern  counties,  thefe  rates  are  raifed  feparately,  and 
therefore  are  not  included  in  ihefs  returns. 

[i^J  z  Other 
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Other  pretence;  the  court  may 
order  the  deed  to  be  cancelled,  and 
the  judgement,  if  any  has  been 
entered,  to  be  vacated. 

The  bill  next  contains  direftions 
relating  to  the  inroilment  of  me¬ 
morials,  and  the  clerks  fees. 

It  then  enadls,  that  all  contra6ls 
for  the  purchafe  of  annuities  with 
any  perfon  under  twenty-one  years 
qf  age,  lhall  be  void  ;  and  that 
any  perfon  who  fhall  procure  or  fo- 
licit  any  minor  to  grant  an  an¬ 
nuity,  or  to  make  oath,  or  give 
his  or  her  word  of  honour  or  fo- 
lemn  promife,  that  he  or  Ihe  will 


not  plead  infancy,  or  make  any 
other  defence  againfl  the  demand 
of  any  fuch  annuity,  lhall  be 
puniflied  by  fine  or  imprifon- 
ment,  &c.  . 

It  alfo  enafts,  that  folicitors, 
feriveners,  brokers,  &c.  who  fhall 
take  more  than  los.  per  lool. 
for  procuring  money  for  annuities, 
fhall  be  punifhed  by  fine  and  im- 
prifoned;  and  that  the  perfon  or 
perfons  who  fhall  have  paid  or 
given  any  fum  or  Aims  of  money, 
gratuity  or  reward,  fhall  be  deem¬ 
ed  a  competent  witnefs  or  witnef- 
fes  to  prove  the  fame. 


% 

D>".  PriceV  Account  of  the  Progrefs  of  the  National  Debt,  from  1739 

^to  1775. 

Principal.  Interefl-. 

I  ■£=' 

46,382,650: 1,903,061 
78,166,906  2,765,608 
3i^784>256 
3,089,641 


MOUNT  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of  the  na- 

_ tionai  debt  before  the  M'ar  which  began  in  1740 

Amount  in  1749  ^Aimediately  after  the  war 
Increafed  by  the  war  -  -  -  - 

Diminilhed  by  the  peace  fronx  1748  to  1755 
Amount  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  war  -  75,077,264 

Amount  at  the  end  of  the  w'ar  in  1763 
Increafed  by  the  laft  war  _  _  -  71,505,580 

Diminilhed  by  the  peace,  in  12  years,  from  1763  to  1775  10,639,793 

Amount  at  Midfummer,  1775  “  "  i35>943>o5i 


861,747 
111,590 
2,654,018 


146,582,844  4,840,822 
2,186,803 
400,000 
4,440,821 


fhe  follo^joing  are  gi~aen  as  Eflimates  of  the  Royal  Income  and  Expenditure^ 

INCOME. 

£■ 

C^IVILLift  -  -  800,000 

ji  Revenue  of  Hanover,  when  the  eftablifhment,  &c.  is  paid, 
brings  in  clear,  at  leaf!  -  -  -  100,000 

Ireland  -  -  -  -  90,000 

Wales  -  -  -  -  10,000 

Lancafler  -  -  -  -  20,000 

Cornwall,  after  paying  the  Lord  W arden^s  Court,  produces  at  leafl:  70,000 

r«  St./-.  •  .  ^  5^0,000 

*  12,000 

•  -  150,000 


Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  Well  Indies 
Coal  pits  at  Louifburgh 
Interefl  of  debts  due  to  the  late  king 


1,302,000 


Expbndi- 
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Expenditure,  January  6 ^  ^77^>  January  1777* 

.  -  -  50, coo 


THE  (^een  ,  - 

Duke  of  Glouceffer  -  - 

Duke  of  Cumberland  -  -  - 

Priritefs  Amelia  -  -  -  - 

The  icrvants  of  the  late  King,  Prlncefs  of  Wales,  Queen  of 
Denmark,  &c.  -  -  -  _ 

Cofferer  of  the  houfhold  -  -  - 

Tre:.Tarer  of  the  chamber  _  _  » 

Great  wardrobe  -  -  -  - 

Mafter  of  the  robes  > 

Mailer  of  the  horfe  -  - 

Pa  ym alter  of  the  works  -  -  - 

P'oreign  minifters  - 

Great  officers,  judges  fees,  falaries,  Sec, 

Peniions  and  annuities  .  - 

JRoyal  bounties  ... 

Gentlemen  penfioners  -  -  - 

Prefen ts  to  foreign  miniflers 

Secret  fervice  -  -  .  . 

His  wajeRy’s  privy  purfe  -  ^  . 

Goldfmith  -  .  -  >  ^ 

Law  charges  -  -  .  * 


1 2,000 
1 2,000 
1 2,000 

8,000 

109.600 
6o,2Q0 
36,400 

8,800 

26,000 

76.500 

98.600 
1 30,000 
127,000 

1 1 .500 
6,000 
3,000 

86,000 

48,000 

2,500 

60,000 


984,100 


Genuine  Correfpondence  hetnjueen  Lord  Howe  and  Dr,  Franklin. 


AS  the  fubjedl  of  the  following 
authentic  letters  ^  the  time 
when  they  were  written,  and  the 
rank  and  reputation  of  the  writers, 
render  them  of  much  importance 
to  the  public,  we  cannot  doubt 
of  their  being  acceptable  to  the 
generality  of  our  readers. 

JunezOf  1776. 

“  I  cannot,  my  worthy  friend, 
permit  the  letters  and  parcels 
which  I  have  fent  you,  in  the  hate 
I  received  them,  to  be  landed, 
without  adding  a  word  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  the  injurious  extremities 
in  which  our  unhappy  difputes 
have  engaged  us. 


You  will  learn  the  nature  of 
my  miffion  from  the  official  dif- 
patches  which  I  have  recommend¬ 
ed  to  be  forwarded  by  the  fame 
conveyance.  Retaining  all  the 
earneftnefs  I  ever  expreffed,  to  fee 
our  differences  accommodated,  I 
fhali  conceive,  if  1  meet  with  the 
difpofition  in  the  colonies  which 
I  was  once  taught  to  expedl,  the 
moft  flattering  hopes  of  proving 
ferviceable,  in  the  objedls  of  the 
king’s  paternal  folicitude,  by  pro¬ 
moting  the  eftabliffiment  of  jailing 
peace  and  union  with  the  colonies. 
But  if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  America,  and  the  neceffity  of 
preventing  her  trade  from  palling 
3  inig 
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into  foreign  channels,  muft  keep 
us  flill  a  divided  people,  I  lhal], 
from  every  private^  as  well  as  pub¬ 
lic  motive,  moft  heartily  lament 
that  it  is  not  the  moment  wherein 
thofe  great  objefts  of  my  ambition 
are  to  be  attained  ;  and  that  I  am 
to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  aflure  you  perfonally  of 
the  regard  with  which  I  am, 

“  Your  fincere  and  faithful 

Humble  fervant, 

Howe. 

P.  S.  I  was  difappointed  of 
the  opportunity  I  expefted  for  fend¬ 
ing  this  letter  at  the  time  it  was 
dated,  and  have  been  ever  fince 
prevented  by  calms  and  contrary 
winds,  from  getting  here  to  in¬ 
form  General  Howe  of  the  cora- 
iniffion  with  which  I  have  the  fa- 
tisfadion  to  be  ,•  charged,  and  of 
his  being  joined  A  it. 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  12  July,- 
Superfcribed 

To  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Efq.  Philadelphia.” 

> 

^^Philadelphia,  July  1776. 

1  Received  lafe  the  letters 
your  lordihip  fo  kindly  forwarded 
to  me,  and  beg  you  to  accept  my 
thanks. 

V  The  Oihciai  difpatches  to 
which  you  refer  me,  contain  no¬ 
thing  more  than  what  we  had  feen 
in  the  aft  of  parliament,  viz.  of¬ 
fers  of  pardon  upon  fubmiliion  ; 
which  I  was  forry  to  find,  as  it 
inuil  give  your  lordihip  pain  to  be 
fent  fo  far  on  fo  hopelefs  a  bufi- 
nefs. 

“  Direfting  pardons  to  be  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  colonies  who  are  the 
very  parties  injured,  expreffes  in¬ 
deed  that  opinion  of  our  ignorance, 
bafenefs  and  infenfibility,  which 
your  unirifonr.ed  and  proud  qatiou 


has  long  been  pleafed  to  entertain 
of  us  ;  but  it  can  have  no  other 
effeft  than  that  of  encreafing  our 
refentment.  It  is  irapoffible  we 
fhould  think  of  fabmiffion  to  a  go¬ 
vernment  that  has,  with  the  moil 
wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty,  burnt 
our  defenceiefs  towns,  in  the  midil 
of  winter  ;  excited  the  favages  to 
maffacre  peaceful  farmers,  and  our 
Haves  to  murder  their  mailers  ; 
and-  is  even  now  bringing  foreigri 
mercenaries  to  deluge  aur  fettle- 
ments  with  blood.  Thefe  atro¬ 
cious  injuries  have  extinguiihed 
every  fpark  of  affeftion  for  that 
parent  country  we  once  held  fo 
dear :  but  were  it  poffible  for  us 
to  forget  and  forgive  them,  it  is 
not  poffible  for  you,  1  mean  .the 
Britilh  nation,  to  forgive  the  peo¬ 
ple  you  have  fo  heavily  injured  : 
you  can  never  conhde  again  in 
thofe  as  fellow-fubjefts,  and  per¬ 
mit  them  to  enjoy  equal  freedom, 
to  whom,  you  know,  you  have 
given  fuch  juft  caufes  of  lafting  en¬ 
mity  ;  and  this  muft  impel  you,  if 
we  are'  again  under  your  govern¬ 
ment,  to  endeavour  the  breaking 
our  fpirit  by  the  fevereft  tyranny, 
and  obilrufting,  by  every  means  in 
your  power,  our  growing  ftrength 
and  profperity, 

But  ypur  lordihip  mentions,' 
‘  the  king’s  paternal  folicitude  for 
promoting  the  eftabliftiment  of  laft- 
-ing  peace  and  union  with  the  co¬ 
lonies.’  If  by  peace  is  here  meant 
a  peace  to  be  entered  into  by  dif- 
tinft  ftates,  now  at  war,  and  his 
majefty  has  given  your  lordihip 
power  to  treat  with  us  ;  of  fuch 
peace,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
though  without  authority,  that  I 
think  a  treaty  ^  for  that  purpofq 
nqt  quite  imprafticable,  before 
we  enter  into  foreign  alliances  ; 
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but  I  am  perfuaded  you  have 
no  (uch  powers.  Your  nation, 
though  (by  punifhing  thofe  Ame¬ 
rican  governors  who  have  foment¬ 
ed  the  difcord,  rebuilding  our 
burnt  towns,  and  repairing,  as  far 
jas  poffible,  the  mifchiefs  done 
us)  fhe  might  recover  a  great 
fliare  of  our  regard,  and  the  great- 
eft  fhare  of  our  growinp- commerce, 
with  all  the  advantages  of  that 
additional  llrength,  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  a  friendfliip  with  us; 
yet  I  know  too  well  her  abound¬ 
ing  pride,  and  deficient  wifdom, 
to  believe  Ihe  will  ever  take 
fuch  falutary  meafures.  Herfond- 
nefs  for  conqueft,  as  a  warlike 
nation  ;-her  lull  of  dominion,  as 
an  ambitious  one  ;  and  her  thirft: 
for  a  gainful  monopoly,  as  a  com¬ 
mercial  one,  (none  of  them  legi¬ 
timate  caufes  of  war)  will  all 
join  to  hide  from  her  eyes  eve¬ 
ry  view  of  her  true  intereft,  and 
will  continually  goad  her  on,  in 
thefe  ruinous  diftant  expeditions, 
fo  deftruftive  both  of  lives  and 
of  treafure,  that  they  rouft  prove 
as  pernicious  to  her  in  the 
end,  as  the  Croifades  formerly 
were  to  moll  of  the  nations  in 
Europe. 

“  I  have  not  vanity,  my  lord, 
to  think  of  intimidating,  by 
thus  predifting  the  effedls  of  this 
war  ;  for  I  know  it  will  in 
England  have  the  fate  of  all  my 
former  predidlions,  not  to  be 
believed,  till  the  event  Ihali  ve¬ 
rify  it. 

“  Long  did  I  endeavour,  with 
unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal,  to 
pr'eferve  from  breaking  that  fine 
and  noble  china  vafe,  the  Britifli 
empire;  for  I  know,  that  being 
once  broken,  the  feparate  parts 
could  not  retain  even  their  (hares 


of  the  ftrength  and  value  that  ex- 
ifted  in  the  whole ;  and  that  a 
perfeft  re- union  of  thefe  parts 
could  fcarce  ever  be  hoped  for. 
Your  lordfiiip  may  poffibly  re¬ 
member  the  tears  of  joy  that  wet 
my  cheek,  when  at  your  good 
filler’s  in  London,  you  once  gave 
me  expeblations  that  a  reconci¬ 
liation  might  foon  take  place.  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  find  thefe 
expeflations  difappointed,  and  to 
be  treated  as  the  caufe  of  the 
mifehief,  1  was  labouring  to  pre¬ 
vent.  My  confolation  under  that 
groundlels  and  malevolent  treat¬ 
ment  was,  that  I  retained  the 
frieiidfhip  of  many  wife  and  good 
men  in  that  country,  and  among 
the  reft,  fome  (hare  in  the  regard 
of  Lord  Howe. 

“  The  well-founded  efteem,  and 
permit  me  to  fay,  aifeflion  which  I 
lhall  always  have  for  your  lord- 
(hip,  make  it  painful  for  me  to 
fee  you  engaged  in  condufling  a 
war,  the  great  ground  of  which, 
as  deferibed  in  .your  letter,  ‘  is 
the  neceftity  of  preventing  the 
American  trade  from  palTing  into 
foreign  channels  ;  to  me  it  feems 
that  neither  the  obtaining  nor 
retaining  any  trade,  how' valuable 
foever,  is  an  objed  for  which  men 
may  juftly  fpill  each  others  blood  : 
tiiat  'the  true  and  fure  means  of 
extending  and  fecuring  commerce, 
are  the  goodnefs  and  chcapnefs 
of  commodities  ;  and  that  the 
profits  of  no  trade  can  ever  be 
equr.l  to  the  expence  of  compel¬ 
ling  it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets 
and  armies.  I  conlider  this  war 
againft  us,  therefore,  as  both  un^ 
juji  and  un'-wife ;  and  I  am  per¬ 
fuaded  that  cool  and  difpaftioiiate 
pollerity  v\'il!  condemn  to  infamy 
thofe  who  advifed  it;  and  that 
H  4  even 
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even  Tnccefs  will  not  fave  from 
fome  degree  of  diflionour  thofe  who 
have  voluntarily  engaged  to  con- 
du£l  it. 

“  I  know  your  great  motive 
in  coming  hither,  was  the  hope 
of  being  inilrumental  in  a  re¬ 
conciliation  ;  and  believe,  that 
when  you  find  that  to  be  im- 
pofiible,  on  any  terms  given  you 
to  propofe,  you  wUl  felinq^uifli  fo 


D  I  X,  &e. 

odious  a  command,  and  return 
to  a  more  honourable  private  ila- 
tion. 

With  the  greateft  and  mofl: 
fincere  refpeft,  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
lliip’s  moil  obedient,  humble  fer- 
yant,  B.  Franklin.’* 

Piredled 

'J’o  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
count  Ho\ye. 


SUPPLIES 

j 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1777.  - 


NAVY. 

November  9,  1776. 

I.  1“ AT  45,000  men  be  employed  for  the  Tea 
fervice,  for  the  year  1777,  including 
10,129  marines 

2.  Thatafum,notexceeding  4I.  permanpermonth, 
be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  45,000  men, 
for  13  months,  including  ordnance  for  fea  fervice 

November  26. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half¬ 

pay  to  the  fea,  and  marine  officers  for  the  year 
1777  ^  ^  ^ 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 

ihips  of  war  in  his  majefty’s  yards,  and  other  extra 
works  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 
year  1777.  — - - i  *  - - — 

' '  ^  May  21,  1777. 

1.  Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  navy 

debt  — - - - 

2.  Upon  account,  to  be  applied  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  for  the  fupport  and 
relief  of  fuch  worn-out  feamen,  as  fhall  not  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  laid  hofpital,  for  the  year  1777 


2340000  o  o 


400805  2  10 


465500  o  o 
1000000  o  o 


4000  o  o 


ARMY. 

November  16,  1776.  , 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  5,213 
invalids,  amounting  to  20,734  efFe<Idive  men,  com- 
raiffion  and  non-commilhoned  officers  included, 
be  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1777. 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  20,734  effeflive 
men,  for  guards,  garrifons  and  other  his  majelly  s 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey  and  G ucrn fey 


4210305 


64S  309 


2  10 


16  5 

3.  lior 
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3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general,  and  general  llafF 
officers,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1777 

4.  For  maintaining  his  majefty’s  forces  and  gar- 

rifons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe 
in  garrifon  at  Minorca  and  Gibraltar ;  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Ihands, 
and  Africa,  for  the  year  1777  . .  — — 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of 
pay  between  the  Britifli  and  Iriffi  ellabliihmenr,  of 
©ne  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments 
of  foot,  ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year 

2777  — _  - - L— 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian 

battalions,  ferving  in  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and 
provifions  for  the  fame  _ _ r-— 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  12,677  men,  the 
troops  of  the  landgrave  of  Fleffe-Caffel,  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  together  willi  the  fubfidy 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 

ofHanau,  &;c.  --- 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  c*f  foot 

ofWaldeck,  &c,  _ 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 
troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick 

I  I.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 
foreign  troops  ferving  in  America  — - 

12.  For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum 
voted  laft  feffion,  for  the  troops  of  Heffe 

13.  For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum 

voted  laft  fefiioh,  for  the  Hanau  foot  — 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the 

foreign  troops,  for  the  year  1777  ^ — 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  deficiency  for  fo¬ 
reign  troops,  for  the  year  1776  - —  - 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe-Carfel,  for  artillery  for  1776 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  artillery  of 

Hanau,  for  1776  _ _ _  -  --- 

^18.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the 

Waldeck  troops,  for  the  year  1776  - 

January  31.  1777. 

1 .  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out-pen- 

iloners  in  Chelfea  hprpital  _ _ 

2.  Upon  account  of  tiie  reduced  officers  of  his 

majelly’s  land  forces  and  marines  _ _ — , 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  the 
feveral  officers  and  private  gentiemen  of  the  two 
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troops  of  horfe  guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuper- 
annuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe 
guards  - -  - 

4.  For  paying  of  penfions  to  widows  of  fuch  re¬ 
duced  officers  of  his  majelly’s  land  forces  and  ma¬ 
rines,  as  died  upon  the  ellablifhment  of  half-pay 
in  Great  Britain,  and  were  married  to  them  before 

December  25,  1716  - - -  - 

February  24. 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  majehy’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incur¬ 
red  between  Jan.  31,  1776,  and  Feb.  i,  1777 

March  24. 

! .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Chaf- 
feurs,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Haffie-CaiTel  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 
for  the  year  1777 
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2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  Chaf- 

feurs  of  Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  for  the  year  1777  - - 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1285  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandebourg  Anfpach,  in¬ 
cluding  artillery,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  lublidy,  for  the  year  1777 

4.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fum  voted 

lafi  fefiion  of  parliament,  for  the  charge  of  Chaf- 
feurs,  the  troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-Calfel  ill 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  wdth  the  fubfidy, 
to  Dec.  24,  1776  - - — —  . . . — 
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ORDNANCE. 

November  16,  1776. 

1.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for 

land  fervice,  for  the  year  1777  - 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 

by  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  in  1776  - - — 


3773592  17  lOf 


320111  18  II 


272705  18  I 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
January  31,  1777. 

For  the  expences  of  the  nevy  roads  of  communica¬ 
tion,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  tiighlands  of  North 

Britain,  in  the  year  1777  - - - 

March  4. 

For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftabliffimeius,  and  other  incidental  expences  attend- 


592817  17  o 


6997  13  7 
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the  fame,  to  wit,  In  America  : 

"i.  His  majefty’s  ifland  of  St.  John’s  «— 

2.  His^majefty’s  colony  of  Georgia  ^  - — - 

3.  His  majefly’s  colony  ©f  Nova  Scotia 

4.  His  majeliy’s  colony  of  Eaft  Florida 

5.  His  majeftyjs  colony  of  Well  Florida 

6.  In  Africa :  Senegambia,  lituate  between  the  port 
of  Sallee  in  South  Barbary,  and  Cape  Rouge 

7.  For  defraying  expences  attending  general  fur- 
veys  of  his  majeily’s  dominions  in  North  America, 

for  the  year  1777  - -  * - 

April  29. 

Towards  enabling  the  Truftees  of  the  Britijk  Mu- 
Jeum^  to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trufts  repofed 
in  them  •• 


May  28. 

1.  For  difcharging  fuch  unfatished  claims  and  de¬ 
mands,  for  expences  incurred  upon  account  of  hofpi- 
tals,  during  the  late  war  in  Germany,  as  appear  to 
be  due  by  the  reports  of  Mr.  T.  Bilhop,  late  direftor 
of  foreign  hofpitals,  to  the  lords  commiihoners  of 
'his  majefty’s  treafury,  dated  March  28,  1777 

2.  To  make  good  the  fum  which  has  been  ilTued  by 
his  majelly’s  orders  to  fundry  perfons,  to  be  by  them 
applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of  fuch  American 
civil  officers,  and  others,  as  have  fuffered  on  account 
of  their  attachment  to  his  majelly’s  government 

3.  To  replace  the  fum  iflued  by  his  majelly’s  orders 

to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  the  expence  of  confining, 
maintaining,  and  employing  convidls  on  the  River 
Thames  - -  '  - -7 

4.  To  make  good  to  his  majelly  the  fums  iffued  by 
his  majelly’s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addrelTes  of 

this  houfe  -  - - -  - - - 

June  2. 

Towards  defraying  the  expences  of  printing  the 
Journals  of  the  houfe,  and  to  defray  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  expences  as  have  been,  or  lhall  be  incurred  on 
account  of  the  printed  Journals  and  reports 

June  5. 

1.  For  repairing  and  fupporting  the  Britlfh  forts 

and  fettlements,  on  the  coall  of  Africa  — 

2.  To  George  White,  Efq;  for  defraying  expences 
incurred  by  him  in  bufinefs  done  by  the  authority  of 
the  houfe,  relative  to  enq^uiries  into  the  Hate  of  the 
poor  of  this  kingdom 


3000  o  o 
2816  o  o 
4596  10  5 

5950  o  o 
5900  o  o 

5550  o  o 


2993  5  o 


3000  o  o. 


41820  14  5 


32934  16  6 


1879  10  6 


13060  2  o 


6co  o  © 


1 3000  o  o 


500  o  o 


144598  12  5 


Novem- 
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Nov  EMBER  26,  1776. 

^  Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  adl  paffed  in  the  lalt 
felTion  of  parliament,  and  charged  upon  the  hrft  aids 
to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of  parliament 

December  2. 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  exchequer  bills, 
made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft  palTed  in  the  lafl  feffion 
of  parliament,  intitled  An  a6i  for  enabling  his  majefy 
to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million^  for  the  ufe  and  purpofes 

therein  mentioned  - - - 

April  18,  1777. 

To  difcharge  the  arrears  and  debts  due,  and  owing 
upon  the  civil  lift  on  Jan.  5,  1777  - 

At  the  fame  time  it  ^as  rejol^vedy  fhat  for  the  bet-, 
ter  fupport  of  his  majefy'^ s  houjholdi  and  of  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  cro<ivn,  there  be  granted  to  his  majefy 
during  bis  life^  out  of  the  aggregate  fund ^  the  clear  yearly 
fum  of  lOOjOOol.  to  commence  from  the  ^th  of  Jan,  1777. 
o<ver  and  abo'-ve  the  fum  of  8  00,  pool,  granted  by  an  adl 
made  in  the  \f  year  of  his  majefy^ s  reign 

For  difcharging  and  paying  olf  the  prizes  of  the  lot¬ 
tery,  of  the  year  1776  — ,  ■  . — .  — - 


1500000  o  Q 


1000000  o  d 


618340 


S. 


DEFICIENCIE 

April  29.  ' 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervicc  of  the  year  1776  . 

2.  To  makegood  the  deficiency  on  5  th  July  1776, 
of  the  fund  eftablifhed  for  paying  annuities  granted, 
by  an  aft  made  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  late  majefty, 
towards  the  fupply  granted  for  the  year  1758  — • 

3.  In  the  land  tax  - - -  - - 

4.  In  the  malt  tax  — -  - - - 


618340  9 


612S8 


44599 

250000 

200000 


o 

o 


Total  of  fupplies 


5C0000  o  o 


4r 

O 

o 


555888  o  6| 


^2895543  o  2 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifng  the  abo^e  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majefy^ 
'  for  the  year  1777. 

November  12,  1776. 

THAT  the  fum  of  four  fhillingsinthe  pound,  and  no 
more,  be  raifed  within  the  fpaceof  one  year,  from  the 
25th  ofPTarch  1777,  lands,  tenements,  heredita¬ 


ments. 
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ments,  penfions,  officers  and  perfonal  eftates,  in  that' 

Dart  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and  that  a  proportion- 
able  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  call¬ 
ed  Scotland.  - — -  zoooodO  O  o 

4  November  19. 

That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
which  by  an  ad  of  parliament  of  the  16th  year  of  his 
prefent  majefty’s  reign,  have  continuance  to  the  24th 
of  July  1777,  fhall  be  farther  continued  and  charged 
upon  all  malt,  which  fiiall  be  made,  and  all  mum, 
which  fhall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cyder  and 
perry,  which  fhall  be  made  for  fale  within  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  23d  of  June  1777, 

to  the  24th  of  June  1778.  - - —  750000  o  o 

March  24,  1777. 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  iflded  and  applied  the  fum  of 
295,832!.  1 8s.  6|.  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  5th  of  Jan._i777,  for  the  difpofi- ♦ 
tion  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then 
arifen  from  the  furpluffes  and  other  revenues  compof- 
ing  the  fund,  commonly  called  the  Jinking  fund.  295832  18  6| 

April  21 . 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  iflued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
760,363!.  14s.  2f.  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  5th  of  April  1777,  for  the  difpoli- 
tion  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then 
arifen,  of  the  furpluffes  and  other  revenues  of  the 
fund,  commonly  called  the  fnking  fund.  760363  14 

May  15, 

I.  That,  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty, 
the  fum  of  5,000,000!.  be  raifed  by  annuities,  and  the 
further  fum  of  500,000!.  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  towards  railing  the  faid 
5,000,000!.  fhall,  for  every  lool.  contributed  and 
paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  4I.  to  continue  for  a 
certain  term  of  ten  years,  to  commence  from  the  5  th  ‘ 

^  day  of  April  1777,  fubjedl  to  redemption  by  parlia¬ 
ment  after  the  expiration  of  that  term,  and  not  foon- 
er  ;  and  alfo  be  entitled,  in  refped  of  every  fuch 
lool.  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of  los.  to 
continue  for  a  certain  term  of  ten  years,  from  the 
faid  5th  day  of  April  1777,  and  then  to  ceafe  ;  the 
faid  annuity  of  4!,  and  of  10s.  in  refpefl  of  each 

lool. 
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lOol.  contributed,  to  be  charged  upon  the  finking 
fund,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  paid  half-yearly,  on  the  loth  day 
of  Oftober,  and  the  5th  day  of  April,  in  every  year": 

That  every  fuch  contributor  ihall,  upon  payment 
of  the  further  fum  of  lol.  (in  addition  to  each  looI. 
contributed  for  annuities  as  aforefaid)  be  entitled  to  a 
ticket  in  a  lottery  to  confill;  of  50,000  tickets, 
amounting  to  500,000!.  the  fame  to  be  diflributed 
into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  Ihall  be 
paid  in  money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch  pro¬ 
prietors,  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  ift  day  of 
March,  1778,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared,'  with¬ 
out  any  dedudlion  whatfoever : 

That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the  23d 
day  of  this  inftant  May,  make  a  depofit  of  i5l./fr 
centum,  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  fhall  choofe  to  fub- 
fcribe  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  5,000,000!. 
with  the  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the.Bank  of  England  ;  and  alfo  a  depofit 
of  15I.  per  centum  with  the  faid  calhier  or  cafhiers,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  500,000!.  by  a  lottery,  as  a  fectrrity  for 
making  the  future  payments  refpeftively,  on  or  before 
the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

On  5, 000, cool,  to  be  raifed  by  annuities; 

15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  June 
next. 

\  !^\.  per  centum  or\  or  before  the  29th  day  of  July 
next. 

20I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  next. 

15I.  per  centum,  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  Odlober 
next. 

zol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  ifl  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  500,000!. 

25I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of  July 
next. 

30I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  Auguft 
next. 

30I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  7  th  day  of  06lober 
next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  fhall  be  paid  into  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to 


time 
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time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fliall  then  have  been  voted  by 
this  houfe  in  this  feffion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  fhall  pay  in  the  whole 
of  his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  fum  of 
5,ooo,oooL  to  be  Contributed  for  annuities  as  afore- 
faid,  at  any  time  before  the  27th  day  of  O6lober  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fhare  in  the  faid  lottery 
on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  Auguft  next,  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  an  intereft,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate 
of  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the  fum  fo  compleat- 
ing  his  or  her  contribution  refpedively,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the 
ill  day  of  December  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to  be 
paid  for  the  faid  annuities ;  and  to  the  7th  day  of 
October  next,  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all  fuch  perfons 
as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid  lottery 
fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  as  foon  as  they  can 
conveniently  be  made  out.  —  —  — •  —  — 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fnpply  granted  to  his 

majefly,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of  one 
million  nine  hundred  thirty-nine  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thirty-fix  pounds,  hve  millings,  and  nine- pence 
three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  fhall  or  may 
aril'e  of  the  furpluffes,  excehes,  or  overplus  monies, 
and  other  revenues,  cempofing  the  fund  commonly 
called  ^he  S biking  Fund.  - - — - 

3.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  be  raifed,  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be 
charged  upon  the  hrH:  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bills,  if  not 
difeharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1778,  to  be  exchanged  and  received 
in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  exchequer  bills  have 
ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment. 

4.  That,  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou¬ 
fand  nine  hundred  nineteen  pounds,  thirteen  fhillings, 
and  feven  pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  of  the  monies  arifen  by  the  duties  on  rice 
exported,  the  duties  on  apples  imported,  and  on 
cambricks  and  fugars  granted  by  an  adl  of  th^fixth 
year  of  his  prefen  tmajefty’s  reign,  the  m.onies  paid  by 
the  receivers  general  of  the  feveral  counties  which 
have^  not  raifed  the  militia,  and  alfo  of  fuch  impreft 

monies  as  remain  there  for  the  difpofition  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  _ 


5500000  o  c 


1939636  5 


9i 


1500000  G  e 


3 


39!9 


> 
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5.  That  the  fum  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred 
nnd  ninety-one  'pounds,  and  feven  pence,  out  of 
fuch  monies  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche- 
(jucr  as  have  arifen  by  the  duties  and  revenues 
which  have  been  direj^ed  to.  be  referved  for  the 
difpofition  of  parliament,  towards  defraying  the 
neceilary  expences  of  defending,  proteding,  and 
fecuring,  the  Britiih  colonies  and  plantations  in. 
America,  be  applied  towards  making  good  fuch 
part  of  the  fupply  as  hath  been  granted  to  his  ma- 
jeliy  for  maintaining  his  majedy’s  forces  and  gar- 
rifons  in  the  plantations,  and  for  provifions  for  the 
forces  in  North  Ame;-ica,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  the  Ceded  Iflands,  for  the  year  1777. 

6.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 

the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  after  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1777,  and  on  ©r  before  the  5  th  day  of  April, 
1778,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  two 
afts,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his 
prefent  majedy’s  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  gum  fenega  and  gum  arabic,  be 
.applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefty.  — - -  - - 

May  28. 

That  fuch  fum  or  fums  of  money,  as  fhall  be 
paid  into  the  exchequer  by  the  executors  of  the 
late  Henry  Lord  Holland,  formerly  pay  mailer^  of 
■his  majedy’s  forces,  bei  applied  towards  making 
good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majedy. - 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means 

Total  of  Supplies  —  ; — 

Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means 


j 


1391  o  7 


1391  o  o 


200000 

0 

0 

12952534 

12 

00  i 

j 

12895543 

0 

2 

56991 

I  2 

6i 

^hc  ‘vote  qJ"  credit  for  one  million,  granted  this  fefj[ton,for  the  future 
'my  extras,  and  expence  of,  andlojs  by,. coinage,  is  .charged  on  the  next  aidsK 


It  appears  from  the  above  refolutions,  that  the  additional 
public  debt  funded  this  year  amounts  to  -five  millions,  the 
intered  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  per  annum  .  —  —  aooooo 

Together  with  the  additional  annuity  of  ips.  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  the  term  of  ten  years  (by  the  id  refolution  ot 
May  15,  1777.)  -  - *  -  25000 


Amounts  in  the  whole  to 


225000 
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This  Turn  (by  a£ls  pafTed,  in  purfuanc#*  of  fcveral  refolutions 
of  May  15,  1777)  is  to  be  raifed  in  the  following  manner  s 
By  a  tax  of  one  guinea  each  on  all  male  feryants  not  em* 

ployed  in  agriculture,  hufbandry,  or  trade  — -  IOOO0O 

By  additional  duties  on  glafs  ■  -»  * - -  45000 

By  additional  damp  duties  — .  -- — 1 —  5,5000 

By  a  duty  on  auddoneers,  and  on  goods  fold  by  audllon  ^7500 


Total  of  new  taxes  237500 
From  this  is  to  be  deduced  tbe  produce  of  the 

plate  duty,  which  is  TPpealed  f . .  ■  12000 

. ■ 


j^eft  22500Q 


% 
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STATE  PAPERS. 


ffis  MajeJIy*s  moji  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  ^  on 
Thurfday  the  31^  Day  of  O£lo- 
ber,  1776. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
OTHING  could  have  afford¬ 
ed  me  fo  much  fatisfa^Stion 
as  to  have  been  able  to  inform  you, 
at  the  opening  of  this  feflion,  that 
the  troubles,  which  have  fo  long 
diffracted  my  colonies  in  North 
America,  were  at  an  end ;  and 
that  my  unhappy  people,  reco¬ 
vered  from  their  delufion,  had  de¬ 
livered  themfelves  from  the  op- 
prefTion  of  their  leaders,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  their  duty  :  but  fo  daring 
and  defperate  is  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
leaders,  vvhofe  objeCt  has  always 
been  dominion  and  power,  that 
they  ha\’’e  now  openly  renounced 
all  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and 
all  political  connexion  with  this 
country  :  they  have  rejeCled,  with 
circumftances  of  indignity  and  in- 
fult,  the  means  of  conciliation  held 
out  to  them  under  the  authority  of 
our  commifTion ;  and  have  pre¬ 
fumed  to  fet  up  their  rebellious 
confederacies  for  independent 
Hates.  If  their  treafon  be  fuffered 
to  take  root,  much  mifchief  muft 
grow  from  it,  to  the  fafety  of  my 
loyal  colonies,  to  the  commerce  of 
my  kingdoms,  and  indeed  to  the 
prefent  fydem  of  all  Europe.  One 


great  advantage,  however,  will 
be  derived  trom  the  objcCt  of  the 
rebels  being  openly  avowed,  and 
clearly  underllood  ;  we  lhali  have 
unanimity  at  home,  founded  in 
the  general  conviclion  of  the  juflice 
and  neceliity  of  our  meafures. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that,, 
by  the  bleffing  of  Divine  Provi- 
denceon  the  good  conduCl  and  va¬ 
lour  of  my  officers  and  forces  by 
fea  and  land,  and  on  the  zeal  and 
bravery  of  the  auxiliary  troops  in 
my  fervice,  Canada  is  recovered  ; 
and  although,  from  unavoidable 
delays,  the  operations  at  New 
York  could  not  begin  before  the 
month  of  Auguft,  the  fuccefs  in 
that  province  has  been  fo  import¬ 
ant  as  to  give  the  ftronged  hopes 
of  the  moil  decifive  good  confe.. 
quences  ;  but,  notwithlianding  this 
fair  profpeft,  we  mull,  at  all 
events,  prepare  for  another  cam¬ 
paign. 

I  continue  to  receive  alTurances 
of  amity  from  the  feveial  courts  of 
Europe ;  and  am  ufnig  my  utmoft 
endeavours  to  conciliate  unhappy 
differences  between  two  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers ;  and  I  Hill  hope,  that 
all  mifunderflaodings  may  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  Europe  continue  to 
enjoy  the  ineilimable  bleffings  of 
peace  :  I  think  ncverthelefs  that, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
it  is  expedient  that  we  fhould  be  in 
[^]  z  a  re. 
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Jorus  fpiritual  and  temporal,  m 
parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to 

G,;..™,.  of  .K  H«r=  of  >»>  :vfy_T 


a  refpe£l3.ble  Hate  of  defence  at 
home* 


Commons, 

I  will  order  the  ellimates  for  the 
cnfuing  ^'car  to  be  laid  before  you. 
It  is  matter  of  real  concern  to  me, 
that  the  important  confiderations 
which  I  have  Hated  to  you  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  be  followed  by  great  ex- 
pence  :  I  doubt  not,  however,  but 
that  my  faithful  commons  will  rea¬ 
dily  and  chearfully  grant  me  fuch 
fupplies,  as  the  maintenance  of 
the  honour  of  my  crown,  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  juH  rights  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  the  publick  welfare, 
lhall  be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ^ 

In  this  arduous  conteH  I  can  have 
no  other  objed  btit  to  promote  the 
true  interefts  of  all  my  fubjeds. 
No  people  ever  enjoyed  more  hap- 
pinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  go¬ 
vernment,  than  thofe  now  revolted 
provinces :  the  improvements  in 
every  art,  of  which  they  boaft,  de¬ 
clare  it :  their  numbers,  their 
wealth,  their  Hrength  by  fea  and 
land,  which  they  think  fufficient 
to  enable  them  to  make  head 
againft  the  whole  power  of  the 
the  mother  country,  are  irrefrag¬ 
able  proofs  of  it.  My  defire  is  to 
rellore  to  them  the  bleffings  of  law 
and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by 
every  Britilh  fubjed,  which  they 
have  fatally  and  defperately  ex¬ 
changed  for  all  the  calamities  of 
waSr,  and  the  arbitrary  tyranny  of 
their  chiefs. 


^ he  hiwihle  Addrefi  of  the  Lords ' 
Spiritual  and  L^e?nporal  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajfetnhled, 

^  Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

T  7  £,  your  majefty’s  m.oil  du-: 
Wy  tTuland  loyal  iubjedsj  the 


fpeech  from  the  throne. 

It  is  with  the  trueft  fatisfadioa 
we  congratulate  your  majefty  on 
the  fuccefs  of  your  arms  in  the 
province  of  New  York,  the  reco¬ 
very  of  Canada,  and  the  fair  pro- 
fped  of  dccifive  good  conlequences, 
which,  under  the  bleffing  of  Di¬ 
vine  Providence,  is  now  opened 
by  the  firmnefs  of  your  majefty’s 
councils,  the  valour  arid  good  con- 
dud  of  your  majeify’s  officers  and 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  by  the 
zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxiliary 
troops  in  your  majefly’s  fervice. 

We  beg  leave  to  allure  your  ma- 
jelly,  that  nothing  would  have 
given  us  equal  happinefs  to  the 
having  been  informed  by  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion, 
that  the  troubles,  which  have  fo 
long  diftraded  North  America, 
had  been  at  an  end;  that  your 
rnajefty’s  unhappy  people  in  thofe 
provinces  had  recovere4  from  their 
delufton,  and,  awakened  by  a  due 
fenfe  of  their  misfortunes  and  mif- 
doings,  had  delivered  themfelves 
from  the  oppreftion  of  their  leaders, 
and  were  returned  to  their  duty. 
While  we.  lament  that  your  ma- 
jefty’s  humane  and  merciful  inten¬ 
tions  have  been  friifirated  by  the 
negled  ftiewn  to  the  means  of  con¬ 
ciliation,  notified  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  your  majefty’s  royal  com- 
milTion,  we  feel  the  ftrongeft  indig¬ 
nation  at  the  infojent  manner  in 
which  they  were  rejeded  ;  and  we 
want  words  tq  exprefs  our  abhor¬ 
rence  of  the  defperate  fpirit  of 
thofe  overbearing  men,  who  with 
an  infatjable  thirft;  of  power  and 
dominion,  which  has  uniformly 
aduated  all  their  proceedings,  have 
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now  renounced  allegiance  to  the 
crown,  and  all  political  connec¬ 
tion  with  Great  Britain  ;  and, 
with  an  arrogance  equal  to  the 
enormity  of  the  attempt,  left  a 
doubt  of  their  real  defigns  fhould 
remain  on  the  breaft  of  any  perfon 
whatever,  have  fet  up  their  rebeK 
lions  confederacies  for  independent 
ftates.  We  are  fully  aware  of  the 
mifehief  which  would  accrue  from 
the  fuccefs  of  this  treafon,  to  your 
majefty’s  loyal  colonies,  to  ‘the 
commerce  of  this  nation,  and, 
more  remotely  indeed  but  not  lefs 
certainly,  to  the  fyftem  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  to  every  ftate  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe  poffefted  of 
diftant  colonies. 

We  refled  with  pleafure  on  the 
folid  advantage  which  will  be' de¬ 
rived  from  the  objeft  of  the  rebds 
being  openly  avowed  and  clearly 
u'nderftood,  the  unanimity  which 
will  prevail  at  home,  founded  in  a 
convidion  of  the  juftke  and  necef- 
fity  of  your  majefty’s  meafures. 
Infpired  with  the  fame  7,eal  for  the 
caufe  of  our  country  which  ani¬ 
mates  the  kingdom  at  large,  wO 
will  fteadily  fupport  your  majefty 
in  the  vindication  of  the  honour 
of  your  crown,  and  the  juft  rights 
of  parliament,  and  will  chearfully 
concur  in  making  the  neceflary 
provifions  for  thofe  great  pur- 
pofes. 

The  afTurances  of  amity,  which 
your  majefty  continues  to  receive 
from  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe, 
afford  us  great  fatisfadion  ;  we  en¬ 
tertain  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  endeavours,  which  your  ma¬ 
jefty  is  exerting  to  conciliate  un¬ 
happy  differences  between  two 
neighbouring  powers  ;  and  we  truft 
that,  by  your  majefty’s  aufpicious 
endeavours,  thefe  mifunderftand- 
ings  will  be  removed,  and  Europe 


^  continue  to  enjoy  the  ineftimable 
bleftings  of  peace.  Permit  us,  Sir, 
at  the  fame  time  to  return  your 
majefty  our  dtitiful  thanks  for  your 
provident  attention  in  guarding 
againft  any  events  which  may  arile 
Gift  of  the  prefent'fttuatlon  of  af¬ 
fairs,  by  keeping  us  in  a  refpeda- 
ble  ftate  of  defence  at  home.  . 

'  With  hearts  full  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  we  ac'knbwkdge  the 
happinefs,  which,  under  your  ma^i 
jefty’s  mild  government,  is  extend¬ 
ed  to  every  pan  of  the  Britifti  em¬ 
pire  of  which  the  late  fiouriflring 
ftate  of  the  revolted  provinces, 
their  numbers,  their  vvealth,  their 
ftrength  by  lea  and  land,  which 
they  think  fufticieht  to'  enable 
them  to  make  head  againft  ^  the 
whole  power  of  .tKe  mother'  coun¬ 
try,  fhew  ftl\at^;.tliey  ’  have  abun¬ 
dantly. participated.  And  w'c  eaf- 
neftly  hope,  that '  your  majefty’? 
paternal  cbjed  '  of  feftoring .  your 
diftraded  colonies  tb  the  happy 
condition  from  ,  which,  '  by  theiir 
own  mifeondud,  .  they  are  wretch¬ 
edly  fallen,  will  be  fpeedily  *  at¬ 
tained. 


Proteji  of  the  Lords. 

Diejo^ify  31°  Oa.  1776. 

UPON  the  motion  for  the  abbve 
addrefs  an  aniendment  waS 
moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  and  feconded  by  the 
Duke  of  Manchefter,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  long  debate ;  when  the 
queftion  being  putj  the  houfe  dii 
vided, 

Contents  -  -  26 

Non-contents  S2  7 
Proxies  -  -  93^ 

The  queftion  was  next  put  oH 
the  addrefs,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

[S]  3 
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For  the  reafons  contained  In  the 
amendment  propofed  and  rejefted,- 
viz. 

“  To  allure  his  majefty,  that 
animated  with  the  moft  earsjseft 
and  finccre  zeal  for  his  true  interell^ 
and  the  real  glory  of  his  reign,  we 
behold  with  inexpre/Tible  concern, 
the  minds  of  a  very  large,  and 
lately  loyal  and  aiFeciionate  part  of 
his  people,  entirely  alienated  from 
his  government.  Nor  can  we  con¬ 
ceive,  that  fuch  an  event  as  the 
difaffedVion  and  revolt  of  a  whole 
people,  could  have  taken  place 
without  fome  confiderable  errors, 
in  the  condudl  obferved  towards 
them. 

“  Thefe  erroneous  meafures  we 
conceive  are  to  be  imputed  to  a 
want  of  fufficient  information  being 
laid  before  parliament ;  and  to  too 
large  a  degree  of  confidence  being 
repofed  in  thofe  minifiers,  who 
from  their  duty  were  obliged,  and 
from  their  official  fituation  were 
befi  enabled  to  know  the  temper 
and  dirpofition  of  his  majefty's 
American  fubjefts ;  and  were, 
therefore,  prellimed  mofi:  capable 
ef  pointing  out  fuch  meafures  as 
might  produce  the  mofi:  falutary 
efibd.  Hence  the  fchemes  which 
were  formed  for -the  reduiTuon  and 
chafiifement  of  a  fappofed  inconli- 
derabie  party  of  laftious  men,  have 
driven  thirteen  large  provinces  to 
defpair  1  Every  a£l  which  has 
been  propofed  as  a  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  peace  and  fubmifiion,  has 
become  a  new  caufe  of  war  and  re¬ 
volt ;  and  we  now  find  ourfeives 
almoft  inextricably  involved  in  a 
bloody  and  expenfivm  civil  war, 
which  befides  exhaufting,  at  pre¬ 
fect, ^  the  firength  of  his  majeily^s 
sjominions,  expofmg  our  allies  to 
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the  deligns  of  their,  and  our  ene-* 
mies,  and  leaving  this  kingdom  in 
a  perilous  fituation,  threatens 
in  its  iiTue,  the  mofi:  deplorable 
calamities,  to  the  whole  Britifh 
race. 

‘‘  Wc  cannot  avoid  lamenting, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  credit 
afibrded  to  the  reprefentations  of 
minifiers,  no  hearing  has  been 
given  to  the  reiterated  complaints 
and  petitions  of  the  colonies :  nei¬ 
ther  has  any  graund  been  laid,  for 
removing  the  original  caufe  of 
thefe  unhappy  dificrences,  v/hkh 
took  their  rife  from  quefiions  rela¬ 
tive  to  parliamentary  proceedings, 
and  can  be  fettled  only  by  parlia¬ 
mentary  authority.  By  this  fatal 
omifilon,  the  commifijoners  nomi¬ 
nated  for  the  apparent  purpofe  of 
making  peace,  were  furnifiied  with 
no'  legal  power,  but  thofe  of  giv¬ 
ing  or  withholding  pardons  at 
their  pleafure  ;  and  of  relaxing  the 
feverities  of  a  fingle  penal  aft  of 
parliament,  leaving  the  whole 
foundation  of  this  unhappy  contro- 
verfy  as  it  fiood  at  the  beginning. 

To  reprefent  to  his  majefiy, 
that  in  addition  to  this  negleft, 
when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafi 
fefiion,  his  majefty,  in  his  graci¬ 
ous  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  had  declared  his  relblu- 
tion  of  fending  out  commiflioners- 
for  the  purpofes  therein  exprefled, 
as  fpeedilyas  poffible  no  fuchcom- 
mifiioners  were  fent,  until  nearly 
feven  months  afterwards  ;  and  un¬ 
til  the  nation  was  alarmed  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  only  town,  theft 
held  for  his  majefty,.  in  the  thir¬ 
teen  united  colonies.  By  this  de¬ 
lay,  afts  of  the  moft  critical  na¬ 
ture,  the  efteft  of  which  muft  as 
much  depend  upon  the  power  of 
immediately  relaxing  them  on  fub- 

miffion. 
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miffioT)',  as  in  enfcirclng  them  upon 
difobcdience,  had  bnly  an  opera¬ 
tion  to  inflame  and  exafperate. 
But  iPany  colony,  town,  or  place, 
had  been  induced  to  fubmic  by  the 
operation  of  the  terrors  of  thole 
ads,  there  were  none  in  the  place, 
of  power  fufficient  to  reftore  the 
people  fo  fubmitting  to  the  com- 
inon  right  of  fubjedion.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  colonies,  apprized 
that  they  W'ere  put  out  of  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  government,  and  feeing 
tio  means  provided  for  their  enter¬ 
ing  into  it,  were  furnilhed  with 
teafons  but  too  colourable,  for 
breaking  off  their  dependency  on 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom. 

“  To  afTure  his  majefty,  that 
Removing  our  confidence  from  thofe 
who  in  fo  many  inftances  have 
grofly  abufed  it,  we  fti all  endea¬ 
vour  to  reftore  to  parliament,  the 
confidence  of  all  his  people, 

“  To  this  end,  it  may  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  make  a  more  minute  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  grievances  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  as  well  as  into  the  condudl 
of  minifters,  with  regard  to  them. 
We  may  think  it  proper,  particu¬ 
larly,  to  enquire  how  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  that  the  commerce  of  this 
■kingdom  has  been  left  expofed  to 
the  reprifals  of  the  colonies,  at  the 
very  time  that  their  feameti  and 
filhermen  being  indifcriminately 
prohibited  from  the  peaceable  ex¬ 
ercise  of  their  occupations,  and  de¬ 
clared  open  enemies,  muft  be  ex- 
peded,  with  a  certain  afturance,  to 
betake  themfelves  to  plunder,  and 
to  wreak  their  revenge  on  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain. 

“  That  we  underftand,  that 
amidft  the  many  difafters  and  dif- 
graces  which  have  attended  on  his 
majefty ’s  arms  in  many  parts  of 
America,  an  advantage 
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gained  by  his  majefty’s  Britifti  and 
toreign  mercenary  forces,  in  the 
province  of  New  Vork.  That  if 
a  wife,  moderate  and  prudent  ufe 
be  made  of  this  advantage,  it  is 
not  improbable,  that  happy  efteds 
may  rcfult  from  that  ufe.  And  we 
alfure  his  majefty,  that  nothing 
fhall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  en¬ 
able  his  majefty  to  take  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  any  difpofirions  to  reconci¬ 
liation,  which  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  miferies  of  war,  by 
laying  down,  on  our  part,  real  per¬ 
manent  grounds  of  connedion  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  colo¬ 
nies,  on  principles  of  liberty  and 
terms  of  mutual  advantage. 

That  whilft  w.e  lament  this 
elFufion  of  Englifh  blood,  (which 
we  hope  has  not  been  greater  or 
other  than  neceftity  required  and 
honour  juftified)  we  ftiould  moft: 
heartily  congratulate  his  majefty, 
on  any  event  leading  to  the  great 
defifable  end  of  fettling  a  peace, 
which  might  promife  to  laft,  by 
the  reftoration  of  the  ancient  af- 
fedion  which  has  happilv  lubfifted 
between  this  kingdom  and  its  co¬ 
lonies  ;  any  other  would  necelTarily 
require,  even  in  cafe  of  a  total 
conqueft,  an  army  to  maintain, 
ruinous  to  the  finances,  and  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  freedom  of  his  ma- 
j^fty’s  people*  We  Ihould  look 
with  the  utmoft  ftiame  and  horror, 
on  any  events,  of  what  nature  fo- 
ever,  that  Ihould  tend  to  break  the 
fpirit  of  any  large  part  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifti  nation,  to  bow  them  to  an  ab- 
jedt  unconditional  fubmiflion  to  any 
power  whatfoever,  to  annihilate 
their  liberties,  and  to  fubdue  them 
to  fervile  principles,  and  paflive 
habits,  by  the  mere' force  of  mer¬ 
cenary  arms.  Becaufe,  amidft  the 
extefies  and  abufes  which  have  hap- 
(-Sj  4  pened. 
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pened,  we  mull  refped  the  fpirit 
and  principles  operating  in  thefe 
commotions ;  our  wiih  is  to  regu¬ 
late,  not  to  deftroy  them.  For 
though  differing  in  fome  circum- 
ftances,  thofe  very  principles  evi¬ 
dently  bear  fo  exad  an  analogy 
with  thofe  which  fupport  the  molt 
valuable  part  of  our  own  conftitu- 
tion,  that  it  iS  impoflible,  with  any 
appearance  of  juftice,  to  think  of 
wholly  extirpating  them  by  the 
fword  in  any  part  of  his  majefty’s 
dominions,  without  admitting  con- 
fequences,  and  eftablilhing  prece¬ 
dents  the  moil  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom. 
Richmond,  Craven, 

Devonihire,  FitzwilHamy 

Portland,  Abingdon, 

Manchefter,  De  Ferrars, 

Rockingham,  Eitingham, 

Scarborough,  Abergavenny, 
King,  ■  Ponfonby.’’ 


htanhle  Addrefs  of  the  Hou/e  of' 
Cc?7imo?ts  to  the  Kino-. 

o 


Moll  gracious.  Sovereign,  . 

E,  your  .majefly’s  moll  du¬ 
tiful,  and  loyal  fubjefts,  the 


commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  aifem  bled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majelly  the  humble 
thanks  of  .  this  houfe,  for  your  moll 
graciousffpeech  from  the  throne. 

While  we  lament  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  troubles  which  have  fo 


long  diilrailed  your  majeily’s  colo¬ 
nies  in  North  America,  and  of  the 
calamities  and  oppreffions  which 
our  unhappy  fellow  fub  jedls  areilill 
fuffering  under  the  arbitrary  tyran- 
'  By  of  their  leaders ;  we  cannot  for¬ 
bear  to  exprefs  our  deteftation  and 
abhorrence  of  the  audacious  and 
defperate  fpirit  of  ambition,  which 
has  at  lall  carried  thofe  leaders  fo 


far,  as  to  make  them  openly  re¬ 
nounce  all  allegiance  to  the  crown^ 
and  all  political  connexion  with 
this  country,  and  in  direft  terms 
to  prefume  to  fet  up  their  rebelli¬ 
ous  confederacies  for  independent 
Hates. 

We  confider  their  rejedllon  of  the 
gracious  and  condefcending  means 
of  reconciliation,  held  out  to  them, 
under  the  authority  of  your  ma- 
j-elly’s  cominiffion,  as  a  frefh  and 
convincing  proof  that  the  objeflof 
thefe  men  has  always  been  power 
and  dominion  ;  but  we  can  impute 
the  circumilances  of  indignity  and 
infult  accompanying  this  proceed- 
ino-  to  no  other  motive  than  a  re- 

O 

feritment  of  your  rnajefly’s  firm  and 
conftant  adherence  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  ccnfiitutional  rights  of 
parliament,  diverted  of  every  pof- 
fible  view  of  any  feparate  iaterefts 
of  the  crown  :  and.  we  be?  leave  t© 

O 

affure  your  majefty,  that  the  fame 
attachment  of  your  majerty  to  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  which  hath  provoked  the 
infolence  of  the  chiefs  of  this  re¬ 
bellion,  cannot  but  operate,  as  it 
ought  to  do,  in  fixing  your  ma^ 
jerty^ftili  deeper,  if  portible,  in  the 
affe^ions  of  a  Britiih  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 

With  reverence  and  gratitude  te 
pivine  Providence,  permit  us  to 
exprefs  our  unfeigned  joy,  and  to 
offer  our  fincere  congratulations  to 
your  majefty,  on  the  fuccefs  which 
has  attended  the  good  conduct  and 
valour  of  your  majefty^s  officers  and 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  auxi- 
diary  troops  in  your  fervice,  in  the 
recovery  of  Canada,  and  in  the 
important  operations  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  New  York,  which  give 
the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  the  moft  de- 
cifive  good  confequences. 


STATE 

It  IS  with  much  fatisfadlion  we 
learn,  that  your  majelly  continues 
to  receive  aflurances  of  amity  from 
the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  :  and 
we  thankfully  acknowledge  your 
raajefty’s  goodnefs  and  paternal 
concern  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  conflant  attention 
to  preferve  the  general  tranquil¬ 
lity  ;  and  it  is  our  moft  earned: 
wifh  that,  by  your  majefty’s  inter- 
pohtion,  all  mifunderftandings  and 
differences  between  two  neighbour¬ 
ing  powers  may  be  happily  recon¬ 
ciled,  and  Europe  dill  enjoy  the 
bleffings  of  peace. 

Your  faithful  commons  confider 
it  as  a  duty  which  they  owe  to  your 
majedy,  and  to  thofe  they  repre- 
fent,  to  grant  your  majeliy  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  weighty  confidera- 
tions,  which  your  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  date  to  us,  fhall  be 
found  to  require  ;  and  we  have  a 
well-grounded  confidence,  that,  at 
this  time,  when  the  objeft  of  the 
rebels  is  openly  avowed  ana  clearly 
underdood,  the  general  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  juidice  and  neceffity  of 
your  majedy’s  ineafures  mud  unite 
all  ranks  of  your  faithful  fubjefls 
in  fupporting  your  majedy  with 
one  mind  and  heart  in  the  great 
national  caufe  in  which  you  are  en¬ 
gaged. 


On  the  loth  day  of  April  the  fol¬ 
lowing  medage  from  the  King 
was  delivered  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Lord  North. 

G.  REX. 

YT  gives  his  majedy  much 
“  X  concern  to  find  himfelfobli- 
‘‘  ged  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
‘‘  Commons  with  the  difficulties 
he  labours  under,  by  reafon  of 
“  debts  incurred  by  the  expences 
**  of  his  houfehoid,  and  of  the  ci- 
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vil  government,  which  being 
“  computed  on  the  5  th  of  January 
**  lad,  do  amount  to  more  than 
“  6oo,oool.  His  majedy  relies 
“  on  the  loyalty  and  affedion  of 
his  faithful  commons,  of  which 
“  he  has  received  fo  many  fignal 
proofs,  for  enabling  him  to  dif- 
‘‘  charge  this  debt;  and  that  they 
will  at  the  fame  time  make  fomc 
“  further  providon  for  the  better 
“  fupport  of  his  majedy ’s  houfe- 
“  hold,  and  of  the  honour  and 
“  dignity  of  his  crown. 

“  G.  R.’^ 

A  medage  to  the  fame  purport  was 
alfo  delivered  to  the  Lords  by 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  date ; 
and  the  following  addrefs ordered 
to  be  prefen  ted. 

\ 

The  humble  Aihdrefs  of  the  Lords 
ritual  and  Temporal.,  in  Parlia- 
'ment  affembled. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majedy’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjcdls,  the 
lords  fpirituai  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  alTembled,  begr  leave  to 
return  your  majedy  the  thanks  of  this 
houfe  for  your  majedy’s  mod  gracious 
medage,  by  which  your  majedy  has 
been  pleafed  to  inform  this  houfe 
of  the  exccedings  of  the  expences 
of  your  majedy’s  houfehold  and  civil 
government,  beyond  the  revenue 
fettled  on  your  majedy  fordefraying 
the  fame ;  and  to  allure  your  ma¬ 
jedy  of  the  grateful  fenfe  this  houfe 
entertains  of  your  majedy’s  well- 
founded  reliance  on  the  loyal  and 
affeftionate  attachment  of  this 
houfe  to  your  majedy’s  perfon  and 
government ;  and  that,  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  tender  and  difmter. 
eded  attachment  which  your  majedy 
has  Ihewn,  through  the  whole 

courfe 
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courfe  of  your  reign,  to  the  eafe  and 
welfare  of  your  faithful  people,  this 
iioufe  will  moft  readily  concur  in 
enabling  your  majefty  to  difcharge 
the  debts  which  occafion  yOur  ma- 
jefty^s  prefent  difficulties,  and  in 
making  feme  further  provifion  for 
the  better  fupport  of  your  majeHy’s 
houfehold,  and  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown.” 


Proteji  of  the  Lords. 

Die  Mercurit,  Apr,  1777« 


UPON  the  motion  for  the  above 
addrefs,  an  amendment  was 
moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  and  feconded  ;  when,  after 
a  warm  debate,  the  queflion  being 
put,  the  houfe  divided  j 

Contents  -  20 

Non-contents  -  q6 
The  Duke  of  Grafton  then 
moved  the  previous  quekion,  when 
the  houfe  again  divided  ; 


Contents  - 

26) 

Proxies 

Non-contents 

90  ^ 

Proxies 

22  S 

The  main  queftion  was  then  put, 
and  the  houfe  divided  athird  time; 
Contents  -  90^ — Proxies  22 

Non-contents  20 — Proxy  i 
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with  the  decreafe  of  Britifb  ernpirCj, 
manifeftly  required  the  utmofl  oeco- 
nomy  in  the  management  of  the 
revenues  of  the  crown,  we  cannot 
behold,  without  adoniffiment  and 
indignation,  a  profufion  in  his 
majelly’s  minifters,  which  the 
greateft  profperity  of  our  affairs 
could  fcarcely  excufe. 

“  That  this  houfe,  with  the 
mod  zealous  devotion  to  your  ma- 
jefty’s  true  interells,  beg  leave  to 
reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that  wd 
humbly  apprehend  the  clear  reve¬ 
nue  of  Soojoool.  a  year,  which 
fupported  your  majedy^s  grandfa¬ 
ther,  of  happy  memory,  in  great 
authority  and  magnificence,  is  ful¬ 
ly  fufficient  (if  managed  by  your 
majelty’s  fervants  with  the  fame 
integrity  and  csconomy)  to  main¬ 
tain  alfo  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
your  majefty’s  crown,  in  that  re¬ 
verence  in  which  we  wifh,  as  much  j 
at  lead,  as  thofe  who  have  fquan- 
dered  away  the  revenues,  to  fee  it 
always  fupported. 

Parliament  has  already,  in 
confideration  (we  fuppofe)  of  fome 
expence  in  the  beginning  of  your 
majedy’s  reign,  difeharged  the 
debts  and  incumbrances  on  the 
civil  lift  to  a  very  great  amounts 
Again  to  exceed  the  revenue  grant¬ 
ed  by  parliament,  without  its  au- 


Diffentient, 

For  the  reafons  conteined  in  the 
amendment  propofed  and  rejedled, 
viz. 

“  To  affure  his  majefty  of  the 
inviolable  affeftion  and  loyalty  of 
this  houfe  ;  and  that  it  is  with  the 
fincereft  affiidlion  we  find  our  duty  to 
his  majefty  and  our  country  entirely 
incompatible  with  our  compliance 
with  the  requeft  made  to  us  in  his 
majefty’s  meffage. 

“  That  at  a  time  when  the  in- 
creafe  of  public  debt,  attended 


thority,  and  to  abufe  its  indul¬ 
gence  m  paying  one  debt,  by  eon- 
trading,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  ano¬ 
ther  and  a  greater,  is,  on  the  firft 
view,  a  criminal  ad.  Your  ma¬ 
jefty  *s  minifters  ought  to  have  laid 
fome  matter  before  "this  houfe,  tend¬ 
ing  to  fhew  that  your  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment  could  not  be  reputably 
fupported  on  the  provifion  made  by 
parliament ;  whereas  they  have 
only  laid  before  us  the  beads  on 
Which  they  have  exceeded,  with¬ 
out  any  thing  which  can  tend  ei¬ 
ther 
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ther  to  juflify  or  excufe  the  excefs ; 
and  the  only  reafon  given  to  us  for 
paying  that  debt  is,  'that  your  ma- 
jelly’s  minillers  have  incurred  it. 

“  With  regard  to  the  further  in- 
creafe  of  your  majefty’s  civil  lift  re¬ 
venues,  we  muft  decline  any  con¬ 
currence  therein,  not  folely  from 
motives  of  ceconomy  (though  at  no 
time  more  ftridlly  required)  but 
from  a  dread  alfo  of  the  efFe£l  of 
fuch  an  augmentation  on  the  ho- 
nour  and  integrity  or  parliament, 
by  veiling  fuch  large  fums  without 
account  in  the  hands  of  minillers, 
when  an  opinion  is  known  to  pre¬ 
vail,  and  which  we  have  no  means 
of  contradi^ing — that  your  ma- 
jefty’s  civil  lift  revenues  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  creating  undue  influence 
in  parliament,  it  would  be  extreme¬ 
ly  unbecoming  of  us  to  vote,  with¬ 
out  manifeft  reafons,  great  fums 
out  of  the  property  of  your  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjefts,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  be  applied  to  our  private  emolu¬ 
ment.  It  is  our  duty  to  attend  to 
the  reputation  of  parliament,  and 
we  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your 
majefty,  ttat  a  further  increafeof 
the  prefent  overgrown  influence  of 
the  crown  would  be  a  treacherous 
gift  from  parliament,  even  to  the 
crown  itfelf ;  as  it  will  enable  the 
minillers  to  carry  on  thofe  delufive 
iyllems  which  have  been  fatally 
adopted,  and  which,  if  purfued, 
muft  lead  to  the  ruin,  as  they  have 


7 be  Speech  made  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Majefly 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  on  the  yih 
Day  ^  May,  upon  prefent ing  the 
Bill  for  fettling  an  additional  Re- 
njenue  of  loo,OQo\.  ,per  ann,  upon 
his  Majefy  for  the  Scrojices  of  the 
Gi-t'il  Lif. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

The  bill,  which  it  is  now  my 
duty  to  prefent  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  is  intitled  ‘  An  a<5l  for  the 
better  fuppprt  of  his  majefty’s 
houfehoid,  and  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Brit¬ 
tain  to  which  your  commons 
humbly  beg  your  royal  alTent. 

By  this  bill.  Sir,  and  the  re^ 
fpeftfui  circumilances  v/hreh  pre¬ 
ceded  and  accompanied  it,  your 
commons  have  given  the  fulleft  and 
cleareft  proof  of  their  zeal  and 
affedioa  for^  your  majefty  ;  for,  in 
a  time  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of 
difficulty  and  danger,  their  confli- 
tuents  labouring  under  burthens 
almoft  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  your 
faithful  commons  poftponed  all 
other  bufinefs ;  and,  with  as  much 
difpatch  as  the  nature  of  their  pror 
ceedings  would  admit,  have  not 
only  granted  to  your  majefty  a  large 
prefent  fupply,  but  alfo  a  very 
great  additional  revenue;  greati, 
beyond  example ;  great  beyond 
your  majefty’s  higheft  expence. 


already  produced  the  diftra£lion,  of 
'this  once  great  empire.” 

Abingdon,  Effingham, 

Abcrgavei^ny,  Portland, 

Archer,  Richmond, 

King,  Rockingham, 

Thanet,  Fitzwilliam, 

Torrington,  Devonftiire, 

Stamford,  Manchefter. 


But  all  this.  Sir,  they  have  done 
in  a  well-grounded  confidence, 
that  you  will  apply  wifely  whac 
they  have  granted  liberally  ;  and 
feeling,  what  every  good  fubjeiTt 
muft  feel  with  the  greateft  fatisfac- 
tion,  that,  under  the  direftion  of 
your  majefty’s  wifdom,  the  afflu¬ 
ence  and  grandeur  of  the  fbvereign 


vitiiU 
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will  reHe£l  dignity  and  honour  up¬ 
on  his  people. 


'The  Speech^  made  hy  the  speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Ma- 
jefy^  on  the  Gth  Day  of  June, 
previous  to  the  Prorogation  of  Par¬ 
liaments 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  majefty’s  loyal  com¬ 
mons  have  paired  live  money- 
bills  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year.  The  lirft,  a  bill  for  ina- 
bling  your  majefty  to  defray  the 
extra  expen ces  of  the  American 
war,  and  to  make  good  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  the  gold  coin  ;  the  fe- 
cond,  for  raifing  five  millions  by 
annuities,  ,and  for  eftabliihing  a 
lottery  ;  another,  for  laying  a  tax 
upon  fervants ;  another,  for  laying 
a  tax  upon  auctions,  fnd  upon 
fales  of  edates,  leafes,  and  goods, 
by  audtioh  ;  and  another,  for  grant.' 
ing  to  your  majelly  a  certain  fum 
out  of  the  finking  fund,  and. for 
appropriating  the  feveral  iums, 
granted  in  this  fefiion,  to  ufes 
therein  provided  ;  to  which  your 
faithful  commons.  Sir,,  humbly 
defire  your  affent.  Your  commons; 
Sir,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
fefiion,  have  applied  themfelves, 
with  all  poffible  diligence,  to  pub¬ 
lic  bufmefs ;  and  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  procure  the  eafe, 
happlnefs,  and  profperity  of  your 
fubjedts ;  and  have  granted  the 
mofl:  ample  fupplies.  They  have 
ilrengthened  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  have  done  all  in  their 
power  to  promote  a  fpeedy  and  ef- 
fedlual  reconciliation  with  Ame¬ 
rica.  They  are  fully  confeious 
how  necelTary  it  is,  that  the  trou¬ 
bles  in  America  Ihould  be  amica- 
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My  fettled  ;  and  that  the  leglllative 
authority  of  this  country  IHould  be 
eflablilhed  and  maintained  over  all 
your  majelly’s  dominions.  YoUr 
faithful  commons,  firmly  relying 
on  your  majelly’s  wifdom,  and  true 
regard  to'  the  interell  of  all  your 
fubjeds,  have  Ilrengthened  your 
hands  in  the  fullell  manner;  and 
have  every  right  to  exped,  that 
your  majelly’s  fubjeds  in  America 
will  return  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  their 
duty  ;  and  that  diforder  and  rebel¬ 
lion  will  give  place  to  peace  and 
reconciliation. 


His  Majefy's  mof  gracious  Speech  its 
both  Houfes  of  P arli ament ,  on  the 
6ih  of  June,  1777. 

.  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

H  E.  conclufion  of  the  pub- 
X  .  lie  bufinefs,  and  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  inconv.enieuce 
which,  I  fear,  your  mull  have,  fufc 
fered  by  fo  long  an  attendance;  , 
call  upon  me  to  put  an  end  to  this  ; 
fefiion  of  parliament ;  but  I  cannot  ; 
let  you  go  into  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties,  .without  exprefiing  my,  intire 
approbation  of  your  condud,  and  i 
without  thanking  you  for  the  un- 
quellionable  proofs  you  have  given  1 
to  me,  and  to  all  the  world,  of  | 
the  continuance  of  your  attachment  1 
to  my  perfon  and  government ;  of  i 
your  clear  difeernment  of  the  true  ; 
interells  of  your  country  ;  and  of  i 
your  Heady  perfeverance  in  main¬ 
taining  the  rights  of  the  legiHa- 
ture. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  cannot  fufficiently  thank  yon 
for  the  zeal  ai\d  public  fpirit,  with 
which  you  have  granted  the  large 

and 
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and  extraordinary  fupplies,  which 
I  have  found  mvfelf  under  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  afking  of  my  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  for  the  fervice  of  the  current 
year ;  and  I  muft,  at  the  fame 
time,’  acknowledge  the  particular 
marks  of  your  affedlion  to  me,  as 
W’ell  in  enabling  me  to  difcharge 
the  debts  contradled  on  account  of 
my  civil  government,  as  in  making 
lo  confiderable  an  augmentation  to 
the  civil  lift  revenue,  during  my 
life. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  trull  in  the  Divine  Providence, 
that,  by  a  well-concerted  and  vi- 
gorous  exertion  of  the  great  force 
you  have  put  into  my  hands,  the 
operations  of  this  campaign,  by 
fea  and  land,  will  be  blelTed  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  as  may  'moft  elfe<flu- 
ally  tend  to  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
rebellion  in  America,  and  to  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  that  conlHtu- 
tional  obedience,  which  all  the 
fubjedls  of  a  free  ftate  owe  to  the 
authority  of  law. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by 
Jiis  majefty’s  command,  faid  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majefty’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Monday,  the  2ift 
day  of  July  next,  to  be  then  here 
holden  ;  and  this  parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Monday, 
the  2ift  day  of  July  next. 


T>iihlin,  08.  14,  1777. 

8’he  speech  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieut ena7it  of  Ireland,  to 
both  lioujes  of  P aril a??ient. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

ISmajefty  has  been  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  honour  me 
j  with  a  moft  diftingiiintcd  mark  of 

1 


his  confidence  in  appointing  me  to 
the  government  of  Ireland  :  with 
eafe  he  might  have  found  an  abler 
minifter  ;  with  difficulty  one  more 
anxioafly  felicitous  to  juftify  his 
choice  in  meriting  your  approba¬ 
tion. 

Influenced  by  that  benevolent 
fpirit  which  may  juftly  command 
the  affections  of  all  his  fubjects,  his 
inftruClions  to  me  are  to  co-operate 
with  his  parliament  in  every 
meafure  which  can  promote  the 
improvement,  infure  the  happi- 
nefs,  and  cherifh  the  true  interefls, 
of  this  kingdom. 

The  increafe  of  his  majefty’s 
royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  a 
princefs,  cannot  but  be  confidered 
as  a  moft  pleafing  and  interefting 
event.. 

With  very  particular  fatisfaClion 
I  hear  of  the  confiderable  progrefs 
which  agriculture  is  daily  making  ; 
and  that  the  ereat  fource  of  the 
profperity  of  this  country,  the  li¬ 
nen  manufaClure,  continues  to  flou- 
rifh.  No  objects  can  more  juftly 
claim  your  confideration. 

The  educating  the  diftreffed 
children  of  the  nation  in  found 
principles,  and  the  early  training 
them  to  habits  of  ufeful  labour,  is 
of  fuch  importance,  that  1  muft 
not  omit  recommending  the  pro- 
teftant  charter-fchools  to  your  pro¬ 
tection. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

That  you  may  be  perfectly  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  true  flare  of  your  af¬ 
fairs,  I  have  directed  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  the  national  accounts 
before  you  ;  thoroughly  confident, 
that  your  wifdom,  your  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  his  majefty’s  govern  ¬ 
ment,  and  your  attachment  to  the 

eflentiaj 
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efieadaj  welfare  of  this  kingdom^ 
will  induce  you  to  make  fuch  a, 
provil'ion  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the 
preient  circumlfances  of  your  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  fer  vice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  I  decline  making  any  profeffions 
relative  to  my  future  conduit:  it 
is  bv  the  tenor  of  my  addons  that 
the  charadler  of  my  adminiilration 
mud  be  determined. 

. -  . 'I  II  I  I  I  ■  "  . * 

Duhlin  Cajihy  03.  1 6.  The 
houfes  of  lords  and  commons  hav- 
jnp-  refoived  upon  humble  addreffes 
fo'^his  majeify,  the  fame,  together 
with  addreiics  from  both  houfes  to 
the  lord  lieutenant,  were  this  day 
prefented  to  hh  excellency;  and, 
with  his  excellency’s  anfwers,  are 
as  follow  : 

ihe  Kind's  Moji  Excellent  Majefy, 

^I'hs  hitmhle  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Eeniporal  in  Parliament 
a /Tern  bled, 

•4/ 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

W?  E,  your  majedy’s  mofi;  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjecls,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par¬ 
liament  afi'embled,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  majelly  with  the 
moll  dutiful  and  fincere  profefhons 
'of  our  unalterable  loyalty  and  firm 
attachment  to  your  majcfty’s  per- 
ibn,  family,  and  government. 

We  cannot  but  acknowledge  the 
many  and  great  bleflings  which  we 
have  enjoyed  during  your  aufpici- 
ous  reign,  and  moil  humbly  afTure 
your  majefly,  that,  animated  as 
we  are.  with  the  vvarmell  fentiments 
of  duty  and  gratitude,,  we  fliall 
fver  be  ready  to  fhew  our  thank* 
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fuinefs  to  your  majefly,  by  oar 
zealous  endeavours  to  fupport  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown, 
and  to  render  your  majefly’s  go-, 
vernment  happy  and  profperous  to, 
yourfelf  and  your  people. 

We  cannot  but  exprefs  to  your 
majefly  the  juft  fenfe  we  have  of 
your  majefty’s  tender  and  paternal 
regard,  in  having  be^  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  commit  thi^o vernment 
of  this  kingdom  to  his  Excellency 
John  Earl  of  Buckinghamfhire, 
who,  ill  addition  to  his  defeent 
from  anceftors  eminent  for  their 
knowledge  of  and  attachment  to 
the  laws  and  conftitution  of  their 
country,  hath  thofe  tried  and  ap¬ 
proved  abilities  which  afford  us  the 
pleafing  profpedt  that  his  adnjini- 
Itration  will  be  prqdadlive  of  the 
moft  folid  advantages,  to  this  king¬ 
dom. 

We  beg  leave  to  return  our  moft 
graceful  thanks  to  your  majelly,  fop 
having  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
give  inllruclions  to  his  excellency 
the  lord  lieutenant  to  co-operate 
with  your  parliament  in  every 
meafure  which  can  promote  the 
improvement,  infure  the  happi- 
nefs,  and  cherifh  the  true  interells, 
of  This  kingdom. 

The  addition  made  tp  your  ma-  • 
jefty’s  dpmeftick  happinefs  by  the 
birth  of  another  princefs  affords  us  ; 
the  higheft  pleafure  and  fatisfac-  : 
tion,  as  it  adds  flrenffth  to  our  i 
hopes  that  there  never  will  be  i| 
wanting  one  defeended  from  your  I 
majelly  to  tranfmit  the  bleffings  we  ti 
enjoy  to  the  lateil  pollerity. 

We  have  the  ftrongeft  fenfe,  of  1 
the  importance  of  thofe  great  ob-  i 
je£ls  recommended  to  us  from  the  | 
throne;  the  increafe  of  agriculture,  | 
the  profperity  of  the  linen  manu-  t 
failure,  and  the  educating  of  the  f 

diftiefted  i 
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c?inrcired  cliildren  of  the  nation  in 
fonnd  principles,  and  training  of 
them  to  habits  of  indullry  :  and 
we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  ma- 
jefty,  that,  in  the  confideration  of 
thofe  great  objects,  and  all  others 
that  may  come  before  us,  we  will 
proceed  with  that  attention  and  di¬ 
ligence  which  may  belt  conduce  to 
the  true  intereft  of  this  kingdom, 
and  evin'be  our  ardent  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  and  obtain  your  majefty’s  fa¬ 
vourable  countenance  and  approba¬ 
tion. 

JV.  Watts  Gayer y  7  p.  Parliament 
£a'-zv.  Gayer,  5  ariiament. 


To  the  King*s  Moji  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens  and  Burgejfes' in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajfemhled. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majeliy’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
affembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
affure  your  majedy,  that  we  have, 
from  the  fiilled  experience,  the 
mod  grateful  fenfe  of  that  be¬ 
nevolent  fpirit  which  condandy 
governs  your  royal  bread,  and 
ought  to  command  the  affections  of 
all  your  fubjedfs. 

Your  majedy’s  gracious  indruc- 
tions  to  his  excellency  the  lord 
lieutenant,  to  co-operate  with  the 
parliament  in  every  meafure  that 
can  promote  the  improvement,  in- 
fure  the  happir.efs,  and  chendi  the 
true  intereds,  oi  this  kinga^m,  are 
frefh  indanccs  ot  your  rnajeily’s  pa¬ 
ternal  care  of  your  people,  and 
claim  our  warmed  acknowledge¬ 
ments. 

Wr.h  the  utmod  dncerily  we  pre- 
fent  our  humble  congratuiatiops  to 
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your  majedy  on  the  happy  Increafe 
of  your  royal  family  by  the  birth  of 
a  princefs  ;  not  only  rejoicing  in 
that  mod  pleafing  event,  as  inter- 
efring  to  your  m.ajedy’s  domedic 
happlnefs,  butjudly  cenddering  it 
as  adding  dill  further  llrength  to 
your  royal  houfe,  and  to  that  fuc- 
cedion  on  which  the  fecurity  of  our 
religion  and  liberties  fo  effentially 
depend. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your 
majedy’s  goodnefs  in  the  protec¬ 
tion  you  have  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  to  the  agriculture 
of  this  kingdom,  which  cannot  but 
engage  the  attention  of  all  who 
wiih  to  fee  their  country  flourifh  in 
the  great  articles  of  population, 
indudry  and  plenty, 

Impreffed  with  the.  warmed  fenfe 
of  the  goodnefs  with  which  thofe 
great  objedls  of  our  national  pro- 
fperity,  the  linen  manufadlure  and 
theProtedant  Charter  Schools,  have 
been  recommended  to  us  from  the 
throne,  we  will  not  omit  to  take 
th?m  into  our  mod  ferious  confi¬ 
deration  ;  the  one  being  judly  to 
be  regarded  as  the  mod  certain 
fource  of  wealth,  and  the  other  the 
mod  effedual  means  of  reclaiming 
numbers  of  the  people  from  doth, 
ignorance  and  vice. 

Animated  no  lefs  by  our  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  effential  welfare  of  this 
kingdom,  than  by  our  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  your  majedy’s  govern¬ 
ment,  we  will  moir  chearfully 
make  fuch  a  proviiion  for  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  public  fervice,  as 
may  be  fuitable  to  the  pieient  cir- 
cumdances  of  our  country. 

W'e  cannot  do  judice  to  the. 
hopes  we  entertain  of  public  fatif- 
fadion  and  happinefs  in  the  ad- 
jjiinidration  of  the  Karl  of  Buck- 
inghamditr<A  witlicu*;  mod  thank- 

fully 
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folly  acknowledging  year  majefty’s 
coo'dnefs  in  placing  as  under  the 
government  of  a  nobleman,  whole 
abilities  and  integrity  have  been 
already  fo  amply  proved  in  a  Na¬ 
tion  of  diftinguiibed  confidence  and 
importance,  and  who,  we  are  fully 
alTured,  will  not  lail,  upon  eveiy 
occafion,  to  exert  himfelf  to  the 
ntmoll,  in  fulfilling  your  majefty  s 
moft  gracious  intentions  for  the 
benefit  and  prpfperity  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  committed  to  his  care* 

H.  Alcock^  I  cier.  Dom.  Com. 

d".  Carenv,  | 


To  his  Excelien'ey  John  Earl ^/Buck- 
inghamlhire,  Lord  lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral  and  General  Governor  of 
Ireland. 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  T mporal  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  affembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
his  majefty’s  moll:  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in 
parliament  aflembled,  return  your 
excellency  our  moft  ftneere  thanks 
for  your  fpeech  from  the  throne  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament. 

We  beg  feave  to  congratulate 
your  excellency  upon  yoist  appoint! 
ment  to  the  government  of  this 
kingdom.  His  majefty,  ever  in¬ 
fluenced  by  that  benevolent  fpirit 
whic*?!  muft  juilly  command  the 
affeftions  of  all  his  people,  could 
not  have  given  us  a  more  diftin- 
guiftied  mark  of  his ,  regard  than 
by  placing  at  the  head  of  this 
kingdom  a  nobleman  eminent  for 
his  abilities  and  experience  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs,  and  defeended  from  an- 
ceftors  illuftrious  for  their  know- 
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iedge  of  the  laws,  and  their  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  conftitution.  And 
we  ftiall  moft  chearfully  co-operate 
with  your  excellency  in  every  mea- 
fur©  which  can  promote  the  im¬ 
provement,  infure  the  happinefs, 
and  cherifti  the  true  interefts,  of 
this  kingdom  ;  fatisfied,  that  the 
profperity  of  his  people  is  the  great 
objedl  of  his  majefty’s  wifties,  and 
of  your  excellency’s  adminiftration. 

We  rejoice  with  your  excellency 
on  the  increafe  of  his  majefty ’s 
royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  ano¬ 
ther  princefs ;  as  every  fuch  event 
gives  us  an  additional  fecurity  to 
our,  religion,  laws,,  and  liberty. 

We  cannot  fufficiently  acknow¬ 
ledge  our  gratitude  to  your  excel¬ 
lency  for  the  kind  fatisfadlion  you 
exprefs  on  the  improving  ftate  of 
agriculture,  and  of  the  linen  ma- 
nufadory  in  this  country  ;  objedls 
of  the  higheft  confideration  to  us, 
and  of  which  v/e  ftiali  exert  our  ut- 


moft  efforts  to  promote  and  extend 
the  progrefs. 

The  Charter  Schools,  fo  ffrongly 
recommended  to  us  by  your  excel¬ 
lency,  will  ever  be  a  principal  ob-,  . 
jedl  of  our  care  ;  fully  fenfible  of 
the  importance  of  educating  the 
diff refled  children  of  this  nation  in 
found  principles,  and  the  early 
training  them  to  habits  of  induftry.  ^ 
•  Thoroughly  convinced  of  your 
excellency’s  good  wiihes  and  inten-  ; 
tions  for  the  fervice  and  profperity 
of  this  country,  we  entertain  the 
fulleft  and  moft;  pleafing  confidence, 
that  yoar  excellency  will  have  the 
fatisfa(ff:ion  of  finding  your  admini¬ 
ftration  equally  beneficial  to  us, 
and  eafy  and  honourable  to  your- 
felf. 

W  WatuGayer,  7  cier. Parliament. 

td-w.  Gayer y  J 
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tlis  Excelleficy' s  Anjhver, 

My  Lords, 

“  Your  lordHiips  will  accept  of 
**  my  bell;  thanks  for  this  moll 
obliging  addrefs.  It  will  ever 
“  be  my  ambition  to  cultivate  the 
“  favourable  fentiments  which  you 
“  have  conceived  of  me,  by  an 
“  invariable  attention  to  the  wel- 
fare  of  this  kingdom/’ 


^'o  his  Excellency  JoKh  Earl  ^Buck¬ 
ingham  (hire,  Lord  Lieutenant 
General^  cthd  General  Gokternor, 
(^Ireland. 

^ he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Knights ^ 
Citizens^  and  Burgej/esy  in  Par¬ 
liament  affetnbled. 


May  it  pleafe  ybiir  Excellency, 

WE,  his  majelly’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fabjeds,  the 
commons  of  Ireland  in  parliament 
alTembled,  beg  leave  to  return  to 
your  excellency  our  fincere  thanks 
for  your  moH  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

IrnprelTed  at  all  times  with  th> 
deepen  fenfe  of  his  majefty’s  pa¬ 
ternal  regard  to  the  welfare  of  his 
fubjefts,  we  fee  it  particularly  in- 
ftanced  in  his  appointing  a  chief 
governor  of  this  kingdom,  whofe 
approved  integrity,  and  vvhdfe  cul¬ 
tivated  talents  are  ornaments  to 
the  datibn  which  he  hlls  ;  and 
whofe  defcent  from  anceftors  emi¬ 
nent  for  their  learning  in  the  laws, 
and  their  zeal  for  the  prefervatioti 
of  our  conflitution,  prefage  pro- 
fperity  to  the  country  over  vVhich 
he  is  to  prefide. 

We  obferve  witn  pleafure  your 
excellency’s  early  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  agriculture,  and 
the  flourihiing  Hate  of  the  linen 
rdanufadare  ;  wC  ihall  not  fail  on 
VOi.,  XX, 
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our  part  to  pay  them  that  regard, 
which  matters  of  fuch  great  im¬ 
portance  defervt^. 

As  the  educating  the  infant  poor 
in  the  ^protefiant  religion,  and  the 
training  them  in  Habits  of  induHry, 
are  objeOls  of  humanity  as  well 
of  policy,  we  are  doubly  bound  to 
afford  proteOlion  to  the  charter 
fchools  of  this  kingdom. 

V  > 

We  ihall  accurately  confider  the 
Hale  of  the  public  accoimts,  and 
chearfully  make  fuch  a  provifion  as 
may  be  fuitableto  tHecircumHance^ 
of  this  country,  and  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  fervice. 

We  found  our  hopes  of  your  ex¬ 
cellency’s  adminiHration,  upon 
better  omens  than  thofe  of  mere 
aifurances ;  and  we  are  happy  iii 
having  a  chief  governor,  whd 
chiifes  father  to  reH  his  charailef 
upon  his  cohdufc  than  upon  his' 
profeiiions. 


11.  /Jlccc'ky  7 
S.  Care-iVy  ^ 


Cler,  Dorn. 


Com. 


Jlis  Excellency’ 's  Anfwer. 

“  My  vvarmeH  acknovv'ledgments 
“  are  due  to  the  liotifeof  commons 
for  their  moH  pleafing  and  af- 
fedlionate  addrefs,  ^  Their  good 
“  opinion  will  ever  be  my  favou- 
rite  objed.  I  Hatter  myfelf  to 
“  merit  the  continuance  of  it,  by 
“  equally,  from  duty  and  incli- 
“  nation,  fulfilling  his  majeHy’^ 
“  commands  in  promoting  thef 
“  profperity  of  Ireland.” 


Kranfatibn  of  ct  Me&torial  prefented 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  to  the  Statel 
General y  on  the  %\f  of  February 
1777. 

SINCE  the  commencement  of 
the  unnatural  rebellion^  wbibh 
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has  broke  out  m  the  EiigUrn  colo¬ 
nies  agiiinft  the  legal  conflitu- 
tion  of  the  mother  country,  the 
underfigned  arnbafiador  extra  - 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has 
had  frequent  occafions  to  addrefs 
himfelf  to  youi  high  mightineiles, 
in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  to  en¬ 
gage  them  by  all  motives  of  na¬ 
tional  intereil,  of  good  neighbour¬ 
hood,  of  friendiliip,  and  finally  of 
treaties,  to  put  a  Hop  to  the  clan- 
defline  commerce  which  is  carried 
on  between  their  fubjedls  and  the 
rebels.  If  the  meafures  which 
your  high  mightineffes  have  thought 
proper  to  take  had  been  as  effica¬ 
cious  as  your  affu ranees  have  been 
amicable,  the  underfigned  would _ 
not  now  have  been  under  the  dif- 
agreeable  neceffity  of  bringing  to 
the  cognizance  of  your  high  migh- 
tineffies,  fadts  of  the  moll  ferious 
nature. 

The  king  hath  hitherto  borne, 
with  unexampled  patience,  the 
irregular  condudl  of  your  fubjedls 
in  their  interefted  commerce  at  St. 
Euflatia,  as  alfo  in  America.  His 
majelly  has  always  flattered  him¬ 
felf,  that  in  giving  time  to  your 
high  mightineffes  to  examine  to 
the  bottom  this  conduct,  fo  ir¬ 
regular  and  fo  infufferable,  they 
would  have  taken  meafures  necef- 
fary  to  rep'refs  the  abufe,  to  re- 
ftrain  their  fubjedls  within  bounds, 
and  to  make  them  refpeft  the 
rights  and  friendffiip  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  complaints  which  I  have 
orders  to  nsake  to  their  high  migh- 
tineffes,  are  founded  upon  authen¬ 
tic  documents  annexed  to  this  me¬ 
morial,  where  their  high  mightl- 
neffes  will  fee  with  aftonifhment, 
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and  i  doubt  not  at  the  fame  time 
with  difpleafure,  that  their  new 
governor,  Mr.  Van  Graaf,  after 
having  permitted  an  illicit  com¬ 
merce  at  St.  Euflatia,  hath  paf- 
fed  his  forgetfulnefs  of  his  duty  to 
the  point  of  conniving  at  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  in  their  hoflile  equipments, 
and  the  permitting  the  feizure  of 
an  Englilh  veffel,  by  an  Ameri¬ 
can  pirate,  within  cannon  fhot  of 
that  ifland.  And  in  aggravation 
to  the  affront  given  to  the  Engliffi 
nation,  and  to  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  to  return  from  the  fortrefs 
of  his  government  the  falute  of  a 
rebel  flag.  In  return  to  the  ami¬ 
cable  reprefentations  made  by  the 
prelident  of  the  neighbouring  ifland 
of  St.  Chriflopher,  on  thefe  fads 
of  notoriety,  M.  Van  Graaf  has  - 
anfvvered  in  a  manner  the  moffc 
vague  and  unfatisfadory,  refufing 
to  enter  at  all  into  the  fubjed, 
or  into  an  explanation  of  the 
matter  with  a  member  of  his  ma- 
jeily’s  council  of  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s,  difpatched  by_  the  preli¬ 
dent  for  that  purpofe  to  St.  Eu- 
llatia. 

After  exhibiting  the  documents 
annexed,  nothing  remains  with  me 
but  to  add,  that  the  king  who  had 
read  them,  not  with  lefs  furprize 
than  indignation,  hath  ordered  me 
to  exprefsly  demand  of  your  high 
mightineffes,  a  formal  difavowal 
ef  the  falute  by  Fort  Orange,  at 
St.  Euliatia,  to  the  rebel  Ihip,  the 
difmiiTion  and  immediate  recall 
of  Governor  Van  Graaf,  and  to 
declare  further,  on  the  part  of  his 
majelly,  that  until  that  fatisfadion 
is  given,  they  are  not  to  exped 
that  his  majelly  will  fuffer  him¬ 
felf  to  be  amufed  by  mere  affur- 
ances,  or  that  he  will  delay  one 

in  11  ant 
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inf^ant  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
he  fliall  think  due  to  the  interells 
and  dignity  of  his  crown. 

(Signed)  Jos.  Yorke. 
Given  at  the  Hague,  Feb.  2 1 ,  1777. 

Memorial  delivered  by  Order  of  the 
States  General^  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  in  anjvoer  to  the 
above  Memorial,  by  the  Envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of 
their  High  Mightinef  'es, 

SIRE, 

IT  is  with  the  mofi:  profound 
refpefl,  that  the  under-figned  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  and  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  their  high  mightineifes, 
in  confequence  of  the  orders  which 
he  hath  received,  hath  the  honour 
to  reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that 
the  memorial  which  your  ambaHa- 
dor  hath  prefented  to  their  high 
mightineOes  on  the  21ft:  of  lall 
month,  has  touched  them  very 
fenfibly  ;  that  they  find  themfelves 
obliged  to  make  complaint  of  the 
reproaches  which  are  contained  in 
it,  as  if  their  high  mightinefles 
were  to  be  fufpefted  of  a  will  and 
intention  of  amufing  your  majefly 
by  amicable  affurances,  which  they 
have  falfified  by  their  acls ;  alfo 
of  the  rnenacir’4,  tone  which  reigns 
in  that  memorial,  and  appears  to 
their  high  mightinefles  too  highly 
flrained,  beyond  that  which  is  the 
accorded  and  accullomed  manner, 
and  that  ought  to  take  place  be¬ 
tween  two  fovereign  and  indepen¬ 
dent  powers,  and  efpecially  be¬ 
tween  two  neighbouring  powers, 
which  have  been,  of  fo  many  years 
continuance,  united  by  the  ties  of 
good  harmony  and  mutual  friend- 
ftiip. 

'Fheir  high  mightineffes  truft 
that  on  all  occafions,  and  parti- 
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cularly  in  refpefl  to  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  troubles  of  your  majehy’s  co¬ 
lonies  in  America,  they  have  iield 
a  condufl  towards  your  majeflyj> 
which  has  been  expelled  from  a 
good  neighbour,  and  a  friendly 
and  affectionate  power. 

Their  high  mightineffes,  Sire, 
hold  your  inajeftyhs  friendfhip  in 
the  higheft  ellimation,  and  vvifii 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power 
(as  far  as  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  their  llate  will  permit  them  to 
go)  to  cultivate  it  ftill  more  and 
more  ;  but  they  cannot  at  the  fame 
time  fo  far  reilrain  themfelves,  as 
to  difguife  the  very  poignant  fen- 
fation,  with  which  that  memorial 
hath  impreffed  them. 

It  is  alone  from  the  motive  of 
demonftrating  to  your  majefty  every 
poffible  regard,  and  to  prove  that 
their  high  mightineffes  will  not 
negleft  any  thing,  which  may  ferve 
to  invefligate  properly  the  truth  of 
the  fadls,  from  whence  the  com¬ 
plaints  made  to  them  feem  to  have 
arifen,  that  they  have  refolved  to 
inllitute  an  enquiry  in  a  manner 
the  mod  fummary,  and  cut  off  all 
trainings  of  delay. 

To  this  end  their  high  mighti- 
neffes,  paiTing  by  the  ordinary  and 
ufual  form  in  like  cafes,  requiring 
a  report  in  writing  from  their  of¬ 
ficers  and  others  employed  in  their 
colonies,  have  already  difpatched 
their  orders  to  the  commandant 
of  St.  Euftatia,  to  render  himfelf 
within  the  republic  wdthout  delay, 
and  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  give 
the  ncceffary  information  of  all 
that  has  paffed  within  the  ifiand 
of  St.  Eullatia,  and  that  which 
hath  come  to  his  knowledee  rela- 

,  O 

tive  to  the  American  colonies  and 
their  veffiels,  during  the  period  of 
his  command,  and  to  lay  hi?  con- 

tn  i  duift. 


2'.92]  S=  T  ATE  PAPER  S. 


dua,  touching  that  matter,  before 
the  eyes  of  their  high  mighti- 
iveiies. 

The  under-figned  is  charged  by 
his  orders  to  bring  the  information 
of  this  refolutioii  to  your  majeily, 
as  alfo  that  their  high  mightinelTes 
make  no  difficulty  of  dilavowing, 
in  the  moli  cxprefs  manner,  every 
afl  or  mark  of  honour  which  may 
have  been  given  by  their  offixers, 
oi'  by  any  of  their  fervants,,  to  the 
veilels  of  your  majelly’s  colonies  of 
North-America,  or  that  they  may 
give  hereafter,  fo  far  as  thole  ads 
or  marks  of  honour  may  be  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  that  any  can  con¬ 
clude  from  them  that  it  is  intended 
thereby,  in  the  leaft  degree,  to  re- 
dogniae  the  independence  of  thofe 
colonies. 

The  under- figne'd  is  allb  further 
charged  to  inform  your  majelly, 
that  their  high  mightinelTes  have, 
i'n  confeqoencey  given  their  or¬ 
ders  to  their  governors  and  coun¬ 
cils  in  the  Well-Indies*-  and  have 
enjoined  them  afrefli^  in  the 
llrongell  terms,  to  obferve  exadly 
the  placards  and  orders  againll  the 
exportation  of  military  {lores  to  the 
American  colonies  of  your  majefty, 
and  to  fee  them  executed  moll  ri- 
gorouhy. 

(Signed),  Welderen. 

Date  London,  March  26,  1777. 


Circular  Letter  of  Lord  HOvve, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  American 
Pro^-mnees, 

of  the  Coafl  of  the  ProviticeofMAfa- 
ebufett's-hay,  fine  zo^  1776. 

S  I  R, 

Be  in  G  appointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  ffiips  and  vef- 


fels  of  his  majelly^s  fleet  employed: 
in  North  America,  and  having  the 
honour  to  be  by  his  majelly  con- 
ftituted  one  of  his  commiffioners  for 
relloring  peace  to  his  colonies,,  and 
for  granting  pardons  to  fuch  of  his 
fubjetfls  therein-,  as  lhall  be  duly 
iblicitous  to  benefit  by  that  effefl 
of  his  gracious  indulgence  ;  I  take 
the  earliell  opportunity  to  inform 
you  of  my  arrival  on  the  American 
coad,  where  my  firlt  objeft  will  be 
an  early  meeting  with  General 
Howe,  whom  his  majelly  hath 
been  pleafed  to  join  with  me  in 
the  faid  commiffion. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  judged 
it  expedient  to  ilTue  the  inclofed 
declaration,  in  order  that  all  per- 
fons  may  have  immediate  informa¬ 
tion  of  his  majelly^s  mod  gracious 
intentions  :  and  I  defire  you  will 
be  pleafed  forthwith  to  caufe  the 
laid  declaration  to  be  promulgat¬ 
ed,  in  fuch  manner,  and  in  fuch 
places  within  the  province  of 

as  w  ill  render  the  fame  of  the 
mod  public  notoriety, 

Adured  of  being  favoured  with 
your  affidance  in  every  meafure  for 
the  fpeedy  and  elfedlual  redoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  I  am  to 
fequed  you  will  communicate,  from 
time  to  time,  fuch  information  as 
you  may  think  will  facilitate  the 
attainment  of  that  important  ob- 
jecl  in.  the  province  over  which  you 
prefide.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  refped  i  and  conddera- 
tion.  Sir,  your  mod  obedient  hum¬ 
ble  fervant,  Howe, 

/ 

Firf  Declarationi 

By  Richard  Vifeount  Howe^  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  King’s  Commiffioners 
for  redoring  Peace  to  his 

jefty’s 
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jefty’s  colonies  and  planta¬ 
tions  in  North  America,  &c. 

Declaration. 
WHEREAS  by  an  aft  pafied 
in  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament,  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  Maffachufett’s- bay,  Rhode 
IHand,  Connefticut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mention¬ 
ed,  it  is  enafted,  that  it  fhall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
perfon  or  perfons  appointed  and 
authorifed  by  his  majelly,  to  grant 
a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any  num¬ 
ber  or  defcription  of  perfons,  by 
proclamation  in  his  majelly’s  name, 
to  declare  any  colony  or  province, 
colonies  or  provinces,  or  any  coun¬ 
ty,  town,  port,  didrift,  or  place, 
in  any  colony  or  province,  to  be 
at  the  peace  of  his  majedy  and 
that  “  from  and  after  the  i-ffuing 
of  any  fuch  proclamation  in  any 
of  the  aforefaid  colonies  or  pro¬ 
vinces,  or  if  his  majelty  fliall  be 
•gracioufly  pleafed  to  fignify  the 
fame  by  his  royal  proclamation, 
then,  from  and  after  the  ilTuingof 
fuch  proclamation,  the  faid  “  add, 
with  refpeft  to  fuch  colony  or  pro¬ 
vince,  colonies  or  provinces,  coun¬ 
ty,  town,  port,  didrift,  or  place, 
ffiall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  ut¬ 
terly  void/’  And  whereas  the 
king,  dedrous  to  deliver  all  his 
fubjefts  from  the  calamities  of  vyar, 
and  other  o.ppredions  which  they 
now  undergo.;  and  to  reftore  the 
faid  colonies  to  his  proteftion  and 
peace,  as  foon  as  the  conditutional 
authority  of  government  therein 
may  be  replaced,  hath  been  gra- 
cloudy  pleafed,  by  letters  patent 
the  great  feal,  dated  the 
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6th  day  of  May,  in  the  fixtecnth 
year  of  his  majedy’s  reign,  to  no¬ 
minate  and  appoint  me,  Richard 
Vifeount  Howe,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  William  Howe,  Efq; 
general  of  his  forces  in  North 
America,  and  each  of  us,  joint, Jy 
and  feverally,  to  be  his  majedy’s 
commiflioner  and  coinmidioners  for 
granting  his  free  and  general  par¬ 
dons  to  all  ihofe,  who  in  the  tu¬ 
mult  and  diforder  of  the  times, 
may  have  deviated  from  their  jud 
allegiance,  and  who  are  willirwg, 
by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty, 
to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  royal 
favour  :  and  alfo  for  declaring^  in 
bis  majedy’s  name:,  any  colony, 
province,  county^  town,  port, 
didrift  or  place,  to  be  at  the  peace 
of  his  majedy  ;  I  do  therefore 
hereby  declare^  Th^-t  due  confider- 
ation  fhall  be  had  to  the  merito¬ 
rious  fervices  of  all  perfons  who 
fhall  aid  and  affid  in  reilorinp  the 

^  O 

public  tranquillity  in  the  faid  colo¬ 
nies,  or  in  any  part  or  parts  there¬ 
of;  that  pardons  diall  be  granted, 
dutiful  reprefentations  received, 
and  every  -fuitable  encouragement 

•  ^  O 

'given  for  promoting  fuch  meafures 
as  fhall  be  conducive  to  -the  eda- 
blidrment  of  legal  government  and 
peace,  in  purfuance  of  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  mod  gracious  purpofes  afore¬ 
faid. 

Given  on  board  Kis  majedy’s 
drip  the  Eagle,  off  the  toads 
of  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fett’s-bay,  the  20th  of  June^ 

Howe. 

Refalution  of  ‘t^e  Congrefs  upoji  the 
ahoue  Declaration, 

In  Congrefs,  July  ig. 
RESOLyED,  That  a  copy  of 
ihe  circular  letters,  and  of  the  de- 
[rj  3  ,  claratiou 
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claration  they  inclofed  frora  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Penh, 
Mr.  Lden,  Lord  Dun  more,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Sir  James  Wright, 
late  Governors,  fent  to  Amboy  by 
a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  Gen.  WaQiington,  be  publifhed 
in  the  feveral  Gazettes,  that  the 
good  people  of  thefe  United  States 
may  be  informed  of  what  nature 
are  the  com rniflioners,  and  what 
?.he  iernu^  with  the  expedtation  of 
which  the  infidious  court  of  Great 
'Britain  has  endeavoured  to  amufe 
and  difarm  them ;  and  that  the 
few  who  ftill  remain  fufpended  by 
a  hope  founded  either  in  the  juf- 
tice  or  moderation  of  their  late 
king  may  now  at  length  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liber¬ 
ties. 

Extract  from  the  journals. 

(Signed) 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 

A  Second  Declaration  of  the  Ameri- 
ca'fi  Commifioners. 

By  Richard  Vifeount  Howe,  of 
the  Kingdom  oflrcdand,  and 
William  Howe,  Efcj;  Gene¬ 
ral  of  his  Majedy’s  Forces  in 
America,  the  King’s  Corn- 
miffiGners  for  redoring  Peace 
to  his  Majedyhs  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  &c. 

Declaration. 

A  L  T  FI  O U  G  FI  the  Congrefs, 
whom  the  mifguided  Americans 
fnffer  to  direcl  their  oppofition  to 
a  re-edabiidiment  of  the  conditu- 
tional  government  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  have  difavowed  every  pur- 
jiole  of  reconciliation  not  con  fo¬ 
rm  nt  with  their  extravagant  and 

inadmi-UbJe  claim  of  independcu- 
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cy,  the  king’s  commidioners  think 
fit  to  declare,  that  they  are  equal¬ 
ly  defirous  to  confer  with  his  ma- 
jedy’s  well-affefted  fubjedts  upon 
the  means  of  redoring  the  public 
tranqui’ility,  and  edablifhing  a 
permanent  union  with  every  co¬ 
lony  as  a  part  of  the  Britidi  em¬ 
pire. 

The  king  being  mod  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  diredt  a  revifion  of  fucli 
of  his  royal  indrudlions  as  may  be 
condrued  to  lay  an  improper  re- 
draint  upon  the  freedom  of  legi- 
flation  in  any  of  his  colonies,  and 
to  concur  in  the  revifal  of  all  adls 
by  which  his  fubjedls  there  may 
think  themfeives  aggrieved,  it  is 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  at 
large  to  refledl  ferioully  upon  their 
prelent  condition,  and  to  judge 
for  themfeives,  whether  it  be  mors 
confident  v/ith  their  honour  and 
happinefs  to  offer  up  their  lives 
as  a  facrifice  to  the  unjud  and 
precarious  caiife  in  wTicli  they 
are  engaged,  or  to  return  to  their 
allegiance,  accept  the  bleffings  of 
peace,  and  be  fecured  in  a  free 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty  and  pro¬ 
perties  upon  the  true  principles  of 
the  coudi  ution. 

Given  at  New- York,  the  19th 
day  of  September,  1776. 

H  o  \y  E . 

W.  Howe. 

By  command  cf  their  excellencies, 
Henry  Strachey. 

1  bird  Declaration^ 

By  Richard  V  ifeount  Flowe,  of 
the  FCingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
Wiiiiam-  Howe,  Efq;  Gene¬ 
ral  of  his  Majedy’s  Forces  in 
America,  the  King’s  Com- 
midioners  for  redoring  Peace 
to  hk  Majedy’s  Colonies  and 

Plantatjoag 
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Plantations  in  North-Ameri- 

ca,  &c. 

Proclamation. 
WHEREAS  by  our  declara¬ 
tions  of  the  20th  of  June  and  ■19th 
of  September  laft,  in  purfuance  of  his 
majeily’s  moll  gracious  intentions 
towards  his  fubjefts  in  the  colo¬ 
nies  or  provinces  of  New  Harnp- 
fliire,  Mafiachufett’s-bay,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connefticut,  New-York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three 
Lower  Counties  on  Dalaware,  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  all 
perfons  fpeedily  returning  to  their 
juft  allegiance  were  promifed  a  free 
and  general  pardon,  and  were  in¬ 
vited  to  accept,  not  only  the  blcf- 
fings  of  peace,  but  a  fecure  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  their  liberties  and  proper¬ 
ties,  upon  the  true  principles  of 
the  conftitution  :  And  whereas, 

notwithftanding  the  faid  declara- 
’  •  ^ 

tions,  and  the  example  of  many 
who  have  availed  themfelves  of 
the  afturances  therein  made,  feve- 
ral  bodies  of  armed  men,  in  open 
contempt  of  his  majefty’s  proffered 
clemency,  do  ftill  continue  their 
oppofition  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
legal  government  and  peace;  and 
divers  other  ill  difpofed  perfons, 
purfuing  their  own  ambitious  pur- 
pofes  in  the  exercife  of  a  lawlcfs 
influence  and  power,  are  ufing 
frefti  endeavours,  by  various  arts 
and  mifreprefentaticns,  to  alienate 
the  confidence  and  affedion  of  his 
majefty’s  fubjecls  ;  to  defeat  every 
plan  of  reconciliation,  and  to  pro¬ 
long  the  unnatural  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  : 
Now,  in  order  to  the  more  effec¬ 
tual  accomplifliment  of  his  majefty’s 
moft  gracious  intentions,  and  the 
fpeedy  reftoration  of  the  public 
tranquillity  ;  and  duly  conffder- 
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ing  the  expediency  of  limiting  the 
time  within  which  fuch  pardon  as 
aforefaid  fhall  be  granted,  and  of 
fpecifying  the  terms  upon  which 
only  the  fame  fhall  and  may  be 
obtained,  We  do  in  his  majefty’s 
name,  and  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
committed  to  us,  hereby  charge 
and  command  all  perfons  whatfo- 
ever,  who  are  affembled  together 
in  arms  againft  his  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  to  difband  themfelves 
and  return  to  their  dwelling,  there 
to  remain  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
manner  :  And  we  alfo  charge  and 
command  all  fuch  other  perfons 
as  are  affembled  together  under 
the  name  of  General  or  Provin¬ 
cial  Congreffes,  committees,  con¬ 
ventions,  or  /Other  affociations,  by 
whatever  name  or  names  known 
and  diftinguiftied,  or  who,  under 
the  colour  of  any  authority  from 
any  fuch  Congrefs,  committee, 
convention,  and  other  aftbciation, 
take  upon  them  to  ifiue  or  exe¬ 
cute  any  orders  for  levying  money, 
raiffng  troops,  fitting  out  armed 
Ihips  and  veflels,  imprifoning,  or 
otherwife  molefting  his  majefty’s 
fubjedts,  to  deft  ft  and  ceafe  from 
all  fuch  treafonable  adlings  and 
doings,  and  to  relinquifti  all  fuch 
ufurped  power  and  authority,  fo 
that  peace  may  be  reftored,  a  fpee- 
dy  remiflion  of  pall  offences  quiet 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  guilty, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
colonies  be  enabled  to  reap  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  majefty’s  paternal  good- 
nefs  in  the  prelcrvation  of  their 
property,  the  reftoration  of  their 
commerce,  and  the  lecurity  of  their 
moft  valuable  rights,  under  the 
juft  and  moderate  authority  of  the 
crow'n  and  parliament  of  Great 

Britain  ;  And  wg  do  hereby  de¬ 
clare,  and  make  known  to  all 

[Y]  4  men, 


STATE  PAPERS. 


296] 

men,  that  every  perfon,  who  with¬ 
in  lixty  days  from  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof  fhall  appear  before  the 
governor,  or  lieutenant-goveinor, 
or  commander  in  chief,  in  any  of 
his  majeiiy’s  colonies  or  provinces 
aforefaid,  or  before  the  general  or 
commanding  olticer  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  in  America,  or  any  other 
officer  in  his  majefty’s  fervice  hav¬ 
ing  the  command  of  any  detach¬ 
ment  or  parties  of  his  majeily’s 
forces  there,  ©r  before  the  admiral 
or  commander  in  chief  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fleets,  or  any  other  officer 
commanding  any  of  his  majefty’s 
jhips  of  war,  or  any  arrned  veffel 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice,  within  any 
of  the  ports,  havens,  creeks,  or 
upon  the  coafls  of  America,  and 
lliall  claim  the  benefit  of  this  pro¬ 
clamation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
teflify  his  obedience  to  the  laws, 
by  fubfcribing  a  declaration  in  the 
words  following  :  “  /,  A.  B.  do 
promife  and  declare,  that  I  <will  re¬ 
main  in  a  peaceable  obedience  to  hijs 
majejly,  and  <vjill  not  ta.ke  up  arms, 
nor  encourage  others  to  take  up  arms, 
in  oppofition  to  his  authority  fliall 
and  may  obtain  a  full  and  free 
pardon  of  all  treafons  and  mifpri- 
flons  of  treafons,  by  him  hereto¬ 
fore  committed  or  done,  and  of 
all  forfeitures,  attainders,  and  pe¬ 
nalties  for  the  fame ;  and  upon 
producing  to  us,  or  to  either  of 
ps,  a  certificate  of  fuch  his  appear¬ 
ance  and  declaration,  fliall  and 
may  have  and  receive  fuch  par¬ 
don  made  and  palled  to  him  in 
(due  form. 

Given  at  New-York  this  thir¬ 
tieth  day  of  November,  1776. 

Howe. 

V/.  Howe. 

^y  command  of  their  excellencies, 
Henry  Strachhy. 


Copy  cf  the  free  Pardon  granted  hy 
his  Majejiy'’s  Commiffioners,  to  fuch 
Perfons  as  claimed  the  Benejit  of  the 
abo^e  Declarations^ 

(L.  S.)  Howe. 

GEORGE  the  Third,  by  the 
Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  king,  de¬ 
fender  of  the  faith,  and  fo  forth, 
to  all  men  to  whom  thefe  prefen ts 
ihall  come,  greeting  ;  know  ye, 
that  we,  of  our  efpecial  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo¬ 
tion,  and  out  of  the  zeal  and  af- 
fe£lion  which  we  have  and  bear  tq 
our  fubjedls,  have  pardoned,  re- 
mifed,  and  releafed,  a4id  by  tliefe 
prefents  do  pardon,  remife,  and 
feleafe,  to  A.  B.  merchant  of  the 
town  of  in  the  province 

of  otherwile  called 

or  by  whatfoever 
other  name  or  lirname,  dignity, 
office,  or  place,  the  faid  A.  B. 
lhall  be  reputed,  called,  or 
named,  all  and  Angular  treafons;^ 
as  well  high  treafons  as  petit  trea¬ 
fons,  rebellions,  infurreftions,  and 
confpiracies,  againfl:  us,  our  crown 
and  dignity,  and  alfo  all  manner 
of  mifpriflons  of  treafon,  or  other 
mifprifons  by  him  the  faid  A.  B. 
at  any  time  heretofore  had,  done 
or  perpetrated,  whether  the  faid 
A.  B.  of  the  premifes,  or  any  of 
them,  fhould  have  been  indidted, 
appealed,  fued  and  adjudged,  out¬ 
lawed,  convifted,  condemned,  or 
attainted  or  not.  We  alfo  par¬ 
don,  remife,  and  releafe  by 
thefe  prefents,  to  the  aforefaid 
A.  B.  all  and  Angular  judgments, 
pains  of  death,  punifliments,  and 
ilTues  and  profits  of  all  domains, 
manors,  lands,  tenements,  and 
other  hereditaments,  of  him  the 
Aiid  A.  B.  on  occafion  of  the  pre¬ 
mifes. 
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niifes,  or  any  of  them,  by  him  the 
laid  A.  B.  forfeited  or  loil,  and  to 
us,  by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  due, 
belonging,  or  appertaining. 

Given  at  New  York,  this 
day  of  December,  1776. 

By  command  of  his  excellency, 
Henry  Strachey. 

r""'  »  . . — . >■ 

American  Oath  of  Allegiance, 

7/jCokcress,  OBoher  ily  177.6, 

RESOLVED,  That  every  offi¬ 
cer  who  holds  or  ffiall  hereafter 
hold  a  commiffion,  or  office  from 
Coi^refs,  ffiall  fubfcribe  the  fol¬ 
lowing  declaration,  and  take  the 
following  oath,  viz. 

*<  j - j  do  acknowledge 

the  thirteen  united  Hates  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  namely,  New-Hampffiire, 
Maffachufett’s-Bay,  Rhode-llland, 
Connecticut,  New -York,  New- 
Jerfey,  Fennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
to  be  freCy  independenty  and  Jo^oe- 
Xeign  fates ;  and  declare  that  the 
people  thereof  have  no  allegiance 
or  obedience  to  George  the  third. 
King  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  1  re¬ 
nounce,  refufe,  and  abjure  any  al¬ 
legiance  or  obedience  to  him.  Arjd 
i  do  fwear,  that  I  will,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  my  power,  fupport,  main¬ 
tain,  and  faid  united 

Hates  againH  the  faid  king  George 
rhe  third,  and  his  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceiTors,  and  his  and  their  abettors, 
affiHants  and  adherents ;  and  will* 
ferve  the  faid  united  Hates  in  the 

office  of - ,  which  I  now  hold, 

and  in  any  other  office  which  I 
may  hereafter  hold,  by  their  ap¬ 
pointment,  or  under  their  autho¬ 
rity,  with  Hdelity  and  honour,  and 
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according  to  the  beH  of  my  (kill 
and  underHanding. 

So  help  me  God, 
By  order  of  Congrefs, 

John  Hancock,  Prefident, 


proclamation  by  his  Excellency  George 
Waihington,  E/q,  General  and 
Cotnmander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
Forces  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

WHEREAS  feveral  perfons, 
inhabitants  of  the  united  Hates  of 
America,  influenced  by  inimical 
motives,  intimidated  by  the  threats 
of  the  enemy,  or  deluded  by  a  pro¬ 
clamation  ifiued  the  30th  of  No¬ 
vember  laH,  by  Lord  and  General 
Howe,  Hiled  the  king’s  commif- 
lioners  for  granting  pardons,  &c. 
(now  at  open  war,  and  invading 
thefe  Hates)  have  been  fo  loH  to 
the  intereH  and  welfare  of  their 
country,  as  to  repair  to  the  enemy, 
fign  a  declaration  of  iidelity,  and 
in  Tome  inHances  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle* 
giance,  and  engaged  not  to  take 
up  arms,  or  encourage  others  fo 
to  do,  againH  the  Ring  of  Great 
Britain.  And  whereas  it  has  be¬ 
come  neceflary  .to  diHinguiffi  be¬ 
tween  the  friends  of  America  and 
thofe  of  Great  Britain,  inhabitants 
of  thefe  States ;  and  that  every 
man  who  receives  protedion  from, 
and  as  a  fubjeft  of,  any  State  (not 
being  confeientioufly  fcrupulous 
againH  bearing  arms)  fliould  Hand 
ready  to  defend  the  fame  againH 

C  .  G 

hoHile  invafion  ;  I  do,  therefore, 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  committed  to 
me  by  Congrefs,  hereby  Hrl£lly 
command  and  require  every  perfon, 
having  fubferibed  fuch  declaration, 

taken 
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taken  fach  oaths,  and^  accepted 
foch  proteftioa  and  certificate,  to 
repair  to  head  quarters,  or  to  the 
quarters  of  the  neareft  general  of- 
hcer  of  the  Continental  army,  or 
militia,  (until  further  provifion  can 
be  made  by  civil  authority)  and 
there  deliver  up  fuch  protedion, 
certificate  and  pafTports,  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  of  America:  Neverthe- 
lefs  hereby  granting  full  liberty  to 
all  fucb  as  prefer  the  intereft  and 
protedion  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
freedom  and  happinefs  of  their 
country,  forthwith  to  withdraw 
themfelves  and  families  within 
the  enemy’s  lines.  And  I  do 
hereby  declare,  that  all  and  every 
perfon  who  may  negled  or  refufe 
to  comply  with  this  order,  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
will  be  deemed  adherents  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  treated 
as  common  enemies  to  thefe  Ame¬ 
rican  ftates. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters, 

Morris  Town. 

Byh  is  excellency's  command, 
Robert  H. Harrison, Sec. 


papers  relating  to  the  Capitulation  of 
Lieutenant  General  BurgoyneV 
Army  at  Saratoga. 

No.  I. 

O8oher  13,  1 777. 

IIEUT.-GEN.  Burgoyneis  de- 
j  firous  of  fending  a  field-officer 
with  a  melfage  to  Major-General 
Gates,  upon  a  matter  of  high  mo¬ 
ment  to  both  armies.  He  requefis 
to  be  informed  at  what  hour  Gene¬ 
ral  Gates  will  receive  him  to-mor¬ 
row  morning. 

Major-General  Gates, 
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ANSWER. 

MAJ.-GEN.  Gates  will  receive 
a  field-officer  from  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  at  the  advanced  poll 
©f  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
at  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  morning, 
froni  whence  he  will  be  conducted 
to  head  quarters. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  9  o’clock, 

P.  M.  0£toberi3,  1777* 
Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne, 

No:  II. 

AA?/orKingfion  delinjeredths  follo'-w- 
ing  Mejfage  to  Major-General 
Gates,  October  14,  1777. 

AFTER  having  fought  you 
twice,  Lieutenant-General  Bur¬ 
goyne  has  waited  fome  days,  in 
his  prefent  pofition,  determined  to 
try  a  third  conflict  again!!  any  force 
you  could  bring  to  attack  him. 

He  is  apprifed  of  the  fuperiority 
of  your  numbers,  and  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  your  troops  to  impede  his 
fupplies,  and  render  his  retreat  a 
feene  of  carnage  on  both  fides.  In 
this  fituation  he  is  impelled  by  hu¬ 
manity,  and  thinks  himfeif  jufti- 
fied  by  eftabliflied  principles  and 
precedents  of  hate,  and  of  war,  to 
fpare  the  lives  of  brave  men  upon 
honourable  terms  :  fhould  Major- 
General  Gates  be  inclined  to  treat 
upon  that  idea,  General  Burgoyne 
would  propofe  a  ceffiation  of  arms 
during  the  time  necefTary  to  com¬ 
municate  the  preliminary  terms  by 
which,  in  any  extremity,  he  and 
his  army  mean  to  abide. 

No.  III. 

Major-General  Gates’i  Propcfals^  to¬ 
gether  nvith  Lieutenant-General 
Burgoyne’/  AnjAers. 

I.  GENERAL  Burgoyne’s  army 
being  exceedingly  reduced  by  re¬ 
peated  defeats,  by  defertion,  fick- 

nefs. 


STATE 

nefs,  &c.  their  provifions  exhauft- 
ed,  their  military  horfes,  ’  tents, 
and  baggage  taken  or  deilroyed, 
their  retreat  cut  off,  and  their  camp 
invefted,  they  can  only  be  allowed 
to  furrender  prilbners  of  war. 

Anfnjoer.  Lieut. -General  Bur- 
goyne’s  army,  however  reduced, 
will  never  admit  that  their  retreat 
is  cut  off,  while  they  have  arms 
in  their  hands. 

\ 

II. '  The  officers  and  foldiers  may 
keep  the  baggage  belonging  to 
them.  The  generals  of  the  United 
States  never  permit  individuals  to 
be  pillaged. 

III.  The  troops  under  his  Excel¬ 
lency  General  Burgoyne  will  be 
conduced  by  the  moft  convenient 
route  to  New-England,  marching 
by  eafy  marches,  and  fufficiently 
provided  for  by  the  w'ay. 

Jrjkver,  This  article  is  anfwered 
by  General  Burgoyne’s  firit  propo- 
fal,  which  is  here  annexed. 

IV.  The  officers  will  be  ad¬ 
mitted  on  parole  ;  may  wear  their 
fide  arms,  and  will  be  treated  with' 
the  liberality  cuEomary  in  Europe, 
fo  long  as  they,  by  proper  beha¬ 
viour,  continue  to  delerve  it;  but 
thofe  who  are  apprehended  having 
broke  their  parole,  as  fome  Britiffi 
officers  have  done,  muiUexpedt  to 
be  clofe  confined. 

Anjnver,  I’here  being  no  officer 
in  this  army  under,  or  capable  of 
being  under,  the  defcription  of 
breaking  parole,  this  article  needs 
no  anfwer. 

V.  All  public  ftores,  artille¬ 
ry,  arms,  ammunition,  cartiage.s, 
horfes,  &:c.  &c.  mull  be  delivered 
to  commilTaries  appointed  to  re¬ 
ceive  them. 

Jnf^er.  All  public  ftores.  may 
be  delivered,  arms  excepted. 

VL  Thefe  terms  being  agreed 
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to,  and  figned,  the  troops  under  his 
Excellency  Gen.  Burgoyne’s  com¬ 
mand,  may  be  drawn  up  in  their 
encampments,  where  they  will  be 
ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and 
may  thereupon  be  marched  to  the 
river- fide,  to  be  palled  over  in. 
their  way  towards  Bennington. 

Anjnver.  This  article  inadmiffi- 
ble  in  any  extremity.  ^Sooner  than 
this  army  will  confent  to  ground 
their  arms  in  their  encampment, 
they  will  ruffi  on  the  enemy,  de¬ 
termined  to  take  no  quarter. 

VII.  A  ceffaticn  of  arms  to  con¬ 
tinue  till  fun- fet,  to  receive  Gene¬ 
ral  Buivovne’s  anfw'er. 

(Signed]  Horatio  Gates, 
Ca?np  at  Saratoga,  OSl.  14,  1777. 

No.  IV. 

MAJOR  KingEon  met  the  Ad¬ 
jutant-General  of  Major-General 
Gates’s  army,  Cclober  the  14th, 
at  fun-fer,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowinp-  meiTap-e  : 

O  O 

If  General  Gates  does  not  mean 
to  recede  from  the  6th  article,  the 
treaty  end?  at  once. 

The  army  will,  to  a  man,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  any  aft  of  defperation,  ra¬ 
ther  than  fubmit  to  that  article. 

The  cefiation  of  arms  ends  this 
evening. 

No.  V. 

Lieutenant-General  Eurgoyne’r  Pro- 
pofals,  together  njjith  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Gates’r  ylnfwers. 

THE  annexed  anfwers  beint* 

O 

given  to  Mijor- General  Gates’s 
propofals,  it  remains  for  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Burp-ovne,  and  the 
army  under  his  command,  to  Hate 
the  following  preliminary  articles 
on  their  part. 

1.  The  troops  to  march  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 

war. 
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war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in 
trenchments,  which  will  be  left  as 
hereafter  may  be  regulated. 

I.  The  troops  to  march  out  of 
their  camp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river  where  the  old  fort  Hood, 
where  their  arms  and  artillery  mull; 
be  left. 

II.  A  free  palTage  to  be  granted 
to  this  army  to  Great-Britain,  upon 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North-America  during  the  prefent 
conteft  ;  and  a  proper  port  to  be 
aihgned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops  whenever  Ge¬ 
neral  Howe  fhail  fo  order. 

II.  Agreed  to  for  the  port  of 
Bofton. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  which  this  army  or  any  part  of 
it  may  be  exchanged,  the  forego¬ 
ing  article  to  be  void,  as  far  as 
fuch  exchange  lhall  be  made. 

HI.  Agreed. 

IV.  All  officers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes,  and  other 
cattle ;  and  no  baggage  to  be  mo- 
lelled  or  fearched,  the  lieutenant- 
general  giving  his  honour  that  there 
are  no  public  (lores  fecreted  there¬ 
in.  Major-General  Gates  will  of 
courfe  take  the  neceffary  meafures 
for  the  fecurity  of  this  article. 

IV.  Agreed. 

V.  Upon  the  march  the  officers 
are  not  to  be  feparated  from  their 
men ;  and  in  quarters  the  officers 
ihall  be  lodged  according  to  rank  ; 
and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from 
aifembling  their  men  for  roll-call¬ 
ing,  and  other  necelfary  purpofes 
pf  regularity. 

V.  Agreed  to,  as  far  as  circum- 
llances  will  admit. 

VI.  There  are  various  corps  in 
jthis  army  comppfed  of  failors, 
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batteau-men,  artificers,  drivefs, 
independent  companies,  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  army ;  and  it  is 
expefted  that  thofe  perfons,  of 
whatever  country,  fhail  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  fulled  fenfe,  and  utmoft 
extent  of  the  above  articles,  and 
comprehended  in  every  refpedt  as 
Britifh  fubjeds. 

VI.  Agreed  to  in  the  fulled  ex?- 
tent. 

VII.  All  Canadians,  and  per¬ 
fons  belonging  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  in  Canada,  to  be  permitted 
to  return  there. 

VII.  Agreed. 

VIII.  Pafiports  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  granted  for  three  officers,  not 
exceeding  the  rank  of  captain,  who. 
fhail  be  appointed  by  General  Bur- 
goyne  to  carry  difpatches  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
and  to  Great-Britain  by  the  way  of 
New- York,  and  the  public  faith 
to  be  engaged  that  thele  difpatches 
are  not  to  be  opened. 

Vni.  Agreed.  ^ 

IX.  The  foregoing  articles  are 
to  be  confideredonly  as  prelimina¬ 
ries  for  framing  a  treaty,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  others  may  arife 
to  be  confidered  by  both  parties  ; 
for  which  purpofe  it  is  propofed 
that  two  officers  of  each  army 
fhail  meet  and  report  their  delibe¬ 
rations  to  their  refpe6Iive  gene¬ 
rals. 

IX.  This  capitulation  to  be  fi- 
nifhed  by  two  o’clock  this  day, 
and  the  troops  march  from  their 
encampment  at  five,  and  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  move  towards  Bofton  to¬ 
morrow  morning. 

Xi,  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne  will  fend  his  deputy  adju¬ 
tant-general  to  receive  Major-Ge¬ 
neral  Gates’s  anfwer  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

X.  Com- 
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X.  Complied  with. 

(Signed)  Horatio  Gates. 

Sarato^ay  OeJ.  15,  1777. 

No.  VI. 

THE  eight  firft  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticles  of  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne’s  propofals,  and  the  2d,  3d, 
and  4th  of  thofe  of  Major-General 
Gates  of  yefterday,  being  agreed 
to,  the  foundation  of  the  propofed 
treaty  is  out  of  difpute ;  but  the 
feveral  fubordinate  articles  and  re¬ 
gulations  neceffarily  fpringing  from 
thefe  preliminaries,  and  requiring 
explanation  and  precilion  between 
the  parties,  before  a  definitive  trea¬ 
ty  can  befafely  executed,  a  longer 
time  than  that  mentioned  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Gates  in  his  anfwer  to  the  9th 
article  becomes  indirpenfably  ne- 
cefTary.  Lieutenant-General  Bur- 
goyne  is  willing  to  appoint  two 
officers  immediately  to  meet  two 
others  from  Major-General  Gates, 
to  propound,  difcufs,  and  fettle 
thofe  fubordinate  articles,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  treaty,  in  due  form, 
may  be  executed  as  foon  as  poflible. 

(Signed)  yohn  Burgoyne, 
Camp  at  Saratogay  Q^.  15,  1777. 

Major  Kingllon  has  authority  to 
fettle  the  place  for  a  meeting  of  the 
officers  propofed. 

Settled  by  Major  Kingfton  on 
the  ground  where  Mr.  Schuyler’s 
houfe  flood. 

No.  vir. 

IN  thecourfe  of  the  night,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Burgoyne  has  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  that  a  confider- 
able  force  has  been  detached  from 
the  army  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Gates  during  the 
courfe  of  the  negotiations  of  the 
treaty  depending  between  them. 
Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne  con¬ 
ceives  this,  if  true,  to  be  not  only 
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a  violation  of  the  ceflation  of  arm&, 
but  fubverfive  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  treaty  originated,  viz.  a 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers  in  Ge¬ 
neral  Gates’s  army.  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  therefore  re¬ 
quires  that  two  officers  on  his  part 
be  permitted  to  fee  that  the  ftrength. 
of  the  forces  now  oppofed  to  him 
is  fuch  as  will  convince  him  that 
no  fuch  detachments  have  been 
made  ;  and  that  the  fame  principle 
of  fuperiority  on  which  the  treaty 
firft  began  ftill  exifts. 

\6th  OPlober. 

No.  VIII. 

Articles  of  Contention  bet<ween  Lieur-* 

tenant-General  ^wrgoynt  arid  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Gates. 

1. 

THE  troops  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  march  out  of 
their  pamp  with  the  honours  of 
war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  to  the  verge  of  the 
river  where  the  old  fort  flood, 
where  the  arms  and  artillery  are  to 
be  left:  the  arms  to  be  piled  by 
word  of  command  from  their  own 
officers. 

II.  A  free  pafTage  to  be  granted 
the  army  under  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne  to  Great-Britain,  on 
condition  of  not  ferving  again  in 
North-America  during  the  prefent 
conteft  ;  and  the  port  of  Bofton  is 
affigned  for  the  entry  of  tranfports 
to  receive  the  troops  whenever  Ge¬ 
neral  Howe  fhall  fo  order. 

III.  Should  any  cartel  take  place, 
by  which  the  army  under  General 
Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may 
be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  arti¬ 
cle  to  be  void,  as  far  as  fuch  ex¬ 
change  fhall  be  made. 

IV.  The  army  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  march  to 

MafTa- 
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Mafiachufetts  Bay,  by  the  eafiell, 
moil  expeditious  and  convenient 
route  ;  and  to  be  quartered  in, 
near,  or  as  convenient  as  pofTible 
to  Boilon,  that  the  inarch  of  the 
troops  may  not  be  delayed  when 
tranfports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

V.  The  troops  to  be  fupplied 
on  their  march,  and  daring^  their 
being  in  quarters,  with  provifions, 
by  Major-General  Gates’s  orders, 
at  the  fame  rate  of  rations  as  the 
troops  of  his  own  army  ;  and,  if 
poiiible,  the  officers  horfes  and  cat¬ 
tle  are  to  be  fupplied  with  forage 
at  the  ufual  rates. 

VI.  All  officers  to  retain  their 
carriages,  bat-horfes,  and  other 
cattle  ;  and  no  baggage  to  be  mo- 
Idled  or  fearched,  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  giving  lus  honour 
that  there  are  no  public  ilores  fe- 
creted  therein.  Major-General 
Gates  will  of  courfe  rrdie  the  ne- 
ceffary  meafures  for  a  due  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  article.  Should  any 
carriages  be  wanted  during  the 
inarch,  for  the  tranfporlation  of 
officers  baggage,  they  are,  ifpof- 
lible,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  country 
at  the  ufual  rates. 

VII.  Upon  the  march,  and. dur¬ 
ing  the  time  the  army  fhall  remain 
in  quarters  in  the  Maffiachufetts 
Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as 
circLindlances  will  admit,  to  be  fe- 
paraced  from  their  men.  The  offi¬ 
cers  are  to-  be  quartered  according 
to  their  rank,  and  are  not  to  be 
hindered  Irom  affiembling  their 
men. for  roll-callings,  and  other 
neceffary  purpofes  of  regularity. 

,  Vill.  All  corps  whatever  of  Ge¬ 
neral  B.urgoyne’s  army,  whether 
cornpofed  of  faiiors,  batteau-men, 
artifie'ers,  drivers,  independent 
companies,  and  followers  of  the 
army,  of  whatever  country,  (hail 
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be  included  in  the  fulleil  fenfe  and 
utmofl  extent  of  the  above  articles, 
and  comprehended  in  every  refpecl 
as  Britilh  fa bjeds. 

iX.  All  Canadians,  and  perfons 
belonging  to  the  Canadian  eha- 
blifhment,  conhiling  of  faiiors, 
batteau-men,  artificers,  drivers, 
independent  companies,  and  many 
other  followers  of  the  army,  who 
come  under  no  particular  delcrip- 
tion,  are  to  be  permitted  to  return 
there  ;  they  are  to  be  condaded 
immediately,  by  the  ffiortelLroute, 
to  the  firfi;  Britifli  poft  on  Lake 
George,  are  to  be  fupplied  with 
provifions  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  other  troops,  and  are  to  be 
bound  by  the  fame  condition  of 
not  lerving  during  the  prefent  con- 
tefi  in  North- America. 

X.  Paffports  to  be  immediately 
granted  for  three  ofiieers,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  rank  of  captains,  who 
fhall  be  appointed  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  carry  dif- 
patches  to  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir 
Guy  C  arleton,  and  to  Great-Bri- 
tain  by  the  way  of  New  York; 
and  Major-General  Gates  engages 
the  public  faith  that  thefe  dif- 
patches  fiiall  not  be  opened.  Thefe 
officers  are  to  fet  out  immediately 
after  receiving  their  diroarches, 
and  are  to  travel  the  fhortefi:  route, 
and  in  the  moll:  expeditious  man¬ 
ner. 

XL  During  the  fiay  of  the  troops 
in  the  Mafiachufeits  Bay,  the  offi¬ 
cers  are  to  be  admitted  on  parole, 
and  are  to  be  permitted- to  wear 
their  fide-arms. 

XII.  Should  the  army  under 
Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  find 
it  necefiary  to  fend  for  their 
cloathing  and  other  baggage  from 
Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted 
to  do  it  in  the  mofi;  ....  manner, 

and 
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and  the  necefTary  pafiports  granted 
for  that  purpofe. 

XIII.  'rhefe  articles  are  to  be 
mutually  fjgned  and  exchanged  to¬ 
morrow  morning  at  nine  o’clock  ; 
and  the  troops  under  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  are  to  march 
out  of  their  intrenchments  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Horatio  Gates ^  Maj.  Gen. 

Camp  at  Saratoga^ 

06i.  i6,  1777. 

(True  Copy.) 
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To  prevent  any  doubts  that 
might  arife  from  Lieutenant-Gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne’s  name  not  being 
mentioned  in  the  above  treaty, 
Major-General  Gates  hereby  de¬ 
clares  that  he  is  underftood  to  be 
comprehended  in  it  as  fully  as  if 
his  name  had  been  fpecifically  men¬ 
tioned. 

Horatio  Gates, 
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CHAR 


ExtraSi  from  the  Life  of  the  late  Lord 
Bijhop  of  Rocheiler,  n^jritten  by 
himfelf 

Dr.  Pearce  was  the  fon  of  a 
diftiller  in  High  Holborn. 
He  married  Mifs  Adams,  the 
daughter  of  a  diftiller  in  the  fame 
neighbourhood,  with  a  confder- 
able  fortune,  who  lived  with  him 
fifty- two  years  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  of  connubial  happinefs.  He 
had  had  his  education  in  Weftmin- 
her  fchool,  where  he  was  diftin- 
guiflied  by  his  merit,  and  elefted 
one  of  the  King’s  fcholars.  In 
1710,  when  he  was  twenty  years 
old,  he  was  eledled  to  Trinity  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge.  During  the 
firft  years  of  his  refidence  at  the 
univerfity,  he  Tometimes  amufed 
himfelf  with  lighter  compofitions, 
fome  of  which  are  inferted  in  the 
Guardian  and  Spedator  *.  In 
1716  he  publifhed  his  edition  of 
Cicero  de  Or  at  ore  y  and,  at  the  de¬ 
lire  of  a  friend,  luckily  dedicated 
it  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Parker, 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Macclesfield,) 
to  whom  he  was  a  Itranger.  This 
incident  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
future  fortune :  for  Lord  Parker 
foon  recommended  him  to  Dr. 
Bentley,  mafter  of  Trinity,  to  be 

*  An 
No.  572. 

Voi..  XX, 


made  one  of  the  fellows ;  atid  th^ 
doflor  confented  to  it  on  this  con¬ 
dition,  that  hislordfliip  would  pro- 
mife  to  unmake  him  again  as  foon  as 
it  lay  in  his  power  to  give  him  ^ 
living.  In  1717,  Mr.  Pearce  was 
ordained  at  the  age  of  t^ujenty-feuen ; 
having  taken  time  enough,  as  he 
thought,  to  attain  a  fufficient 
knowledge  of  the  facred  office.  In 
1718,  Lord  Parker  was  appointed 
chancellor,  and  invited  Mr.  Pearce 
to  live  with  him  in  his  houfe,  as 
chaplain.  In  1719  he  was  infti- 
tuted  into  the  reftory  of  Stapleford 
Abbots,  in  Effiex  5  and  in  1720 
into  that  of  St.  Bartholomew^,  be¬ 
hind  the  Royal-Exchange,  worth 
400].  per  ann.  In  1723  the  lord 
chancellor  prefen  ted  him  to  St, 
Martin’s  in  the  Fields.  His  ma- 
jedy,  who  was  then  at  Hanover, 
was  applied  to  in  favour  of  Dr. 
Claget,  who  was  there  along  with 
him  ;  and  the  dodlor  aflually  kiffsd 
hands  upon  the  occalion  ;  but  the 
chancellor,  upon  the  king’s  return, 
difputed  the  point,  and  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  prefent  Mr.  Pearce. — • 
Mr.  Pearce  foon  attrafled  the  no¬ 
tice  and  elleem  of  perforts  in  the 
higheft  nations,  and  of  the  greated 
abilities.  Befide  Lord  Parker,  he 
could  reckon  amongft  his  patrons 


account  of  a  Silent  Club,  Guard.  No.  121.  On  ^ach,  Spe^, 
On  Eloquence,  Ibid.  No.  633. 
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or  friends,  Lord  Macclesfield,  Mr. 
Palteney  (afterwards  Earl  of  Bath), 
Archbilhop  Potter,  Lord  Hard- 
wicke.  Sir  Tfaac  Newton,  and 
other  illuftrious  perfonages.  Queen 
Caroline  (to  whom  he  had  been 
lirongly  recommended  by  Lady 
Sundon)  frequently  honoured  him 
with  her  converfation  at  her  draw¬ 
ing-room.  ‘  One  day  at  that 
place,  fae  alked  him,  if  he  had 
read  the  pamphlets  publifiied  by 
Dr.  Stebbing  and  Mr.  Foiler,  upon 
the  fort  of  heretics  meant  by  St. 
Paul,  whom  in  Titus  iii.  lo,  ii. 
he  reprefen ts  2L%felf-co7idemned. 
madam^  replied  the  do6loe,  I  hanje 
read  all  the  pamphlets  ’ivritten  by 
them,  07t  both  Jides  of  the  queflion. 
Well,  faid  the  queen,  Which  of 
the  two  do  you  think  to  be  in  the 
right.?”  The  dodlor  replied,  “  I 
cannot  fay,  madam,  which  of  the 
two  is  in  the  right,  but  I  think 
that  both  of  them  are  in  the 
wrong.”  She  fmiled,  and  faid, 

‘  Then  what  is  your  opinion  of 
that  text  ? — ^  Madam,’  faid  the 
doctor,  ‘  it  would  take  up  more 
time  than  yotir  majeily  can  fpare 
at  this  drawing-room,  for  me  to 
give  my  opinion  and  thereafons  of 
it;  but  if  your  majeily  fhould  be 
pkafed  to  lay  your  commands  upon 
me,  you  lhall  know  iny  fenti- 
raents  of  the  matter  in  the  next 
fermon,  which  I  lhall  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  preach  before  his  majeily.’ 
Fray  do  theii,  faid  the  queen  ;  and 
Dr.  Pearce  accordingly  made  a  fer¬ 
mon  on  that  text ;  but  the  queen 
died  a  month  before  his  term  of 
preaching  came  about.’ — In  1724 
the  degree  of  do6lor  in  divinity  was 
conferred  on  him  by  Archbilhop 
Wake.  The  fame  year  he  de¬ 
dicated  to  his  patron,  the  Earl  of 
Macclesfield,  his  edition  of  Longi^ 
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nus  on  the  Sublime,  with  a  new  La¬ 
tin  verlion  and  notes.  Longinus, 
whofe  name  had  been  long  known 
only  to  men  of  abllrufe  erudition, 
till  he  v/as  introduced,  by  his  tran- 
flator  Boileau,  among  the  witty 
and  the  elegant,  had  now,  for 
about  half  a  century,  enjoyed  great 
popularity,  quoted  by  every  pots 
and  every  critic,  and  deciding  up¬ 
on  faults  and  beauties  of  llile  with 
authority  contelled  only  by  Huetius 
2iwdiLe  Clerc.  But  it  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  Dr.  Pearce,  that  fomething 
was  v/anting,  which  general  ad¬ 
miration  had  not  yet  fupplied. 

The  wmrk  was  originally  pub- 
lilhed  by  Robertellus  and  Manu- 
tius,  who  each  ufed  his  own  MSS. 
without  the  knowledge  of  the 
other’s  undertaking.  The  texts  of 
the  two  editions  did  not  always 
agree,  and  to  which  the  preference 
was  due  had  not  yet  been  decided. 
It  had  been  four  times  tranflated 
into  Latin ;  of  the  three  former 
editions,  that  of  Gabriel  de  Petra 
was  confidered  as  the  bell,  and  had 
accordingly  been  adopted  by  Ta- 
naquillus  Faber,  and,  1  think,  by 
our  Langbane,  in  their  editions. 
After  Boileau’s  tranllatlon,  it  was 
again  tranllated  into  Latin  by  Tol- 
lius,  but  with  fuch  paraphrallical 
luxuriance,  as  feemed  intended  ra¬ 
ther  to  difplay  his  own  copioufnefs 
of  diflion,  than  to  explain  the  ori¬ 
ginal,  Dr,  Pearce  undertook  to 
adjull  the  readings,  and,  w'hatwas 
of  far  greater  difficulty,  to  write  a 
new  Latin  verlion,  which  ffiould 
approach  as  near  as  is  poffible  to  the 
Greek,  without  violating  its  pu¬ 
rity.  To  play  round  the  text  of  aa 
,  author,  and  to  recede  and  ap¬ 
proach  as  convenience  may  didate, 
is  no  very  arduous  work,  but  to  at¬ 
tend  it  without  deviation,  and  mea- 


C  H  A  R  A 

fare  Jlep  by  ftep,  requires  at  once 
vigour  and  caution.  By  what  me¬ 
thod  he  proceeded  in  this  work, 
may  be  known  from  his  preface 
and  his  notes.  Some  of  his  firft 
thoughts  were  retraced  in  the  fub- 
fequent  editions  ?  but  Dr.  Pearce 
has  generally  pleafed  the  public, 
though  he  found  it  difficult  to 
pleale  himfelf. 

When  the  church  of  St.  Martin’s 
was  rebuilt,  Dr.  Pearce  preached  a 
fermon  at  the  confecration,  which 
he  afterwards  printed,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  Effiay  on  the  Origin 
and  Progrefs  of  Temples,  traced 
from  the  rude  hones,  which  were 
hrft  ufed  for  altars,  to  the  noble 
flrudlure  of  Solomon,  which  he 
confiders,  as  the  firlt  temple  com¬ 
pletely  covered.  In  this  diffierta- 
tion  he  declares  his  convidiion  of 
the  genuinenefs  of  the  relation  at¬ 
tributed  to  Sanchoniatho ;  and 
clears  the  difficulties  which  embar- 
rafs  his  opinion,  by  folutions  drawn 
from  the  Newtonian  chronology, 
of  which  only  an  abhradl  had  been 
then  publillied.  Yet  he  does  not 
think  Sanchoniatho  of  much  autho¬ 
rity  ;  but  imputes  his  inaccuracy 
and  barrennefs  to  mifinformation, 
and  want  of  materials ;  and  regards 
his  book,  as  one  of  the  venerable 
reliques  of  rude  antiquity,  and  the 
work  of  one,  who  had  miffed  the 
truth,  rather  than  concealed  it. 

His  obfervations  on  that  build¬ 
ing,  which  is  called  the  temple  of 
Dagon,  removes  part  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty,  which  prefents  itfelf  in  the 
narration  of  the  manner  in  which 
Samfon  deftroyedit. 

In  1725,  the  Earl  reli^ned  the 
great  feal,  which  refignation  was 
foon  followed  with  an  impeach¬ 
ment  by  thehoufeof  commons  fent 
up  to  the  lords.  The  ground  of 
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this  impeachment,  according  to 
Dr.  Pearce,  was  as  follows :  In  the 
South  Sea  year,  the  money  of  the 
fuitors  in  chancery  was,  by  ancient 
cuftom,  ordered  by  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  to  be  paid  to  the  mailer  in 
chancery,  in  court.  Mr.  Dormer/ 
one  of  the  mailers,  had  trafficked 
with  the  fuitors  money  in  ’Change- 
Alley,  and,  dying  foon  after,  liis 
accounts  were  found  to  be  deficient 
6o,oool.  This  raifed  a  violent 
commotion  againll  Lord  Maccles¬ 
field,  efpecially  among  fome  who 
had  perfonal  refentments.  The 
late  king  was  then  Prince  of  Wales, 
had  lived  feparately  from  his  fa¬ 
ther,  as  he  had  been  ordered  to  do, 
and  the  education  of  his  children 
had  been  detained  from  him,  upon 
an  opinion  then  given  by  ten  of  the 
twelve  judges,  called  together,  at 
his  majelly’s  command,  by  Lord 
Macclesfield,  upon  this  queflion  ; 
IVhether  the  education  of  the  grand¬ 
children  did  belong  to  their  grand¬ 
father,  as  fonjereign,  or  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales  as  father  ?  The  anfvver  of 
the  judges  being  not  pleafing  to 
the  prince,  he  bore  it  with  refent- 
ment ;  and  when  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  took  the  affair  of  the  fuitors 
money  into  confideration,  all  the 
members  who  paid  their  court  at  ' 
Leiceller-Houfe  joined  in  the  out¬ 
cry,  and  came  into  the  impeach¬ 
ment.  Lord  Macclesfield  was 
tried  by  the  houfe  cf  lords,  was 
declared  guilty,  and  received  a  fe- 
vere  judgment.  He  was  fined 
30,0001.  (though  he  had  before 
paid  lOjOool.into  chancery,)  upon 
an  unrepealed  ancient  llatute,  and 
direfted  to  be  confined  in  the 
Tower  till  the  money  Ihould  be 
paid  ;  which  was  foon  done.  The 
king,  fully  fenfible  of  the  hardihip 
of  the  fentence,  and  that  it  had 
B  2  beeu 
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been  incurred  chiefly  on account, of  Bangor,  and  promifed  Lord 
informed  Lord  Macclesfield,  that  he  Hardwicke  to  “  do  it  with  a  good 
intended  to  repay  the  fum  out  of  grace.”  He  accordingly  made 
bis  privy' purfe,  as  fail  as  he  could  proper  acknowledgments  of  the 
fpare  the  money.  Within  twelve  royal  goodnefs,  and  was  confe- 
months  his  lordfhip  received  i cool,  crated,  Feb.  12,  1748.  Upon  the 
and  the  next  year  a  meiTage  from  declining  (late  of  health  of  Dr. 
Sir  Pvobert  Walpole  informed  him,  Wilcocks,  Bifnop  of  Rochefler,  the 
that  he  might  fend  for  20C0I.  more  ;  Bifhop  of  Bangor  was  feveral  times 
but  the  king’s  death  happening  be-  applied  to  by  Archbifhop  Herring 
fore  his  lordfhip  fent  for  the  latter  to  accept  of  Rochefler,  and  the 
fuin,  the  former  was  all  he  ever  deanry  of  Wellminfler,  in  ex- 
received  from  the  intended  bounty  change  for  Bangor,  but  the  bifhop 
of  his  gracious  maker.  then  iirfl  fignified  his  defire  to  ob- 

Lord  Macclesfield  lived  to  the  tain  leave  to  refign,  and  retire  to  a 
year  1732,  and  then  died  of  a  fup-  private  life.  His  lordfhip,  how- 
preffion  of  urine.  Upon  his  afk-  ever,  upon  being  preffed,  fuifered 

ing  if  his  phyfician  was  gone,  and  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  : - 

being  told  that  he  was,  he  replied,  “  My  Lord,  (faid  he  to  the  Duke 
And  1  am  going  too,  but  1  nvill  clofe  of  Newcaflle,)  your  grace  offers 
my  eye-lids  myfelf,  which  he  did,  thefe  dignities  to  me  in  fo  generous 
and  in  a  few  moments  expired,  and  friendly  a  manner,  that  I  pro- 
After  feveral  difappointments,  the  mife  you  to  accept  them,”  Upon 
deanry  of  Winchefler  becoming  the  death  of  Bifhop  Wilcocks  he 
vacant,  Dr.  Pearce  was  appointed  was  accordingly  promoted  to  the 
dean  in  1739,*  and  in  the  year  fee  of  Rochefler,  and  deanry  of 
1744  he  was  eledled  prolocutor  of  Wellminfler,  in  1756.  Bifhop 
the  lower  houfe  of  convocation  for  Sherlock  died  in  1761,  and  Lord 
the  province  of  Canterbury.  His  Bath  offered  his  interefl  for  getting 
friends  now  began  to  think  of  him  the  Bifliop  of  Rochefler  appointed 
for  the  epifcopal  dignity,  but  Mr.  to  fucceed  him  in  the  diocefe  of 
Dean’s  language  rather  declined  it.  London,  but  the  bifhop  told  his 
However,  after  feveral  difficulties  lordlhip,  that  he  had  determined 
had  been  darted  and  removed,  he  never  to  be  Biffiop  of  London,  or 
confented  to  accept  the  biiboprick  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

*  As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the  doflor  was  to  be  dean  of  Winchefler,  his 
friend  Mr.  Pulteney  came  to  congratulate  him  on  the  occafion,  and  among 
other  things  which  he  then  faid,  one  was,  “  Dr.  Pearce,  though  you  may 
ihink  that  others,  befides  Sir  Robert,  have  contributed  to  get  you  this  dignity, 
■yet  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  is  sll  in  all,  and  that  you  owe  it  entirely 
to  his  good-will  towards  you  j  and  therefore  as  I  am  now  fo  engaged  in  oppo- 
fition  to  him,  it  may  happen  that  fome  who  are  of  our  party,  may,  if  there 
ffiould  be  any  oppoffiion  for  members  of  parliament  at  Wincheller,  prevail  up¬ 
on  me  to  defire  you  to  aft  there  in  affillance  of  fome  friend  of  ours,  and  Sir 
Robert,  at  the  fame  time,  may  afk  your  affiftaUce  in  the  eleftion  for  a  friend 
of  his  own,  againft  one  whom  we  recommend  ;  I  tell  you,  therefore,  before¬ 
hand,  that  if  you  comply  with  my  requeft,  rather  than  Sir  Robert’s,  to  whom 
you  are  fo  very  much  obliged,  I  ffiall  have  the  worfe  opinion  of  you.” 

la 


V 


CHARACTERS. 


''  In  the  year  1763,  his  lordfhip 
being  fcventy-three  years  old,  and 
finding  hiinfelf  lefs  fit  tor  the  bnfi- 
iiefs  ot  his  llations  as  bilhop  and 
dean,  informed  his  friend,  Lord 
Bath,  of  his  intention  to  refign 
bothy  and  live  in  a  retired  manner 
upon  his  private  fortune.  Lord 
Bath  undertook  to  acquaint  his  ma- 
jelly,  who  named  a  day  and  hour, 
when  the  bifhopvvas  admitted  alone 
into  the  clofet.  He  told  the  king, 
that  he  wiflied  to  have  fome  inter¬ 
val  between  the  fatigues  of  bufinefs 
and  eternity,  and  defired  his  ma- 
jefty  to  coniult  proper  perfons  about 
the  propriety  and  legality  of  his 
relignation.  In  about  two  months 
the  king  informed  him,  that  Lord 
Mansfield  faw  no  objection,  and 
that  Lord  Northington,  who  had 
been  doubtful,  on  farther  confi- 
deration  thought,  that  the  requeft 
might  be  complied  with.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  for  the  bifhop.  Lord  Bath 
applied  for  Bilhop  Newton  to  fuc- 
ceed.  This  alarmed  the  minillry, 
who  thought  that  no  dignities 
fliould  be  obtained  but  through 
their  hands.  They,  therefore,  op- 
pofed  the  refignation,  and  his  ma- 
jefty  was  informed  that  the  bifhops 
difliked  the  defign.  His  majeily 
fent  to  him  again,-  and  at  a  third 
audience  told  him,  that  he  muH 
think  no  more  of  refigning.  The 
bifnop  replied,  “  Sir,  1  am  all 
duty  and  fubmifiion,”  and  then  re¬ 
tired.* 
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In  1768  he  obtained  leav-e  to 
refign  the  deanry  ;  in  1773  he  loft 
his  lady,  and  after  fome  months  of 
lingering  decay,  he  died  at  Little 
Ealing,  June  29,  1774.  Being 
afked  one  day  how  he  could  live 
with  fo  little  nutriment  ?  I  Ihvey 
faid  he,  upon  tfyt  recolledlion  of  an 
innocent  and  <T.vell  /pent  lifcy  nx)hich 
is  my  only  fufenance. 

This  eminent  prelate  diftinguifh- 
ed  himfelf  in  every  part  pf  his  life 
by  the  virtues  proper  to  his  ftation. 
■His' literary  abilities,  and  applica¬ 
tion  to  facred  and  philological 
learning,  will  appear  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  catalogue  of  his  works.  A 
Thankfgiving  Sermon  for  Pre- 
fervation  from  the  Plague,  before 
the  Lord-Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
1723. — A  Farewell  Sermon,  on 
quitting  the  Reftory  of  St.  Bartho¬ 
lomew’s,  1723-4. — A  Sermon  at 
the  Confecration  of  St.  Martin’s 
Church,  061.  20,  1726. — A  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel,  1729-30. — A  Sermon  on 
Self-Murder,  1734. — A  Sermon  on 
the  Subje6l  of  Charity-Schools, 
^735- — Concio  ad  Synodum  Cleri, 
in  Provincia  Cant,  habita,  1741. — • 
A  Spittal  Sermon,  at  St.  Bride’s, 
1743. — A  Sermon  before  the  Lords, 
Jan.  30,  1748-9.— A  Faft  Sermon 
before  the  Lords,  in  Weftminfter- 
Abbey,  March  14,  1760.— A  Ju¬ 
bilee  Sermon,  in  ditto,  June  3, 
1760. — Three  Letters  in  the  Guar¬ 
dian  and  Spe6lator,  mentioned 

defire  of  refigninj?  his  preferments,  the 
that  it  gave  occafion  to  mvich  dtfqui- 
foiincled  in  avarice,  it  was  fought 
to  the  antiquati  d  praife  of 
editor,  who  had  the 
that  tlie  intended  re- 
a  defire  of  dilmifficn 
Some  of  the 


^  With  refpefl  to  tlie  blfliop’s  earned: 
editor  (his  lordfhip’s  chaplain)  obfeives, 
fition  and  conje61uie.  ‘  As  it  could  not  be 
in  vanity,  and  Dr.  Pearce  was  fufpeffed  as  afpinng 
contempt  of  wealt^,  and  defire  of  retirement.’  But  the 
beft  opportunities  of  judging-,  feeins  ftrongly  perfunded, 
fignation  proceeded  from  the  caufes  publickly  alledged, 
from  public  cares,  and  of  opportunity  for  more  continued  ftudy. 
bifliop’s  manufcripts  confirm,  him  in  this  opinion'. 
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above.— Cicero  de  Oratore,  1716, 
1732,  1746,  1771.— Longinus  de 
Sublimitate,  1724,  1732,  1733, 
1752,  1762,  1773.— Cicero  de  Of- 
ficiis,  1745,  1761. — An  Account 
of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
pamph.  1720.  Epiflolae  dus  de 
editione  N.  T.  a  Bentleio  fufcepta, 
de  corruptis  epiftolarum  N.  T.  lo¬ 
ess,  &c.  1721. — A  Letter  to  the 
clergy  of  the  church  of  England, 
on  occalion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ro- 
cheller’s  commitment  to  the  Tower, 
2d.  ed.  1722. — The  fame  inFrench. 
—Miracles  of  Jefus  vindicated, 
1727  and  1 728. —A  Review  of  the 
Text  of  Milton,  1733. — Two  Let¬ 
ters  againil  Dr,  Middleton,  occa- 
lioned  by  the  doflor’s  letter  to 
Waterland,  on  the  publication  of 
his  treatife,  intitled  Scripture  Vin¬ 
dicated,  3d  edit.  1752. — 

Since  his  death  a  commentary 
with  notes  on  the  four  Evangelifts 
and  the  A6ls  of  the  Apoftles ;  to¬ 
gether  with  a  new  tranflation  of 
St.  Paul’s  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Co¬ 
rinthians,  with  a  paraphrafe  and 
notes,  have  been  publifhed  with 
his  life  prefixed,  from  original 
MSS.  in  2  voL  4to.  by  his  Lord- 
ihip’s  chaplain,  John  Derby,  A.  M. 


Extra^s  from  the  Life  of  David 
Hume,  Lfq,  •written  by  himfelf, 

fhefe  Memoirs y  as  we  are  told  in  an 
Aduertifement  by  the  Editor,  were 
written  by  Mr,  Hume,  a  few 
Months  before  his  Death,  and  in  a 
Codicil  to  his  Will  they  are  order¬ 
ed  to  be  prefixed  to  the  next  Edition 
of  his  Works.  We  flatter  ourfelues 
iberefiore  that  they  will  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  our  Readers,  as  well 


on  account  of  the  Source from  which 
they  are  deriojed,  as  forming  ai% 
mithentic  Supplement  to  the  Account 
we  gaw  of  the  Author  m  our  laji 
Volume.* 

IT  is  difficult  for  a  man  to  fpeak 
long  of  himfelf  without  vanity  ; 
therefore,  I  fhall  be  Ihort.  It  may 
be  thought  an  inllance  of  vanity 
that  I  pretend  at  all  to  write  my 
life ;  but  this  narrative  fiiall  con¬ 
tain  little  more  than  the  hiftory  of 
my  writings ;  as,  indeed,  almofi: 
all  my  life  has  been  fpent  in  lite¬ 
rary  purfuits  and  occupations.  The 
firil  fuccefs  of  moil  of  ray  writings 
was  not  fuch  as  to  be  an  objedl 
of  vanity. 

I  was  born  the  26th  of  April 
1711,  old  fiyle,  at  Edinburgh. — 
I  palled  through  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  education  with  fuccefs,  and  was 
feized  very  early  with  a  pafiion  for 
literature,  which  has  been  the  rul¬ 
ing  paffion  of  my  life,  and  the 
great  fource  of  my  enjoyments. 
My  fiudious  difpofition,  my  fo- 
briety,  and  my  induftry,  gave  my 
family  a  notion  that  the  law  was 
a  proper  profeffion  for  me  ;  but  I 
found  an  unfurmoun table  averfion 
to  every  thing  but  the  purfuits  of 
philofophy  and  general  learning; 
and  while  they  fancied  I  was  por¬ 
ing  upon  Voet  and  Vinnius,  Ci¬ 
cero  and  Virgil  were  the  authors 
which  I  was  fecretly  devouring. 

My  very  fiender  fortune,  how¬ 
ever,  being  unfuitable  to  this  plan 
of  life,  and  my  health  being  a  lit¬ 
tle  broken  by  my  ardent  appli¬ 
cation,  I  was  tempted,  or  rather 
forced,  to  make  a  very  feeble 
trial  for  entering  into  a  more  active 
feene  of  life.  In  1734,  I  went 
to  BriHol,  with  fome  recommen- 


*  Vid,  Ann.  Reg.  Vol.  xix.  p,  27. 
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Nations  to  eminent  merchants,  but 
in  a  few  months  found  that  fcene 
totally  unfuitable  to  me.  I  went 
over  to  France,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
fccLiting  my  ftudics  in  a  country 
retreat ;  and  I  there  laid  that  plan 
of  life,  which  I  have  fteadily  and 
fuccefsfully  purfued. 

During  my  retreat  in  France, 
firfl;  at  Reims,  but  chiefly  at  La 
Fleche,  in  Anjou,  Icompofed  my 
Treatife  of  Human  Nature.  After 
pafling  three  years  very  agreeably 
in  that  country,  I  came  over  to 
London  in  1737.  In  the  end  of 
1738,  I  publilhed  my  Treat! fe, 
and  immediately  went  down  to  my 
mother  and  my  brother,  who  lived 
at  his  country-houfe,  and  was  em¬ 
ploying  himfelf  very  judicioufly 
and  fuccefsfully  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  fortune. 

Never  literary  attempt  was  more 
unfortunate  than  my  Treat! fe  of 
Human  Nature.  It  fell  dead-bom 
from  the  prefs,  without  reaching 
fuch  diflindion,  as  even  to  excite 
a  murmur  among  the  zealots.  But 
being  naturally  of  a  cheerful  and 
fanguine  temper,  I  very  foon  reco¬ 
vered  the  blow,  and  profecuted 
with  great  ardour  my  ftudies  in 
the  country.  In  1742,  I  printed 
at  Edinburgh  the  firfl;  part  of  my 
Eflfays :  the  work  was  favourably 
received,  and  foon  made  me  en¬ 
tirely  forget  my  former  difappoint- 
ment. 

In  1745,  I  received  a  letter  from 
the  Marquis  of  Annandale,  invit¬ 
ing  me  to  come  and  live  with  him 
in  England  ;  I  found  alfo,  that  the 
friends  and  family  of  that  young 
nobleman  were  defirous  of  putting 
him  under  my  care  and  diredlion, 
for  the  ftate  of  his  mind  and  health 
required  it. — I  lived  with  him  a 
twelvemonth,  My  appointments 
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during  that  time  made  a  confider- 
able  acceflion  to  my  fmall  fortune. 

I  then  received  an  invitation  from 
General  St.  Clair  to  attend  him 
as  a  fecretary  to  his  expedition, 
which  was  at  firfl;  meant  againfl: 
Canada,  but  ended  in  an  incurfion 
on  the  coaft  of  France,  Next  year, 
to  wit,  1747,  I  received  an  invi¬ 
tation  from  the  General  to  attend 
him  in  the  fame  ftation  in  his  mi¬ 
litary  embafly  to  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  I'urin.  I  then  worq 
the  uniform  of  an  officer,  and  was 
introduced  at  thefe  courts  as  aid- 
de-camp  to  the  general,  along  with 
vSir  Harry  Erlkine  and  Captain 
Grant,  now  General  Grant. 

I  had  always  entertained  a  no¬ 
tion,  that  my  want  of  fuccefs  in 
publifliing  the  Treatife  of  Human 
Nature,  had  proceeded  more  from 
the  manner  than  the  matter,  and 
that  I  had  been  guilty  of  a  very 
ufual  indiferetion,  in  going  to  the 
prefs  too  early.  I,  therefore,  call 
th.e  firfl  part  of  that  work  anew  in 
the  Enquiry  concerning  Human 
LTnderftanding,  which  was  publilh¬ 
ed  while  I  was  at  Turin.  But  this 
piece  was  at  firfl  little  more  fuc- 
cefsful  than  the  Treatife  of  Fluman 
Nature.  On  my  return  from  Italy, 

I  had  the  mortification  to  find  all 
England  in  a  ferment,  on  account 
of  Dr.  Middleton’s  Free  Enquiry, 
while  my  performance  was  entirely 
overlooked  and  neglecled.  A  new 
edition,  which  had  been  publilhed 
at  London  of  my  ElTays,  moral 
and  political,  met  not  with  a  much 
better  reception. 

Such  is  the  force  of  natural 
temper,  that  thefe  difappointments 
made  little  or  no  imprelTion  on  me. 
I  went  down  in  1749,  and  lived 
two  years  with  my  brother  at  his 
country-houfe,  for  my  mother  was 
B  4  now 
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now  dead.  I  there  compofed  the 
fecond  part  of  my  EfTays,  which  I 
called  Political  Difcourfes,  and  alfo 
my  Enquiry  concerning  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  ot  Morals,  which  is  another 
part  of  my  Treatife  that  I  call: 
anew.  Meanwhile,  my  bookfel- 
ler,  A.  Millar,  informed  me,  that 
my  former  publications  (all  but 
the  unfortunate  Treatife)  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  the  fubjedl  of  con- 
verfatiori ;  that  the  fale  of  them 
was  gradually  increaiing,  and  that 
new  editions  were  demanded.  An- 
Iwers  by  Reverends,  and  Right 
Reverends,  came  out  two  or  three 
in  a  year ;  and  I  found,  by  Dr, 
Warburton’s  railing,  that  the  books 
v/ere  beginning  to  be  efteemed  in 
good  company. 

In  1751,  I  removed  from  the 
country  to  the  town,  the  true  fcene 
for  a  man  of  letters.  In  1752, 
were  pubiifiied  at  Edinburgh,  where 
I  then  lived,  my  Political  Dif- 
courles,  the  only  work  of  mdne 
that  was  fuccelsful  on  the  liril 
publication.  It  was  wtII  received 
abroad  and  at  home.  In  the  fame 
year  was  publilhed  at  London,  my 
Enquiry  concerning  the  Principles 
of  Morals ;  which,  in  my  own  opi¬ 
nion  (who  ought  not  to  judge  on 
that  fubjedl),  is  of  all  my  writings, 
hiHorical,  philofophical,  or  lite¬ 
rary,  incomparably  the  bell:.  It 
came  unnoticed  and  unobferved 
into  the  world. 

In  1752,  the  Faculty  of  Advo¬ 
cates  chofe  me  their  Librarian,  an 
office  from  which  1  received  little 
or  no  emolument,  but  wffiich  gave 
me  the  command  of  a  large  libra¬ 
ry.  I  then  formed  the  plan  of 
writing  the  Liftory  of  England; 
but^  being  frightened  with  the 
notion  ol  continuing  a  narrative 
through  a  period  ot  1700  year?, 


C  T  E  R  S. 

I  commenced  with  the  accellion 
of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  an  epoch 
when,  I  thought,  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  fadlion  began  chiefly 
to  take  place.  I  was,  I  own,  fan- 
guine  in  my  expeftations  of  the 
fuccefs  of  this  work.  I  thought 
that  I  was  the  only  hiftorian,  that 
had  at  once  negleded  prefen  t 
power,  interefl:,  and  authority,  and 
the  cry  of  popular  prejudices  ;  and 
as  the  lubjedl  was  fuited  to  every 
capacity,  I  expected  proportional 
applaufe.  But  miferable  w'as  my 
difappointment  :  I  was  affailed  by 
one  cry  of  reproach,  difapproba- 
tion,  and  even  deteflation  ;  Eng- 
lifli,  Scotch,  and  Iriffi,  Whig  and 
Tory,  churchman  and  ledlary,  free¬ 
thinker  and  religionifl:,  patriot  and 
cour.tier,  united  in  their  rage  againfc 
the  man,  w'ho  had  prefumed  to 
ffied  a  generous  tear  for  the  fate  of 
Charles  I,  and  the  Earl  of  Straf¬ 
ford  ;  and  after  the  flrfl;  ebullitions 
of  their  fury  were  over,  what  was 
ftill  more  mortifying,  the  book 
feemed  to  fink  into  oblivion.  Mr, 
Millar  told  me,  that  in  a  twelve- 
month  he  fold  only  forty-five  co¬ 
pies  of  it.  I  fcarcely,  indeed, 
heard  of  one  man  in  the  three 
kingdoms,  confiderable  for  rank 
or  letters,  that  could  endure  the 
book.  I  mufl;  only  except  the  pri¬ 
mate  of  England,  Dr.  Herring,  and 
the  primate  of  Ireland,  Dr.  Stone, 
which  feem  two  odd  exceptions, 
Thefe  dignified  prelates  feparately 
fent  me  meffages  not  to  be  difcou- 
raged. 

I  was,  however,  I  confefs,  dif- 
couraged ;  and  had  not  the  war 
been  at  that  time  breaking  out 
between  France  and  England,  1 
had  certainly  retired  to  fome  pro¬ 
vincial  town  of  the  former  king¬ 
dom,  have  changed  iny  name,  arid 

never 
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never  more  have  returned  to  my 
native  country.  But  as  this  fcheme 
was  not  now  pradicable,  and  the 
fubfequent  volume  was  confiderably 
advanced,  1  refolved  to  pick  up 
courage  and  to  perfevere. 

In  this  interval,  I'publifhed  at 
London  my  Natural  Hikory  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  along  with  fonie  other  fmall 
pieces :  its  public  entry  was  ra¬ 
ther  obfcure,  except  only  that  Dr. 
Hurd  *  wrote  a  pamphlet  agaiml: 
it,  with  all  the  illiberal  petulence, 
arrogance,  and  fcurrility,  which 
diftinguiih  the  Warburtonian  fchool. 
This  pamphlet  gave  me  fome  con- 
folation  for  the  otherwife  indiffe¬ 
rent  reception  of  my  performance. 

In  1756,  two  years  after  the  fall 
of  the  firft  volume,  was  publifhed 
the  fecond  volume  of  my  Hiilory, 
containing  the  peripd  from  the 
death  of  Charles  I.  till  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  This  performance  hap¬ 
pened  to  give  lefs  difpleafurs  to 
the  Whigs,  and  was  better  re¬ 
ceived.  It  not  only  rofe  itfelf,  but 
helped  to  buoy  up  its  unfortunate 
brother. 

But  though  I  had  been  taught  by 
experience,  that  the  Whig  party 
were  in  polTefTion  of  bellowing  all 
places,  both  in  the  date  and  in  li¬ 
terature,  I  was  fo  little  inclined  to 
yield  to  their  fenfelcls  clamour. 


9 

that  in  above  a  hundred  alterations, 
which  farther  lludy,  reading,  or 
relledlion  engaged  me  to  make  in 
the  reigns  of  the  two  hrft  Stuarts, 
I  have  made  all  of  them  invariably 
to  the  Tory  lide.  It  is  ridiculous 
to  confider  the  Englilh  conilitution 
before  that  period  as  a  regular  plan 
of  liberty. 

In  i7s9,  I  publillied  my  Hiflory 
of  the  Houfe  of  Tudor.  The  cla¬ 
mour  againif  this  performance  was 
almoft  equal  to  that  againft  the 
Hiilory  of  the  two  lirit  Stuarts. 
The  reign  of  Elizabeth  was  par¬ 
ticularly  obnoxious.  But  I  was  now- 
callous  againft  the  imprelTions  of 
public  folly,  and  continued  very 
peaceably  and  contentedly  in  my 
retreat  at  Edinburgh,  to  finilh,  in 
two  volumes,  the  more  early  part 
of  the  Englilh  FI i (lory,  v/liich  1 
gave  to  the  public  in  1761,  with 
tolerable,  and  but  tolerable  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  author  being  now,  as  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  turned  of  fifty,  and  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  by  the  fale  of  his 
books,  a  competent  and  indepen¬ 
dent  fortune,  he  retired  into  his 
native  country  of  Scotland,  deter¬ 
mined  ne<ver  more  to  fet  his  foot  out 
it.  From  this  refolution  he  was 
however  diverted  by  the  Earl  of 
Hertford,  whom  he  attended,  as 


*  The  title  of  the  pamphlet  alluded  to  is — Remarks  on  Mr.  Danjid  Hume's 
EJfay  on  the  Natural  Hiflory  of  Religion.  Addrejfed  to  the  re^.  Dr.  Warburion» 
— Since  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Hume’s  Life,  a  n  w  edition  of  this  perforniauce 
has  been  publifhed,  with  the  following  adveitifement  from  the  bookfeller  to 
the  reader. 

The  following  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  pamphlet  referred  to  by  the  late  Mr, 
David  Home,  in  pageai,  of  his  Life,  as  being  written  Dr.  Hurd.  Upon 
my  applying  to  the  bifhop  ctf  Litchfield  and  Coventry  for  liis  permiffion  to  le- 
publifh  it,  he  very  readilv  gave  me  his  confent.  His  lordfhip  only  added,  he 
was  lorry  he  could  not  take  himfelf  the  WHOLE  infamy  of  the  charge  brought 
againft  him  5  but  that  he  ftiould  hereafter,  if  he  thought  it  worth  his  while, 
explain  himfelf  more  particularly  on  that  fubjedl, 

f  Strand,  Jflarcb,  1777.  T.  CAD  ELL.” 
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fecretary,  on  his  embafiy  to  Paris 
in  the  year  1763.  lie  gives  us  the 
following  account  of  his  reception 
in  that  capital. 

Thofe  who  have  not  feen  the 
(Irange  eifeds  of  modes,  will  ne¬ 
ver  imagine  the  reception  I  met 
with  at  Paris,  from  men  and  v/o- 
men  of  all  ranks  and  ftadons.  The 
more  I  refiled  from  their  exccfiive 
civilities,  the  more  I  was  loaded 
with  them.  There  is,  however, 
a  real  fatisfadion  in  living  at  Paris, 
from  the  great  number  of  fenfible, 
''  knowing,  and  polite  company  with 
which  that  city  abounds  above 
ail  places  in  the  univerfe.  I 
ihouglvt  once  of  fettling  there  for 
life. 

I  was  appointed  fecrefary  to  the 
emhaffy ;  and,  in  fummer  1765, 
Lord  Hertford  left  me,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire¬ 
land.  I  was  charge  d' affaires  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  the  beginning  of  1766,  I  left 
Paris,  and  next  fummer  went  to 
Edinburgh,  with  the  fame  view  as 
formerly,  of  burying  myfeif  in  a 
philofophieal  retreat.  I  returned 
to  that  place,  not  richer,  but  with 
much  more  money,  and  a  much  lar¬ 
ger  income,  by  means  of  Lord  Hert¬ 
ford’s  friendihip,  than  I  left  it ; 
and  I  was  defirous  of  trying  what 
fuperiluity  could  produce,  as  I  had 
formerly  made  an  experiment  of  a 
competency.  But,  in  1767,  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mr.  Conway  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  be  Under-fecretary  ;  and 
this  invitation,  both  the  charadler 
of  the  perfon,  and  my  connexions 
with  Lord  Hertford,  prevented  me 
from,  declining.  I  returned  to 
Edinburgh  in  1769,  very  opulent 
(for  I  poffelied  a  revenue  of  1000  1. 
a  year),  healthy,  and  though  fom.e- 


what  ftricken  in  years,  with  the 
profped.  of  enjoying  long  my  eafe, 
and  of  feeing  the  increafe  of  my 
reputation. 

In  fpring  1775,  I  was  ftruck 
with  a  dilorder  in  my  bov/els, 
which  at  firft  gave  me  no  alarm, 
but  has  fince,  as  1  apprehend  it, 
become  mortal  and  incurable.  I 
now  reckon  upon  a  fpeedy  difTo- 
lution.  I  have  fufFered  very  little 
pain  from  my  diforder ;  and  what 
is  more  ftrange,  have,  notwitli- 
llanding  the  great  decline  of  my 
perfon,  never  fufFered  a  moment’s 
abatement  of  my  fpirirs  ;  info- 
much,  that  were  I  to  name  the 
period  of  my  life,  which  I  fhould 
moil  choofe  to  pafs  over  again,  I 
might  be  tempted  to  point  to  this 
later  period.  1  poiTefs  the  fame 
ardour  as  ever  in  fludy,  and  the 
fame  gaiety  in  company.  I  con- 
fider,  befides,  that  a  man  of  fixty- 
hve,  by  dying,  cuts  off  only  a  few 
years  of  infirmities';  and  though 
1  fee  many  lymptoms  of  my  litera¬ 
ry  reputation’s  breaking  out  at  lafl 
with  additional  luilre,  1  knew  that 
I  could  have  but  few  years  to  en¬ 
joy  it.  It  is  difficult  to  be  more 
detaehed  from  life  than  I  am  at 
prefect. 

To  conclude  hiftorically  with 
my  own  charader.  I  am,  or  ra¬ 
ther  was  (for  that  is  the  ftyle 
I  tnuil  now  ufe  in  fpeaking  of 
myfeif,  which  emboldens  me  the 
more  to  fpeak  my  fentiments)  ; 
I  was,  I  fay,  a  man  of  mild 
difpofitions,  of  command  of  tem¬ 
per,  of  an  open,  focial,  and  cheer- 
tul  humour,  capable  of  attach¬ 
ment,  but  little  fufceptible  of 
enmity,  and  of  great  moderation 
in  all  my  paffions.  Even  my 
love  of  literary  fame,  my  ruling 
pafiion,  never  Loured  my  tem¬ 
per. 
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per.  *',  notwithftanding  my  frequent 
dilap'pointments.  My  company 
was  not  unacceptable  to  the  young 
and  carelefs,  as  well  as  to  the  ftu- 
dious  and  literary  ;  and  as  I  took  a 
particular  pleafure  in  the  company 
of  modeft  women,  1  had  no  reafon 
to  be  difpleafed  with  the  reception 
I  met  with  from  them.  In  a  word, 
though  moft  men  any  wife  eminent, 
have  found  reafon  to  complain  of 
calumny,  I  never  was  touched,  or 
even  attacked  by  her  baleful  tooth: 
and  though  I  wantonly  expofed 
myfelf  to  the  rage  of  both  civil  and 
religious  faftions,  they  feemed  to 
be  difarmed  in  my  behalf  of  their 
wonted  fury.  My  friends  never 
had  occafion  to  vindicate  any  one 
circumilance  of  my  charader  and 
condud:  not  but  that  the  zealots, 
we  may  well  fuppofe,  would  have 
been  glad  to  invent  and  propagate 
any  flory  to  my  difadvantage,  but 
they  could  never  find  any  which 
they  thought  would  wear  the  face 
of  probability.  I  cannot  fay  there 
is  no  vanity  in  making  this  fune¬ 
ral  oration  of  myfelf,  but  I  hope  it 
is  not  a  mifplaced  one  ;  and  this  is 
a  matter  of  fad  which  is  eafily 
cleared  and  afeertained. 


^he  follonjoing  Sketches  are  /aid  to 
hwve  been  delineated  by  the  Pen  of 
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the  late  Lord  Chefterfield.  In  or^ 
der  to  make  the  Group  complete^  nve 
have  added  that  of  Lord  Chefter- 
lield  himfelf  by  another  Hand, 

Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

I  Much  queftion,  whether  an  im¬ 
partial  charader  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  will  or  can  be  tranfmitted. 
to  pofterity  :  for  he  governed  this 
kingdom  fo  long,  that  the  various 
paffions  of  mankind  mingled  and 
in  a  manner  incorporated  them- 
felves  with  every  thing  that  was 
faid  or  written  concerning  him. 
Never  was  man  more  flattered  or 
more  abufed  ;  and  his  long  power 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  both.  I 
was  much  acquainted  with  hini 
both  in  his  public  and  private  life. 
I  mean  to  do  impartial  juftice  to 
his  charader,  and  therefore  my 
pidure  of  him  will  perhaps  be 
more  like  him,  than  it  will  belike 
any  of  the  other  pidures  drawn  of 
him. 

% 

In  private  life  he  was  good-na¬ 
tured,  chearful,  focial ;  inelegant 
in  his  manners,  loofe  in  his  mo¬ 
rals,  he  had  a  coarfe  flrong  wit, 
which  he  was  too  free  of  fora  man 
in  his  flation,  as  it  is  always  in- 
confiftent  with  dignity.  He  was 
very  able  as  a  minifter,  but  with¬ 
out  a  certain  elevation  of  mind, 
necefiary  for  great  good,  or  great 


*  The  author  of  a  letter  adtlrefled  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  Did  to  have  been 
written  by  a  dignitary  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  puts  the  following  queries 
to  him,  upon  this  point — “  Was  there,  then,  any  fufpicion  in  Scotland,  that 
“  he  might  not,  at  times,  he  quite  fo  compofed  and  eafy  as  he  fliould  have 
“  been  ?  Was  there  any  particular  book  ever  written  againft  him,  tliat  fliook 
“  his  fyftem  to  pieces  about  his  ears,  and  reduced  It  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  the 
“  fuccefs  and  eclat  of  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  hurt  his  mind,  and  to 
have  affeded  his  health?  Was  there  any  author ,  whole  his  friends 
**  never  dared  mention  before  him,  and  warned  all  ftrangers,  that  were  intro- 
duced  to  him,  againft  doing  It,  becaufe  he  never  failed,  when  by  any  acci- 
dent  it  was  done,  to  fly  out  into  a  tranfport  of  paftion  and  fwearing  ?” 

mifehief. 
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mifchief.  Profufe  and  appetent, 
his  ambition  was  lubfervient  to  his 
^efign  of  making  a  great  fortune— 
He  had  more  of  the  Mazarin  than 
of  the  Richelieu* — He  would  do 
mean  things  for  profit,  and  never 
thought  of  doing  great  ones  for 
glory.  He  was  both  the  befi;  par¬ 
liament-man,  and  the  abied  ma¬ 
nager  of  parliament,  that  I  believe 
ever  lived.  An  artful  rather  than 
eloquent  fpeaker,  he  faw,  as  by 
intuition,  the  difpofition  of  the 
houfe,  and  preffed  or  receded  ac¬ 
cordingly.  So  clear  in  dating  the 
mod  intricate  matters,  efpecially 
in  the  finances,  that,  vvhiid  he  was 
fpeaking  the  mod  ignorant  thought 
that  they  underdood  what  they 
really  did  not.  Money,  not  pre¬ 
rogative,  was  the  chief  engine  of 
his  adminidration  ;  and  he  em¬ 
ployed  it  with  a  fuccefs,  which  in  a 
manner  difgraced  humanity.*  He 
was  not,  it  is  true,  the  inventor 
of  that  diameful  method  of  go  vern¬ 
ing,  which  had  been  gaining 
ground  infenfibly  ever  fiiice  Charles 
the  Second,  but  with  uncommon 
Ikill  and  unbounded  profufion  he 
brought  it  to  that  perfection  which 
at  this  tiime  difhonours  and  dif- 
tredes  this  country,  and  which,  (if 
not  checked,  and  God  knows  how 
it  can  be  now  checked)  mud  ruin 
it. 


Befides  this  powerful  engine  of 
government,  he  had  a  mod  extra¬ 
ordinary  talent  of  perfuading  and 
working  men  up  to  his  purpofe— 
A  hearty  kind  of  franknefs,  which 
fometimes  feemed  imprudence, 
made  people  think  that  he  let  them 
into  his  fecrets,  whild  the  impo- 
litenefs  of  his  manners  feemed  to 
atted  his  fincerity.  When  he 
found  any  body  proof  again d  pe¬ 
cuniary  temptations,  which,  alas  I 
was  but  feidom,  he  had  recourfe 
to  a  dill  wori'e  art :  for  he  laughed 
at  and  ridiculed  all  notions  of  pub¬ 
lic  virtue  and  the  love  of  one’s 
country,  calling  them  “  The  chi¬ 
merical  fchooUboy  jiights  of  clajjical 
leaminf’-.  declaring  himlelf  at  the 
fame  time  “  No  Sai?2t,  n»  Spartan, 
no  Refor?nerh^^  He  would  frequent¬ 
ly  afk  young  fellows  at  their  fird 
appearance  in  the  world,  while 
their  honed  hearts  were  yet  un¬ 
tainted — “  Well,  are  you  to  he  an 
old  Roman  P  a  patfiot  P  YoiPll Joon 
come  off  of  that  and  gronv  Hxd/erd' 
And  thus  he  was  more  dangerous  to 
the  morals,  than  to  the  liberties  of 
his  country,  to  which  I  am  per- 
faaded  that  he  meant  no  ill  in  his 
heart,  f 

He  was  the  eafy  and  profufe  dupe 
of  women,  and  in  fome  indances 
indecently  fo — He  was  excedively 
open  to  flattery,  even  of  the  groded 


Notwithftanding  his  avowed  principles  of  venality,  it  is  a  well  known 
truth,  that  he  fometimes  checked  the  mean  fervility  of  members  of  parliament, 
efpecially  thofe  from  North  Britain. 

f  Though  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Sir  Robert  ruled  this  country  by  general 
corruption,  and  fucceeded  in  his  plans  of  government  by  temporary  expedient, 
there  was  a  decency  in  his  parliamentary  condudl,  of  which  we  now  lament  the 
total  abfence. 

/• 

Every  motion  during  his  adminidration  was  treated  with  refpe£l,  and  every 
queftlon  difculfed  with  feerning  fairnefs  and  impartiality.  The  parliamentary 
chiefs  were  ranged  on  both  fides, ,  according  to  their  fuppofed  merit  j  and 
engaged  each  other,  not  only  v/ith  vigour,  but  with  that  liberality  which  be¬ 
comes  citizens.  There  was  then  no  rude  and  boiderous  uproar,  no  boyidi 
and  tumultuous  clamour  of  The  quedion  !  the  quedion  1 

kind. 
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kind,  and  from  the  coarfefl;  bung¬ 
lers  of  th^t  vile  profeffion  ;  which 
engaged  Him  to  pafs  mod:  of  his 
Jeilure  and  jovial  hours  with  peo¬ 
ple  whofe  bialled  charafters  re- 
fledled  upon  his  own — He  was 
loved  by  many,  but  refpCiSled  by 
none,  his  familiar  and  illiberal 
mirth  and  raillery  leaving  him  no 
dignity — He  was  not  vindidive, 
but  on  the  contrary  very  placable 
to  thofe  who  had  injured  him  the 
mod; — His  good  humour,  good  na¬ 
ture,  and  beneficence  in  the  feveral 
relations  of  father,  hufband,  maf- 
ter,  and  friend,  gained  him  the 
warmed  affedionsof  all  within  that 
circle. 

His  name  will  not  be  recorded 
in  hidory  amongd  the  Bed  Men, 
or  the  Bed  Miniders,  but  much 
lefs  ought  it  to  be  ranked  amongd 
the  word.* 


Mr.  Pu  l  t  e  n  e  y. 

Mr.  Pulteney  was  formed  by 
nature  for  focial  and  convi¬ 
vial  pleafures — Refentment  made 
him  engage  in  bufinefs.  He  had 
thought  himfelf  dighted  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  to  whom  he  pub- 
lickly  avowed  not  only  revenge, 
but  utter  dedrudtion.  He  had 
lively  and  fhining  parts,  a  furpri- 
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zing  quicknefs  of  wit,  and  a  happy 
turn  to  the  mod  amuling  and  enter¬ 
taining  kinds  ot  poetry,  as  epi¬ 
grams,  ballads,  odes,  &c.  in  all 
which  he  had  an  uncommon  faci¬ 
lity.  His  compofitions  in  that  way 
were  fometimes  fatyrical,  often  li¬ 
centious,  but  always  full  of  wit. 

He  had  a  quick  and  clear  con¬ 
ception  of  bufinefs,  could  equally 
dete(d  and  praflife  fophidry — he 
could  date  and  explain  the  mod 
intricate  matters,  even  in  figures, 
with  the  utmod  perfpicuity.  His 
parts  were  rather  above  bufinefs, 
and  the  warmth  of  his  imagination, 
joined  to  the  impetuofity  and  red- 
leflhefs  of  his  temper,  made  him 
incapable  of  conducing  it  long  to¬ 
gether  w'ith  prudence  and  deadi- 
nefs. 

He  was  a  mod  complete  orator 
and  debater  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  eloquent,  entertaining,  per- 
fuafive-  drong,  ?md  pathetic,  as 
occafion  required  ;  for  he  had  ar¬ 
guments,  wit,  and  tears  at  his  com¬ 
mand.  His  bread  was  the  feat  of 
all  thofe  paffions  which  degrade  our 
nature  and  didurb  our  reafon. 
There  they  raged  in  a  perpetual 
confliid  ;  but  Avarice,  the  meaned 
of  them  all,  generally  triumphed, 
ruled  abfolutely,  and  in  many  in- 
ftances,  which  I  forbear  to  men¬ 
tion,  mojl  fcandaloiijly . 


*  No  minifter  was  ever  fo  liberal  in  rewartling  his  authors  as  W.  It  has 
been  faid,  and  I  believe  proved  beyond  contradiction,  that  Arnall,  the  writer 
of  TheBritifii  Journal,  at  different  times,  had  dims  from  him  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thoufimd  pounds.  The  {lighted  favour  from  the  prefs  was  dire  to  be 

amply  rewarded  ;  of  which  the  following  is  a  remarkable  inftance. - About 

the  year  1735,  feveral  very  fevere  pamphlets  were  publifiied  againd  Walpole’s 
adminidration.  Among  the  red  was  a  poem  called — Are  thefe  things  fo  ?” 
A  young  gentleman  of  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  took  it  into  his  head  to 
write  an  anCwer  to  this  piece,  to  which  he  gave  the  title  of,  “  Yes,  they  arel” 
Sir  Robert  was  fo  plealed  with  it,  though  but  a  flimfy  performance,  that  he 
fent  forRoberts,  the  publidier,  and  expreffed  his  great  fatisfaClion  at  the  com¬ 
pliment  paid  him,  by  giving  a  bank  note  of  a  hundred  pounds  ;  which  he  de- 
fu'ed  the  publidier  to  prefent  with  his  compliments  to'the  author. 


His 
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His  fudden  paffion  was  outrage¬ 
ous,  but  lupported  by  great  perio- 
nal  courage. 

Nothing  exceeded  his  ambition 
but  his  avarice  :  they  often  accom¬ 
pany  and  are  frequently  and  reci¬ 
procally  the  caufes  ’and  the  effefts 
of  each  other,  but  the  latter  is  al¬ 
ways  a  clog  upon  the  former. 

He  alfeded  good  nature  and 
companion,  and  perhaps  his  heart 
might  feel  the  misfortunes  and  dif- 
trelTes  of  his  fellow-creatures,  but 
his  hand  was  feldom  or  never 
ftretched  out  to  relieve  them. 

Though  he  was  an  able  after  of 
truth  and  fincerity,  he  could  occa- 
iionally  lay  them  afide  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  his  ambition  or  ava¬ 
rice.* 

He  was  once  in  the  greateft 
point  of  view  that  I  ever  faw  any 
iubjeft  in.  When  the  oppofition, 
of  which  he  was  the  leader  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  prevailed  at 
laft  againft  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  he 
became  the  arbiter  between  the 
crown  and  the  people :  the  former 
imploring  his  proteftion,  the  latter 
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his  fupport.  In  that  critical  mo¬ 
ment  his  various  jarring  paffions 
were  in  the  higheft  fei^ment,  and 
fora  while  fufpended  his  ruling  one. 
Senfe  of  fhame  made  him  hefitate 
at  turning  courtier  on  a  fudden, 
after  having  afted  the  patriot  fo 
long  and  with  fo  much  applaufe, 
and  his  pride  made  him  declare  that 
he  would  accept  of  no  place,  vainly 
imagining,  that  he  could  by  fuch  a 
fimulated  and  temporary  felf-denial 
preferve  his  popularity  with  the 
people,  and  his  power  at  court. f 
He  was  miftaken  in  both.  The 
king  hated  him  alraoft  as  much  for 
what  he  might  have  done,  as  for 
what  he  had  done :  and  a  motley 
miniftry  was  formed  who  by  no 
means  defired  his  company. 

The  nation  looked  upon  him  as 
a  deferter,  and  he  Ihrunk  into  in- 
lignificancy  and  an  eafldom. 

He  made  feveral  attempts  after¬ 
wards  to  retrieve  the  popularity  he 
had  loft,  but  in  vain — his  fituatiou 
would  not  allow  it — ^he  was  fixed 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  hofpital 
of  incurables,  and  his  retreat  to 


*  During  the  courfe  of  his  long  oppofition,  his  animofity  to  Walpole  led 
bini  (as  we  are  informed  by  the  ingenious  reviewer  of  Lord  Chefterfieki’s  Cha- 
rafters)  into  tliat  moft  fcandalous  praftice  of  betraying  private  converfation. 
Mr.  Pulteney  in  a  pamphlet  which  he  publlflied  about  the  year  1735,  ^"d  which 
contained  a  particular  defence  of  himfeif  againft  a  minifterial  work  called 
«  Scandal  and  Defamation  difplayed,”  declared  upon  his  honour,  that  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Walpole  had  fpoken  in  very  flight  terms  of  the  king  when  Prince  of 
Wales}  he  quoted  the  very  words  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  made  ufe  of  by 
the  minifter,  and  wliich  conveyed  great  marks  of  contempt.  However,  he  loft 
his  aim  }  for  the  king  generoufly  took  the  part  of  the  perfon  betrayed  }  and,  to 
Ihew  his  indignation  againft  the  informer,  with  his  own  hand  he  ftruck  his 
name  from  the  lift  of  privy  counfellors. 

f  We  are  told  by  the  above-mentioned  author,  that  the  following  accident, 
which  happened  during  the  adjournment  of  parliament,  might  poffibly  acci- 
lerate  his  determination  : — As  he  was  riding  in  Hyde  Park,  he  had  an  acci¬ 
dental  fall  from  his  horfe,  which  gave  him  a  flight  bruife }  the  king  happened 
to  come  by  at  the  very  inftant,  and  being  informed  of  Mr.  Pulteney’s  misfor¬ 
tune,  he  immediately  went  to  him,  took  him  into  his  coach,  and  fliewed  fuch 
concern  for  him,  as  could  not  but  foothe  and  affeft  the  mind  of  a  perfon  fo  pub- 
liekly  diftinguiflied  by  his  fovereign  at  fo  critical  a  time, 

j  popularity 
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popularity  was  cut  off — For  the 
conhdence  of  the  people,  whenonce 
great,  and  once  loft,  is  never  to  be 
regained — He  lived  afterwards  in 
retirement  with  the  wretched  ccm- 
lort  of  Horace’s  mifer, 

Fopulus  me  Jihilat 

I  may  perhaps  be  fufpecied  to 
have  given  too  ftrong  colouring  to 
fome  features  of  this  portrait ;  but 
I  folemnly  proteft,  that  1  have 
drawn  it  confcientioufty  and  to  the 
beft  of  my  knowledge,  from  very 
long  acquaintance  with  and  obfer- 
vation  of  the  original.  Nay,  1 
have  rather  fofcened  than  heighten  - 
ed  the  colouring. f 
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Lord  H  a  r  d  w  j  c  k  e. 

Lord  Hardwlcke  was  perhaps 
the  greateft  magiftratc  that 
this  country  ever  had.  He  pre- 
fided  in  the  court  of  chancery  above 
twenty  years,  and  in  all  that  time 
none  of  his  decrees  were  reverfed, 
nor  the  juftnefs  of  them  ever  quef- 
tioned.  Though  avarice  was  his 
ruling  paflion,  he  was  never  in  the 
leaft  fufpecied  of  any  kind  of  cor¬ 
ruption — a  rare  and  meritorious 
inftance  of  virtue  and  felf- denial, 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  cra¬ 
ving,  infatiable,  and  increaflng 
paflion  ! 


Upon  the  death  of  George  the  Second,  theE.  of  B.  made  a  tender  of  his 
fervices  to  his  prefent  majefty. — The  offer  was  accepted,  fo  far  as  to  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  his  advice  ;  but  the  Great  Perfon  knew  his  character  was  fo  difagree- 
able  to  all  parties,  and  fo  odious  to  the  people  in  genera),  that  he  could  not 
think  of  giving  him  any  poft  In  the  adminiftiation.  It  is  afHrmed  with  great 
confidence,  that,  whenever  his  opinion  was  afked  relating  to  ftate-matters,  he 
conftantly  gave  it  againft  the  popular  fide  of  the  queftion. 

t  In  juftice  to  the  noble  earl’s  memory  v/e  cannot  pafs  by  this  opportunity 
of  fubmitting  to  the  reader’s  judgment  another  chara6ler,  differing  in  many  re- 
fpeas  from  that  which  my  Lord  Chefterfield  has  given  us  of  him,  and  drawn 
by  a  perfon  of  found  judgment,  ftria  veracity,  and  who  enjoyed  a  long  and  in¬ 
timate  conneaion  with  him,  Dr.  Z.  Pearce,  late  Bifliop  of  Rochefter. 

William  Pulteney,  Earl  of  Bath,  defeended  from  a  very  ancient  family, 
(the  De  Pultneys,  who,  I  think,  came  to  England  with  the  Norman  Duke, 
William,)  was,  by  inheritance  aqd  prudent  oeconomy,  poffeffed  of  a  very  large 
eftate,  out  of  which  he  yearly  bellowed,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
were  lefs  acquainted  with  him,  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  his  whole  income. 
He  was  z  firm  friend  to  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  his  country,  and  free  from 
ail  the  vices  of  the  age,  even  in  his  youth.  He  conftantly  attended  the  public 
worlhip  of  God,  and  all  the  offices  of  it  in  his  parilh-church,  while  his  health 
permitted  it;  and  when  his  great  age  and  infirmities  prevented  him  from  fo 
doing,  he  fupplied  that  defeft  by  daily  reading  over  the  morning-fervice  of  the 
church  before  he  came  out  of  his  bedchamber.  That  he  had  quick  and  lively 
parts,  a  fine  head,  and  found  judgment,  the  many  things  which  he  publiftiei 
occafionally,  fufficiently  teftify.  He  had  twice,  chiefly  by  his  own  perfonal 
weight,  overturned  the  miniftry;  viz.  in  1741  and  1745;  though  he  kept  not 
in  power  long  at  each  of  thofe  great  event',  which  was  occafioned  by  his  ad¬ 
hering  to  his  refolution  of  not  filling  any  place  of  profit  or  honour  in  the  admi- 
niftration ;  and  by  fome  other  means  lefs  creditable  to  his  affociates  than  to 
himfelf,  which  the  writer  of  this  account  is  well  acquainted  with.  The  Biffiou 
of  Rochefter  had  lived  near  forty  years  in  friendOiip  with  him  j  and,  fora 
great  part  of  thofe  years,  in  an  intimacy  with  him.” 


He 
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He  had  great  and  clear  parts ; 
underhood,  loved,  and  cuitivated 

the  belles  lettres. 

He  was  an  agreeable,  eloquent 
fpeaker  in  parliament,  but  not 
v/ithout  fome  little  tincture  of  the 
pleader. 

Men  are  apt  to  miftake,^  or  at 
leafl  to  feem  to  mi  flake  their  own 
talents,  in  hopes  peihaps  of  mif- 
leading  others  to  allow  them  that 
which  they  are  confcious  tliey^  do 
not  pofTefs.  Thus  Lord  Hardwicke 
valued  himfelf  more  upon  bein^a 
great  minifler  of  flate,  which  he 
certainly  was  not,  than  upon  being 
a  great  magiflrate,  which  he  cer¬ 
tainly  was. 

All  his  notions  were  clear,  but 
none  of  them  great.  Good  order 
and  domelHc  details  were  his  pro¬ 
per  department.  The  great  and 
ihining  parts  of  government, 
though  not  above  his  parts  to  con¬ 
ceive,  were  above  his  timidity  to 
undertake. 

By  great  and  lucrative  employ¬ 
ments,  during  the  courfe  of  thirty 
years,  and  by  ftill  greater  parfimo- 
ny,  he  acquired  an  immenfe  for¬ 
tune,  and  eliablifhed  his  numerous 
family  in  profitable  polls  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  alliances.* 


I'hough  he  had  been  folicitor 
and  attorney  general,  he  was  by 
no  means  what  is  called  a  preroga* 
tive  lawyer— he  loved  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  maintained  the  jufl  pre¬ 
rogative  of  the  crown,  but  without 
ftretching  it  to  the  oppreffion  of 
the  people. 

He  was  naturally  humane,  mo¬ 
derate,  and  decent,  and  when  by 
his  former  employments  he  was 
obliged  to  profecute  llate-criminais, 
he  difcharged  that  duty  in  a  very 
different  manner  from  mofl  of  his 
predeceflors,  who  were  too  juflly 
called  the  Blood-hounds  of  the 
crown. 

He  was  a  ch earful  and  infiruc- 
tive  companion,  humane  in  his  na¬ 
ture,  decent  in  his  manners,  un- 
flained  with  any  vice  (avarice  ex¬ 
cepted)  a  very  Great  Magiflrate, 
but  by  no  means  a  Great  Minifter. 


M  R.  F  0  X. 

..  Henry  Fox  was  a  younger 
brother  of  the  lowefl  ex- 
tradlion.'f  His  father,  Sir  Stephen. 
Fox,  made  a  confiderable  fortune, 
fo7ne  ho’vo  or  other,  ?^nd  left  him  a 
fair  younger  brother’s  portion, 

which 


■*  The  Marriage  A<a,  fays  the  reviewer,  was  a  thing  of  his  own  creating, 
and  which  he  efpoufed  with  all  his  might  and  vigour:  it  met  with  great  oppo- 
fition  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  thought,  by  all  impaitial  peop  e,  a 
very  improper  law  in  a  commercial  country,  where  all  poffible  methods  mouia 
be  taken  to  encourage  a  legal  commerce  between  the  fexes.  However,  by  ais 
great  power  and  influence,  the  ^chancellor  carried  this  bill  triumphantly 
through  both  houfes.  Thofe  who  pretended  to  know  his  real  intentions  gave 
our,  that,  in  the  profecution  of  this  buflnefs,  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart 
as  the  fecuiing  his  own  children  from  rafh  and  imprudent  maiiiages. 

t  The  editor  of  the  Charaaers  has  correaed  this  miftake  of  Lord  Shelter- 
field’s,  and  has  given  us  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Fox  s  family.  Mi. 
Henry  Fox  was  the  fecond  furviving  fon  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox.  Sir  Stephen  was 
one  of  the  younger  of  many  children,  and  his  father,  Mr.  William  Fox,  was 
a  gentleman  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  poflefiing  a  landed  eftate  of  about  300!#  a 
year  j  which  eftate,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  muft  have  been  at  one  tirne 
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which  he  foon  fpent  in  the  com¬ 
mon  vices  of  youth,  gaming  in¬ 
cluded,  '^rhis  obliged  him  to  tra¬ 
vel  for  fome  time.  While  abroad, 
he  met  with  a  very  falacious  Eng- 
lilhvvoman,  v^hofe  liberality  re- 
treived  his  fortune,  with  feveral 
circumllances,  more  to  the  honoiu: 
of  his  vigour  than  his  morals. 

When  he  returned,  though  by 
education  a  Jacobite,  he  attached 
himfelf  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and 
was  one  of  his  ableft  ek'-ues.  He 
had  no  fixed  principles  either  of 
religion  or  morality,  and  was  too 
unweary  in  ridiculing  and  explo¬ 
ding  them. 

He  had  very  great  abilities  and 
indefatigable  indufiry  in  bufinefs, 
great  Ikill  in  managing,  that  is, 
in  corrupting,  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  a  wonderful  dexterity 
in  attaching  individuals  to  him- 
fclf.  He  promoted,  encouraged, 
and  pradifed  their  vices ;  he  gra¬ 
tified  their  avarice,  or  fupplied 
their  profufion.  He  wifely  and 
pundually  performed  whatever  he 
promifed,  and  mofl  liberally  re¬ 


warded  their  attachment  and  de- 
pendance.  By  thefe  and  all  other 
means  that  can  be  imagined,  he 
made  himfelf  many  perfonal  friends 
and  political  dependants. 

hfe  was  a  moft  difagreeable 
fpeakerin  parliament,  inelegant  in 
his  language,  hefitating  a.id  un¬ 
graceful  in  his  elocution,  but  fkill- 
ful  in  difeerniug  the  temper  of  the 
houfe,  and  in  knowing  when  and 
how  toprefs  or  to  yield. 

A  conftant  good  humour  and 
Teeming  franknefs  made  him  a  wel¬ 
come  companion  in  focial  life,  and 
in  all  domeibc  relations  he  was 
goodnatured. 

As  he  advanced  in  life,  his  am¬ 
bition  became^  fubfervient  to  his 
avarice.  His  early  profufion  and 
difiipation  had  made  him  feel  the 
many  inconveniences  of  want,  and, 
as  it  often  happens,  carried  him  to 
the  contrary  and  worfe  extreme  of 
corruption  and  rapine.  Rem,  quo^ 
cwique  modo  rem  became  his  maxim, 
which  he  obferved  (I  will  not  fay 
re]i  giouflv  and  fcrupuloufly)  but  in¬ 
variably  and  lhamefully. 


in  that  family  from  father  to  fon  at  leafi:  two  hundred  years.  The  prefent 
Earl  of  Ilchefter,  heir  and  elder  branch  of  that  family,  is  the  prefent  pofiefibr 
of  it.  It  is  at  a  place  called  Farley,  where  tiie  family  has  been  buried,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  their  monuments  in  that  church,  authenticaviug  the  fadls  here  ad¬ 
vanced.  Sir  Stephen  Fox  was  in  his  earlieft  youth  recommended  as  a  compa¬ 
nion  to  King  Charles  the  Second,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  by  the  Eai  J  of 
Northumberland,  who  protefled  and  in  fome  Ibrt  educated  this  young  perfon, 
the  fon  of  his  friend  and  neighbour  5  as  was  very  cuifomary  with  the  great  no¬ 
blemen  of  that  time,  who  had  ufually  in  their  houfes  fome  of  the  Tons  of  the 
lower  Mobility  and  of  the  gentry  to  be  brought  np  under  their  care  and  infpec- 
tion.  Mr.  Fox,  afterwards  Sir  Stephen,  accompanied  his  majefty  during  his 
exile,  and  befides  receiving  difiinguilliing  marks  of  the  royal  favour  abroad, 
upon  his  return  to  England,  and  at  the  reftoration,  he  was  made  privy  coun- 
Icllor,  paymalter  of  the  anny,  and  was  at  one  time  firll  commifiioner  of  the 
trealury.  Sir  Stephen  had  by  his  firft  lady  two  daughters,  the  one  married  to 
the  Earl  of  Northampton,  the  other  to  the  Lord  Cornwallis — two  families  the 
moll  utilikely  to  have  condefeended  to  mean  or  unfuitabie  alliances.  He  died 
at  a  very  advanced  age,  leaving  two  fons,  who  were  afterwards  the  Earl  of  II- 
chefter  and  Lord  Holland,  and  one  daughter,  the  mother  of  the  prefent  Lord 
Digby. 
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Ke  Had  not  the  leaft  notion  of,  or 
regard  for,  the  public  good  or  ihe 
Conixitution,  but  defpifqd  thoie 
cares,  as  the  objefts  of  narrow 
iiiinds,  or  the  pretences  of  inter- 
efted  ones.  And  he  lived,  asBi  U- 
tus  died,  calling  Virtue  only  a 
name. 

The  following  traits  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
charadlcr  are  given  us  by  tlie 
judicious  writer  of  Lord  Chef- 
terfield’s  Charatlers  reviewed, 
and  will  ferve  to  make  the  re- 
femblance  more  perfect  and 
complete. 

WHEN  he  applied  to  buflnefs, 
he  |rroved  himfelf  equal  to  any 
employment.  He  iludied  his  great 
mailer  Walpole  with  fuccefs  ;  drew 
from  him  what  was  ufeful  in  his 
minifterial  capacity and  copied 
him  in  the  joyous  part  of  his  cha- 
radler,  which  bed  fuited  his  future 
views  of  gaining  friends.  He  fof- 
tened  the  broad  flaring  mirth  and 
licentious  feflivity  of  Walpole  into 
a  conviviality  more  agreeable,  into 
wit  more  relifhing,  and  gaiety- 
more  palatable. 

George  the  Second  Had  often* 
experienced  his  abilities,  as  w-’ell 
as  a  conflant  and  ready  fubmiffion 
to  hL  will.  In  a  very  critical 
time,  he  truflsd  to  him  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  his  bufinefs  in  the 
Houle  of  commons.  Fox  w'as  fo 
far  intoxicated  with  royal  favour, 
that  his  natural  cautio5i  forfook 
Him  ;  he  lent  cards  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  importing  that 
the  king  had  traded  to  his  care 
ihe  management  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. — The  glaring  abfurdity  of 
fiach  a  behaviour  difgufled  every 
body  ; — his  power  was  immediate¬ 
ly  lofl,  and  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
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fgnhis  place.  Flis  influence  wd'th 
his  mafler  continued  Hill  as  great 
as  ever,  and  he  gained  a  more  lu¬ 
crative  employment  under  a  mi- 
niller  who  iiated  him. 

His  art  in  managing  eledlions 
was  fuperior  :~a  late  con  tell  for 
the  county  of  Oxford  will  not  be 
foon  forgotten,  nor  his  fkill  in  ma¬ 
naging  for  the  party  he  eipoufed. 
He  knew  beyond  all  men  the  true 
method  of  gaining  votes.  A 
tradefnian  in  the  Strand,  who  has 
fince  figured  in  Germany  as  a 
commifiary,  w'as  well  rewarded  for 
underflanding  and  obeying  the 
commands  of  his  friend  and  pa¬ 
tron,  upon  this  and  other  limilar 
occafions. 

Fox  was  an  excellent  hufband,. 
a  mofl  indulgemt  father,  a  kind 
mafeer,.  a  courteous  neighbour  ; 
and,  what  the  world  in  general 
has  little  known,  but  which  I  now 
tell  them  on  the  bell;  authority,  a 
man  whofe  charities  demonfirated 
that  he  polTefTed  in  abundance  the 
milk  of  hu7n an  kindnefs. 

M  K .  P  1  T  T , 

Mr.  Pitt  owed  his  rife  to  the 
mofl  conliderable  polls  and 
power  in  this  kingdom  fmgly  to 
his  own  abilities.  In  him  they 
fupplied  the  want  of  birth  and  for¬ 
tune,  which  latter,  in  others,  too 
often  fupply  the  want  of  the  for¬ 
mer.  Fie  was  a  younger  brother 
of  a  very  new  family,  and  his  for¬ 
tune  was  onlv  an  annuity  of  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year. 

The  army  was  his  original  defli- 
nation,  and  a  cornetev  of  horfehis 
firfl  and  only  commilTion  in  it. 
Thus  unafiilied  by  favour  or  for- 
tune,r  he  had  no  powerful  protedor 

tOs 
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to  Introduce  him  into  bufinefs,  and 
(if  1  may  ufe  that  exprelTion)  to  do 
tile  honours  of  his  parts — but  their 
own  ftrength  was  fully  fufiicient. 

His  conhitution  refufed  him  the 
ufual  pleafures,  and  his  genius  for¬ 
bid  him  the  idle  diffipacions  of 
youth,  for  fo  early  as  at  the  age  of 
fixteen  he  was  the  martyr  cf  an  he¬ 
reditary  gout.  He  therefore  em¬ 
ployed  the  leifure,  which  that  tedi¬ 
ous  and  painful  diftemper  either" 
procured  or  allowed  him  in  acqui- 
ring  a  great  fund  of  premature  and 
ufeful  knowledge.*  Thus  by  the 
unaccountable  relation  of  caufes 
and  efFe<5ls,  what  feemed  the  great- 
ell:  misfortune  of  his  life  was  per¬ 
haps  the  principal  caufeof  its  fplen- 
dour. 

His  private  life  was  llained  by 
no  vice,  nor  fullied  by  any  mean- 
nefs.  All  his  fentiments  w'ere  li¬ 
beral  and  elevated.  His  ruling 
pafiion  was  an  unbounded  ambi¬ 
tion,  which  when  fupported  by 
great  abilities,  and  crowned  with 
great  fuccefs,  make  what  the 
world  calls  a  Great  Man. 

He  was  haughty,  imperious,  im¬ 
patient  of  contradiction,  and  over¬ 
bearing — qualities  which  coo  often 
accompany,  but  always  clog,  great 
ones. 
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He  had  manners  and  addrefs, 
but  one  might  difeern  through, 
them  too  great  a  confeioufnefs  of 
his  own  fuperior  talents. 

He  was  a  molt  agreeable  and 
lively  companion  in  focial  life,  and 
had  fuch  a  verfatility  of  wit,  that 
he  would  adopt  it  to  all  forts  of 
converfation.  He  had  alfo  a  molt 
happy  turn  to  poetry  ;  but  he  feH 
dom  indulged,  and  feldom  avowed 
it. 

He  came  young  into  parliament,' 
and  upon  that  great  theatre  he 
foon  equalled  the  oldelt  and  the 
ableit  aClors.f  His  eloquence  was 
of  every  kind,  and  he  excelled  in 
the  argumentative,  as  well  as  in 
the  declamatory  way.  But  his  in- 
veClives  were  terrible,  and  uttered 
with  fuch  energy  cf  diClion,  and 
fuch  dignity  of  aCtion  a,nd  counte¬ 
nance,  that  he  intimidated  thofe 
who  were  the  moR:  willing  and  the 
beft  able  to  encounter  him.t  Their 
arms  fell  out  of  their  hands,  and 
they  ihrunk  -under  the  afeendant 
which  his  genius  gained  over 
their’s.jl 

In  that  affembly,  where  public 
good  is  fo  much  talked  of,  and 
private  intcrelt  fingly  purfued,  he 
fet  oat  with  aCling  the  patriot,  and 
performed  that  part  fo  ably,  thas 


*  Notvvlthftanding  what  is  here  faid  by  the  noble  author,  it  is  well  known 
that  Pitt,  when  a  boy  at  Eton,  was  the  piide  and  boaft  of  the  jehool  :  Di-.in 
Bland,  ihemalter,  valued  himfelf  upon  having  fo  bright  a  Ccholar  :  the  old 
man  Chewed  him  to  his  friends,  and  to  every  body,  as  a  prodigy. 

t  It  is  faid  that  Sir  R.  Walpole  fcarce  heard  the  found  of  his  voice  m  the 
houf.' of  commons,  but  he  was  alarmed  and  tliundevfli  vick  5  he  told  his  Biends, 
that  he  would  be  glad,  at  any  rate,  to  muzzle  that  terrible  cornet  of  horle. 
The  minifter  would  have  promoted  his  rife  in  the  army,  provided  he  would 
have  given  up  his  leat  in  parliament. 

X  Hume  Campbell  and  Lord  Mansfield.  ^  1  j  u 

y  Demofthenes  was  his  great  model  in  Ipeaklng  5  and  we  are  told,  that  he 
tranflated  fome  of  his  orations,  by  way  of  exercife,  feveral  times  over.  But 
though  he  was  delighted  with  the  manner  of  this  orator,  who  united  a  won¬ 
derful  power  of  exp^cilion  to  the  molt  forcible  method  of  reafoning,  yet  he  was 
equally  malter  cf  the  pleafmg,  diffufe,  and  pafTionate  flyle  of  the  Roman 
ti'ratdv,  e 
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he  was  adopted  by  the  public  as 
their  chief,  or  rather  their  only 
unfufpeded,  champion. 

The  weight  of  his  popularity 
and  his  univerfally  acknowledged 
abilities  obtruded  him  upon  King 
Georee  the  Second,  to  whom  he 
was  perfonally  obnoxious.  He  was 
made  fecretary  of  Hate.  In  this 
difficult  and  delicate  fituation, 
which  one  would  have  thought 
mull  have  reduced  either  the  pa¬ 
triot,  or  the  miniiler,  to  a  decifive 
option,  he  managed  with  fuch  abi¬ 
lity,  that  while  he  ferved  the  king 
more  effedlually  in  his  molt  unw^ar- 
lantable  electoral  views,  than  any 
former  miniiler,  however  willing, 
had  dared  to  do,  he  ftill  preferved 
all  his  credit  and  popularity  with 
the  public,  whom  he  affured  and 
convinced  that  the  protection  and 
defence  of  Hanover  with  an  army 
of  feventy-fiv’e  thoufand  men  in 
Britiih  pay,  was  the  only  poffible 
method  of  fecuring  our  pofleffions 
or  acquifitions  in  North  America — ■ 
So  much  eafier  is  it  to  deceive  thaVi 
to  undeceive  mankind. 

His  own  difmtereftednefs,  and 
even  contempt  of  money,  fmoothed 
his  way  to  power,  and  prevented  or 
■filenced  a  great  iliare  of  that  envy 
which  commonly  attends  it.  Moll 
men  think  that  they  have  an  equal 
natural  right  to  riches,  and  equal 
abilities  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
them,  but  not  very  many  of  them 
have  the  impudence  to  think  theni- 
felves  qualiiied  for  power. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  will  make  a 
great  and  fiiining  figure  in  the  an- 

o  o  o 

nals  of  this  country;  notwithfcand- 
ing  the  blot  which  his  acceptance 
of  three  thoufand  pounds  per  an¬ 
num  penfion  for  three  lives,  upon 
his  voluntary  refignation  of  the 
feals,  in  the  Jirfi  year  of  the  prefent 
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king,  mull  make  in  his  charafler, 
efpecially  as  to  the  dilintereiled 
part  of  it. — However,  it  mull  be 
acknowledged,  that  he  had  thofe 
qualities  w'hich  none  but  a  Great 
Man  can  have,  with  a  mixture,  of 
fome  of  thofe  failings,  which  are 
the  common  lot  of  wretched  and 
imperfeht  human  nature, 

^he  follonving  Chara^er  appears  t6 
ha^ve  been  dravjn  in  the  Tear  1759, 
nineteen  Years  after  Lord  Scarbo- 
rough’j  Death.  It  is  7nore finijhed 
than  any  of  thofe  nsjhich  ^ve  haue 
already  exhibited ^  and  fur7iijhei 
co7iajinci7ig  proof  of  the  noble  An- 
thor‘‘ s  Difce-nimeni  and  Obfet^oja- 
tion. 

Lord  Scarborough. 

T N  drawing  the  character  of  Lord 
Scarborough,  I  will  be  ilndlly 
upon  my  guard  againil  the  partia¬ 
lity  of  that  intimate  and  unreferved 
friendffiip,  in  which  we  Jived  for 
more  than  twenty  years  ;  to  which 
friend fnip,  as  well  as  to  the  public 
notoriety  of  it,  I  owe  much  more 
than  my  pride  will  let  my  grati¬ 
tude  own.  If  this  may  be  fufpe6led 
to  have  biaffed  my  judgment,  it 
mull  at  the  fame  time  be  allowed  to 
have  informed  it ;  for  the  moil  fe- 
cret  movements  of  his  foul,  were, 
without  difguife,  communicated  to 
me  only.  However,  I  will  rather 
lower  than  heighten  the  colouring; 
I  will  mark  the  (hades,  and  draw 
a  credible  rather  than  an  exa6l 
liken  efs. 

He  had  a  very  good  perfon,  ra¬ 
ther  above  the  middle  lize ;  a 
handfome  face,  and,  when  he  was 
chcarful,  the  moft  engaging  coun¬ 
tenance  imaginable ;  v/hen  grave, 

which 
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which  he  was  ofteneft,  the  moft 
refpeclable  one ;  he  had  in  the 
higheit  degree  the  air,  manners^ 
and  addrefs  of  a  man  of  quality; 
politenefs  with  eafe,  and  dignity 
without  pride. 

Bred  in  camps  and  courts,  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  he  was  untaint¬ 
ed  with  the  fafhionable  vices  of 
thofe  warm  climates ;  but,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expredion,  he 
dignified  them,  inftead  of  their 
degrading  him  into  any  mean  or 
indecent  a^lion.  He  had  a  good 
degree  of  claffical,  and  a  great  one 
of  modern  knowledge,  with  a 
jufi;,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  deli¬ 
cate  take. 

In  his  common  expences  he  was 
liberal  within  bounds,  but  in  his 
charities  and  bounties,  he  had  none. 

I  have  known  them  put  him  to  fome 
prefent  inconveniencies. 

He  was  a  ftrong,  but  not  an  elo¬ 
quent  or  florid  fpeaker  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  fpoke  fo  unaffectedly 
the  honeft  dictates  of  his  heart, 
that  truth  and  virtue,  which  never 
want,  and  feldom  wear  ornaments, 
teemed  only  to  borrow  his  voice. 
This  gave  fuch  an  aftonifliing 
weight  to  all  he  faid,  that  he  more 
than  once  carried  an  unwilling  ma¬ 
jority  after  him.  Such  is  the  au¬ 
thority  of  an  unfufpefted  virtue, 
that  it  would  fometimes  fliame  vice 
into  decency  at  leafl:. 

He  was  not  only  offered  but 
preffed  to  accept  the  pofl:  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  but  he  conftantly  re- 
fufed  it.  I  once  tried  to  perfuade 
him  to  accept  it ;  but  he  told  me 
^that  both  the  natural  warmth  and 
melancholy  of  his  temper  made 
him  unfit  for  it,  and  that  moreover 
he  knew  very  well  that  in  thofe 
minifterial  employments  the  courfe 
of  bufine^  made  it  neceflary  to  do 


many  hard  things,  and  fome  unjuft 
ones,  which  could  only  be  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  jefuitical  cafuiftry  of 
the  diredlion  of  the  intention  :  a 
dodlrine  which  he  faid  he  could 
not  poffibly  adopt.  Whether  he 
was  the  firft  that  ever  made  that 
objedion  I  cannot  affirm,  but  I 
fufped  that  he  will  be  the  laft. 

He  was  a  true  conftitutional  and 
yet  p  radii  cable  patriot ;  a  fin  cere 
lover,  and  a  zealous  afferter  of  the 
natural,  civil,  and  religious  rights 
of  his  country. 

But  he  would  not  quarrel  with 
the  crown  for  a  few  flretches  of  the 
prerogative  ;  nor  vvith  the  people 
tor  fome  unwary  ebullitions  of  li- 
l^erty  ;  nor  with  any  one  for  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  in  fpeculative 
points.  He  confidered  the  con- 
llitution  in  the  aggregate,  and  on¬ 
ly  watched  that  no  one  part  of  it 
fhould  preponderate  too  much. 

His  moral  charadler  was  fo  pure, 
that,  if  one  may  fay  of  thatimper- 
fedl  creature  man,  what  a  cele¬ 
brated  hiftorian  fays  of  Scipio,  nil 
n  71  laudandum  ant  dixit ^  aut  fecit ^ 
aut  fenft^  I  flncerely  think  (I  had 
almoft  faid  I  know)  one  might  fay 
it  with  great  truth  of  him,  one 
Angle  inflance  excepted,  which 
fliali  be  mentioned. 

He  joined  to  the  nobleft  and 
ftridleft  principles  of  honour  and 
generoiity,  the  tefidereft  fenti- 
ments  of  benevolence  and  com- 
paffion  ;  and  he  was  naturally 
warm  ;  he  could  not  even  hear  of 
an  injullice  or  a  bafenefs  without  a 
fudden  indignation  ;  nor  of  the 
misfortunes  or  miferiesofa  fellow- 
creature,  without  melting  into 
fofenefs,  and  endeavouring  to  re¬ 
lieve  them. 

This  part  of  his  charadler  w^as 
fo  univerfally  known,  that  our  bell 
C  3  ami 
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and  moil  fatyrical  Englifh  poet 
fays, 

When  I  confefs  there  is  who  feels  for 
fame. 

And  melts  to  goodnefs,  Scaib’rough 
need  I  name  ? 

He  had  not  the  leaft  pride  of  birth 
and  rank  ;  that  common  narrow 
notion  of  little  minds,  that  wretch¬ 
ed  millaken  fuccedaneam  of  me¬ 
rit  ;  but  he  wa^  jealous  to  anxiety 
of  his  charadler,  as  all  men  are  who 
dcferve  a  good  one.  And  fuch  was 
his  diffidence  upon  that  fubjeft, 
that  he  never  could  be  perfuaded 
that  mankind  really  thought  of 
hiim  as,  they  did.  For  farely  never 
man  had  a  higher  reputation,  and 
never  man  enjoyed  a  more  univer- 
fai  efteem  ;  even  knaves  refpefted 
him,  and  fools  thought  they  loved 
him.  If  he  had  any  enemies  (for  I 
proteft  I  never  knew  one)  they 
could  only  be  fuch  as  were 'weary 
of  always  hearing  of  Ariftides  the 
Juft. 

He  was  too  fubje6l  to  fudden 
gufts  of  paffion,  but  they  never 
Iiurried  him  into  any  illiberal  or 
indecent  exprefficn  or  adlion  ;  To 
invincibly  habitual  to  him  were 
good  nature  and  good  manners. 
But  if  ever  any  word  happened  to 
fall  from  him  in  warmth,  which 
upon  lubfequent  reftedlion  he  him- 
felf  thought  too  flrong,  he  was  ne¬ 
ver  caiy  till  he  had  made  more 
than  fuincient  atonement  for  it. 

He  had  a  moft  unfortunate,  I 
wiU’cali  it  a  moft  fatal  kind  of 
jnelancholy  in  his  nature,  which 
often  made  him  both  ab.'cnt  and 
jilent  in  company,  but  never  mo- 
rofe  or  four.  At  other  times  he 
was  a  cheerful  and  agreeable  com- 
panion  ;  but,  confeious  that  he 
\vas  not  always  fo,  he  avoided  com- 
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pany  too  much,  and  was  too  often 
alone,  giving  way  to  a  train  of 
gloomy  reftediions. 

His  conftitution,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  robuft,  broke  rapidly  at  the 
latter  end  of  his  life,  tie  had  two 
fevere  ftrokes  of  apoplexy  or  palfy, 
which  confiderably  affedled  his 
body  and  his  mind. 

I  defire  that  this  may  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  full  and  finifhed 
charadler,  writ  for  the  fake  of  wri¬ 
ting  it ;  but  as  my  folemn  depofit 
of  the  truth  to  the  beft^  of  my 
knowledge.  I  owed  this  Irnall  tri¬ 
bute  of  juftice,  fuch  as  it  is,  to  the 
memory  of  the  beft  man  I  ever 
knew,  and  of  the  deareft  friend  I 
ever  had. 

[The  adl  of  violence  which  this 
noble  lord  commuted  on  himfelf, 
in  1740,  is  thus  related  by  the 
editor:] 

“  The  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  he  accompliffied  this  refolu- 
tion,  he  paid  a  long  vifit  to  Lord 
Chefterrieid,  and  opened  himfeli 
to  him  with  great  earneftnefs  on 
many  fubjedfs.  As  he  appeared 
fomewhat  difeompofed,  his  friend 
preifed  him  to  flay  and  dine  with 
him,  which  he  refufed,  but  ten¬ 
derly  embraced  him  at  parting.  It 
happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  con- 
verfation  that  lomething  wasfpoken 
of  which  related  to  SirWm.  Tem¬ 
ple’s  negoiciations,  when  the  two 
friends  not  agreeing  about  the  cir- 
cumftances,  Lord  Cheiterfield, 
whofe  memory  was  at  all  times  re¬ 
markably  good,  referredLd.  S.  to 
the  page  of  Sir  W.’s  memoirs, 
where  the  matter  was  mentioned. 
After  his  lordlhip’s  death  the  book 
was  found  open  at  that  very  page, 
feveral  other  books  being  piled 
about  him,  with  the  piftol  in  his 
mouth.  Thus  he  feems,  in  his 

iaft 
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Uft  moments,  to  have  been  hill 
attentive  to  his  friend,  and  defirous 
that  he  fliould  know  he  was  fo. 
This  fatal  catallrophe  was  univer- 
fally  lamented,  tenderly  ceniured, 
and  entirely  excufed  by  thofe  who 
confidered  the  unaccountable  effects 
of  natural  evils  upon  the  human 
mind.  But  what  mull  Lord  Chef- 
terfield’s  fituation  have  been  upon 
his  being,  informed  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  event?  His  excellent  lady 
does  not,  even  now,  without  the 
greateft  emotion,  fpeak  oi  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  his  lordlhip,  on  her 
return  home  at  night,  acquainted 
her  with  his  lofs  of  that  amiable 
nobleman  ;  llie  ever  after  lamented 
that  he  did  not  detain  him  at  his 
houfe,  faying  he  might  perhaps 
have  been  faved,  if  he  had  not 
been  left  to  hirnfelf  that  day^ 

Earl  ChesT’ERfielb. 

Hbhcharafler  ofLord,  Chefter- 
held  is  generally  well  under- 
Itood. — It  is  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  he  was  a  difcreet  Clodius;  a 
fober  duke  of  Wharton — born  with 
inferior  abilities  to  thofe  which 
dilHnguidied  that  unfortunate,  no¬ 
bleman,  but  with  the  fame  paffion 
for  univerfal  admiration,  he  was 
mafter  of  more  prudence  and  dif- 
cretio)! . 

He  formed  h'tnfelf  very  early  to 
make  a  difcinguifiied  figure  in  the 
hate.  Impelled  by  his  ruling  paf¬ 
fion,  he  applied  himfelt  aliiduoufly 
to  litidies  which  might  render  him 
an  accomplilhed  fpeaker,  an  able 
negotiator,  a  couniellor  in  the*  ca- 
_  billet — to  lum  up  all,  one  equal  to 
any  civil  employment.  'fhere 
.  dannot  be  a  doubt  that  he  aimed  at 
acquiring  the  oHce  of  prime  rni- 
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niher  ;  or  at  leaf!  the  power  of 
appointing  the  perlori  whom  he 
approved  to  that  poll.  But  the 
fuperior  abilities  of  Walpu^le  dii- 
appointed  his  ambition. 

His  fituation  was  fl  ittering  :  — 
When  young,  he  was  placed  about 
the  perfon  of  George  the  Second, 
when  Prince  of  Wales  ;  he  did  not 
rede£l,  that  thofe  who  are  in  the 
moft  elevated  flation  have  no  idea 
of  fi  iendfhip  independent  of  a  moll 
implicit,  not  to  i3.y  ahjeSi,  refigna- 
tion  to  their  wjll.  His  marriage 
with  the  Dutchefs  of  Kendal’s 
niece,  fo  far  from  advancing  his 
interell  at  court,  occafioned  a  liti¬ 
gation  between  him'.and  his  fove- 
reign. 

He  underftood  what  is  called  the 
balance  of  Europe,  or  the  feveral 
interefls  and  claims  of  its  princes, 
perfeilly.  This  fcience,  with  his 
polifhed  addrefs,  qualified  him  to 
be  one  of  the  ablefl  negotiators  of 
his  time.  He  made  hirnfelf  ac¬ 
quainted  \yith  the  characters  of  all 
the  great  men  in  the  icveral  courts 
of  Europe  ;  he  knew  their  in¬ 
trigues,  their  attachments,  and 
their  foibles ;  and  was  enabled 
from  thence  to  counteract  all  their 
political  raachinadoiis. 

I  am  perfuaded  that  his  being 
fent  on  his  firfl  embaffy  to  Holland 
was  rather  an  honourable  exile 
than  a  mark  of  favour ;  he  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  treu- 
blefome,  at  home.  Walpole  did 
not  envy  him  the  honour  of  fhining 
among  the  Dutch,  and  eclipling  a 
Ihepch  envoy  by  his  luperior 
adroitneis. 

As  a  fpeaker,  he  is  juflly  cele¬ 
brated  for  a  certain  accuracy,  as 
well  as  brilliancy,  of  flylc  ;  for 
pointed  wit,  gay  humour,  and 
iportive  facetiouliicls.  However, 
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his  admirers  muft  confefs,  that  he 
never  could  reach  the  fublime  in 
oratory.  Of  ail  the  great  fpeakers 
ancient  and  modern,  he  chiefly  re- 
fern  bled  Hyperides.*"  He  fre¬ 
quently  flrove  to  difarm  his  adver- 
faries  by  the  moil  profufe  commen¬ 
dation  of  their  abilities  ;  but,  what 
is  certainly  very  reprehenfible  in 
him,  while  he  l3ellowed  unlimited 
commendations  on  the  minifters 
whom  he  oppofed,  he  threw  out 
the  moil  Hinging  refledlions  on  the 
prince,  as  if  he  ha,d  forgotten  tliat 
the  fervants  of  the  crown  are  alone 
accountable  for  errors  in  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  moll  applauded,  as  well  as 
unexceptionable  part  of  his  public 
charadler,  was  his  adminiHration 
of  Ireland  :  as  a  viceroy,  he  Ihone 
with  great  lullre,  and  was  univer- 
fally  approved ;  perhaps  he  was 
indebted  to  this  lingular  good  for¬ 
tune,  for  his  being  called  to  the 
ofiice  of  fecretary  of  Hate,  at  the 
expiration  of  his  firll  year’s  go¬ 
vernment  of  that  kingdom. 

In  private  life  we  Ihould  natu¬ 
rally  pronounce  a  Chellerlield  the 
moft  fatisfied  of  all  men ;  eafy,  gay, 
polite,  and  mailer  of  his  palTions, 
what  could  fuch  a  man  want,  to 
render  his  happinefs  complete  ?— 
The  fame  paffion  for  admiration, 
which  aftuated  him  in  public,  ac¬ 
companied  him  through  every 
walk  of  life. 

“  Tho’  wondering  fenates  hung  on 
**  all  he  fpoke  ; 

“  The  club  muh  hail  him  mailer  of 
“  the  joke.” 


When  he  had  reached  one  goal, 
he  panted  for  another.  He  aimed 
at  univerfality  of  char  after  :  he 
wilhed  to  be  elleemed  the  patron 
of  learned  men;  but  wanted  ge- 
nerolity  of  foul  to  merit  that  title. 

He  efpoufed  and  patronized  a 
great  genius  of  the  age,  who  ad- 
drehed  an  admirable  plan  of  his 
Diftionary  to  him  ;  but  the  capri- 
cioufnefs  and  unllability  of  his 
mind  prevented  his  gaining  that 
honour  hemoll  ardently  wifhed  for, 
a  dedication  of  the  work  itfelf.  A 
letter  written  to  him  on  that  me¬ 
morable  occalion  by  the  author, 
who  defplfed  his  meanhefs,  and 
difdained  to  gratify  his  vanity,  v/ill 
live  for  ever  in  the  memory  of 
thofe  who  have  been  favoured  with 
the  recital  of  it. 

It  is  impoITible  to  reconcile  to 
any  principles  of  reafon  and  mo¬ 
rality  the  Ihocking  advice  which  he 
gives  his  fon,  “  to  treat  all  wo- 
“  men  alike,  and  to  fuppofe  them 
“  all  equally  liable  to  fe>^ftlon.” 
WTs  then  his  lordlhip  fo  fuccefsful 
a  lover  ?  was  his  addrefs  fo  for¬ 
midable,  that  no  lady  could  reiill 
him  ^  His  lordfnip,  I  am  afraid, 
was  not  wholly  free  from  altefta- 
tion.  Great  wits,  and  rhen  w'ho 
court  applaufe  from  all  the  world, 
are  not  generally  the  moll  palfion- 
ate  lovers  ! 


Account  of  the  Life  of  the  late 
Mr.  Harrifon 

R.  John  Harrifon  (a  mcH  ac¬ 
curate  mechanic,  the  cele- 


*  - Habet  moratum  dicendi  genus  cum  fuavitate  jucundurn,’  leniter  dul- 

cedine  conditum  j  et  innumerae  font  in  illo  urbanitates,  nafus  maxime  forenlis, 
fellivitas  libt'ialis,  viftrix-'in  ironiis  facilitas,  joci  non  illepidi  et  minime  inept!, 
fed  re!  inbaei ente*-’,  felixque  dialyrmus,  &  multa  vis  comica,  acuieiilque  cum 
jocG  fcopum  bene  attingente,  Sc  non  imitabilis  venullas  in  his  omnrbus, 

.  187.  ed.  Pearce. 
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brated  inventor  and  maker  of  the 
famous  Time  keeper  for  aicertaining 
the  longitude  at  fea,  and  alfo  of 
the  compound,  or,  as  it  is  com¬ 
monly  called,  the  gridiron  pendu¬ 
lum)  was  born  at  Foulby,  in  the 
parifh  of  Wragby,  near  Pontetrafl 
in  Yorkfhire,  in  1693.  Thevigor 
of  his  natural  abilities,  if  not  even 
llrengthened  by  the  want  of  edu¬ 
cation,  which  confined  his  at¬ 
tention  to  few  objefls,  at  leail  am¬ 
ply  compenfated  the  deliciences  of 
it ;  as  fully  appeared  from  the 
aftonilhing  progrefs  he  made  in 
that  branch  of  mechanics  to  which 
he  devoted  himfelf.  His  father 
was  a  carpenter,  in  which  proref- 
lion  the  fon  afliiled ;  occafionally 
alfo,  accordingto  the  mifcellaneous 
pradlice  of  country  artills,  furvey- 
ing  land,  and  repairing  clocks  and 
watches.  He  was,  from  his  early 
childhood,  attached  to  any  machi¬ 
nery  moving  by  wheels,  as  ap¬ 
peared  v/hile  he  lay  fick  of  the 
frnali-pox,  about  the  6th  year  of 
his  age ;  when  he  had  a  watch 
placed  open  upon  his  pillow,  to 
amufe  himfelf  by  contemplating  on 
the  movement.  In  1700,  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  father  to  Barrow  in 
Li^colnfhire,  v/here,  though  his 
opportunities  of  acquiring  knov/- 
ledge  were  very  few,  he  eagerly  im¬ 
proved  every  incident  from  which 
he  might  colledl  information  ;  fre¬ 
quently  employing  all,  or  great  part 
of  his  nights,  in  writing,  or  draw¬ 
ing  :  and  he  always  acknowledged 
his  oblip-ations  to  a  clergyman  who 
came  every  Sunday  to  ofl-iciate  in 
the  neighbourhood,  who  lent  him 
a  MS.  copy  of  profeffor  Saunder- 
fon's  Leftures  ;  which  he  carefully 
and  neatlv  tranfcribed,  with  all  the 
diagiains.  His  native  geniua  ex¬ 
erted  itfdf  fuperior  to  tiidc  folitary 
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difadt  antages  ;  for  In  the  year 
1726,  he  had  conflrufted  two 
clocks,  mollly  of  wood,  in  which 
he  applied  the  efcapement  and 
compound  pendulum  of  his  own 
invention  :  thefe  iurpaffed  every 
thing  then  made,  fcarcely  erring  a 
fecond  in  a  month.  In  1728,  he 
came  up  to  London  with  the  draw¬ 
ings  of  a  machine  for  determining 
the  longitude  at  fea  ;  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  being  enabled  to  execute 
one  by  the  board  of  longitude. 
Upon  application  to  Dr.  Halley, 
he  referred  him  to  Mr.  Georp-e 
Graham  ;  who  difeovering  he  had 
uncommon  merit,  advifed  him  to 
make  his  machine  before  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  boanl  of  longitude. 
He  returned  home  to  perform  this 
talk,  and  in  1735,  came  to  Lon¬ 
don  again  witl>  his  firji  machine  ; 
with  which  he  was  fent  to  Lilbon 
the  next  year  for  a  trial  of' its  pro¬ 
perties.  In  this  Ihort  voyage  he 
corredled  the  dead  reckoning  about 
a  degree  and  a  half,  a  fuccefs  that 
proved  the  means  of  his  receiving 
both  public  and  private  encourage¬ 
ment.  About  the  year  1739,  he 
compleated  his  Jecond  machine^  of 
a  conftrudlion  much  more  fimple 
than  the  former,  and  which  an- 
fw^ered  much  better;  this,  though 
not  fent  to  fea,  recommended  Mr, 
Harrifon  yet  llronger  to  the  patro¬ 
nage  of  his  private  friends  and  of 
the  public.  His  third  fnachiney 
which  he  produced  in  1749,  was  llil) 
lels  complicated  than  the  fecond, 
and  luperior  In  accuracy,  ns  erring 
only  three  or  four  ieconds  in  a 
week.  This  he  conceived  to  be 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  his  a’-’  -  mpts  ; 
but  in  an  endeavour  to  ?./■  p^-ove 
pocket  watches,  he  f  und  the  priii- 
ciples  he  applied,  to  furpafs  his 
expedtations  fo  much,  as  to  en- 

ea-purtorc 
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^oorage  him  to  make  his  fourth 
ime-keeper ,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  a  pocket  watch,  about  fix  inches 
in  diameter.  With  this  T-ime- 
keeper  his  fon  made  two  voyages, 
the  one  to  Jamaica,  and  the  other 
to  Earbadoes ;  in  both  which  ex¬ 
periments  it  correct’d  the  longi¬ 
tude  wdtliin  the  nearek  limits  re¬ 
quired  by  the  adl  of  the  12th  of 
queen  Anne :  and  the  inventor 
therefore,  at  different  times,  though 
not  without  infinite  trouble,  re¬ 
ceived  the  propofed  reward  of 
20,000/.  Thefe  four  machines 
were  given  np  to  the  board  ol  lon¬ 
gitude.  The  three  former  were 
not  of  anv  ufe,  as  all  the  advan- 
tages  gained  by  making  them,  were 
comprehended  ip  the  lall :  they 
were  worthy  however  of  being  care¬ 
fully  preferved  as  mechanical  cu- 
riolities,  in  which  might  be  traced 
the  gradations  of  ingenuity,  exe¬ 
cuted  with  the  moh  delicate  work¬ 
man  fliip.  1  whereas,  they  now  lie 
totally  neglected,'  in  the  royal 
c^bfervatory  at  Greenwich.  The 
fourth  machine,  emphatically  di- 
flinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the 
^fi?ne-keeper,  has  been  copied  by  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Kendal ;  and  that 
duplicate,  during  a  three  years  cir¬ 
cumnavigation  of  the  globe,  in  the 
foathern  hemifphere  with  Captain 
Cook,  anfwered  as  well  as  the  ori¬ 
ginal.  The  latter  part  of  Mr. 
Karrifon’s  life,  was  employed  in 
making  a fifth  impro^ved  Ti?ne-keeperf 
on  the  lame  principles  with  the 
preceding  one  ;  which  at  the  end 
of  a  ten  weeks  trial,  in  1772,  at 
the  king’s  private  obfervatory  at 
Richmond,  erred  only  4f  feconds. 
Within  a  few  years  of  his  death, 
his  conftitution  vifibly  declined, 
and  he  had  frequent  fits  of  the 
gout,  a  diforder  that  never  attack- 
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ed  him  before  his  77th  year:  he 
died  at  his  houfe  in  Red  Lion 
Square,  London,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1776,  aged  ^3-  The  re- 
olufe  manner  of  his  lire  in  the  un¬ 
remitted  purfuit  of  his  favourite 
objedt,  was  by  no  means  calculat¬ 
ed  to  qualify  him  as  a  man  of  the 
world  j  and  the  many  dilcourage- 
ments  he  encountered,  in  foliciting 
the  legal  reward  of  his  labours,  ftill 
lefs  difpofed  him  to  accommodate 
himfeb'  to  the  humours  of  jn  an  kin  cl. 
In  converfing  on  his  profelTion,  he 
was  clear,  diliind,  and  modefc,  yet, 
like  many  other  meer  mechanics, 
found  a  difficulty  in  delivering  his 
meaning  by  v/ricing;  in  which  he 
adhered  to  a  peculiar  and  uncouth 
phrafeology.  This  was  but  too 
evident  in  his  Defeription  concernhig 
fuch  MechaniJ?n  as  ’ivill  afford  a  nice 
or  true  Pdenfuraiion  cfTCime^  &c.  Svo. 
1775  ’  which  his  well  known  me¬ 
chanical  talents '  will  induce  the 
public  to  account  for  from  his  un¬ 
acquaintance  with  letters,  from  his 
advanced  age,  and  attendant  men¬ 
tal  infirmities  ;  among  which  may 
be  ranked  his  obftinate  refufal  to 
accept  of  any  affifcance  whatever 
in  this  publication.  This  fmall 
work  includes  alfo  an  account  of 
his  new  mufical  fcale  ;  or  mecha¬ 
nical  divifxon  of  the  odave,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proportion  which 
the  radius  and  diameter  of  a  circle, 
have  refpedively  to  the  circum¬ 
ference.  He  had,  in  his  youth, 
been  the  leader  of  a  dillinp-uiffied 
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band  of  church-fingers  ;  had  a  very 
delicate  ear  for  mulic  ;  and  his  ex¬ 
periments  on  found,  with  a  moil 
curious  monochord  of  his  own  im¬ 
provement,  are  reported  to  have 
been  not  lefs  accurate  than  thofe  he 
was  enga 
of  time. 


ged  in  for  the  menfuration 
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Memoirs  of  thelate  Samuel  Foote,  Efq. 

Mr.  Foote  v/as  born  at  Truro, 
ill  Cornwall,  and  was  de- 
feended  from  a  very  aiitient  family. 
I'lis  father  was  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  I'iverton,  in  Devonfnire, 
and  enjoyed  the  poll  of  comraif- 
fioner  of  the  prize-ohice  and  fine- 
contracl.  FIis  mother  was  heirefs 
of  the  Dinely  and  Goodere  fami¬ 
lies.  The  dreadful  confequence  of 
the  mifunderllanding  between  her 
two  brothers,  Sir  John  Dinely 
Goodere,  Bart,  and  Samuel  Goodere, 
Efq;  Captain  of  his  Majefty’s  Ihip 
the  Ruby,  is  well  known  ;  on  which 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  Goodere 
eftate,  which  was  better  than  5000I. 
per  annum,  defeended  to  Mr.  t*  oote. 

He  was  educated  at  Worceller 
college,  Oxford,  w'hich  owed  its 
foundation  to  Sir  d  honias  Cookes 
Winford,  Bart,  a  fecond  coufin  of 
our  author’s.  On  leaving  the  uni- 
verfity,  he  commenced  lludent  of 
law  in  the  Temple  ;  but,  as  the 
drynels  of  this  fludy  did  not  fuit 
the  livelinefs  of  his  genius,  he  foon 
relinquilhed  it.  He  married  a 
young  lady  of  a  good  family  and 
fome  fortune  ;  but,  their  tempers 
not  agreeing,  a  perfedl  harmony 
did  not  long  fubfifl  between  them. 
Fie  now  launch’d  into  all  the  fa- 
fhionable  foibles  of  the  age,  gam¬ 
ing  not  excepted,  and  in  a  few 
years  fpent  his  whole  fortune,  flis 
neceiTities  led  him  to  tlie  flage,  and 
he  made  his  firll;  appearance  in  the 
charailer  of  Othello  *.  He  next 
performed  Fondlewife  with  much 
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more  applaufe ;  and  this,  indeed, 
was  ever  after  one  of  his  capital 
parts.  He  attempted  Lord  Fop- 
pington  likewife,  but  prudently 
gave  it  up.  But,  as  Mr,  Foote  was 
never  a  capital  adlor  in  the  plays 
of  others,  his  falary  was  very  un-- 
equal  to  his  gay  and  extravagant 
turn ;  and  he  icontradled  debts 
which  forced  him  to  take  refuge 
within  the  verge  of  the  court. 

He  relieved  his  neceffities  by  a 
very  laughable  flratagem.  Sir 
Fr — s  D~1 — 1  had  long  been  his 
intimate  friend,  and  had  diffipated 
his  fortune  by  fimilar  extravagance. 
Lady  N-ff-u  P — 1-t,  who  was  Jike- 
wife  an  intimate  acquaintance  of 
Foote’s,  and  who  was  exceeding 
rich,  was  fortunately  at  that  time 
bent  upon  a  matrimonial  fcheme. 
Foote  Itrongly  recommended  to  her 
to  confult  upon  this  momentous 
affair  the  conjurer  in  the  Old 
Failey,  whom  he  reprefented  as  a 
man  of  furprifing  fkill  and  pene¬ 
tration.  He  employed  an  acquain¬ 
tance  of  his  own  to  perfonate  the 
conjurer,  who  depidted  Sir  Fr — s 
D  -1  —  1  at  full  ienorth  ;  deferibed 
the  time  when,  the  place  where, 
and  the  drefs  in  which  fhe  would 
fee  him.  The  lady  was  fo  ftruck 
with  the  coincidence  of  every  cir- 
cumilance,  that  Ihe  married  D--- 
1---1  in  a  few  days.  For  this 
fervice  Sir  Francis  fettled  an  an¬ 
nuity  upon  Foote;  and  this  enabled 
him  once  more  to  emerge  from  ob- 
feurity. 

In  1747  he  opened  the  little  thea¬ 
tre  in  the  Flay-market,  taking  upon 
hirnfelf  the  double  character  of 


*  “  But  when  I  play’d  Othello,  thoufands  fwore 
They  never  faw  fnch  tragedy  before;” 
faid  Woodward,  in  the  character  of  Foote,  vvhen  he  took  him  off  in  his  tit 

for  Tat, 


author 
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author  and  performer,  and  appear¬ 
ed  in  a  dramatic  piece  of  his  own 
compofing,  called  the  Di^er/ions  of 
the  Morning,  This  piece  con  lifted 
of  nothing  more  than  the  exhibi- 
bition  of  feveral  charaders  well 
known  in  real  life,  whofe  manner 
of  converfation  and  expreftion  this 
author  very  happily  hit  off  in  the 
didion  of  his  drama,  and  ftill  more 
happily  reprefen  ted  on  the  ftage, 
by  an  exad  and  moft  amazing  imi¬ 
tation,  not  only  of  the  manner 
and  tone  of  voice,  but  even  of  the 
very  perfons  of  thofe  whom  he  in¬ 
tended  to  takeoff.  In  this  perfor¬ 
mance,  a  certain  phylician,  Dr. , 
L— -n,  well  known  for  the  oddity 
and  fingularity  of  his  appearance 
and  converfation,  and  the  cele¬ 
brated  Chevalier  Taylor,  who  was 
at  that  time  in  the  height  of  his 
popularity,  were  made  objeds  of 
Foote’s  ridicule;  the  latter,  indeed, 
very  defervedly  :  and  in  the  con¬ 
cluding  part  of  his  fpeech,  under 
the  charader  of  a  theatrical  direc¬ 
tor,  Mr.  Foote  took  off,  with  great 
humour  and  accuracy,  the  feveral 
ftyles  of  ading  of  every  prin¬ 
cipal  performer  on  the  Englifh 
ftage 

This  performance  at  firft  met 
with  fome  oppofition  from  the  civil 
magiftrates  of  Weftminfter,  under 
the  fandion  of  the  ad  of  parlia-' 
meat  for  limiting  the  number  of 
playhoufes,  as  well  as  from  the 
jealoufy  of  one  of  the  managers  of 
Drury-lane  playhoufe ;  but,  the 
author  being  patronized  by  many 
of  the  principal  nobility,  and 
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other  perfons  of  diftindion,  this 
oppofition  was  over-ruled  :  and, 
having  altered  the  title  of  his  per¬ 
formance,  Mr.  Foote  proceeded, 
without  further  moleftation,  to  give 
tea  in  a  tnorning  to  his  friends,  and 
reprefented  it  thro’  a  run  of  forty 
mornings  to  crowded  and  fpiendid 
audiences. 

The  enfuing  feafon  he  produced 
another  piece  of  the  ^ fame  kind, 
which  he  called  jln  Auction  of  Pic¬ 
tures,  In  this  performance  he  in¬ 
troduced  feveral  new  and  popular 
charaders ;  particularly  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  De  Veil,  then  the  ading  juf- 
tice  of  peace  for  Weftminfter,  Mr. 
Cock  the  celebrated  audioneer,  and 
the  equally  famous  Orator  Hen¬ 
ley.  This  piece  alfo  had  a  very 
great  run. 

His  Knights j  which  was  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  enfuing  feafon,  was 
a  performance  of  fomewhat  more 
dramatic  regularity  ;  but  ftiil,  al¬ 
though  his  plot  and  charaders 
feemed  lefs  immediately  perfonal, 
it  was  apparent  that  he  kept  forne 
particular  real  perfons  ftrongly  in 
his  eye  in  the  performance  ;  and 
the  town  took  upon  themfelves  to 
fix  them  where  the  refemblance  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  moft  ftriking. 

Thus  Mr.  Foote  continued,  from 
time  to  time,  to  feled,  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  public,  fuch 
charaders,  as  well  general  as  in¬ 
dividual,  as  feemed  moft  likely  to 
engage  their  attention.  His  dra¬ 
matic  pieces,  exclufive  of  the  in¬ 
terlude  called  Piety  in  Pattens,  are 
as  follow:  “  Tafte,  I'he  Knights, 


^  One  of  thefe  was  the  late  facetious  Harry  Woodward,  mentioned  above, 
who  returned  the  compliment  in  a  little  piece  called  Pit  for  Tat^  of  which  the 
following  was  the  beginning  ; 

Call’d  forth  to  battle,  fee  poor  I  appear 
To  try  otie  fall  with  this  fam’d  audioneer.’’ 


The 
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The  Author,  The  Englifiiman  in 
Paris,  The  Englilhman  Returned 
from  Paris,  The  Mayor  of  Garet, 
The  Lyar,  the  Patron,  The  Minor, 
The  Orators  f.  The  Commifary, 
The  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks,  The 
Lame  Lover,  The  Maid  of  Bath, 


The  Nabob,  The  Couzeners,  The 
Capuchin,  The  Bankrupt,”  and 
an  unfinifhed  comedy  called  “  The 
Slanderer.” 

All  thefe  works  are  only  to  be 
ranked  among  the  petites  pieces  of 
the  theatre.  In  the  execution  they 


•f  It  was  in  this  performance  that  he  took  off  George  Faulkner,  the  cele¬ 
brated  printer;  who  refented  the  joke  fo  I'erioufly,  that  he  indl61:ed  our  hu- 
morift  for  a  libel,  and,  from  the  diipofition  of  the  judge  who  prefided  in  the 
coutt  of  king’s  bench,  Dublin,  it  was  generally  believed  the  matter  would 
have  terminated  very  much  to  his  difgrace  :  but  he  fuddenly  quitted  that  me¬ 
tropolis,  and  returned  to  England,  leaving  his  bail  to  pay  the  penalty  of  their 
bonds,  whom,  notwithftanding  the  reports  to  the  contrary,  he  afterwards  rc- 
imburfed. 

This  profecution  very  probably  took  its  rife  from  a  ludicrous  letter  of  Lord 
Chefterfield  to  his  friend  Gtoxga,  which  that  maukiflt  compound  of  butter  and 
honey  confidered  as  a  ferious  piece  of  advice.  “  Would  you  think  it  ?”  fays 
his  lordfhip  :  “  Mr.  Foote,  who,  if  I  miftake  not,  was  one  of  your  Sympojion 
while  in  London,  (and,  if  fo,  the  worfe  man  he,)  takes  you  off  in  his  new 
farce  called  The  Orators.  As  the  Go'vernment  htve  properly  take  notice 

of  it,  would  it  be  amifs,  that  you  Jhould Jhenv  fame  fpirit  on  this  occafion,  either  by 
way  of  ftridlure,  contempt,  or  by  bringing  an  aftion  againd  him;  I  do  not 
mean  for  w'riting  the  faid  farce,  but  for  a6ling  it.  The  do^lrine  of  feribere- 
ejf  'agere  was  looked  upon  as  too  hard  in  the  cafe  of  Algernoon  Sydney  ;  but 
my  Lord  Coke,  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hales,  my  Lord  Vaughan,  S.ilkeld, 
and,  in  fhort,  all  the  greateft  men  of  the  law,  do,  with  ufual perfpicuity. 

and precifiony  lay  it  down  for  law,  that  agere  ef  agere.  And  this  is  exa61;ly 
Mr.  Foote’s  caCe  with  regard  to  you  :  therefore,  any  orders  that  you  fhall 
think  fit  to  fend  me  in  this  affair  as  to  retaining  counfel,  filing  a  bill  of  Faulk¬ 
ner  ‘verfus  Foote,  or  bringing  a  common  aBion  upon  the  cafe,  which  I  think 
would  be  bed:  of  all,  the  cafe  it f elf  being  aBionable,  fliall  be  punflually  execut¬ 
ed  by  your  faithful  friend 

Chesterfield.” 

The  irony  of  tins  letter  will  bed  appear  by  a  rubfequent  letter  of  his  ierd- 
fiiip’s,  in  which  he  expreifes  his  impatience  to  congratulate  his  friend  George 
on  his  late  triumph  in  making  his  enemy  bis  foot  fool.  “  A  naan  of 
lefs  philofophy  than  yourftif,  fays  his  lordfhip,  would,  perhaps,  have 
chaftifed  Foote  corpoially,  and  have  made  him  feel  that  your  wooden 
leg,  wliich  he  mimicked,  had  an  avenging  arm  to  protebf  it ;  but  you  fcorn- 
ed  fo  inglorious  a  viftory,  and  called  julfice  and  the  laws  of  )our  country 
to  punifli  the  criminal,  and  to  avenge  your  caufe.  You  triumphed  ;  and  I 
heartily  join  my  weak  voice  to  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citizens  of 
Dublin  upon  this  occafnm.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  feme  of  your  many  tri¬ 
butary  wits  have  already  prefented  you  with  gratulatory  poems,  &c.  upon 
this  fubje6f.  I  own  I  had  feme  thoughts  myfelf  of  inferibing  a  fhort  poem  to 
you  upon  your  triumph;  bur,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  when  1  had  wnV  not 
above  two  thoufand  veries  of  it,  my  Mufe  forfook  me,  my  poetic  vein  flopped, 
I  threw  away  my  pen,  and  I  burned  my  poem,  to  the  irreparable  lofs  not  only 
of  the  prefent  age,  but  alfo  of  latc^lf  pofleiity.” 
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are  fomewliat  loofe,  negligent,  and 
unlinillied  ;  the  plots  are  often  ir¬ 
regular,  and  the  cataftrophes  not 
always  concluhve  ;  but,  with  all 
thefe  deficiencies,  they  contain 
more  ftrength  of  charader,  more 
Ibokes  of  keen  fatire,  and  more 
touches  of  temporary  humour, 
than  are  to  be  found  in  the  wiit- 
ings  of  any  other  modern  drama- 
tilt.  Even  the  language  ipoken 
by  his  characters,  incorreft  as  it 
may  fometimes  feem,  vvill,^on  a 
clofer  examination,  be  found  en¬ 
tirely  dramatical  ;  as  it  abounds 
with  thofe  natural  minutim  of  ex- 
prefTion  which  frequently  form  the 
very  bafis  of  charafter,  and  which 
render  it  the  trued  mirror  of  the 
converfation  of  the  times  in  v/liicli 
he  wrote. 

In  the  year  1766,  being  on  a 
party  of  pieafure  with  the  late 
Duke  of  York,  Lord  Mexborough, 
and  Sir  Francis  Delaval,  Mr.  Foote 
had  the  misfortune  to  break  his 
leg,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  in 
confequence  of  which  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  CO  undergo  an  amputation. 
This  accident  fo  fenfibly  affedled 
the  duke,  that  he  made  a  point  of 
obtaining  for  Mr.  Foote  a  patent 
for  life,  whereby  he  was  allowed 
to  perforrp,  at  the  little  theatre  in 
the  Haymarket,  from  the  15  th  of 
May  to  the  15th  of  September, 
every  year. 

Fie  now  became  a  greater  favou¬ 
rite  of  the  town  than  ever  ;  his 
very  laughable  pieces,  with  his 
more  laughable  performances,  con- 
llantly  filled  his  houfe ;  and  his 
receipts  vv^ere  fome  feafons  almoft 
incredible.  Parfimony  was  never 
a  vice  to  be  afcribed  to  Mr.  Foote; 
his  hofpitality  and  generofity  were 
ever  confpicuous ;  he  was  vifited 


by  the  lirft  nobility,  and  he  was 
fometimes  honoured  even  by  royal 
guefts. 

The  attack  made  upon  his  cha- 
rafler  by  one  of  his  domeliics, 
whom  he  had  difrailfed  for  mifbe- 
haviour,  is  too  well  known  to  be 
particularized  here.  Suffice  it  to 
fay,  he  was  honourably  acquitted 
of  that  charge  ;  but  it  is  believed 
by  fome  that  the  Ihock  which  he 
received  from,  it  accelerated  his 
death  ;  others  pretend  that  his  li¬ 
terary  altercation  with  a  certain 
duchefs,  or  rather  her  agents, 
much  afiecled  him,  and  that  from 
that  time  his  health  declined.  We 
are  of  opinion,  however,  that  his 
natural  volatility  of  ipirits  could 
fcarcely  fail  to  fupport  him  againil 
all  imprefiions  from  either  of  thefe 
quarters, 

Mr.  Foote,  finding  his  health  de¬ 
cline,  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Mr.  Colman,  for  his  patent 
of  the  theatre,  according  to  \Vhich 
he  was  to  receive  from  Mr.  Colman 
1600I.  per  annum,  befides  a  fti- 
puiated  fum  whenever  he  chofe  to 
perform.  Mr.  Foote  made  his  ap¬ 
pearance  two  or  three  times  lad 
iiinimer,  in  fome  of  the  moll  ad¬ 
mired  chara6lers  ;  but  being  fud- 
denly  afiedfed  with  a  paralytic 
llroke  one  night^  whilll  upon  the 
llage,  he  was  compelled  to  retire, 
and  from  that  time  the  public  loH 
their  juftly-admired  Arillophanes. 
Fie  was  advifed  to  bathe,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  repaired  to  Brighthelm- 
llone,  where  he  apparently  reco¬ 
vered  his  former  health  and  fpirits, 
and  was,  what  is  called,  the  “  fid¬ 
dle  of  the  company”  who  reforted 
to  that  agreeable  place  of  amufe- 
ment.  A  few  weeks  before  his 
death  he  returned  to  London  ;  but. 
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by  the  ad\'ice  of  his  phylicians, 
fet  out  with  an  intention  to  fpend 
the  winter  at  Paris,  and  in  the 
South  of  France.  He  had  got  no 
farther  than  Dover,  when  he  was 
fuddenjy  attacked  by  another  flroke 
of  the  pulfy,  which  in  a  few  hours 
terminated  his  cxiftence.  Fie  died 
on  the  2  111  of  Odlober  in  the  56th 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  privately 
interred  in  the  cloillers  of  Well- 
minfter-abbey.  He  has  left  a  na¬ 
tural  fon,  a  minor,  to  whom  he 
has  bequeathed  moll  of  his  for¬ 
tune. 

We  are  informed  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  the  day  on  which  Mr. 
Foote  fet  out  for  Dover,  about  an 
hour  before  he  went  into  his  chaife, 
he  walked  into  every  room  in  his 
houfe,  examined,  with  an  accuracy 
not  ufual  to  him,  every  article  of 
furniture  he  had,  but  more  parti¬ 
cularly  his  pidlures,  of  which  he 
had  a  large  and  elegant  colledlion. 
When  he  came  to  the  portrait  of 
Wellon,  he  made  a  full  Ilop,  as  if 
by  fome  fecret  impulfe ;  and  ri¬ 
veted  his  eyes  upon  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  his  old  acquaintance  for 
above  ten  minutes,  without  utter¬ 
ing  a  fyllable.  Then  turning  off 
with  a  tear  in  his  eye,  he  exclaim¬ 
ed,  “  Poor  Wellon !”  But  the 
words  had  fcarce  dropped  from 
his  lips,  when,  with  a  tone,  as  it 
w'ere,  of  reproach  for  his  feeming 
fecurity,  he  repeated  again,  “  Poor 
Wellon  !  It  will  be  very  Ihortly 
Poor  Foote  !  or  the  intelligence  of 
my  fpirits.deceives  meP^ 
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Mr.  F'oote,  as  a  private  man, 
was  fincere,  generous,  and  humane. 
As  no  man  ever  contributed  more 
to  the  entertainment  of  the  public, 
fo  no  man  oftener  made  the  minds 
of  his  companions  expand  with 
mirth  and  good-humour  ;  and,  in 
the  company  of  men  of  high  rank 
and  fuperior  fortune,  who  courted 
his  acquaintance,  he  always  pre- 
ferved  an  eafy  and  noble  indepen¬ 
dency.  That  he  had  his  foibles 
and  caprices,  no  one  will  pretend 
to  deny  ;  but  they  were  amply 
counterbalanced  by  his  merit  and 
abilities,  which  will  tranfmit  his 
name  to  pollerity  with  diitinguihied 
reputation. 

Alas,  poor  Yorick  ! — Where 
be  your  gambols  ?  your  fongs 
yourdafhes  of  merriment,  that 
were  wont  to  fet  the  table  in 
a  roar  ?  Not  one  now  !  Alas, 
poor  Yorick  1” 


Memoirs  ef  the  Life  of  Mr,  Vol¬ 
taire  *. 

OME  fx  the  birth  of  Francis 
de  Voltaire  to  the  20th  of 
February,  others  to  the  20th  of 
November,  1694,  and  there  are 
extant  medals  of  him  bearing  each 
of  thefe  dates. 

At  twelve  years  of  age,  having 
written  fome  verfes  that  appeared 
to  be  fuperior  to  what  could  have 
been  expefted  fo  early  in  life,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  celebrated 
Ninon  de  PEnclos,  by  the  Abbe 


*  Thefe  anecdotes  are  extrafled  from  a  work,  originally  publifhed  in 
French,  entitled  Hijforical  Memoirs  of  the  author  of  the  Henriade.  We  are 
afl'ured,  In  an  advertifement  prefixed  to  the  Englifii  tranfiation,  that  they  are 
the  work  of  the  celebrated  author  himfelf  j  and  indeed  the  contents  leave  us 
very  little  room  to  doubt  of  their  authenticity. 


Chateau- 
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Chateauneuf,  her  intimate  friend, 
and  that  extraordinary  woman  be^ 
c]ueathed  to  him  the  fum  of  two 
tboufand  livres  to  buy  books ;  which 
legacy  was  pumilually  paid. 

The  little  piece  in  verfe  here 
alluded  to,  is  probably  that  which 
he  compofcd  for  an  Invalid  who 
had  ferved  in  the  regiment  of  Dau- 
phine,  under  the  only  Ion  of  Louis 
XIV.  The  old  foldier  had  gone 
to  the  Jefuits  college  to  entreat  one 
of  the  mafters  to  oblige  him,  by 
writing  a  petition  in  verfe,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Dauphin.  The 
maker  told  him  he  was  then  too 
bufv,  bat  that  there  was  a  young 
fcholar  who  could  do  him  the  fa¬ 
vour  he  requefted 

Notwithflanding  his  extreme 
youth,  he  was  admitted  to  an  in¬ 
timacy  with  the  Abbe  Chaulieu, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fare,  the  Duke 
of  Sully,  and  the  Abbe  Ccurtin  ; 
and  he  has  often  told  us  that  his 
father  believed  him  entirely  ruin¬ 
ed,  becaufe  he  kept  company  with 
people  of  fafhion,  and  made  verfes. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  began 
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the  tragedy  of  Oedipus,  in  which 
he  propofed  to  introduce  chorufes 
after  the  manner  of  the  ancients f. 
The  players  were  very  unwilling 
to  appear  in  a  tragedy,  the  fub- 
je£l  of  which  had  been  already 
treated  by  Corneille,  whofe  per¬ 
formance  was  what  is  commonly 
called  a  P/o}’.  It  ,was  not 

afled  till  1718,  and  even  then, 
not  without  an  order  from  the 
court. 

The  young  man,  who  was  ex- 
ceffively  difiipated  and  irnmerfed 
in  all  the  pleafures  common  at 
his  time  of  life,  was  not  fenfible 
of  the  rifque  he  ran,  nor  did  he 
give  himfelf  any  trouble  whether 
his  piece  fucceeded  or  not.  He 
indulged  hirnfelf  in  a  thoufand  fai¬ 
lles  on  the  liaise,  and  at  lafl  wan- 
tonly  laid  hold  of  the  train  of  the 
chief  priek,  in  a  fcene  where  that 
pontiff  was  producing  a  very  tra¬ 
gical  effedf.  Maiihal  ViilarsL  lady, 
who  was  in  the  firk  box,  enquired 
who  the  young  man  was  that  had 
play’d  that  trick,  as  it  feemed  to 
be  dene  with  a  view  to  ruin  the 


*  The  following  verfes  are  given  as  having  been  compofed  by  him  on  that 
©ccafion. 

Digne  kls  du  plus  grand  des  Rols, 

Son  amour  et  notre  efperance, 

Vous  qui,  fans  regner  fur  la  France, 

Resenes  furie  coeur  des  Francois  ; 

Souffrez- vous  que  ma  vieilie  veine. 

Par  un  effort  amhiiieux, 

Ofe  vous  donner  une  etrenne, 

Vous  qui  n’en  recevez  que  de  la  main  des  Dieux  ? 

:  On  a  dit  qu’a  votre  naiflance 
Mars  vous  donna  la  vaiilance, 

Minerve  la  fageile,  Apollon  la  beaiite : 

Mais  im  Dleu  bienfaifanr,  que  j’  implore  en  me  pelnes, 

Voulut  auffi  me  donnei'  mes  etiennes, 

Tn  vous  donnant  la  liberalite. 

F  We  have  a  letter  of  the  learned  Dacier,  dated  ?7'X3,  in  which  he  advifes 
the  author,  who  had  tlien  finilbed  his  piece,  to  add  finging  chorufes,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  Greeks  j  but  it  was  impradlicable  on  the  French  kage. 
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piece ;  and  being  told  that  he  was 
the  author,  Ihe  lent  for  him  into 
the  box,  and  the  attachment  he 
termed  from  that  time  to  the  Mare- 
chal  and  his  lady,  continued  during 
their  lives. 

What  is  as  fingular,  and  a  faft 
fcarcely  known,  is,  that  the  Prince 
of  Conti,  the  father  of  him  who 
gained  fo  great  reputation  by  the 
battles  at  the  blockade  of  Demont 
and  Chateau  Dauphin,  addrelfed 
fome  verfes  to  him,  Which  con¬ 
clude  thus  ; 

Ayaht  pulse  fes  vers  atix  eaux  de 
“  1’  Aganippe, 

‘‘  Pour  fon  premier  projet  11  fait  le  choix 
“  d’Oeclipo, 

“  Et  quoique  des  iongtems  ce  fujet  fut 
“  connu, 

“  Par  un  llile  plils  beau  cette  pifece 
‘‘  changee 

“  F.t  croire  des  Enfers  Racine  revenu, 

Ou  que  Corneille  avait  la  fienne  cor- 
“  rigee. 

From  Aganipe’s  fource,  his  flfaiiis  he 
drew. 

Then  brought  old  Oedipus  again  to  view, 

A  theme  well  known — yet  I'uch  corre£t- 
nefs  fliines. 

Such  eafy  grace  adorns  his  polifli’d  lines; 
\Ve  think  Rachine  has  left  the  fiiades 
below. 

Or  Corneille’s  rugged  numbers  learnt  to 
flow; 

We  have  not  been  able  to  flrid 
the  anfvver  of  the  author  of  Oedi¬ 
pus.  We  afked  him  one  day  if  he 
did  not  jehingly  fay  to  the  prinefe, 
my  lord,  yOu  will  be  a  great 
poet  ;  1  muft  procure  you  a  pen- 
fion  from  the  king  and  whether, 
as  is  alfo  pretended,  he  did  not 
once  put  this  qtieftion  to  his  high- 
fiefs  at  fupper.  Al  e  we  all  pririces? 
or  are  we  all  poets  ?  He  replied, 
Delida  ju-vtiitutis  fnea  ne  memineris 
Domine,  R'ememher  not  the  Jins  oj' 
youth,  O  Lord. 

WoL.  XX.  1777. 
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After  having  finllhed  his  Oedi¬ 
pus,  but  before  it  had  been  per¬ 
formed,  he  began  the  Henriade^ 
when  with  Monfieur  de  Caumardn^ 
intendaiit  of  the  finances,  at  St« 
Ange. 

We  have  oftner  than  once  heafd 
him  fay,  that  when  he  undertook 
thefe  two  performances,  he  did  ndt 
imagine  he  fiiould  be  able  to  finifh. 
them,  and  that  he  was  neither  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  rules  of  the 
drama,  nor  Epic  poetry  ;  biit  that 
he  was  fired  with  what  he  heard  df 
Henry  IV,  from  Monfieur  Cad- 
martin,  who  was  well  verfed  in 
hillory,  an  excefTive  admirer  of  that 
prince,  and  a  gentleman  of  a  moft 
refpedlable  charafter  ;  and  that  he 
began  the  work  from  meer  entliu- 
fiafm,  almofi:  without  reflection. 

Having  orie  day  read  feveral 
cantos  of  his  poem  when  on  a  vifit 
to  his  intimate  Diend,  the  young 
Prefident  de  Maifons,  he  was  fd 
teazed  with  objections,  that  he  loll 
patience,  and  threw  his  manufeript 
into  the  fire.  The  prefident,  Hc- 
naut,  with  difficulty  refeued  ito 
“  Remember,  faid  Mr.  Henaut  tn 
him,  in  one  of  his  letters,  it  was 
I  that  faved  the  Henriade,  and 
that  it  cofl  me  a  handfome  pair 
of  ruffles.^’ 

Some  year!:  after,  feveral  copies 
of  this  poem  were  handed  abou^ 
while  it  was  only  a  iketch,  and  an 
edition  of  it  with  many  chafms  was 
publifhed  under  the  title  of  The 
Leugue. 

All  the  poets  in  Paris,  and  even 
rndny  of  the  learned,  fell  ibul  of 
him.  Twenty  pamphlets  were  let 
fly  againft  him.  The  Henriade 
was  play’d  at  the  fair  5  and  it  was, 
infinuated  to  the  old  Biffiop  of 
Frejus,  preceptor  to  the  king,  that 
it  was  indecent,  and  even  crimi- 
D 
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nai,  to  write  in  praife  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Coligny  and  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

The  Cabal  had  Intereft  enough 
to  engage  Cardinal  de  Biih,  then 
prefident  of  the  alTembly  of  the 
clergy,  to  pafs  a  judicial  cenfure 
upon  the  v/ork  ;  but  this  Hrange 
defign  proved  abortive.  The 
young  author  was  filed  with  equal 
furprize  and  refen tment  at  thefe 
intrigues.  His  diilipation  prevent¬ 
ed  him  from  making  friends  among 
the  literati :  and  he  had  not  the 
art  of  combating  his  enemies  with 
their  own  weapons,  which  is  faid 
to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  in  Paris, 
if  a  man  willies  to  fucceed  in  any 
kind  of  purfuit. 

In  1722,  he  gave  the  tragedy 
©f  Marriamne.  That  princefs  .was 
poifoned  by  Herod.  When  flie 
drank  the  cup,  the  fadion  cried 
out,  the  ^een  and  the  piece 

was  damned 

Thefe  continual  mortifications 
determined  him  to  print  the  Hen- 
riade  in  England,  as  he  could  nei¬ 
ther  obtain  privilege  nor  patronage 
for  it  in  France. 

He  was  right ;  King  George  the 
Firll,  and  more  particularly  the 
Princefs  of  V/ales,  afterwards  Queen 
of  England,  raifed  an  irnmenfe 
fubfcription  for  him.  Their  libe¬ 
rality  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
fortune  ;  for  on  his  return  to  France 
in  1728,  he  put  his  money  into  a 
lottery  eftabliHied  by  Mr.  Desfdrts, 
comptroller  general  of  the  finan¬ 
ces.  The  adventurers  received  a 
rent  charge  on  the  Hot el-de-V tile 
for  their  tickets ;  and  the  prizes 
were  paid  in  ready  money ;  fo 
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that  if  a  fociety  had  taken  all  , 
the  tickets,  it  would  have  gained 
a  million  of  livres.  He  joined 
with  a  numerous  company  of  ad¬ 
venturers,  and  was  fortunate.  We 
were  furnilhed  with  this  anecdote 
by  a  member  of  the  fame  fociety, 
who  verified  it  by  producing  his 
regifters.  Mr.  Voltaire  wrote  to 
him  as  follows  :  “To  make  a  for¬ 
tune  in  this  country,  nothing  more 
is  requilite  than  to  read  the  arrets 
of  the  Council,  it  is  feldom  but 
the  minitlry  is  obliged  to  make 
fuch  arrangements  in  the  finances, 
as  turn  to  the  advantage  of  indivi¬ 
duals.” 

We  are  afterwards  informed  of 
the  bad  faccefs  of  his  Brutus  and 
Zara,  and  of  the  refufal  of  the 
Academicians  to  admit  him  into 
their  fociety.  About  this  time 
he  became  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  illuftrious  Marchionefs 
of  Chatellet,  with  whom  he  llu- 
died  the  principles  of  Newton-, 
and  the  fyftems  of  Leibnitz.  They 
retired  to  Circy,  in  Champagne, 
for  feveral  years,  two  of  which 
Mr.  Kcenig,  an  eminent  mathe¬ 
matician,  paffed  with  them.  Mr. 
Voltaire  caufed  a  gallery  to  be 
ere£led,  where  they  performed  all 
the  experiments  on  light  and  elec¬ 
tricity. 

When  he  attempted  to  publilh 
his  Elements  of  the  Newtonian  Phi- 
lo/ophy,  a  philofophy  then  fcarce 
known  in  France,  he  could  not 
obtain  a  privilege  from  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  Agueffeau,  who  was  a  man 
of  univerfal  learning,  but  being 
bred  a  Cartefian,  difeouraged  the 
new  difeoveries  as  much  as  he 


*  Probably  this  alluded  to  Tome  report  circulated  at  that  time,  which  has 
not  come  to  the  knowledge  of  thst  tranflatorj  otherwife  the  expreffion  could 
not  have  had  fuch  an  effeS, 
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could.  Our  author’s  attachment 
to  the  principles  of  Newton  and 
Locke,  drew  upon  him  a  new  crowd 
of  enemies.  He  wrote  to  Mr. 
Falkner,  to  whom  he  dedicated 
his  Zara.  “  It  is  believed  that 
the  French  love  novelty,  but  it 
mufl;  be  in  cookery  and  fafhions, 
for  as  to  new  truths  they  are  al¬ 
ways  profcribed  among  us ;  it  is 
only  when  they  grow  old  that  they 
are  well  received.” 

By  way  of  relaxation  from  his 
lludies  in  Natural  Philofophy,  he 
amufed  himfelf  in  writing  his  Maid 
qf  Orleans.  We  have  proofs  that 
this  piece  of  drollery  was  compoied 
almoll  entirely  at  Cirey.  Madame 
de  Chatellet  loved  poetry  as  much 
as  geometry,  and  was  a  very  good 
judge  of  it.  Although  this  poem 
was  only  comic,  yet  there  is  much 
more  fancy  in  it  than  in  the  Hen- 
riade  ;  but  it  was  vilely  difgraced 
by  fome  fhamelefs  fcoundrels,  who 
printed  it  with  horrid  lewdnelTes. 
The  only  good  editions  are  thofe  of 
Geneva. 

Not  long  afterwards,  he  became' 
acquainted  with  the  celebrated 
RoufTeau  at  Bruilels,  and  they  foon 
conceived  a  fttong  averfion  from 
each  other.  Roufieau  having  Ihewn 
his  antagonift  a  lyric  epiille  ad- 
dreffed  to  pollerity,  met  with  this 
repartee  :  my  friend^  this  letter  nxiill 
nenjer  be  delivered  according  to  its  di- 
rediion.  RoufTeau  never  forgave 
this  piece  of  raillery.  There  is 
extant  a  letter  from  Mr.  de  Vol¬ 
taire  to  Mr.  Linant,  containing 
the  following  paffage  :  “  Rouifeau 
defpifes  me  becauTe  I  am  carelefs 
in  my  rhimes,  and  I  defpife  Ronf- 
feau  becaufe  he  is  only  a  rhimer.”  ■ 

*  Hence  the  ridiculous  cuftom  of 
piece,  whether  good  or  bad,  fucceeds 
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In  the  year  1738,  commenced 
the  correfpondence  with  which  the 
king,  then  Hereditary  Prince  Royal 
of  Pruflia,  hath  ever  fince  been 
pleafed  to  honour  him ;  and  in 
the  year  1740,  he  went  to  pay  his 
court  at  Berlin  before  the  king  was 
prepared  for  invading  Sileha. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  Ber¬ 
lin,  he  wrote  the  tragedies  of  Ma¬ 
homet  and  Merope.  The  tragedy 
of  Merope  is  the  firft  piece,  not 
upon  a  facred  lubjecf,  that  fucr 
ceeded  without  the  aid  of  an  amo¬ 
rous  paffion,  and  which  procured 
our  author  more  honour  than  he 
hoped  from  it.  It  was  play’d  on  the 
26th  of  February,  1743*  We  can¬ 
not  better  deferibe  the  fingular  cir- 
cumllances  attending  its  reception, 
than  by  inferting  his  letter  of  the 
4th  of  April  following,  to  his 
friend  Mr.  L’Aiguebere,  then  at 
Tholoufe. 

Merope  is  not  yet  printed,  I 
am  afraid  it  will  not  lucceed  fo 
well  in  the  clofet  as  on  the  ftage. 
— The  piece  is  not  mine  ;  it  is 
Mademoifelle  Dumenil’s. — What 
think  you  of  an  adtrefs  that  kept 
the  audience  in  tears  through  three 
fucceffive  adfs — The  public  have 
run  into  a  li.ttle  miftake,  and  given 
me  credit  for  a  part  of  the  extreme 
pleafure  given  them  by  the  a£torso 
The  fedudlion  was  fo  great,  that 
the  pit,  with  loud  fhouts,  infilled 
upon  feeing  me  I  was  feized 
in  the  hiding  place,  w’here  I  had 
fquatted  for  flieltef,  and  brought 
by  force  into  the  box  of  Marlhal 
Villars’s  lady,  v/ho  was  there  with 
her  daughter-in-law.  ■ —  The  pit 
was  mad  ;  they  called  out  to  the 
Dutchefs  de  Viilars  to  kifs  me,  and 

crying  the  author,  the  author,  when  a 
the  firft  night, 

0  * 
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they  made  fo  much  noife,  that  Die 
was  obliged  to  comply  by  order 
of  her  mother-in-law. — Thus  have 
I  been  killed  in  public,  as  was 
Alain  Chartier,  by  the  Princefs 
Margaret  of  Scotland  ;  but  he  was 
afleep,  and  I  was  wide  awake.’’ 

Soon  after  we  fee  him  again 
taking  a  journey  to  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  who  was  always  inviting 
him  to  Berlin,  but  could  never 
prevail  on  him  to  quit  his  old 
friends  for  any  confiderable  time. 
In  this  journey  he  performed  a 
lingular  fervice  to  the  king  his 
mailer,  as  we  fee  by  the  letters 
which  palfed  between  him  and 
Mr.  Ameiot,  the  miniller  of  Hate. 
But  thefe  particulars  come  not 

within  our  prefent  delign. - We 

view  him  only  in  his  literary  cha- 
radler. 

In  the  year  1749,  after  the  death 
of  the  illuhrious  Marchionefs  of 
Chatellet,  whom  Mr.  Voltaire  had 
attended  to  the  court  of  Stanillaos, 
the  King  of  Pruffia  gave  him  an 
invitation  to  come  and  live  with 
him.  It  was  not  tin  towards  the 
end  of  the  month  of  Augull,  1750, 
after  having  for  fix  months  com¬ 
bated  the  opinions  of  all  his  friends, 
w'ho  krong.Iy  dilToaded  him  from 
going,  that  we  find  him  refo-ived 
to  quit  France,  and  attach  bim- 
felf  to  his  Pruffian  Majefly  for  the 
reft  of  his  life.  He  could  not 
withftand  the  letter  which  the  King 
of  Pruffia  wrote  to  him  the  23d  o"f 
Auguft  from  the  apartments  deftin- 
ed  for  his  future  gueft  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  Berlin  :  a  letter  which  has 
been  ^ften  printed  and  is  univer- 
fally  known. 

After  this  letter,  the  King  of 
Pruffia  allied  the  confent  of  the 
King  of  France,  by  his  miniller 

that  court,  which  was  readily 
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granted.  Our  author  was  preferifi 
ed  at  Berlin  with  the  order  of  me¬ 
rit,  the  key  of  Chamberlain,  and 
a  penfion  of  twenty  thoufand  livres. 
However  he  did  not  give  up  his 
houfe  at  Paris,  and  by  the  accounts 
of  Mr.  Delaleu,  the  Notary,  we 
find  that  Mr.  de  Voltaire  was  at 
an  expence  of  thirty  thoufand 
livres  a  year  there.  He  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  by 
the  moft  refpe^lful  regard,  as  well 
as  by  their  conformity  of  taftc.  He 
has  a  hundred  times  faid,  that 
Monarch  was  as  agreeable  in  com- 
pany,  as  he  was  formidable  at  the 
head  of  an  army  :  apd  that  he  had' 
never  more  pleafing  evening  par¬ 
ties  at  Paris,  than  thofe  to  which 
that  prince  would  have  conftantly 
admitted  him.  His  regard  for  th6 
King  of  Pruffia  rofe  to  a  degree  of 
enthufiafm.  His  apartments  were 
under  the  king’s,  arrd  he  never* 
quitted  them  but  to  go  to  fupper. 
The  king  compofed  works  in  phi- 
lofophy,  hiftory,  and  poetry,  in 
the  upper  apartments,  while  hls 
favourite  cultivated  the  fame  arts 
and  the  fame  talents  in  the  lower. 
They  communicated  their  works 
to  one  another.  The  Pruffian  Mo¬ 
narch  wrote  his  memoirs  of  the 
houle  ol  Brandenburgh  at  Potzdam; 
and  the  French  author  having  car¬ 
ried  his  materials  with  him,  wrote 
his  age  of  Louis  XIV.  at  the 
fame  place.  Thus  did  his  days 
glide  along  in  tranquility  enliven¬ 
ed  by  fuch  agreeable  employments. 

It  mull  be  owned,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  than  this 
kind  ol  life,  of  any  thing  do  more 
honour  to  philofophy  and  the  bel¬ 
les-lettres.  This  happinefs  wouM 
have  been  more  lafting,  and  would 
hot  have  given  place  to  a  ftiil 
greater  happineft,  *.if  it  had  not 

beea 
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been  for  a  difpute  on  a  fubjetS  in 
mixed  mathematicks,  which  arofe 
between  Maupertuis,  who  likewife 
lived  at  that  time  with  the  King 
of  Pruifia,  and  Kcenig,  librarian 
to  the  Princefs  of  Orange,  at  the 
Hague.  This  difpute  was  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  that  which  for  a  long 
time  had  divided  the t- mathemati¬ 
cians  about  the  living  and  dead 
forces.  It  cannot  be  denied  but 
that  a  little  quackery  gets  into  this 
lubjedt,  as  well  as  into  theology 
and  medicine.  It  was  a  molt  tri- 
fling  queilion  at  bell,  for  let  them 
entangle  it  as  much  as  they  will, 
they  mull  always  return  to  the 
plain  laws  of  motion.  The  tem¬ 
pers  of  the  difputants  were  low¬ 
ered,  and  Maupertuis,  who  ruled 
the  academy  at  Berlin,  procured  a 
condemnation  of  Koenig’s  opinion 
in  the  year  1752,  on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  letter  of  the  late  Leib¬ 
nitz,  without  being  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  original  of  that  letter, 
which  however  had  been  feen  by 
Mr.  Wolf.  He  went  Hill  farther, 

■ — he  wrote  to  the  Princefs  of 
Orange,  to  beg  her  to  difmifs 
Kcenig  from  his  employment  of 
Librarian  ;  and  reprefented  him  to 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  as  a  man  who 
had  been  wanting  in  the  fefpecl 
due  to  his  majelly.  Voltaire,  who 
had  palTed  two  whole  years  at  Cirey 
with  Kcenig,  during  which  he  had 
contracted  an  intimacy,  thought  it 
was  his  duty  openly  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  his  friend. 

The  quarrel  became  violent, 
.and  the  lludy  of  philofophy  dege¬ 
nerated  into  faction  and  cabal. 

!  Maupertuis  was  at  fome  pains  to 
jhave  it  reported  at  court,  that  one 
(Clay  while  General  Manllein  hap- 
jpened  to  be  in  the  apartments  of 
[Mr,,  de  VTltaire,  who  was  then 
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tranllating  into  French,  The  Me-> 
moirs  of  Rujfa^  compofed  by  that 
Officer ;  the  king,  in  his  ufual 
manner,  fent  a  copy  of  verfes  to 
be  examined,  when  Voltaire  faid 
to  Manllein,  het  us  lea  i  e  of  for 
the  prefent^  my  friend ;  you  fee  the 
king  has  fent  me  his  dirty  Ihien  to 
^vajh^  I  qxull  ^ajh  your^s  another 
time.  A  Tingle  word  is  fometimes 
fufficient  to  ruin  a  man  at  court ; 
Maupertuis  imputed  fuch  a  word 
to  V  oltaire,  and  fucceeded. 

It  was  about  this  very  time 
that  Maupertuis  publilhed  his  very 
drange  Philofophical  Letters,  in 
which  he  propofed  to  build  a  la- 
tin  city  ;  to  fail  in  qued  of  difeo- 
veries  diretdiy  under  the  pole  ;  to 
perforate  the  earth  to  the  center  ; 
— to  go  to  the  Streights  of  Magel¬ 
lan,  and  didedl  the  brains  of  a 
Patagonian,  in  order  to  invedigate 
the  nature  of  the  foul ; — to  cover 
the  bodies  of  the  Tick  with  pitch, 
to  prevent  the  danger  of  perfpira- 
tion  ;  and  above  all,  not  to  pay 
the  phyfician. 

Mr.  de  Voltaire  heightened  theffi 
philofophic  ideas  with  all  the  ral- 
lery  which  fo  fine  an  opportunity 
prefented,  and  unfortunately  the 
learned  all  over  Europe  were  amuf- 
ed  with  the  ridicule.  Maupertuis 
was  careful  to  join  his  own  caufe 
to  the  caufe  of  the  king;  and  this 
piece  of  ridicule  was  looked  upoa 
as  a  failure  in  refpeCl  to  his  ma- 
jedy.  Our  author  in  the  mod  re- 
fpeCtful  manner  returned  the  key 
of  Chamberlain,  and  the  crofs  of 
his  order  to  the  king,,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verffis. 

‘‘  Je  les  recus  avec  tendrefle  ; 

“  Je  vous  les  rppj  avec  doulcur.  . 

‘‘  Conime  un  amant  jaloux,  dans  fa  mau- 
“  va.fchumeur, 

“  Rend  le  portrait  de  fa  Maitreffe,” 

D  3  Tlie 
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The  king  fent  back  the  key  and 
ribbon.  Our  author  then  fet  out 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  her  highnefs  the 
Duchefs  of  Gotha,  who  continued 
to  honour  hinx  with  her  friendfhip 
while  Jhe  lived.  It  was  for  her 
that  he  wrote  The  Annals  of  the  Em- 
pire^  about  a  year  after ;  a  work 
which  was  entirely  new  modelled 
in  his  EJJ'ay  upon  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Genius  and  Manners  of  Nations. 

While  he  remained  at  Gotha, 
Maupertuis  employed  all  his  bat¬ 
teries  againfl:  our  traveller,  which 
he  was  made  fenfible  of,  when  he 
came  to  meet  his  niece,  Madame 
Denis,  at  Francfort  on  the  Mayne. 

On  the  firil  of  June,  an  honefl: 
German,  who  neither  loved  the' 
French  nor  their  verfes,  came,  and 
in  bad  French  demanded  the  works 
in  poejhy  of  the  king  his  mafter. 
Our  traveller  replied,  that  the 
works  in  poejky  were  with  the  reft 
of  his  property  at  Leipfte.  The 
German  informed  him,  that  he  was 
ordered  to  Francfort,  and  muft  not 
depart  till  thefe  works  arrived. 
Mr.  de  Voltaire  gave  him  the  key 
of  Chamberlain,  and  the  crofs  of 
the  order,  and  promifed  to  reftore 
what  he  had  demanded ;  upon 
which  the  meftenger  y/rote  the  fol¬ 
lowing  billet 

‘‘  S  I  R, 

po  foon  the  large  package 
from  Leiplic  ftiall  be  here,  where 
is  the  work  of  poefhy  of  the 
“  king,  my  mafter,  you  may  de- 
part  wherever  you  think  pro- 
per. 

Francfort,  ift  June,  1753.” 

*  The  TranHator,  that  the  fpiri't  of 
gendered  it  word  for  word. 
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The  prifoner  wrote  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  note,  Good  for  the  nvor'k 
of  poejhy  of  the  king,  your  mafier. 

But  when  the  verfes  arrived,  it 
was  pretended  there  were  fome 
bills  of  exchange  expefted,  which 
did  not  arrive. — The  travellers  were 
detained  fifteen  days  at  the  fign 
of  the  Goat,  on  account  of  thefe 
pretended  bills  ;  and  at  laft  were 
not  permitted  to  depart  without 
paying  a  confiderableranfom.  Thefe 
are  details  which  never  come  to  the 
ears  of  kings. 

This  adventure  was  very  foon 
forgotten  by  both  parties,  and  with 
great  propriety.  The  king  fent 
back  his  verfes  to  his  old  admirer, 
and  foon  after  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  new  ones.  It  was  a  love 
quarrel ; — the  bickerings  of  a  court 
foon  die  away  ;  but  a  laudable 
ruling  paffion  will  long  continue. 

Soon  after  his  departure  from 
Berlin,  he  purchafed  the  Seignory 
of  Ferney  in  the  Pays  de  Gex,  about 
a  league  from  Geneva.  It  v/as  here, 
that  he  undertook  the  defence  of 
the  celebrated  family  of  Galas  ;  and 
it  was  not  long  before  he  had  a 
fecond  opportunity  of  vindicating 
the  innocence  of  another  condemned 
family  of  the  name  of  Sir<ven.  It 
is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  in 
the  year  1774,  he  had  the  third 
time  a  fingular  opportunity  of  em¬ 
ploying  that  fame  seal,  which  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  difplay  in 
the  fatal  cataftrophe  of  the  fami¬ 
lies  of  Galas  and  Sirven.  As  this 
ftory  is  not  fo  generally  known  as 
the  former  we  fhall  give  it  the 
reader  in  the  author’s  own  v/ords. 

the  original  might  not  evaporate,  has 

ffe 


CHARACTERS. 


He  was  Informed  that  there  was 
a  young  French  gentleman  of  mo- 
dell  merit,  and  lingular  good  fenl'e, 
in  the  King  of  PrulTia’s  army,  at 
Wefel.  This  young  gentleman  was 
only  a  volunteer,  and  had.  been 
condemned  at  Abbeville,  with  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Barre,  to  fuffer  the 
punilhment  of  parricides,  for  not 
kneeling  in  time  of  rain  before  a 
procelTion  of  Capuchins,  who  had 
palled  about  fifty  or  fixty  paces 
from  them. 

To  this  accufatlon  was  added 
that  of  having  lung  a  rakilh  fong 
of  a  hundred  years  old,  and  re¬ 
peating  Piron’s  Ode  to’Priapus. 
This  Ode  of  Piron’s  was  a  lewd 
flight  of  a  young  man,  and  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  fuch  a  venial  trefpafs, 
that  the  King  of  France,  Louis  XV, 
hearing  that  the  author  was  poor, 
gave  him  a  penfion  out  of  his  pri¬ 
vy  purfe.  Thus  he  who  compofed 
the  piece  was  rewarded  by  a  good 
king,  while  they  who  repeated  it, 
were  condemned  to  fulFer  the  moll 
dreadful  punifliment,  bv  fome  in¬ 
human  monllers  of  a  village. 

Three  judges  of  Abbeville  con- 
duifled  the  profecution,  and  the 
fentence  was  as  follows :  That  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Barre,  and  his 
young  friend,  (of  whom  we  have 
been  fpeaking)  Ihould  be  put  to 
the  torture  ordinary  and  extraordi¬ 
nary,  their  hands  be  cut  oil',  their 
tongues  torn  out  with  pincers,  and 
, their  bodies  burnt  alive. 

Of  three  judges  who  gave  this 
fentence,  two  of  them  were  abfo- 
lutely  incompetent.  One  of  them 
for  being  the  declared  enemy  of 
the  young  people’s  parents ;  the 
other,  becaufe  having  formerly  got 
himfelf  admitted  counfeilor,  he 
had  fin-ce  purchafed  and  excicifcd 
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the  bufinefs  of  attorney  in  Ab¬ 
beville  :  his  principal  employ¬ 
ment  was  that  of  a  dealer  in  bul¬ 
locks  and  hogs  ; — he  had  been 
condemned  by  the  confuls  of  Ab¬ 
beville,  and  the  court  of  Aides  had 
afterwards  declared  him  incapable 
of  holding  any  municipal  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  kingdom. 

o 

The  third  judge,  intimidated  by 
the  two  others,  had  the  weaknefs 
to  fubferibef to  their  fentence,  which 
was  followed  by  the  moll  poignant 
and  fruitlefs  remorfe. 

To  the  furprife  and  allonifhment 
of  all  Europe,  that  lllll  Ihudders 
with  horror  at  the  deed,  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  la  Barre  was  executed  : 
his  friend  was  outlawed,  having 
been  in  a  foreign  country  before 
the  beginning  of  the  profecution. 

This  fentence  fo  execrable,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  abfurd,  which 
is  an  eternal  difgrace  to  France, 
was  much  more  to  be  condemned 
than  that  by  which  the  innocent 
Calas  was  broke  upon  the  \vheel ; 
for  the  judges  of  Calas  were  guilty 
of  no  other  fault  than  that  of  de¬ 
ceiving  themfelves,  v/hile  the  crime 
of  the  Abbeville  judges,  was  their 
being  monllers  of  cruelty  with 
their  eyes  open.  They  condemned 
two  youths  to  fuffer  as  cruel  a  death 
as  Ravaillac  and  Damiens,  for  a 
levity  which  only  deferved  a  week’s 
imprifoament.  It  may  be  faid  that  . 
fince  the  maffacre  of  St,  Barthelo- 
mew  nothing  fo  dreadful  has  hap¬ 
pened.  It  is  melancholy  to  relate 
fuch  an  inilance  of  brutal  ferocity 
as  is  not  to  be  met  with  among 
the  moll  favage  people,  but  truth 
obliges  us  to  it. 

Mr.  de  Voltaire  having  been 
informed  that  the  other  young  per- 
fon,  a  vidim  of  the  moll  detellable 
D  4  fanati- 
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fanaticirm  that  ever  polluted  the 
earth,  was  in  one  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia’s  regiments ;  he  acquainted 
that  Monarch  of  it,  who  imme¬ 
diately  had  the  generofity  to  make 
him  an  officer.  The  King  of  Pruf- 
ha  enquired  particularly  about  the 
young  gentleman  ;  he  found  that 
he  had  learnt  the  art  of  drawing 
and  defign  without  the  help  of  a 
mailer  ;  that  he  was  prudent,  fen- 
fible,  and  virtuous  ;  and  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduft-  gave  the  lie 
to  his  pretended  judges  of  Abbe¬ 
ville.  The  king  called  him  near 
his  perfon,  gave  him  a  company, 
appointed  him  engineer,  and  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  a  penlion,  and 
thus  by  his  benevolence  wiped  away 
tlie  crimes  committed  by  folly  and 
barbarity.  Pie  wrote  i^  the  moll: 
affeding  terms  to  Mr.  de  Voltaire 
to  acquaint  him  with  what  he  had 
4one  for  this  truly  valuable  and 
unfortunate  young  foldier.  We 
have  all  been  witnelTes  of  this  hor¬ 
rid  affair,  fo  diffionourable  for 
France,  and  fo  noble  for  a  royal 
philofopher.  This  great  example 
will  iriform  mankind,  but  will  it 
eotreSi  them  I 


Memoirs  of  the  Abbe  Terrai, 

'HE  famous  Abbe  Terrai  is 
the  fon  of  a  notary  at  Bouin 
in  P'orez,  An  uncle  of  his,  who 
vyas  a  phyfician  at  court,  patro¬ 
nized  him  ;  bought  him  a  place  in 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  and  left 
him  a  .confiderable  fortune,  M. 
Terrai  foon  dillinguifhed  himfelf 
by  his  talents  and  indullry.  His 
reports  wePe  CQmprehenhve,  per- 
fpicuous,  fatisfaftory  to  the’  par¬ 
ties,  apparently  impartial,  and  con- 
lidered  as  mailer  pieces.  Tbe  court 
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appointed  him  a  rapporteur,  or  a 
legal  informer  to  the  court  of  all 
the  parliamentary  tranfadlions.  In 
this  place  he  ferved  his  ernployersi 
effedfually,  yet  at  the  fame  time 
caufed  the  remonhrances  of  parlia¬ 
ment  to  he  liberally  diftributed  both 
at  Paris  and  abroad.  Honeft  M. 
d’lnvau,  the  then  comptroller- ge¬ 
neral  of  the  finances,  was  difpleaf- 
ed  with  his  condudl ;  but  the  chan¬ 
cellor  took  the  Abbe’s  part;  Mr. 
d’Invau  was,  in  fpite  of  the  Duke 
of  ChoifeuPs  endeavours,  difmif- 
fed,  and  fucceeded  in  his  place  by 
M.  Terrai  himfelf.  The  new 
comptroller  now  began  his  admi- 
iiillration  with  Hopping  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  crown  debts,  and  di¬ 
verting  the  revenues  of  the  Caiffe 
d’Amortiffement,  or  fi.nking  fund, 
to  other  purpoi'es  ;  with  impofing 
the  fame  taxes  which  under  M. 
d’Invau’s  adrninifiration  he  had 
zealoufiy  oppofed.  His  depreda¬ 
tions  on  the  public,  induced  the 
Duke  de  ChoifeuI  to  attempt  his 
removal  ;  but  M,  Terrai  prevailed 
by  gaining  oyer  the  men  in  power 
by  increafing  their  penfions,  and 
by  foothing  the  fafmers-general  ; 
but  chiefly  by  humouring  the  king’s 
inclination  for  building,  and  in¬ 
dulging  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  the  royal  irdfirefs ;  without 
any  regard  to  the  intereils  of  the 
kingdom,  to  the  jullice  or  injullice 
of  his,  expedients,  or  the  fate  of 
the  fubjedls  and  fervants  of  the 
crown.  He  ruined  the  Eall  India 
Company,  whom  he  had  formerly 
ferved  as  fyndic  ;  he  forced  her  to 
pay  her  debts  to  government  in 
ready  money,  and,  in  return,  to 
accept  payment  of  the  king’s 
debts  to  her  in  paper  of  very  fmall 
value.  Thus  he  contrived  not  only 
to  difeharge  the  twenty  millions 


CHARACTERS 


due  from  the  king  to  the  company, 
but  to  faddle  her  with  a  debt  of 
15,000,000  of  livres  to  the  king. 
The  rents  in  the  hotel  de  ville, 
annually  amounting  to  no  lefs  than 
61,000,000,  and  till  then,  always 
refpedled  by  all  other  mlnifters, 
w'cre  in  the  hrll  fix  months  of  his 
adminiftration,  reduced  one  fifth. 
He  impofed  feveral  new  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  45,000,000,  and  recalled 
all  fuch  of  the  demefnes  of  the  crown 
as  were  then  fold  or  granted  away. 
The  clergy  had  compounded  for  a 
tax  called  the  Quinzieme,  or  fif¬ 
teenth  penny  ;  he  kept  the  com- 
pofition  money,  and  yet  demanded 
the  payment  of  the  tax.  He  ex¬ 
tended  the  Vingtieme,  or  twen¬ 
tieth  penny,  to  new  objedls,  and 
raifed  it  to  a  tenth  penny.  He 
fold  fome  goods  and  rights  to  a 
Jew  for  2,000,000  i  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  payment,  with¬ 
held  the  goods  ;  and  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  Jew,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  killed 
himfelf.  M.  Terrai  even  feized 
on  the  monies  depofited  in  courts 
of  juftice,  and  for  86,000  livres 
cafh,  returned  the  Marquife  de  la 
Palice  paper  money,  for  which 
fhe  could  get  no  more  than  20,000. 
The  univerfity  of  Paris  having  fav- 
ed  200,000  livres,  and  deftined 
them  for  a  building,  he  feized  the 
mdney,  undertook  the  building, 
and  never  ereded  a  fingle  ftone. 
Without  any  regard  for  the  inter- 
cefiion  of  the  queen  and  the  whole 
•  royal  family,  he  difmilTed  feveral 
payeurs  de  rentes,  and  on  their 
reprefentations  of  their  difirefs, 
told  them  that  they  might  carry  a 
mufket.  A  father  of  fixteen  chil¬ 
dren  difmiffed  without  any  caufe, 
for  whom  the  queen  alfo  had  in- 
terceeded,  once  afked  him  in  a 
^afiion,  ‘  am  I  then  to  firangle 
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them.?’  ‘You  would  perhaps  dp 
them  a  fervice,’  anfwered  Terrai. 
He  raifed  the  Droit  du  Marc  d’Or 
from  450,000  livres  to  three  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  was  for  extending  it 
to  military  officers ;  but  this  fcheme 
was  defeated  by  the  minillers  of 
war.  His  meafures  contributed  to¬ 
wards  caufing  a  dearth.  A  fpe- 
cimen  of  the  wretched  bread  of 
the  poor  country  people  was  fent 
to  the  king,  who  tailed  it  and 
found  it  detellable  ;  but  was  foon 
again  foothed  by  his  millrefs.  Dur¬ 
ing  thefe  times  of  public  dillrefs, 
five  new  operas  were  to  be  per¬ 
formed  at  court,  for  which  five 
thoufand  drefles  were  made..  He  had 
an  annual  revenue  of  1,200,000 
livres ;  yet  when  the  queen  herfelf 
was  once  collefling  charities  for 
fome  dillrelTed  perfon,  he  offered 
her  a  crown  piece,  and  it  was  only 
by  repeating  her  entreaties  that 
fhe  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to 
contribute  two  Louis  d’ors.  Such 
was  the  animofity  and  hatred  his 
own  vaffals  bore  him,  that  once 
when  he  gave  an  entertainment, 
they  cut  off  the  fupply  of  provi- 
fions. 

After  the  king’s  death,  Abbe 
Terrai  retired  without  any  penfion, 
but  with  all  his  wealth,  to  his  own 
caflle  la  Motte. 


Anecdotes  of  Thomas  Britton,  the 
famous  Mufeal  Small  Coal- Man, 

I 

^  extraordinary  perfon 

^  bound  himfelf,  and  ferved 
feven  years,  to  a  fmall-coal  man  in  » 
St.  John’s  flreet.  After  which  his 
mailer  gave  him  a  fum  of  money, 
and  Tom  went  back  to  his  native 
place,  Higham-Ferrers,  in  Nor¬ 
thampton- 


^2  C  H  A  R  A 

thamptonfhire.  When  he  had  fpent 
his  money  he  returned  to  London, 
and  fet  up  the  fmall-coal  trade, 
notwithilanding  his  mailer  was  ftill 
living,  and  took  a  fbable,  which 
he  turned  into  a  houfe  ;  of  which 
more  hereafter.  Some  time  after 
he  became  an  excellent  chernill, 
and,  perhaps,  performed  fuch  things 
in  that  profeffion,  as  had  never 
been  done  before,  by  the  help  of 
a  moving  elaboratory,  that  was 
contrived  and  built  by  himfelf, 
and  much  admired  by  the  facul¬ 
ty.  He  was  alfo  famous  for  his 
Ikill  in  the  theory  and  praclice  of 
mulic  ;  and  kept  up  for  forty  odd 
years  in  his  own  little  cell,  a  mii- 
iical  club,  which  was  nothing  iefs 
than  a  concert,  and  merits  our  at¬ 
tention  the  more,  as  it  was  the 
firfl  meeting  of  the  kind,  and  the 
undoubted  parent  of  fome  of  the 
moll  celebrated  concerts  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Its  origin  was  from  Sir 
Roger  L’Ellrange ;  and  this  at- 
tachment  of  Sir  Roger,  and  other 
ingenious  gentlemen,  arofe  from 
the  profound  regard  that  Britton 
had,  in  general,  to  ail  kinds  of  litera¬ 
ture.  Thehumility  of  his  deportment 
procured  him  .  great  refpeft  ;  he 
was  called,  though  fo  low  in  lla- 
tion,  Mr.  Britton :  and  men  of 
the  bed  wit,  as  well  as  fome  of 
the  bed  quality,  honoured  his  mu- 
iical  fociety  with  their  company. 
When  pairing  thedreets  in  his  blue 
linen  frock,  and  with  his  fack  of 
fmall-coal  on  his  back,  he  was 
frequently  accoded  with,  “  There 
goes  the  fmall-coal  man  who  is  a 
lover  of  learning,  a  performer  of 
mulic,  and  a  companion  for  gen¬ 
tleman.” 

Britton’s  houfe  was  next  to  the 
old  Jerufalem  tavern,  under  the 
gateway  (late  pulled  down  and  re- 
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built.)  On  the  ground  Boor  was 
a  repolitory  for  fmall-coal ;  over 
that  was  the  concert  room,  which 
was  very  lopg  and  narrow ;  and 
had  a  cieling  fo  low,  that  tall 
men  could  but  jull  dand  upright 
in  it.  The  dairs  to  this  room 
were  on  the  outdde  of  the  houfe, 
and  could  fcarce  be  afcended  with¬ 
out  crawling.  The  houfe  itfelf 
was  very  old,  low  built,  and,  in 
every  refpeft  fo  mean,  as  to  be 
a  fit  habitation  for  only  a  very 
poor  man.  Notvvithdanding  all, 
this  manfion,  defpicable  as  it  may 
feem,  attraded  to  it  as  polite  an 
audience  as  ever  the  Opera  did. 
And  a  lady  of  the  lird  rank  in 
this  kingdom,  now  living,  one  of 
the  lird  beauties  of  her  time,  may 
yet  remember,  that  in  the  plea- 
fure  which  fire  manifeded  at  hear¬ 
ing  Mr.  Britton’s  concert,  die  deem¬ 
ed  to  have  forgot  the  difficulty  with 
which  Ihe  afcended  the  deps  that 
led  to  it. 

At  thefe  concerts.  Dr.  Pepufch, 
and  frequently  Mr.  Handel,  played 
the  harpfichord ;  Mr.  Bannider 
the  lird  violin.  Dubourg,  then 
a  child,  played  his  lird  folo  at 
Britton’s  concert,  danding  upon  a 
joint-dool,  but  fo  terribly  awed  at 
the  fight  of  fo  fplendid  an  affiem- 
bly,  that  he  was  near  falling  to 
the  ground. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  Britton 
found  indruments,  and  that  the 
fubfcription  to  his  concert  was  ten 
diillings  a  year,  and  that  they  had 
coffee  at  a  penny  a  dilh.  If  fo, 
Britton  had  departed  from  his  ori¬ 
ginal  inditution  ;  for,  at  fird,  no 
coffee  was  drank  there,  nor  would 
he  receive  any  gratuity  from  any 
of  his  gueds ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  offended  whenever  it  was  of¬ 
fered  to  him  ;  which  is  alierted  by 

a  very 
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a  very  ancient  perfon  now  living, 
a  frequent  performer  at  his  con¬ 
cert. 

The  following  ftanza  of  a  fong, 
writen  by  Ward,  in  praife  of  Brit¬ 
ton,  feems  to  confirm  it :  - 

UPON  Thurfday  repair 
To  my  palace,  and  there 
Hobble  up  flair  by  flair  ^ 

But  I  pray  ye  take  care, 

That  you  break  not  your  Ibins  by  a  ftumble. 
And  without  e’er  a  foufe, 

Paid  to  me  or  my  fpoufe, 

Sit  as  ftill  as  a  moufe 
At  the  top  of  the  houfe. 

And  there  you  lhall  hear  how  we  fumble. 

As  to  his  own  real  Ikill  in  mufic,  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  :  it  is  certain 
he  could  tune  a  harpnchord  j  and 
he  frequently  played  the  viol  di 
gamba  in  his  own  concert. 

Britton  was  in  his  perfon  a  Ihort 
thick-fet  man,  with  a  very  honeft 
ingenuous  countenance.  There  are 
two  Diftures  of  him  extant,  both 
painted  by  his  friend  Mr.  V/olla- 
flon.  It  happened  thus  :  Britton 
had  been  out  one  mornings  and 
having  nearly  emptied  his  fack  in 
a  fhorter  time  than  he  expelled, 
had  a  mind  to  fee  his  friend  Mr. 
Wollafton,  but  having  always  con- 
fidered  himfelf  in  two  capacities, 
viz.  as  one  who  fubfifted  by  a  very 
mean  occupation,  and  as  a  compa¬ 
nion  for  perfons  in  a  flation  of  life 
above  him,  he  could  not,  con¬ 
fident  with  this  didindion,  dreft 
as  he  then  was,  make  a  vifit  ;  he 
therefore,  in  his  way  home,  va¬ 
ried  his  ufual  round,  and  palling 
through  Warwick-lane,  determin¬ 
ed  to  cry  fmall-coal  fo  near  Mr. 
Wollallon's  door,  as  to  hand  a 
chance  to  be  invited  in.  Accor¬ 
dingly  he  had  no  fooner  turned 
into  Warwick-court,  and  cried 
fmall-coal  in  his  ufual  tone,  than 
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Mr.  Wollafton,  who  had  never 
heard  him  there  before,  flung  up 
the  falh  and  beckoned  him  in. 
Mr.  Wollafton  intimated  a  defire 
to  draw  his  pidfure,  which  he 
confented  to,  and  he  was  painted 
in  his  blue  frock,  and  with  his 
fmall  coal  meafure  in  his  hand. 

About  the  beginning  of  this 
century  a  paffion  for  colle<fting  old 
books  and  manufcripts  reigned 
among  the  nobility.  The  chief 
of  thofe  who  fought  after  them 
were  Edward  earl  of  Oxford  ; 
the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Sunder¬ 
land,  and  Winchelfea,  and  the 
duke  of  Devonlhire.  Thefe  per¬ 
fons  in  the  winter  feafon,  on  Sa¬ 
turdays,  the  parliament  not  fitting 
on  that  day,  were  ufed  to  refort 
to  the  city,  and,  dividing  them- 
felves,  took  feveral  routs,  fome  to 
Little  Britain,  fome  to  Moorfields, 
and  others  to  different  parts  of  the 
town,  inhabited  by  bookfellers  : 
there  they  would  enquire  in  the 
feveral  Ihops  as  they  palTed  along 
for  old  books  and  manufcripts  ; 
and  fome  time  before  noon  would 
aftemble  at  the  Ihop  of  one  Chri- 
ftopher  Bateman,  a  bookfeller,  at 
the  corner  of  Ave-Maria-lane  in 
Pater-nofter-row ;  and  here  they 
were  frequently  met  by  Mr.  Bag- 
ford  and  other  perfons  engaged  in 
the  fame  purfuits,  and  a  converfa- 
tion  always  commenced  on  the  fub- 
je£l  of  their  enquiries.  Bagford 
informed  them  where  any  thing 
curious  was  to  be  feen  or  purchaf- 
ed,  and  they  in  return  obliged  him 
W'ith  a  fight  of  what  they  from  time, 
to  time  colledled.  While  they 
were  engaged  in  this  converfation, 
and  as  near  as  could  be  to  the  hour 
of  twelve  by  St.  Paul’s  clock,  Bri¬ 
ton,  who  bv  that  time  had  finiflied 
his  round,  arrived  clad  in  his  blue 

frock, 
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frock,  and  pitching  his  fack  of 
iKiali  coal  on  the  bulk  of  Mr.  Bate¬ 
man’s  ftiop  window,  would  go  in 
and  Join  them  ;  and  Lfter  a  con- 
'verfation,.  which  generally  lalled 
about  an  hour,  the  noblemon  above- 
mentioned  adjourned  to  the  Mourn¬ 
ing  Bufli  at  Alderfgate,  where 
tliey  dined  and  fpent  the  remainder 
of  the  day. 

The  fingularicy  of  his  cha- 
radler,  the  courfe  of  his  dudies, 
■hnd  the  colledions  he  made,  in¬ 
duced  fufpicions  that  Britton  was 
not  the  man  he  Teemed  to  be ;  and 
what  Mr.  Walpole  fays  as  to  this 
Barticular  is  very  true  5  Tome  thought 
his  mufical  aiTembly  only  a  cover 
for  feditious  meetings  :  others  for 
magical  purpofes  ;  and  that  Brit¬ 
ton  himfelf  was  taken  for  an  atheid, 
a  prefbyterian,  a  jefuit  j  but  thefe 
were  ill  grounded  conjectures,  for 
he  was  a  plain,  iimple,  honed  man, 
perfectly  inoirenfive,  and  highly 
adeemed  by  all  that  knew  him  ; 
and,  notwithdanding  the  mean.- 
nefs  of  his  occupation,  was  called 
Mr.  Britton. 

The  circumdances  of  this  man’s 
death  are  not  lefs  remarkable  than 
thofe  of  his  life.  There  dwelt  in 
Britton’s  time,  near  Clerkenwell- 
clofe,  a  man  named  Robe,  who 
frequently  played  at  his  concert, 
and  who,  being  in  the  commiffion 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlefcx,  was  ufually  called  Juf- 
tice  Robe  ;  at  the  lame  time  one 
Samuel  Honeyman,  a  blackfmith 
by  trade,  and  who  lived  in  Bear- 
dreet,  near  Leiceder-fquare,  be- 
eame.  very  famous  for  a  faculty 
which  he  poffefled  of  fpeaking  as 
if  his  voice  proceeded  from  Tome 
didant  part  of  the  houfe  where  he 
dood  ;  in  diort,  he  was  one  of  thofe 
3m en  called  Ventriloqui,  i.  ef  thofe 
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that  fpeak  as  it  were  from  their 
bellies,  and  are  taken  notice  of  by 
Reginald  Scott  in  his  Difcovery  of 
Witchcraft,  p.  111,  for  which  rea- 
fon  he  was  called  the  Talking 
Smith  ;  the  pranks  played  by  thia 
man,  if  collefted  would  make  a 
volume.  During  the  time  that 
Dr.  Sachevereil  was  under  cenfure, 
and  had  a  great  refort  of  friends  to 
his  houfe  near  the  church  in  Hoi- 
born,  he  had  .the  confidence  to  get 
himfelf  admitted,  by  pretending 
that  he  came  from  a  couple  who 
wifhed  to  be  married  by  the  doc¬ 
tor.  He  flayed  not  long  in  the 
room,  but  made  fo  good  ufe  of  his 
time,  that  the  doftor,  who  was  a 
large  man,  and  one  of  the  floutefl 
and  mofl  athletic  then  living,  was 
alraofl  terrified  into  fits.  Dr.  Der- 
ham  of  Upminfler,  that  fagacious 
enquirer  into  the  works  of  nature, 
had  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  Honey- 
man,  but  the  perfon  he  employed 
to  bring  about  the  meeting,  and 
who  communicated  this  anecdote, 
contrived  always  to  difappoint  him, 
knowing  full  well  that  had  it  taken 
effedt,  it  mufl  have  terminated  in 
the  difgrace  of  the  dodor,  whofe 
reputation  as  a  divine  and  a  philo- 
pher  he  thought  a  fubjed  too  fe- 
rious  to  be  fported  with. 

This  man,  Robe  was  fool i fit 
and  wicked  enough  to  introduce, 
unknown,  to  Britton,  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  terrifying  him,  and  he 
fucceeded  in  it:  Honeyman,  with¬ 
out  moving  his  lips,  or  leeming  to 
fpeak,  announced,  as  from  afar 
oft,  the  death  of  poor  Britton 
within  a  few  hours,  with  an  intir 
mation  that  the  only  way  to  avert 
his  doom  was  for  him  to  fall  on 
his  knees  immediately  and  fay  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  :  the  poor  man  did 
as  he  was  bid,  went  honi(p  ar^d  took 
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to  his  bed,  and  in  a  few  days  died ; 
leaving  his  friend  Mr.  Robe  to  en¬ 
joy  the  fruits  of  his  mirth.’ 


Authentic  Account  of  the  Burning  of 
a  Gen  too  Woman ^  at  her  o’vcn  re- 
quefy  at  Azumabad. 

IT  being^afTerted  by  Mr.  Guthrie, 
in  his  Geographical  Grammar, 
p.  536,  and  fome  other  authors, 
that  the  cullom  of  the  Gentoo  wo¬ 
men  burning  themfelves  with  their 
deceafed  huibands  was  difufed  in 
India,  I  defire  you  would  infert 
the  following  Extraft  of  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Jolcph  Wilfon,  at  Azu- 
mabad,  (lately  called  Canfbang) 
in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  by 
which  it  appears  that  cultom  is 
yet  kept  up  and  praftifed.  I  give 
it  in  his  own  words. 

March  I,  1777.  Yours, 
Broomh£ad.  JOHN  VVILSON. 

V 

I  WAS  laE  September  an 
eye  witnefs  to  a  Gentoo  woman 
burning  with  her  hufband  ;  and  as 
1  Hood  by  all  the  time,  and  took* 
notes  of  all  that  palTed,  you  may 
depend  upon  the  following  narra¬ 
tion  to  be  ftriftly  true ;  I  mean 
the  ceremonies  that  were  ufed  by 
thefe  people^  who  had  always  got 
their  bread  by  their  labour,  and 
indeed  were  fo  very  poor,  that  the 
fon  was  obliged  to  go  from  houfe 
to  houfe  to  beg  fire- wood  to  burn 
th  em  with  :  the  richer  people  are 
more  curious,  and  haye  their  piles 
made  of  a.fvveet-fcented  wood  call¬ 
ed  Sandal,  and  much  larger  than 
the  people  1  am  fpeaking  of  can 
poffibly  afford. 

“  The  Account  of  Jananca,  Wife  of 
Otrain  Gofe,  ^>jho  <v:as  burnt 
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ali-ve  <vjith  J^er  Hufhand^  Sept.  2, 

1776,  at  the  Head  of  the  Bcxscaar 

at  Canfbang. 

“  AS  foon  as  her  hufband  wai 
given  over  by  the  Doaor,  fhe  fent 
tor  a  Bramin,  and  declared  her  in¬ 
tentions  to  burn  herfelf,  fon,  and 
daughter,  (which  was  the  whol« 
of  the  family  together,)  which  fome 
neighbours  endeavoured  as  much  aa 
poffible  to  diftuade  her  from,  but 
all  to  no  purpofe,  and  from  that 
time  refufed  eating  any  thing,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  plantains  and  betci-nutS4 
She  fent  for  all  her  friends,  who 
Haid  wdth  her  all  night,  and  wkk 
whom  fhe  was  very  merry,  in 
the  morning  the  man  died,  and 
his  fon  came  to  me  to  afk  leave 
to  burn  his  father  and  mother  in 
the  Bazaar  (or  market-place),  as 
it  Delongs  to  the  plantation,  and 
is  clofe  to  my  houfe.  I  toid  him 
very  well  ;  but  that  I  fliould  take 
care  no  force  w^as  ufed  to  make  her 
burn  againft  her  will.  He  toid 
me  he  was  fo  far  from  forcing,  that 
be  had  offered  her  two  rupees  a 
month  for  life  ;  but  yet  could  not 
help  faying  it  would  reflefi  an  ho* 
noLir  on  his  family  for  his  mother 
to  burn.  The  man  was  fcarce 
cold  before  he  and  his  wife  were 
carried  upon  men’s  flioulders,  fh^\ 
fitting  by  him  ;  and  having  pro¬ 
vided  herfelf  with  fome  couries 
(final!  fhells  which  go  current  for 
money  here),  ffe  difiributed  them 
araongll:  the  populace,  together 
with  rice  fried  in  butter  and  fugar 
very  plentifully,  as  file  paffed  from 
her  houfe  to  the  place  of  burning  ; 
where,  when  Hie  arrived,  they  had 
not  begun  to  make  the  pile  ;  fo 
fhe  was  fet  down,  together  with 
her  dead  hufband,  and  gave  feveral 
orders  to  the  people  in  making  the 
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pile,  and  was  fo  far  from  being  in 
the  leaft  afraid,  that  die  rejoiced 
much.  I  went  up  to  her,  and 
alked  her  if  it  was  her  own  free 
will  apd  confent  ?  She  told  me  it 
was,  and  that  fhe  was  much  oblig¬ 
ed  to  me  for  giving  her  liberty 
to  burn  in  that  place,  and  defired 
I  would  not  offer  to  pppofe  it,  as 
die  would  certainly  make  away 
with  herfelf,  was  ihe  prevented. 
She  fat  there,  talking  with  her 
friends  and  neighbours,  till  the 
pile  was  ready,  which  was  above 
an  hour,  and  then  went  a  little 
didance  off,  where  the  deceafed 
was  alfo  carried,  and  were  both 
wadied  with  Ganges  water,  and 
clean  deaths  put  on  them.  The 
fon  of  the  deceafed  then  put  a 
painted  paper  crown,  or  cap,  on 
his  father’s  head,  of  the  fame  kind 
as  is  Lifual  for  them  to  v.'ear  at 
their  marriages ;  and  a  Bramin 
woman  brought  four  lamps  burn¬ 
ing,  and  put  one  of  them  into 
the  woman’s  hand,  and  placed  the 
other  three  round  her  upon  the 
ground  :  all  the  time  fhe  held  the 
lamp  in  her  hand,  the  Bramin  wo¬ 
man  was  repeating  fome  prayers 
to  her  ;  which  when  finiflied,  die 
put  a  garland  of  flowers  round 
her  head,  and  then  gave  the  fon 
of  the  deceafed,  who  was  Handing 
clofe  by,  a  ring  made  of  grafs, 
which  fhe  put  upon  one  of  his 
fingers,  and  an  earthern  plate  full 
of  boiled  rice  and  plantains  mixed 
up  together,  which  he  immediately 
offered  to  his  deceafed  father,  put¬ 
ting  it  three  times  to  his  mouth, 
and  then  in  the  fame  manner  to 
his  mother,  who  did  not  tafte  it. 
The  deceafed  was  fupported  all 
this  time,  and  fet  upon  his  breech 
clofe  by  his  wife,  who  never  fpoke 
after  this,  but  made  three  felams 


to  her  hufband,  by  putting  hef 
hands  upon  the  foies  of  his  feet, 
and  then  upon  her  own  head.  The 
deceafed  was  then  carried  away  and 
laid  upon  the  pile,  and  his  wife 
immediately  followed,  with  a  pot 
under  her  arm,  containing  21  cou- 
ries,  21  pieces  of  faffron,  21  pons 
for  betel-nut,  and  the  leaf  made 
up  ready  for  chewing  ;  one  little 
piece  of  iron,  and  one  piece  of 
fandal-wood,  VVhen  fhe  got  to 
the  pile,  fhe  looked  a  little  at  her 
hufband,  Who  was  lying  upon  it, 
and  then  walked  feven  times  round 
it  ;  'when  fhe  flopped  at  his  feet, 
and  made  the  fame  obeifance  to 
him  as  before.  She  then  mounted 
the  pile  without  help,  and  laid 
herfelf  down  by  her  hufband’s  fide, 
putting  the  pot  fne  carried  with 
her  clofe  to  her  head ;  which  as 
foon  as  done,  file  clafped  her  huf¬ 
band  in  her  arm.s_^  and  the  fon, 
who  was  Handing  ready  with  a 
wifp  of  Hraw  lighted  in  his  hand, 
put  the  blaze  of  it  three  times  to 
his  father  and  mother’s  months, 
and  then  fet  the  pile  on  fire  all 
round,  whilH  the  populace  threw 
reeds  and  light  wood  upon  them  ; 
and  they  were  both  burnt  to  afhes 
in  lefs  than  an  hour.  I  believe  fhe 
foon  died,  for  fhe  never  moved, 
though  there  was  no  weight  upoii 
her  but  what  fne  might  have  eafily 
overfet,  had  fne  had  any  inclina¬ 
tion.  It  was  intirely  a  voluntary 
aft,  and  file  was  as  much  in  her 
fenfes  as  ever  fine  was  in  her  life. 
I  forgot  to -mention  that  file  had 
her  forehead  painted  with  red 
paint,  which  flie  feraped  off  with, 
her  nails,  and  diflributed  amongft 
her  friends,  and  alfo  gave  them 
chew'ed  betel  out  of  her  mouth,- 
for  wdiich  favours  every  one  feem- 
ed  very  folicitous.  The  above,  t 

affaref 
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alTure  you,  is  a  true  account  of 
what  I  faw. 


Account  of  the  Inhabitants  ^y^Walla- 
chia,  by  Baron  Inigo  Born. 

Their  manner  of  living  is 
extremely  rough  and  favage. 
They  want  religion,  arts  and 
fciences.  Their  children  are  fiom 
their  firft  infancy  vvalhed  every 
day  in  the  open  air,  in  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  and  then  fwathed  in  coarfe 
linen  or  woollen  cloth.  The  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  feafons  and  the  wea¬ 
ther  makes  herein  no  difference. 
From  the  fifth  to  the  twelfth  or 
fourteenth  year  of  their  age  they 
are  left  with  the  herds  and  flocks 
to  attend  them  ;  however,  the  girls 
are  taught  in  the  fame  time  wafh- 
ing,  baking,  fpinning,  making 
needle-work,  weaving,  and  fo  on. 
From  the  fourteenth  year  they  are 
brought  up  and  employed  in  huf- 
bandry.  Kukuruz,  or  maiz,  is 
their  chief  objeft  of  agriculture. 
However,  they  fow  like  wife  oats, 
barley,  and  wheat.  They  diftil 
from  "the  fruits  of  trees,  which  they 
plant  in  great  plenty,  a  fort  of 
brandy,  called  rakie,  which  they 
are  very  fond  of.  Their  meat  is 
as*fimple  as  their  drefs.  Bifeuit 
of  coarfe  grinded  maiz,  baked  un¬ 
der  afhes,  which  they  call  malai, 
fome  flelh,  milk,  cheefe,  beans, 
and  other  vegetables,  are  their 
common  food.  Their  drefs  is  va¬ 
rious  ;  but  generally  it  confifls  of 
the  following  articles.  The  men 
wear  long  white  woollen  trowfers, 
as  the  Hungarians,  but  wider ; 
foies  of  raw  flein  tied  about  the  feet 
inilead  of  Ihoes ;  a  fiiirt  open  on 
the  bread  ;  a  woollen  jacket  qx 
coat,  tight  around  the  waid,  with 
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long  fleeves,  and  a  fur  cap,  or  bon¬ 
net,  for  the  head.  The  women 
have  long  Ihirts  down  to  the  ancles; 
a  brown  variegated  driped  petti¬ 
coat  open  on  both  fides,  and  tied 
with  a  girdle;  a  waidcoat  or 
ment  of  coarfe  cloth,  fomewhat 
fhorter  than  the  diirts,  and  an  an¬ 
nular  bolder  duifed  with  hair  or 
draw  upon  their  head,  which  they 
cover  with  a  woven  cloth.  The 
girls  go  bare-headed.  Their  or¬ 
naments  confid  of  ear-rings  of 
white  or  yellow  brafs,  of  coloured 
glafs,  beads,  pearls,  glafs,  fea¬ 
thers,  and  pieces  of  money  fadened 
to  a  dring  and  tied  round  the  head 
and  neck.  This  ornament  makes 
a  ringing,  fo  that  a  fine  drefied 
Raize,  or  Wallachian  girl,  may 
very  often  be  heard  looner  than 
feen.  They  marry  very  young; 
and  there  are  married  couples,  the 
man  not  above  fourteen  ;  the  wife 
even  not  twelve  years  of  age.  Some 
manual  arts  feem  to  be  peculiar  to 
them.  Scarce  any  where  you  will 
find  a  Cartwright  or  a  weaver ; 
every  Wallachian  being  a  cart- 
wright,  and  every  woman  a 
weaver.  No  woman  is  feen  going 
about  without  fome  work  in  hand. 
What  they  bring  to  fale  they  carry 
on  their  heads.  If  they  have  a 
child  to  nurfe,  it  is  carried  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  fpindle  is  kick¬ 
ing  in  their  girdle,  and  all  the 
w'ay  they  are  fpinning.  All  their 
necelTaries  are  worked  up  by  them- 
felves.  Scarce  any  tradefmen  nor 
any  beggars  are  feen  among  them. 
What  can  I  fay  to  you  of  their  re¬ 
ligion  }  They  confefs  the  non- 
united  Greek  religion,  Gr^ci  ritus 
non  unitorvm.  But  in  faft,  they 
have  fcarce  more  religion  than  their 
domedic  animals,  except  repeated 
fadings,  which  almodtake  up  half 

the 
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the  year,  and  are  fo  extremely  fe- 
vere,  that  they  dare  not  eat  any 
meat,  eggs,  or  milk  :  they  fcarce 
have  any  idea  of  other  religious 
duties.  But  in  thefe  fadings  they 
are  fo  fcrupulous,  that  they  do  not 
break  them,  even  ihould  they 
ilight  every  other  divine  or  human 
law.  '  A  robber  will  never  indulge 
himfelf  contrary  to  this  abdinence, 
nor  lie  with  his  own  or  another 
man’s  wife,  for  fear  that  God  might 
in  this  cafe  withdraw  his  bleffing 
from  his  trade.  What  barbarifm  ! 
what  humriiating  ideas  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being  !  The  ignorance  and 
iuperdition  of  the  bonzes  cannot 
poffibly  be  above  that  of  their 
popes.  Some  of  them  arefo  igno¬ 
rant  as  to  be  unable  to  read  ;  what 
can  theyi  teach  the  poor  people  ? 
They  plow  and  till  their  ground, 
they  attend  their  herds  like  other 
peafants,  deal  in  every  trade  as 
Jews,  and  get  drunk  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  their  dupid  paridiioners, 
who  fell  them  their  fins,  and  think 
to  be  happy  and  to  be  faved  if  they 
difcharge  their  own  and  their  de- 
cealed  relations  dns  at  a  good 
price. 

The  religious  rites  and  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  this  people  favour  rather  of 
Paganifm  and  Judaifm,  than  of 
that  religion  which  they  profefs. 
For  example  5  no  woman  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  kill  any  animal  whatever 
it  be.  The  bride  is  on  her  wed¬ 
ding  day,  and  the  day  before,  con- 
dantly  hid  under  a  veil.  Whoever 
unyeils  her  is  entitled  to  a  kifs ; 
and,  if  fhe  defire  it,  obliged  to 
make  her  a  prefent.  The  women 
are  in  the  churches  feparaced  from 
the  men.  Their  funerals  are  fin- 
gular.  The  corpfe  is  with  difmal 
fhrieks  brought  to  the  tomb,  in 
which  it  is  funk  down  as  loon  as 
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the  pope  has  done  with  his  ritual,^ 
At  this  moment  the  friends  and 
relations  of  the  deceafed  raife  hor¬ 
rid  cries.  They  remind  the  de¬ 
ceafed  of  his  friends,  parents,  cat¬ 
tle,  houfe  and  ftoufehold,  and  afk 
for  what  reafon  he  left  them.  As 
no  anfwer  enfues,  the  grave  is  filled 
up,  and  a  wooden  crofs  with  a 
large  fione  placed  at  the  head,  to 
avoid  the  dead  htcoming  2i^ampye^ 
or  a  llrolling  nodlurnal  blood- 
fucker.  Wine  is  thrown  upon  the 
grave  j  and  frankincenfe  burnt 
around  itj  to  drive  away  evil  fpi- 
rits  and  witches.  This  done  they 
go  home  ;  bake  bread  of  wheat 
flour,  which  to  the  expiation  of  the 
deceafed  they  eat,  plentifully  drink¬ 
ing  to  be  the  better  comforted  them- 
felves.  The  folemn  fhrieks,  liba¬ 
tions  of  wine  and  fumigations  about 
the  tomb  continue  during  fome 
days,  nay  even  fome  weeks,  re¬ 
peated  by  the  neared  relations. 
The  funeral  of  a  bridegropm  is  dill 
more  folemn.  A  pole,  fome  fa¬ 
thoms  long,  is  fixed  to  his  tomb| 
and  the  bride  hangs  on  it  a  gar¬ 
land,  a  quill,  and  a  white  hand¬ 
kerchief. 

If  they  engage  themfelves  in  an 
indifibluble  friendfltip  in  life  and 
death,  they  put  the  form  of  a  crofs 
in  the  vefiel  or  the  cup  from  which 
they  eat  or  drink  ;  fwearing  ever- 
lading  fidelity.  This  ceremony  is 
never  to  be  dighted.  It  is  gene¬ 
rally  a  previous  rite  to  robberies. 
The  fame  ceremony  is  reforted  to 
as  the  mod  efficacious  bond  ;  for 
example,  if  robbers  reieafe  amanj 
by  whom  they  apprehend  to  be  in- 
didled,  they  oblige  him  to  filence 
by  an  oath  by  the  crofs,  the  fait 
and  the  bread,  which  they  call 
giurar  pe  cruccy  ps  pitUy  pe  fare. 
Their  canon  law  is  very  different 

from 
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from  ours.  vStealing  and  adultery 
are  confidered  as  trifling  crimes, 
but  violating  or  difhonouring  a  girl 
are  great  ones.  No  murther  can 
be  difpenfed  with  by  their  popes. 
That  difpenlation  is  referved  to 
God  alone.  However,  robberies 
and  murthers  are  extremely  com¬ 
mon  among  this  people.  Therea- 
ibn  is  obvious.  7’hey  have  no  true 
ideas  either  of  God  or  of  the  foul  ; 
how  fliould  not  they  be  wrong  in 
their  ideas  of  the  fociai  and  politi¬ 
cal  obligations  of  man  ?  Any  phse- 
nomenon,  or  effeft  of  unknown 
caufes,  is  confidered  by  them  as  a 
miracle.  *  They  look  upon  a  folar 
eclipfe  as  a  fray  of  the  infernal 
dragon  with  the  fun  ;  for  that  rea- 
fon,  during  an  eclipfe,  a  great 
firing;  is  heard  through  the  land, 
to  frighten  away  the  dragon,  which 

I  elfe  might  conquer  and  devour  the 
fun,  and  plunge  the  world  into 
eternal  darknefs.  The  infefts 
which  in  the  fpring  creep  forth 
from  under  a  rock  near  ColumbaCz 
on  the  limits  of  the  Tujtkifh  domi¬ 
nions,  and  which  greatly  annoy 
their  herds,  are,  according  to  their 
'opinion,  vctmited  by  the  devil. 

;  'The  holy  knight,  St.  George,  is 
faid  to  have  cut  off  his  head  in  a 
cavern  under  the  rock.  A  W alla- 
chian  vvil^  never  cut  a  fpit  of  beech 
to  roaft  his  meat  on.  The  reafon 
is,  beech  yields  in  the  fpring  a  red 
fap,  and  the  fentimental  compaf- 
fionate  tree  weeps  thefe  bloody 
tears,  according  to  the  learned  and 
profound  obfervations  of  the  Wal- 
lachians,  becaiife  the Turkifli  blood¬ 
hounds  ufed  to  cut  the  fpits  for 
roafting  Chri  Ilians  from  beech- 
wood.  No  capital  punilhment  is 
in  greater  abhorrence  among  the 
Wallachians  than  that  of  the  rope. 
The  pale  and  wheel  feem  prefer- 
VoL.XX.  1777. 
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able  to  it.  But  why  ?  A  rope  ties 
the  neck  and  forces  the  foul  out 
downwards.  They  call  that  a 
moil  difgullful  Impure  defilement 
of  the  foul,  and  I  call  their  Angu¬ 
lar  nicety  on  that  account  true  pfy- 
chological  materialifm. 


Account  of  the  Sa^ageTrihes  of  Ame- 
rica.,  extruded  from  Dr.  Robert- 
fon’r  Hifory. 

t  |“^HE  firli  appearance  of  the 
J[  inhabitants  of  the  New 
World,  filled  the  difeoverers  vvitk 
fuch  ailoniihment^  that  they  w'ere 
apt  to  imagine  them  a  race  of  men 
different  from  ihofe  of  the  other 
hemifphere.  Their  complexion  is 
of  a  reddifh  brown,  nearly  relem- 
bling  the  colour  of  copper.  The 
hair  of  their  heads  is  always  black, 
long,  coarfe,  and  lank.  They 
have  no  beard,  and  every  part  of 
their  body  is  perfectly  fmooth. 
Their  perfons  are  of  a  full  fize,  ex¬ 
tremely  ilraight,  and  well  propor¬ 
tioned.  Their  features  are  regu¬ 
lar,  though  often  diilorted  by  ab- 
furd  endeavours  to  improve  the 
beauty  of  their  natural  form,  or  to 
render  their  afpedl  more  dreadful 
to  their  enemies,  in  the  iflands, 
where  four-footed  animals  were 
both  few  and  fnia.Il,  and  the  earth 
yielded  her  productions  alnioft 
fpontaneoufly,  the  conflitution  of 
the  natives,  neither  braced  by  the 
active  eXercifes  of  the  chace,  nor 
invigorated  by  the  labour  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  was  extremely  feeble  and 
languid.  On  the  continent,  where 
the  forefls  abound  with  game  of 
various  kinds,  and  the  chief  occu¬ 
pation  of  many  tribes  was  to  pur- 
fue  it,  their  frame  acquired  greater 
firmnefs,  Still,  however,  the  Ame- 
E  rican? 
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ricans  were  more  remarkable  for 
agility  than  ftrength.  They  re- 
fembled  beafts  of  prey,  rather  than 
animals  formed  for  labour.  They 
were  not  only  averfe  to  toil,  but 
incapable  of  it ;  and  when  rouzed 
by  force  from  their  native  indo¬ 
lence,  and  compelled  to  work, 
they  funk  under  talks  which  the 
people  of  the  other  continent  would 
have  performed  with  eafe.  This 
feeblenefs  of  conftitution  was  uni- 
verfal  among  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  regions  in  America  which  we 
are  furveying,  and  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  charaderiftic  of  thefpecies 
there. 

The  beardlefs  countenance  and 
fmooth  Ikin  of  the  American  feems 
to  indicate  a  defe£l  of  vip-our,  oc- 
cafioned  by  fome  vice  in  his  frame. 
He  is  deflitate  of  one  lign  of  man¬ 
hood  and  of  hrength.  This  pe¬ 
culiarity,  by  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  New  World  are  diftinguilhed 
from  the  people  of  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  cannot  be  attributed,  as 
fome  travellers  have  fuppofed,  to 
their  mode  of  fubfiftence.  For 
though  the  food  of  many  Ameri¬ 
cans  be  fo  extremely  infipid,-  that 
they  are  altogether  unacquainted 
with  the  ufe  of  fait,  rude  tribes  in 
other  parts  of  the  earth  have  fub- 
hfted  on  aliments  equally  limple 
without  this  mark  of  degradation, 
or  any  apparent  fymptom  of  a  di¬ 
minution  in  their  vigour. 

As  the  external  form  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  leads  us  to  fufpe6l  that  there 
is  fome  natural  debility  in  their 
frame,  the  fmallnefs  of  their  ap¬ 
petite  for  tood  has  been  mentioned 
by  many  authors  as  a  confirmation 
&t  this  fufpicion.  The  quantity 
of  food  which  men  confume  varies 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the 
climate  in  which  they  live,  the  de- 
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gree  of  aflivity  which  they  exeri^ 
and  the  natural  vigour  of  their 
conllituBons.  Under  the  enerva-^ 
ting  heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  and 
when  men  pafs  their  days  in  indo¬ 
lence  and  eafe,  they  require  lefs 
nourilhment  than  the  adive  inha¬ 
bitants  of  temperate  or  cold  coun¬ 
tries.  But  neither  the  warmth  of 
their  climate,  nor  their  extreme 
lazinefs,  will  account  for  the  un¬ 
common  defefl  of  appetite  among 
the  Americans.  The  Spaniards 
were  aftonilhed  with  obferving  this, 
not  only  in  the  ifiands,  but  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  continent.  The 
confiitutional  temperance  of  the 
natives  far  exceeded,  in  their  opi¬ 
nion,  the  abftinence  of  the  mofi: 
mortified  hermits ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  appetite  of  the 
Spaniards  appeared  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  infatiably  voracious ;  and  they 
affirmed,  that  one  Spaniard  de-' 
voured  more  food  in  a  day  than 
was  fufficient  for  ten  Americans. 

A  proof  of  fome  feeblenefs  in 
-4:heir  frame  ftill  more  firiking,  is 
the  infenfibility  of  the  Americans 
to  the  charms  of  beauty,  and  the- 
power  of  love.  That  paffion  which 
was  defiined  to  perpetuate  life,  to 
be  the  bond  of  focial  union,  and 
the  fource  of  tendernefs  and  joy,  is 
the  moft  ardent  in  the  human 
bread  ;  and  though  the  perils  and 
hardffiips  of  the  favage  date, 
though  exceffive  fatigue,  on  fome 
occafions,  and  the  difficulty  at  all 
times  of  procuring  fabfidence,  may 
feem  to  be  ad verfe  to  this  paffion, 
and  to  have  a  tendency  to  abate  its 
vigour,  yet  the  ruded  nations  in 
every  other  part  of  the  globe  feem 
to  feel  its  influence  more  powerful¬ 
ly  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  New 
World.  The  negro  glows  with  all 
the  warmth  of  defire  natural  to 
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Ills  climate  ;  and  the  moil  uncul¬ 
tivated  Afiatics  difcover  that  fenfi- 
bility,  which,  from  their  fituation, 
we  fhould  expeft  them  to  have  felt. 
But  the  Americans  are,  in  an  ama¬ 
zing  degree,  Grangers  to  the  force 
of  this  firft  inftind  of  nature.  In 
every  part  of  the  New  World  the 
natives  treat  their  women  with 
coldnefs  and  indifference.  They 
are  neither  the  objedls  of  that  ten¬ 
der  attachment  which  takes  place 
in  civilized  fociety,  nor  of  that  ar¬ 
dent  defire  confpicuous  among  rude 
nations.  Even  in  climates  where 
this  paffion  ufually  acquires  its 
greateft  vigour,  the  favage  of  Ame¬ 
rica  views  his  female  with  difdain, 
as  an  animal  ofalefs  noble  fpecies. 
He  is  at  no  pains  to  win  her  favour 
by  the  affiduity  of  courtlbip,  and 
ftill  lefs  folicitous  to  preferve  it  by 
indulgence  and  gentlenefs.  Mif- 
fionaries  themfelves,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  auflerity  of  monafric  ideas, 
cannot  refrain  from  expreffing  their 
aftonilhment  at  the  difpaffionate 
coldnefs  of  the  American  young 
men  in  -their  intercourfe  with  the 
other  fex.  Nor  is  this  referve  to 
be  aferibed  to  any  opinion  which 
they  entertain  with  refpeft  to  the 
merit  of  female  chaftity.  That  is 
an  idea  too  refined  for  a  favage, 
and  fuggefted  by  a  delicacy  of  fen- 
timent  and  affedbicn  to  which  he  is 
a  flranger. 

— Notwithftanding  the  feeble 
make  of  the  Americans,  almoft  none 
of  them  are  deformed,  or  mutilated, 
©r  defedlive  in  any  of  their  fenfes. 
All  travellers  have  been  flruck  with 
this  circumffance,  and  have  cele¬ 
brated  the  uniform  fymmetry  and 
perfeftion  of  their  external  figure. 
Some  authors  fearch  for  the  caufe 
of  this  appearance  in  their  phyfi- 
cal  condition.  Ai  the  parents  are 
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not  exhaufled  or  over-fatigued  with 
hard  labour,  they  fuppofe  that 
their  children  are  born  vigorous 
and  found.  They  imagine,  that 
in  the  liberty  of  favage  life,  the 
human  body,  naked  and  uncon- 
fined  from  its  earliefl  age,  pre- 
ferves  its  natural  form  ;  and  that 
all  its  limbs  and  members  acquire  a 
jufler  proportion,  than  when  fet¬ 
tered  with  artificial  reflraints, 
which  flint  its  growth,  and  diftort 
its  fhape.  Something,  without 
doubt,  may  be  aferibed  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  thefe  caufes  ;  but  the  true 
reafons  of  this  apparent  advantage, 
which  is  common  to  all  favage  na¬ 
tions,  lie  deeper,  and  are  clofely 
interwoven  with  the  nature  and  ge¬ 
nius  of  that  flate.  The  infancy  of 
man  is  fo  long  and  fo  helplefs,  that 
it  is  extremely  difiicult  to  rear  chil¬ 
dren  amone  rude  nations.  Their 
means  of  fubfiflence  are  not  only 
fcanty,  but  precarious.  Such  as 
live  by  hunting  muft  range  over 
extenfive  countries,  and  fhift  often 
from  place  to  place.  The  care  of 
children,  as  well  as  every  other 
laborious  taflc,  is  devolved  upon 
the  women.  The  diflrefles  and 
hardfhips  of  the  favage  life,  which, 
are  often  fuch  as  can  hardly  bei 
fupported  by  perfons  in  full  vi¬ 
gour,  muft  be  fatal  fo  thofe  of 
more  tender  age.  Afraid  of  un¬ 
dertaking  a  talk  fo  laborious,  and 
of  fuch  long  duration,  the  women, 
in  fome  parts  of  America,  extin- 
guifli  the  flrft  fparks  of  that  life 
which  they  are  unable  to  cherifli, 
and  by  the  ufe  of  certain  herbs 
procure  frequent  abortions.  Sen- 
fible  that  only  flout  and  well- 
foriTved  children  have  force  of 
conflitution  to  flruggle  through 
fuch  an  hard  infancy,  ether  na¬ 
tions  abandon  or  deflroy  fuch  of 
K  2  their 
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their  progeny  as  appear  feeble  or 
defeclive,  as  unworthy  of  attention. 
Even  when  they  endeavour  to  rear 
all  their  children  without  diftinc- 
tion,  fo  great  a  proportion  of  the 
whole  number  periflies  under  the 
rigorous  treatment  which  mull;  be 
their  lot  in  the  favage  hate,  that 
few  of  thofe  who  laboured  under 
any  original  frailly  attain  the  age 
of  manhood.  Thus,  in  poliflied 
focieties,  where  the  means  of  lub- 
fiftence  are  fecured  with  certainty, 
and  acquired  with  eafe  ;  where  the 
talents  of  the  mind  are  often  of 
more  importance  than  the  powers 
of  the  body  ;  children  are  pre¬ 
ferred  notwithftanding  their  de¬ 
feats  or  deformity,  and  grow  up  to 
be  ufefui  citizens.  In  rude  na¬ 
tions,  fuch  perfons  are  either  cut 
off  as  foon  as  they  are  born,  or 
becoming:  a  burden  to  themfelves 
and  to  the  community,  cannot 
long  protradl  their  lives.  But  in 
thofe  provinces  of  the  New  World 
where,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
Europeans,  more  regular  provilion 
has  been  made  for  the  fublihence 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  thev  are  re- 
drained  from  laying  violent  hands 
on  their  children,  the  Americans 
are  fo  far  from  being  eminent  for 
any  fuperior  perfedlion  in  their 
form,  that  one  diould  rather  fufpedl 
fome  peculiar  imbecility  in  the 
race,  from  the  extraordinary  num¬ 
ber  of  individuals  who  are  deform¬ 
ed,  dwarfiih,  niutiiated,  blind,  or 
deaf. 

Howev^er  feeble  the  conflitution 
of  the  Americans  may  be,  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  there  is  lefs  va¬ 
riety  in  the  human  form  through¬ 
out  the  New  World,  than  in  the 
ancient  continent.  When  Colum¬ 
bus  and  the.  other  difcoverers  hril; 
vifited  the  different  countries  of 
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America  which  lie  within  the  tor¬ 
rid  zone,  they  naturally  expedled 
to  find  people  of  the  fame  com¬ 
plexion  with  thofe  in  the  corre- 
fponding  regions  of  the  other  he- 
mifphere.  To  their  amazement, 
however,  they  difcovered  that 
America  contained  no  negroes ; 
and  the  caufe  of  this  fingular  ap¬ 
pearance  became  as  miuch  the  ob- 
je£l  of  curiofity,  as  the  fadl  itfelf 
was  of  wonder.  In  what  part  or 
membrane  of  the  body  that  humour 
refides  which  tinges  the  complexioa 
of  the  negro  with  a  deep  black,  it 
is  the  bufinefs  of  anatomifts  to  in-* 
quire  and  defcribe.  The  powerful 
operation  of  heat  appears  manifefi- 
ly  to  be  the  caufe  which  produces 
this  firiking  variety  in  the  human 
fpecies.  All  Europe,  almoft  the 
whole  of  Afia,  and  the  temperate 
parts  of  Africa,  are  occupied  by^ 
men  of  a  fair  complexion.  All 
the  torrid  zone  in  Africa,  fome  of 
the  warmer  regions  adjacent  to  it, 
and  a  few  countries  in  Afia,  are 
filled  with  people  of  a  deep  black 
colour.  If  we  trace  the  nations  of 
our  continent,  making  our  progrefs 
from  cold  and  temperate  countries 
towards  thofe  parts  which  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  influence  of  vehement 
and  unremitting  heat,  we  fhall 
find,  that  the  extreme  whltenefsof 
their  fkin  foon  begins  to  diminifn; 
that  its  colour  deepens  gradually  as 
we  advance  ;  and  after  palling 
through  all  fucce'five  gradations  of 
Ihade,  terminates  in  an  uniform 
unvarying  black.  But  in  America, 
where  the  agency  of  heat  is  checked 
and  abated  by  various  caufes,  which 
I  have  already  explained,  the  cli¬ 
mate  feerns  to  be  deftitute  of  that 
force  which  produces  fuch  wonder¬ 
ful  efiedls  on  the  human  frame. 
The  colour  of  the  natives  of  the 
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torrid  zone,  in  America,  can  hard¬ 
ly  be  laid  to  be  of  a  deeper  hue 
than  that  of  the  people  in  the  more 
temperate  parts  of  their  continent. 
Accurate  obfervers,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  viewing  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  very  different  climates,  and 
in  countries  far  removed  from  each 
other,  have  been  liruck  with  the 
amazing  fimilarity  of  their  figure 
and  afpeft. 

— in  order  to  form  a  complete  idea 
with  refped  to  the  confiitution  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  other 
hemifphere,  we  lliould  attend  not 
only  to  the  make  and  vigour  of 
their  bodies,  but  confider  what  de¬ 
gree  of  health  they  enjoy,  and  to 
wh.it  period  of  longevity  they  ufu- 
ally  arrive.  In  the  fimplicity  of 
the  favage  Hate,  when  man  is  not 
oppreffed  with  labour,  or  enervated 
by  luxury,  or  difquieted  with  care, 
we  are  apt  to  imagine  that  his  life 
will  flow  on  almoft  untroubled  by 
difeale  or  fuffering,  until  his  days 
be  terminated,  in  extreme  old  age, 
by  the  gradual  decays  of  nature. 
We  find,  accordingly,  among  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  among  other 
rude  people,  perfons,  vvhofe  de¬ 
crepit  and  fhrivelled  form  feems  to 
indicate  an  extraordinary  length  of 
life.  But  as  moll  of  them  are  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  number¬ 
ing,  and  all  of  them  as  forgetful 
of  what  is  paft,  as  they  are  impro¬ 
vident  for  what  is  to  come,  it  is 
i.mpolTible  to  afeertain  their  age 
with  any  degree  of  precilion.  It 
is  evident,  that  the  period  of  their 
longevity  mull  vary  confiderably, 
according  to  the  diverfity  of  cli¬ 
mates,  and  their  dilferent  modes 
of  lubfiftence.  They  feem,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  every  where  exempt 
from  many  of  the  dillempers  which 
afliicl  polilhed  nations.  None  of 
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the  maladies,  which  are  the  im¬ 
mediate  offspring  of  luxury,  or 
floth,  ever  vifited  them  ;  and  they 
have  no  names  in  their  languages 
by  which  to  diftinguiffi  this  nu¬ 
merous  train  of  adventitious  evils. 

But,  whatever  be  the  fituation  in 
which  man  is  placed,  he  is  born 
to  fuffer  ;  and  his  difeafes,  in  the 
favage  Hate,  though  fewer  in  num¬ 
ber,  are,  like  thofe  of  the  animals 
whom  he  nearly  refembles  in  his 
mode  of  life,  more  violent,  and 
more  fatal.  If  luxury  engenders 
and  nourilhes  diffempers  of  one  fpe- 
cies,  the  rigour  and  diffrefles  of 
favage  life  bring  on  thofe  of  an¬ 
other.  As  men,  in  this  Hate,  are 
wonderfully  improvident,  and  their 
means  ol  fubfiflenceprecarious,  they 
often  pafs  from  extreme  want  to 
exuberant  plenty,  according  to  the 
viciffitudes  of  fortune  in  the  chace, 
or  to  the  variety  in  the  productions 
of  the  feafons.  Their  inconfider- 
ate  gluttony  in  the  one  fituation, 
and  their  fevere  abffinence  in  the 
other,  are  equally  pernicious.  For, 
though  the  human  conllitution  may 
be  accuffomed  by  habit,  like  that 
of  animals  of  prey,  to  tolerate 
long  famine,  and  then  to  gorge 
voracicufly,  it  is  not  a  little  affect¬ 
ed  by  fuch  fudclen  and  violent  tran- 
fitions.  The  ffrength  and  vigour 
of  favages  are,  at  forne  feafons, 
impaired  by  what  they  luffer  from 
fcarcity  of  food  ;  at  others,  they 
are  affliCled  with  diforders  arifing 
from  indigeflion  and  a  fnperfiuit)y 
of  grofs  aliment.  Thele  iall  are  fo 
common,  that  they  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  unavoidable  conie- 
quence  of  their  mode  of  lubfifting, 
and  cut  off  confiderable  numbers  in 
the  prime  of  life.  They  are  like- 
wife  extremely  fubjeCl  to  confump- 
tions,  to  pleuredc,  allhmatic,  and 
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paralytic  diforders,  brought  on  by 
the  immoderate  hardfhips  and  fa¬ 
tigue  which  they  endure  in  hunt¬ 
ing  and  in  war  ;  or  owing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafons  to  which 
they  are  continually  expofed.  In 
'the  fav'age  date,  hardfhips  and  fa¬ 
tigue  violently  afiault  the  conlHtu- 
lion.  In  poiiflied  focieties,  intem¬ 
perance  undermines  it.  It  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  which  of  them 
operates  with  moil  fatal  efFedl,  or 
tends  moil  to  abridge  human  life. 
The  influence  of  the  former  is  cer¬ 
tainly  moil  exteniive.  The  per¬ 
nicious  confequences  of  luxury 
reach  only  a  few  members*  in  any 
community,  the  diilreffes  of  favage 
life  are  felt  by  all.  As  far  as  I 
can  judge,  after  very  minute  in¬ 
quiry,  the  general  period  of  hu¬ 
man  life  is  fhorter  among  favages, 
than  in  well-regulated  and  induf- 
trious  focieties. 

One  dreadful  malady,  the  fe¬ 
vered  fco  urge,  with  which,  in  this 
life,  offended  Heaven  chailens  the 
indulgence  of  criminal  deiire, 
feems  to  have  been  peculiar  to  the 
Americans.  By  communicating  it 
to  their  conquerors,  they  have  not 
only  amply  avenged  their  own 
wrongs,  but  by  adding  this  cala¬ 
mity  to  thofe  which  formerly  ern- 
bittered  hum^n  life,  they  have, 
perhaps,  more  than  *  counterba¬ 
lanced  all  the  benefits  which  Eu¬ 
rope  has  derived  from  the  difco- 
very  of  the  New  World.  This  dif- 
temper,  from  the  country  in  which 
it  firil  raged,  or  from  the  people 
by  whom  it  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  fpread  over  Europe,  has  been 
fometimes  called  the  Neapolit;an, 
and  fometimes  the  French  difeafe. 
At  its  firil  appearance,  the  in- 
feflion  was  fo  malignant,  its  fymp- 
tQms  fo  violent  its  operation  fo 
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rapid  and  fatal,  as  to  baffle  all  the 
efforts  of  medical  fkill.  Aflonifh- 
ment  and  terror  accompanied  this 
unknown  affliction  in  its  progrefs, 
and  men  began  to  dread  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  human  race  by  fuch  a 
cruel  vifitation.  Expeiience,  and 
the  ingenuity  of  phyficians  gradu¬ 
ally  difeovered  remedies  of  fuch 
virtue  as  to  cure  or  mitigate  the 
evil.  During  the  courfe  of  two 
centuries  and  a  half,  its  virulence 
feems  to  have  abated  confiderably. 
At  length,  in  the  fame  manner 
with  the  ieprofy,  which  raged  in 
Europe  for  fome  centuries,  it  may 
wafle  its  force  and  difappear  ;  and 
in  fome  happier  age,  this  weftern 
infection,  like  that  from  the  Eafl, 
may  be  known  only  by  defeription. 
After  confidering  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  peculiar  in  the  bodily 
confeitution  of  the  Americans,  our 
attention  is  naturally  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  powers  and  qualities  of 
their  minds.  As  the  individual 
advances  from  the  ignorance  and 
imbecility  of  the  infant  fiatc,  to 
vigour  and  maturity  of  underfland- 
ing,  fomething  limiiar  to  this  may 
be  obferved  in  the  progrefs  of  ths 
fpecies.  With  refpeCl  to  it,  too, 
there  is  a  period  of  infancy,  during 
which  feveral  powers  of  the  mind 
are  not  unfolded,  and  all  are  fee¬ 
ble  and  defsClive  in  their  opera¬ 
tion.  In  the  early  ages  of  fociety, 
while  the  condition  of  man  is  fini- 
ple  and  rude,  his  reafon  is  but  lit¬ 
tle  exercifed,  and  his  defires  move 
within  a  very  narrow  fphere. 
Hence  arife  two  remarkable  cha- 
raCleri flics  of  the  human  mind,  in 
this  flate.  Its  intellectual  powers 
are  extremely  limited  ;  its  emo¬ 
tions  and  efforts  are  few  and  lan¬ 
guid.  -’"Both  thefe  diftinClions  are 
confpicaous  among  the  rudeil  and 
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moil:  unimproved  of  the  American 
tribes,  and  conftitute  a  ftriking 
part  in  their  deicription. 

What,  among  polifhed  nations, 
is  called  fpeculative  reafoning  or 
refearch,  is  altogether  unknown  in 
the  rude  Itate  of  fociety,  and  ne¬ 
ver  becomes  the  occupation  or 
amufementof  the  human  faculties, 
until  man  be  fo  far  improved  as  to 
have  fecured,  with  certainty,  the 
means  of  fubfiftence,  as  well  as  the 
poffelTion  of  leifureand  tranquillity. 
The  thoufjhts  and  attention  of  a 
favage  are  confined  within  the 
fmall  circle  of  objedls,  immedi¬ 
ately  conducive  to  his  prefervation 
or  enjoyment.  Every  thing  be¬ 
yond  that,  efcapes  his  obfervation, 
or  is  perfectly  indifferent  to  him. 
Like  a  mere  animal,  what  is  be¬ 
fore  his  eyes  interefts  and  affedfs 
him  ;  what, is  out  of  light,  or  at  a 
dillance,  makes  no  impreffion. 
There  are  feveral  people  in  Ame¬ 
rica  whofe  limited  underftandings 
feem  not  to  be  capable  of  forming 
an  arrangement  for  futurity  ;  nei¬ 
ther  their  folicitude  nor  their  fore¬ 
light  extend  fo  far.  They  follow 
blindly  the  impulfe  of  the  appetite 
which  they  feel,  but  are  entirely 
regardlefs  of  diftant  confeqiiences, 
and  even  of  thofe  removed  in  the 
leaft  degree  from  immediate  appre- 
henfion.  While  they  highly  prize 
fuch  things  as  ferve  prefen t  ufe,  or 
minillerto  prefent  enjoyment,  they 
let  no  value  upon  thofe  which  are 
not  the  objeifl  of  fome  immediate 
want.  When,  on  the  approach  of 
the  evening,  a  Caribbee  feels 
himfelf  difpofed  to  go  to  reft,  no 
conlideration  will  tempt  him  to 
fell  his  hammoc.  But,  in  the 
morning,  when  he  is  fallying  out 
to  the  bufinefs  or  paftime  of  the 
day,  he  will  part  with  it  for  the 
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lllghteft  toy  that  catches  his  fancy. 
At  the  clofe  of  winter,  while  the 
impreffion  of  what  he  has  fuffered 
from  the  rigour  of  the  climate  is 
frelh  in  the  mind  of  the  North 
American,  he  fets  himfelf  with  vi¬ 
gour  to  prepare  materials  for 
erefting  a  comfortable  hut  to  pro¬ 
tect  him  againft  the  inclemency  of 
the  fucceeding  feafon  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  weather  becomes  mild,  he 
forgets  what  is  paft,  abandons  his 
work,  and  never  thinks  of  it  more, 
until  the'  return  of  cold  compels 
him,  when  too  late,  to  refume  it. 

— After  viewing  the  bodily  con- 
ftitution  of  the  Americans,  and 
contemplating  the  powers  of  their 
minds,  we  are  led,  in  the  natural 
order  of  inquiry,  td  confider  them 
as  united  together  in  fociety.  Hi¬ 
therto  our  refearches  have  been 
confined  to  the  operations  of  under« 
ftanding  refpefting  themfelves,  as 
individuals,  now  they  will  extend 
to  the  degree  of  their  fenfibility 
and  affeftion  towards  their  fpecies. 
The  domeftic  ftate  is  the  firft: 
and  moft  ftmple  form  of  human 
afibciation.  The  union  of  the 
fexes,  among  different  animals,  is 
of  longer  or  ffiorter  duration  in 
proportion  to  the  cafe  or  difficulty 
of  rearing  their  offspring.  Among 
thofe  tribes  where  the  feafon  of  in¬ 
fancy  is  ftiort,  and  the  young  foon 
acquire  vigour  or  agility,  no  per¬ 
manent  union  is  formed.  Nature, 
commits  the  care  of  training  up 
the  offspring- to  the  mother  alone, 
and  her  tendernefs,  without  any 
otiier  affiftance,  is  equal  to  the 
talk.  But  where  the  ftate  of  in¬ 
fancy  is  long  and  helplefs,  and  the 
joint  affiduity  ’of  both  parents  is 
requifitc  in  tending  their  feeble 
brood,  there  a  more  intimate  con¬ 
nexion  takes  place,  and  continues 
E  q.  until 
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Kntll  the  piirpofe  of  nature  be  ac- 
compHlbed,  and  the  new  race  grow 
pp  to  full  maturity,  As  the  infancy 
of  man  is  more  feeble  and  helplefs 
than  that  of  any  other  animal,  and 
he  is  dependent,  during  a  much 
longer  period,  on  the  care  and 
forelight  of  his  parents,  the  union 
between  hufband  and  wife  came 
oarly  to  be  confidered,  not  only  as 
a  folemn,  bqt  as  a  permanent  con¬ 
trail,  A  general  hate  of  promif- 
cuoiis  intercoiirfe  between  the  fexes 
never  exilled  but  in  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  poets.  In  the  infancy  of 
fociety,  when  men,  deilitute  of 
arts  and  indaftry,  lead  a  hard  pre¬ 
carious  life,  the  rearing  of  their 
progeny  demands  the  attention  and 
efforts  of  both  parents ;  and  if  their 
union  had  not  been  formed  and 
continued  with  this  view,  the  race 
could  not  have  been  preferved. 
Accordingly,  in  America,  even 
among  the  rudelt  tribes,  a  regular 
union  between  hufband  and  wife 
was  univerfal,  and  the  rights  of 
.marriage  w^ere  underftood  and  re¬ 
cognized,  in  thofe  dihridcs  where 
fubli hence  was  fcanty,  andthedif- 
hcuity  of  maintaining  a  family  was 
great,  the  man  conhned  himfelf  to 
one  wife.  In  warmer  or  more  fer¬ 
tile  provinces,  the  facility  of  pro¬ 
curing  food  concurred  with  the  in- 
fluence  of  climate,  in  inducing,  the 
inhabitants  to  increafe  the  number 
of  their  v/ives,  In  fome  countries 
the  marriage  union  fubhhed  during 
life  ;  in  others,  the  impatience  of 
the  Americans  under  rehraint  of  any 
fpecies,  together  with  their  natural 
levity  and  caprice,  prompted  them 
to  diffolve  it  on  ver)l  flight  pre¬ 
texts,  and  often  without  affigning 
any  caufe. 

Eut  whether  they  confidered  the 
of  this  contratl  as  per¬ 


petual,  or  only  temporary,  the 
condition  of  women  was  equally 
humiliating  and  miferable.  Whe¬ 
ther  man  has  been  improved  by  the 
progrefs  of  arts  and  civilization  in 
fociety,  is  a  queftion,  which,  in 
the  wantonnefs  of  difputation,  has 
been  agitated  among  philofophers. 
That  women  are  indebted  to  the 
refinements  of  polifhed  manners 
for  a  happy  change  in  their  ftate, 
is  a  piint  which  can  admit  of  no 
doubt,  Todefpife  and  to  degrade 
the  female  fex,  is  the  charafterillic 
of  the  favage  flare  in  every  part  of 
the  globe.  Man,  proud  of  excel¬ 
ling  in  firength  and  in  courage, 
the  chief  marks  of  pre-eminence 
among  rude  people,  treats  woman, 
as  an  inferior,  with  difdain.  The 
Americans,  perhaps  from  that 
coldnefs  and  infenfibility  v/hith 
has  been  confidered  as  peculiar  to 
their  conflitutipn,  add  negleil  and 
harflinefs  to- contempt.  The  moil 
intellioent  travellers  have  been 
(truck  with  this  inattention  of  the 
Americans  to  their  women.  It  is 
not,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
by  a  Itudied  difpiay  of  tendernefs 
and  attachment,  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  endeavours  to  gain  the  heart 
of  the  womdn  whom  he  wifhes  to 
marry.  Marriage  itfelf,  inftead 
of  being  an  union  of  affecflion  and 
intereil  between  equals,  become-, 
among  them,  the  unnatural  con- 
jundion  of  a  m after  with  his  flave. 
It  is  the  obfervation  of  an  author, 
whole  opinions  are  defervedly  of 
great  weight,  that  wherever  wives 
are  purchafed,  their  condition  is 
extremely  depreiTed,  They  be¬ 
come  the  property  and  the  (laves  of 
thofe  who  buy  them.  In  whatever 
part  of  the  globe  this  cuftorn  pre¬ 
vails,  the  obfervation  holds.  In 
countries  where  refinement  has 
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made  Tome  progrefs,  women,  ex¬ 
cluded  from  fociety,  and  fhut  up 
in  fequellered  apartments,  are  kept 
under  the  vigilant  guard  of,  their 
mailers.  In  ruder  nations,  they 
are  degraded  to  the  meanell  func¬ 
tions.  Among  many  people  of 
America  the  marriage-contraft  is 
properly  a  purchafe.  The  man 
buys  his  wife  of  her  parents. 
Though  unacquainted  with  the  ufe 
of  money,  or  with  fuch  commer- 
cial  tranfaftions  as  take  place  in 
more  improved  fociety,  he  knovvs 
how  to  give  an  equivalent  for  any 
objefl  which  he  defires  to  polTefs. 
In  fome  places  the  fuitor  devotes 
his  fervice  for  a  certain  time  to  the 
parents  of  the  maid  whom  he 
courts  ;  in  others,  he  hunts  for 
theiii  occafionally,  or  alTiils  in  cul¬ 
tivating  their  fields,  and  forming 
their  canoes  ;  in  others,  he  offers 
prefents  of  fuch  things  as  are  deem¬ 
ed  mof  valuable  on  account  of  their 
urefulnefs  or  rarity.  In  return  for 
thefe,  he  receives  his  wife  ;  and 
this  circumllance,  added  to  the 
low  eftimation  of  women  among 
favages,  leads  him  to  confider  her 
as  a  female  fervant  whom  he  has 
acquired,  and  whom  he  has  a  title 
to  treat  as  an  inferior.  In  all  un- 
pojifhed  nat'ons,  it  is  true,  the 
fundtions  in  domellic  ceconomy, 
which  fail  naturally  to  the  Hiare  of 
women,  are  fo  many,  that  they 
are  fubjeifled  to  hard  labour,  and 
mull  bear  more  than  their  full  por¬ 
tion  of  the  common  burden.  But 
in  America  their  condition  is  fo 
peculiarly  grievous,  and  their  de- 
preilion  fo  complete,  that  fe:  vitude 
is  a  name  too  mild  to  deferibe  their 
wretched  Hate.  A  wife,  among 
molt  tribes,  is  no  better  than  a 
bead  of  burden,  deliiaed  to  every 
^Ihce  of  labour  and  fatigue.  While 
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the  men  loiter  out  the  day  in  floth, 
or  fpend  it  in  amufement,  the  wo¬ 
men  are  condemned  to  incell’ant 
toil.  'Falks  are  impofed  upon 
them  without  pity,  and  fervices 
are  received  without  complacence 
or  etatitude.  Every  circumllance 
reminds  women  of  this  mortifying 
inferiority.  They  mull  approach 
their  lords  with  reverence ;  they 
mull  regard  them  as  more  exalted 
beings,  and  are  not  permitted  to 
eat  in  their  prefence.  There  are 
diuridls  in  America  where  this  do¬ 
minion  is  fo  grievous,  and  fo  fen- 
fihly  felt,  that  fome  women,  in  a 
wild  emotion  of  maternal  tender- 
nef-,  have  deftroyed  their  female 
children  in  their  infancy,  in  order 
to  deliver  them  from  that  intoler¬ 
able  bondage  to  which  they  knew 
they  were  doomed.  Thus  the  lirll; 
inllitution  of  focial  life  is  perverted. 
That  llatc  of  domeilic  union  to¬ 
wards  which  nature  leads  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies,  in  order  to  foften  the 
heart  to  gentlenefs  and  humanity, 
is  rendered  fo  unequal,  as  to  ella- 
blilli  a  .cruel  dillindlion  between 
the  fexes,  which  forms  the  one  to 
be  harlh  and  unfeeling,  and  hum¬ 
bles  the  other  to  fervility  and  fub- 
jeflion. 

It  is  owing,  perhaps,  in  fome' 
mcafure,  to  this  Hate  of  deprefiion, 
that  women  in  rude  nations  are  far 
from  being  prolific.  The  vigour 
of  their  conftitution  is  exhauHed  by 
excelfive  fatigue,  and  the  wants 
and  dillrelles  of  favage  life  are  fo 
numerous,  as  to  force  them  to  take 
various  precautions  in  order  to 
prevent  too  rapid  an  increafe  of 
their  progeny.  Among  wander¬ 
ing  tribes,  or  luch  as  depend  chiefly 
upon  hunting  for  fublillence,  the 
mother  cannot  attempt  to  rear  a 
fecond  child,  until  the  iiril  has  at¬ 
tained 
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tained  fucli  a  degree  of  vigour  as 
to  be  in  fome  meafure  independent 
of  her  care.  From  this  motive,  it 
is  the  univerfal  pradiceof  the  Ame¬ 
rican  women  to  nurfe  their  chil¬ 
dren  during  feveral  years ;  and  as 
they  feldom  marry  early,  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  fertility  is  over,  before 
they  can  finilb  ihe  long  but  necef- 
fary  attendance  upoA  two  or  three 
fucceiiive  children.  Among  fome 
of  the  leall  poliibed  tribes,  whofe 
induftry  and  forefigbt  does  not  ex¬ 
tend  fo  far  as  to  make  any  regular 
provilion  for  their  own  fubiiilence, 
it  is  a  maxim  not  to  burden  them- 
felves  with  rearing  more  than  two 
children ;  and  no  fuch  numerous 
families,  as  are  frequent  in  civi¬ 
lized  focieties,  are  to  be  found 
among  men  in'  this  ftate.  V/hen 
twins  are  born,  one  of  them  com¬ 
monly  is  abandoned,  becaufe  the 
mother  is  not  equal  to  the  talk  of 
educating  both.  When  a  mother 
dies  while  die  is  nuriing  a  child, 
all  hope  of  preferving  its  life  fails, 
and  it  is  buried  together  with  her 
in  the  fame  grave.  As  the  parents 
are  frequently  expofed  to  want  by 
their  own  improvident  indolence, 
the  difficulty  of  fuftaining  their 
children  becomes  fo  great,  that  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  abandon  or 
dellroy  them.  Thus  their  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  difficulty  of  training 
np  an  infant  to  maturity,  amidit 
the  hardlhips  of  favage  life,  often 
Fifles  the  voice  of  nature  among 
the  Americans,  and  fuppreffes  the 
ilrong  emotions  of  parental  tender- 
nefs. 

But,  though  neceffity  compels 
the  inhabitants  of  America  thus  to 
fet  bounds  to  the  increafe  of  their 
families,  they  are  not  deficient  in 
atfedlion  and  attachment  to  their 
offspring.  They  feel  the  power  of 
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thisjnffindl  in  its  fall  force,  and  as 
long  as  their  progeny  continue  fee¬ 
ble  and  helplefs,  no  people  exceed 
them  in  tendernefs  and  care.  But 
in  rude  nations,  the  dependence  of 
children  upon  their  parents  is  of 
ffiorter  continuance  than  in  poliffied 
focieties.  When  men  mull  be 
trained  to  the  various  fundlions  of 
civil  life  by  previous  difcipline  and 
education,  when  the  knowledge  of 
abftrufe  fciences  mull  be  taught, 
and  dexterity  in  intricate  arts  mull 
be  acquired,  before  a  young  man 
is  prepared  to  begin  his  career  of 
adlion,  the  attentive  feelin<rs  of  a 
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parent  are  not  confined  to  the  years 
of  infancy,  but  extend  to  the  efia- 
blifhmcnt  of  his  child  in  the 
world.  Even  then,  his  folicitude 
does  not  terminate.  His  protedlion 
may  ffill  be  requifite,  and  his  wif- 
dom  and  experience  ffill  prove  ufe- 
ful  guides.  Thus  a  permanent 
coniiecTtion  is  formed ;  parental 
tendernefs  is  exercifed,  and  filial 
refped  returned,  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  life.  But  in  the 
fimplicity  of  the  favage  ffate,  the 
affedlion  of  parents,  like  the  in- 
llindlive  fondnefs  of  animals,  ceafes 
almoft  entirely  as  foon  as  their  off- 
fpring  attain  maturity.  Little  in- 
ftrudtion  fits  them  for  that  mode  of 
life  to  which  they  are  deffined. 
The  parents,  as  if  their  duty  were 
accomplilhed,  when  they  have  con¬ 
duced  their  children  through  the 
helplefs  years  of  infancy,  leave 
them  afterwards  at  entire  liberty. 
They  feldom  advife  or  admoniiffi, 
they  never  chide  or  chaffife  them. 
They  fuffer  them  to  be  abfolute 
mailers  of  their  own  aCions.  In 
an  American  hut,  a  father,  a  mo¬ 
ther,  and  their  pofferity,  live  to¬ 
gether  like  perfons  affernbled  by 
accident,  without  feeming  to  feel 
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the  obligation  of  the  duties  mutu¬ 
ally  arifing  from  this  connexion. 
As  filial  love  is  not  cherilhed  by 
the  continuance  of  attention  or 
good  offices,  the  recolledlion  of 
benefits  received  in  early  infancy 
is  too  faint  to  excite  it.  Con- 
fcious  of  their  own  liberty,  and 
impatient  of  reftraint,  the  youth  of 
America  are  accuflomed  to  adl  as 
if  they  were  totally  independent. 
Their  parents  are  not  objefts  of 
greater  regard  than  other  perfons. 
'I'hey  treat  them  always  with  neg- 
left,  and  often  with  fuch  harfh- 
nefs  and  infolence,  as  to  fill  thofe 
who  have  been  witnefTes  of  their 
conduft  with  horror.  Thus  the 
ideas  which  feem  to  be  natural  to 
man  in  his  favage  (late,  as  they  re- 
fult  from  his  circumilances  and 
condition  in  that  period  of  his  pro- 
grefs,  affedl  the  two  capital  rela¬ 
tions  in  domeftic  life.  They  ren¬ 
der  the  union  between  hufband  and 
wife  unequal.'  They  fhorten  the 
duration,  and  weaken  the  force,  of 
the  connexion  between  parents 
and  children. 

From  the  domeftic  ftate  of 
the  Americans,  the  tranfition  is 
natural  to  the  confideration  of  their 
civil  government  and  political  in- 
flitutions.  In  every  inquiry  con¬ 
cerning  the  operations  of  men 
when  united  together  in  fociety, 
the  firfi:  objedt  of  attention  fliould 
be  their  mode  of  fubfifience.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  as  that  varies,  their  laws 
and  policy  mufl  bedifierent.  The 
inflitutions  fuited  to  the  ideas  and 
exigencies  of  tribes,  which  fubfiil; 
chiefly  by  fifliing  or  hunting,  and 
which  have  hardly  formed  a  con¬ 
ception  of  any  fpecies  of  property, 
will  be  much  more  fimple  than 
thofe  which  mull  take  place  when 
tjie  earth  is  cultivated  with  regular 
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induftry,  and  a  right  of  property, 
not  only  in  its  productions,  but  in 
the  foil  itfelf,  is  completely  afcer- 
tained. 

All  the  people  of  America,  now 
under  review,  belong  to  the  former 
clafs.  But  though  they  may  all  be 
comprehended  under  the  general 
denomination  of  favage,  the  ad¬ 
vances  which  they  had  made  in  the 
art  of  procuring  to  thernfelves  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  plentiful  fubfiilence,  were 
very  unequal.  On  the  vaft  plains 
of  South-America,  man  appears 
in  one  of  the  rudeft  ftates  in  which 
he  has  bv?en  ever  obferved,  or,  per¬ 
haps,  can  exift.  Several  tribes  de¬ 
pend  entirely  upon  the  bounty  of 
nature  for  fubfiilence.  They  dif- 
cover  no  folicitude,  they  employ 
little  foreffght,  they  fcarcely  exert 
any  induftry,  to  fecure  what  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  fupport.  The 
'Topayers  ofBiafil,  the  Guaxeros  of 
Tierra-Firme,  the  Catguas,  the 
Moxosj  and  feveral  other  people  of 
Paraguay,  are  unacquainted  with 
every  fpecies  of  cultivation.  They 
neither  fow  nor  plant.  Even  the 
culture  of  the  manioc,  of  which 
caftada  bread  is  made,  is  an  art  too 
intricate  for  their  ingenuity,  or 
too  fatiguing  to  their  indolence. 
The  roots  which  the  earth  produces 
fpontaneoufty,  the  fruits,  the  ber¬ 
ries,  and  feeds,  which  they  gather 
in  the  wood-s,  together  with  li¬ 
zards  and  oth'.tr  reptiles,  which  the 
heat  engender  s  in  a  tat  foil,  moift- 
ened  by  frequent  rains,  fupply 
them  with  fot>d  during  fome  part 
of  the  year.  At  other  times  they 
fubfift  by  fiftiing  ;  and  nature  feeins 
to  have  indulge td  the  lazinefs  of 
the  people,  by  ithe  liberality  with 
which  ftie  minilh’.rs,  in  this  way, 
to  their  wants.  'The  vaft  rivers  of 
South-xA.merica  abound  with  an' 

infinite 
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infinite  variety  of  the  moil  delicate 
iifn.  The  lakes  and  marfiies, 
formed  by  the  annual  overflowing 
of  the  waters,  are  filled  with  all 
the  diflerent  fpccies,  where  they 
remain  fliut  up,  as  in  natural  re- 
fervoirs,  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  They  fwarm  in  fuch  flioaJs, 
that  in  fome  places  they  are  catched 
without  art  or  indullry.  In  others, 
the  natives  have  difcovered  a  me¬ 
thod  of  infefting  the  water  with 
the  juice  of  certain  plants,  by 
which  the  fifli  are  fo  intoxicated, 
that  they  float  on  the  furface,  and 
are  taken  with  the  hand.  Some 
tribes  have  ingenuity  enough  to 
preferve  them  without  fait,  by 
drying  or  fmoking  them  upon  hur¬ 
dles  over  a  flow  fire.  The  prolific 
quality  of  the  rivers  in  South- 
America  induces  many  of  the  na¬ 
tives  to  refort  to  their  banks,  and 
to  depend  almofl:  entirely  for  nou- 
rifliment  on  what  their  waters  fup- 
ply  with  fuch  'profufion.  In  this 
part  of  the  globe,  hunting  feems 
not  to  have  been  the  firfl:  employ¬ 
ment  of  men,  or  the  firfl  eltort  of 
their  invention  and  labour  to  ob¬ 
tain  food.  They  werti  fi fliers  be¬ 
fore  they  became  hunters ;  and  as 
the  occupations  of  the  former  do 
not  call  for  equal  exertions  of  ac¬ 
tivity,  or  talents,  with  thof?  of 
the  latter,  people  in  that  ftate  ap¬ 
pear  to  pofTefs  neither  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  enterprife,-  nor  of  ingenuity. 
The  petty  nations,  idjaceat  to  the 
Maragnon  and  Orinoco,  are  mani- 
feftly  the  moil:  inaftive  and  leafl 
intelligent  of  all  th'£  Americans. 

None  but  tribes  contiguous  to 
great  rivers  can  fjftain  themfelves 
in  this  manner.  The  greater  part 
ct  the  American  nations,  difperfed 
over  the  forefls  with  which  their 
country  is  coveicd,  do  not  procure 
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fubflftence  with  the  fame  facility. 
For  although  thefe  forefls,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  fouthern  continent  of 
America,  are  ftored  plentifully 
with  game,  ccftiflderable  efforts  of 
adlivity  and  ingenuity  are  requi- 
flte  in  purfuit  of  it.  Neceffity  in¬ 
cited  them  to  the  one,  and  taught 
them  the  other.  Hunting  became 
their  principal  occupation  ;  and  as 
it  called  forth  flrenuous  exertions 
of  courage,  of  force.,  and  of  inven¬ 
tion,  it  was  deemed  a  funclion  no 
lefs  honourable  than  neceffary. 
This  was  peculiar  to  the  men. 
They  were  trained  to  it  from  their 
earlieft  youth.  A  bold  and  dex¬ 
trous  hunter  ranked  next  in  fame 
to  the  diftinguifhed  warrior,  and 
an  alliance  with  the  former  is  of¬ 
ten  courted  in  preference  to  one 
with  the  latter.  Hardly  any  de¬ 
vice,  which  the  ingenuity  of  man 
has  difcovered  for  enfnaring  or  de- 
flroying  wild  animals,  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  Americans.  While 
engaged  in  this  favourite  exercife, 
they  Ihake  off  the  indolence  pecu¬ 
liar  to  their  nature,  the  latent 
powers  and  vigour  of  their  minds 
are  roufed,  and  they  become  aiflive, 
perfevering,  and  indefatigable. 
Their  fagacity  in  finding  iheir 
prey,  and  their  addrels  in  killing 
it,  are  equal.  Their  reafon  and 
their  fenfes,  being  conftantly  di- 
re^ed  towards  this  one  objeft,  the 
former  difplays  fuch  fertility  of  in¬ 
vention,  and  the  latter  acquire  fuch 
a  degree  of  acutenefs,  as  appear  al~ 
molt  incredible.  They  difeern  the 
footfleps  of  a  wild  be^fl,  which 
efcape  every  other  eye,  and  can 
follow  them  with  certainty  through 
the  pathiefs  forefl.  If  they  attack 
their  game  openly,  their  arrow 
feldom  errs  from  the  mark  ;  if 
they  endeavour  to  circumvent  it  by 

art. 
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art,  it  is  almofl:  impoflible  to  avoid 
their  toils.  Among  feveral  tribes, 
their  young  men  were  not  permitted 
to  marry,  until  they  had  given 
fuch  proofs  of  their  Ikill  in  hunting 
as  put  it  beyond  doubt  that  they 
were  capable  of  providing  for  a 
family.  Their  ingenuity,  always 
on  the  ftretch,  and  fliarpened  by 
emulation,  as  well  as  neceffity,  ha3 
'  Uruck  out  many  inventions,  which 
greatly  facilitate  fuccefs  in  the 
chafe.  The  moft  fingular  of  thefe 
is  the  difcovery  of  a  poifon  i  n  which 
they  dip  the  arrows  employed  in 
hunting.  The  lligh'.ell:  wound 
with  thofe  envenomed  fhafcs  is 
mortal.  If  they  only  pierce  the 
fkin,  the  blood  fixes  and  congeals 
in  a  moment,  and  the  flrongeft 
animal  falls  motionlefs  to  the 
ground.  Nor  does,  this  poifon, 
notwithkanding  its  violence  and 
fubtlety,  in  fed  the  flelfi  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  which  it  kills.  That  may  be 
eaten  with  perfed  fafety,  and  re¬ 
tains  its  native  relifh  and  qualities. 
A.11  the  nations  along  the  Marag- 
non  and  Orinoco  are  acquainted 
with  this  compofition,  the  chief 
ingredient  in  which  is  the  juice  ex- 
traded  from  the  root  of  the  curare^ 
a  fpecies  of  withe.  In  other  parts 
of  America,  they  employ  the  juice 
ot  the  manchenille  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  and  it  operates  with  a  no 
lefs  fatal  adivity.  To  people 
pofTefTed  of  thofe  fecrets,  the  bow 
is  a  more  deflrudive  weapon  than 
the  mulket,  and,  in  their  fldlful 
hands,  does  great  execution  among 
the  birds  and  beafts  which  abound 
in  the  forefts  of  America. 

But  the  life  of  a  hunter  gradually 
leads  man  to  a  date  more  advanced. 
The  chafe,  even  where  prey  is 
abundant,  and  the  dexterity  of  the 
hunter  much  improved,  affords  but 
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an  uncertain  maintenance,  and  at 
fome  fealbns  it  muft  be  fufpended 
altogether.  If  a  favage  trails  to 
his  bow  alone  for  food,  he  and 
his  family  will  be  often  reduced  to 
extreme  diftrefs.  Hardly  any  re¬ 
gion  of  the  earth  furnifhes  man 
fpontaneoufly  with  what  his  wants 
require.  In  the  mildeft  climates, 
and  mod:  fertile  foils,  his  own  in- 
duilry  and  forefight  muft  beexerted, 
in  fome  degree,  to  fecure  a  regular 
fupply  of  food.  dTeir  experience 
of  this  furmounts  the  abhorrence  of 
labour  natural  to  favage  nations, 
and  compels  them  to  havq  recourfe 
to  culture,  as  fubfidiary  to  hunt¬ 
ing.  In  particular  fituations,  fome 
fmall  tribes  may  fubfill  by  filhing, 
independent  of  any  production  of 
the  earth,  raifed  by  their  own  in- 
duftry.  But  throughout  all  Ame¬ 
rica,  we  fcarcely  meet  with  any 
nation  of  hunters,  which  does  not 
praCliie  fome  fpecies  of  cultivation. 

Their  agriculture,  however,  is 
neither  extenfive  nor  laborious.  As 
game  and  fifh  are  their  principal 
food,  all  they  aim  at  by  cultiva¬ 
tion,  is  to  fupply  any  occafional  de- 
feCl  of  thefe.  In  the  fouthern  con¬ 
tinent  of  America,  the  natives  con¬ 
fined  their  indullry  to  rearing  a 
few  plants,  which,  in  a  rich  foil 
and  warm  climate,  were  eafily 
trained  to  maturity.  The  chief  of 
thefe  is  Maiz.ej  well  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope  by  the  name  of  Turkey  or  In¬ 
dian  wheat,  a  grain  extremely 
prolific,  of  fimple  culture,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  take,  and  affording  a 
flrong  hearty  nourilhment.  The 
fecond  is  the  manioc,  which  grows 
to  the  fize  of  a  large  fhrub,  or 
fmall  tree,  and  produces  roots 
fomewhat  refembling  parfnips. 
After  carefully  fqueezing  out  the 
juice,  thefe  roots  grated  down 
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to  a  fine  powder,  and  formed  into 
thin  cakes,  called  Caffada  bread, 
which,  though  infipid  to  the  tafte, 
proves  no  contemptible  food.  As 
the  juice  of  the  manioc  is  a  deadly 
poifon,  fome  authors  have  cele¬ 
brated  the  ingenuity  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  in  converting  a  noxious 
plant  into  wholefome  nourilhment. 
But  it  ftiould  rather  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  defperate  expedients 
for  procuring  fubfillence,  to  which 
necelTity  reduces  rude  nations ;  or, 
perhaps,  men  were  led  to  the  ufe 
of  it  by  a  progrefs,  in  which  there 
is  nothing  marvellous.  One  fpe- 
cies  of  manioc  is  altogether  free  of 
any  poifonous  quality,  and  may  be 
eaten  without  any  preparation  but 
that  of  roafting  it  in  the  embers. 
This,  it  is  probable,,  was  firfi:  ufed 
by  the  Americans  as  food  ;  and  ne- 
ceiTity  having  gradually  taught 
them  the  art  of  feparating  its  per¬ 
nicious  juice  from  the  other  fpecies, 
they  have  by  experience  found  it 
to  be  the  moll  prolific  as  well  as 
the  moll  nourilhing  plant  of  the 
two.  The  third'  is  the  plantain, 
which  though  it  rifes  to  the  height 
of  a  tree,  is  of  fuch  quick  growth, 
that  in  lefs  than  a  year  it  rewards 
the  indufiry  of  the  cultivator  with 
its  fr^it.  This,  when  roafted, 
fupplies  the  place  of  bread,  and  is 
both  palatable  and  nourilhing. 
The  fourth  is  the  potatoe,  whofe 
culture  and  qualities  are  too  well 
known  to  need  any  defcription. 
The  fifth  is  pimento,  a  fmall  tree, 
yielding  a  llrong  aromatic  fpice. 
The  Americans,  who,  like  other 
inhabitants  of  warm  climates,  de¬ 
light  in  whatever  is  hot  and  of 
poignant  flavour,  deem  this  fea- 
foning  a  necelTary  of  life,  and  min¬ 
gle  it  copioufly  with  every  kind  of 
food  they  take.. 


Such  are  the  various  produ^liohs^ 
which  were  the  chief  objedl:  of  cul¬ 
ture  among  the  hunting  tribes  on 
the  continent  of  America,  and  with 
a  moderate  exertion  of  adlive  and 
provident  induftry,  thefe  might 
have  yielded  a  full  fupply  to  the 
wants  of  a  numerous  people.  But 
men,  accuftomed  to  the  free  and 
vagrant  life  of  hunters,  are  incapa¬ 
ble  of  regular  application  to  la¬ 
bour  ;  and  confider  agriculture  as 
a  fecondary  and  inferior  occupa¬ 
tion.  Accordingly,  the  provifion 
for  fubfiftence,  ariflng  from  culti¬ 
vation,  was  fb  limited  'and  fcanty 
among  the  Americans,  that,  upon 
any  accidental  failure  of  their  ufual 
fuccefs  in  hunting,  they  were  often 
reduced  to  extreme  diflrefs. 

In  the  iflands,  the  mode  of  fub- 
fifting  was  confiderably  different. 
None  of  the  large  animals  which 
abound  on  the  continent  were 
known  there.  Only  four  fpecies 
of  quadrupeds,  befides  a  kind  of 
fmall  dumb  dog,  exifted  in  the 
iflands,  the  biggeft  of  which  did 
not  exceed  the  fize  of  a  rabbit.  To 
hunt  fuch  diminutive  prey,  was  an 
occupation  which  required  no  effort 
either  of  activity  or  courage.  The 
chief  employment  of  a  hunter  in 
the  ifles  was  to  kill  birds,  which 
on  the  continent  are  deemed  igno¬ 
ble  game,  and  left  chiefly  to  the 
purfuit  of  boys.  This  want  of  ani¬ 
mals,  as  w'ell  as  their  pecifliar 
fituation,  led  the  iflanders  to  de¬ 
pend  principally  upon  fifliing  for 
their  fubfiftence.  Their  rivers, 
and  the  fea  with  which  they  are 
furrounded,  fupplied  them  with 
this  fpecies  of  food.  At  fome  par¬ 
ticular  feafons,  turtle,  crabs,  and 
other  Ihell-fifh,  abounded  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  they  could  fupport 
themfelves  with  a  facility  in  which 
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their  indolence  delighted.  At 
other  times,  they  ate  lizards,  and 
various  reptiles  of  odious  forms. 
To  filhing,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
idands.  added  fome  degree  of  agri¬ 
culture.  Maize,  manioc,  and 
other  plants,  were  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  on  the  conti¬ 
nent.  But  all  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duflry,  together  with  what  their 
foil  and  climate  produced  fponta- 
neoufly,  afforded  them  but  a  fcanty 
maintenance.  Though  their  de- 

o 

mands  for  food  were  very  fparing, 
they  hardly  raifed  what  was  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  own  confumption. 
If  a  few  Spaniards  fettled  in  any 
dillrift,  fuch  a  fmali  addition  of 
fupernumerary  mouths  foon  ex- 
haultcd  their  fcanty  ftores,  and 
brought  on  a  famine. 

Two  circumdances,  common  to 
all  the  favage  nations  of  America, 
concurred  with  thofe  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  not  only  in 
rendering  their  agriculture  imper¬ 
fect,  but  in  circumfcribing  their 
power  in  all  their  operations. 
They  had  no  tame  animals  ;  and 
they  were  unacquainted  with  the 
ufe  of  metals. 

— Agriculture,  even  when  the 
flrength  of  man  is  feconded  by  that 
of  the  animals  which  he  has  fub- 
jeCted  to  the  yoke,  and  his  power 
augmented  by  the  ufe  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  inltruments  with  which  the 
difcovery  of  metals  has  furnifhcd 
him,  is  dill  a  work  of  great  labour ; 
and  it  is  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow 
that  he  renders  the  earth  fertile. 
It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that 
people  deditute  of  both  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages  diould  have  made  fo  little 
progrefs  in  cultivation,  that  they 
mud  be  confidered  as  depending 
for  fubfidence  on  fifhing  and  hunt- 
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ing,  rather  than  on  the  fruits  of 
their  own  labour.. 


Account  oj^  a  Society  in  the  Friendly 
IJlands  named  Arreoy  ;  extruded 
from  Border Voyage. 

WE  walked  along  this  creek 
in  the  afternoon,  as  far  as 
the  intermittent  Ihowers  would  per¬ 
mit.  The  diore  was  lined  with 
innumerable  canoes,  whild  every 
houfe  and  died  was  crouded  with 
people,  many  of  whom  were  pre¬ 
paring  large  and  luxurious  dinners, 
from  heaps  of  provifions  which 
were  every  where  accumulated. 
We  were  told  that  a  peculiar  fo- 
ciety  or  order  of  perfons  of  both 
fexes,  named  Arreoy,  exided  in 
thefe  idands  ;  and  that  they  affem- 
bled  at  times  from  all  parts,  and 
travelled  through  all  the  idands, 
feading  and  caroufing  to  excefs. 
During  the  time  we  lay  atHuahine, 
we  had  obferved  no  lefs  than  fe- 
venty  canoes,  with  more  than  feven 
hundred  of  thefe  arreoys  on  bo^rd, 
eroding  over  to  Raietca  in  one 
morning.  We  were  told  that  thev 
had  fpent  a  few  days  on  the  ead 
fide  of  the  idand,  and  were  arrived 
on  its  wedern  diore  only  a  day  or 
two  before  us.  We  took  notice 
that  they  were  all  perfons  of  fome 
confequence,  and  of  the  race  of 
chiefs.  Some  of  the  men  were 
punClured  in  large  broad  blotches; 
and  Mahine  affured  us,  thefe  were 
the  mod  eminent  members  of  the 
fociety,  and  that  the  more  they 
were  covered  with  punClures,  the 
higher  was  their  rank.  They  were 
in  general  dout  and  well  made,  and 
all  profeded  themfelves  warriors. 
Mahine  had  a  very  high  veneration 
I  for 
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for  this  fociety,  and  told  us  he 
himfelf  was  a  member.  They  are 
united  by  the  ties  of  reciprocal 
friendfhip,  andexercife  hofpitality 
towards  each  other  in  its  greateft 
latitude.  As  foon  as  an  arreoy  vi- 
jfits  another,  though  he  were  un¬ 
known  to  him,  he  is  fare  to  have 
his  wants  fupplied,  and  his  defires 
gratified  ;  he  is  introduced  toother 
members  of  the  order,  and  they 
vie  with  each  other  in  loading  him 
with  careffes  and  prefents.  It  was 
to  this  principle  that  Mahine 
afcribed  all  the  pleafures  which  he 
had  enjoyed  at  Taheitee.  The  firil 
people  who  faw  him  on  board  were 
arreoys  according  to  his  account, 
and  in  that  quality  made  him  a 
prefent  of  their  garments,  fince  he 
had  no  other  than  European  cloaths. 
It  appears,  that  one  or  more  per- 
fons  of  each  little  family  of  chiefs 
enter  into  this  community,  of 
which  the  invariable  and  funda¬ 
mental  charadter  is,  that  none  of 
its  members  are  permitted  to  have 
any  children.  From  the  accounts 
of  the  moil  in-teiligent  among  the 
natives,  we  have  great  room  to 
ftippofe,  that  the  original  infiitu- 
tion  required  their  living  in  perpe¬ 
tual  celibacy.  As  this  law  was  too 
repugnant  to  the  impulles  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  muft  be  uncommonly 
hrong  in  their  climate,  they  foon 
tranfgreiTed  it  ;  but  preferred  the 
intention  of  the  prefcribed  abfii- 
nence,  by  fufrocating  their  unfor- 
ttmate  offspring  immediately  after 
birth. 

The  arreoys  enjoy  feveral  privi¬ 
leges,  and  are  greatly  refpeded 
throughout  the  Society  Iflands  and 
Taheitee  ;  nay,  they  claim  a  great 
Ihare  of  honour  from  the  very  cir- 
feumftance  of  being  childlefs.  T u- 
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paya,  when  he  heard  that  the  king 
of  Snoland  had  a  numerous  off- 

O  , 

fpring,  declared  he  thought  him- 
felf  much  greater,  becaufe  he  be¬ 
longed  to  the  arreoys.  In  moH 
other  countries  the  name  of  a  pa¬ 
rent  gives  honour  and  refped  ;  but 
when  an  arreoy,  at  Taheitee,  em¬ 
phatically  beftows  it,  it  is  meant 
as  a  term  of  contempt  and  reproach. 
The  arreoys  keep  great  meetings 
at  dated  times,  travelling  from 
one  ifland  to  another.  They  feaif 
on  the  choiced  vegetables,  and  on 
plenty  of  pork,  dog’s  dedi,  fifh, 
and  poultry,  which  is  liberally  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  towtows,  or  lower 
clafs,  for  their  entertainment. 
The  pepper-root  drink  is  prepared 
and  fwallowed  in  furprifing  quan¬ 
tities  on  thefe  occafions.  Wherever 
they  go,  the  train  of  fenfual  plea- 
fure  waits  upon  them.  They  are 
amufed  with  mufic  and  dances, 
which  are  faid  to  be  particularly 
iafcivious  at  night,  when  no  other 
fpedators  befides  themfelves  are 
admitted. 

In  a  country  fo  far  emerged  from 
barbarifm  as  Taheitee,  it  caniaot 
be  fuppofed  that  a  fociety  would 
have  maintained  itfelf  to  the  pre-^ 
fent  time,  which  appears  fo  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  red  of  the  nation,  un- 
lefs  its  advantages  were  foconfider- 
able,  as  to  require  its  continuance. 
Two  reafons  feera  to  favour  the 
exidence  of  arreoys,  and  both  are 
in  fome  meafure  connedfed  toge¬ 
ther.  The  fird  appears  to  be  the 
necefiity  of  entertaining  a  body  of 
warriors,  to  defend  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  invafions  and  de¬ 
predations  of  enemies.  This  is 
confirmed  by  the  circumdance,  that 
all  the  arreoys  are  warriors  ;  but  as 
love  might  be  fuppofed  to  ener¬ 
vate 
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vate  them,  they  were  retrained  to 
that  celibacy,  which  they  have 
iince  found  it  too  difficult  to  ob- 
ferve.  The  fecond  reafon  for  the 
affociation  of  the  arreoys,  feems  to 
be  to  prevent  the  too  rapid  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  race  of  chiefs.  An 
intelligent  man,  who  perhaps  was 
once  the  lawgiver  of  Taheitee, 
might  forefee,  that  the  common 
people  would  at  length  groan  un¬ 
der  the  yoke  of  this  numerous  and 
ever  multiplying  breed  ot  petty- 
tyrants.  To  oblige  a  part  of  them 
to  a  fingle  life,  was  the  fliortell: 
means  of  obtaining  this  end;  but 
certain  glaring  advantages  were^to 
be  held  out,  to  make  them  fubmit 
I  without  reluctance  to  fuch  a  re- 
ftraint.  From  hence  we  may  de¬ 
rive  that  high  efteem  with  which 
the  whole  nation  honours  the  order 
of  arreoy  ;  and  likev/ife  account 
for  their  authority,  and  for  their 
gluttony  in  eating,  which  has  been 
the  privilege  of  warriors  in  every 
country,  before  they  became  the 
tools  of  tyranny.  When  the  ar¬ 
reoys  had  once  fo  far  departed  from 
the  laws  of  their  firfi:  inftitution,  as 
to  admit  the  commerce  with  the 
fex,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that, 
by  infenfible  degrees,  they  have  al- 
moll  wholly  loll  the  original  challe 
and  fober  fpirit  of  the  order.  They 
are  at  prefent,  without  doubt,  the 
moll  luxurious  fet  of  people  in  the 
iHand ;  though  I  have  not  found 
the  leall  reafon  to  charge  them 
with  a  refinement  in  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  which  is  at  once  improbable, 
and  inconfillent  with  the  tendernefs 
of  the  whole  people.  We  have 
been  told  a  wanton  tale  of  promif- 
cuous  embraces,  where  every  wo¬ 
man  is  common  to  every  man  :  but 
when  we  enquired  for  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this  llory  from  the  natives, 
VoL,  XX.  1777. 
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we  were  foon  convinced  that  it 
mull,  like  many  others,  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  groundlefs  invention  of 
a  traveller’s  gay  fancy. 

Some  arreoys  are  married  to  a 
woman,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Mahine  was  to  'the  daughter  of 
Toperree  ;  but  others  keep  a  tem¬ 
porary  millrefs.  Many  may  per¬ 
haps  revel  in  the  arms  of  feveral 
prollitutes,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  iflands.  This  dif- 
folute  pleafure  is  however  much 
more  frequent  in  every  civilized 
country  of  Europe ;  but  I  appre¬ 
hend  it  would  not  authorife  an  af- 
fertion,  that  in  Europe  there  exills 
a  focicty  of  men  and  women,  who 
pradlife  a  particular  refinement  of 
fenfuality.  When  we  confider  the 
whole  chara£ler  of  the  Taheitians; 
when  we  recoiled  their  gentlenefs, 
their  generofity,  their  alFedionate 
friendlhip,  their  tendernefs,  their 
pity,  we  cannot  reconcile  thefe 
qualities  to  the  murder  of  their  own 
olfspring.  We  fhudder  at  the 
Hern  inhumanity  of  the  father, 
but  much  more  fo  at  the  obdu¬ 
rate  heart  of  the  mother,  where 
the  voice  of  nature,  and  of  power¬ 
ful  inllind,  Ihould  cry  aloud  for 
mercy  and  protedion.  The  paths 
of  virtue  are  but  too  eafily  forfaken  ; 
Hill  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceivcy 
how  a  people  fo  much  left  to  na¬ 
ture,  could  arrive  at  fuch  a  deteft- 
able  pitch  of  depravity  :  butcullom. 

That  monfter  cuAom,  who  all  fenfe  doth 
eat 

Of  habits  evil - -  Shakespeare. 

gradually  blunts  every  feeling,  and 
overcom’es  the  flings  of  remorfe. 
We  had  no  fooner  learnt  that  fuch 
an  unnatural  and  barbarous  prac¬ 
tice  fligmatized  the  fociety  of  ar* 
reoy,  than  we  reprehended  our 
p'  young 
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young  friend  Mahine  for  valuing 
himfelf  on  being  a  member  of  fuch 
a  deteftable  body.  We  endeavoured 
to  point  out  the  immorality  and 
cruelty  of  this  praftice,  and  made 
life  of  every  argument  which  our  re- 
fledlions  could  furnifh,  or  our 
words  exprcfs.  We  eafily  fucceeded 
in  convincing  him,  and  obtained  a 
promife  that  he  would  not  kill  his 
children,  but  feparate  from  the  fo- 
ciety  as  foon  as  he  Ihould  receive 
the  glorious  name  of  father.  To 
our  great  fatisfadlion  he  allured  us, 
that  the  inftances  of  arreoys  having 
children  were  extremely  rare.  It 
feems  that  they  choofe  their  wives 
and  millreffes  among  the  profti- 
tutes ;  and  from  this  circumilance, 
as.  well  as  from  their  great  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  they  have  feldom  reafon 
to  dread  the  intrufion  of  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  infant.  Theanfwers  of  O- 
Mai,  whom  I  confulted  on  this 
fubjed  after  my  return  to  England, 
gave  me  ftili  greater  pleafure,  as 
>  they  foftened  the  tranfgreilion  at 
lead  of  one  part,  and  entirely  freed 
the  bulk  of  the  nation  from  that 
lhare  of  guilt,  which  the  fimple  ac- 
qiiiefcence  in  fuch  a  heinous  crime 
might  throw  upon  them.  He 
allured  me,  that  the  invariable 
laws  of  the  community  of  arreoy 
required  the  extindlion  of  their 
oftspring  ;  that  the  pre-eminence 
and  advantages  which  a  man  en-. 
joyed  as  arreoy  were  lb  valuable, 
as  to  urge  him  on  againil  his  own 
feelings  :  that  the  mother  was  ne- 
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ver  willing  to  confent  to  the  horrid 
murder,  but  that  her  hufband  and 
other  arreoys  perfuaded  her  to 
yield  up  the  child  ;  and  that  when 
entreaties  were  not  fulRcient,  force 
was  .  fometimes  employed.  But 
above  all,  he  added,  that  this  adl 
was  always  performed  in.  fecret. 
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and  fo  that  none  of  the  people, 
not  even  the  towtows  or  attendants 
of  the  houfe,  were  prefent ;  be- 
caufe,  if  it  were  feen,  the  mur¬ 
derers  mull  be  put  to  death.  This 
being  the  cafe,  we  may  comfort 
ourfelves  with  the  relletflion,  that 
criminal  individuals  are  not  more 
numerous  in  the  Society  Illands, 
than  among  other  people;  and  that 
the  votaries  of  vice  have  no  reafon 
to  triumph,  in  fuppoling  a  whole 
nation  accuftoraed  to  commit  un¬ 
natural  murders,  without  a  fenfe 
of  wrong. 

The  arreoys  were  no  lefs  hofpi- 
table  than  luxurious,  and  it  was 
not  for  want  of  invitation  that  we 
did  not  partake  cf  their  refrelh- 
ments.  We  rambled  in  the  coun¬ 
try  till  funfet,  and  then  returned 
to  the  lliip,  which  Mahine,  the 
woman,  and  the  other  Indian  paf- 
fengers  had  now  left.  The  next 
morning  a  great  number  of  natives 
came  to  the  Ihip  in  their  canoes, 
among  whom  were  many  women, 
who  remained  with  the  labors. 
At  Huahine  the  commerce  of  this 
kind  had  been  very  inconfiderable, 
and  chiefly  confined  to  women  who 
were  only  on  a  vilit  to  that  illand  ; 
it  was  therefore  refumed  here  with 
the  greatell  eagernefs  by  our  crew. 
We  palled  the  day  on  an  excurfioii 
to  the  northward,  where  we  lliot 
feveral  wild  ducks,  and  met  with 
a  hofpitable  reception  in  different 
cottages. 

The  next  was  a  line  day,  de¬ 
lightfully  tempered  by  a  ftrong 
eaherly  gale.  We  received  the 
vifits  of  Orea  and  all  his  family,  of 
Boba,  the  viceroy  of  the  iffand  of 
O-Taha,  and  of  Teina,  .the  fair 
dancing- woman,  whole  pitlure 
Mr.  Hodges  had  formerly  attempt¬ 
ed  to  draw.  Eoba  was  a  tall,. 

hand- 
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handfome  young  man,  a  native  of 
Borabora,  related  to  Poonee,  the 
king  of  that  ill^nd,  and  conqueror 
ofRaietea  and  'Paha,  hlahinehas 
Irequently  told  us,  that  he  is 
defined  to  be  the  fuccelTor  of 
O-Poone,  whofe  only  daughter, 
Maiwherua,  faid  to  be  a  young 
beautiful  princefs,  twelve  years  old, 
lie  is  to  marry.  Boba  was  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  an  arreoy,  and  kept  the  lively  ^ 
Tei'ria  as  his  miftrefs,  v/ho  was 
with  child  in  confequence.  V/e 
entered  into  converfation  whh  her 
on  the  cuftom  of  killing  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  an  arreoy.  1  he  fliort 
dialogue  which  palled  between  us 
was  couched  in  the  moft  limpleex- 
prelTions,  bccaufe  we  had  not  fuf- 
heient  knowledge  of  the  language 
to  ditcourfe  of  abfradl  ideas.  P'or 
the  fame  reafon  all  our  rhetoric 
was  exhaufed  in  a  few  moments, 
and  had  no  other  eifedl,  than  to 
draw  the  following  conceflion  from 
Teina-raai  :  “  that  our  eatua  (dei¬ 
ty)  in  England  might  perhaps  be 
offended  by  the  pradlice  of  the  ar- 
reoys  ;  but  that  her’s  was  not  dif- 
pleafed  with  it.  She  promifed, 
however,  if  vve  would  come  from 
England  to  fetch  her  child,  (lie 
might  perhaps  keep  it  alive,  pro¬ 
vided  vve  gave  her  a  hatchet,  a 
fhirt,  and  lome  red  feathers.” 

In  a  former  ^oolume  <njje  ha<ve  gi<ve7i 
our  Readers  an  account  of  the  man^ 
__ners  and  cufoms  of  the  natives  of 
Otaheita.  As  Jome  fadis  in  that 
account  appear  to  have  been  mij- 
reprejented^  vse  think  it  necej- 
fary  to  add  the  following  extradi 
from  Captain  Cook’s  lafi  V oyage. 

Great  injullice  has  been 
done  the  w'omen  of  Otaheite, 
and  the  Society  Hies,  by  ihofe  who 
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have  reprefented  them,  without 
exception,  as  ready  to  grant  tli.e 
lail;  favour  to  any  man  who  will 
come  up  to  their  price.  But  this 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  the  fa¬ 
vours  of  married  women,  and  alfo 
the  unmarried  of  the  better  ibrr, 
are  as  difficult  to  he  obtained  here 
as  in  any  other  country  whatever'. 
Neither  can  the  charge  be  under- 
flood  indifcriminatelv  of  the  un¬ 
married  of  the  lovvlzr  clafs,  for 
many  of  theie  admit  of  no  fuck  fa¬ 
miliarities.  That  there  are  prolU- 
tutes  here,  as  well  as'  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  is  very  true,  perhaps  more  in 
proportion,  and  fucir  were  thofe 
who  came  on  board  the  fniDs  to 
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our  people,  and  frequented  the 
poll  we  had  on  lliore.  By  feeing 
theie  mix  indiferiminately  with 
thofe  of  a  different  turn,  even  of 
the  hrll  tank,  one  is,  at  firit,  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  they  are  all 
difpofed  the  fame  way,  and*  that 
the  only  difference  is  in  the  price. 
But  the  truth  is,  the  woman  who 
becomes  aprollitute,  does  not  feem, 
in  their  opinion,  to  have  com¬ 
mitted  a  crime  of  fo  deep  a  dye  as 
to  exclude  her  from  the  eileem  and 
fociety  of  the  community  in  gene¬ 
ral.  On  the  v/hoie,  a  llranger 
who  vilits  England  might,  with 
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equal  jullice,  dravv  the  characlers 
of  the  women  there,  from  thofe 
wffiich  he  might  meet  with  on 
board  the  Ihips  in  one  of  the  naval 
ports,  or  in  the  purlieus  of  Covent- 
Garden  and  Drury-Lane.  I  mull. 

It 

ho\ve\'’er,  allow  that  they  are  all 
completely  verfed  in  the  art  of  co¬ 
quetry,  and  that  very  few  of 
them  fix  any  bounds  to  their  con- 
verfation.  It  is,  therefor'j,  no 
wonder  that  they  have  obtained 
the  charadfer  of  libertines. 
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Account  of  a  Wo?nan  in  the  Shire  of 
of  Rofs,  lining  njjithout  Food  or 
Drink, 


\ 


}ANET  Mac  Leod,  unmar¬ 
ried,  aged  thirty-three  years 
and  fome .  months,  daughter  of 
Ddnald  Mac  Leod,  tenant  in 
Croick,  in  the  parifh  of  Kincar¬ 
dine,  and  fhire  of  Rofs ;  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  her  age  had  a 
pretty  fharp  epileptjc  fit fhe  had 
till  then  been  in  perfed;  health, 
and  continued  fo  till  about  four 
years  thereafter,  when  fhe  had  a 
fecond  fit,  vvhich  lafted  a  whole 
day  and  night ;  and  a  few  days 
afterwards,  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
fever  of  feveral  weeks  continuance, 
from  which  fhe  had  a  flow  and  very 
tedious  recovery  of  feveral  months. 

During  this  period  fhe  loft  the 
natural  power  of  her  eye-lids,  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  keeping  them 
open  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand, 
when  fhe  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  other,  went  out,  or  wanted  to 
look  about  her  ;  in  every  other 
refpcdl  fhe  was  in  health  and  tole¬ 
rable  fpirits,  only  here  it  may  be 
fit  to  remark,  that  fhe  never  had 
the  leaft  appearance  of  the  menfesy 
but  periodically  fpit  up  blood  in 
pretty  large  quantities,  and  at  the 
fame  time  it  Howed  from  the  nofe. 
This  vicarious  difcharge,  accord¬ 


ing  to  her  mother’s  report,  hap¬ 
pened  regularly  every  month  for 
feveral  years. 

About  five  years  ago,  a  little 
before  which  time  the  abovemen- 
tioned  periodical  difcharge  had  dif- 
appeared,  flie  had  a  fhort  third 
epileptic  fit,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  fucceeded  by  a  fever  of 
about  a  week’s  continuance,  and 
of  which  file  recovered  fo  flowly 
that  fhe  had  not  been  out  of  doors 
till  fix  weeks  after  the  crifis ; 
when,  without  the  knowledge  of 
her  parents  or  any  of  the  family 
(who  were  all  bufied  in  the  harveft- 
fteld)  flie  ftole  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  bound  the  corn  of  a  ridge,  be¬ 
fore  they  obferved  her.  On  that 
fame  evening  fhe  took  to  her  bed, 
complaining  much  of  her  heart  and 
head  ;  and  fince,  fhe  has  never 
rifen  out  of  it  except  when  lifted, 
has  feldom  fpoken  a  word,  and 
has  had  fo  little  craving  for  food, 
that  at  lirft  it  was  by  downright 
compulfion  her  parents  could  get 
her  to  take  as  much  as  would  fup-r 
port  a  fucking  infant  :  afterwards 
fhe  gradually  fell  off  from  taking 
even  that  fmall  quantity ;  info- 
much  that,  at  Whitfuntide  176^, 
fhe  totally  refufed  food  and  drink, 
and  her  jav/  became  fo  fall  locked, 
that  it  was  with  the  greateft  diffi¬ 
culty  her  father  was  able  with  a 
knife  or  other  methods  to  open  her 
teeth  fo  as  to  admit  a  littD  thia 

gruel 
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;gTne1  or  whey,  and  of  which  fo 
much  generally  run  out  at  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  her  mouth,  that  they  could 
not  be  fenfible  that  any  of  it  had 
been  fvval lowed. 

Much  about  this  time,  that  is, 
about  four  years  ago,  they  got  a 
bottle  of  the  water  from  a  noted 
medicinal  fpring  in  Brea-mar,  of 
which  they  endeavoured  to  get  ber 
to  fwallow  a  part,  by  pouring  foine 
out  of  a  fpoon  between  her  lips 
(her  jaws  all  the  while  fall-locked) 
hut  it  all  run  out.  With  this, 
however,  they  rubbed  her  throat 
and  jaws,  and  continued  the  trial 
to  make  her  fwallow,  rubbing  her 
throat  with  the  water  that  run  out 
of  her  mouth  for  three  mornings 
together.  On  the  third  morning 
during  this  operation,  Ihe  cried. 
Give  me  more  water ;  when  all 
that  remained  of  the  bottle  was 
given  her,  which  fire  fwallovved 
with  eafe.  Thcfe  were  the  only 
'  words  Pne  fpoke  for  almoft  a  year, 
and  ihe  continued  to  mutter  forne 
more  (which  her  parents  under- 
ilood)  for  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 
after  which  hie  fpoke  none,  and 
reje^led,  as  formerly,  all  forts  of 
nourifhment  and  drink,  till  fome 
time  in  tlie  month  of  July  1765, 
when  a  filter  of  hers  thought,  by 
fome  figns  that  Pie  made,  that  fhe 
wanted  her  jaws  opened  ;  which 
her  father,  not  without  violence, 
got  done,  by  putting  the  handle 
of  a  horn- fpoon  between  her  teeth. 
She  faid  then  intelligibly,  Give 
me  a  drink  ;  and  drank  with  eafe, 
and  all  at  one  draught,  about  an 
Englifh  pint  of  water.  Her  father 
then  aiked  her,  why  ihe  would  not 
make  fome  figns,  although  ihe 
could  not  fpeak,  when  ihe  wanted 
a  drink  ?  She  anfwered,  why 
ihould  ihe  when  ihe  ha^  no  de- 
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fire.  At  this  period  they  kept  the 
jaws  afunder  with  a  bit  of  wood, 
imagining  Pie  got  her  fpeech  \by 
her  jaws  being  opened,  and  con¬ 
tinued  them  thus  wedged  for  about 
twenty  days,  thoug^i  in  the  PrP  four 
orPve  days  Pie  had  wholly  loP  the 
power  of  utterance.  At-  lap  they 
removed  the  wedge,  as  it  gave  her 
uneafiuefs,  and  made  her  lies  fore. 
At  this  time  ihe  was  fenfible  of 
every  thing  done  or  faid  about 
her  ;  and  when  her  eye-lids  were 
opened  for  her,  Pie  knew  every 
body,;  and  when  the  neighbours 
in  their  viPts  would  be  bemoaning 
her  condition,  they  could  obferve 
a  tear  Panel  in  her  eye. 

In  fome  of  the  attempts  to  open 
her  jaw%  two  of  the  under  fore¬ 
teeth  were  forced  out ;  of  which 
opening  they  often  endeavoured 
to  avail  thenifeives,  by  putting 
fome  thill  nouriihing  drink  into 
her  mouth ;  but  without  effeft, 
for  it  always  returned  by  the  cor¬ 
ners  ;  and,  about  a  twelvemonth 
ago,  they  thought  of  thruPing  a 
little  dough  of  oatmeal  through 
this  gap  of  the  teeth,  which  Pie 
would  retain  a  few  feconds,  and 
then  return  with  fomething  like 
a  draining  to  vomit,  without  one 
particle  going  down  ;  nor  has  the 
family  been  fenfible,  though  ob- 
ferving,  of  any  appearance  like 
that  of  fwallowing,  for  now  four 
years,  excepting  the  fmali  draught 
Qf  Brea-mar  water  and  the  EngliPi 
pint  of  common  water  ;  and  for 
the  lap  three  years  ihe  has  not  had 
any  evacuation  by  Pool  or  urine, 
except  that,  once  or  twice  a  week, 
ihe  has  paifed  a  few  drops  of  urine, 
as  the  parents  exprefs  it,  about  as 
much  as  would  wet  the  furface  of 
a  half-penny  ;  and  even  fmall  as 
this  quantity  is,  it  gives  her  fome 
F  3  uoeaP- 
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uneafinefs  till  flie  voids  it  :  for 
they  know  all  her  motions,  and 
when  they  fee  her  thus  uneafy, 
they  carry  her  to  the  door  of  the 
houfe,  where  Jlie  makes  thefe  few 
drops.  Nor  have  they,  in  all  thefe 
three  years,  ever  difcovered  the 
Imallelt  wetting  in  her  bed  ;  in 
proof  of  which,  notwithftanding 
her  being  fo  long  bed-ridden,  there 
has  never  been  the  leak  excoria¬ 
tion,  though  fhe  never  attempts  to 
turn  herfelf,  or  makes  any  motion 
with  hand,  head,  or  foot,  but  lies 
like  a  log  of  wood.  Her  pulfe  to¬ 
day,  which  v/ith  fome  difficulty  I 
felt  (her  mother  at  this  time  hav¬ 
ing  raifed  her,  and  fupported  her 
in  her  bed)  is  dilUnft  and  regular, 
flow,  and  to  the  extremek  degree 
imall.  Her  countenance  is  clear 
and 'pretty  frefh,  her  features  not 
disfigured  nor  funk;  her  fkiii  feels 
natural  both  as  to  touch  and 
warmth  ;  and  to  my  akoniffiment, 
when  1  came  to  examine  her  body, 
for  I  expected  to  feel  a  ffieleton,  I 
found  her  breaks  round,  and  pro¬ 
minent,  like  thofe  of  a  healthy 
young  woman  ;  her  legs,  arms, 
and  tkiighs,  not  at  all  emaciated  ; 
^  the  abdo7nen  fomewhat  tumid,  and 
the  mufcles  tenfe  ;  her  knees  bent, 
and  her  ham-krings  tight  as  a 
bnv-kring  ;  her  heels  almok  clofe 
to  the  nates.  When  they  kruggle 
with  her,  to  put  a  little  water  with¬ 
in  her  lips,  they  obferve  fometimes 
r.  dev/y  foftnefs  on  her  fein  ;  ffie 
keeps  much,  and  very  quiet  ;  but 
when  awake  keeps  a  conkant 
whimpering  like  a  new-born  weak¬ 
ly  infant,  and  fometimes  makes  an 
effort  to  cough.  At  prefent  no 
degree  of  krength  can  force  open 
her  jaws.  I  put  the  point  of  my  lit- 
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tie  finger  into  the  gap  in  her  teeth, 
and  found  the  tongue,  as  far  as  I 
could  reach,  foft  and  ruoik ;  as  I 
did  with  my  other  fingers  the 
mouth  and  cheeks  quite  to  the 
back  teeth.  She  never  can  remain 
a  moment  on  her  back,  but  always 
falls  to  one  fide  or  to  the  other  ^ 
and  when  her  mother  fat  behind 
her  in  the  bed,  and  fupported  her 
while  I  was  examining  her  body, 
her  head  hung-  down,  with  her  chin 
clofe  to  her  break,  nor  could  I 
with  any  force  move  it  backwards, 
the  anterior  mufcles  of  the  neck 
being  rigid,  like  a  perfon  in  the 
emprojlhotcnos,  and  in  this  pokure 
fhe  conkantly  lies. 

The  above  cafe  was  taken  in 
writing  this  day,  at  the  difeafed 
woman’s  bed-fide,  from  the  mouths 
of  her  father  and  mother,  Vv'ho  are 
known  to  be  people  of  great  veraci¬ 
ty,  and  are  under  no  temptation 
to  deceive  ;  for  they  neither  alk, 
expect,  or  get  any  thing  ;  their 
daughter’s  fituation  is  a  very  great 
mortification  to  them,  and  univer- 
fally  known  and  regretted  by  all 
their  neighbours.  I  had  alonu- 
with  me,  as  interpreters  *,  Mr. 
Robertfon,  a  very  difereet  young 
gentleman,  eldek  fon  to  the  mini- 
ker  of  the  parilh,  and  David  Rofs, 
at  the  Craig  of  Strath-Carron , 
their  neighbour  and  one  of  the 
elder^  of  the  parifn,  who  verified 
from  his  own  knowledge  all  that 
is  above  related.  d'he  prefent 
fituation  and  appearances  of  the 
patient  were  carefully  examined 
this  2ikof  Qftober,  1767,  by  Dr, 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  phyfician 
atNevvTarbat;  who  likewife,  in 
the  month  of  Odlober,  1772,  be¬ 
ing  informed  that  the  patient  was 
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recovering  and  ate  and  drank,  vi- 
fited  her,  and  found  her  condition 
"to  be  as  follows :  about  a  year 
preceding  this  laft  date,  her  parents 
one  day  returning  from  their  coun¬ 
try  labours,  (having  left  their 
daughter  as  for  fomc  years  before 
fixed  to  her  bed)  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  find  her  fitting  on  her 
hams,  on  the  fide  of  the  houfe  op- 
pofite  to  her  bed-place,  fpinning 
with  her  mother’s  diftaff.  I  afked, 
whether  file  ever  ate  or  drank  ? 
whether  flie  had  any  of* the  natu¬ 
ral  evacuations  ?  whether  fhe  ever 
fpoke  or  attempted  to  fpeak  ?  And 
was  anfwered,  that  fhe  fometimes 
crumbled  a  bit  of  oat  or  barley 
cake  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  as 
if  to  feed  a  chicken  ;  that  fhe  put 
little  crumbs  of  this  into  the  gap 
of  her  teeth,  rolled  them  about 
for  fome  time  in  her  mouth,  and 
then  fucked  out  of  the  palm  of  her 
hand  a  little  water,  whey,  or  milk  ; 
and  this  once  or  twice  a  day,  and 
even  that  by  compulfion  :  that  the 
(gejfla  were  in  proportion  to  the 
ingejla  ;  that  fhe  never  attempt¬ 
ed  to  fpeak  ;  that  her  jaws  were 
flill  faif-locked,  her  ham- firings 
tight  as  before,  and  her  eyes  fnut. 
On  my  opening  her  eye-lids  I  found 
the  eye-balli  turned  up  unner  the 
edge  of  the  os  frontis,  her  counte¬ 
nance  ghaflly,  tier  complexion  pale, 
her  fan  Ihrivelled  and  dry,  and 
lier  whole  perfon  rather  emaciated  ; 
her  pulfe  with  the  utmoil  difficulty 
to  be  felt.  She  feemed  fenfible 
and  tradlable  in  every  thing,  ex¬ 
cept  in  taking  food  ;  for,  at  rny 
requell,  fiie  went  through  her  dif¬ 
ferent  exercifes,  fpinning  on  the 
dilfaff,  and  crawling  about  on  her 
hams,  by  the  wall  of  the  houfe, 
with  the  help  of  her  hands  :  but 
when  fhe  was  defired  to  eat,  fhe 
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fliewed  the  greatefl  reluctance,  and 
indeed  cried  before  flie  yielded  ; 
and  this  was  no  more  than,  as  I 
have  faid,  to  take  a  few  crumbs  as 
to  feed  a  bird,  and  to  fuck  half  a 
fpoonful  of  milk  from  the  palm  of 
her  hand.  On  the  whole,  her 
exigence  was  little  lefs  wonderful 
now  than  w'hen  1  firfl  faw  her, 
when  fhe  had  not  fwal lowed  the 
fmallefl  particle  of  food  for  years 
together.  I  attributed  her  thin- 
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nefs  and  wan  complexion,  that  is, 
the  o-reat  change  of  her  looks  from 
what  1  had  firit  feen  vvhen  fixed  to 
her  bed,  to  her  exhaulling  too 
much  of  the  falinja  by  fpinning  flax 
on  the  dillaff,  and  therefore  re¬ 
commended  her  being  totally  con¬ 
fined  to  fpinning  wool  :  this  fne 
does  with  equal  dexterity  as  flie 
did  the  flax.  The  above  was  her  ‘ 
lituation  in  Oflober,  1772  ;  and 
within  thefe  eight  days  1  have 
been  told  bv  a  neio;hbour  of  her 
father’s,  that  fhe  fli  continues  111 
the  fame  w'ay,  without  any  addi¬ 
tion  to  her  fupport,  and  without 
any  additional  ailment. 

New  Tarbet,  Al  EX.  MaCK  EN  Z I E. 
April  3,  1775. 

At  Croick,  the  fifteenth  Day  of 
June,  1775. 

TO  authenticate  the  hiftory  fet 
forth  in  the  preceding  pages,  J)o- 
nald  Mac  Leod,  cfq.  of  Granics, 
flienff  depute  of  Rois-fliire,  George 
Munro,  elq.  of  Cuteain,  Simon 
Rofs,  efq.  of  Gladfield,  Captain 
George  Sutherland  of  Elphin,  all 
jufcices  of  tiie  peace  ;  Meflienrs 
William  Smith,  prea'.her  of  the 
gofpel,  John  Barclay  vvriter  in 
Tain,  Hugh  Rofs  iludent  of  di¬ 
vinity,  and  Alexander  Mac  Leod, 
did  come  to  this  place,  accompa- 
p"  nied 
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nied  by  tbe  abave  Dr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  phyfician  at  New  Tar- 
bat,  and  after  explaining  tbe  pur¬ 
port  and  meaning,  of  the  above 
hillory  to  Donald  Mac  Leod,  father 
to  Janet  Mac  Leod  above-mention¬ 
ed,  and  to  David  Rofs,  elder,  in 
the  parifh  of  Kincardine,  who  lives 
in  the  clofe  neighbourhood  of  this 
place,  and  was  one  of  the  dodor’s 
original  interpreters;  they,  to  our 
full  fatisfadfion,  after  a  minute  ex¬ 
amination,  authenticate  all  the  fafts 
fet  forth  in  the  above  account :  and, 
for  our  further  fatisfadlion,  we  had 
Janet  Mac  Leod  brought  out  be¬ 
fore  us  to  the  open  air,  when  the 
doftor  difcovered  a  very  great  im¬ 
provement  in  her  looks  and  health 
fince  the  period  of  his  having  fsen 
her  laft,  as  now  fhe  walked  tolera¬ 
bly  upright,  with  a  little  hold  by 
the  wall*  And  notwithfanding 
her  age,  which,  upon  inquiry,  we 
found  to  be  exadlly  as  fet  forth  in 
the  above,  account,  her  countenance 
and  looks  would  have  denoted  her 
not  to  be  above  twenty  years  of 
age  at  moll.  At  prefent,  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  food  fhe  ufes  is  not  above 
what  would  be  neceffary  for  the 
fuftenance  of  an  infant  of  two  years 
of  age.  And  we  do  report,  from 
our  knowledge  of  the  above  men, 
and  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe, 
that  full  faith  and  credit  is  to  be 
iven  to  every  article  of  the  above 
iliory. 

"^iLLiAM  Smith, 

Barclay,  N.  P. 

Hugh  Ross, 

Alexander  Mac  Leod, 
Donald  Mac  Leod,  Sh.  Dep, 
George  Munro,  J.  P. 

Simon  Ross,  J.  P. 

G SURGE  Sutherland,  J,  P. 
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Account^  of  ^  P erfons  nvho  could  not 
diftlnguijh  Colours,  ' 

Prom  the  Philcfophical  Pranf actions, 

Loudon, 

SIR,  Jan.  15,  1777. 

ReadFeb.i3,1T  THEN  I  had  the 
^777‘  ^  V  w  pleafure  of  wait¬ 
ing  on  you  laft  winter,  1  had  hopes 
before  now  of  giving  you  a  more 
perfect  account  of  the  peculiarity 
of  vifion  which  I  then  mentioned 
to  you,  in  a  perfon  of  my  acquain¬ 
tance  in  the  North  :  however,  if  I 
eive  you  now‘  the  bell  T  am  able, 
i  perfuadc  myfelf  you  will  pardon 
the  delay.  , 

I  promifed  to  procure  you  a 
written  account  from  the  perfon 
himleif,  but  this  I  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  difappointed  in,  by  his  dy¬ 
ing  fuddenly  of  a  pleurify  a  fhcrt 
time  after  ray  return  to  the  country. 

You  will  recolledl  1  told  you 
that  this  perfon  lived  at  Mary- 
port  in  Cumberland,  near  which' 
place,  qjiz.  at  Allonby,  I  mylelf 
live,  and  having  known  him  about 
ten  years  have  had  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  converfing  with  him. 
His  name  was  Harris,  by  trade 
a  Shoe-maker.  I  had  often  heard 
from  others  that  he  could  difcern 
the  form  and  magnitude  of  all  ob- 
jedls  very  diflindtly,  but  could  not 
diftinguifh  colours.  This  report 
having  excited  my  curiofity,  I  con- 
verfed  with  him  frequently  on  the 
fubjecf.  The  account  he  gave  was 
this;  That  he.  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  other  perfons  faw  fomething 
dn  objedls  which  he  could  not  fee  ; 
that  their  language  feemed  to  mark 
qualities  with  confidence  and  pre- 
cifion,  which  he  could  only  guefs 
at  with  hefitation,  and  frequently 
with  error.  His  firfl  fufpicion  of 

this 
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this  arofe  when  he  was  about  four 
years  old.  Having  by  accident 
found  in  the  ftreet  achild’s  flocking, 
he  carried  it  to  a  neighbouring 
houfe  to  inquire  for  the  owner  :  he 
obferved  the  people  called  it  a 
red  flocking,  though  he  did  not 
underfland  why  they  gave  it  that 
denomination,  as  he  himfelf  t-hoiifrht 
It  completely  dcfcribed  by  being 
called  a  Jlocking.  The  circum- 
flance,  however,  remained  in  his 
memory,  and  together  with  fub- 
fequent  obfervaiions  led  him  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  defe£l.  As 
the  idea  of  colours  is  among  the 
firll  that  enters  the  mind,  it  may 
perhaps  feem  extraordinary  that  he 
did  not  obferve  his  want  of  it  ilill 
earlier.  This,  however,  may  in 
fome  meafure  be  accounted  for  from 
the  circumflance  of  his  family  be- 
ing  Quakers,  anibng  whom  a  ge¬ 
neral  uniformity  of  colours  is  known 
to  prevail. 

He  obferved  alfo  that,  when 
young,  other  children  could  difcern 
cherries  on  a  tree  by  fome  pretend¬ 
ed  differ, ence  of  colour,  though  he 
could  only  diflinguifh  them  from 
the  leaves  by  their  difference  of 
fize  and  fhape.  He  obferved  alfo, 
that  bv  means  of  this  difference  of 
colour  they  could  fee  the  cherries 
at  a  greater  diflance  than  he  could, 
though  he  could  fee  other  objedls 
at  as  great  k  diflance  as  they  ;  that 
is,  where  the  fight  was  not  affifled 
by  the  colour.  Large  objedls  he 
could  fee  as  well  as  other  perfons  ; 
and  even  the  fmaller  ones  if  they 
were  not  enveloped  in  other  things, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  cherries  among 
the  leaves. 

I  believe  he  could  never  do  more 
than  guefs  the  name  of  any  co¬ 
lour  ;  yet  he  could  diflinguifh  white 
from  black,  or  black  from  any 
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light  or  bright  colour.  Dove  or 
flraw-colour  he  called  white,  and 
different  colours  he  frequently  call¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  name  :  yet  he 
could  difcern  a  difference  between 
them  when  placed  together.  In 
general,  colours  of  an  equal  degree 
of  brightneis,  however  they  might 
otherwife  differ,  he  frequently  con¬ 
founded  together.  Yet  a  flripcd' 
ribbon  he  could  diflinguifh  from  a 
plain  one  ;  but  he  could  not  tell 
what  the  colours  were  with  anv 
tolerable  exadl'nefs.  Dark  colours 
in  general  he  often  millook  for 
black,  but  never  imagined  white 
to  be  a  dark  colour,  nor  a  dark  to 
be  a  white  colour. 

He  was  an  intelligent  man,  and 
very  defirous  of  underftanding  the 
nature  ot  light  and  colours,  for 
which  end  he  had  attended  a  courfe 
of  lectures  in  natural  philofophy. 

He  had  two  brothers  in  the  fame 
circLimflances  as  to  fight;  and  two 
other  brothers  knd  fillers  who,  as 
well  as  their  parents,  had  nothing 
of  this  defe£l. 

One  of  the  firfl  mentioned  bro¬ 
thers,  who  is  now  living,  is  mafler 
of  a  trading  veffel  belonging  to 
Mary-port.  I  met  with  him  in 
December  1776,  at  Dublin,  and 
took  the  opportunity  of  converfing 
with  him.  I  wiflied  to  try  his  ca¬ 
pacity  to  diftinguilh  the  colours  in 
a  prifm,  but  not  having  one  by 
me,  I  afeed  him,  v/hether  he  had 
ever  feen  a  rain-bow.?  He  replied, 
he  had  often,  and  could  diflinguifh 
the  different  colours  ;  meaning  on¬ 
ly,  that  it  was  compofed  of  differ¬ 
ent  colours,  for  he  could  not  tell 
what  they  were. 

I  then  procured  and  fhewed  him 
a  piece  of  ribbon-;  he  immediately, 
without  any  difficulty,  pronounced 
it  a  flriped  and  not  a  plain  ribbon, 
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He  then  attempted  to  name  the 
different  ftripes  :  the  feveral  ftripes 
of  white  he  uniformly,  and  without 
hefitation,  called  white  :  the  four 
black  ftripes  he  was  deceived  in, 
for  three  of  them  he  thought  brown, 
though  they  were  exaftly  of  the 
fame  fhade  with  the  other,  which 
he  properly  called  black.  He 
fpoke,  however,  with  diffidence  as 
to  all  thofe  ftripes ;  and  it  muft  be 
owned,  the  black  was  not  very  di- 
ftintl  :  the  light  green  he  called 
yellow  ;  but  he  was  not  very  pofi- 
tive  :  be  faid,  “  I  think  this  is 
what  you  call  yellow.”  The  mid¬ 
dle  ftripe,  which  had  a^flight  tinge 
of  red,  he  called  a  fort  of  blue. 
But  he  was  moft  of  all  deceived  by 
the  orange  colour  ;  of  this  he  fpoke 
very  confidently,  faying,  “  This 
is  the  colour  of  grafs  ;  this  is 
green.”  I  alfo  fliewed  him  a  great 
variety  of  ribbons,  the  colour  of 
which  he  fometlmes  named  right¬ 
ly,  and  fometimes  as  differently 
as  poffible  from  the  true  colours. 

I  a&ed  him,  whether  he  ima¬ 
gined  it  poffible  for  all  the  various 
colours  he  faw,  to  be  mere  differ¬ 
ence  of  light  and  fliade  ;  whether 

c>  p  . 

he  thought  they  could  be  various 
degrees  betvceen  white  and  black  ; 
and  that  all  colours  could  be  com- 
pofed  of  thefe  two  mixtures  only  ? 
With  fome  hefitation  he  replied, 
no,  he  did  imagine  there  was  fome 
other  difference. 

1  could  not  conveniently  procure 
from  this  perfon  an  account  in 
writing  ;  but  I  have  given  his 
own  words,  having  fet  them  down 
jn  writing  immediately.  Befides, 
as  this  converfation  happened  only 
the  loth  of  laft  month,  it  is  ftill 
frefli  in  my  memory.  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  a  faithful  account 
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of  this  matter,  and  not  to  render 
it  more  wonderful  than  it  really  is. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  the  ftriped  ribbon  was 
made  in'  the  day-time,  and  in  a 
good  light. 

I  am  SIR,  &c. 


Jn  Account  of  a  Journey  into  Africa 
from  the  Cape  of  Good -Hope,  and 
a  Deferipiion  of  a  ne-iv  Species  of 
Cuckow.  By  D  ■  Andreas  Sparr- 
man,  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Stockholm,  in  a  Letter  to  Dr. 
John  Reinhold  Forfter,  F.  R.S. 

From  the  Philofopbical  FranfaBions. 

Sept.  i6,  1776. 
DEAR  SIR,  Gettenburgh. 

Read  Dec.  19, KING  returned  to 
1776-  |j  my  native  country 
after  an  abfence  of  five  years  from 
it,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  a 
fhort  account  of  my  expedition  into 
Africa,  which  I  undertook  foon  af¬ 
ter  parting  vvith  you  at  tlie  Cape 
of  Good-Hope.  The  voyage  round 
the  world,  of  which  I  ihared  the 
perils  ^nd  pleafures  with  you,  had 
only  made  me  more  eager  to  con¬ 
tinue  my  rambles  in  quelt  of  new 
difeoveries.  I  fet  out  therefore 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Cape- town  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft  1775,  wi'h  no  other  com¬ 
pany  than  the  fon'of  the  Dutch 
Lieutenant  Emelman,  who  iiad 
formerly  accompanied  my  learned 
friend  Dr.  'Ehuriberg  on  a  ftmilar 
journey,  and  fome  Hottentots  who 
took  care  of  my  oxen. 

I'he  firft  misfortune  I  met  with 
was  the  lofs  of  the  thermometer 
which  vou  had  left  me,  and  which 
broke  before  I  had  reached  the  hot- 

bath. 
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bath.  This  was  only  a  prelude  to 
greater  dillrefTes.  The  drought 
was  fo  violent  this  year,  that  the 
like  had  not  been  experienced  in 
the  colony  within  the  memory  of 
man,  and  it  obliged  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  leave  their  country- feats. 
A  great  part  of  their  cattle  perifhed 
for  want  of  grafs  and  water,  and  I 
have  frequently  fuftered  the  molf 
raging  third;  in  the  hot  defarts 
which  I  traverfed  ;  but  I  was  too 
well  feafoned  during  the  voyage  to 
dread  the  hardHtips  of  a  fcanty 
fubfiftence,  the  fatigues  of  travel¬ 
ling,  or  the  power  of  the  climate. 
The  mod  fenfible  misfortune  which 
the  dry  feafon  brought  along  with 
it,  was  the  defolation  of  the  vege¬ 
table  kingdom.  Far  from  beinp- 
fo  fortunate  as  Dr.  Thunberg,  who 
has  added  above  a  thoufand  fpecies 
to  the  Flora  Capenjls,  i  found  every 
thing  burnt  up,  and  only  in  the 
thicked  foreds  met  with  d)me  pe¬ 
rennial  plants  which  were  new  to 
me,  and  which,  upon  a  revifal  of 
that  gentleman’s  herbal,  I  believe 
are  like  wile  unknown  to  him.  Of 
thefe  1  propofe  to  fend  you  fpeci- 
mens  as  fooii  as  I  can  find  time  to 
bring  my  colle^fion  into  fome 
kind  of  order.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  have  been  fortunate  with  animals, 
and  efpecially  in  the  clafs  of  qua- 
d''upeds.  I  fhall  not  fpcak  of  lions 
atid  other  beads  of  orey,  which  I 
liave  frequently  feen  in  broad  day¬ 
light,  and  heard  roaring  about  me 
at  night,  though  they  never  ven¬ 
tured  to  attack  our  cattle.  But  it 
was  chiedy  among  the  antelopes 
and  animals  of  that  fort  that  I 
hunted.  Mr.  Emelman  and  my- 
/eif,  w'ith  nine  hottentots,  a  w'ag- 
gor>  drawn  by  feveral  pairs  of  oxen, 
and  feveral  hunting  horles,  hap¬ 
pily  traverfed  a  defart  of  dfty 
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miles,  where  we  had  greater  fport 
than  any  German  prince  could 
ever  boad  of.  On  that  route  I 
penetrated  farther  into  the  country 
than  any  of  my  predecedbrs,  hav- 
ing  gone  one  hundred  miles  be-' 
yond  the  lad  Chrillian’s  or  Dutch¬ 
man’s  hut,  into  the  diilrifi;  of  the 
Yellow  or  (as  they  are  vulgarly 
called)  Chinefe  Hottentots. 

The  great  buffaloes  which  in¬ 
habit  the  wilds  of  Africa,  do  not 
appear  to  me  to  differ  in  any  re- 
fpedl  from  the  North  American 
Bifon^  although  I  have  feen  great 
numbers  of  them.  I  have  likewife 
found  a  fpecies  of  pole-cat  on  that 
continent  which  Linnaeus  calls  Vi~ 
‘verra  Putorius,  contrary  to  M.  De 
Bunba’s  opinion,  who  feeras  to 
coniine  this  animal  and  its  fpecies 
to  America.  By  the  fea-fide  1  was 
fortunate  enough  to  catch  a  Mana¬ 
tee  alive,  notvvithdanding  the  diffi¬ 
culty  vvliich  mud  attend  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  fuch  an  unwieldy  animal. 
There  J  likewife  favv  fome  iflands, 
on  which  I  was  told  an  Engliffi 
fhip  had  been  lod.  Thefe  1  fuf- 
pedled  at  fird  to  be  the  'Dodd'mgtons\ 
but  afterwards  had  reafon  to  doubt 
it,  thole  idands  being  fuppofed 
to  lie  in  a  more  foutherly  latirude. 

1  have  had  opportunities  of  mak¬ 
ing  many  curious  and  valuable  Ob- 
fervations  relative  to  the  different 
tribes  of  Hottentots,  their  cecono- 
my,  hunting-matches,  and  other 
cudoms  ;  an  account  of  which,  to¬ 
gether  wi'h  fome  remarks  on  the 
natural  hiilory  of  the  elephant,  the 
rhinoceros,  and  other  animals,  T 
intend  to  prepare  for  the  prefs.  1 
am  podeded  of  an  accurate  map 
of  that  part  of  Africa  which  i  have 
vifited,  containing  all  the  hills, 
together  with  the  dualled  rivulets, 

O  ^  ^ 

as  far  as  the  Bay  de  ia  Goa,  which, 

I  think, 
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I  think,  will  be  a  great  addition 
fo  the  work.  I  only  regret  that  I 
was  not  able  to  draw  the  objefts  of 
natural  hiftory,  and  have  an  hun¬ 
dred  times  wiOicd  that  your  fon 
bad  been  with  me  for  this  purpofe. 

As,  1  had  been  upwards  of  nine 
moncbs  on  this  journey,  at  my  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Cape  I  found  that  my 
acquaintance  had  given  up  all  hopes 
of- feeing  me  again,  having  had  no 
tidings  of  me  lor  fo  long  a  Ipace 
of  time.  NotwLthftanding  the 
many  dangers  to  which  1  had  been 
expofed  on  this  expedition,  I  af- 
iure  you  I  was  greatly  tempted  to 
liay  another  year,  in  hopes  of  be- 
more  fucceTsful  in  botanical 
difcoveries.  However,  the  pro- 
fped  of  fecuring  the  fpoifs  which 
J  had  coilecled,  prevailed  on  me 
to  relinquiih  that  fcheme.  Indeed 
i  little  thought  at  that  time  that  the 
greateil  danger  awaited  my  collec¬ 
tion  in  bwedeii.  A  few  days  ago  a 
great  part  of  it  has  been  damaged 
here  by  fire,  wiiicn  has  been  pat  ti- 
cularly  fatal  to  my  ftujfed  birds, 
having  deftroyed  fome  which  were 
not  yet  defcribed. 

As  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
the  pleafure  which  every  new  _dil- 
'covery  in  the  hiftory  of  nature  gives 
you,  I  take  this  early  opportunity 
of  expreffing  the  readinefs  with 
xvhich  I  vvifh  to  contribute  to  your 
latisfadlion/  and  have  fubjoiued  to 
this  letter  an  account  of  a  curious 
bird,  a  fpecies  of  Cuckow,  which. 
I  have  faved  out  of  the  fire,  I 
onlv  beg  that  you  will  confider  it 
as  In  earned:  of  more  important 
eoinmunications,  as  foon  the  hurry 
of  my  affairs  will  permit  me  to 
bring  my  papers  into  order.  In 
the  me^n  time  if  you  fnould  think 
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that  account,  and  the  annexed 
drawing,  worthy  the  attention  of 
the  Royal  Society,  I  fnould  be 
greatly  flattered  if  you  would  do 
me  the  honour  to  lay  it  before  that 
learned  body. 

With  the  greateft  efte:em  I  remain,  See. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  FIoney-Guide,  or 
Cuculus  indicator. 

THIS  curious  fpecies  of  Cuckow 
is  found  at  a  confiderable  dillance 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in 
the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  being 
entirely  unknown  at  that  fettle- 
ment.  The  firft  place  where  I 
heard  of  It  was  in  a  wood,  called 
the  Groot  Vaader-  s  Bojeh^  the  Grand 
Father’s  Wood,  fituated  in  a  de¬ 
fart  near  the  river  which  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  call  Td:aut'kai.  The  Dutch 
fettlers  there-abouts  have  given 
this  bird  the  name  of  Honig  <zvy%er^ 
or  Honey-guide,  from  its  quality  of 
difeovering  wild-honey  totravellers. 
Its  colour  has  nothing  firiking  or 
beautiful,  as  will  appear  from  the 
defcripcion  and  drawing  annexed  ; 
and  its  fize  is  confiderably  fmaller 
than  that  of  our  Cuckow  in  Eu¬ 
rope  :  but  in  return,  the  infiinft 
which  prompts  it  to  feek  its  food 
in  a  fingular  manner,  is  truly  ad- 
mirable.  Not  only  the  Dutch  and 
Hottentots,  but  likevvife -a  fpecies 
of  quadruped,  which  the  Dutch 
name  a  Ratel* ,  frequently  con- 

dufled  to  wild  bee-hives  by  this 
bird,  which  as  it  w'ere  pilots  them 
to  the  very  fpot.  The  honey  be¬ 
ing  its  favourite  food,  its  own  in- 
tereft  prompts  it  to  be  inftrumental 
in  robbing  the  hive,  as  fome  feraps 
are  commonly  left  for  its  fupport. 


Th< 
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*  Probably  a  new  fpecies  of  badger. 
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The  morning  and  evening  are  its 
times  of  feeding,  and  it  is  then 
heard  calling  in  a  ihrill  tone  cherr, 
<herry  which  the  honey- hunters 
carefully  attend  to  as  the  fummons 
to  the  chace.  From  time  to  time 
tltey  anfwer  with  a  foft  whiftle, 
which  the  bird  hearing,  always 
continues  its  note.  As  foon  as 
they  are  in  fight  of  each  other,  the 
bird  gradually  flutters  towards  the 
place  where  the  hive  is  fituated, 
continually  repeating  its  former 
call  of  cherr,  cherr :  nay,  if  it 
Ciould  happen  to  have  gained  a 
confiderable  way  before  the  men 
(who  may  eafily  be  hindered  in 
tile  purfuit  by  bufhes,  rivers,  and 
the  like)  it  returns  to  them  again, 
and  redoubles  its  note,  as  if  to  re¬ 
proach  them  with  their  inadlivity. 
At  Jail  the  bird  is  obferved  to  ho¬ 
ver  for  a  few  moments  over  a  cer¬ 
tain  fpot,  and  then  filently  retir¬ 
ing  to  a  neighbouring  bufh  or 
other  relling-place,  the  hunters  are 
fure  of  finding;  the  bees  neft  in  that 
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identical  fpot,  whether  it  be  in  a 
tree,  or  in  the  crevice  of  a  rock, 
or  (as  is  moll  commonly  the  cafe) 
in  the  earth.  Whilll  the  hunters 
are  bufy  in  taking  the  honey,  the 
bird  is  feen  looking  on  attentively 
to  what  is  going  forward,  and 
waiting  for  its  lhare  of  the  fpoil. 
The  bee-hunters  never  fail  to  leave 
a  fmali  portion  for  their  conduclor, 
but  commonly  take  care  not  to 
leave  fo  much  as  would  fatisfy  its 
hunger.  I'he  bird’s  appetite  being 
only  v/hetted  by  this  parfimony,  it 
is  obliged  to  commit  a  fecond  trea- 
fon,  by  difeovering  another  bees- 
nell,  in  hopes  of  a  better  falary. 
It  is  further  obferved,  that  the 
nearer  the  bird  approaches  the 
bidden  hive,  the  more  freq^uently 
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it  repeats  its  call,  and  feems  more 
impatient. 

I  have  had  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  feeing  this  bird,  and  have 
been  witnefs  of  the  deflrudion  of  fe- 
veral  republicks  of  bees,  by  means 
of  its  treachery.  I  had  however 
but  two  opportunities  of  fliooting 
it,  which  I  did  to  the  great  indig¬ 
nation  of  my  Hottentots.  From 
thofe  fpecimens  (both  of  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  females)  I  have 
made  the  fubrequent  del'cription. 
The  inhabitants  in  general  accufe 
the  fame  bird  of  fometimes  con¬ 
ducting  its  followers  where  ^yiId 
beads  and  venomous  ferpents  have 
their  places  of  abode  :  this  how¬ 
ever  I  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
afeertaining  myfelf ;  but  am  apt  to 
believe  fuch  cafes  to  be  accidental, 
when  dangerous  animals  happen  to 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  bees- 
nefl. 

Whilfl  I  flaid  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Africa,  a  nefl  was  fliewn 
to  me,  which  fome  peafants  afiur- 
ed  me  was  the  nefl  of  a  Honey- 
guide.  It  was  woven  of  {lender 
filaments  or  fibres  of  bark,  in  the 
form  of  a  bottle.  The  neck  and 
opening  hung  downwards,  and  a 
firing  in  an  arched  fhape  was  fuf- 
pended  acrofs  the  opening,  faflened 
by  the  two  ends,  perhaps  for  the 
bird  to  perch  upon. 

Defcripli'o  Cuculi  Indhatorh, 

ROSTRUM  crafliufcuium,  verfus 
bafin  fufeum,  apice  luteum. 
d!?igulus  oris  ulque  infra  oculos 
extenfus. 

Tares  poflremap  ad  bafin  roflri, 
fupremac  vicinse  ut  carinula 
dorfali  faltem  feparerentur, 

oblongas,. 
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oblongce,  rnargine  promi- 
nulo. 

Pili  aliquot  ad  bafm  roftri, 
praicipue-in  mandibula  in- 
feriore, 

Linp-ua  plana,  fabfap-ittata. 

o  i  .  ^ 

Oculorurn  irides  ferrugineo-grifea^. 

Palpedra:  nudae,  nigr^s. 

Pedes  iiigri,  fcanibrii.  T'lbiahrtvtes ; 
Ungues  tenues,  nigri.  ' 

P ileus  iaste  grifeus  e  pennis  brevi- 
bus  latiuiculis. 

Gula,  Jugulum,  Pedlus,  fordide  al¬ 
ba,  cum  aliquo  virore  vix  nota- 
bili  in  pecloie. 

Dorfum  et  Uropygium  ferrugineo- 
grifea. 

Abdo?7ien,  Crijfunique  alba. 

Femora  tedla  pennis  albis,  macula 
lono-icudinali  niora  notatis. 

Alaru7n  tedirices  fuperiores  omnes 
grifeo-fulcse,  exceptis  fiimmis 
aliquot  quje  flavis  apicibus  for¬ 
mant  fTiacula??!  fianjajn  in  hume- 
ris,  exiguam,  et  a  plumis  Ica- 
pularibus  fa:pe  tedam. 

Pedlrices  hifra  alam  albidje, 
barum  fuprems  ex  albido 
nigroque  maculata;. 

'  ReTTtiges  onmes  lapra  fufci,  pri- 
marii  ofto,  lecundarii  lex, 
fubtus  cinereo-fulci. 

Alulre  grifeo-fufcce. 

Cauda  cuneiformis,  reftriclbus  duo- 
dccim  :  haruni’'dua2  intermedia 
longiores  anguftiores,  lupra  et 
infra  aeruginoro-furcte  ;  proximce 
du.e  fuliTinolcS,  marfriiie  intcri- 
ore  albicantes  ;  duie  utrinque 
his  proximte,  albte,  apice  fuf- 
cm,  et  exterius  ad  bafin  macula 
nigra  notataj  ;  extima  utrinque 
reiiquis  brevior,  alba,  apice  fu- 
fca,  macula  nigra  vix  ulla-  ad 
bafin. 

Ala:  complicata3  cauda?  partem  quar- 
tam  attinount. 

o 

1.077 gitudo  ab  apice  roftri  ad  extre- 

■  ‘  S 
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mum  cauds  circitor  feptem  tin- 
cias  pedis  Angiicani  explet. 
RoJlrwTt  a  ball  fuperiore  ad  apiceni 
femunciale. 


A77  Accou7it  of  the  late  Earthquake  i 

by  Dr.  Perciva]  of  Mancheiler. 

Sunday,  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember,  at  1  i  o’clock  in  the 
f^^renoon,  a  fevere  lliock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  here,  which 
extended  itfelf  through  a  circuit 

O  ^ 

of  more  than  300  miles.  The 
morning '  was  unclouded  and  fe- 
rene,  the  wind  was  eailerly,  but 
luddenly  veered  inter  the  oppcfite 
quarter,  about  the  time  of  the 
earthquake  ;  and  the  air  was  tem¬ 
perately  warm,  without  any  ful- 
phureous,  or  other  offenfve  va¬ 
pours. 

The  Summer  has  been  cold  and 
wet ;  but  towards  the  end  of  Au- 
gufl,  the  weather  changed,  and 
has  continued  Try  and  pleafant, 
with  few  intermilTions  to  the  pre- 
fent  time  September  26,  1777. 

The  Aurora  Borealis  has  not  often, 
appeared,  and  florms  of  thunder 
and  lightening  have  been  uncom- 

o  .  o 

monly  rare.  Two  months  ago,  a 
water  fpout  is  faid  to  have  fallen 
near  Huddersfield,  a  town  in 
Yorkfliire,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  miles  diliant  from  Man¬ 
cheiler. 

During  the  fpace  of  three  weeks 
before  the  earthquake,  vegetation 
was  obferved  to  be  uncommonly 
vigorous.  On  the  Saturday  pre¬ 
ceding  it,  an  electrical  machine  . 
collected  more  fire  than  it  had 
ever  been  known  to  do  before. 

Different  churches  in  this  town 
feem  to  have  been  very  differently 
affeded  by  the  fhock.  St.  John’s 

Church 
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Church  was  moll,  St.  Paul’s  lead 
agitated.  The  former  is  built  of 
Hone  upon  a  dry  rocky  founda¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  galleries  are  fup- 
ported  with  pillars  of  call  iron. 
The  latter  is  a  brick  buildino; ; 
has  a  clayey  wet  foundation,  and 
a  common  fewer  runs  under  it. 
Four  leaden  fpouts  alfo,  which 
convey  rain  from  the  roof,  appear 
to  pals  into  the  ground.  i  fay 
appear  to  pals,  becaufe  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  they  are  covered  with  wood, 
and  the  clergyman  of  the  church 
has  not  yet  afeertained  the  fail. 

The  bell  of  St.  Mary’s  Church, 
was  heard  to  ring  during  the  fnock. 
An  eledrical  rod  paf’es  through  the 
lleeple,  which  may  perhaps  account 
for  this  peculiarity. 

T-’he  lliock  was  triHing  at  my 
country  houfs  at  Hart-FIili,  which 
has  many  high  trees  about  it ;  • 
whereas  it’ was  feverely  felt  at  a 
gentleman’s  houfe  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  not  fo  circum danced. 

A  noife  v./as  antecedent  to  the 
concufion,  and  gave  the  alarm  to 
many  perfons,  who  were  inienfible 
of  the  ihock.  It  was  particularly 
loud  in  feveral  houfes  which  have 
eleclrical  condudors. 

Few  travellers,  either  on  horfe 
back  or  in  carriages,  perceived  the 
earthquake.  The  palTage  boat  upon 
the  Duke  of  Brideewater’s  canal 
was  dopped  in  its  courfe,  as  if  it 
had  druck  upon  a  cable,  or  other 
obdacle.  Many  perfons  Teemed  to 
be  eledrified  by  the  ihock  ;  and 
wandering  rheumatic  pains  fuc- 
ceeded  it. 

A  lady  received  a  fudden  droke 
on  her  head,  during  the  earth¬ 
quake.  She  was  Handing  in  a 
clofet,  on  the  outfide  wall  of  which, 
oppofite  to  her  head,  a  leaden  fpout 
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terminated,  fo  as  to  form  an  im- 
perfed  condudor. 

I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman, 
whofe  cattle  graze  in  a  large  paf- 
ture  near  his  houfe,  that  he  ob- 
ferved  them  to  be  exceedingly  agi¬ 
tated  before  the  earthquake  ;  and 
that  previous  to  it,  they  all  ran  to 
their  ufual  place  of  fuel  ter  in. 
dorms. 

Thefe  fads  cannot  be  explained 
by  any  luppoiition^of  fermentations 
or  cxplofions  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  unlefs  they  be  conlidered  as 
agents  in  the  produflion  and  accu¬ 
mulation  of  the  eledricai  fluid  : 
and  many  of  them  fec.m  to  confirm 
the  theory  of  Dr.  Stuckeley  and 
Signior  Beccaria,  concerning  earth¬ 
quakes.  But  in  whatever  manner 
luch  awful  and  tumendous  cv'ents 
may  be  accounted  for,  the  piou.s 
philofopher,  when  he  contemplates 
them,  extends  his  views  beyond 
all  fecondary  caufes ;  and  direding 
them  to  the  great  Author  of  the 
univerfe,  regards  the  laws  of  nature 
only  as  the  exertions  of  liis  divine 
energy. 

* My  friend  Dr.  Prleflley,  to 
whom  I  have  communicated  the 
preceding  obfervations,  and  who 
is  much  better  acquainted  with 
eledricity  than  I  am,  Teems  to  be 
fully  fatisfled  that  the  late  earth¬ 
quake  is  not  to  be  aferibed  to  any 
fubterranean  caufe.  And  he  is  per- 
fuaded  that  he  ihall  be  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  flmiiar  phacnoin.ena,  by  means 
of  a  mod  powerful  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  eiedrical  machine,  now  in 
the  poffeflion  of  Lord  Shelburne, 
from  which  he  has  feen  fpark.s 
taken  in  the  open  air,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  twenty  inches. 

ThO.  PliRGIVAL. 
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An  Account  of  the  Tenia,  or  long 
^ape-Wormy  and  of  the  Method 
of  treating  ity  as  prattifed  at  Mo- 
rat  in  Switzerland. 

/“TT^HE  Tenia,  or  long  Tape- 
f  worm,  on  account  of  its  ex¬ 
traordinary  fize  and  the  capacity  of 
reproduftion,  not  only  excites  the 
moil  alarming  fymptoms  in  thofe 
whom  it  infeils,  but  is  alfo  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  expel.  A  me¬ 
thod  for  effefting  this  purpofe  was 
a  few  years  ago  pra6lifed  on  the 
eqntinent  with  fo  great  fuccefs,  by 
Madame  Nouffer,  that  the  king  of 
France  was  induced  to  make  the 
acquiiition  of  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  Her  method  of  cure 
conliiled  in  the  ocCafional  ufe  of  a 
foup,  a  clyiler,  fpecific,  and  a 
purging  bolus,  which  are  thus  de¬ 
fer!  bed; 

No.  I.  The  Soup. 

Take  a  pint  and  a  half  of  wa¬ 
ter,  two  or  three  ounces  of  good 
freih  butter,  and  two  ounces  of 
bread  cht  in  thin  ilices,  add  to  this 
fait  enough  to  feafon  it,  and  then 
boil  it  over  the  fire  to  the  confiilence 
of  pannada. 

No.  2.  The  Clyiler. 

Take  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
leaves  of  mallows,  and  boil  them 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
mixing  with  it  a  little  fait,  and 
when  ilfained  off,  add  two  ounces 
of  olive  oil. 

No.  3.  The  Specific. 

Take  two  or  three  drams  of  the 
root  of  the  male  fern,  gathered  in 
autumn,  and  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
powder,  in  four  or  fix  ounces  of 
water  diililled  from  fern,  or  the 
flowers  of  the  line  tree.  It  will 
be  right  for  the  patient  to  drink 
two  or  three  times  of  the  fame  wa¬ 
ter,  rincing  his  glafs  with  it,  fo 
that  none  of  the  powder  may  re- 
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main  either  in  the  glafs  or  his 
mouth. 

No.  q.  The  purgative  Bolus. 

Take  of  the  panacea  of  mercury 
fourteen  times  fublimed,  and  feleft 
refin  of  fcammony  each  ten  grains ; 
of  freih  and  good  gamboge  fix  or 
feven  grains  ;  reduce  each  of  thefe 
fubllances  feparately  into  powder, 
and  then  mix  them  wdth  fome  con¬ 
fer  ye  into  a  bolus. 

With  refpefl  to  the  ufe  of  thofe 
remedies,  we  meet  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  information. 

Madame  Nouffer  requires  of  her 
patients  no  particular  preparation 
till  the  day  before  they  are  to  take 
the  remedy.  That  day  they  are  to 
avoid  all  aliment  after  dinner,  till 
about  feven  or  eight  o’clock  at 
night,  when  they  are  to  take  the 
foup  No.  I ;  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  this,  fhe  gives  them  a 
bifeuit  and  a  glafs  af  white  wine, 
either  pure  or  mixed  with  water  ; 
file  even  gives  water  alone  to  thofe 
who  have  not  been  accuflomed  to 
wine.  If  the  patient  has  not  been 
to  ftool  that  day,  or  is  naturally 
collive,  (which  is  not  ufual  how¬ 
ever  with  patients  in  this  way)  Ma¬ 
dame  Nouffer  direfls  the  ufe  of  the 
clyiler  No.  2.  after  which  th‘e_ pa¬ 
tient  is  to  go  to  bed. 

Early  the  next  morning,  about 
eight  or  nine  hours  after  the  fupper 
of  the  preceding  evening,  the  pa¬ 
tient  takes  the  fpecific  No.  3.  in 
bed,  and  to  avoid  the  naufea  which 
this  medicine  fometimes  occafions, 
it  will  be  right  for  him  to  chew  le¬ 
mon  or  fomething  elfe  that  is  agree¬ 
able  to  him,  or  he  may  wafh  his 
mouth  with  any  thing  he  likes, 
but  he  mull  be  careful  not  to  fwal- 
low  any  thing.  He  may  like- 
wife  fmell  to  vinegar,  to  check 
the  ficknefs ;  but  if,  notwithlland- 
ing  all  his  eflbrts,  the  naufea  con¬ 
tinues. 
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tinues,  and  he  is  obliged  to  throw 
up  the  fpecific,  it  will  be  right  for 
him  to  take  a  frelh  dofe  of  it,  as 
foon  as  the  licknefs  is  gone  off, 
and  then  he  iTiould  try  to  go  to  deep. 
About  two  hours  after  this,  he  mud 
get  up,  and  take  the  purging  bo¬ 
lus  No.  4.  at  one  or  two  different 
times,  wafliing  it  down  with  one 
or  two  difhes  of  weak  green  tea, 
and  walking  afterwards  about  his 
chamber; — When  the  bolus  bep-ins 

o 

to  operate,  the  patient  is  dehred  to 
take  a  dilli  of  the  fame  tea  occa- 
fionally,  until  the  worm  is  expel¬ 
led  ;  then,  and  not  before,  Ma¬ 
dame  Nouffer  gives  him  broth  or 
foup,  and  he  is  directed  to  dine  as 
is  ufual  after  taking  phyhc.  After 
dinner  he  may  either  lie  down  or 
walk,  taking  care  to  condudl  him- 
felf  difcreetly,  to  eat  but  little 
Tapper,  and  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  is  not  eafy  of  digelbion. 

7ffe  cure  is  then  compleat,  but 
it  is  not  always  effedled  with  the 
fame  quicknefs  in  every  fubjecl. 
He  who  has  not  kept  down  the 
whole  bolus,  or  who  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  purged  ,by  it,  ought  to  take, 
four  hours  after  it,  from  two  to 
eight  drachms  of  Plpfom  fait  dif- 
folved  in  boiling  water.  The  dofe 
of  this  fait  may  be  varied  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  temperament  and  other 
circumftances  of  the  patient. 

If  the  worm  fhould  not  come 
away  in  a  bundle,  but  in  the  form 
of  a  thread  (which  particularly 
happens  when  the  worm  is  involved 
in  much  tenacious  mucus),  the  pa¬ 
tient  muft  continue  to  fit  upon  the 
clofe-ftool  without  attempting  to 
draw  it  away,  drinking  at  the  fame 
time  warm  weak  tea :  fometimes  this 
alone  is  not  fufficient,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  obliged  to  take  another 
dofe  of  purging  fait,  but  without 
VoL.  XX.  1777. 
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varying  his  pofition  till  the  \^orrii 
is  wholly  ex;pelled. 

It  is  unuiual  for  patients  whd 
have  kept  down  both  the  fpeclhc 
and  purging  dofe,  not  to  difcharge 
the  worm  before  dinner  time.  I'hi^ 
however  fometimes  happens  when 
the  dead  worm  remain-  in  large 
bundles  in  the  inteftines,  lo  that 
the  feces  becoming  more  limpid 
tov/ards  the  end  of  the  pinrging^ 
pafs  by  it  without  drawing  it  with 
them.  The  patient  may  in  this: 
cafe  eat  his  dinner ;  and  it  has 
been  obferved  that  the  food,  join¬ 
ed  to  the  ufe  of  a  clyllcr,  has 
brought  about  the  expulfion  of  the 
worm .  ' 

»  '  t 

Sometimes  the  worm  is  brono;ht 
away  by  the  aftion  of  the  fpecific 
alone,  before  the  patient  has  takeri 
the  purging  bolus  j  w'hen  this  hap¬ 
pens,  Madame  Nouffer  only  gives 
tw'6  thirds  of  it,  or  fubftitutes  the 
fait  in  its  ftead. 

Patients  mud  not  be  alatmed  by 

any  fenfation  of  heat  or  uneafinefs 

they  may  feel  during  the  adlion  of 

the  remedy,  either  before  or  after 

a  copious  evacuation,  or  jud  as  they 

are  about  to  void  the  worm* 

Thele  fenfations  are  tranfitorvi  and 

✓  ^ 

go  offof  their  own  accord,  or  by  the 
affidance  of  the  vapour  of  vinegar 
drawn  in  at  the  nofe. 

They  who  have  vomited  both 
the  fpecific  and  bolus,  or  who  have 
kept  down  only  a  part  of  themj 
fometimes  do  not  void  the  w'orm 
that  day.  Madame  Nouffer  there¬ 
fore  direfls  them  to  take  again, 
that  night  the  foup  No.  i.  the 
w'ine  and  bifcuit,  and,  it  circum- 
dances  require  it,  the  clyder  No;  ti 
if  the  worm  does  not  come  away 
during  the  night,  the  gives  them, 
early  the  next  morning  another 
dofe  of  the  fpecific,  and  two  hours 
G  aftci’-s 
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afterwards,  fix  drachms  or  an  ounce 
of  purging  fait,  repeating  the 
whole  procefs  of  the  preceding 
day,  excepting  the  bolus,  which 
Ihe  fuppreffes. 

She  obferves,  that  very  hot  wea¬ 
ther  diminifhes  in  fome  degree  the 
aClion  of  her  remedy,  fhe  therefore 
prefers  the  month  of  September  for 
adminiftering  it  ;  but  as  fhe  has 
not  been  always  able  to  chufe  the 
feafon,  and  has  been  fometimes 
obliged  to  undertake  the  care  of 
patients  in  the  hotteft  days  of  lum- 
mer  j  fhe  then  gave  her  fpecilic  very 
early  in  the  morning ;  and  with 
this  precaution  fhe  faw  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  its  elfedls. 


A  defeription  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  Remarks  on  the  Se¬ 
cond  Sight  of  the  Inhabitants,  By 
Dr.  Beattie. 

Highlands  of  Scotland 
are  a  pidlurefque,  but  in 
general  a  melancholy  country. 
Long  trails  of  mountainous  defert, 
covered  with  dark  heath,  and  of¬ 
ten  obfeured  by  mifty  weather ; 
narrow  valleys,  thinly  inhabited, 
and  bounded  by  precipices,  re- 
founding  with  the  fall  of  torrents ; 
a  foil  fo  rugged  and  a  climate  fo 
dreary,  as'  in  many  parts  to  admit 
neither  the  amufements  of  paftur- 
age,  nor  the  labours  of  agriculture  ; 
the  mournful  daflring  of  waves  along 
the  friths  and  lakes  that  interfedl 
the  country  ;  the  portentous  noifes 
which  every  change  of  the  wind, 
and  every  increafe  and  diminution 
of  the  waters  is  apt  to  raife  in  a 
Joneiy  region  full  of  echoes  and 
rocks  and  caverns  j  the  grotefque 
and  ghaiily  appearance  of  fuch  a 
kndfeape  by  the  light  of  the  moon  ; 
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objedls  like  thefe  dilfufe  a  gloom 
over  the  fancy,  which  may  be  com¬ 
patible  enough  with  occasional  and 
focial  merriment,  but  cannot  fail 
to  tindure  the  thoughts  of  a  native 
in  the  hour  of  filence  and  folitude. 
If  thefe  people  notwithftanding 
their  reformation  in  religion,  and 
more  frequent  intercourfe  with 
Grangers,  do  llill  retain  many  of 
their  old  fuperhitions,  we  need 
not  doubt  but  in  former  times  they 
muft  have  been  much  more  inflav- 
ed  to  the  horrors  of  imagination, 
when  befet  with  the  bugbears  of 
Popery,  and  the  darknefs  of  Paga- 
nifm.  Moft  of  their  fapCiftitions 
are  of  a  melancholy  call.  That 
fecond fight  wherewith  fome  of  them 
are  dill  fuppofed  to  be  haunted,  is 
confidered  by  themfelves  as  a  mif- 
fortune,  on  account  of  the  many 
dreadful  images  it  is  faid  to 
obtrude  upon  the  fancy.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  inhabitants  of 
fome  of  the  Alpine  regions  do 
likewife  lay  claim  to  a  fort  of  fecond 
light.  Nor  is  it  wonderful,  that 
perfons  of  lively  imagination,  im¬ 
mured  in  deep  folitude,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  the  llupendous  feene- 
ry  of  clouds,  precipices  and  tor¬ 
rents,  Ihould  dream,  even  when 
they  think  themfelves  awake,  of 
thofe  few  ftriking  ideas  with  which 
their  lonely  lives  are  diverfified  ; 
of  corpfes,  funeral  proceffions  and 
other  fubjedls  of  terror  ;  or  of  mar¬ 
riages,  and  the  arrival  of  llrangers, 
and  fuch  like  matters  of  more 
agreeable  curiofity. 

Let  it  be  obferved  alfo  that  the 
ancient  Highlanders  of  Scotland 
had  hardly  any  other  way  of  fup- 
porting  themfelves,  than  by  hunt¬ 
ing,  fifhing,  or  war ;  profelTions 
that  are  continually  expofed  to  fa¬ 
tal  accidents,  —  And  hence,  no 

doubt 
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doubt  additional  horrors  would  of¬ 
ten  haunt  their  folitude,  and  a 
deeper  gloom  overlhadovv  the  ima¬ 
gination  even  of  the  hardielt  na¬ 
tive. 

I  do  not  find  fufiicient  evidence 
for  the  reality  of  ftcond  fight,  or 
at  lead:  of  w'hat  is  commonly  un- 
derfiood  by  that  term.  A  treatife 
on  the  fubjeft  was  publifiied  in 
the  year  1762,  in  which  many 
tales  were  told  of  perfons  whom 
the  author  believed  to  have  been 
favoured,  or  haunted,  with  thefe 
illuminations;  but  mod  of  the  tales 
were  trifling  and  ridiculous ;  and 
the  whole  work  betrayed,  on  the 
part  of  the  compiler,  fuch  extreme 
credulity,  as  could  not  fail  to  pre¬ 
judice  many  readers  againfl:  his 
fyftem. 

That  any  of  thefe  vifionaries 
are  liable  to  be  fvvayed  in  their 
declarations  by  finiller  views,  I 
will  not  fay  ;  though  a  gentleman 
of  charafter  affured  me,  that  one 
of  them  ofiered  to  fell  him  this  un¬ 
accountable  talent  for  half  a  crown. 
But  this  I  think  may  be  faid  with 
confidence,  that  none  but  ignorant 
people  pretend  to  be  gifted  iPx  this 
way.  And  in  them  it  may  be  no¬ 
thing  more,  perhaps,  than  fliort 
fits  of  fudden  fleep  or  drowzinefs, 
attended  with  lively  dreams,  and 
arifing  from  fome  bodily  diforder, 
the  elFeft  of  idlenefs,  low  fpirits, 
or  a  gloomy  imagination.  For  it 
is  admitted  even  by  the  moil  cre¬ 
dulous  Highlanders,  that  as  knew'- 
ledge  and  induftry  are  propagated 
in  their  country,  the  fecond  fight 
difappears  in  proportion  :  and  no¬ 
body  ever  laid  claim  to  this  fa¬ 
culty,  who  was  much  employed  in 
the  intercourfe  of  focial  life.  Nor 
is  it  at  all  extraordinary,  that  one 
ihould  have  the  appearance  of  be- 
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ing  awake,  and  flTould  even  think 
one’s  felf  fo,  during  thefe  fits  of 
dozing  ;  or  that  they  fhould  com« 
on  fuddenly,  and  while  one  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  fome  bufinefs.  The  fame 
thing  happens  to  perfons  much  fa¬ 
tigued,  or  long  kept  awake,  who 
frequently  fall  afleep  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  or  for  a  longer  fpace,  whild 
they  are  Handing,  or  walking,  or 
riding  on  horfeback.  Add  but 
a  lively  dream  to  this  flumber,  and 
(v.'hich  is  the  frequent  eifedl  of 
difeafe)  take  away  the  confeiouf- 
nefs  of  having  been  afleep,  and  a 
fuperftitious  man,  who  is  always 
hearing  and  believing  tales  of  fe¬ 
cond  fight,  may  eafily  miflake  his 
dream  for  a  waking  vifion  ;  which, 
however,  is  foon  forgotten,  when 
no  fubfequent  occurrence  recalls  it 
to  his  memory  ;  but  which,  if  it 
fhall  be  thought  to  refemble  any 
future  event,  exalts  the  poor  dreamer 
into  a  Highland  prophet.  This 
conceit  makes  him  more  reclufe 
and  more  melancholy  than  ever ; 
and  fo  feeds  his  difeafe,  and  mul¬ 
tiplies  his  vifions  ;  which,  if  they 
are  not  difiipated  by  bufinefs  or  fo- 
ciety,  may  continue  to  haunt  him 
as  long  as  he  lives,  and  which,  in 
their  progrefs,  through  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  receive  fome  new  tinc¬ 
ture  of  the  marvellous,  from  every* 
mouth  that  promotes  their  circula¬ 
tion.  As  to  the  prophetical  na¬ 
ture  of  this  fecond  fight,  it  cannot 
be  admitted  at  all.  That  the  Dei¬ 
ty  fhoyld  work  a  miracle,  in  order* 
to  give  intimation  of  the  frivolous 
things  that  thefe 'tales  are  made  up 
of,  the  arrival  of  a  flranger,  the 
nailing  of  a  coffin,  or  the  colour 
of  a  fuit  of  clothes  ;  and  that 
thefe  intimations  fhould  be  given 
for  no  end,  and  to  thofe  perfons 
only  who  are  idle  and  folitary,  wha 
G  z  fpeak 
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fpeak  Erfe,  or  who  live  among 
mountains  and  deferts,  is  like  no¬ 
thing  in  nature  or  providence  that 
we  are  acquainted  with  ;  and  mull 
therefore,  unlefs  it  were  confirmed 
by  fadsfadtory  proof  (which  is  not 
the  cafe)  be  rejeded  as  abfurd  and 
incredible. 

The  vifions,  fuch  as  they  are, 
may  reafonably  enough  be  afcribed 
to  a  diilempered  fancy.  And  that 
in  them,'  as  well  as  incur  ordinary 
dreams,  certain  appearances  lliould, 
on  fome  rare  occafions,  refemble 
certain  events,  is  to  be  expeded 
from  the  laws  of  chance ;  and 
feems  to  have  in  it  nothing  more 
marvellous  or  fupernatural  than  that 
the  parrot,  who  deals  out  his  fcur- 
riiities  at  random,  ihould  fome- 
times  happen  to  falute  the  palfenger 
by  his  right  appellation. 


Of  the  Mines  in  Mexico  and  Peru. 
Prom  Dr.  Robe7’tfon'sHiJlGryof  America. 

F  all  the  methods  by  which 
^  riches  may -be  acquired,  that 
of  fearching  for  the  precious  me¬ 
tals  is  one  of  the  mofi:  inviting  to 
men,  who  are  either  unaccufiomed 
to  the  regular  afliduity  with  which 
the  culture  of  the  earth,  and  the 
operations  of  commerce  muft  be 
carried  on,  or  fo  enterprifing 
and  rapacious,  as  not  to  be  fatis- 
fied  with  the  gradual  returns  of 
profit  which  they  yield.  According¬ 
ly,  as  foon  as  the  feveral  countries 
in  America  v/ere  fubjeded  to  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  this  was  al- 
moft  the  only  method  of  acquir¬ 
ing  wealth  which  occurred  to  the 
adventurers,  by  whom  they  were 
conquered.  Such  provinces  of  the 
continent  as  did  not  allure  them  to 
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fettle,  by  the  profped  of  their  af® 
fording  gold  and  filver,  were  to¬ 
tally  negleded.  Thofe  in  which 
they  met  with  a  difappointment  of 
the  fanguine  expedations  they  had 
formed,  were  abandoned.  Even 
the  value  of  the  ifiands,  the  firll 
fruits  of  their  difcoveries,  and  the 
firll  objed  of  their  attention,  funk 
fo  much  in  their  efiimation,  when 
the  mines  which  they  had  opened 
there  were  exhaufied,  that  they 
were  deferted  by  many  of  the  plan¬ 
ters,  and  left  to  be  occupied  by 
more  induftrious  poffelTors.  All 
crowded  to  Mexico  and  Peru,  where 
the  vail  quantities  of  gold  and  fil¬ 
ver  found  among  the  natives,  who 
fearched  for  them  jwith  little  in- 
dullry,  and  lefs  Ikill,  promifed  an 
unexhaulled  llore,  as  the  recom- 
pence  of  more  intelligent  and  per- 
fevering  efforts. 

During  feveral  years,  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  their  refearches  was  kept 
up  by  hope,  rather  than  fuccefs. 
At  length,  the  rich  filver  mines 
of  Potofi,  in  Peru,  were  acciden¬ 
tally  difcovered  in  the  year  1545, 
by  an  Indian,  as  he  was  clamber¬ 
ing  up  the  mountain,  in  purfuit  of  a 
Llama  which  had  ftrayed  from  his 
flock.  Soon  after  the  mines  of 
Sacotecas,  in  New  Spain,  little 
inferior  to  the  other  in  value,  were 
opened.  From  that  time,  fuccef- 
five  difcoveries  have  been  made  in 
both  colonies,  and  filver  mines  are 
now  fo  numerous,  that  the  working 
of  them,  and  of  fome  few  mines  of 
gold  in  the  provinces  of  Tierra 
Firma,  and  the  new  kingdom  of 
Granada,  has  become  the  capital 
occupation  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
is  reduced  into  a  fyllem  nO  lefs 
complicated  than  interelling.  To 
defcribe  the  nature  of  the  various 
ores,  the  mode  of  extradling  them 
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from  tlie  bowels  of  the  earth,  and 
to  explain  the  feveral  procefles  by 
which  the  metals  are  feparated  from 
the  fubllances  with  which  they  are 
mingled,  either  by  the  action  of 
lire,  or  the  attradlive  powers  of 
mercury,  is  the  province  of  the  na¬ 
tural  philofopher  or  chymift,  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  the  hiilorian. 

The  exuberant  profulion  with 
which  the  mountains  of  the  New 
World  poured  forth  their,  treafures, 
aftonifhed  mankind,  accuftomed 
hitherto  to  receive  a  penurious  fup- 
ply  of  the  precious  metals,  from 
the  more  fcanty  ftores  contained  in 
the  mines  of  the  ancient  hemi- 
fphere.  According  to  principles 
of  computation,  which  appear  to 
be  extremely  moderate,  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  gold  and  filver  that  has  been 
regularly  entered  in  the  ports  of 
Spain,  is  equal  in  value  to  four 
millions  fterling  annually,  reckon¬ 
ing  from  the  year  1492,  in  which 
America  was  difcovered  to  the 
prefent  time.  This  in  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-three  years,  amounts 
to  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-two 
millions.  Immenfe  as  this  fum 
is,  the  Spanifli  writers  contend, 
that  as  much  more  ought  to  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  it,  in  confideration  of  the 
treafure  which  has  been  extra£led 
from  the  mines,  without  paying 
duty  to  the  king.  By  this  account, 
Spain  has  drawn  from  the  New 
World  a  fupply  of  wealth,  amount¬ 
ing  at  leaft  to  two  thoufand  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  fterling. 

The  mines,  which  have  yielded 
this  amazing  quantity  of  treafure, 
are  not  worked  at  the  expence  of 
the  crown,  or  of  the  public.  In 
order  to  encourage  private  adven¬ 
turers,  the  perfon  who  difcovers  a 
new  vein,  is  entitled  to  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  iC.  Upon  laying  his  claim 
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before  the  governor  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  a  certain  extent  of  land  is 
meafured  off,  and  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  Indians  allotted  him,  under 
the  obligation  of  his  opening  the 
mine  within  a  limited  time,-  and 
of  his  paying  the  cuftomary  duty 
to  the  king,  for  what  it  fliall  pro¬ 
duce.  Invited  by  the  facility  with 
which  fuch  grants  are  obtained, 
and  encouraged  by  fome  ftriking 
examples  of  iuccefs  in  this  line  of 
adventure;  not  only  the  fanguine 
and  the  bold,  but  the  timid  and 
diffident  enter  upon  it  with  allo- 
nifhing  ardour.  With  vaft  ob- 
jedts  always  in  view,  fed  conti¬ 
nually  with  hope,  and  expefting 
every  moment  that  fortune  will 
unveil  her  fecret  ilores,  and  give 
them  up  to  their  wifhes,  they 
deem  every  other  occupation  inli¬ 
pid  and  unintereiling.  The  charms 
of  this  purfuit,  like  the  rage  for 
deep  play,  are  fo  bewitching,  and 
take  fuch  full  polTeffion  of  the  mind, 
as  even  to  give  a  new  bent  to  the 
natural  temper.  Under  its  in¬ 
fluence,  the  cautious  become  enter- 
prizing,  and  the  covetous  profufe. 
Powerful  as  this  charm  naturally 
is,  its  force  is  augmented  by  the 
arts  of  an  order  of  men  known  in 
Peru,  by  the  cant  name  of fearch- 
ers.  Thefe  are  commonly  perfons 
of  defperate  fortunes,  who,  avail¬ 
ing  themfelves  of  fome  Ikill  in 
mineralogy,  accompanied  with  the 
inlinuating  manner,  and  confident 
pretenfions  peculiar  to  projedlors, 
addrefs  the  wealthy  and  the  cre¬ 
dulous.  By  plaufible  deferiptions 
of  the  appearances  which  they  have 
difcovered  of  rich  veins  hitherto 
unexplored  ;  by  producing,  when 
requilite,  fpecimens  of  promifing 
ore  ;  by  affirming,  with  an  im- 
pofing  aflurance,  that  fuccefs  is 
G  3.  certain, 
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certain,  and  that  the  expence  mull 
be  trifling ;  they  feldom  fail  to 
perfuade.  An  affociation  is  form¬ 
ed  ;  a  fmall  fuin  is  advanced  by 
each  co-partner  ;  the  mine  is  open¬ 
ed  ;  the  fearcher  is  entrufled  with 
the  foie  direftion  of  every  opera¬ 
tion  ;  unforefeen  difficulties  occur  ; 
new  demands  of  money  are  made  ; 
but  amidft  a  fucceffion  of  difap- 
pointments  and  delays,  hope  is 
never  extinguiflied,  and  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  expeftation  hardly  abates. 
For  it  is  obferved,  that  if  any 
perfon  once  enters  this  feducing 
path,  it  is  almofl:  impoffible  to 
ycturn ;  his  ideas  alter,  he  feems 
to  be  poflefled  with  another  fpi- 
rit,  viiions  of  imaginary  wealth 
are  continually  before  his  eyes,  and 
he  thinks,  and  fpeaks,  and  dreams 
flf  nothing  elfe. 

Such  is  the  fpirit  that  muft  be 
formed,  wherever  the  adive  exer¬ 
tions  of  any  fociety  are  chiefly  em¬ 
ployed  in  working  mines  of  gold 
and  filver.  No  fpirit  is  more  ad- 
verfe  to  fuch  improvement  in  agri¬ 
culture  and  commerce,  as  render  a 
nation  really  opulent.  If  the  fyf- 
tem  of  adminiflration  in  the  Spa- 
nilh  colonies  had  been  founded 
upon  principles  of  found  policy, 
the  power  and  ingenuity  of  the 
legiflature  would  have  been  exerted 
with  as  much  ardour,  in  reflraining 
its  fubjeds  from  fuch  pernicious 
induflry,  as  is  now  employed  in 
alluring  them  towards  it.  “  Pro- 
jeds  of  mining  (fays  a  good  judge 
of  the  political  condud  of  nations) 
inflead  of  replacing  the  capital  em¬ 
ployed  in  them,  together  with  the 
ordinary  profit  of  flock,  commonly 
abforo  both  capital  and  profit. 
They  are  the  projeds,  therefore,  to 
which,  of  all  others,  a  prudent 
hw-giver,  who  deflred  to  increafe 
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the  capital  of  his  nation,  would 
leafl  chufe  to  give  any  extraordinary 
encouragement,  or  to  turn  towards 
them  a  greater  lhare  of  that  capital 
than  would  go  to  them  of  its  own 
accord.  Such,  in  reality,  is  the  ab- 
furd  confidence  which  ail  men 
have  in  their  own  good  fortune, 
that  wherever  there  is  the  leafl  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs,  too  great  a 
{hire  of  it  is  apt  to  go  to  them  of 
its  own  accord.’*  But  in  the  Spa- 
nifli  colonies,  government  is  flu- 
dious  to  cherilh  a  fpirit  which  it 
Ihould  have  laboured  to  deprefs, 
and  by  the  fandion  of  its  approba¬ 
tion  augments  that  inconfiderate 
credulity,  which  has  turned  the 
adive  induflry  of  Mexico  and  Pern 
into  fuch  an  improper  channel. 
To  this  may  be  imputed  the  flender 
progrefs  which  they  have  made 
during  two  centuries  and  a  half, 
either  in  ufeful  manufadures,  or 
in  thofe  lucrative  branches  of  culti¬ 
vation,  which  furnifh  the  colonies 
of  other  nations  with  their  ftaple 
commodities.  In  comparifon  with 
the  precious  metals,  every  bounty 
of  nature  is  fo  much  defpifed,  that 
this  extravagant  idea  of  their  va¬ 
lue  has  mingled  with  the  idiom  of 
the  language  in  America,  and  the 
Spaniards  fettled  there  denominate 
a  country,  ric^j  not  from  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  its  foil,  the  abundance  of 
its  crops,  or  the  exuberance  of  its 
paflures,  but  on  account  of  the  mi-- 
nerals  which  its  mountains  contain. 
In  queft  of  thefe,  they  abandon  the 
delightful  plains  of  Peru  and  Mexi¬ 
co,  and  refort  to  barren  and  un¬ 
comfortable  regions,  where  they 
have  built  forne  of  the  largeft  towns 
which  they  poflhfs  in  the  New 
World.  As  the  adivity  and  en- 
terprife  of  the  Spaniards  originally 
tQok  this  diredion,  it  is  now  fo 

difficult 
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difficult  to  bend  them  a  different 
wav,  that  although,  from  various 
caufes,  the  gain  of  working  mines 
is  much  decreafed  ;  the  falcination 
continues,  and  almoft  every  perfon, 
who  takes  any  active  part  in  the 
commerce  of  New  Spain  or  Peru, 
is  llill  engaged  in  fome  adventure 
of  this  kind. 


Obfervations  on  the  Formation  of  Ice - 
tflands  ;  and  on  the  Exiftence  of  a 
Southern  Continent,  Extracted 
from  Cook’i  Voyage. 

I  HAD  now  made  the  circuit 
of  the  Southern  Ocean  in  a 
high  latitude,  and  traverfed  it  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  leave  not  the 
leaf!:  room  for  the  poffibility  of 
there  being  a  continent,  unlefs 
near  the  pole,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  navigation.  By  twice  vifiting 
the  tropical  fea,  I  had  not  only 
fettled  the  fituation  of  fome  old  dis¬ 
coveries,  but  made  there  many 
new  ones,  and  left,  I  conceive, 
very  little  more  to  be  done  even  in 
that  part.  Thus  I  flatter  myfelf, 
that  the  intention  of  the  voyage 
has,  in  every  refpedl,  been  fully 
anfwered  ;  the  fouthern  hemifphere 
fufficiently  explored  ;  and  a  final 
end  put  to  the  fearching  after  a 
fouthern  continent,  which  has,  at 
times,  ingroffed  the  attention  of 
fome  of  the  maritime  powers,  for 
near  two  centuries  part,  and  been 
a  favourite  theory  amongft  the  geo¬ 
graphers  of  all  ages. 

That  there  may  be  a  continent, 
or  large  trad  of  land,  near  the 
pole,  I  will  not  deny ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  there  is  y 
and  it  is  probable  that  we  have  feen 
a  part  of  it.  The  exceffive  cold, 
the  many  iflands  and  vail  floats  of 
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ice,  all  tend  to  prove  that  there 
muft  be  land  to  the  fouth  ;  and 
for  my  perfuafion  that  this  fouthern 
land  mull:  lie,  or  extend,  farthefl 
to  the  north,  oppofite  to  the  fou¬ 
thern  atlantic  and  Indian  oceans. 

I  have  already  aiTigned  fome  rea- 
fons  ;  to  which  I  may  add  the 
greater  degree  of  cold  experienced 
by  us  in  thefe  feas,  than  in  the 
fouthern  pacific  ocean  under  the 
fame  parallels  of  latitude. 

In  this  lall  ocean,  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  feldom  fell  fo 
low  as  the  freezing  point,  till  we 
were  in  60^  and  upwards  ;  where¬ 
as  in  the  others,  it  fell  as  low  in 
the  latitude  of  54°.  This  was 
certainly  owing  to  there  being  a 
greater  quantity  of  ice,  and  to  its 
extending  farther  to  the  north,  in 
thefe  two  feas  than  in  the  fouth 
pacific  ;  and  if  ice  be  firft  formed 
at,  or  near  land,  of  which  I  have 
no  doubt,  it  will  follow  that  the 
land  alfo  extends  farther  north. 

The  formation  or  coagulation  of 
ice-iflands  has  not,  to  my  know¬ 
ledge,  been  thoroughly  inveftigat- 
ed.  Some  have  fuppofed  them  to 
be  formed  by  the  freezing  of  the 
water  at  the  mouths  of  large'rivers, 
or  great  catarafts,  where  they  ac¬ 
cumulate  till  they  are  broken  off 
by  their  own  weight.  My  obfer- 
vations  will  not  allow  me  to  ac- 
quiefee  in  this  opinion  ;  becaufe 
we  never  found  any  of  the  ice  which 
we  took  up  incorporated  with 
earth,  or  any  of  its  produce,  as  I 
think  it  mufl:  have  been,  had  it 
been  coagulated  in  land  waters.  It 
is  a  doubt  with  me,  whether  there 
be  any  rivers  in  thefe  countries. 
It  is  certain,  that  we  faw  not  a 
river,  or  flream  of  water,  on  all 
the  coaft  of  Georgia,  nor  on  any 
of  the  fouthern  lands.  Nor  did 
G  4  we 
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we  ever  fee  a  ftream  of  water  run 
from  any  of  the  ice-i|lands.  How 
are  we  then  to  fuppofe  that  there 
are  large  rivers  ?  The  vallies  are 
povered,  many  fathoms  deep,  with 
gverlailing  fnovv  5  and,  at  the  fea, 
f.hey  terminate  in  icy  cliffs  of  vaft 
height,  It  ip  here  where  the  ice- 
iilands  are  formed  |  not  from  ftreams 
pf  water,  but  from  confolidated 
^  fnovv  and  fleet,  which  is,  almoft 
continually,  falling  or  drifting 
down  from  the  mountains,  efpe- 
pially  in  the  winter,  when  the  frofl 
piuft  be  intenfe.  During  that  fea- 
fon,  the  ice  cliffs  mull  fo  accumu^ 
|ate  as  to  fill  up  all  the  bays,  be 
ihey  ever  fo  large.  This  is  a  fadl 
which  cannot  be  doubted, 1  as  we 
have  feen  it  fo  in  fummer.  Thefe 
cliffs  accumulate  by  continual  falls 
pf  fnovv,  and  what  drifts  from  the 
snountains,  till  they  are  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  their  ovyn  weight  ; 
and  then  large  pieces  break  off, 
which  we  call  ice  iflands.  Such  as 
have  a  flat  even  furface,  mull  be 
‘  pf  the  ice  'formed  in  the  bays,  and 
before  the  flat  vallies ;  the  others, 
which  have  a  tapering  unequal 
furface,  mull  be  formed  on,  or 
under,  the  fide  of  a  coafl  compofed 
pf  pointed  rocks  and  precipices, 
pr  fome  fuch  uneven  furfaae.  For 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  fnow  alone, 
|is  it  falls,  can  form,  on  a  plain 
furface,  fuch  as  the  fea,  fuch  a 
l/griety  of  high  peaks  and  hills, 
as  we  faw  on  many  of  the  ice 
ifles.  It  is  certainly  more  reafon- 
abie  to  belieye  that  they  are  formed 
on  a  coafl  whole  furface  is  fome- 
thin-g  fimiiar  to  theirso  I  haveob- 
ferved  that  all  the  ice  iflands  of  any 
extent,  and  before  they  begin  to 
break  to  pieces,  are  terminated  by 
perpendicular  cliffs  of  clear  ice  or 
-  Ihpvxn  fnqW;^  always  oq  onu  cr 
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more  fldes,  but  moft  generally  ali  i 
round.  Many,  and  thofe  of  ths 
largefl  fize,  which  had  a  hilly  and 
fpiral  furface,  fhewed  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  cliff  or  flde  from  the  fummit'' 
of  the  highefl  peak  down  to  its 
bafe.  This  to  me  was  a  convinc¬ 
ing  proof,  that  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  flat  ifles,  muft  have  broken  o:^ 
from  fubftances  like  themfelves  ; 
that  is,  from  fome  large  tradl  of 
ice. 

When  I  confider  the  vafl  quan¬ 
tity  of  ice  we  faw,  and  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  places  to  the  pole 
where  it  is  formed,  and  where 
the  degrees  of  longitude  are  very 
frnail,  1  am  led  to  believe  that 
thefe  ice  cliffs  extend  a  good  way 
into  the  fea,  in  fome  parts,  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  as  are  fheltered  from 
the  violence  of  the  winds.  It  may 
even  he  doubted  if  ever  the  wind 
is  violent  in  the  vfery  high  lati¬ 
tudes.  And  that  the  fea  will  freeze 
over,  or  the  fnow  that  falls  upon  ' 
it,  which  amounts  to  the  fame 
thing,  we  have  inflan.ces  in  the 
northern  hemifphere.  The  Baltic, 
the  Gulph  of  Saint  Laurence,  the 
Straits  of  Belle-Ifle,  and  many 
other  equally  large  feas,  are  fre¬ 
quently  frozen  over  in  winter. 
Nor  is  this  at  all  extraordinary ; 
for  we  have  found  the  degree  of 
cold  at  the  furface  of  the  fea,  even 
in  fummer,  to  be  two  degrees  be- 
low  the  freezing  point ;  confe- 
quently  nothing  kept  it  from  freez¬ 
ing  but  the  falls  it  contains,  and 
the  agitation  of  its  furface.  When¬ 
ever  this  lafl  ceafeth  in  winter, 
when  the  frofl  is  fet  in,  and  there 
comes  a  fall  of  fnovv,  it  will  freeze 
o.n  the  furface  as  it  falls,  and  in 
a  few  days,  or  perhaps  in  one 
night,  form  fuch  a  Iheet  of  ice  as 
V/iil  not  be  eafily  broken  up. 
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Thus  a  foundation  will  be  laid  for 
it  to  accumulate  to  any  thicknefs 
by  falls  of'fnow,  without  its  being 
at  all  necefiary  for  the  fea  water 
to  freeze.  It  may  be,  by  this 
means,  thefe  vaft  floats  of  low  ice 
we  find  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
are  formed,  and  which,  after  they 
break  up,  are  carried  by  the  cur¬ 
rents  to  the  north.  For,  from  all 
the  obfervations  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  the  currents  every  where, 
in  the  high  latitudes,  fet  to  the 
north,  or  to  the  N.  E.  or  N.  W. ; 
but  we  have  very  feldom  found 
them  confiderable. 

If  this  imperfedl  account  of  the 
formation  of  thefe  extraordinary 
floating  iflands  of  ice,  which  is 
written  wholly  from  my  own  ob¬ 
fervations,  does  not  convey  fome 
ufeful  hints  to  an  abler  pen,  it 
will,  however,  convey  fome  idea 
of  the  lands  where  they  are  form¬ 
ed.  Lands  doomed  by  nature  to 
perpetual  frigidnefs  ;  never  to  feel 
the  warmth  of  the  fun’s  rays ; 
whofe  horrible  and  favage  afpeft 
I  have  not  words  to  defcribe.  Such 
are  the  lands  we  have  difcovered  ; 
what  then  may  we  expcdl  thofe  to 
be,  which  lie  ftill  farther  to  the 
fouth  ?  For  we  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  that  we  have  feen  the  beft,  as 
lying  mofl;  to  the  north.  If  any 
one  fliould  have  refolution  and  per- 
feverance  to  clear  up  this  point  by 
proceeding  farther  than  I  have 
done,  I  fliall  not  envy  him  th'e 
honour  of  the  difcovery  ;  but  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  world  will 
not  be  benefited  by  it. 

I  had,  at  this  time,  fome  thouo-hts 
of  revificing  the  place  where  the 
French  difcovery  is  laid  to  lie.  But 
then  I  confidered  that,  if  they  had 
really  made  this  difcovery,  the  end 
woujd  be  as  fully  anfvvered  as  if  I 
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had  done  it  myfelf.  We  know  it 
can  only  be  an  ifland  ;  and  if  we 
judge  from  the  degree  of  cold  w'e 
found  in  that  latitude,  it  cannot  be 
a  fertile  one.  Befides,  this  would 
have  kept  me  two  months  longer 
at  fea,  and  in  a  tempefluous  la¬ 
titude,  which  we  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  ftruggle  with.  Our 
fails  and  rigging  were  fo  much 
worn,  that  lomething  was  giving 
way  every  hour  ;  and  we  had  no¬ 
thing  left,  either  to  repair  or  to 
replace  them.  Our  provifions 
were  in  a  flate  of  decay,  and  con- 
fequently  afforded  little  nourifli- 
ment,  and  we  had  been  a  long 
time  without  refrefhments.  My 
people,  indeed,  were  yet  healthy, 
and  would  have  chearfully  gone 
wherever  I  had  thought  proper  to 
lead  them  ;  but  I  dreaded  the  feur- 
vy  laying  hold  of  them,  at  a  time 
when  we  had  nothing  left  to  re¬ 
move  it.  I  muft  fay  farther,  that 
it  would  have  been  cruel  in  me  to 
have  continued  the  fatigues  and 
hardfhips  they  were  continually 
expofed  to,  longer  than  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary.  Their  behaviour, 
throughout  the  whole  voyage,  me¬ 
rited  every  indulgence  which  it  was 
in  my  power  to  give  them.  Ani¬ 
mated  by  the  conduft  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  they  fhewed  tbemfelves  capa¬ 
ble  of  furmounting  every  difficulty 
and  danger  which  came  in  their 
way,  and  never  once  looked  either 
upon  the  one  or  the  other,  as  being 
at  all  heightened,  by  our  fepara- 
tion  from  our  confort  the  Adven¬ 
ture. 

All  thefe  confiderations  induced 
me  to  lay  afide  looking  for  the 
French  difeoveries,  and  to  fleer 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  with 
a  refolution,  however,  of  looking 
for  the  Ifies  of  Denia  and  Marfe- 

veen. 
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veen,  which  are  laid  down  in  Dr. 
Halley^s  variation  chart  in  the  la¬ 
titude  of  41  S.,  and  about  4^ 

of  longitude  to  the  eaft  of  the  me- 
ridian  of,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop©. 
With  this  view  1  lleered  N.  E.  with 
a  hard  gale  at  N.  W,  and  thick 
weather;  and  on  the  25th,  at 
noon,  faw  the  lalf  ice-iiland, 
being  at  this  time  in  the  latitude 
of  52*^  52'S.  longitude  26‘^3i'E. 


Account  of  fe‘veral  Water  Spouts  ob- 
feroued  in  the  South  Seas  by  Mr. 
Foriler. 

IN  the  afternoon,  about  four 
o’clock,  we  were  nearly  oppo- 
hte  Cape  Stephens,  and  had  little 
or  no  wind.  We  obferved  thick 
clouds  to  the  S.  W.  about  that 
time,  and  faw  that  it  rained  on  all 
the  fouthern  parts  of  that  cape.  On 
a  fudden  a  whitifh  fpot  appeared  on 
the  fea  in  that  quarter,  and  a  co¬ 
lumn  arofe  out  of  it,  looking  like 
a  glafs  tube  ;  another  feemed  to 
come  down  from  the  clouds  to  meet 
this,  and  they  made  a  coalition, 
forming  what  is  commonly  called  a 
water-fpout.  A  little  while  after  v\e 
took  notice  of  three  other  columns, 
which  were  formed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  firft.  The  neareil 
of  all  thefe  was  about  three  miles 
dihant,  and  its  apparent  diameter, 
as  far  as  we  could  guefs,  might  be 
about  feventy  fathom  at  the  bafe. 
We  found  our  thermometer  at56|- 
when  this  phsenomenon  firft  took 
its  rife.  The  nature  of  water- 
fpouts  and  their  caufes  being  hi¬ 
therto  very  little  known,  wo  were 
extremely  attentive  to  mark  every 
little  circumftance  attendant  on  this 
appearance.  Their  bafe,  where 
the  water  of  the  fea  was  violently 
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agitated,  and-rofe  in  a  fpiral  fons 
in  vapours,  was  a  broad  fpot, 
which  looked  bright  and  yellowifh 
when  illuminated  by  the  fun.  The 
column  was  of  a  cylindrical  forrn, 
rather  encreafing  in  width  towards 
the  upper  extremity.  Thefe  co¬ 
lumns  moved  forward  on  the  furface 
of  the  fea,  and  the  clouds  not  fol¬ 
lowing  them  with  equal  rapidity, 
they  affumed  a  bent  or  incurvated 
lhape,  and  frequently  appeared 
crofting  each  other,  evidently  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  different  diredlions ; 
from  whence  we  concluded,  that  it 
being  calm,  each  of  thefe  water- 
fpouts  caufed  a  wind  of  its  own. 
At  iaft  they  broke  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  being  probably  too  much 
diftended  by  the  difference  between 
their  motion  and  that  of  the  clouds. 
In  proportion  as  the  clouds  came 
nearer  to  us,  the  fea  appeared  more 
and  more  covered  with  fhort  broken 
waves,  and  the  wind  continually 
veered  all  round  thecompafs,  with¬ 
out  fixing  in  any  point.  We  foon 
faw  a  fpot  on  the  fea,  within  two 
hundred  fathom  of  us,  in  a  violent 
agitation.  The  water,  in  a  fpace 
of  fifty  or  ftxty  fathoms,  moved 
towards  the  centre,  and  their  ri¬ 
ling  into  vapour,  by  the  force  of 
the  whirling  motion,  afeended  in 
a  fpiral  form  towards  the  clouds. 
Some  hailftones  fell  on  board  about 
this  time,  and  the  clouds  looked 
exceedingly  black  and  louring 
above  us.  Direftly  over  the  whirl¬ 
pool,  if  I  may  fo  call  the  agitated 
fpot  on  the  fea,  a  cloud  gradually 
tapered  into  a  long  ftender  tube, 
which  feemed  to  defeend  to  meet 
the  rifing  fpiral,  and  foon  united 
with  it  into  a  ftrait  column  of  a 
cylindrical  form.  We  could  di- 
ftindlly  obferve  the  water  hurled 
upwards  with  the  greateft  violence 
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in  a  fpiral,  and  it  appeared  that  it 
left  a  hollow  fpace  in  the  centre  ; 
fo  that  we  concluded  the  water  only 
formed  a  hollow  tube,  inftead  of 
a  folid  column.  We  were  ftrongly 
confirmed  in  this  belief  by  the  co¬ 
lour,  which  was  exaftly  like  any 
hollow  glafs-tube.  After  fome 
time  the  laft  water-fpout  was  in- 
curvated  and  broke  like  the  others, 
with  this  difference,  that  its  dif- 
jundlion  was  attended  with  a  flafh 
of  lightning,  but  no  explolion  was 
heard.  Our  fituation  during  all 
this  time  was  very  dangerous  and 
alarming ;  a  phaencmenon  which 
carried  fo  much  terrific  majelly  in 
it,  and  connedled  as  it  were  the 
fea  wiih  the  clouds,  made  our  oldeft 
mariners  uneafy  and  at  a  lofs  how 
to  behave  ;  for  moft  of  them, 
though  they  had  viewed  water- 
fpouts  at  a  djUance,  yet  had  never 
been  fo  befet  with  them  as  we  were  ; 
and  all  without  exception  had  heard 
dreadfal  accounts  of  their  perni¬ 
cious  effedls,  when  they  happened 
to  break  over  a  fhip.  Vv’e  prepared 
indeed  for  the  word,  by  cluing  up 
our  topfails ;  but  it  was  the  gene¬ 
ral  opinion  that  our  mads  and 
yards  mud  have  gone  to  wreck  if 
we  had  been  drawn  into  the  vortex. 
It  was  hinted  that  firing  a  gun  had 
commonly  fucceeded  in  breaking 
water* fpouts,  by  the  drong  vibra¬ 
tion  it  caufes  in  the  air ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  a  four  pounder  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  got  ready,  but  our  peo¬ 
ple  being,  as  ufual,  very  dilatory 
about  it,  the  danger  was  pad  be- 
Tore  we  could  try  this  experiment. 
How  far  eleflricity  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  caufe  of  this  pha^no- 
menon,  we  could  not  determine 
with  any  precifion  ;  fo  much  how¬ 
ever  feems  certain,  that  it  has  fome 
conne<fUon  with  it,  from  the  flafh 
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of  lightning,  which  was  plainly 
obferved  at  the  burding  of  the  lad 
column-  The  whole  lime,  from 
their  fird  appearance  to  the  diflb- 
lution  of  the  lad,  was  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  It  was  five 
o’clock  when  the  latter  happened, 
and  the  thermometer  then  flood  at 
54°  or  2|  degrees  lower,  than  whea 
they  began  to  make  their  appear¬ 
ance.  The  depth  of  water  we  had 
under  us  was  thirty-fix  fathom. 
The  place  we  were  in  was  analo¬ 
gous  to  mod  places  where  water- 
fpouts  have  been  obferved,  inaf- 
much  as  it  was  in  a  narrow  fea  or 
drait.  Dr.  Shaw  and  Thevenot 
faw  them  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Perfian  Gulph  ;  and  they  are  com¬ 
mon  in  the  Wed  Indies,  the  Straits 
of  Malacca,  and  the  Chinefe  fea. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  were  not  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  make  any  re¬ 
markable  difeoveries  in  regard  to 
this  phaenomenon  ;  all  ourobferva- 
tions  only  tend  to  confirm  the  fails 
already  noticed  by  others,  and 
which  are  fo  largely  commented 
upon  by  the  learned  Dr.  Benjamin. 
Franklin,  F.  R.  S.  His  ingenious 
hypothefis,  that  whirlwinds  and 
water-fpouts  have  a  common  ori¬ 
gin,  has  not  been  invalidated  by 
our  obfervations.  We  refer  our 
philofophical  readers  to  his  papers, 
as  containing  the  mod  complete 
and  fatisfailory  account  of  water- 
fpouts. 


Singular  Cafe  of  a  Boy  fruck  ^ith 
tiorror  at  an  Execution  in  France, 

AMES  DEREAU,  apprentice 
to  an  engraver,  aged  fourteen 
years,  born  at  Fontainebleau,  lived 
in  the  dreet  d’Enfer  in  Paris,  near 
the  Fo^it  Rouge,  with  his  mader  the 
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Sieur  Montabon,  who  occupied  an 
apartment,  two  chambers  of  which 
look  towards  the  Greve, 

This  youth  was  in  one  of  thofe 
chambers,  with  one  Leroux,  his 
companion.  May  6,  the  day  of  the 
execution  of  des  Rues  :  his  mailer, 
miftrefs,  and  fome  of  their  friends, 
were  in  the  other  chamber. 

At  the  moment  of  the  criminal’s 
leaving  the  Town-houfe,  Dereau, 
apprized  by  his  companion,  felt  an 
extraordinary  emotion  :  this  agita¬ 
tion  was  prodigioufly  increafed 
when  this  unfortunate  wretch  was 
thrown  into  the  fire.  Dereau  was 
inflantly  feized  with  a  violent  head- 
ach,  and  a  great  fuffocation  and 
uneafinefs.  In  the  night  he  was 
diflurbed  by  frightful  dreams  ;  the 
cbjedt  that  had  llruck  him  remain¬ 
ed  flrongly  imprelTed  on  his  brain. 
Next  day  his  diforder  and  uneafi¬ 
nefs  increafed  ;  on  the  9th  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hofpital  of  Chari¬ 
ty  ;  he  continued  in  the  fame  fitu- 
ation  for  above  a  month.  He  had 
alfo  a  fever,  all  his  motions  were 
convulfive,  his  looks  were  expref- 
iive  of  fright ;  the  leaft  noife,  the 
approach  of  thofe  who  took  care  of 
him,  feemed  to  infpire  him  with 
horror.  He  uttered  inceffantly, 
by  day  and  night,  deep  and  bitter 
cries ;  he  forcibly  kept  his  eyes 
ihut ;  he  refufed  all  food  and  me¬ 
dicines  ;  he  was  extremely  weak 
and  emaciated  ;  at  length  he  had  a 
cramp,  which  lafted  forty-eight 
hours.  7Tis  alarming  attack 
yielded  to  the  application  of  blif- 
ters ;  but  at  the  fame  time  his  bel¬ 
ly  fwelied.  This  new  fymptom 
was  fuccefsfully  combated  by  bark 
gUflers,  and  from  that  time  the 
violence  of  the  diforder  abated. 
7^he  boy  began  to  open  his  eyes, 
and  ventured  to  look  at  the  objeds 
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round  him  ;  his  cries  were  lefs  fre¬ 
quent ;  his  difpofition,  naturally 
gentle  and  weak,  made  him  tract¬ 
able.  He  had  two  abfceffes  formed 
near  the  loins  ;  they  were  opened, 
and  foon  healed.  He  left  the  ho¬ 
fpital  Aug.  I,  having  recovered 
his  flefh  and  all  his  fenfes.  No¬ 
thing  remains  but  a  little  oppreffion 
and  difficulty  of  expreffing  himfelf, 
and  a  voice  almofl  loft  ;  inftead  of 
which  he  afferts  that  his  pronunci¬ 
ation  was  clear,  and  his  voice  fo- 
norous.  This  remarkable  diforder 
is  not  the  only  one  occafioned  by 
the  wretched  des  Rues ;  a  woman, 
ill  before,  it  is  true,  was  fo  affected 
by  the  particulars  of  his  villainy, 
that  Ihe  thought  herfelf  fufpeded 
of  being  his  accomplice  ;  and  this 
impreffion  deprived  this  poor  crea¬ 
ture  of  her  fenfes,  fo  that  ftie  threw 
herfelf  out  at  window  from  a  third, 
ftory,  but  did  not  lofe  her  life  by 
the  fall. 


Account  of  the  JAildeav,  confidered  as 
the  principal  Caufe  of  Epidemic 
Eifeafes  among  the  Cattle  ;  nvith 
Dirediions  co7icernifig  the  Manner 
of  treating  thefe  Difeafes» 

MJ.  S.  Segar,  the  author  of 
•  a  treatife  upon  this  fubjeft, 
obferves  that  the  mildew,  which  he 
confiders  as  a  kind  of  ruft,  is  of  fuch 
a  lharp  and  corrofive  nature  that  it 
raifes  blifters  on  the  feet  of  the 
fhepherds,  who  go  bare-foot,  and 
even  confumes  the  hoofs  of  the  cat¬ 
tle.  He  fufpeds  that  it  has  more 
or  lefs  the  quality  of  arfenic,  though 
he  does  not  pretend  to  affirm  this 
pofitively.  Its  pernicious  influ¬ 
ence,  according  to  him,  is  rendered 
ftili  more  powerful  by  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  fuch  as  fending  the 

cattle 
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cattle  into  the  fields  too  early  in 
the  fpring,  their  drinking  water 
mixed  with  ice,  or  but  lately  thaw¬ 
ed,  their  being  kept  in  ftables  that 
are  too  clofe  and  filthy,  and  are 
not  fufficiently  aired.  The  mildew, 
producing  the  difeafe,  is  that  which 
dries  and  burns  the  grafs  and  leaves. 
It  falls  ufually  in  the  morning, 
particularly  after  a  thunder-fiorm. 
Its  poilonous  quality,  (which  does 
not  continue  above  twenty-four 
hours)  never  operates,  but  when  it 
has  been  fwallowed  immediately 
after  its  falling.  The  diforder,  it 
occafions,  attacks  the  llomach,  is 
accompanied  with  pimples  on  the 
tongue,  with  lofs  of  appetite,  with 
the  deficcation  of  the  aliments  in 
the  ftomach,  with  a  cough  and  a 
difficulty  of  refpiration.  As  a  pre- 
fervative,  the  author  prefcribes 
purging  in  fpring  and  in  winter. 
The  medicine  he  advifes  is  com- 
pofed  of  thirty  grains  of  fulphur  of 
antimony  and  fixty  grains  of  refin 
of  jalap.  He  is  againll  vomiting, 
and  every  thing  that  is  of  a  heating 
nature. 


Account  of  a  poifonous  Fijh  found  in 
the  South  Seas,  by  Capt.  Cook. 

I  ^HIS  fifh  was  of  the  genus  by 
LinncEUs  named  tetraodon. 
It  refembled  in  fliape  the  fun-fifh, 
and  had  a  large,  long,  ugly  head. 
During  the  flay  of  the  Refolution 
at  the  ifland  of  New  Caledonia,  the 
captain’s  clerk  had  purchafed  it 
from  one  of  the  natives,  who  had 
killed  it,  with  a  fpear.  Cap'tain 
Cook  having  no  fufpicion  of  its 
being  of  a  poifonous  nature,  or¬ 
dered  it  to  be  dreffed  for  fupper, 
but  fortunately  the  operations  of 
drawing  and  defcribing  it  took  up 
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fo  much  time,  that  the  liver  and 
roe  only  were  ferved  up  that  even¬ 
ing,  and  the  remainder  preferved 
for  the  next  day.  As  the  liver  was 
large  and  oily,  though  without  any 
particular  bad  tafte,  the  captain 
and  the  two  Mr.  Forllers  only  tailed 
it.  About  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  Mr.  Forller  awaking 
found  himfelf  extremely  giddy,  and 
his  hands  and  feet  entirely,  as  it 
were,  benumbed.  He  got  up, 
and  was  fcarcely  able  to  Hand ; 
and  Captain  Cook  and  the  younger 
Mr.  Forfler,  upon  being  awakened, 
found  themfelves  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion.  The  fymptoms  were  fome- 
what  alarming.  Their  limbs  were 
benumbed,  and  without  fenfation, 
fo  that  they  could  not  diftinguifh 
between  light  and  heavy  bodies ; 
the  blood  had  left  their  cheeks, 
their  lips  became  livid,  and  a  great 
degree  of  languor  and  opprefiioii 
had  taken  place.  Emetics  were 
adminiftered  to  them  by  the  fur- 


geon,  Mr.  Patton,  and  afterwards 
ludorifics.  Thefe  medicines  gave 
them  great  relief,  and  in  a  few  days 
they  were  all  rellored  to  health 
without  any  bad  confequences  re¬ 
maining.  Some  dogs  which  had 
feized  upon  the  remains  of  the  liver 
were  taken  extremely  ill,  and  a  pig 
which  had  eaten  the  entrails  of  the 
fifh  died  foon  after,  being  fwelled 
to  an  unufual  fize.  The  day  after 
the  fifh  was  purchafed,  fome  of  the 
natives  came  on  board.  At  fight 
of  the  fifli,  which  was  hung  under 
the  half-deck,  they  made  figns  that 
itoccafioned  pains  in  the  llomach, 
drowfinel's  and  death  ;  and  when 
it  was  offered  them  they  refufed  it 
with  the  llrongell  marks  of  aver- 
fion. — The  fifli  was  preferved  by 
Mr.  Forller  in  fpirits  of  wine,  and 
brought  over  to  England. 


On 
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Oz?  the  Food  or  Nutriment  of  Plants, 
extracted  from  the  Notes  of  Dodior 
Hunter’j  Edition  of  Evelyn’^ 
Sylva. 

IT  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
to  determine  what  is  the  food 
of  plants.  Upon  that  quellion  phi- 
lofophers  have  widely  differed. 
From  a  number  of  experiments, 
accurately  conduced,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  ail  vegetables,  from  the 
hylTop  upon  the  wall  to  the  cedar 
of  Lebanon,  receive  their  principal 
nourifhment  from  oily  particles 
incorporated  with  water,  by  means 
of  an  alkaline  fait  or  abforbent 
earth.  Till  oil  is  made  mifcible, 
it  is  unable  to  enter  the  radical 
velTels  of  vegetables ;  and,  on  that 
account,  providence  has  bounti¬ 
fully  fupplied  all  natural  foils  with 
chalky  or  other  abforbent  particles. 
I  fay  natural  foils,  for  thofe  which 
have  been  affifted  by  art  are  full  of 
materials  fo*r  that  purpofe ;  fuch 
as  lime,  marl,  foap-aflies,  and  the 
volatile  alkaline  fait  of  putrid 
dunghills.  It  may  be  afked, 
whence  do  natural  foils  receive  their 
oily  particles  ?  I  anfwer,  the  air 
fupplies  them.  During  the  fum- 
mer  months,  the  atmofphere  is  full 
of  putrid  exhalations  arifing  from 
the  fleam  of  dunghills,  the  perfpi- 
ration  of  animals  and  fmoak. 
Every  fliower  brings  d®wn  thefe 
oleaginous  particles  for  the  nourifh- 
ment  of  plants. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Tull,  and 
others,  have  contended  for  earth’s 
being  the  food  of  plants.  If  fo, 
all  foils  equally  tilled  would  prove 
equally  prolific.  The  increafed 
fertility  of  a  welLpulverifed  foil, 
induced  him  to  imagine  that  the 
plow  could  fo  minutely  divide  the 
particles  of  earth,  as  to  fit  them 
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for  entering  into  the  roots  of  plants^ 
An  open  foil,  if  not  too  light  in  its 
own  nature,  will  always  produce 
plentiful  crops.  It  readily  receives 
the  air,  rains,  and  dews  into  its 
bofom,  and  at  the  fame  time  gives 
the,  roots  of  plants  a  free  paffage  in 
quefl  of  food.  This  is  the  true  rea- 
fon  why  land  well  tilled  is  fo 
remarkably  fruitful. — •= — Water  is 
thought,  by  fome,  to  be  the  food 
of  vegetables,  when  in  reality  it  is 
only  the  vehicle  of  nourifliment. 
Water  is  an  heterogeneous  fluid, 
and  is  no  where  to  be  found  pure. 
It  always  contains  a  folution  of 
animal  or  vegetable  fubflances. 
Thefe  conflitute  the  nourilhment  of 
plants,  and  the  eiement  in  which 
they  are  minutely  fufpended,  ads 
only  as  a  vehicle,  in  guiding  them 
through  the  fine  vefleis  of  the  ve¬ 
getable  body.  The  hyacinth,  and 
other  bulbous  roots,  are  known  to 
perfed  their  flowers  in  pure  water. 
Hence  fuperficial  obfervers  have 
drawn  an  argument  in  favour  of 

O 

water  being  the  food  of  vegetables. 
But  the  truth  is,  the  roots,  ftem, 
and  flowers  of  fuch  plants  are  nou- 
rilhed  by  the  mucilaginous  juices 
of  the  bulb,  diluted  by  the  fur- 
rounding  water.  This  mucilage  is 
jufl  fuflicient  to  perfed  the  flower-— 
and  no  more.  Such  a  bulb  neither 
forms  feeds,  nor  fends  forth  oiF- 
fets.  At  the  end  of  the  feafon,  it 
appears  weak,  flirivelled,  and  ex- 
haufted,  and  is  rendered  unfit  to 
produce  flovvers  the  fucceeding 
year.  A  root  of  the  fame  kind, 
that  has  been  fed  by  the  oily  and 
mucilaginous  juices  of  the  earth, 
elTentially  differs  in  every  particu¬ 
lar.  It  has  a  plump  appearance, 
is  full  of  mucilage — with  oif-fets 
upon  its  fides.  All  rich  foils,  in  a 
flate  of  nattire,  contain  oil ;  and 


NATURAL 

in  thofe  lands  which  have  been  un¬ 
der  the  plow  for  fome  years,  it  is 
found  in  proportion  to  the  quantity 
of  putrid  dung  that  has  been  laid 
upon  them,  making  an  allowance 
for  the  crops  they  have  fuftained. — 
To  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light, 
let  us  attend  to  the  eftefts  of  ma¬ 
nures  of  an  oily  nature,  and  we 
fliall  foon  be  fatiafied  that  oil,  how¬ 
ever  modified,  is  one  of  the  chief 
things  concerned  in  vegetation. 
Rape-duft,  when  laid  upon  land, 
is  a  fpeedy  and  certain'  manure, 
though  an  expenfive  one,  and  will 
generally  anfwer  bell  on  a  lime- 
llone  land,  or  where  the  foil  has 
been  moderately  limed.  This  fpe- 
cies  of  manure  is  much  elleemed 
by  the  farmer.  It  contains  the 
food  of  plants  ready  prepared  ;  but 
as  it  is  not  capable  of  loofening  the 
foil  by  any  fermentation,  the  lands 
upon  which  it  is  laid  ought  to  be 
in  excellent  tilth.  At  prefent, 
that  ufeful  article  of  hulbandry  is 
much  diminifhed  in  goodnefs,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  improved  methods  of 
extrafling  the  oil  from  the  rape. 
Heat  and  prelfure  are  employed  in 
a  double  degree. — Farmers  that 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  large 
towns  ufe  abundance^of  foot.  It  is 
an  oily  manure,  but  different  from 
the  former,  containing'  alkaline 
fait  in  its  own  nature,  calculated 
as  well  for  opening  the  foil,  as  fo^ 
rendering  the  oily  parts  mifcible 
with  water.  It  is  obferved  that  pi¬ 
geons  dung  is  a  rich  and  hafty  ma¬ 
nure.  Thefe  animals  feed  chiefly 
upon  grains  and  oily  feeds  ;  it  mull 
therefore  be  expefted  that  their 
dung  fhould  contain  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  oil.  The  dung  of  fcable- 
kept  horfes  is  alfo  aflrong  manure, 
and  fhould  not  be  ufed  until  it  has 
undergone  the  putrid  fermsnty  in 
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order  to  mix  and  aflimiiate  its  oily, 
watery,  and  faline  parts.  Beans, 
oats,  and  hay,  contain  much  oil. 
The  dung  of  horfes,  that  are  kept 
upon  green  herbage,  is  of  a  weaker 
kind,  containing  much  lefs  oil. 
Swines  dung  is  of  a  faponaceoiis 
and  oily  nature,  and  perhaps  is  th« 
richefl  of  the  animal  manures. 
When  made  into  a  compoll  and  ap¬ 
plied  with  judgment,  it  is  excellent 
for  arable  lands.  The  dung  of 
ruminant  animals,  as  cows  and 
fheep,  is  preferable  to  that  of  horfes 
at  grafs,  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
animal  juices  mixed  with  their  food 
in  chewing.  And  here  I  beg  icave 
to  remark  in  general,  that  the  fat¬ 
ter  the  animal,  c ceteris farihus^  the 
richer  the  dung.  Human  ordure 
is  full  of  oil  and  a  volatile  alkaline 
fait.  By  itfelf,  it  is  too  flrong  a 
manure  for  any  land  ;  it  fhould 
therefore  be  made  into  a  compofl 
before  it  is  ufed.  The  dung  of 
carnivorous  aninials  is  plentifully 
ftored  with  oil.  Animals  that  feed 
upon  feeds  and  grains  come  next, 
and  after  them  follow  thofe  whiok 
fubfift  upon  grafs  only.  To  fuit 
thefe  different  manures  to  their  pro¬ 
per  foils,  requires  the  greatefl: 
judgment  of  the  farmer,  as  what 
may  be  proper  for  one  foil,  may  be 
highly  detrimental  to  another. 

In  order  to  ftrengthen  my  argu¬ 
ment  in  favour  of  oil  being  the 
principal  food  of  plants,  I  mull  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  all  vegeta¬ 
bles,  whofe  feeds  are  of  an  oily 
nature,  are  found  to  be  remarkable 
impoverifhers  of  the  foil,  as  hemp, 
rape,  and  flax  ;  for  which  reafon, 
the  beft  manures  for  lands  worn  ouC 
by  thefe  crops,  are  fuch  as  have  a 
good  deal  of  oil  in  their  compofi- 
tion  ;  but  then  they  mull  be  laid 
on  witk  lime,  chalk,  marl,  or 

foap- 
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foap-afhes,  fo  as  to  render  the  oily 
particles  mifcible  with  water. — 
The  book  of  natare  may  be  dif- 
played,  to  fhevv  that  oily  particles 
conftitute  the  nourilhment  of  plants 
in  their  embryo  date  ;  and,  by  a 
fair  inference,  we  may  fuppofe 
that  fomething  of  the  fame  nature 
is  continued  to  them  as  they  ad¬ 
vance  in  growth.  The  oily  feedsj, 
as  rape,  hemp,  Hne,  and  turnip, 
coniiil  of  two  lobes,  which,  when 
fpread  upon  the  furface,  form  the 
feminal  leaves.  In  them  the  whole 
oil  of  the  feed  is  contained.  The 
inoifture  of  the  atmofphere  pene- 
trates^the  cuticle  of  the  leaves,  and^ 
mixing  with  the  oil,  conftitutes  an 
emullion  for  the  nourifhment  of  the 
plant.  The  fweetnefs  of  this 
balmy  duid  invites  the  fly,  againfl: 
which  no  fufficient  remedy  has,  as 
yet,  been  difcovered.  The  olea¬ 
ginous  liquor  being  confumed,  the 
feminal  leaves  decay,  having  per¬ 
formed  the  oflice  of  a  mother  to 
her  tender  infant*  To  perfons  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  analogy  be¬ 
tween  plants  and  animals,  this  re- 
fieftion  will  appear  llrange.  No¬ 
thing,  however,  is  more  demon- 
flrable. — The  leguminous  and  fa¬ 
rinaceous  plants  keep  their  pla¬ 
centa,  or  feminal  leaves,  within 
the  earth;  in  which  fituation  they 
fupply  the  tender  germ  with  oily 
nutriment,  until  its  roots  are  grown 
fufHciently  flrong  to  penetrate  the 
foil. 

It  is  ufual  to  talk  of  the  falts  of 
the  earth  ;  but  chymiftry  has  not 
been  able  to  difcover  any  falts  in 
land  which  has  not  been  manured, 
though  oil  may  be  readily  obtained 
from  every  foil,  the  very  Tandy 
ones  excepted.  Marl,  though  a 
rich  manure,  has  no  falts.  It  is 
thought  to  contain  a  finall  portion 
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of  oleaginous  matter,  and  ah 
forbent  earth,  of  a  nature  flrniiaf 
to  limeflone,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  clay  intermixedi  Lime  mixed 
with  clay  comes  neareft  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  marl  of  any  faditious  body 
that  we  know  of,  and  may  be  ufed 
as  fuch,  where  it  can  be  had  with¬ 
out  much  expence.  By  increaflng 
the  quantity  of  clay,  it  will  make 
an  excellent  compofl  for  a  light 
Tandy  foil ;  but  to  make  the  ground  ' 
fertile,  woolleii  rags,  rotten  dung, 
.or  any  oily  manure,  fhould  be  in¬ 
corporated  with  it  Tome  time  be¬ 
fore  it  is  laid  on.— It  is  a  received 
opinion,  that  lime  enriches  the 
land  it  is  laid  upon,  by  means  of 
fupplying  a  fait  fit  for  the  nourifli- 
ment  of  plants ;  but  by  all  the  ex¬ 
periments  that  have  been  made 
upon  lime,  it  is  found  to  contain 
no  kind  of  falti  Its  operation  there¬ 
fore  fhould  be  confidered  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  light ;  by  the  fermentation 
that  it  induces,  the  earth  is  opened 
and  divided,  and,  by  its  abforbent 
and  alkaline  quality,  it  unites  the 
oily  and  watery  parts  of  the  foil. 
It  alfo  feems  to  have  the  property 
of  colle&inp-  the  acid  of  the  air, 

^  o  ^  ' 

which  it  readily  forms  into  a  neu¬ 
tral  fait,  of  great  ufein  vegetation. 
From  viewing  lime  in  this  lights 
it  is  probable  that  it  tends  to  rob 
the  foil  ofitsoily  particles,  and  in 
time  will  render  it  barren,  unlefs 
we  take  care  to  fupport  it  with  rot¬ 
ten  dung,  or  other  manures  of  an 
oily  nature.  As  light  fandy  foils 
contain  but  a  fmail  portion  of 
oleaginous  particles,  we  fhould  be 
extremely  cautious  not  to  overdo 
them  with  lime  ;  unlefs  we  can  at 
the  fame  time  aflift  them  liberally 
with  rotten  dung,  woollen  rags, 
fliavings  of  horn,  and  other  ma¬ 
nures  of  an  animal  kind.  Its  great 

excellence^ 
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excellence,  however,  upon  a  Tandy 
foil,  is  by  mechanically  binding 
the  loofe  particles,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  liquid  parts  of  the 
manure  from  efcaping  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  radical  fibres  of  the^ 
plants.  Upon  clay  the  effe^l  of 
lime  is  different  ;  for  by  means  of 
the  gentle  fermentation  that  it  pro¬ 
duces,  the  unfubdued  foil  is  opened 
and  divided  ;  the  manures  laid  on 
readily  come  into  contact  with 
every  part  of  it;  and  the  fibres  of 
the  plants  have  full  liberty  to 
fpread  themfelves.  It  is  generally 
faid  that  lime  anfwers  better  upoii 
fand  than  clay.  This  obfervation 
will  undoubtedly  hold  good  as  long 
as  the  farmer  continues  to  lime  his 
clay  lands  in  a  fcanty  manner.  Let 
him  treble  the  quantity,  and  he 
will  then  be  convinced  that  lime  is 
better  for  clay  than  fand.  It  may 
be  juftly  anfwered,  that  the  profits 
will  not  admit  of  the  expence.  I 
agree.  But  then  it  mull  be  under- 
ftood  that  it  is  the  application, 
and  not  the  nature  of  the  lime,  that 
fhould  be  called  in  queftion.  Clay, 
well  limed,  will  fall  in  water,  and 
ferment  with  acids.  Its  very  na¬ 
ture  is  changed.  Under  fuch  agree¬ 
able  circumfiances,  the  air,  rains, 
and  dews  are  freely  admitted,  and 
the  foil  is  enabled  to  retain  the 
nourifliment  that  each  of  them 
brings.  In  confequence  of  a  fer¬ 
mentation  raifed  in  the  foil,  the 
fixed  air  is  fet  at  liberty,  which, 
in  a  wonderful  mann€r,  promotes 
vegetation.  It  is  the  nature  of 
lime  to  attradl  oils  and  diffclve  ve¬ 
getable  bodies.  Upon  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  we  may  account  for  the  won¬ 
derful  effefts  of  lime  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  black  moor-land. 
Moor-earth  confills  of  diffolved, 
and  half-diffolved,  vegetable  fub- 
VoL.  XX.  1777. 
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fiances.  -It  is  full  of  oil.  Lime 
afiimilates  the  one  and  diffolves  the 
other.  Such  lands,  not  originally 
worth  fourpence  per  acre,  may  be 
made,  by  paring,  burning,  and. 
liming,  to  produce  plentiful  crops 
of  turnips,  which  may  be  followed 
with  oats,  barley,  or  grafs-feeds, 
according  to  the  inclination  of  the 
owner.  Thefe  obfervations,  hovv- 
evei'j  are  rather  foreign  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  argument,  to  which  I  fhall 
now  return. 

To  the  uni\''erfal  principle,  oil* 
we  muft  add  another  of  great  effi¬ 
cacy,  though  very  little  underftood  ; 

I  mean  the  nitrous  acid  of  the  air* 
That  the  air  does  contain  the  ru¬ 
diments  of  nitre,  is  demonftrable 
from  the  manner  of  making  falt- 
petre  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
world.  The  air  contains  no  fuch 
fait  as  perfedl  nitre  ;  it  is  a  fadliti- 
tious  fait,  and  is  made  by  the  ni¬ 
trous  acid  falling  upon  a  proper  , 
matrix.  The  makers  of  nitre  form 
that  matrix  of  the  rubbiffi  of  old 
houfes^  fat  earth,  and  any  fixed 
alkaline  fait.  The  univerfal  acidj, 
as  it  is  called,  is  attraded  by  thele 
materials,  and  forms  true  nitre, 
which  is  rendered  pure  by  means 
of  cryffallization,  and  in  that  form 
it  is  brought  to  us.  In  very  hot 
countries  the  natural  earth  forms  a 
matrix  for  nitre,  w'hii-h  makes  the 
operation  very  Ihort.  It  is  ob- 
fervedthat  nitre  is  molt  plentifully 
formed  in  winter,  when  the  wind 
is  northerly  :  hence  we  may  un- 
derftand  the  true  reafon  why  farm¬ 
ers  and  nurferymen  lay  up  their 
lands  in  high  ridges  during  the 
winter  months.  The  good  effefts 
of  that  operation  are  wholly  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  mechanical  adlion  of 
the  froft  upon  the  ground.  Light 
foils,  as  well  as  the  tough  ones, 
H  may 
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may  be  expofed  in  high  ridges, 
but  vvith  fome  iimitati(^n,  in  order 
to  imitate  the  mud  walls  in  Ger¬ 
many,  which  are  found,  by  expe¬ 
rience,'  to  colledt  confiderable  quan¬ 
tities  of  nitre  during  the  winter. 
/\fter  faying  fo  much  in  praife  of 
nitre,  it^will  be  expeded  that  I 
ihould  produce  fome  proofs  of  its 
efficacy,  when  ufed  as  manure.  1 
mud  confefs  that  experiments  do 
not  give  us  any  fuch  proofs.  Per¬ 
haps  too  large  a  quantity  has  been 
nfed;  or  rather,  it  could  ^  not  be 
reftored  to  the  earth  with  its  parti¬ 
cles  fo  minutely  divided,.as  when 
it  remained  united  With  the  foil, 
by  means  of  the  chymiflry  of  na¬ 
ture.  I  fhali  therefore  confider  this 
nitrous  acid,  or,  as  philofophers 
call  it,  the  acidiim  njagum,  in  thc/ 
light  of  a  vivifying  principle,  v/ith 
whofe  operation  we  are  not  yet 
fully  acquainted,  —  A  curious  ob- 
ferver  will  remark,  that  there  fub- 
fifls  a  flrong  analogy  between 
plants  and  animals.  Oil  and  wa¬ 
ter  feem  to  rhake  up  the  nourifh- 
mentofboth.  Earth  enters  very 
little  into  the  cornpofition  of  ei¬ 
ther.  'It  is  known  that  animals 
take  in  a  great  many  earthly  par¬ 
ticles  at  the  mouth,  but  they  are 
foon  difrharged  by  urine  and  flool. 
Vegetables  take  in  the  fmalleft  por¬ 
tion  imaginable  of  earth  ;  and  the 
reafon  is,  they  have  no  way  to 
dlfcharge  it.  It  is  highly  proba¬ 
ble,  fhat  the  radical  fibres  of 
plants  take  up  their  nourilliment 
from  the  earth,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  that  the  ladeal  veflels  abforb 
the  nutriment  from  the  iutelHnes  ; 
and  as  the'^oily  and  watery  parts  of 
our  food  are  perfectly  united  intc>  a 
milky  liquor,  by  means  of  the  fpit- 
tle,  pancreatic  juice,  and  bile, 
before  they  enter  the  lacleals,  we 
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have  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to 
keep  up  the  analogy,  and  fuppofe 
that  the  oleaginous  and  watery  parts 
of  the  foil,  are  alfo  incorporated, 
previous  to  their  being  taken  up 
by  the  abforbing  yeffels  of  the 
plant.  Tq  form  a  perfesfl  judg¬ 
ment  of  this,  we  muft  refleft  that 
every  foil,  in  a  flate  of  nature,  has 
in  itfelf  a  quantity  of  abforbent 
earth,  fuflicient  to  incorporate  its 
inherent  oil  and  water;  but  when 
we  load  it  with  fat  manures,  it 
becomes  effentially  neceffary  to  be¬ 
llow  upon  it,  at  the  fame  time, 
fomething  to  affimilate  the  parts. 
Lime,  foap-afhes,  kelp,  marl,  and 
all  the  alkaline  fubflances,  perform 
that  office.  In  order  to  render  this 
operation  vifible  to  the  fenfes : 
Difiblve  one  drachm  of  Ruffia  pot- 
afh  in  four  ounces  of  water  ;  then 
add  one  fpoonful  of  oil.  Shake 
the  mixture!,  and  it  will  inflantly 
become  an  uniform  mafs  of  a  whi- 
tifh  colour,  adapted  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vegetation.  This  eafy  and 
familiar  experiment  is  a  jull  repre- 
fentationof  what  happens  after  the 
operation  of  Burn-baking,  and 
confequently  may  be  confidered  as 
a  confirmation  of  the  hypothecs 
advanced. — Let  us  attend  to  the 
procefs.  The  fward  being  reduced 
to  affies,  a  fixed  alkaline  fait  is 
produced.  The  moiflure  of  the 
atmofphere  foon  reduces  that  fait 
into  a  fluid  ftate,  which,  mixing 
with  the  foil,  brings  about  an  union 
of  the  oily  and  watery  parts,  in  the 
manner  demonflrated  by  the  expe¬ 
riment.  When  the  under  llratum 
confifts  of  a  rich  vegetable  mould, 
the  effedls  of  Burn-baking  will  be 
lafting.  But  when  the  foil  happens 
to  be  thin  and  poor,  the  firfl:  crop 
frequently  fuffers  before  it  arrives 
at  maturity.  The  farmer  there¬ 
fore. 
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fore,  who  is  at  the  expence  of  par¬ 
ing  and  burning  a  thin  foil,  fhould 
beitow  upon  it  a  portion  of  rotten 
dung,  or  fhambles  manure,  before 
the  afhes  are  fpread,  in  order  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  oily  parti* 
cles.  In  confequence  of  this  pru¬ 
dent  management,  the  crop  will  be 
fupported  during  its  growth,  and 
the  land  will  be  preferved  in  health 

and  vigour.' - Hitherto  I  have 

confidered  plants  as  nourilhed  by 
their  roots.  I  lhall  now  take  a 
view  of  them  as  nouriflied  by  their 
leaves.  An  attention  to  this  part 
of  the  vegetable  fyllem  is  elTential- 
ly  necehary.  Vegetables  that  have 
a  fucculent  leaf,  fuch  as  vetches, 
peafe,  beans,  and  buck -wheat, 
draw  a  great  part  of  their  nourifh- 
ment  from  the  air,  and  on  that 
account  impoverilh  the  foil  lefs  than 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  or  rye,  the 
leaves  of  which  are  of  a  firmer^ 
texture.  .  Rape  and  hemp  are  oil¬ 
bearing  plants,  and,  confequently, 
impoverilhers  of  the  foil  ;  but  the 
former  lefs  fo  than  the  latter,  ovy- 
ing  to  the  greater  fucculency  of  its 
leaf.  The  leaves  of  all  kinds  of 
gram  are  fucculent  for  a  time,  du¬ 
ring  which  period  the  plants  take 
little  from  the  earth  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  ear  begins  to  be  formed, 
they  lofe  their  foftnefs,  and  di- 
minilh  in  their  attraaive  power. 
The  radical  fibres  are  then  more 
vigoroufly  employed  in  extracting 
the  oily  particles  of  the  earth,*  for 
the  nourilhment  of  the  feed. 


On  the  Climate  of  America  ;  from 
Dr.  Robertfon’r  Hifiory. 

WH  A  T  mofl  diftinguiflies 
America  from  other  parts  of 
the  earth,  is  the  peculiar  tempera- 
t«rc  of  its  climate,  and  the  differ- 
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erit  laws  to  which  it  is  fubjea  wit^ 
refpea  to  the  dillwbution  of  heat 
and  cold.  We  cannot  determine 
precifely  the  portion  of  heat  felt  in 
any  part  of  the  globe,  merely  by 
meafuring  its  •  difiance  from  the 
equator.  The  climate  of  a  country 
is  afFeaed,  in  fome  degree,  by  its 
elevation  above  the  fea,  by  the 
extent  of  continent,  by  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  the  height  of  adjacent 
mountains,  and  many  other  cir- 
cumfiances.  The  influence  of  thefey 
however,  is,  from  various  caufes^ 
lefs  confiderable  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  ancient  continent  5  and  from 
knowing  the  pofition  of  any  coun- 
tiy  there,  we  can  pronounce  with 
more  certainty  what  will  be  the 
warmth  of  its  climate,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  its  produaions. 

The  maxims  which  are  founded 
upon  obfervation  of  pur  hemifphere 
will  not  apply  to  the  other.  Therei 
cold  predominates.  The  rigour  of 
the  frigid  zone  extends  over  half 
of  that  w'hich  fhould  be  temperate 
by  its  pofition.  Countries  where 
the  grape  and  the  fig  fhould  ripen^ 
are  buried  under  fnow  one  half  of 
the  year  ;  and  lands  fituated  ia 
the  fame  parallel  with  the  moft  fer¬ 
tile  and  bell  cultivated  provinces  in 
Europe,  are  chilled  with  perpetual 
frofis,  which  alrnofi  deftroy  the 
power  of  vegetation.  As  we  ad¬ 
vance  to  thofe  parts  of  America 
which  lie  in  the  fame  parallel  with 
provinces  of  Afia  and  Africa,  blef- 
fed  with  an  uniform  enjoyment  of 
fuch  genial  warmth  as  is  mofl 
friendly  to  life  and  vegetation,  the 
dominion  of  cold  continues  to  be 
felt,  and  winter,  though  during  a 
fliort  period,  often  reigns  with  ex¬ 
treme  feverity.  If  w'e  proceed  along 
the  American  continent  into  the' 
torrid  zone,  we  fliall  find  the  col4 
H  z  preva- 
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prevalent  in,  the  New  V7orld  ex¬ 
tending  itfelf  alfo  to  this  region 
of  the  globe,  and  mitigating  the 
excefs  ofyits  fervour.  While  the 
negro  on  the'  coaft  of  Africa  is 
fcorched  with  unremitting  heat, 
the  inhabitant  of  Peru  breathes  an 
air  equally  mild  and  temperate, 
and  is  perpetually  lliaded  under  a 
canopy  of  grey  clouds,  which  in¬ 
tercepts  the  fierce  beams  ol  the  iun, 
without  obllrudling  his  friendly  in- 
£uence.  Along  the  eaftern  coail 
of  America,  the  climate,  though 
more  fimilar  to  that  of  the  torrid 
2on6  in  other  parts  of  the  earth, 
is  neverthelefs  confiderably  milder 
than  in  thofe  countries  of  Aha  and 
Africa  which  lie  in  the  fame  lati¬ 
tude.  If  from  the  fouthern  tropic 
vve  continue  our  progrefs  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  American  continent, 
we  meet  with  frozen  feas,  and 
countries  horrid,  barren,  and  fcarce- 
ly  habitable  for  cold,  fooner  than 
in  the  north. 

Various  caufes  combine  in  ren¬ 
dering  the  climate  of  America  fo 
extremely  dixferent  from  that  of  the 
ancient  continent.  Though  the 
utmoft  extent  of  America  towaras 
the  north  be  not  yet  difcovered, 
we  know  that  it  advances  nearer 
to  the  pole  than  either  Europe  or 
Afia.  The  latter  have  large  feas 
to  the  north,  which  arc  open  dur¬ 
ing  part  of  the  year ;  and  even 
when  covered  with  ice,  the  wind 
that  blows  over  them  is  lefs  in- 
tenfely  cold  than  that  which  blows 
over  land  in  the  fame  high  lati¬ 
tudes.  But  in  America  the  land 
llretches  from  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence  towards  the  pole,  and  J'preads 
out  immenfely  to  the  weir.  A 
chain  of  enormous  mountains,  co¬ 
vered  with  fnow  and  ice,  runs 
through  'all  this  dreary  region.  The 


wind,  in  paffing  over  fuch  an  ex¬ 
tent  of  high  and  frozen  land,  be¬ 
comes  fo  impregnated  with  cold, 
that  it  acquires  a  piercing  keennefs, 
which  it  retains  in  its  progrefs 
through  warmer  climates,  and  is 
rmt  entirely  mitigated  until  it  reach 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico.  Over  all 
the  continent  of  North  America, 
a  north-wellerly  wind  and  exceillve 
cold  are  fy nonymous  terms.  Even 
in  the  moll  fultry  weather,  the 
moment  that  the‘wind  veers  to  that 
quarter,  its  penetrating  influence 
is  felt  in  a  tranfition  from  heat 
to  cola,  no  lefs  violent  than  fud- 
den.  To  this  powerful  caufe  vve 
may  afcribe  the  extraordinary  do¬ 
minion  of  cold,  and  its  violent  in¬ 
roads  into  the  fouthern  provinces  in 
that  part  of  the  globe. 

Other  caufes,  no  lefs  remark¬ 
able,  diminilh  the  adlive  power  of 
heat  in  thofe  parts  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  continent  which  lie  between  the 
tropics.  In  all  that  portion  of  the 
globe,  the  wind  blows  in  an  inva¬ 
riable  diredlion  from  call  to  well. 
As  this  wind  holds  its  courfe  acrofa 
the  ancient  continent,  it  arrives  at 
the  countries  which  llretch  along' 
the  wellern  fhore  of  Africa,  in¬ 
flamed  with  all  the  fiery  particles 
which  it  hath  colledled  from  the 
fultry  plains  of  Afia,  and  the  burn¬ 
ing  lands  in  the  African'  defarts. 
The  coall  of  Africa  is,-  according- 
ly,  the  region  of  the  earth  which 
feels  the  moll  fervent  heat,  and  is 
expofcd  to  the  unmitigated  ardour 
of  the  torrid  zone.  But  this  fame 
wind  which  brings  fuch  an  accef- 
fioif  of  warmth  to  the  countries  ly-' 
ing,  between  the  river  of  Senegal 
ana  Cafraria,  traverfes  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Ocean  before  it  reaches  the 
American  (here.  It  is  cooled  in 
its  paliage  over  this  vail  body  of 

water,. 
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water,  and  is  felt  as  a  refrefhing 
gale  along  the  coalh  of  Bralii,  and 
Guiana,  rendering  thefe  countries, 
though  among  the  warincll  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  temperate,  when  compared 
with  thofe  which  lie  oppofire  to 
them  in  Africa.  As  this  wind  ad¬ 
vances  in  its  courfe  acrofs  Ameri¬ 
ca,  it  meets  with  immenfe  plains, 
covered  with  impenetrable  forefts, 
or  occupied  by  large  rivers,  marlhes, 
and  ftagnating  wafers,  where  it 
can  recover  no  confidertible  degree 
of  heat.  At  length  it  arrives  at 
the  Andes,  which  run  from  north 
to  fouth  through  the  whole  conti¬ 
nent.  In  palling  over  their  ele- 
i^ated  and  frozen  fummits,  it  is  fo 
thoroughly  cooled,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  countries  beyond  them 
hardly  feel  the  ardour  to  which 
they  feem  expoled  by  their  fitua- 
tion.  In  the  other  provinces  of 
America,  from  Tierra  Firme  well- 
ward  to  the  Mexican  empire,  the 
heat  of  the  climate  is  tempered,  in 
fome  places,  by  the  elevation  of 
the  land  above  the  fea,  in  others, 
by  their  extraordinary  humidity, 
and  in  all,  by  the  enormous  moun¬ 
tains  fcattered  over  this  tra£l.  The 
illands  of  America  in  the  Torrid 
Zone  are  either  fmall  or  moun¬ 
tainous,  and  are  fanned  alter- 
na^ely  by  refrelhing  lea  and  land 
breezes. 

The  caufes  of  the  extraordinary 
cold  towards  the  fouthern  limits  of 
America,  and  in  the  feas  beyond 
it,  cannot  be  afeertained  in  a  man¬ 
ner  equally  fatisfying.  It  was  long 
fuppoled  that  a  vail  continent,  di- 
ilinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Terra 
Aujirahs  Incognita,  lay  between  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  America  and 
the  Antarctic  pole.  The  fame 
principles  which  account  for  tne 
extraordinary  degree  of  cold  in  the 
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northern  regions  of  America,  were 
employed  in  order  to  explain  that 
which  is  felt  at  Cape  Horn ^  and 
the  adjacent  countries.  'The  im- 
menfe  extent  of  the  fouthern  conti¬ 
nent,  and  the  large  rivers  which 
it  poured  into  the  ocean,  were  men¬ 
tioned  and  admitted  by  phiiofo- 
phers  as  caufes  lufficient  to  occaiion 
the  unufual  fenfation  of  cold,  and 
the  hill  more  uncommon  appear¬ 
ances  of  frozen  leas  in  that  region 
of  the  globe.  But  the  imaginary 
continent  to  which  fuch  influence 
was  aferibed,  having  been  learch« 
ed  for  in  vain,  and  the  fpace  which 
it  was  Fuppoled  to  occupy  having 
been  found  to  be  an  open  fea,'  new 
conjedlures  mull  be  formed  with 
refpedl  to  the  caufes  of  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  climate,  lo  extremely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  which  we  expe¬ 
rience  in  countries  removed  at  the 
fame  dillance  from  the  oppofite 
pole. 

Accoda  is  the  firll  philofopher, 
as  far  as  I  know,  who  endeavoured 
to  account  for  the  different  degrees 
of  heat  in  the  old  and  new  conti¬ 
nents,  by  the  agency  of  the  winds 
which  blow  in  each.  Hill.  Mo¬ 
ral.  &c.  lib.  ii.  &  iii.  M.  de  Buf- 
fon  adopts  this  theory,  and  has 
not  only  improved  it  by  new  ob- 
lervations,  but  has  employed  his 
amazing  powers  of  delcriptive  elo¬ 
quence  in  ernbel-lilhing  and  placing 
it  in  the  mod  driking  light.  Some 
remarks  inay  be  added,  which  tend 
to  illudrate  r.ioie  fully  a  doftrine 
of  much  importance  in  every  in¬ 
quiry  concerning  the  temperature 
of  various  climates. 

When  a  cold  wind  blows  over 
land,  it  mud  in  its  paffage  rob  the 
furface  of  fome  of  its  heat.  By 
means  of  this,  the  coldnels  of  the 
wind  is  abated.  But  if  it  conti- 
H  3  nue 
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nue  to  blow  in  the  fame  diredion, 
it  will  come,  by  degrees,  to  pafs 
over  a’furfaCe  already  cooled,  and 
will  fuffer  no  longer  any  abatement 
of  its  own  keenefs.  Thus,  as  it 
advances  over  a  large  trad  of  land, 
it  brings  on  all  the  feverity  of  in- 
ten  fe  froll. 

Let  the  fame  wind  blow  over  an 
exteniive  and  deep  fea  ;  the  fuper- 
j^cial  water  mud  be  immediately 
cooled  to  a  certain  degree,  and  the 
wind  proportionally  warmed.  But 
the  fuperficial  and  colder  water 
becoming  fpecificaliy  heavier  than 
the  warmer  water  below  it,  de- 
fcends ;  what  is  warmer  fupplies 
Its  place,  which,  as  it  comes  to  be 
cooled  in  its  turn,  continues  to 
warm  the  air  which  paffes  over  it, 
or  to  diminifh  its  cold.  This 
change  of  the  fuperficial  water,  and 
fucceiTive  afcent  of  that  which  is 
warmer,  and  confequent  fuccefilve 
abaterrient  of  coldnefs  in  the  air, 
is  aided  by  the  agitation  caufed  in 
the  fea  by  the  mechanical  adion  of 
the  wind,  and  aifo  by  the  motion 
of  the  tides.  This,  will  go  on, 
and  the  rigour  of  the  wind  will 
continue  to  diminim  until  the 
whole  water  is  fo  far  cooled,  that 
the  water  on  the  furface  is  no  long¬ 
er  removed  from  the  adion  of  the 
wind,  fail  enough  to  hinder  it  from 
being  arreiled  by  froil.  Whenever 
the  furface  freezes,  the  wind  is  no 
longer  warmed  by  the  water  from 
-  below,  and  it  goes  on  with  undi- 
miniihed  cold. 

From  thofe  principles  may  be 
explained  the  feverity  of  winter 
ffofis  in  extend ve  continents  ;  their 
mildnefs  in  fmall  iilands ;  and  the 
fuperior  rigour  of  winter  in  thofe 
parts  of  North  America  with  which 
,  we  are  bell  acquainted.  In  the 
pordi-y/eil  pans  pf  Europe,  the 
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feverity  of  winter  is  mitigated  by 
the  well  winds,  which  ufually  blow 
in  the  months  of  November,  De¬ 
cember,  and  part  of  January. 

On  the  ocher  hand,  when  a  warm 
wind  blows  over-land,  it  heats  the 
furface,  which  mull  therefore  ceafe 
to  abate  the  fervour  of  the  v.'ind* 
But  the  fame  wind  blowing  over 
water,  agitates  it,  brings  up  the 
colder  water  from  below,  and  thus 
is  continually  lofing  fomewhat  of 
its  own  heat. 

But  the  great  power  of  the  fea 
to  mitigate  the  heat  of  the  wind  or 
air  paffing  over  it,  proceeds  from 
the  following  cifcumllance,  that  on 
account  of  the  tranfparency  of  the 
fea,  its  furface  cannot  be  heated  to 
a  great  degree  by  the  fun’s  rays ; 
whereas  the  ground,  fabjedled  to 
their  influence,  very  fopn  acquires 
great  heat.  When,  therefore,  the 
wind  blows  over  a  torrid  continent, 
it  is  foon  raifed  to  a  heat  almofl  in¬ 
tolerable  ;  but  daring  its  paiTage 
over  an  extenfive  ocean,  it  is  gra¬ 
dually  cooled  ;  fo  that  on  its  arri¬ 
val  at  the  farthell  fhore,  it  is  again 
fit  for  refpiration. 

Thofe  principles  will  account 
for  the  fultry  heats  of  large  conti¬ 
nents  in  the  torrid  zone ;  for  the 
mild  climate  of  iflands  in  the  fame 
latitude  ;  and  for  the  fuperior 
warmth  in  fummer  which  large 
continents,  fituated  in  temperate  or 
colder  zones  of  the  earth,  enjoy, 
when  compared  with  that  of  iflands. 
The  heat  of  a  climate  depends  not 
only  upon  the  immediate  effedl  of 
the  fun’s  rays,  but  on  their  conti¬ 
nued  operation,  on  the  effebl  which 
they  have  formerly  produced,  and 
which  remains  for  fome  time  in  the 
ground.  This  is  the  reafon  why 
the  day  is  warmefl  about  two  in 
|he  afternoon,  the  fummer  warmefl 

about 
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about  the  middle  of  Jidy,  and  the 
winter  coldeft  about  the  middle  of 
January. 

The  forefts  which  cover  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  hinder  the  fun-beams  from 
heating  the  ground,  are  a  great 
caufe  of  the  temperate  climate  of 
the  equatorial  parts.  The  ground, 
not  beinfT  heated,  cannot  heat  the 
air  ;  and  the  leaves,  which  receive 
the  rays  intercepted  from  the 
ground,  have  not  a  mafs  of  mat¬ 
ter  fufticient  to  abforb  heat  enough 
for  this  purpofe.  Befides,  it  is  a 
known  fadl,  that  the  vegetative 
power  of  a  plant  occafions  a  per- 
fpiration  from  the  leaves  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  heat  to  which  they  are 
expofed ;  and,  from  the  nature  of 
evaporation,  this  perfpiration  pro¬ 
duces  a  cold  in  tjie  leaf  proportional 
to  the  perfpiration.  Thus  the  ef- 
fedl  of  the  leaf  in  heating  the  air 
in  contadl  with  it,  is  prodigioully 
diminilhed.  For  thofe  obferva- 
tions,  which  throw  much  additional 
light  on  this  curious  fubjedl,  I  am 
indebted  to  my  ingenious  friend, 
Mr.  Robifon,  profelTor  of  natural 
philofophy  in  the  ^univerfuy  of 
Edinburgh. 


On  the  U/e  of  fermenting  Cataplaf?ns 
in  Mortifications.  From  Medical 
'Tranjadions . 

About  the  beginning’  of 
fuly  1770,  I  was  called  to 
the  aflikance  of  a  gentlewoman  of 
this  town,  aged  67  years  ;  Ihe 
w'as  of  a  thin  relaxed  habit  of 
body,  and  her  natural  krength 
much  decayed  at  this  time  a 
mortification  was  beginning  in  the 
end  of  her  great  toe,  which  did 
not  fucceed  any  other  diforder  or 
accident. — The  bark,  red  wine, 
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opiates,  volatile  and  cordial  medi’’- 
cines,  were  therefore  freely  adm.i" 
nikered.  Cataplafms,  with  the 
bark,  opiates,  and  aromatics,  were 
frequently  applied  externally;  vi¬ 
nous  and  fpirituous  kupes  w'ere 
likewife  ufed  ;  but  before  the  end 
of  September  all  the  toes  on  the 
akedfed  foot  were  perifhed ;  and 
the  mortification  kept  advancing 
flowly,  with  a  livid  appearance 
fpreading  as  high  as  the  ancle  : 
which  gave  me  very  little  hopes  of 
her  recovery,  efpecially  as  Ihe  grew 
tired  of  all  medicines.  —  But  as/  I 
had  fuccefsfully  preferved  dead 
flefli,fof  many  months  by  keeping 
it  in  fixable,  or  new  generated 
air,  (according  to  the  difeovery  of 
Dr.  Macbride)  I  determined  to  try 
the  eiTedl  it  would  have  by  an  ex¬ 
ternal  application  in  this  cafe,  ex¬ 
pecting  the  putrid  efiiuvia  of  the 
gangrened  parts  (on  which  there 
is  great  reafon  to  believe  the  fpread- 
ingof  all  gangrenes  depend)  might 
be  corrected,  or  in  fome  part  de- 
kroyed,  by  the  fixable  air.  A 
cata'plafm  was*  therefore  direCted 
of  fuch  ingredients  as  I  thought 
bek  adapted  to  ferment  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  forne  yeak,  as  wheat 
flower,  honey,  and  water ;  thefe 
were  mixed  into  a  thin  pake,  and 
fet  by  the  fire  till  they  began  to 
ferment,  and  were  then  applied, 
nearly  cold,  once  a  day  for  ten 
days,  when  to  my  great  fatisfaClion 
the  mortification  was  kopped,  and 
the  putrid  kench.  abated  ;  the  ca- 
taplafins  were  continued  till  the 
dead  toes  became  loofe,  and  vvere 
removed,  when  common  digekives 
and  defeniative  plakers  were  fab- 
kituted  in  their  place  ;  the  fore 'be¬ 
gan  to  difeharge  good  matter,  put 
up  new  fleki,  and  had  a  favour¬ 
able  appearance.  But  accidentally 
H  4  .  one 
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one  night  about  the  end  of  No¬ 
vember  fhe  got  her  dreifings  off, 
and  iay  with  the  flump  expofed 
to  the  coid  air  ;  in  the  morning  I 
found  the  flump  black  and  dry. 

I  dreffed  it  with  warm  foft  di- 
geilives,  and  covered  them  with 
the  ^hcriaca  Londtnenfi^  :  but  could 
not  get  any  difcharge  from  it,  the 
mortification  having  again  taken 
place  ;  and  reached  in  a  few  days 
the  thick  part,  or  middle  of  the 
foot.  The  fmell  becoming  again 
intolerable,  the  fermenting  cata- 
plafms  were  applied  as  before  ;  and 
ail  the  lived  appearance,  which 
fpread  a  hand’s  breadth  above  the 
ankle,  was  alfo  covered  with  them  ; 
and  in  a  few- days,  I  was  thorough¬ 
ly  fatisfied  the  mortification  was 
again  flopped  ;  though  her  appe¬ 
tite  was  greatly  decayed,  and  her 
flrength  much  exhaufted.  The  ca- 
taplafms  were  continued  till  the 
beginning  of  March  1771,  when 
the  d  ead  parts  feparated  about  the 
middle  of  the  metatarfal  bones, 
almofl  as  even  as  if  they  had  been 
taken  off  with  a  faw,  and  were  re¬ 
moved  with  the  drefiitigs  without 
the  lofs  of  a  tea-fpoon  full  of 
of  blood.  From  this  time  the  fore 
healed  kindly,  though  remarkably 
flo  w ;  fhe  began  to  recover  her 
appetite  and  health,  which  flie  kill 
retains. 

Since  the  above  cafe,  I  have 
feen.  the  good  effedls  of  fixed  air, 
applied  nearly  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  (adding  forrietimes  a  little 
cort.  Peru^v.  or  Thebaic,  to 

the  cataplafms)  in  a  beginning 
mortification  on  the  leg  of  an  old 
gentleman,  attended  with  rwelling 
and  blacknefs  about  his  foot  and 
ankle  ;  with  a  livid  appearance 
|•anl]ing  up  the  fide  of  bis  leg,  and 
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many  large  vefications  upon  the 
foot,  which  never  grew  any  larger, 
nor  more  in  number,  after  the  fer¬ 
menting  cataplafms  were  applied  ; 
but  healed,  or  dried  up,  foon  ; 
the  fwelling  abated,  and  the  black¬ 
nefs  difappeared  in  a  few  davs ; 
and  in  a  fortnight  he  w-as  able  to 
walk  about,  and  ilili  continues 
well. 

1  have  alfo  ufed  'the  fermentable 
cataplafms,  with  fome  advantage, 
to  foetid  foul  ulcers,  where  I  have 
fufpedled  the  abforption  of  the  foe¬ 
tid  matter  to  be  prejudicial  to 
health. 

Query,  Is  not  fixed  air  a  weak 
acid?— If  fo,  it  is  not  furprizing 
that  it  fhouid  refill  patrefaftion,  as 
all  other  acids  have  been  long 
known  to  do  ;  but  its  greater  flui¬ 
dity  enabling  it  to  penetrate  further 
into  foft  bodies,  and  its  caufticity 
being  fo  fmall,  renders  it  both 
more  efficacious,  and  more  conve¬ 
nient  for  couriteradting  putrefatlion 
in  living  bodies. 

O 

The  acid  nature  of  tliis  fluid  ap¬ 
pears  from  its  uniting  with  caufiic 
calcareous  earth,  producing  thofe 
cryfials  called  dogtooth  ipar. 

With  caujiic  fixed  alkalies,  it 
cryllalizes,  and  produces  7nild fixed 
adkalies. 

With  caufiic  ^volatile  alkalies,  it 
cryftaiizes,  and  produces  mild  ajo- 
latile  alkalies :  and  from  all  thefe 
bodies  it  is  difpcfiefled  by  flronger 
acids. — It  further  appears  to  be  an 
acid,  from  its  diflolving  the  iron 
in  chalybeate  waters. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  that  this  fixed 
or  fixable  air  (if  a  weak  acid)  ’is 
the  moil  univerfal  acid  in  nature, 
as  not  only  all  liinefione,  chalk, 
marble,  and  marles,  are  replete 
vviih  it bat  it  makes  up  a  great  part 
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of  the  compofition  of  all  animal,  ' 
and  vegetable  bodies,  and  floats  in 
great  abundance  in  the  armofphere: 
as  appears  from  the  experiments  of 
-procuring  fixable  air  from  all  thefe 
bodies,  by  fermentation,  or  by 
the  addition  of  ftronger  acids,  by 
burning  charcoal,  and  laflly  from 
the  fcum  which  is  almoil  inflantly'' 
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produced  on  lime  water  expofed  to 
the  air,  which  is  a  re-produdion  of 
limeftone.  I  am.  Gentlemen,  with 
great  relped. 

Your  very  humbk.fervant, 

John  Power. 

Pole/^vorth, 
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Cautions  againjl  the  Burial  of  P er- 
fons  fuppofed  Dead, 

AS  the  following  addrefs  relates 
to  a  fubjefl  in  which  every 
individual  is  interefted,  the  writer 
wilhes 'to  render  the  knowledge  of 
it  as  general  as  poffible. 

The  cuhom  of  laying  out  the 
bodies  of  the  peiTons  fuppofed  to  be 
dead  as  foon  as  refpiration  ceafes, 
and  the  interment  of  them  before 
the  figns  of  putrefaflion  appear, 
has  been  frequently  oppofed  by 
men  of  learning  and  hamanily  in 
this  and  other  countries.  Monf. 
Bruhier,  in  particular,  a'phyiician 
of  great  eminence  in  Paris,  pub- 
liihod  a  piece,  about  thirty  years 
ago,  inti  tied,  “  The  Uncertainty 
of  the  Signs  of  Death,”  in  v/hich 
he  clearly  proved,  from  the  tefti- 
monies  of  various  authors,  and  the 
atteilations  of  unexceptionable  wit^ 
neffes,  that  many  perfons  who  have 
been  buried  alive,  and  were  provi¬ 
dentially  difcovered  in  that  ftate, 
had  been  refciied  from  the  grave, 
and  enjoyed  the  pleafures  of  lociety 
for  feveral  years  after. 

But,  notwithllanding  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  well- authenticated  fadts 
of  this  kind,  the  cullom  above 
mentioned  remains  in  full  force. 


As  foon  as  the  femblance  of  death 
appears,  the  chamber  of  the  fick  is 
deferted  by  friends,  relatives,  and 
phyficians  ;  apparently  dead, 

though  frequently  lining  body,  is 
committed  to  the  management  of 
an  ignorant  and  unfeeling  nurfe, 
whofe  care  extends  no  farther  than 
laying  the  limbs  flraight,  and  fe- 
curing  her  accuftomed  perquifites. 
The  bed-cloaths  are  immediately 
removed,  and  the  body  is  expofed 
to  the  air,  which,  when  cold,  muft 
extinguifh  the  little  fpark  of  life 
that  may  remain,  and  which,  by  a 
different  treatment,  might  have 
been  kindled  into  flame 

I  am  willing,  however,  to  hope, 
that,  flnee  it  has  of  late  been  fo 
frequently  demonflrated,  that  the 
vital  principle  may  exift,  where  the 
characleriflics  of  death,  except  pu- 
trefaflion,  are  prefent,  the  rational 
part  of  the  community  are,  at 
length,  difpofed  to  pay  fome  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  fubjedl. 

With  that  hope  I  fhall  venture 
to  particularize  a  few  of  the  cafes  in 
which  this  fallacious  appearance  is 
moll  like  to  happen,  and  point  out 
the  mode  of  treatment,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bell  of  my  judgment, 
Ibould  be  refpedlively  adopted. 

In  apoplectic  and  fainting  fits, 


*  Alluding  to  the  motto  of  the  medal  given  by  the  Humane  Society, 
Latest  Scintiliula  foifan.” 
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and  in  thofe  arifing  from  any  vio¬ 
lent  agitation  of  mind,  and  alfo 
when  opium  or  fpirituous  liquors  have 
been  taken  ia  too  great  a  quan¬ 
tity*,  there  is  realbn  to  believe 
that  the  appearance  of  death  has 
been  frequently  miftaken  for  the 
reality.  In  thefe  cafesj  the  means 
recommended  by  Humane  Society 
for  the  Reco-very  of  Dronjoned  Perfons 
lliould  be  perlevered  in  for  feveral 
hours,  and  bleeding,  which  in 
fimilar  circum dances  has  fometimes 
proved  pernicious,  fnould  be  ufed 
with  great  caution. 

In  the  two  latter  inftances  it  will 
be  highly  expedient,  with  a  view 
of  counteradling  the  foporific  effefts 
of  opium  and  fpirits,  to  convey  in¬ 
to  the  Itomach,  by  a  proper  tube,  a 
folution  of  tartar  emetic,  and  by 
various  other  means  to  excite  vomit¬ 
ing. 

From  the  number  of  children 
carried  off  by  convulfions,  and  the 
certainty,  arifing  from  undoubted 
fadts,  that  fome  who  have,  in  ap- 
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pearance,  died  from  that  caufe, 
have  been  recovered  f,  there  is  the 
greateft  realon  for  concluding,  that 
many,  in  confequence  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  have  been  prematurely  tium- 
bered  among  the  dead  ;  and  that 
the  fond  parent,  by  neglecting  the 
means  of  recalling  life,  has  often 
been  the  guiltlefs  executioner  of 
her  own  offspring. 

To  prevent  the  commiffion  of 
fuch  dreadful  miftakes,  no  child, 
whofe  life  has  been  apparently  ex- 
tinguiflied  by  convulfions,  fhould 
be  confegned  to  the  grave  till  the 
means  of  recovery  above  recom¬ 
mended  in  apoplexies,  &c.  have 
been  tried  ;  and,  if  poffible,  under 
the  diredlion  of  fome  fkilful  prac¬ 
titioner  of  medicine,  who  may 
vary  them  as  circumftances  fhall 
require. 

When  fevers  arife  in  weak  habits, 
or  vvhen  the  cure  of  them  has  been 
principally  attempted  by  means  of 
depletion,  the  confequent  debility 
is  often  very  great,  and  the  patient 


*  I  Hiould  think  myfelf  extremely  culpable,  if  I  negle^ed  this  opportunity 
of  cautioning  parents  and  nurfes  agamft  the  free  ufe  of  Godfrey’s  Cordial.  It 
is  a  ftrong  folution  of  opium,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  deep  it  produces 
has  proved  the  deep  of  death  to  thoufands  of  children.  When  this  poifonous 
cordial  has  been  given  in  a  dangerous  dofe,  and  a  difcovery  of  it  is  made  before 
the  power  of  fwaliowing  is  loft,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  give  the  child  a  tea- 
ipoonful  of  ipecacuan  wine  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  till  the  contents  of  the 
ftomach  are  difcharged. 

•f  A  remarkable  faff  of  this  kind  may  be  found  in  the  Ephemerid  Medico- 
Fhyf.  Germ.  Ann.  Oa.  the  fubftance  ©f  which  is  as  follows  A  girl,  about 
feven  years  of  age,  who  had  been  for  fome  weeks  before  troubled  with  a  bad 
cough,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  dt ;  a  phyfician  was  immediately  fent  for 
who,  finding  that  the  heart  and  lungs  had  ceafed  to  perform  their  funaions’ 
that  her  bps  and  cheeks  were  pale,  and  her  temples  funk,  concluded  that  life 
was  irrecoverably  loft.  For  the  fatisfaaion,  however,  of  heraffliaed  parents 
a  clyfter  was  adminiftered,  and  her  wrifts  were  chafed  with  fpirituous  water - 
hut  no  hgn  of  life  appearing,  the  foies  of  the  feet  were  ordered  to  he  rubbed 
with  ftrong  brine  5  and  the  friaion  was  continued  without  intennifiion  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  ftie  began  to  breathe  The 
friaion  was  then  increafed  ;  two  or  three  deep  infpirafions  followed  •  and  in  a 
fhort  time  the  child,  who  was  fuppofed  to  he  dead  by  the  phyfician  'as  well  as 
thebyfianders,  was  to  the  fiirprife  of  both,  and  the  great  joy  of  her  parents, 
feftpred  to  life  apd  health,  ‘ 
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fometimes  finks  into  a  ftate  which 
bears  fo  clofe  an  affinity  to  that  of 
death,  that  I  am  afraid  it  has  too 
often  deceived  the  bydanders,  and 
induced  them  to  fend  for  the  un-, 
dertaker  when  they  fhould  have 
had  recoarfe  to  the  fuccours  of  uie- 
dicine. 

In  fuch  cafes,  volatiles,  eau  de 
luce  for  example,  ffiouid  be  applied 
to  the  nofe,  rubbed  on  the  tem¬ 
ples,  and  fprinkied  often  about.the 
bed  ;  hot  flannels,  moiilened  with 
a  ftrong  folution  of  camphorated 
fpirit,  may  likewife  be  applied 
over  the  bread,  and  renewed  every 
''  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  patient  is  able  to  fwallow,  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  dronged  cordial 
Ihould  be  given  every  five  minutes. 

The  fame  methods  may  alfo  be 
ufed  with  propriety  in  the  fmall- 
pox  when  the  pudules  fink,  and 
death  apparently  enfues ;  and  like- 
wife  in  any  other  acute  difeafes, 
when  the  vital  fundlions  are  fuf- 
pended  from  a  fimilar  caufe. 

Even  in  old  age,  when  life  feems 
to  have  been  gradually  drawing  to 
a  clofe,  the  appearances  of  death  are 
often  fallacious. 

“  Not  many  years  fince,  a  lady 
in  Cornwall,  more  than  eighty 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  a  con- 
fiderable  time  declining,  took  to 
her  bed,  and  in  a  few  days  feem- 
ingly  expired  in  the  morning.  As 
Ihe  had  often  defired  not  to  be  bu- 
ffied  till  die  had  been  two  days 
dead,  herrequed  was  to  have  been 
regularly  complied  with  by  her  re¬ 
lations,  All  that  faw  her,  looked 
upon  her  as  dead,  and  the  report  was 
current  through  the  whole  place ; 
nay,  a  gentleman  of  the  town 
adually  wrote  to  his  friend  in  the 
ijland  of  Scilly,  that  die  was  de- 
ceafed,  But  one  of  thofe  who  were 
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paying  the  lad  kind  office  of  ho- 
.manity  to  her  remains  perceived 
fome  warmth  about  the  middle  of 
the  back,  and  acquainting  her 
friends  v/ith  it,  they  applied  a  mir¬ 
ror  to  her  mouth  ;  but,  after  re¬ 
peated  trials,  could  not  obferve  it 
in  the  lead  dained  ;  her  under-jaw 
was  likewife  fallen,  as  the  common, 
phraie  is ;  and,  in  ffiort,  fhe  had 
every  appearance  of  a  dead  perfon. 
All  this  time  die  had  not  been 
dripped  or  dreifed,  but  the  win¬ 
dows  were  opened,  as  is  ufual  in 
the  chambers  of  thedeceafed.  In 
the  evening  the  heat  feemed  to  in- 
creaie,  and  at  length  die  was  per¬ 
ceived  to  breathe.’’- — See  Lond. 
Chron.  vol.  iv,  p.  465. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  wri¬ 
ter  to  publidi  a  work  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  but  as  his  various  avocations 
will  not  permit  him  to  carry  that 
defign  into  execution,  he  thought 
"  it  his  duty  to  throw  out  the  above 
hints ;  and  if  they  diould  be  the 
means  of  preventing  one  perfon 
from  being  laid  out,  or,  what  is 
more  horrible,  buried  alive,  it  will 
afford  the  writer  a  pleafure  of  the 
nobled  kind,  that  aridng  from  the 
confcioufnefs  of  doing  good  to  his 
fellow-creatures. 

Pal/gra^ue- Place.  W.  HAWES. 

P.  S.  If  that  regard  be  paid  to 
the  above  addrefs  which  the  fubjedl 
of  it  leems  to  demand,  and  any  life 
or  lives  be  faved  in  confequence  of 
the  hints  that  I  have  thrown  out, 
the  communication  of  any  fuch  in¬ 
dances  of  fuccefs  will  be  edeemed  a 
particular  favour;  as  it  will  afford 
me  the  mod  folid  pleafure,  and  be 
a  fatisfaftory  evidence  that  a  man 
who  labour,"  to  promote  theffinter- 
eds  of  humanity  will  be  attended 
to  by  the  public. 

Ths 
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The  foll'.v.  nng  Cafe  amongji  a  Va~ 
riety  of  others^  ’Vjhich  hwve  fallen 
under  the  immediate  Infpediion  of 
Mr.  Harman t,  a  celebrated  Phy~ 
fician  a*  ,  furnijhes  us  <voith 

a  ftrcng  Proof  cf  the  Neceffity  of 
the  Caution  rccotnm ended  abo-ve, 
•nvithfo  much  Humanity  andfudoe- 
menty  by  Mr.  Hawes. 

December  23,  1764,  i  was 

Tent  for  by  M.  de  Potiery 
Knight  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Le^is,  See.  2^.1  Nancy y 
to  hafeen  with  the  utfnoll:  expedi¬ 
tion  to  his  manhon,  to  attend  his 
cook,  who  was  dangeroully  ill.  It 
wa^  about  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  when  the  meffenger  came 
to  my  houfe  ;  but  as  I  was  not  at 
home,  they  had  recourfe  to  another 
phyfician.  I'his  gentleman  judg¬ 
ing,  from  the  appearance  of  the 
patient,  that  it  was  an  apopIe6lic 
lit,  he  ordered  the  remedies  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  but  without  any  ef- 
fedl.  Clyhers  of'  tobacco,  with 
coloquintida,  made  not  the  leafl 
impreffion.  They  concluded  that 
the  patient  was  abfolutely  dead, 
and  from  that  moment  every  re- 
,  medy  was  difeontinued. 

It  was  not  before  t%vo  o\hck  in 
the  afternoon  that  I  was  informed 
either  of  the  invitation  in  the 
morning,  or  of  the  hate  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  I  ran  to  his  affiltance.  As 
I  was  entering  the  doors,  the  other 
phyfician  happened  to  meet  me, 
told  me  the  cook  was  dead,  and 
that  every  kind  of  aid  had  been  ad- 
miniflred  in  vain. 

This  account  did  not  abate  my 
defires  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate 
ohjed.  I  went  into  the  room 
where  the  fupp)ofed  corpfe,  yet  in 
bed,  was  expofed  to  the  fight  of 
a  multitude  of  fpedtators,  all  of 


whom  feemed  affedled  with  the 
event. 

^  1  hey  were  already  preparing  for 
his  funeral.  T immediately  exa¬ 
mined  his  body  with  the  llriaeft 
attention  ;  I  found  his  face  livid, 
and  a  little  fvvollen  ;  the  eyes  half 
open,  bright,  prominent  ;  the 
mouth  clofed,  teeth  fixed,  the  neck 
erdarged,  the  belly  very  much 
fwoln  :  there  was  neither  palfe 
nor  refpiration. 

By  thefe  different  fymptoms  l 
concluded  immediately,  that  thev 
were  the  effedl  of  the  vapour  of 
lighted  charcoal.  I  made*enquiry 
upon  this  fubjea  of  all  the  do- 
meilics.  TT  he  kitchen  girl  inform¬ 
ed  me,  that  he  had  retired  to  his 
chamber  about  ele-veti  o’clock  the 
preceding  evening,  in  good  health  ; 
that  file  had  carried  up,  by  his 
order,  a  brafier,  with  charcoal ; 
that  finding  he  did  not  make  his 
appearance  in  the  kitchen  at  the 
ufual  hour,  fiie  concluded  that  he 
was  fiill  afieep  ;  but  perceiving 
that  it  grew  late,  fiie  w’ent  into  the 
room  in  order  to  awaken  him,  and 
then  fhe  found  him  in  the  fituation 
in  which  I  had  feen  him. 

This  account  confirming  my 
conjedlures,  1  prepared  to  admini- 
ller  afiiftance.  1  ordered  him  to  be 
immediately  taken  out  of  the  bed 
and  out  of  the  chamber,  and  had 
him  placed  naked  upon  a  feat  in  a 
court  by  the  fide  of  a  fountain. 
After  he  w'as  properly  fixed,  I  be¬ 
gan  with  throwing  cold  water  in 
his  face  by  glafsfuls.  I  defired  fe- 
veral  of  the  afliftants  to  follow  my 
example,  but  they  complied  with 
reluftance,  beings  prepofTeffed  ^hat 
the  man  was  dead,  and  that  my  at¬ 
tempts  were  fruitlcfs. 

More  than  an  hour  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  the  patient  had  difeovered  any 
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figns  of  fenfibility.  The  attend¬ 
ants  began  to  deipair,  and  to  ani¬ 
mate  their  courage,  I  aifured  them 
that  in  a  fhort  time  they  would 
perceive  their  error.  This  aifur- 
ance,  join’d  to  my  entreaties,  made 
them  renew  the  application  of  the 
water ;  they  threw  it  with  greater 
force,  and  more  frequently  than 
before,  which  foon  produced  a  {light 
hickup. 

This  hrft'fymptom  having  ftruck 
them  like  a  refurredlion,  the  noife 
thereof  was  foon  fpread  throughput 
the  manfion,  and  feveral  perfons 
of  diftinftion  ran  to  the  place  ;  I 
ordered  the  adminiflration  of  cold 
water  to  be  continued  in  thpir  pre¬ 
fence,  frequently,  and  by  glafs- 
fuls.  The  hiccoughs  became  ftrong- 
er  and  more  frequent,  and  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  teeth  began  to 
relax. 

I  had  ordered  cylinders  of  li¬ 
quorice  root  to  be  prepared.  I 
introduced  fome  with  the  utmoil: 
difficulty  between  the  teeth,  to 
hinder  them  from  fixing  again  ; 
and  we  foon  perceived  the  efibrts 
of  the  air  attempting  to  enter  the 
cheft,  and  of  the  cheit  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  difiend  and  contract  itfelf. 

I  ordered  Spaniih  fnuff  alfo  to 
be'  blown  into  the;  noftrils  with  a 
view  to  excite  fneezings,  tho’  with¬ 
out  this  effied;  ;  but  the  attendants 
perceived  him  to  move  his  head, 
and  give  manifeit  figns  of  fenfa- 
tion  ;  he  moved  alfo  his  right  hand 
and  fingers,  as  if  he  wi filed  to  raife 
'them  to  his  nofe.  This  new  in¬ 
dication  of  his  RefurreBion  gave 
the  higheil  fatisfadlion  to  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  projeflion  of  water  was 
continued  with  vigour,  and  the 
frequency  of  the  hiccoughs  increaf- 
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ed  proportionably.  This  remedy 
excited  a  flight  vomiting  of  nau- 
feous  matter.  1  had  already  fpent 
three  compleat  hours  in  attempting 
the  recovery,  and  had  ad  vanced  no 
fat*ther  than  to  the  fymptoms  men¬ 
tioned  above  ;  but  they  portended 
a  peffedl  cure.  This  I  intimated 
to  the  attendants,  and  perfevered 
in  the  application  of  the  cold  wa¬ 
ter. 

The  continuance  of  this  fimple 
remedy  at  length  procured  a  vo¬ 
miting  of  frothy  matter,  refem- 
bling  foap  Aids,  to  which  fucceed- 
ed  the  mofi;  violent  efforts  of  the 
chefi;  to  relieve  itfelf.  The  body 
of  the  patient  began  to  be  greatly 
agitated,  and  to  raife  itfelf.  All 
the  members,  and  particularly  the 
fingers  and  toes,  became  violently 
contracted.  In  a  word,  he  uttered 
a  cry  which  I  had  prefaged  to  be 
the  moil  certain  fign  of  returning 
life.  I  redoubled  at  the  fame  time 
the  projedion  of  the  water,  and 
this  renev/al  produced  a  frelh  dif- 
charge  of  faponaceous  matter,  with 
new  attempts  to  refpire.  The  . 
movements  of  the  body  redoubled 
with  fucli  agitation,  that  they 
feemed  to  indicate  the  pain  which  ^ 
the  patient  fufiered  from  fo  long 
a  continuance  of  our  method  of 
treatment. 

I  was  perfdaded,  by  the  mofl 
urgent  entreaties,  to  convey  the 
patient  from  the  open  court,  where 
we  ail  experienced  the  fevered  cold, 
into  a  warmer  place.  At  firfl:  I 
oppofed  their  entreaties,  but  was 
at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
requeils  of  his  relations.  He  was 
conveyed  into  the  kitchen  ;  but 
what  I  had  feared  and  predidedy 
came  to  pafs.  The  patient  was 
no  fooner  conveyed  thither,  tban 
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he  relapfed  into  his  former  liate  of 
infenfibility.  We  were  obliged  to 
open  the  windows  and  doors  im¬ 
mediately,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
greatell  degree  of  cold  poffible,  and 
renew  the  projection  of  water, 
which  we  fortunately  found  at 
hand.  Three  hours  more  were 
employed  in  this  exercife  ;  and  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  nine  o’clock  in 
the  evening  the  fubjeCt  began  to 
cry  out  with  violence,  and  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  univerfal  trembling. 

I  now  conducted  myfelf  as  in  the 
former  cafes,  and  ordered  him  to 
be  put  to  bed. 

1  Vifited  him  about  half  pad  ten 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  I  found  him 
perfectly  fenlible,  but  his  belly 
was  diltended,  and  his  body  was 
*  feized  with  Ihiverings  at  intervals. 
I  ordered  a  glyfter  to  be  applied, 
and  a  ptifan,  of  chicken  broth  with 
nitre,  to  be  given  him,  and  alfo 
the  vulnerary  mixture,  with  the 
liquor  mineralis  HofFmanni.  Thefe 
medicines  having  appeafed  the  lat¬ 
ter  fymptoms,  1  learned  the  next 
morning  that  he  had  paffed  a  good 
night.  The  pulfe  was  become 
more  regular,  and  the  pain  in  the 
head  Ids,  as  alfo  the  Ihiverings, 
and  there  only  remained  a  fenfa- 
tion  of  fatigue,  and  a  fmall  dillen- 
tion  of  the  abdomen,  pccalioned  by 
the  wind. 

The  fourth  day  our  patient  find¬ 
ing  himfelf  radically  cured  by  the 
continuance  of  proper  remedies, 
determined  to  go  to  the  foot  of  the 
altar,  and  return  thanks  to  God 
for  preferving  him  from  being  in¬ 
terred  alive  ;  a  miferable  event, 
which  would  indubitably  have  tak¬ 
en  place,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
application  of  this  efficacious  re¬ 
medy  ! 
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The foUonx'ing  Cafe,  tranfated  from 
the  French,  and  inferted  in  the 
Reports  of  the  Humane  Society, 
cannot  be  too  extS7:fe^ely  publifhed, 
as  it  proves  the  great  Danger,  and 
enjen  Inhumanity ,  of  im?nediately 
abandoning  ncnv  -  born  Infants 
^'hen  apparently  dead,  infead  of 
affidmujly  perfc'-vering  in  the  Trial 
of  e-very  Method  that  may  ref  ore 
them  to  Life. 

AP  U  P  I  L  in  Midwifry  in 
Manhein,  being  fent  for  to 
Lampertheim  on  Good  Friday 
laft,  to  a  woman  in  labour,  found 
her  in  a  very  weak  Hate  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  haemorrhage  of  15 
days  continuance.  He  delivered 
her  of  a  boy  perfeClIy  formed,  but 
who,  though  all  the  means  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes  were  tried,  gave  no 
figns  of  life.  Fortunately  the  prac¬ 
titioner  recoIIeCled,  that  when  he  < 
had  feparated  the  funis  umbilicalis, 
its  artery  was  filled  with  blood, 
from  which  he  concluded,  that  the 
death  of  the  child  was  not  occa- 
fioned  by  the  mother’s*  hcemorr- 
hage ;  for  when  that  is  the  cafe, 
the  umbilical  artery  is  generally 
empty  and  flaccid.  This  confi- 
deration  encouraged  him  to  try  the 
following  experiment  ; 

Having  placed  the  child  in 
a  bath  ol  warm  wine,  he  applied 
his  mouth  to  that  of  the  patient, 
and  blew  into  it,  clofing  the  no- 
flrils  w'ith  the  right  hand,  that  the 
breath  might  be  impelled  into  the 
trachea,  wffiile,  with  his  left  hand, 
he  rubb’d  the  abdomen  ;  by  thefe 
means  producing  a  kind  of,  artificial 
refpiration.  He  continued  this 
operation  during  the  fpace  of  half 
an  hour,  without  perceiving  any 
effei^i,  except  that  the  colour  of 

the 
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the  body  became  more  animated. 
This  flight  prorpedl  of  fuccefs  made 
him  perfift  in  his  endeavours.  Af¬ 
ter  ten  minutes  the  infant  fuddenly 
breathed  in  a  convulfive  manner, 
and  uttered  a  plaintive  cry,  'but 
without  repeating  thefe  fymptoms. 
lie  now  obferved  a  flight  puifation 
in  the  funis  umbilicalis,  but  with¬ 
out  any  perceptible  motion  of  the 
thorax.  Encouraged  by  thefe  fa- 
xmurable  apptearances,  he  continued 
to  blow  into  the  mouth  of  the 
child,  who  foon  gave  repeated 
hghs,  and  in  a  little^time  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  compleat  recovery  was  the 
reward  of  thefe  affiduous  attempts 
in  which  this  gentleman  had  per- 
fevered  during  three  quarters  of  an 
hour.* 


Of  f7no]iy  Houfes,  occafioned  by  Faults 
in  other  Parts  of  the  Building^^al- 
togelher  independent  of  the  Struhlure 
of  the  Chimney  itfelf. 

firft  and  mod  com- 
J,  mon  defefl  is  a  too  great 
clofenefs  of  the  room.  Smoke 
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is  impelled  up  the  chimney  by 
the  preffure  of  the  air  entering 
at  the  fire-place,  and  rifing  up¬ 
wards  after  being  ratified  by  the 
heat  of  the  fire  ;  but  if  frefh  air  is 
not  admitted  into  the  apartments 
in  fufiicient  quantities,  to  fupply 
the  confumption  by  the  fire,  the 
room  will  be  quickly  exhauded^ 
and  the  air  in  it  become  as  light  as 
the  external  air  at  the  top  of  the 
chimney,  fo  that  the  fmoke  will 
as  readily  be  difperfed  into  the 
chamber  as  through  the  chimney. 

In  this  cafe,  if  any  door  or  win¬ 
dow  is  opened,  fo  as  to  admit  plenty 
of  free  air,  the  fmoke  will  be  qu  ck- 
ly  difpelled,  and  the  proper  cir¬ 
culation  edablidied.  The  fame 
elFeft  will  be  produced,  by  making 
a  fmall  hole  in  fome  of  the  fides  of 
the  room:  but  unlefs  this  be  done 
with  fome  judgment,  it  may  fre¬ 
quently  add  to  the  difeafe,  as  it 
may  concur  with  fome  of  the  other 
caufes  of  fmoky  houfes,  to  be  af¬ 
terwards  mentioned. 

A  better  method  of  remedying 
this  evil  would  be,  to  have  a  fmall 
hole  made  in  the  wall  at  the  back 


*  We  have  inferted  in  the  Reports  of  the  year  1774,  page  70,  two  cafes  of  a 
fimilar  nature,  merely  as  inftances  of  the  fuccefs  which  will  fometimes  attend 
our  affiduous  ufe  of  fuitahle  methods  in  the  cafe  of  ftill-born  children.  For 
trie  fame  ends  we  will  alfo  fubjoin  the  following  cafe  communicated  to  us  by 
Dr.  Houlfton  ; 

A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Wright  Gleave,  furgeon,  in  Liverpool,  delivered  - 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke,  fait  boiler  there,  of  a  fon,  Auguftai,  1776, 
This  woman  had  a  deformed  pelvis,  and  had  not  been  delivered  of  her  otlie 
children  (except  one  at  feven  months)  without  the  help  of  inftruments*  She 
now  had  a  laborious,  lingei  ing  time  5  but  at  the  end  of  two  days,  was  deli¬ 
vered  naturally.  The  child’s  head  y.'as  much  elongated.  It  had  neither  re-^ 
fpiration,  puifation,  nor  motion  5  and  was  judged  by  all  the  by-lfanders  to  be, 
dead.  It  remained  thus  ten  minutes  at  leak,  though  Mr.'  GleaVe  had  very  ju 
dicioufly  employed  immediately  friftions  on  the  cheft,  temples,  foies  of  the 
feet,  &c.  change  of  pofture,  and  inflation  of  the  lungs,  Afre^  thefe  had 
been  perfevered  in  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  fome  puifation  of  the  heart  waS> 
perceived  ;  foon  after,  fome  motion,  and  then  a  general  convulfion  came  on, 
which  lafted  near  ten  minutes:  after  which  the  child  cried,  and  recovered  per-, 
feffly, 
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o/  the  chimney,  and  immediately 
underneath  it ;  or  a  fmall  perfora¬ 
tion  made  in  the  wall  in  any  other 
convenient  manner  ;  the  one  end 
of  which  fhould  communicate  with 
the  external  air,  and  the  other  com¬ 
municate  with  the  chamber  in  any 
place  near  the  grate,  and  as  low 
down  as  poffible,  through  which  a 
conftant  fupply  of  air  would  be  ad- 
minidered  to  the  fire,  without  the 
fmalleft  inconvenience  or  trouble. 

If  this  were  pra<^tired,  doors  and 
windows  might  with  fafety  be 
made  much  clofer  than  ufual,  and 
our  apartments^  rendered  equally 
warm  and  comfortable,  with  a 
much  fmaller  quantity  of  fuel 
than  we  ufe  at  prefent.  For  as  the 
fire,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  con- 
ftruding  chambers,  is  kept  alive 
by  a  conflant  fuccelfion  of  cold  air 
from  the  doors,  ^windows,  and 
other  crannies  of  the  room,  rufhing 
towards  the  chimney  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  the  air  of  the  room,  which, 
if  not  cooled  by  this  means,  would 
be  quickly  heated  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  is  conftantly  kept  cold,  in 
fpite  of  the  ftrong  heat  of  a  blazing 
hre  ;  which,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  fcorches  the  parts  of  our  body 
that  are  moft  expofed  to  it,  does 
not  warm  the  parts  which  are  turn¬ 
ed  from  it ;  and  we  experience  at 
the  fame  time  a  burning  heat  and 
piercing  cold,  which  is  often  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  mofl:  difagreeable 
iffeCts.  But  if  the  fire  were  fup- 
plied  with  air  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned,  there  would  be  lefs  air 
drawn  in  through  the  crannies  of 
the  room,  fo  that  what  was  within 
would  be  foon  warmed,  and  conti¬ 
nue  long  fo,  even  with  a  fmail  de¬ 
gree  of  heat. 

However  improper  this  might  be 
for  people  in  perfeCl  health,  it 
might  furely  be  of  great  ufe  for 
VoL.XX.  1777. 
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thofe  who  are  in  a  weakly  habit  of 
body  ;  efpecially  if  care  were  taken 
to  carry  off  the  foul  air,  by  having 
a  fmall  tube  leading  from  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  room  to  the  top  of 
the  houfe,  through  which  the  air 
that  had  been  rendered  noxious  by 
the  fmoke  of  candles,  or  perfpira- 
tion,  would  be  conveyed  away, 
and  a  fucCefTiOn  of  frelh  air  admit¬ 
ted  from  the  tube  near  the  fire-place 
to  fupply  that  want. 

If  any  one  fhould  think  of  adopt¬ 
ing  this  fpecies  of  refinement,  it 
is  proper  he  fhould  be  warned  of 
the  inconveniencies  that  may  at¬ 
tend  it,  as  well  as  the^ benefits  that 
may  refult  from  it.  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore  be  excufed  for  pointing  thefe 
out  on  this  occafion  with  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  precifion. 

Perhaps  nothing  contributes  fa 
much  towards  preferving  the  health 
of  fedentary  and  reclufe  perfops, 
as  the  fires  that  are  ufually  burnt  in 
our  apartments ;  as  they  perform 
the  part  of  a  perpetual  ventilator, 
which  helps  to  carry  off  the  foul 
air,  that  is  continually  generating 
by  the  breath  of  the  company,  and 
burning  of  the  candles ;  which 
would  loon  be  accumulated  in  fuch 
quantities  as  to  become  extremely* 
noxious,  were  it  not  for  the  aid 
that  this  affords  us  in  cold  climates. 
— On  this  account  open  fires,  which 
are  much  more  chearful,  are  alfo 
more  conducive  to  health,  than 
concealed  ftoves,  which  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  fome  cold  countries. •—« 
We  ought  therefore  to  adhere  to 
our  own  old  falhiorl,  and  not  be 
in  too  much  hafte  to  imitate  our 
frugal  neighbours  in  this  particu¬ 
lar- 

For  the  fame  reafpn  I  would  by 
no  means  advife,  that  the  method 
above  defcribed  of  feeding  the  fire 
with  frefh  air,  fhould  be  adopted 
I  without 
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without  proper  precautions.  For 
fhould  our  doors  and  windows  be 
made  very  clofe,  and  thefe  pipes 
for  admitting  air  be  left  open,  the 
frelh  air  would  be  fo  readily  ad¬ 
mitted  by  that  means,  as  to  keep 
the  air  of  the  room  in  cequilibrio 
with  the  external  atmofphere,  fo 
that  little  or  none  would  be  prelfed 
in  through  the  crannies  at  which  it 
at  prefent  enters ;  and  the  perpe¬ 
tual  ventilation  would  thus  be 
Hopped, — and  the  foul  air  be  con¬ 
tinually  retained  in  the  room ; 
which  might  thus  indeed  be  heated 
at  a  much  fmaller  expence,  and 
more  equally,  than  at  prefent,  but 
it  would  be  at  the  fame  time  lefs 
healthful  to  the  inhabitants. 

It  would,  therefore,  by  no  means 
be  fafe  to  introduce  the  cool  air  by 
this  contrivance,  without  at  the 
fame  time  opening  a  vent-hole  in 
the  top  of  the  room,  by  which  the 
foul  air  might  be  carried  out  of 
the  apartment.  This  might  be 
done  by  means  of  a  fmall  tube 
opening  into  the  room,  either  in 
or  near  the  ceiling;  v/hich  might 
either  be  carried  to  the  top  of  the 
building,  or  be  made  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  external  air  by  a 
fmall  perforation  through  the  wall 
at  the  roof  of  the  room,  by  means 
of  either  of  which  a  proper  circu¬ 
lation  would  be  eftabiifhed,  and 
the  foul  air  be  carried  off. 

For  the  fire  would  no  fooner 
have  warmed  any  particles  of  air 
xvithin  the  room,  than  thefe  would 
be  greatly  expanded,  and  rife  im¬ 
mediately  upwards,  fo  as  to  fill 
the  higher  parts  of  the  room  with 
rarefied  air; — |ind  as  other  parti¬ 
cles  would  be  fucceffively  heated 
and  rarefied  in  their  turn,  by  their 
expanfive  force  they  would  prefs 
upon  the  fides  of  the  apartment  in 
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every  place,  fo  as  to  force  the 
lighted:  particles  through  the  open¬ 
ing  left  for  that  purpofe  in  the  top 
of  the  room,  by  which  means  ^tha 
fouled:  air  would  begradually  drawn 
off,  without  defeending  again  into 
the  lower  regions,  to  the  annoy¬ 
ance  of  the  company. 

By  attending  to  thefe  circum- 
flances,  it  will  appear  fufficiently 
obvious,  that  a  room  which  has 
fuch  a  ventilator,  within  itfelf  in  the 
roof,  will  be  more  fweetand  whole- 
fome  than  one  in  the  ordinary 
fafhion. — For  although  the  fire 
ventilates  the  under  part  of  the 
room  well  enough  ;  yet  fuch  parti¬ 
cles  of  air  as  are  rarefied  by  its  ac¬ 
tion  at  fuch  a  difiance  from  it,  as 
to  be  buoyed  upwards  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  chimney,  when  they 
©nee  rife  above  the  top  of  the  man¬ 
tle  will  be  carried  diredlly  to  the 
top  of  the  room,  where  they  mud: 
remain  clogged  with  the  foul  va¬ 
pours  ;  having  no  outlet  through, 
which  they  can  iffue  forth  to  the 
open  air. 

To  cure  this  evil,  a  fpecies  of 
ventilator  has  been  lately  contrived, 
by  fitting  a  fmall  circular  wheel  of 
metal  into  one  of  the  upper  panes 
of  the  highefi  w'indow  ;— which  is 
certainly  of  fome  utility,  unlefis 
where  it  is  attended  with  other  in- 
conveniencies,  which  now  require 
to  be  pointed  out. 

If  a  vent-hole  is  made  in  the 
roof  of  the  room,  through  which 
the  rarefied  air  may  be  readily 
emitted,  it  mud:  follow,  that  as 
the  air  within  the  room  is  gra- 
dually  heated,  and  thus  carried  off, 
fome  cool  freih  air  mud:  infinuate 
itfelf  into  the  room  to  fupply  that 
deficiency,  as  well  as  to  keep  the 
fire  alive  :  but  if  there  is  no  vent 
for  the  heated  air  in  the  room  but 

through 
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tliroUgh  the  pipe  of  the  chimney, 
there  will  be  lefs  danger  that  the 
fmoke  will  be  drawm  from  it  into 
the  apartment,  than  if  there  be 
another  opening  made  for  carrying 
off  that  heated  air  ; — fo  that  any 
thing  of  this  fort  muft  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  diminifh  the  draught  of 
the  chimney,  and  may  on  fome  oc- 
calions  produce  fmoke,  where  it 
would  not  have  appeared  without 
it. 

Every  opening,  therefore,  of  the 
fort  here  mentioned,  ought  to  be 
fo  contrived,  as  to  admit  of  being 
.  fhut  or  opened  at  pleafure,  fo  as 
that  a  remedy  may  be  at  hand  for 
this  difeafe  whenever  it  may  be¬ 
come  troublefome, — But  the  wheel- 
ventilators  above  alluded  to  do  not 
admit  of  this,  'and  are  on  this  ac¬ 
count  imperfect. 

There  is  no  necelTity  for  having 
that  opening  very  large  on  any  oc- 
caf  on,  but  it  ought  to  be  fo  formed 
as  to  admit  of  being  eaf  ly  con- 
tradled  without  being  wholly  Ihut; 

■  which  might  be  bell  efteded  by 
having  the  mouth  of  it  covered 
with  a  Hiding  Ihutter,  like  that  on 
the  end  of  a  telefcope,  which  might 
be  clofed  or  opened  to  any  degree 
at  pleafure. 

But  if, this  pipe  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  room  will  have  fome  ten¬ 
dency  in  any  cafe  to  produce  fmoke, 
it  will  be  rather  in  greater  danger 
of  occafioning  this,  if  the  frefli  air 
is  admitted  to  the  lire  by  the  pipes 
above  defcribed,  than  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  way. — For  as  the  room,  as 
well  as  the  chimney,  muft  in  this 
cafe  be  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied 
with  frelli  air  from  thefe  tubes, 
there  would  be  fome  danger,  that 
in  iiTuing  into  the  room  it  might 
draw  fome  fmoke  along  with  it. — 
7'hrs  danger,  however,  it  muft  be 
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acknowledged,  is  but  very  fmall, 
next  to  nothing, — as  all  the  frefti 
air  that  would  How  from  thefe  into 
the  room  would  iftue  at  the  under 
part  next  the  hearth,  where  there 
would  be  no  fmoke. — What  fnould 
go  once  through  the  grate,  could 
never  be  drawn  from  the  chimney^ 
unlefs  by  extreme  imprudence  in 
allowing  too  great  an  opening  in 
the  roof  of  the  room. 

It  would  be  better,  however,  on 
all  occafions  to  obviate  this  incon¬ 
venience,  fmall  as  it  is,  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  contrivance,  which  would 
render  our  apartments  more  fweet, 
wholefome,—— -equally  warm  in 
every  part,  and  more  agreeable 
upon  the  whole,  than  any  other. 

Let  another  opening  be  made  in 
the  ceiling  of  the  room,  having  a 
communication  with  a  fmall  pipe 
that  Ihould  lead  from  thence  either 
to  the  outlide  of  the  wall,  or  to  any 
other  part  of  the  building  that 
might  be  judged  more  convenient 5 
where  it  Ihould  be  bent,  and  con- 
dudled  downwards,  till  it  reached 
the  ground  ;  where  it  fhould  be 
left  open,  to  communicate  with  the 
external  air. — In  this  lituation  the 
cool  external  air  would  be  forced 
in  at  the  lower  opening  of  the 
tube,  and  made  to  afcend  into  the 
apartment,  in  proportion  to  .the 
quantity  that  efcaped  towards  the 
higher  regions  by  means  of  the 
ventilator, — And  as  that  weighty 
air  would  no  fooner  enter  the  room 
than  it  would  tend  towards  the  floor 
by  its  own  natural  gravity,  it 
would  gradually  mix  with  the 
heated  air  in  its  defeent, — heoomc 
in  fome  meafure  warmed  by  that 
means,  and  equally  difperfed 
through  the  room,  fo  as  flowly  and 
imperceptibly  to  reach  the  candles 
and  the  company  in  the  room, 

I  2 ‘  and 
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and  fupply  them  with  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  frefli  and  wholefome 
air,  without  the  inconveniencies  to 
which  the  company  are  fubjeded 
by  the  ufual  way  of  admitting  frefli 
air.  For,  if  it  enters  near  the  floor 
of  the  apartment,  it  is  hurried 
along  in  a  rapid  undivided  ftream 
towards  to  the  fire-place,  and 
liriking  upon  the  legs  and  inferior 
parts  of  the  body,  afFefts  them 
with  a  ftrong  fenfation  of  cold.  To 
overcome  the  effeds  of  this,  large 
lires  mufl;  be  kept ;  by  which  other 
parts  of  the  body  are  warmed  to  an 
extraordinary  degree,  which  is 
produdive  of  moll  of  thofe  difor- 
ders  that  are  pernicious  to  the 
young,  and  often  prove  fatal  to  the 
old,  during  the  winter  feafon,  in 
thefe  cold  regions. 

Thus  might  our  apartments  be 
kept  conftantly,  and  moderately, 
and  equably  vvarm,  at  a  moderate 
expence,  without  endangering  our 
health  on  the  one  hand,  by  re- 
fpiring  a  confined,  flagnant,  and 
putrid  air  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  fubjeding  ourfelves  to  fuch 
danger  of  catching  colds,  confump- 
tions,  and  rheumatic  complaints, 
by  being  expofed  to  fuch  exceed¬ 
ingly  unequal  degrees  of  heat  and 
cold,  as  are  unavoidable  where  our 
apartments  are  fo  open  as  to  admit 
a  ready  pafTage  to  the  external  air 
during  the  winter  feafon. 

The  reader  will  eafily  perceive, 
that  all  that  has  been  here  faid,  has 
a  reference  only  to  thofe  apartments 
in  cold  climates  and  rigorous  wea¬ 
ther,  where  fire  to  warm  them  be¬ 
comes  necelTary. — In  warmer  regi¬ 
ons,  or  during  the  fummer  feafon, 
there  can  be  no  objedion  to  the 
wheel  ventilator  in  the  window.— 
It  is  a  fimple  contrivance,  and  a 
fefe  and  effedual  mean  of  preferv- 
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ing  the  air  in  our  apartments  fweet 
and  wholefome  at  that  feafon. 


On  the  XJfefulnefs  of  nvajhing  and 
rubbing  the  Stems  of  'Trees ;  by 
Mr,  Marlham. 

I  Had  for  feveral  years  intendedto 
put  in  pradice  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Hales*  advice  of  wafhing,  with  that 
of  Mr.  Evelyn  of  rubbing  the  ftem 
of  a  tree,  in  order  to  increafe  its 
growth  ;  but  other  avocations  pre¬ 
vented  me  till  the  laft  fpring : 
when,  as  foon  as  the  buds  began 
to  fwell,  I  waflied  my  tree  round 
from  the  ground  to  the  beginning 
of  the  head  ;  viz.  between  thirteen 
*and  fourteen  feet  in  height.  This 
was  done  firfl;  with  water  and  a  ftifF 
fhoe-brufli,  until  the  tree  was  quite 
cleared  of  the  mofs  and  dirt :  then 
I  only  walked  it  with  a  coarfe  flan¬ 
nel.  I  repeated  the  walhing  three, 
four,  or  five  times  a  week,  during 
all  the  dry  time  of  the  fpring,  and 
the  fore-part  of  the  fummer ;  but 
after  the  rains  were  frequent,  I 
very  feldom  walhed.  The  un- 
walhed  tree,  whofe  growth  I  pro- 
pofed  to  compare  with  it,  was  (at 
five  feet  from  the  ground)  before 
the  laft  year’s  increafe,  3  ft.  7  in. 
Y^ths ;  and  in  the  autumn,  after 
the  year’s  growth  was  compleated, 
3  ft.  9  in.  ~th ;  viz.  increafe  i  in. 
y^ths.  The  walhed  tree  was  laft 
fpring  3  ft.  7  in.  and  in  th« 

autumn  it  was  3  ft.  9  in.  x^o.ths  ; 
viz.  increafe  2  in.  y^^ths,  that  is, 
one-tenth  of  an  inch  above  double 
the  increafe  of  the  unwalhed  tree. 
As  the  difference  was  fo  great,  and 
as  feme  unknown  accident  might 
have  injured  the  growth  of  the  un¬ 
walhed  tree,  I  added  the  year’s  in- 

creafe 
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creafe  of  five  other  beeches  of  the 
fame  age  (viz.  all  that  I  had  mea- 
fured),  and  found  the  aggregate 
increafe  of  the  fix  unwafhed  beeches 
to  be  9  in.  t’gths,  which,  divided 
by  fix,  gives  one  inch  and  five- 
tenths  and  an  half  for  the  growth 
of  each  tree  ;  fo  the  gain  by  vvaih- 
ing  is.  niae-tenths  and  an  half.  To 
make  the  experiment  fairly,  I  fixed 
on  two  of  my  largeft  beeches,  fown 
in  I74i>  and  tranfplanted  into  a/ 
grove  in  1749*  The  wafhed  tree 
had  been,  from  the  firif  year,  the 
largeft  plant  till  the  year  1767, 
when  its  rival  became  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  largeft  plant,  until  1  be¬ 
gan  to  wafh  the  other  :  therefore  1 
fixed  on  the  lefs  thriving  tree  as 
the  faireft  trial.  The  trees  were 
nearly  of  the  fame  height  and 
fhape,  fpreading  a  circle  of  about 
fifty  feet  diameter.  I  think  it 
neceffary  to  mention  thefe  circum- 
ftances  ;  for  I  know  by  experience, 
that  a  fhort  and  fpreading  tree, 
having  ample  room,  will  increafe 
twice  or  three  times,  and  perhaps 
four  times  as  much,  as  atallfmall- 
headed  tree  of  the  fame  age,  that 
ftands  near  other  trees.  Thus  my 
wafhed  beech  increafed  above  fix 
times  as  much  as  Mr.  Drake’s 
beautiful  beech  at  Shardeloes, 
though  that  tree  feemed  in  good 
health  when  I  faw  it  in  1759  and 
1766.  But  it  increafed  only  2  in. 
y^^ths  in  thofe  feven  years  ;  which 
may  perhaps  be  owing  to  its  vaft 
height,  being  feventy-four  feet 
and  a  half  to  the  boughs  (as  the 
late  knight  of  the  (hire  for  Suffolk, 
Sir  John  Rous,  told  me  that  Mr. 
Drake  had  informed  him)  only  fix 
feet  and  four  inches  round,  and 
having  a  fmall  head,  and  little 
room  to  fpread. 

Stratton,  Od.  29,  1775. 
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DireSlions  for  making  the  hejl  Com- 
pojition  for  the  Metals  of  reflect  ng 
7elefcopeSy  by  Mr.  John  Mudge. 

The  perfedion  of  the  metal 
of  which  the  fpeculum  ftiould 
be  made  confifts  in  its  hardnefs, 
whitenefs,  and  compadnefs ;  for 
upon  thefe  properties  the  refledive 
powers  and  durability  of  the  fpe¬ 
culum  depend.  And  firft  of  the 
hardnefs  and  whitenefs  of  the  me¬ 
tal.  There  are  various  compofi- 
tions  recommended  in  Smith’s  Op¬ 
tics,  all  which  have  however  their 
feveral  defeds.  Three  parts  cop¬ 
per  and  one  part  and  one-fourth  of 
tin  will  make,  he  fays,  a  very  hard 
white  metal ;  but  it  is  liable  to  be 
porous.  This,  however,  is  an. 
imperfedion  which  I  fhall  pre- 
fently  fhew  the  method  of  prevent¬ 
ing  ;  but  the  permanent  fault  of  it, 
and  which  I  have  myfelf  expe¬ 
rienced,  is,  that  it  is  not  hard 
enough.  The  fpeculum  of  a  re- 
fleding  telefcope  ought  to  have  the 
utmoft  poffible  hardnefs,  compati¬ 
ble  with  its  being  operated  upon 
by  the  tool. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ever 
fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  tin  added  to 
melted  copper  deftroys  its  perfed 
malleability,  and  at  the  fame  time 
produces  a  metal  whiter  and  harder 
than  copper.  As  the  quantity  of 
tin  is  increafed,  fuppofe  to  a  fifth 
or  fourth  part,  the  metal  becomes 
whiter,  ftill  harder,  and  confe- 
quently  more  friable.  If  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  tin  be  further  increafed  to 
a  third  of  the  whole  compofition, 
it  will  then  have  its  utmoll  white¬ 
nefs  ;  but  will  be  rendered  at  the 
fame  time  fo  exceedingly  hard  and 
brittle,  that  the  fineft  waflied  eme¬ 
ry  upon  lead  or  brafs  will  not  cut 
it  without  breaking  up  its  furface; 
1  3  aad 


and  the  common  blue  flones  ufed 
in  grinding  the  fpeculum,  will  not 
touch  it.  Mr.  Jackfon  (fome  time 
fmce  dead)  a  mathematical-inftru- 
ment-maker,  and  a  niofl  excellent 
workman,  told  me,  that  the  tin 
was  increafed  to  the  above  propor¬ 
tion  in  his  metals ;  but  that  they 
were  fo  exceedingly  hard,  that  it 
coll  him  an  inhnite  deal  of  pains, 
and  a  journey  of  two  hundred  miles, 
to  find  out  a  hone  of  fufficient 
hardnefs  to  cut  it,  and  whofe  tex¬ 
ture  at  the  fame  time  was  fine 
enough  not  to  injure  its  furface. 
I  have  feen  feveral  of  his  iinifhed 
metals  ;  they  were  indeed  perfedfly 
bard  and  white  ;  but  the  kind  of 
ilone  with  which  he  ground  them 
Jie  kept  a  fecret. 

After  many  experiments  with 
various  proportions  of  tin  and  cop¬ 
per,  by  gradually  increafing  the 
former,  I  at  lad  found  that  "four¬ 
teen  ounces  and  an  half  of  grain- 
tin  to  two  pounds  of  good  Swedifh 
copper,  made  a  beautiful  white 
and  very  hard  metal ;  fo  hard  in¬ 
deed,  that  the  ftones  would  but 
barely  cut  it,  and  waflied  emery  on 
brafs  or  tin  but  juft  grind  the  fur- 
face  wiihout  breaking  it  up  ; 
whereas  the  proportion  of  tin  be¬ 
ing  increafed  by  the  addition  of 
only  another  half  ounce,  the  for¬ 
mer  inconvenience  immediately 
took  place.  This  therefore  is  the 
hiaximmn  in  point  of  hardnefs. 

Thus  much  of  the  two  firft  con- 
fderations,  the  hardnefs  and  white- 
pcfs  of  the  metal  ;  the  next,  and 
Indeed  the  moft  eftential,  property 
is  its  compa(Iftnefs,  or  its  being 
without  pores. 

7  his  compofttion  (though  com¬ 
plete  in  the  former  refpeds)  was, 
ps  well  as  Dr.  Smith’s,  fubjed 
pyery  jipw  and  then  to  be  porous ; 


fometimes,  indeed,  I  fucceeded 
in  calling  a  fmgle  metal,  or  per¬ 
haps  two  or  three,  without  this 
imperfedion  ;  at  other  times,  and 
moft  frequently  indeed,  they  were 
attended  with  this  defed,  without 
my  being  at  all  able  to  form  a ' 
probable  conjedure  at  the  caufe  of 
my  fuccefs  or  difappointment.  The 
pores  were  fo  very  frnall  that  they 
were  not  difcoverable  when  the  me¬ 
tal  had  received  a  good  face  and 
figure  upon  the  hones,  nor  till  the 
laft  and  higheft  polifh  had  been 
given  ;  and  then  it  frequently  ap¬ 
peared  as  if  dulled  over  with  mil¬ 
lions  of  microfcopic  pores,  which 
were  exceedingly  prejudicial  in  two 
refpeds ;  for  firft,  they  became  in 
time  a  lodgment  for  a  moifture 
which  tarniftied  the  furface  ;  and 
fecondly,  on  polilhing  the  fpecu- 
lym.  the  putty  necelfarily  rounded 
off  the  edges  of  the  pores,  fo  as  to 
fpoil  a  great  part  of  the  metal,  by 
the  lofs  of  as  much  light  and  fharp- 
nefs  in  the  image  as  there  were 
defedive  points  of  refiedion  in  the 
metal. 

Befides  the  trouble  of  a  great 
number  of  experiments,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  this  mifchief,  and  to  af- 
certain  the  caufe  to  which  it  was 
owing,  there  was  this  additional 
inconvenience  attending  it,  viz. 
that  the  fault  was  not  difcovered, 
as  was  obferved  before,  till  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  had  been  taken  in 
grinding  and  even  polilhing  the 
metal,  the  whole  of  which  was 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  mortifying 
difcovery  of  this  defed. 

I  was  extricated  at  laft  from  this 
difficulty,  and  in  fome  meafure  by 
accident.  Having  one  day  made 
a  great  number  of  experiments, 
and  having  melted  down  all  the 
good  copper  I  had  or  could  pro- 
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cure  ;  though  puzzled  and  fatigued, 
yet  not  caring  to  g-ive  it  up,  I  re- 
collefited  that  I  had  fome  metal 
which  was  refer  ed  out  of  curiolity, 
and  was  a  part  of  one  of  the  bells 
of  St.  Andrew’s  which  had  been 
re-cad.  Expefting,  however,  very 
little  from  this  grofs  and  uncertain 
compofition,  I  was  neverthelefs  de¬ 
termined  to  fee  what  could  be  made 
of  it  by  enriching  the  compofition 
with  a  little  trefli  tin.  According¬ 
ly  caiting  a  metai  with  it,  it  turned 
out  perfedly  free  from  pores,  and 
in  every  refpebl  as  fine  a  metal  as 
ever  1  law. 

I  could  not  at  firft  conceive  to 
what  this  fuccefs  was  owing  ;  but 
at  lad  I  hit  upon  the  real  caufe  of 
that  defefl,  which  had  given  me 
fo  much  embarradinent  and  trou¬ 
ble  during  a  courfe  of  near  a  hun¬ 
dred  experim.ents,  and  in  confe- 
quence.  thereof  fell  upon  a  method 
which  ever  after  prevented  it. 

I  had  hitherto  always  melted  the 
copper  drd,  and  when  it  was  fuffi- 
ciently  fufed,  I  ufed  to  add  the  pro¬ 
portional  quantity  of  tin  ;  and  as 
ibon  as  the  two  were  mixed,  and 
the  fcoria  taken  off,  the  metal  was 
poured  into  the  moulds.  I  Jbeg^n 
to  confider  that  putty  was  calcined 
tin,  and  llrongly  fufpefted,  that 
the  excedive  heat'  which  the  copper 
necedarily  undergoes  before  fudon, 
was  fudicient  to  reduce  part  of  the 
tin  to  this  date  of  calcination, 
which  therefore  might  fly  off  from 
the  compodtion  in  the  form  of 
putty,  at  the  time  the  metal  w'as 
poured  into  the  flafks. 

Upon  this,  idea,  after  I  had  fur- 
nilhed  myfelf  with  fome  more 
Swedifh  copper  and  grain-tin  (both 
which  I  had  always  before  ufed) 

I  melted  the  copper,  and  having 
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• 

added  the  tin  as  ufual  to  it,  cad 
the  whole  into  an  ingot :  this  was, 
as  I  expefted,  porous.  I  then 
melted  it  again,  and  as  in  this 
mixed  date  itdid  notacquirehalf  the 
heat  which  was  before  neceffary  to 
melt  the  copper  alone,  fo  it  was  not 
fufneient  to  calcine  the  tin  ;  the 
fpeculum  was  then  perfeflly  clofe, 
and  free  from  this  fault ;  nor  did  J 
ever  after,  in  a  lingle  indance, 
meet  with  the  above-mentioned 
imperfection. 

All  that  is  neceffary,  therefore, 
to  be  done  to  procure  a  metal  which 
fhall  be  white,  as  hard  as  it  can  be 
wrought,  and  perfectly  compact,  is 
to  melt  two  pounds  of  Swedifh  cop¬ 
per,  and  when  fo  melted,  to  add 
fourteen  ounces  and  a  half  ofgraiiy- 
tin  to  it;  then,  having  taken  off 
the  fcoria,  to  cad  it  into  an  ingot. 
This  metal  mud  be  a  feepnd  time 
melted  to  cad  the  fpeculum  ;  but 
as  it  will  fufe  in  this  compound 
date  with  a  fmall  heat,  and  there¬ 
fore  will  not  calcine  the  tin  into 
putty,  it  fhould  be  poured  off  as 
fbon  as  it  is  melted,  giving  it  no 
more  heat  than  is  abfoiutely  ne- 
cedary.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  fame  metal,  by  fre¬ 
quent  melting,  lofes  fomething  of 
its  hardnefs  and  whitenefs :  when 
this  is  the  cafe,  it  becomes  neceffary 
to  enrich  the  metal  by  the  addition 
of  a  little  tin,  perhaps  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  hvflf  an  ounce  to  a  pound. 
Ancfindeed  when  the  metal  is  hrd 
made,  if  ind.ead  of  adding  the  four¬ 
teen  ounces  and  a  half  of  tin  to  the 
two  pounds  of  melted  copper, 
about  one  ounce  of  the  tin  were  to 
be  referved  and  added  to  it  in  the 
fucceeding  melting,  before  it  is 
cad  off  into  the  moulds,  the  com¬ 
pofition  would  be  the  more  bcau- 
I  4  tiful 
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tiful,  and  the  grain  of  it  much 
liner :  this  I  know  by  experience 
to  be  the  cafe. 

The  beft  method  for  giving  the 
jnelted  metal  a  good  furface  is  this : 
the  moment  before  it  is  poured  oif, 
throw  into  the  crucible  a  fpoonful 
of  charcoal- dud  ;  immediately  af¬ 
ter  which  the  metal  muft  be  llirred 
with  a  wooden  fpatula,  and  poured 
into  the  moulds 

I  wifh  I  may  not  be  conhdered 
as  tedious  in  the  above  det^ih;  but 
as  this  bufinefs  caufed  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  I  was  willing  to 
give  feme  account  of  the  means  by 
which  I  was  freed  from  this  diffi¬ 
culty  ever  after.  Perhaps,  indeed, 
the  whole  of  this  procefs  may  be 
unneceffary,  as  many  years  fince, 
I  communicated  this  compofition, 
and  I  believe  at  the  ffime  time  the 
method  of  preventing  the  pores,  to 
the  late  Mr.  Peter  Collinfon,  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Society ; 
and  likewdfe  two  or  three  years 
fince,  at  the  deiire  of  my  brother, 
to  Mr.  Michell.  Although  it  be 
poffible,  therefore,  that  this  me¬ 
thod  is  generally  known,  yet,  as  I 
have  frequently  of  late  feen  fpecula 
with  this  defeil,  and  obferyed  me¬ 
tals  of  fome  of  Mr.  Short’s  tele- 
fcopes  which  are  not  quite  fo  per¬ 
fect  as  could  be  vvilhed  (though 
they  are  all  exquifitely  figured)  I 
was  willing  by  this  publication 
Vvholly  to  remove  any  future  em- 
barraffment  of  this  fort,  and  to  fur- 
niffi  workmen  with  an  excellent 
compofition  for  their  metals.  And 
would  the  Royal  Society  be  pleafed 
to  honour  the  procefs  with  a  place 
in  their  records,  I  know  of  no  other 
method  fo  proper  to  give  this,  as 
well  as  the  following  information, 
a  general  notoriety. 

The  metal  being  caf^,  there  will 
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be  no  occafion  for  the  complicated 
apparatus  directed  by  Dr.  Smith, 
for  grinding  and  polifhing  it. 
Four  tools  are  all  that  are  neceffary, 
viz.  the  rough  grinder  to  work  off 
the  rough  face  of  the  metal;  a 
brafs  convex  grinder,  on  which 
the  metal  is  to  receive  its  fpherical 
figure  j  a  bed  of  hones,  which  is  to 
perfe(fl  that  figure,  and  to  give  the 
metal  a  fine  fmooth  face  ;  and  a 
concave  tool  or  bruifer,  with  which 
both  the  brafs  grinder,  and  the 
hones  are  to  be  formed.  A  po- 
liffier  may  be  confidered  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional  tool ;  but  as  the  brafi 
grinder  is  ufed  for  this  purpofe, 
and  its  pitchy  furface  is  expedi- 
tioufly,  and  without  difficulty  form¬ 
ed  by  the  bruifer,  the  apparatus  is 
therefore  not  enlarged. 

O 


Ok  the  XJfe  of  Oak  Leases  in  Hot- 
Houfes  in  Preference  to  P^anneP  s 
Barky  by  W.  Speedily,  Gardener 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land. 

IPrefume  that  the  leaves  of  the 
oak  abound  with  the  fame  qua¬ 
lity  as  the  bark  of  the  tree,  there¬ 
fore  the  fooner  they  are  raked  up 
after  they  fall  from  the  trees,  the 
better,  as  that  quality  will  natu¬ 
rally  decreafe  during  the  time  they 
are  expofed  to  the  weather.  After 
being  raked  into  heaps  they  fhould 
immediately  be  carried  to  fome 
place  near  the  hot-houfes,  where 
they  muft  lie  to  couch.  I  generally 
fence  them  round  with  charcoal- 
hurdles,  or  any  thing  elfe  to  keep 
them  from  being  blown  about  the 
garden  in  windy  weather.  In  this 
place  w'e  tread  them  well,  and  wa¬ 
ter  them  in  cafe  they  happen  to 
have  been  brought  in  dry.  We 
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make  the  heap  fix  or  {even  feet  ift 
thicknefs,  covering  it  over  with 
o)d  matts,  or  any  thing  elfe,  to 
prevent  the  upper  leaves  from  be¬ 
ing  blown  away*  In  a  few  days 
the  heap  will  come  to  a  ftrong 
heat.  For  the  firft  year  or  two 
that  I  ufed  thefe  leaves,  I  did  not 
continue  them  in  the  heat  longer 
than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight ;  but 
in  this  I  difcovered  a  confiderable 
inconvenience,  as  they  fettled  fo 
much  when  got  into  the  hot-houfe 
as  Ibon  to  require  a  fupply.  Taught 
by  experience,  I  now  let  them  re¬ 
main  in  the  heap  for  five  or  fix 
weeks,  by  which  time  they  are 
properly  prepared  for  the  hot- 
houfes.  In  getting  them  into  the 
pine-pits,  if  they  appear  dry,  we 
water  them  again  treading  them  in 
layers  exceedingly  well  till  the  pits 
are  quite  full.  We  then  cover  the 
whole  with  tan  to  the  thicknefs  of 
two  inches,  and  tread  it  well  till 
the  furface  become  fmooth  and 
even.  On  this  we  place  the  pine- 
pots  in  the  manner  they  are  to 
Itand,  beginning  with  the  middle 
row  firft,  and  filling  up  the  fpaces 
between  the  pots  with  tan.  In 
like  manner  we  proceed  to  the  next 
row  till  the  whole  be  finifhed  ;  and 
this  operation  is  performed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  tan  only  is 
ufed. 

After  this  the  leaves  require  no 
farther  trouble  the  whole  feafon 
through,  as  they  will  retain  a  con- 
ftant  and  regular  heat  for  twelve 
months  without  either  ftirring  or 
turning ;  and  if  f  may  form  a 
judgment  from  their  appearance 
when  taken  out,  (being  always  en¬ 
tire  and  perfect)  it  is  probable  they 
would  continue  their  heat  through 
a  fecond  year ;  but  as  an  annual 
fupply  of  leaves  is  eafiiy  obcaiued, 
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fuch  a  trial  is  hardly  worth  the 
trouble  of  making. 

After  this  the  pines  will  have  no 
occafion  to  be  moved  but  at  the 
ftated  times  ©f  their  management, 
viz.  at  the  ftiifting  them  in  their 
pots,  &c.  when  at  each  time  a  lit¬ 
tle  frefh  tan  fhould  be  added  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  arifing 
from  the  fettlifig  of  the  beds ;  but 
this  will  be  inconfiderable,  as  the 
leaves  do  not  fettle  much  after  their 
long  couching.  During  the  two 
firft  years  of  my  practice  I  did  not 
ufe  any  tan,  but  plunged  the  pine- 
pots  into  the  leaves,  and  juft  co¬ 
vered  the  furface  of  the  beds,  when 
finifiied,  with  a  little -faw-duft,  to 
give  it  a  neatnefs.  This  method 
Was  attended  with  one  inconve¬ 
nience  ;  for  by  the  caking  of  the 
lean.es  they  flirunk  from  the  fidesof 
the  pots,  whereby  they  became 
expofed  to  the  air,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  heat  of  the  beds  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  efcape. 

Many  powerful  reafons  may  be 
given  why  oak  leaves  (for  I  have 
not  tried  any  other  kinds)  are  pre¬ 
ferable  to  tanners  bark. 

Firft,  They  always  heat  regu¬ 
larly  ;  for  during  the  whole  time 
that  I  have  ufed  them,  which  is 
near  feven  years,  I  never  once  knew 
of  their  heating  with  violence ; 
and  this  is  fo  frequently  the  cafe 
with  tan,  that  I  affirm,  and  indeed 
it  is  well  known,  to  every  perfon 
converfant  in  the  management  of 
the  hot-houfe,  that  pines  fuffer 
more  from  this  one  circumftance, 
than  from  all  the  other  accidents 
put  together,  infers  excepted. 
When  this  accident  happens  near 
the  time  of  their  fruiting,  the  effect 
is  foon  feen  in  the  fruit,  which  al¬ 
ways  comes  ill  iliaped  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  fmalL  Sometimes  there  will 
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be  little  or  no  froit  at  alL;  there^^ 
fore  gardeners  who  makfe  nfe  of 
tan  only  for  their  pines,  ihoulds  be 
mok  particularly  careful  to  avoid 
an  over- heat  at  that  critical  fea- 
fon— .the  time  of /heaving  fruit. 

Secondly,  The  heat  of  oak 
leaves  is^  conllant whereas  tan¬ 
ners  bark  geherally  turns  cold  in  a 
very  Ihort  tiiire  after  its  furious 
heat  is  gone  of.  This  obliges  the 
gardener  to  give  the  tan  frequent 
turnings  in  order  to  promote  its 
heating.  I'hefe  frequent  turnings 
(not  to  mention  the  expence)  are 
attended  with  the  word  confe- 
quences  j  for  by  the  continual 
moving  of  the  pots  backwards  and 
forwards,  the  pines  are  expofed  to 
the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold, 
whereby'  their  growth  is  conhder- 
ably  retarded  ;  whereas  when  leaves 
are  ufed,  the  pines  will  have  no 
occafion  to  be  moved  but  at  the 
times  of  potting,  &c. — The  pines 
have  one  particular  advantage  in 
this  undiflurbed  f  tuation ;  their 
Todts  grow  through  the  bottoms  of 
the  pots  and  mattamcngft  the  leaves 
in  a  furprizing  manner.  From  the 
vigour  of  the  plants,  when  in  this 
iituation,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  leaves,  even  in  this  date,  af¬ 
ford  them  an  uncommon  and  agree¬ 
able  noiiridiment. 

Thirdly,  There  is  a  faving  in 
point  of  expence,  which  is  no  in- 
condderable  objefl  in  places  where 
tan  cannot  be. had  but  from  a  great 
didance,  as  is  the  cafe  here,  the 
article  of  carriage  amounting  to  ten 
fhillings  for  each  v,/aggon-load. 
Indeed,  thi^  was  the  principal  rea- 
idn  that  fird  induced  me  to  make 
trial  of  leaves. 

My  lad  ground  of  -preference  is 
the  confideration  that  decayed 
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leaves^alie  good  manure  ;  whereas 
rotten  tan  is  experimentally  found 
to  be  of  no  value.  I  have  often 
tried  it  both  on  fand  and  clay,  alfo 
on  wet  and  dry  lands,  and  never 
could  difcover,  in  any  of  my  ex¬ 
periments,  that  it  deferved  the 
name  of  a  manure  5  whereas  de¬ 
cayed  leaves  are  the  richeft,  and, 
of  all  others,  the  mod  fuitable  for 
a  garden.  But  this  mud  only  be 
underdood  of  leaves  after  they. have 
undergone  their  fermentation  which 
reduces  them  to  a  true  vegetable 
mould,  in  which  we  experimentally 
know  that  the  food  of  plants  is 
contained^ — but  whether  that  food 
ht  oily  mucilage^  or  falt^  or  a  com¬ 
bination  of  all  three,  I  leave  to 
philofophers  to  determine.  This 
black  mould  is,  of  all  others,  the 
mod  proper  to  mix  with  com  pod 
earth,  and  1  ufe  it  in  general  for 
pines,  and  almod  for  every  thing 
that  grows  in  pots.  For  flowers  it 
is  mod  excellent.  The  Remainder 
of  this  vegetable  mould  may  be 
employed  in  manuring  the  quarters 
of  the  kitchen-garden,  for  which 
purpofe  it  is  highly  ufeful. 

Leaves  mixed  with  dung  make 
excellent  hot-beds — and  I  And  that 
beds  compounded  in  this  manner 
prefer ve  their  heat  much  longer 
than  when  made  entirely  with 
dung.  In  both  cafes  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  leaves  will  be  a  conliderable 
faving  of  dung,  a  circumdance 
very  agreeable,  as  it  will  be  the 
means  of  preventing  the  conteds 
frequently  obferved  in  large  fami¬ 
lies  between  the  fuperintendant  of 
the  ‘gardens  and  the  direflors  of  the 
hulhandry. 


Welbecky 
Feb*  20,  17760 


W.  SPEECHLY. 


Vfefiil 


P  R  O  J 

XJfeful  Hints  for  learning  to  S'wim^ 

By  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL,D. 

F.  R,  S,  In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend, 

Dear  Sir, 

CANNOT  be  of  opinion  with 
you,  that  it  is  too  late  in  life 
for  you  to  learn  to  fwim  ;  the  river 
,  near  the  bottom  of  your  garden, 
affords  a  moft  convenient  place  for 
the  purpofe.  And,  as  your  new 
employment  requires  your  being 
often  on  the  water,  of  which  you 
have  fuch  a  dread,  I  think  you 
would  do  well  to  make  the  trial ; 
nothing  being  fo  likely  to  remove 
thofe  apprehenfions,  as  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  an  ability  to  fwim  to 
the  Ihore  in  cafe  of  an  accident,  or 
-jof  fupporting  yourfelf  in  the  water 
till  a  boat  could  come  to  take  you 
up. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  corks  or 
bladders  may  be  ufeful  in  learning 
to  fwim,  having  never  feen  much 
trial  of  them.  PolTibly  they  may 
be  of  fervice  in  fupporting  the 
body  while  you  are  learning  what 
is  called  the  llroke,  or  that  man¬ 
ner  of  drawing  in  and  ftriking  out 

the  hands  and  feet  that  is  neceffarv 

_  * 

to  produce  progreffive  motion. 
But  you  will  be  no  fwimmer  till 
you  can  place  fome  confidence  in 
the  power  of  the  water  to  fupport 
you  ;  1  would  therefore  advife  the 
acquiring  that  confidence  in  the 
firll;  place,  .efpecially  as  I  have 
known  feveral  who,  by  a  little  of 
the'pradice  necefiary  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  have  infenfibly  acquired  the 
Froke,  taught  as  it  were  by  na¬ 
ture. 

The  pradice  I  mean  is  this  : 
chufing  a  place  where  the  water 
deepens  gradually,  walk  coolly  in¬ 
to  it  till  it  is  up  to  your  bread, 
then  turn  ropnd  your  face  to  the 
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fhore,  and  throw  an  egg  Into  the 
water,  between  you  and  the  fhore ; 
it  will  fink  to  the  bottom,  and  be 
eafily  feen  there,  as  your  water  is 
clear.  It  muft  lie  in  the  water  fo 
deep  as  that  you  cannot  reach  it 
to  take  it  up  but  by  diving  for  it. 
To  encourage  yourfelf  in  order  to 
do  this,  reflect  that  your  progrefs 
will  be  from  deeper  to  fhallower 
water,  and  that  at  any  time  you 
may,  by  bringing  your  legs  under 
you,  and  Handing  on  the  bottom, 
raife  your  head  far  above  the  wa¬ 
ter,  Then  plunge  under  it  with 
your  eyes  open,  throwing  yourfelf 
towards  the  egg,  and  endeavour- 
ing,  by  the  action  of  your  hands 
and  feet  againfi:  the  water,  to  get 
forward  till  within  reach  of  it.  In 
this  attempt  you  will  find  that  the 
water  buoys  you  up  againfi:  your 
inclination  ;  that  it  is  not  fo  eafy 
a  thing  to  fink  as  you  imagined  ; 
that  you  cannot,  but  by  adlive 
force,  get  down  to  the  egg.  Thus 
you  feel  the  power  of  the  water  to 
fupport  you,  and  learn  to  confide 
in  that  power  ;  while  your  endea¬ 
vours  to  overcome  it,  and  to  reach 
the  egg,  teach  you  the  manner  of 
acling  on  the  water  with  your  feet 
and  hands,  which  adlion  is  after¬ 
wards  ufed  in  fwimming  to  fupport 
your  head  higher  above  water,  or 
to  go  forward  through  it. 

I  would  the  more  earnefily  prefs 
you  to  the  trial  of  this  method, 
becaufe,  though  I  think  I  fatisfied 
you  that  your  body  is  lighter  than 
water,  and  tlfat  you  might  float  in 
it  a  long  time  with  your  mouth 
free  for  breathing,  if  you  would 
put  yourfelf  in  a  proper  pofture, 
and  would  be  ftill,  and  forbear 
firuggling,  yet,  till  you  have  ob¬ 
tained  this  experimental  confidence 
in  the  water,  I  cannot  depend  on 

your 
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your  having  the  neceffary  prefence 
of  mind  to  recoiled  that  pofture, 
and  the  diredions  I  gave  you  relat¬ 
ing  to  it.  The  furprife  may  put  all 
out  of  your  mind..  For,  thought 
we  value  ourfelves  on  being  rea¬ 
sonable  knowing  creatures,  reafon 
and  knowledge  feeni,  on  fuch  oc- 
eafions,  to  be  of  little  ufe  to  us  : 
and  the  brutes,  to  whom  we  al¬ 
low  fcarce  a  glimmering  of  either, 
appear  to  have  the  advantage  of 
us. 

I  will,  however,  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  repeating  thofe  parti¬ 
culars  to  you,  which  I  mentioned 
in  our  lafl  converfation,  as,  by 
perufing  them  at  your  leifure,  yOu 
may  pofiibly  imprint  them  fo  in 
your  memory,  as  on  occafion  to  be 
of  fome  ufe  to  you. 

Firft,  that,  though  the  legs, 
arms,  and  head  of  a  human  body, 
being  folid  parts,  are  fpecifically 
fomewhat  heavier  than  frelh  water, 
yet  the  trunk,  particularly  the  up¬ 
per  part,  from  its  hollownels,  is  fo 
much  lighter  than  water,  as  that 
the  whole  of  the  body,  taken  to- 
gecher,  is  too  light  to  fink  wholly 
under  water,  but  fome  part  will 
jemain  above,  until  the  lungs  be¬ 
come  filled  with  water  ;  which 
happens  from  drawing  water  into 
them  inftead  of  air,  when  a  per- 
fon,  in  the  fright,  attempts  breath¬ 
ing,  while  the  mouth  and  nollrils 
are  under  water. 

adly,  That  the  legs  and  arms 
are  fpecifically  lighter  than  falt- 
water,  and  will  be  fupported  by  it; 
fo  that  a  human  body  would  not 
link  in  falt-water,  though  the 
lun^s  were  filled  as  above,  but  from 
the  greater  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
head, 

3dly,  Th^t  therefore  a  perfon 
throwing  himfeif  on  his  back  in 
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fait  water,  and  extending  his  arms, 
may  eafily  lie  fo  as  to  keep  his 
mouth  and  nollrils  free,  for  breath¬ 
ing  ;  and,  by  a  fmall  motion  of 
his  hands,  may  prevent  turning, 
if  he  ihould  perceive  any  tendency 
to  it. 

,  4thly,  That,  in  &elh.  water^  if 
a  man  throws'  himfeif  on  his  back, 
near  the  furface,  he  cannot  long 
continue  in  that  fituadoni^  but  by 
a  proper  adlion  of  his  hands  on 
the  water.  If  he  ufes  no  fuch  ac¬ 
tion,  the  legs  and  lower  part  of 
the  body  will  gradually  link  till 
he  comes  into  an  upright  pofition, 
in  which  he  will  continue  fufpend- 
ed,  the  hollow  of  the  breaft  keep¬ 
ing  the  head  uppermoll. 

5thly,  But  if  in  this  ere^l  pofition 
the  head  is  kept  upright  above  the 
Ihoulders,  as  when  we  Hand  on  the 
ground,  the  immerfion  will,  by 
the  weight  of  that  part  of  the  head 
that  is  oat  of  water,  reach  above 
the  mouth  and  nollrils,  perhaps  a 
little  above  the  eyes,  lb  that  a  man 
cannot  long  remain  fufpended  in 
water  with  his  head  in  that  pofi¬ 
tion. 

6thly,  The  body  continued  fuf¬ 
pended  as  before,  and  upright,  if 
the  head  be  leaned  quite  back,  fo 
that  the  face  looks  upwards,  all  the 
back  part  of  the  head  being  then 
under  water,  and  its  weight  confe- 
quently  in  a  great  meafure  fapport- 
ed  by  it,  the  face  will  remain 
above  water  quite  free  for  breath¬ 
ing,  will  rife  an  inch  higher  every 
inlpiration,  and  fink  as  much  eve¬ 
ry  expiration,  but  never  fo  low  as 
that  the  water  may  come  over  the 
mouth. 

ythly.  If  therefore  a  perfon,  un¬ 
acquainted  with  fvvimming,  and 
falling  accidentally  into  the  water, 
could  have  prefence  of  mind  fulR- 
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cient  to  avoid  ftruggling  and  plung¬ 
ing,  and  to  let  the  body  take  this 
natural  polition,  he  might  conti¬ 
nue  long  fafe  from  drowning,  till 
perhaps  help  would  come.  For, 
as  to  the  deaths,  their  additional 
weight,  while  immerfed,  is  ■very 
inconfiderable,  the  water  fupport- 
ing  it ;  though,  when  he  comes 
out  of  the  water,  he  would  find 
them  very  heavy  indeed. 

But,  as  I  faid  before,  I  would 
not  advife  you  or  any  one  to  de¬ 
pend  on  having  this  prefence  of 
pvind  on  fuch  an  *occafion,  but 
learn  fairly  to  fwim,  i  ’wifti  aU 
men  were  taught  ’to  do  in  their 
youth  ;  they  would,  on  many  oo 
currenow,  be  the  fafer  for  having 


that  fkill,  and  on  many  more  the 
happier,  as  freer  from  painful  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger,  to  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  enjoyment  in  fo  de¬ 
lightful  and  wholefome  an  cxercife- 
Soldiers  particularly  fhould,  me- 
thinks,  all  be  taught  to  fwim  ;  it 
might  be  of  frequent  ufe  either  in. 
furprizing  an  enemy,  or  faving 
themfelves.  And,  if  I  had  now 
boys  to  educate,  I  Ihould  prefer 
thofe  fehools  (other  things  being 
equal)  where  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  acquiring  fo  advan¬ 
tageous  an  art,  which,  once  learnt, 
is  never  forgotten.  lam,  &c. 

B.  Franklix, 
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An  Account  of  the  E^vents  produced  in 
England,  by  the  Grant  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Sicily,  to  Prince  Ed¬ 
mund,  Second  Son  of  King  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Third,  By  Thomas 
Ahle,  Efq, 

% 

The  grant  of  the  kingdom 
of  Sicily  by  Pope  Innocent 
the  Fourth  to  Prince  Edmund, 
will  be  found  upon  enquiry  to 
have  produced  the  i  greateft  events 
in  their  confequences,  that  ever 
appeared'in  the  annals  of  England. 
Am&ngil  others,  the  alTociation  of 
,  the  barons  againft  King  Henry 
the  Third ;  the  appointing  con- 
fervators  of  the  peace  in  the  feveral 
counties ;  and  the  fettling  the  de- 
mocratical  part  of  our  conftitution 
upon  a  permanent  bafis,  by  Simon 
Montfort,  Earl  of  Leiceher,  whilft 
the  king*  was  his  prifoner. 

As  the  king’s  wars  with  his  ba¬ 
rons  have  not  been  generally  at¬ 
tributed  to  his  connexions  with 
Sicily,  and  foreign  hiftorians  be¬ 
ing  almoft  filent  upon  this  head,  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  an  account  of 
this  tranfaXion  may  be  acceptable 
to  the  fociety. 

The  emperor  Frederick,  who 
died  in  1250,  by  his  will  fhared 
his  kingdoms  amongfl;  his  chil¬ 
dren.  He  gave  the  Ifle  of  Sicily 
to  his  fon  Henry,  whom  he  had 
by  his  third  wife  Ifabella  of  Eng¬ 


land,  lifter  to  King  Henry  the 
Third.  But  the  Emperor  Conrade 
the  Fourth,  his  fucceflbr,  being 
at  war  with  Pope  Innocent  the 
Fourth,  that  Pontiff  attempted  to 
feize  upon  Sicily  :  and,  appre¬ 
hending  that  this  attempt  might 
be  attended  with  greajt  expence, 
he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Richard 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  third  brother  to 
King  Henry  the  Third,  to  accept 
of  the  crown  of  Sicily ;  flattering 
himfelf,  that  the  earl’s  immenfe 
wealth  would  enable  him  to  fup- 
port  his  military  operations :  but 
Richard,  being  a  prince  of  great 
ceconomy,  declined  the  offer.  The 
Pope  afterwards  offered^ the  crown 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  to  King  Henry 
the  Third,  who  refufed  the  pre- 
fent ;  being  unwilling  to  deprive 
his  nephew  Henry  of  his  kingdom. 
However,  Conrade,  having  put 
his  brother  Henry  to  death,  and 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  Sicily,  was 
in  the  year  1253  poifoned,  as  is 
fuppofed,  by  his  baftard-brother 
Manfred,  who  ufurped  the  throne 
of  that  kingdom.  Hereupon  Pope 
Innocent  the  IVth,  improving  the 
opportunity,  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  Naples ;  but  Conradine,  the  fon 
of  the  late  emperor,  continuing 
the  war,  the  Pope  found  himfelf 
unable  to  maintain  the  army  which 
he  had  fent  to  Naples.  In  this 
exigency  he  applied  once  more  to 
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the  king  of  England,  and  ofiered  his  forces  being  defeated  by  thofe 
him  the  crown  of  Sicily  for  his  of  Manfred  between  Troya  and 
fecond  fon  Edmund;  obferving,  Foggia  in  the  year  1254,  he  foon 
that  as  his  nephew  Henry  was  after  died,  as  it  is  faid,  of  vexa- 
dead.  there  was  no  further  room  tion.  His  fucceffor  Alexander  the 


for  his  fcruples. 

Henry  was  weak  enough  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  offer,  and  not  only  fent 
the  Pope  all  the  money  which  he 
could  borrow  or  extort  from  his 
fubje^ls,  but  was  alfo  fo  indifcreet, 
as  to  engage  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  fums  which  the  Pope  might 
borrow  for  the  placing  Prince  Ed¬ 
mund  upon  the  throne  of  Sicily. 
The  Pope,  the  better  to  carry  on 
his  defigns,  and  to  amufe  and 
pleafe  the  king,  who  was  become 
exceedingly  fond  of  this  Sicilian 
connexion,  fent  over  into  England 
Albert  his  notary,  with  inllruc- 
tions  to  grant  the  kingdom  of  Si¬ 
cily  to  Prince  Edmund  and  his 
heirs. 

The  Pontiff,  finding  that  Henry 
was  fo  compleatfy  fallen  into  his 
fnare,  fpared  not  the  king’s  purfe, 
and  drew  away  his  money  fo  faft, 
that  his  ordinary  revenue  could 
not  poffibly  anfwer  the  expence. 
This  put  him  upon  various  me¬ 
thods  of  obtaining  money  from  his  . 
people,  which  rendered  him  ex¬ 
ceedingly  odious  to  them  ;  but  he 
was  fo  infatuated  with  the  hopes 
of  acquiring  a  kingdom  for  his 
fon,  that  he  difregarded  their  com¬ 
plaints.  Notwithllanding  Pope 
Innocent  was  very  fenfible  that 
it  was  out  of  the  king’s  power  to 
,  perform  his  engagements,  he  afiilled 
him  with  his  apollolical  authority 
in  borrowing  and  fqueezing  money 
from  the  clergy  as  well  as  from 
the  laity ;  and  when  Henry  was 
unable  to  fatisfy  his  demands,  the 
Pope  threatened  to  give  the  crown 
of  Sicily  to  feme  other  prince ;  but, 


Fourth,  at  a  great  expence,  car¬ 
ried  on  the  war  againit  Manfred, 
who,  having  defeated  the  forces 
of  his  Holinefs  near  Nocera,  was 
crowned  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

Pope  Alexander  pradlifed  the 
fame  arts  as  his  predeceffor  upon, 
the  king  of  England,  who,  being 
ignorant  of  what  had  happened  in 
Italy,  was  made  the  dupe  of  this 
defigning  Pontiff.  And  he,  the 
better  to  conceal  his  intended  im- 
pofitions  upon'i  Henry,-  fent  the 
bifhop  of  Bononia  to  London  with, 
a  bull,  confirming  his  predeceffor’s 
grant  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to 
Prince  Edmurid,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  conditions,  viz. 

That  Edmund  fhould  perform 
liege  homage  to  the  Pope. 

That  Sicily  fliould  be  no  longer 
divided;  but  that* the. two  parts 
fhould  be  under  the  government  of 
one  and  the  fame  king. 

That  the  king  fhould  make  the 
Pope  every  year  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  two  thoufand  ounces  of 
pure  gold. 

That  he  fhould  fend  three  hun¬ 
dred  horfe  for  three  months  to  ferve 

I 

the  church  in  cafe  of  need. 

That  the  chur;fhes  of  Sicily 
fhould  enjoy  their  liberties,  and 
that  the  Pope  fhould  quietly  pof- 
fefs  his  rights  to  thofe  churches. 

That  Edmund  and  his  fuccef- 
fors,  when  they  paid  their  homage, 
fhould  fwear  that  they  would  ne¬ 
ver  confent  to  be  chofen  em¬ 
perors,  on  pain  of  lofing  their 
crown,  and  being  excommuni¬ 
cated. 

That  the  church  fbould  keep 
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poirefTion  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bene- 
vento. 

That  Edmund,  when  he  came 
to  the  age  of  fifteen,  fhould  per¬ 
form  his  homage  in  perfon ;  and 
until  then-  the  king  his  father 
fhould  pay  it  for  him.  (The  form 
of  the  homage  is  inferted  in  the 
inllrument.) 

That  it  fhould  be  at  the  Pope’s 
choice,  whether  he  would  have 
homage  paid  him  by  Edmund  and 
his  fucceffors  in  perfon  or  by  proxy. 
And, 

That  Edmund  fhould  confirm 
and  maintain  the  grants  made  by 
his  predecelTors  to  the  family  of 
Moemburch, 

Befides  the  above  conditions, 
there  were  many  other  conventions 
and  inftruments  for  putting  Ed¬ 
mund  into  pofTeffion  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  feveral  of  which  may  be 
found  in  the  Foedera ;  and  many 
more  are  extant  upon  the  patent, 
claufe,  and  charter  rolls. 

About  the  end  of  Odlober,  1255, 
the  ceremony  of  invelliture  was 
performed  at  London  by  the  bilhop 
of  Bononia,  in  the  prefence  of  ?the 
king  and  a  numerous  alfembly  of 
great  men,  by  the  fymbol  of  a 
ring  which  the  Pope  had  fen t  for 
that  purpofe.  The  poor  king 
wept  for  joy  at  this  ceremony,  and 
fent  the  Pope  immediately  after¬ 
wards  fifty  thoufand  marks,  and 
bound  himfelf  to  fend  two  hundred 
thoufand  more  within  a  flated 
,  time ;  upon  which  account,  the 
Pope  granted  the  king  the  tenths  of 
the  revenues  of  the  clergy. 

Although  the  king’s  flatterers 
congratulated  him  upon  this  aug¬ 
mentation  of  glory,  there  were 
wifer  people  who  were  grieved  to 
fee  their  Sovereign  fo  great  a  dupe 
Co  the  Pope  j  and  perceived  that 


all  the  ready-money  in  g- 

dom  was  not  fuiilicient  .o  oring 
about  the  undertaking  in  which 
he  was  embarked.  In  fhort,  this 
Sicilian  connedlion  was  become 
exceedingly  unpopular,  and  the  bu- 
linefs  grew  more  and  more  alarm¬ 
ing.  However,  Henry  being  pref- 
fed  by  the  Pope,  was  obliged  to 
call  a  parliament,  for  fupplies  ; 
and  he,  to  avoid  oppofition,  omit¬ 
ted  fending  vyritvS  to  the  refractory 
barons.  In  this  parliament,  the 
king  introduced  his  fon  clpathed 
in  the  Apulian  habit,  and  made 
a  fpeech,  wherein  he  demanded 
large  fupplies  for  placing  him  upon 
the  throne  of  Sicily  ;  but  the  ba¬ 
rons,  being  fenfible  of  fthe  ridicu¬ 
lous  cheat  impofed  by  the  Pope, 
determined  not  to  lavifh  the  trea- 
fure  of  the  kingdom  upon  fuch  a 
chimerical  project,  abfolutely  re- 
fuled  to  comply  with  the  king’s 
.demands ;  and  afligned  the  follow¬ 
ing  reafons  for  their  refufal : 

1.  The  great  diftance  of  th. 
kingdom  from  England. 

2.  The  difficulties  of  fecurlng  a 
free  pafTage  through  the  territories 
of  powers  at  enmity  with  the  king 
of  England,  and  perhaps  favourers 
of  his  adverfary. 

3.  Manfred’s  being  in  pofTef- 
flon  of  Labor  ( Laboris )  and  other 
places  through  which  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  feveral  parts 
of  the  kingdom  is  ufually  carried 
on. 

4.  The  ftrength  of  the  prince 
(Manfred)  in  the  kingdom. 

5.  The  alliance  actually  fubflfl- 
ing  between  that  prince,  the  na¬ 
tives  of  Apulia,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  adjacent  countries. 

6.  Manfred’s  being  in  pofleflion 
of  moll  of  the  cities,  caftles,  and 
fortreifes,  of  the  kingdom. 

7.  The 
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'  'f.  great  riches  which  that 

prince  daily  received  from  thence. 

8.  The  immenle  expence  al¬ 
ready  incurred  by  the  king  with¬ 
out  any  advantages  gained  in  re¬ 
turn. 

r-r-\ 

9.  The  exceflive  Turns  requifite 
for  difeharging  the  debts  then  due, 
as  alfo  for  defraying  the  expences 
of  Prince  Edmund’s  journey,  and 
fettling  him  in  quiet  poifeffion  of 
the  kingdom  ;  all  which  would 
amount  to  more  money  than  the 
whole  kingdom  of  England  could 
produce. 

10.  The  deftrudlion  and  impo- 
verilhment  of  England,  which  mull 
be  the  confequence  of  the  feveral 
and  frequent  iters  or  circuits  of 
the  jullices,  and  of  a  variety  of 
extortions,  feizures,  and  other  op- 
preilions. 

1 1.  The  fcantinefs  of  the  king’s 
and  his  foil’s  treafure,  and  the  po- 

^rty  of  the  Englilli  as  well  clergy 
-4s  laity.  ' 


12.  The  troubles  prevailing  in 
’Gafeony,  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 

13.  The  holtile  invafion  of  Eng¬ 
land  by  the  Welch,  in  order  to 
drive  out  tlie  natives  by  force  of 
arms. 


14.  The  diminution  of  the  pow¬ 
er  of  England  in  refpedt  to  its 
councellors,  wealth,  and  people, 
which  the  departure  of  the  Earl  of 
Cornwall  mull  occafion. 

13.  The  encouragement  it  would 
give  to  the  King  of  France,  and 
other  neighbouring  princes,  but 
more  efpecially  to  luch  as  former¬ 
ly  polfelfed  lands  in  England,  to 
attack  that  kingdom,  fo  foon  as 
the  alfairs  of  Sicily  had  drained  it 
of  men,  councellors,  a^'ms,  and 
money. 

j  16.  The  refolutions  they  had 
taken  not  only  to  refufe  giving 
VoE.  XX.  IJ77- 


their  alTent  to  the  king’s  taking 
upon  himfelf  the  burthen  of  this 
bufincfs,  lell  it  Ibould  be  furmifed 
that  they  confented  to  his  being 
betrayed  or  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies  ;  but  totally 
to  decline  beino-  concerned  in  the 
bufinels  aforefaid  jointly  with  the 
king  ;  and  that  as  well  for  the  be¬ 
fore-mentioned  reafons,  as  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  immoderate  and  un¬ 
certain  expence  wherewith  it  muft 
be  attended,  and  which  could  not 
be  railed. 

Laftly,  The  difficult  and  heavy 
terms  required  in  cafe  the  bufinels 
fhould  be  undertaken,  and  which 
might  occafion  the  king’s  lofs  of 
his  right  to  that  kingdom  after  in¬ 
finite  trbuble  and  expence  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  it. 

In  this  extremity  the  King  and 
the  Pope  united  in  oppreffing  the 
people  ;  the  king  iffued  a  procla- 
m.ation,  commanding  all  that  were 
worth  15/.  per  annum  in  land  to 
take  the  order  of  knighthood,  or 
to  pay  a  certain  fum  :  he  alfo  took 
a  tallage  of  500  marks  from  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  London,  and  his  Holi-- 
nefs  fent  Rulland  his  legate  into 
England  to  extort  ,  money  ;  for 
which  purpofe  he  fummioned  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  biffiops  and  abbots, 
whom  he  acquainted  with  the 
Pope’s  and  the  King’s  pleafure. 
The  demands  of  the  legate  were 
fo  exorbitant,  that  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  aiTembly  with  the 
greateft  furprize  and  indignation. 
The  Eiihop  of  Worcefier  declared 
roundly,  that  he  would  lofe  his  life 
rather  than  comply.  The  Bilhop 
of  London  faid,  that  if  the  mitre 
was  taken  off  his  head,  he  would 
clap  on  an  helmet  in  its  place.  The 
legate  was  no  lefs  violent;  and, 
in  the  end,  the  biffiops  and  abbots 
K  ^  being 


A  N  T  I  O  U  I  T  I  E  S, 


being  threatetied  vvitli  excommuni¬ 
cation,  were  oblis'cd  to  fubmit. 
It  feems,  however,  ^that  fome  of 
the  prelates  did  not  comply  with 
the  Pope’s  demands  ;  for,  on  the 
loth  of  the  kalends  of  Oflober, 
1256,  he  iffued  a  bull,  whereby 
he  excommunicated  all  the  pre¬ 
lates  who  had  not  paid  their 
tenths.  Nor  did  his  Holinefs  flop 
here  ;  for  he  borrowed,  from  ie- 
veral  Italian  merchants,  in  King 
Henry’s  name,  135,540  marks  ; 
and,  to  difcharge  thefe  debts,  he 
caufed  obligatory  notes  to  be  drawn 
upon  the  bifhops  and  abbots  in 
England,  which  they  at  hill  refuf- 
ed  to  pay,  but,  after  feveral  drug¬ 
gies,  they  agreed  to  repay  thefe 
film's  ;  and  by  a  bull,  dated  the 
5  th  of  the  kalends  of  October, 
1256,  he  ordered  a  fubiidy  to  be 
levied  upon  the  clergy  of  Scotland 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  con- 
traded  by  King  Henry  for  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Sicily. 

Upon  the  20th  of  the  nones  of 
October, '  the  Pope  iffued  a  bull, 
allowdng  the  king  fix  months  time 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  to 
him  ;  and  ordered  the  king  to 
fend  an  army  into  Sicily  upon  pain 
of  excommunication  and  interdid. 
In  fhort,  the  demands  of  the  Pope, 
were  infatiable,  and  he  prefled  the 
king  continually  to  fend  him  mo¬ 
ney  and  troops  to  Italy  ;  both  of 
which,  the  parliament,  convened 
for  that  purpofe,  abfolutely  refuf- 
ed  ;  and  returned  for  anfwer  to  the 
king’s  demands,  that  he  had  un- 
advifedly  accepted  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  from  the  Pope  without  the 
counfel  of  his  nobles,  defpifing 
their  deliberation  and.  wifdom  ; 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  indruc- 
ted  by  the  example  of  his  brother, 
who  had  rejeded  the  oiFer  ;  that 


many  difficulties  would  attend  th- 
conqued  of  a  country  fo  great  a 
didance  from  England ;  that  the 
fiiicerity  of  the  Pope  was  much  to 
be  doubted  ;  that  the  Apulians 
were  a  mod  treacherous  people, 
who  poifoned  their  relations;  and 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  they 
neither  could  nor  would  longer 
bear  with  fuch  extortions  and  op- 
predion  s.  At  length  the  king  ad¬ 
journed  the  parliament  to  Oxford  ; 
and  agreed,  that  the  government 
fhould  be  reformed  and  put  into 
the  hands  of  twenty-four  commif- 
doners,  who  formed  the  fix  fa¬ 
mous  articles,  called  the  Providons 
or  Statutes  of  Oxford.  The  ba¬ 
rons,  before  they  broke  up,  agreed 
upon  an  oath  of  affociation,  where¬ 
by  they  obliged  tbemfelves  to'main- 
tain  thefe  providons  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  ;  and  the  city 
of  London  foon  afterwards  entered 
into  the  affociation.  The  king,, 
being  deprived  of  great  part  of 
his  power  by  thefe  Providons,  was 
abfolved  by  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth 
from  his  oath  which  he  had  tak,en 
to  obferve  thefe  datutes ;  where- 
upon  he  declared  to  the  parliament 
at  London,  that  he  would  not  be 
longer  bound  by  them.  He  took 
poffeffion  of  the  Tower,  and  dif- 
miiTed  by  proclamatiort  ail  the  of- 
dcers  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  tv/enty-four  commiffioners,  and 
nominated  others  in  their  room. 
The  barons,  after  feveral  fruitlefs 
attempts  for  an  accommodation, 
had  recourfe  to  arms.  The  Earl 
of  Leicefter,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  confederates,  having  taken 
the  king  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
Lewes,  obliged  him  to  iflue  fu.ch 
mandates  as  lie  thought  proper. 
All  the  officers  of  the  crown  and 
of  the  houfehold  were  named  by 
-  tho 
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the  earl  ;  and  the  whole  authority, 
as  well  as  arms,  of  the  Hate,  were 
lodged  in  his  hands.  He  inftitut- 
ed  in  each  county'officers,  to  whom 
were  given  the  title  of  confervators 
of  the  peace,  and  invelled  them 
with  new  and  arbitrary  powers. 
In  the  body  of  each  commifiion  ap¬ 
pointing  the  confervators  of  the 
peace,  theie  was  a  precept  to  every 
of  them,  to  fend  four  knights 
of  each  county,  to  be  chofen  by 
the  aflent  of  that  couv\X.y ,  fo7"  the 
nvhole  cou?ity,  to  meet  the  king  at 
London  upon  the  oftaves  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  then  next  enfuing. 
Thefe  commiiTions  bear  date  the 
4th  of  June,  48  Henry  in.  A.D. 
125 8.  The  parliament  met  accor¬ 
dingly,  and  approved  of  the  new 
plan  of  government  formed  by  the 
barons. 

Leicefler,  being  in  the  zenith 
of  his  power,  caufed  writs  to  be 
iffued  in  the  king’s  name,  for  a 
new  parliament  to  meet  at  London 
on  the  odtaves  of  St.  Hilary.  To 
this  parliament  only  twenty-three 
of  the  temporal  barons  which  were 
of  his  party,  and  a  great  number 
of  ecclefiaftics,  who  were  devoted 
to  his  intereft,  were  fummoned ; 
and,  the  better  to  increafe  and 
turn  to  advantage  his  popularity, 
he  daufed  general  writs  to  be  lent 
to  the  fheriff  of  each  county,  to  re¬ 
turn  two  knights  for  each  Ihire, 
and  for  each  borough  two  burgef- 
fes,  to  fit  in  parliament. 

It  has  been  aflerted  by  Dr. 
Brady,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Whitaker, 
and  others,  that  this  was  the  firll 
time  that  the  cities  and’  boroughs 
fent  deputies  to  reprefen t  them  in 
parliament  j  which  opinions  have 
been  controverted  by  Mr.  Petit, 
Mr..Tyrrel,  Mr.  Hody,  and  the 
late  Lord  Lyttelton.  But,  without 


entering  into  this  conteft,  it  may 
be  remarked,  that,  fince  the  time 
of  the  Earl  of  Leiceller’s  admini- 
flration,  the  right  of  the  citizens 
and  burgefiVs  to  fit  in  parliament 
hath  never  been  queftioned  ;  al¬ 
though  the  commons  were  not  re¬ 
gularly  fummoned  to  parliament 
for  many  years  aherwards. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth, 
by  his  bull  dated  5  kail.  Aug. 
1263,  revoked  the  grant  of  Sicily 
to  Prince  Edmund  ;  and  his  luc- 
ceiTor,  Pope  Clement  the  Fourth, 
■granted  the  fame  to  Charles  of* 
Anjou,  brother  to  St.  Lewis  King 
of  France.  Upon  the  6th  of  June, 
1263,  the  king,  whillT;  he  was  in 
LeiceHer’s  power,  ilTued  a  commif¬ 
iion  to  feveral  perfons  therein  nam¬ 
ed,  to  renounce  the  kingdom  of 
Sicily  in  the  name  and  on  the  be¬ 
half  of  him  and  his  -Ton  Edmund  ; 
and  Leiceller  afterwards  caufed  that: 
renunciation  to  be  notified  to  the 
Pope  by  a  letter  from  the  king. 
Indeed,  that  earl  was  obliged  in 
honour  to  takd  thefe  Heps,  as  he 
and  feveral  of  his  adherents  had 
bound  them  feU’^es  by  an  oath  not 
to  make^ peace  with  the  king  until 
he  had  renounced  his  pretenfions 
to  the  kingdom  of  Sicily.  But 
Prince  Edmund  had  ample  amends 
for  the  lofs  of  that  kingdom  ;  for, 
upon  the  4th  of  AuguH,  1265,  his 
brother  Prince  Edward,  having 
defeated  Leiceller  and  his  adhe¬ 
rents  at  the  battle  of  Evelham,  the 
iriimenfe  eifates  of  that  earl,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  of  Robert  Ferrers, 
Earl  of  Derby,  John  of  Mon¬ 
mouth,  and  others,  were  given  to 
Prince  Edmund,  who  was  created 
Earl  of  Lancafter,  Leicefler,  Der¬ 
by,  and  Campaigne.  Thefe  vad 
poH'dlions  laid  the  foundation  of 
K  2  the 
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the  future  p^reatnefs  of  the  houfe 

O 

of  Lancafter ;  the  power  and  in- 
duence  of  which  increafed  to  fuch 
a  heighth,  that  Henry  of  Boling¬ 
brook,  being  too  powerful  for  a 
fubjeft,  depofed  his  coufin-german 
Kinv  Richard  II,,  and  mounted  the 
throne  of  this  kingdom.  And 
thus,  in  the  perlon  of  Prince  Ed¬ 
mund,  w^ere  originally  founded  the 
p;reat  contentions  which  long:  fub- 
iiiled  between  the  two  houfes  of 
York  and  Lahcafter. 


Ceremonial  of  making  the  Kinfs 
Bedl  By  Mr,  Brooke,  of  the 
HeralBs  College ,  F.  S.  A. 

^~f“^HIS  account  is  ex’tra£led 
from  an  original  manu- 
fcript, ,  elegantly  written,  beauti¬ 
fully  illuminated,  and  richly  bound, 
which  was  fome  time  in  the  library 
of  Henry  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Eari- 
marfhal  of  'England,  to  whom  it 
came  by  defeent  from  Thomas  the 
great  Duke  of  Norfolk,  beheaded 
in '  the  reign  of  Queen  ElHabeth  ; 
who  married  Mary  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Henry  Fitz*  Alan,  Earl 
of  Arundel,  iord-charnberlain  to 
King  Henry  the  Vlllth.  It  con¬ 
tains  the  whole  duty  of  the  lord- 
chamberlain,  and  of  the  officers  in 
his  department,  is  the  original  copy 
kept  for  the  information  of  that 
earl,  and  had  been  compiled  by 
order  of,  and  approved  by  the  king 
himfelf  in  council. 

Herald’s  Colfe^’e, 

Jan.  15,  17^6^;  EC.  Brooke, R.C. 

The  oolde  ordre  of  makyng 
the  kynges  bedd,  not  to  be  ufed 
i3pr  done,  but  as  hys  grace  well 
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comaund  and  appoynte  from  tyme 
to  tyme  hereafter. 

Fuiile  a  groome  or  a  page  to 
take  a  torche  &  to  goo  to  the 
warderobe  of  the  kynges  beddj  & 
bryng  theym  of  the  warderobe  with 
the  kynges  fluff  unto  the  cham- 
br_^for  makyng  of  the  fame  bedde. 
— — Where  as  aught  to  be  a  gen- 
tylman-ufher,  iiij  yomen  of  the 
chambr  for  to  make  the  fame 
bedde.  The  groome  to  flande  at 
the  bedds  feete  with  his  torche, 

- - They  of  the  warderobe  open- 

nyng  the  kynges  fluff  of  hys  bedde 
upon  a  fayre  fheete  bytween  the 
fayde  groome  &  the  bedds  fote, 
iij  yomen  or  two  at  the  lefle  in 
every  fyde  of  the  bedde.  The 
gentylman  ufher  and  parte  com- 
maundyng  theym  what  they  fhall 

doo. - A  yoman  with  a  dagger 

to  fearche  the  ftrawe  of  the  kynges 
bedde  that  there  be  none  untreuth 
therin.  — —  And  this  yoman  to 
cafte  up  the  bedde  of  downe  upon 
that,  &  oon  of  theym  to  tomble 
over  yt  for  the  ferche  thereof. 
Then  they  to  bete  and  tufte  the 
fayde  bedde,  &  to  laye  oon  then 
the  bolfler  without  touchyng  of  the 
bedde,  where  as  it  aught  to  lye. 
Then  they  of  the  warderobe  to  de¬ 
fy  ver  theym  a  fuftyan  takyng  the 
faye  thereof.  All  theys  yomen  to 
laye  theyr  hands  fneroon  at  oones, 
that  they  touch  iioi;  the  bedde,  tyli 
yt  be  layed  as  it  fholde  be  by  the 

conaaundernent  of  the  Uffher.. - 

And  fo  the  furile  fheet  in  lyke 
wyfe,  and  then  to  truffe  in  both 
flieete  &  fully  an  i  Qwnde  about  the 
bedde  of  downe.  The  warderopef 
to  delyver  the  fecond  fheete  unto 
twm  yomen,  they  to  croffe  it  over 
theyre  arine,  and  to  flryke  the 
bedde  as  the  Uffher  fhall  more 
playnly  fheweun  to  theym.  Then 

every 
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every  yoman  layeing  hande  upon 
the  Iheete  to  laye  the  fame  fheete 
upon  the  bedde.  And  fo  the  other 
fuftyan  upon  or  ij  with  fuche  co- 
verynge  as  fhall  content  the  kynge. 
Thus  doon  the  ij  yomen  next  to 
the  bedde  to  laye  down  agene  the 
evermore  fuftyan,  the  yomen  of 
the  warderobe  delyverynge  theym 
a  pane  fheete,  the  fayde  yoman 
therewythall  to  cover  the  fayde 
bedde :  and  fo  then  to  laye  down 
the  overmoft  Iheete  from  the  beddes 
heed.  And  then  the  fayd  ij  yo¬ 
men  to  laye  all  the  overmoft 
clothes  of  a  quarter  of  the  bedde. 
Then  the  warderoper  to  delyver 
unto  theym  fuch  pyllowes  as  Ihall 
pleafei  the  kynge.  The  fayd  yo¬ 
man  to  laye  theym  upon  the  bol- 
fter  and  the  heed  ftieet  with  whych 
the  fayde  yoman  ftiall  cover  the 
fayd  pyllowes.  And  fo  to  trufte 
the  endes  of  the  faid  Iheete  under 
every  end  of  the  bolfter.  And  then 
the  layd  warderoper  to  delyver  un¬ 
to  them  ij  lytle  fmall  pyllowes 
vvherwythall  the  fquyres  for  the 
bodye  or  gentylman  uffher  fhall 
give  the  faye  to  the  warderoper, 
and  to  the  yoman  whyche  have 
layde  on  hande  upon  the  fayd 
bedde.  And  then  the  fayd  ij  yo¬ 
men  to  laye  upon  the  fayde  bedde 
toward  the  bolfter  as  yt  was  bifore. 
I'hey  makyng  a  crofte  and  kiftynge 
yt  where  there  handes  were.  Then 
ij  yomen  next  to  the  fecte  to  make 
the  leers,  as  the  uffher  fhall  teche 
theym.  And  fo  then  every  of  them 
fticke  up  the  aungell  about  the 
bedde,  and  to  lette  downe  the  cor- 
teyns  of  the  fayd  bedde  or  fparver. 

Item,  a  fquyer  for  the  bodye  or 
gentylman-uffher  aught  to  fett  the 
kynges  fword  at  hys  beddes  heede. 

Item,  a  fquyer  for  the  bodye 
aught  to  charge  a  fecret  groomeoj 
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page  to  have  the  kepynge  of  the 
fayde  bedde  with  a  lyght  unto  the 
tyme  the  kynge  be  difpofed  to  goo 
to  yt. 

Item,  a  groome  or  page  aught  to 
take  a  torche  whyle  the  bedde  ys 
yn  makyng  to  feche  a  loof  of  brede, 
a  pott  with  ale,  a  pott  wyth  wine 
for  theym  that  maketh  the  bedde, 
and  every  man. 

Item,  the  gentlyman-uffher 
aught  to  forbede  that  no  manner 
of  man  do  fett  eny  dyfftre  uppon 
the  kynge’s  bedde  for  fere  of  hurt- 
yng  of  the  kynge’s  ryche  counter- 
poynt  that  lyeth  therupon.  And 
that  the  fayd  ufQier  take  goode 
heede,  that  noo  man  wipeorrubbe 
their  hands  uppon  none  arras  of  the 
kynges,  wherby  they  myght  bee 
hurted,  in  the  chambr  v/here  the 
kynge  ys  fpecially,  and  in  all 
other.” 


In  a  former  Volume  -lue  gave  our 
Readers  an  Account  of  the  Objec¬ 
tions  made  by  an  anonymous  TVriter 
to  Mr.  Bryant’j  Explanation  of  the 
celebrated  Apamean  Medal,  toge¬ 
ther  vjith  Mr.  Bryan t’x  Anfwer, 
As  the  Ground  of  that  Difpute  is 
710VJ  confderably  changed  by  the 
Authenticity  of  the  Medal  itfelf  be¬ 
ing  queflioned,  the  following  Ob- 
Jervations  by  the  learned  Frefident 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquarians  7nay 
not  be  unacceptable  to  our  Readers. 

^  I  H  E  very  learned  and  inge- 
nious  Mr.  Bryant  having  di¬ 
rected  the  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  Apamean  medal,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  an  unacceptable  or 
a  ufelefs  attempt,  to  clear  up  fome 
points  relative  to  that  coin  ;  and 
to  enquire  into  the  proofs  of  its 
authenticity,  that  the  learned  may 
K  3  be 
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be  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
opinions  which  have  been  formed 
upon  it. 

This  medallion  was  ftruck  at 
Apamea  in  Phrygia,  during  the 
reign  of  the  elder  Philip,  and  firll 
communicated  to  the  public  by  Ot¬ 
tavio  Falconer!,  a  ikilful  Italian 
medalift,  as  we  may  infer  from  the 
learned  Spanheim’s  dedicating  to 
him  his  book  T>e  ufu  et  praefiantia 
Numifmatum.  Falconeri’s  treatife 
on  this  coin  was  firft  printed  at 
Rome  in  1668,  afterwards  added 
to  the  fecond  edition  of  Seguin’s 
Numifmata,  Paris  1684,  and  a 
third  time  reprinted  in  the  tenth 
volume  of  Gronovius’s  Greek  An¬ 
tiquities. 

He  profeffes  to  have  feen  no  lefs 
than  three  different  fpecimens  of 
this  coin  :  one  in  the  Grand  Duke’s 
gallery  at  Florence  ;  a  fecond  in 
the  cabinet  of  Cardinal  Ottoboni; 
and  a  third  in  the  colleftion  of 
Prince  Chigi.  From  the  firft  of 
thefe,  as  the  moft  perfed,  he  took 
his  drawing,  and  formed  his  dil- 
fertation  ;  wherein  he  pofitively 
alferts,  and  appeals  to  Seguin,  Go- 
thofred,  and  others,  as  joint  wit- 
nelfes,  that  the  letters  NEOF  are 
cxprelfed  not  obfQurely  on  the  ark, 
in  the  leverfe  ;  but  that  in  the  Ot¬ 
toboni  coin  the  N  only  is  vifible  ; 
and  in  Prince  Chigi’s  all  three  let¬ 
ters  are  effaced. 

He  endeavours  to  illuftrate  this 
medaiilon  by  one  of  Sept.  Scverus, 
ftruck  alfo  at  Aparnea,  and  en¬ 
graved  from  a  drawing  fent  him  by 
Monfr.  Seguin.  The  figures  and 
emblems  on  the  reverie  of  both 
coins  are  nearly  firnilar  ;  the  prin¬ 
cipal  difference  confifting  in  the 
names  and  titles  of  the  perfons, 
and  in  the  letters  infcribed  on  the 
ark  ;  which  in  Severus’s  coin  he 


took  to  be  NHTfiNj  in  that  of 
Philip  NOE.  From  thefe  figures 
and  emblems,  but  more  efpecially 
from  the  ark,  and  the  name  of  the 
Patriarch  fuppofed  to  be  infcribed 
on  it,  Falconer!  feems  to  have 
thought  that  both  thefe  reverfes  al¬ 
luded  to  the  Noachic  deluge. 

This  opinion  remained  for  fome 
time  uncontroverted  in  print,  but 
uncredited  by  all  ficilful  medalifts, 
at  a  time  when  medals  were  not  fo 
well  underftood,  nor  fo  critically 
examined  as  they  are  at  prefent : 
and,  indeed,  the  firft  fubfequent 
examination  of  the  Ottoboni  coin, 
which  was  made  in  1697,  proved 
unfavourable,  for  the  legend  on 
the  ark  appeared  to  be  more  perfect 
than  Falconer!  had  reprefen  ted  it ; 
and  the  letters  were  found  to  be 
NETHC,  not  N  with  an  obliteration 
of  two  letters,  as  he  had  ftated  the 
matter,  and  much  lefs  NfiE,  as 
on  the  Medicean  coin.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  Monf.  Vaillant, 
who  publiftied  his  book  of  Greek 
coins  a  few  years  after,  admits  the 
Ottoboni  medal  into  his  catalogue 
with  the  legend  NfOK,  which  he 
renders  Neocororum-,  and  is  followed 
in  that  reading  and  interpretation 
by  all  the  fubfequent  medalifts. 

From  his  quoting  the  Ottoboni 
inftead  of  the  Florentine  coin  for 
thls.reverfe,  among  the  medals  of 
Philip,  it  may  be  fuppoled  either 
that  he  doubted  the  authenticity 
of  the  latter,  or  at  leaft  thought 
the  former  a  more  rerponfible 
coin. 

This  difagreement  in  the  legend 
of  the  two  medals  materially  af- 
fedled  Falconeri’s  opinion,  by  de¬ 
priving  him  of  the  patriarch’s 
name,  on  w'hich  the  ftrength  of 
his  argument  depended.  And,  in¬ 
deed,  if  both  coins  had  been  ge¬ 
nuine, 
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nulne,  and  the  difference  was  fup- 
pofed  to  arife  only  from  a  miftake 
in  the  mint- mailer,  the  error  would 
more  juftly  hav’e  been  imputed  to 
the  Medicean  coin,  from  the  im¬ 
probability  of  its  bearing  the  name 
of  Noah ;  whereas  the  word  NEOtC 
on  the  other  coin,  exprefled  a  title 
commonly  borne  by  the  Afiatic 
cities,  and  frequently  expreffed  on 
their  medals. 

It  happens  unfortunately,  that 
the  coin  on  which  Falconeri’s  dif- 
fertation  is  founded,  has  been 
proved  to  be  fpurious.  Profefibr 
Gori,  the  keeper  of  the  Grand 
Duke’s  colledlion,  whofe  fkill  in 
medals,  and  particularly  in  thofe 
under  his  care,  gives  the  greateft 
weight  to  his  opinion,  pronounces 
it  to  be  a  call  coin,  defcribes  its 
imperfedlions,  and  points  out  the 
particular  appearance  of  its  fur- 
face,  common  to  all  fuch  counter¬ 
feit  coins,  by  faying,  Porulis'  et 
ramentis  Jcatet  :  unwilling,  how¬ 
ever,  to  difcredit  either  the  Duke’s 
cabinet,  or  Falconeri’s  judgment, 
he  fuggells  that  this  counterfeit 
piece  was  fublVituted  by  fraud  in 
the  place  of  the  genuine  coin  de- 
fcribed  by  the  author.  But  if  this 
is  fadl,  may  we  not  alk.  What  is 
become  of  that  genuine  coin  ?  Was 
it  dolen,  that  the  fraudulent  pof- 
feftbr  might  keep  it  for  ever  fe- 
cJudedfrom  human  infpeblion,  and 
confine  the  enjoyment  of  it  to  his 
own  foie  view?  Would  he  not 
rather  have  been  tempted  to  difpofe 
of  it  to  fome  of  thofe  royal  and 
magnificent  colledlors,  vvho  are 
known  to  fpare  no  expence  in  the 
purchafeof  fuch  valuable  uniques  ? 
But  no  genuine  coin  of  this  impref- 
£on,  with  a  fair  legend  on  the  ark, 
is  to  be  found  in  any  other  public 
colleiiliGn  \  at  leaH  as  far  as  we  are 


informed  by  the  publlfhers  of  me¬ 
dals.  There  is  one  of  them  indeed 
in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet, 
but  the  Aobe  Barthelemy,  who  is 
a  very  learned  and  fidlfui  medalifl, 
expreffes  his  doubts,  even  alraolt 
to  a  difbelief,  of  the  authenticity 
of  that  coin.  His  words  are; 
“  The  medaillon  of  Philip,  with 
the  fame  type,  is  preferved  in  the 
king’s  cabinet  ;  it  is  perfeflly  like 
to  that  Falconeri  has  engraved,  but 
the  two  or  three  letters  on  the  ark 
are  entirely  defaced.  I  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  fatisfied  with  this  medal ; 
the  firll  glance  of  it  is  very  unfa¬ 
vourable,  and  our  fufpicions  en- 
creafe  in  proportion  as  we  examine 
it  with  more  attention.”  There  is 
another  of  thefe  medals  in  the  col- 
ledlion  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
which  is  all  that  the  prefent 
fituation  of  that  cabinet  will  per¬ 
mit  us  to  fay  of  it ;  but  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  thought  a  bold,  or 
difrefpebtful  conjefture,  to  fuppofe 
that  whenever  that  collection  fhall 
be  fubmitted  to  public  view,  this 
medaillon  will  prove  to  be  ejufdcm 
farinae  with  that  of  Florence  ;  and 
I  am  the  more  juflihed  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  from  the  opportunities  which 
I  have  Jiad  of  examining  three  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecimens  of  the  fame  coin, 
all  poffefTed  by  gentlem^en  of  great 
worth,  and  molt  approved  fK-ill  in 
the  fcience.  The  firll,  which  may 
boaft  with  that  at  Florence,  of  be¬ 
ing  in  the  moll  entire  prelervation, 
belongs  to  the  Ret.  Mr.  Crofts; 
the  figures  and  legend  are  perfeCl, 
and  the  dark  brown  pattern,  fo  of¬ 
ten  feen  on  genuine  coins,  is  well 
imitated.  Mr.  Duane  poffefies  an¬ 
other  of  thefe  pieces,  call  (as  it 
fhould  feem)  in  the  fame  mould  ; 
the  metal  is  more  yellow,  and  it 
pretends  not  to  thofe  external  marks 
K  4  of 
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of  antiquity  which  appear  on  Mr. 
Crofts’s  coin.  The  third  is  in  Dr. 
Hunter’s  cabinet,  and  (either  on 
purpofe,  or  by  accident)  has  been 
broken  into  three  or  four  parts, 
but  is  joined  and  holden  together  in 
a  rim  of  brafs.  It  bears  the  molt 
exact  refemblance  to  the  other  two, 
except  in  point  of  prefervation. 
The  worthy  polfelTors  of  thefe  me¬ 
dals,  who  fo  obligingly  favoured 
me  with  a  fight  of  them,  will  not 
be  difpleafed,  I  hope,  with  my 
declaring  from  the  moll  thorough 
convitlion  (and  poffibly  not  differ¬ 
ing  from  them  in  opinion),  that 
all  three  coins  are  fpurious,  and 
feem  to  have  been  call  in  the  fame 
mould. 

From  thefe  fa£ls  it  fhould  follow, 
that  the  Ottoboni  and  Chigi  me¬ 
dallions  are  the  only  genuuie  pieces 
extant  of  Philip  nx)ith  this  re^uerfe. 
Of  the  latter  we  know  nothing  ex¬ 
cept  the  name  :  but  the  former  has 
Hood  the  examination  of  medalifts, 
is  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
Vaillant,  and  may  have  given 
birth  to  the  feverai  fpurious  coins 
which  perhaps  were  call  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  it.  For,  whatever  may  be 
the  real  hiftory  reprefen  ted  on  this 
medallion,  the  ark  fvvimrninp-  on 
the  waters,  the  two  perfons  in  it, 
the  dove  with  the  branch,  and  the 
word  i\TOK  on  the  ark,  fo  little 
different  from  NOF,  might  have 
fuggefted  the  firll  hint,  and  have 
been  the  great  inducement  to  the 
falfifiers  of  coins  to  give  importance 
and  rarity  to  a  genuine  medallion 
of  this  impreffion,  by  changing 
the  word  NEQK  into  NOF,  Al¬ 
terations  more  bold  and  difficult 
have  been  frequently  praclifed  to 
iinpofe  upon  colledlors ;  and  the 
deceit  of  changing  a  few  letters 
only  on  a  genuine  coin,  is  much 


more  excufable  than  fabricating  a 
falfe  one,  efpecially  if  it  is  formed 
without  an  archetype,  and  has  no 
other  foundation  but  the  fancy  of 
the  maker.  The  Italians,  who  are 
very  converfant  in  this  kind  of  ma- 
nufadlure,  confider  it  as  a  venial 
fin,  and  the  Abbe  Venuti,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Florentine  coin,  fup- 
pofes  the  word  NOF  to  have  b'cen 
formed  on  this,  and  on  all  the 
other  genuine  medals  of  this  im¬ 
preffion,  by  an  operation  which 
he  cbIIs  pciijhing  the  coin,  as  if  re¬ 
pairing  and  falfifying  were  fynony- 
mous  terms.  The  paffage,  how¬ 
ever,  to  which  I  refer,  confirms 
what  has  been  before  advanced 
concerning  the  legend  of  this  me¬ 
dal. 

Though  this  was  manifeflly  the 
moft  eafy  and  natural  method  of 
new  modelling  the  coin  in  quefiion, 
yet  it  is  fomev/hat  remarkable, 
that  no  genuine  medal  of  Philip  fo 
altered  exifis  in  any  collection. 
Poffibly  its  extreme  rarity  may 
have  prevented  the  fabricators  from 
trying  this  experiment  on  it;  for 
the  fraud  appears  to  have  been  uni-  , 
forrnly  carried  on  (as  is  evident 
from  the  above-mentioned  fpeci- 
mens),  by  calling  new  medals,  not 
by  repairing  old  ones  ;  fo  that  on 
the  whole  we  may  fubferibe  to 
Gori’s  opinion  with  which  he  con¬ 
cludes  his  differtation  on  this 
coin  : 

“  Profedto  neminem  fore  arbi- 
tror,  qui  turbatis  corruptifque  hoc 
loci  numifmatis  credere  velit,  in 
area  feriptum  nomen  NQE.” 

It  is  rather  unfortunate,  that  one 
of  Falconer] ’s  engravings  fhould  re- 
prefent  a  falfe  medal,  and  the  other 
mifreprefent  a  true  one ;  for  we 
may  allow  the  genuinenefs  of  Se- 
verus’s  coin,  which  is  now  in  the 

French 


ANTIQ,UITIES. 


French  king’s  cabinet  on  the 
united  authority  of  Monf.  Vaillant 
and  the  Abbe  Barthelemy.  It  is, 
however,  furprizing  that  Seguin’s 
drawing  of  that  coin  fhould  repre- 
fent  the  word  on  the  ark  to  be 
NHTQN,  and  that  Vaillant  fhould 
read  it  NFOK  as  on  the  Ottoboni 
coin  ;  but  it  is  ftill  more  extraor- 
''  dinary,  that  Seguin  fhould  corredl 
his  firft  error  by  a  fecond  ;  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  in  the  preface  to  Fal- 
coneri’s  differtation,  that  on  a 
more  accurate  infpeftion  of  the 
coin,  he  found  the  word  on  the 
ark  to  be  NQP.,  not  NHTQN  as 
he  had  before  reprefented  it ;  the 
two  firft  letters  of  N  E,  he  fays, 
were  manifeftly  apparent,  and  the 
laft  not  obfcurely  difcernible.  But 
can  any  credit  be  given  to  two  fuch 
contradidlory  accounts  ?  and  how 
can  either  of  them  be  received 
againft  the  more  eftabiifhed  au¬ 
thority  of  Vaillant,  and  all  the 
other  fubfequent  medalifts  ? 

From  the  refemblance  in  the 
figures  and  emblems  on  the  me¬ 
dallions  ofSeverusand  Philip,  it  is 
natural  to  infer  that  the  word  in- 
fcribed  on  the  ark  was  the  fame  in 
both  ;  and  fo  it  appears  by  the  Se¬ 
guin  and  Ottoboni  coins.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  word  NQE  is  not 
to  be  found  on  any  except  the  fpu- 
rious  one  at  Florence,  and  thofe 
which  have  been  fabricated  in  the 
fame  manner.  The  true  read¬ 
ing,  therefore,  being  reftored  in  the 
word  Nh.i.'A,  the  city  where  the 
coin  was  iiruck,  as  well  as  the 
hiilory  reprefented  on  the  coin,  are 
materially  affeded  by  the  change. 
Thefe  two  fyllables  will  then  be  the 
initialsof  \.  Q  --cyi  infteadof  ter¬ 
minating  the  word  uayNhi  fOK, 
and  confcquently  the  city  of  Mag- 
nefia  will  lofe  all  its  right  to  this 
medal.  Aparaea  w'ili  enjoy  it 


folely,  and  the  union  or  oiJLovoicr. 
between  thofe  two  cities,  fpoken  of 
by  Venuti  and  other  writers,  will 
vanifti.  It  will  be  no  lefs  fruitlefs 
to  fearch  for  thofe  ideal  perfonages, 
who  are  fuppofed,  by  a  very 
learned  and  ingenious  author,  to 
be  here  pointed  out  under  the  title 
of  A  PT"  M  AFN  H  IT  2,  and  the  le¬ 
gend  without  force  or  alteration 
will  ftand  thus : 

Eni  ArnNoGETor.  aptema. 

r.  All  AM  EON  NFO  ; 
thus  rendered  by  Monf.  Vaillant, 

Sub  Artema  Agonotheta  tertium 

Apamenfium  Neocororum.” 

This  explanation  is  the  more  natu¬ 
ral,  as  the  name  of  Artemas  occurs 
on  a  coin  of  Caracalla,  ftruck  alfo 
at  Apamea, 

Fill  APTEMAF  ATAMEIS 
KOI  NON  ^hPrri  AS. 

There  is  alfo  a  prastor  called  Arte¬ 
mas,  or  Artemagus,  on  a  coin  of 
Herennia  Etrufcilla,  ftruck  at 
Magnefia  ad  Sipylum  (a  different 
city  from  that  ad  Maeandrum), 
which  is  mentioned  by  Vaillant 
and  Harduin,  Vv'ho  read  the  legend 
thus,  ( 

ETII  STP.  APTFMAr  MAINH- 
Tf>N  SiriTAOT. 

Harduin  fuppofes  this  to  have 
been  the  fame  perfon  who  was 
praetor  of  Apamea  :  “  Quern  Sc 

Apamenfium  Phrygiae  praetorem, 
fiiifie  fuo  loco  vidimus.”  Proba¬ 
bly  the  word  may  be  a, 

contraction  of  the  proper  name  Ar¬ 
temagus,  or  Artemagoras;  other^. 
wife  the  F  mull  be  a  numeral,  and 
the  legend  will  be  Artema  tertium^ 
as  on  the  other  coin  ;  but  befides 
the  diftance  of  thofe  cities  fronn, 
each  other,  it  Teems  a  very  impro¬ 
bable  fuppofition,  that  the  lame 
man  Ihould  be  recorded  as  praetor, 

and 
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and  in  tjie  fame  period  of  his  office 
in  both  cities.  This  point,  how¬ 
ever,  is  not  material  to  the  prefent 
queftion.  But  it  has  been  objeded 
with  regard  to  the  word  NFTK, 
”that  Apamea  does  not  appear,  by 
any  coin  or  other  record,  to  have 
enjoyed  the  Neocorate,  though  the 
city  of  Magnefia  did,  as  is  evident 
from  a  medal  of  Maximus  quoted 
by  Harduin. 

ivlAfNHTDN  NFOKOPHNTHS 
APTFMIAOS. 

This  objedion,  however,  being 
merely  negative,  may  not  be 
thought  conclufive ;  for,  if  the  le¬ 
gends  on  thefe  raedaillons  of  Se- 
verus  and  Philip  are  really  genuine, 
they  will  bp  fufficient  to  ellablilh 
this  fad. 

What  has  been  already  faid  re¬ 
lates  only  to  the  authenticity,  con¬ 
dition,  and  legend  of  the  medals 
in  queftion  ;  but  the  moft  material, 
and  indeed  the  moft  difficult  part 
of  the  enquiry,  is  the  import  of 
thefe  emblematical  figures  on  their 
reverfe,  and  the  hiftory  intended 
to  be  reprefpnted  by  them.  The 
public  has  already  before  them 
three  different  opinions  on  this  fub- 
jed.  That  which  arofe  from  Fal- 
coneri’s  differtation,  and  is  adopted 
by  Mr.  Bryant,  which  fuppofes  this 
reverfe  to  allude  to  the  Noachic 
deluge  :  that  of  Vaillant,  and  other 
fubfequent  medalifts,  who  make  it 
to  be  deferiptive  of  Deucalion’s 
food  :  and  the  third  opinion  is 
that  of  Father  Harduin,  which 
differs  from  both  thefe,  and,  as 
ofual,  is  fmgular  in  its  kind  ;  for 
he  tells  us,  that  the  ark  floating 
among  the  w^aters  reprefents  the 
fltuation  of  Apamea  between  the 
rivers  Marfyas,  Obrimas,  and  Or- 
gas  j  tl;iat  the  figures  within  and 


without  the  ark  denote  the  Emperor 
and  JEniprefs ;  their  up-lifted 
hands,  and  the  dove  with  the 
branch,  are  emblems  of  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  procured  for  Afia 
in  general,  and  for  this  city  in  par¬ 
ticular,  by  Severus’s  conqueft  over 
the  Parthians.  It  may  be  fufficient 
merely  to  mention  this  laft,  which 
feems  to  want  both  date  and  con- 

t 

clufion^ 

The  firft  of  thefe  hypothefes,  as 
I  have  before  obferved,  was  very 
materially  affedled  by  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  fpurioufnefs  of  the  Floren¬ 
tine  coin.  The  fuppofed  name  of 
the  patriarch  being  rejefted,  and 
the  true  legend  reftored,  ths  figures 
and  emblems  are  left  to  tell  their 
own  ftcxry,  whether  it  relate  to  the 
flood  of  Noah,  to  that  of  Deuca¬ 
lion,  or  to  any'  other  event  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  nature  and  period. 

It  is  confeffedly  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  fa^  in  the  Mofaical 
hiftory  fhould  be  reprefented  and 
deferibed  on  a  coin  of  the  lower 
empire,  ftruck  in  a  city  of  Afia, 
where  neither  the  inhabitants  nor 
the  mint-mafters  can  well  be  fup- 
po fpd  to  have  been  either  Jews  or 
Chriftians.  Had  they  been  fo, 
they  could  not  have  undertaken  to 
record  this  event  in  fo  public  a 
manner,  without  the  permiffion  of 
the  emperor  :  and  fhould  it  be  fur¬ 
ther  fuppofed,  that  Philip  was  a 
convert  to  chriftianity,  which 
thofe  learned  writers,  Monf.  Tille- 
moilt,  and  Huet,  have  attempted 
to  prove,  yet  even  this  would  not 
folve  the  difficulty,  becaufe  the 
fame  reafon  could  not  be  applica¬ 
ble  to  the  fimilar  reverfe  on  the 
coin  of  Severus,  who  was  confeffed- 
iy  a  heathen,  and  a  violent  perfe- 
cutor  of  the  chriftians. 

It  would  certainly  give  great 

weight 
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weight  to  this  opinion,  if  fome 
charafteriftlcal  marks  could  be 
pointed  out  on  the  coin  peculiar  to 
the  fcriptural  hiilory  of  the  flood, 
and  not  applicable  to  that  of  Deu¬ 
calion.  And  fuch  at  firil  fight  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  two  birds,  one  re- 
prefented  fitting  on  the  ark,  the 
other  flying  towards  it  with  a 
branch  in  its  claws  ;  provided  that 
the  former  be  fuppofed  a  raven, 
and  the  latter  a  dove  ;  becaufe  both 
are  mentioned  as  having  been  lent 
out  by  Noah  to  difcover  whether 
the  waters  were  abated  ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  it  cannot  be  alTerted, 
that  the  former  is  intended  for  a 
raven  ;  and  if  it  ^ere,  medalifts 
have  found  an  allulion  from  the 
blacknefs  of  that  bird  to  the  an- 
tient  name  of  Apamea,  which  ac¬ 
cording  to  Pliny  was  firfl:  called 
Ceiaenae,  and  according  to  Ste¬ 
phanas  The  eagle  alfo 

(for  lb  Harduin  thinks  it  to  be) 
was  an  emblem  of  this  city,  and 
appears  on  its  medals,  and  the  bird' 
on  the  wing  refembles  an  eagle  on 
Severus’s  medallion,  though  in  Phi¬ 
lip’s  it  is  more  like  a  dove.  But 
thefe  two  birds  are  equivocal  em¬ 
blems,  for  according  to  Plutarch 
the  dove  attended  Deucalion,  and 
was  a  token  to  him  of  the  encreafing 
temped  by  his  return  to  the  ark, 
and  of  fair  weather  when  he  came 
back  no  more  ;  and  Abydenus,  as 
quoted  by  Eufebius  in  relation  to 
that  deluge,  fpeaks  of  l)ir^s  in  the 
plural  as  thrice  fent  out  by  Sifu- 
thrus.  The  branch,  indeed,  i* 
not  taken  notice  of  by  any  profane 
hillorian,  and  the  Mofaical  account 
reprefents  only  a  leaf  in  the  bird’s 
,  mouth. 

The  tradition  of  the  Deucalioiiic 
flood  being  fuppofed  more  recent, 
and  better  preierved  in  the  minds 


of  the  heathen,  by  forming  a  re- 
maikable  aera  in  their  hiilory  of 
the  world,  was  a  more  probable 
objeft  of  their  attention  ;  efpeci- 
ally  when  it  is  confidered,  that 
many  fuch  allufions  to  different 
parts  of  profane  hiilory  are  to  be 
found  on  their  coins;  but  the  re- 
prefentation  of  Noah’s  flood  wmuld 
be  a  Angle  inllance  of  fcripture 
hiilory  recorded  on  a  heathen  me¬ 
dal. 

It  is  with  the  greatell  diffidence 
that  1  prefume  to  doubt  any  opinion 
advanced  by  that  moll  learned  and 
ingenious  author,  whofe  Analyfis  of 
Antient  Mythology  has  enriched 
the  public  with  fuch  a  treafure  of 
learning  ;  and  who,  with  a  good- 
nefs  of  heart  equal  to  the  extent  of 
his  abilities,  has  applied  them  to 
illullrate  many  important  truths  re¬ 
vealed  in  facred  hiilory.  As  he 
wanted  not  various  and  abundant 
proofs  of  this  event,  he  may  well 
be  juftified  in  illullraring  his  other 
argurtients  by  the  mention  of  the 
Apameari  coin  of  Philip  ;  but  as 
his  reafoning,  fo  far  as  the  letters 
on  the  ark  are  concerned,  was 
founded  on  the  fuppofed  authentl- 
ciry  of  this  coin,  for  which  he 
ought  not  to  be  made  anfwerable  ; 
the  cafe  mav  poffibly  now  appear 
to  him  in  a  different  light;  at  lead 
he  will  only  draw  his  condufions 
rrom  the  number,  attitude,  &c.  of 
the  figures  on  the  reverie ;  and, 
though  the  vvoi-ds  MF  D  and  MO  , 
under  the  condud  of  his  able  pen, 
may  be  taught  to  fpeak  the  fame 
language,  yet  the  addition  of  a 
Anal  K  feems  to  determine  the 
word  to  a  different  meaning  ;  and 
inllead  of  conveying  the  name  of  a 
deity,  or  a  patriarch,  points  out  a 
title  or  off.ce  belonging  to  the-city 
where  the  medal  was  ftruck. 

This 
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This  objeftion  may  be  thought 
of  more  confequence  than  a  difqui- 
iition  concerning  the  form  of  the 
ark,  as  reprefented  on  the  medal, 
whether  it  be  intended  toreprefent 
a  fquare  or  quinquelateral  veffel ; 
whether  it  be  open  at  top,  or  co¬ 
vered  with  a  flat  or  angular  roof. 
Mr.  Bryant’s  reprefen  ration  un¬ 
doubtedly  differs  from  thofe  in  the 
Mufeum  Florentinum,  the  French 
king’s  cabinet,  and  the  Numifmata 
Pembrochiana,  wherein  they  are  all 
faithfully  reprefented  from  the  ori¬ 
ginal  engravings ;  but  he  cannot 
be  charged  with  any  conflderable 
deviation  from  Falconeri’s  en¬ 
graving,  Vv'hich  probably  was  his 
archetype.  The  difference  conflfts 
chiefly  in  this,  that  the  defcending 
line,  which  is  drawn  in  Mr.  Bry¬ 
ant’s  plate  from  the  back  of  the 
ark,  and  is  loft  behind  the  fecond 
figure,  forms  a  larger  angle  with 
the  fide  or  end  line  of  the  ark,  than 
it  does  in  Falconeri’s,  and  there¬ 
fore  conveys  the  idea  of  an  angular 
roof ;  whereas  that  line  in  Faico- 
neri  approaches  fo  near  to  a  per¬ 
pendicular,  that  it  may  feem  to  the 
eye  rather  as  the  end  in  perfpec- 
tive  of  an  open  boat  or  veffel,  whofe 
fides  are  of  equal  height.  It  is 
evident,  however,  from  Falconeri’s 
defcription  of  the  coin,  that  the 
tranfverfe  line  refting  on  what  he 
calls  the  duo  tigilli  eredli,  was  un- 
derftood  by  him  to  reprefent  a  co¬ 
vering  over  the  heads  of  the  figures; 
and  therefore  it  feeins  immaterial 
whether  that  roof  was  flat  or 
angular :  nor,  indeed,  can  any 
fatisfadory  conclufion  be  drawn 
from  the  delineation  of  the 
fpurious  coin  of  Philip,  nor  even 
from  the  three  different  repre¬ 
sentations  of  the  genuine  medaillon 
sPf  3everus,  which,  in  feme  in- 


ftances,  vary  from  each  other. 
I  would  extend  this  obfervation 
even  to  the  coin  itfelf,  whereon 
the  accuracy  or  fkili  of  a  mint- 
mafter  cannot  much  be  depended 
on,  according  to  whofe  ideas  and 
miferable  perfpedive,  the  fame 
figure  might  reprefent  an  open  or 
a  covered  building,  a  boat  or  an 
ark,  a  fuggeftum  or  a  temple ; 
efpecially  on  the  coins  minted 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  in  the  Afiatic  provinces. 

Nor  does  it  feem  material  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  fize  of  the  ark,  or 
the  number  of  perfons  reprefented 
without  or  within  it ;  for  it  was  not 
the  intention,  much  lefs  was  it 
'within  the  capacity  of  the  mint- 
mafter,  to  include  fuch  a  variety  of 
fads  or  perfonages  within  the  nar¬ 
row  coinpafs  of  a  Angle  reverfe. 
It  was  thought  fufficient,  if  he 
could  mark  the  hiftorical  fad  by 
one  or  two  leading  and  well-known 
circumftances  ;  fo  that  if  the 
Noachic  deluge  had  been  the  ob- 
jed  of  his  work,  he  could  not  have 
deferibed  all  the  perfons  contained 
in  that  veffel ;  much  lefs  could  he 
have  found  room  for  the  variety  of 
animals  preferved  in  it.  The  re- 
ftoration  of  mankind,  whether  by 
Noah’s  or  Deucalion’s  flood,  was 
juftly  depided  in  the  perfons  of  a 
male  and  female,  whom  hiftory 
has  pointed  out  as  the  parents  of 
the  poftdiluvian  world.  They  are 
reprefented  in  one  part  of  the  re- 
verfe  in  an  ark  floating  on  the  wa¬ 
ters,  in  another  part  as  juft  landed 
from  it,  with  uplifted  hands,  in. 
thankfulnefs  to  the  deity  for  their 
prefervation.  The  repetition  of 
the  'fig  ures,  far  from  being  an  ob- 
jedion  to  either  of  thofe  Mftories, 
leems  rather  to  give  an  additional 
iiiuftration  to  the  coin,  and  to 

al'certain 
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afcertAin  the  faft,  by  exhibiting 
the  two  perfons  in  different  fitua- 
tions.  This  liberty  is  fometimes 
taken  in  hiftorical  paintings,  and 
the  fame  figure  appears  in  various 
parts  of  the  pi6lure. 

But  whether  the  facred  or  pro¬ 
fane  hiftory  of  the  deluge  was  the 
objeft  of  this  reverfe,  the  word  in- 
fcribed  on  the  ark  will  be  of  very 
little  ufe  in  explaining  the  figures. 
For,  according  to  Vaillant,  the 
word  nr QK  mull  be  fublHtuted 
infteadof  NfiF.  The  Abbe  Bar- 
thelemy  thinks  that  authority  is 
wanting  for  both,  and  that  neither 
of  the  words  can  be  fairly  traced 
on  any  of  the  genuine  medals  with 
this  reverfe ;  fo  that,  NHE  ap¬ 
pearing  only  on  the  fpurious  me¬ 
dallion  of  Philip,  it  ,will  be  to  no 
purpofe  to  contend  for  it,  either  as 
the  name  of  the  patriarch,  or,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Barrington,  as  the 
dual  of  the  pronoun  EPQ,  put  into 
the  mouths  of  Deucalion  and 
Pyrrha,  to  exprefs  their  fituation, 
and  alluding  to  that  paffage  in 
Ovid’s  Metam.  lib.  i. 

Nos  duo  turba  fumus.” 

For  it  is  apprehended  that  this 
pronoun  is  alnvays  fpelt  with  an  I, 
and  therefore,  until  fome  authority 
can  be  produced,  either  from  MSS. 
or  printed  books,  of  its  being 
written  with  an  E,  neither  the 
fpelling  nor  the  meaning  here 
given,  can  be  juflified  from  the 
Greek  language. 

It  is  alfo  well  known  to  all  thofe 
who  ar?  converfant  with  medals, 
that  they  hardly  ever  fpeak  a  lan¬ 
guage  like  this.  The  office  of  the 
mint-mailers  was  of  a  public  and 
ferious  nature.  They  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  reprefeiuing  the  ceremo. 


nies  of  religion,  and  the  events  of 
hiflory,  in  the  plaineil  and  moll 
intelligible  manner,  for  the  public 
information  ;  and,  though  they 
might  be  tolerable  mythologills, 
yet  they  could  have  nothing  to  do 
with  poetry.  It  may  be  jull  mat¬ 
ter  of  doubt,  whether  the  name  or 
writings  of  Ovid  were  known  to 
the  Apameans,  fituated  at  500 
miles  diltance  from  Tomis,  the 
place  of  that  poet’s  relidence.  It 
may  be  thought  Hill  lefs  probable, 
that  they  Ihould  be  fo  familiarifed 
to  his  works  as  to  allude  to  them  on 
fo  remarkable  an  event  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  a  fingle  pronoun,  which 
did  not  convey  fo  much  informa¬ 
tion  as  might  be  learned  from  the 
number  and  attitude  of  the  figures 
themfelves  ;  but  this,  being  only 
matter  of  opinion,  mull  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

But  is  there  no  other  event  to 
which  thefe  medals  might  refer  } 
were  there  no  religious  or  hillori- 
cal  fails  relative  to  Apamea,  the 
circumllances  of  which  may  not 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  pollerity, 
though  they  were  well  known  at 
that  time  to  the  Apameans  ?  Is 
any  thing  more  frequent  on  the 
medals  ot  the  Aliatic  cities  than  the 
reprefentation  of  their  local  deities, 
temples,  images,  altars,  and  ce¬ 
remonies  ofvvorlhip?  Why  may 
not  the  building  reprefent  a  tem¬ 
ple  dedicated  to  fome  marine  or 
river  deities,  fituated,  as  the  coin 
reprefents  it,  at  the  confluence 
of,  or  upon  the  Apamean  ri¬ 
vers,  with  the  images  of  thofe  dei¬ 
ties  in  the  temxple .?  and  may  not 
the  figures  Handing  near  the  tem¬ 
ple  reprefent  Worffiipers,  PrieHs, 
Editui  or  Ng^yxcfo/,  elpecially  as 
one  of  them  is  veiled  like  a  prieH, 

and 
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and  their  right- hands  are  lifted  up 
in  the  poilure  of  adoration  or 
thankfgiving  ?  May  not  this  have 
been  a  celebrated  temple,  for 
which  games  were  inftituted  in  the 
ceremonial  of  their  vvorfhip,  under 
the  prefidency  of  an  ; 

and  to  which,  on  fuch  a  fuppo- 
fition,  the  title  of 
might  be  applicable.  But,  as  no¬ 
thing  can  be  produced  from  hilio- 
ry,  from  the  Ifate  of  thele  medals, 
or  from  their  legends,  tO'  deter¬ 
mine  precifely  the  fa£l  to  which 
they  allude,  there  is  hill  ample 
'room  left  for  further  conjedlure  ; 
the  principal  objedl  of  this  paper 
having  been  to  flievv  the  different 
hate  of  the  medals  under  confider- 
ation,  to  dihinguiih  the  fpurious 
from  the  genuine  coins,  and  ra¬ 
ther  to  fhew  what  confequences 
cannot  be  drawm,  than  to  ellablifh 
any  certain  ones,  on  fo  difficult  a 
fubjeff.  But  whatever  thefe  may 
be,  it  feems  necelfary  that  they 
Ihould  be  deduced  from  the  fi¬ 
gures  and  legend  on  the  Con¬ 
tour  only,  which  are  allowed  by 
the  belt  medaiihs  to  be  genuine. 


On  the  Antiquity  of  Cock-Fighting, 

/T  E  N  have  long  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  antipathy  one 
cock  fnews  to  another^  and  have  en¬ 
couraged  that  natural  hatred  ^with 
arts  that  difgrace  human  reafon. 
— The  origin  of  this  fport  is  faid 
to  be  derived  from  the  Athenians 
on  the  following  occafion  :  When 
Themiflocles  was  marching  his 
army  againfl:  the  Perfians,  he  by 
the  way  efpying  two  cocks  fight¬ 
ing,  caufed  his  army  to  behold 


them,  and  made  the  following 
fpeech  to  them  :  Behold,  thefe 

do  not  fight  for  their  houlehold 
gods,  for  the  monuments  of  their 
ancehors,  nor  for  glory,  nor  for 
liberty,  nor  for  the  iafety  of  their 
children,  but  only  becaufe  the 
one  will  not  gave  way  unto  the 
other,’’  This  fo  encouraged  the 
Grecians,  that  they  fought  flre- 
nuoufly,  and  obtained  the  vidfory 
over  the  Perfians  ;  upon  which 
cock-fighting  was  by  a  particular 
law  ordained  to  be  annually  prac- 
tifed  by  the  Athenians. 

Though  the  ancient  Greeks 
piqued  themfelves  on  their  polite- 
nefs,  calling  all  other  nations  har- 
harousy  yet  Mr.  Pcgge  has  proved 
clearly  in  a  Treanfe  publifned  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  Archseolo- 
gia,  that  they  were  the  authors  of 
this  cruel  and  inhuman  mode  of 
diverfion  . — -The  inhabitants  of  De¬ 
los  were  great  lovers  of  this  fport ; 
and  Tanagray  a  city  of  Boeotia, 
the  Me  of  Rhodes,  Chalcis  in  Eu- 
bcea,  and  the  country  of  Media, 
were  famous  for  their  generous  and 
magnanimous  race  of  chickens. — 
It  appears  they  had  Tome  method 
of  preparing  the  birds  for  battle. 
Cock-fighting  was  an  inllitution 
partly  religious,  and  partly  poli¬ 
tical  at  Athens,  and  was  continued 
there  for  the  purpofe  of  imprciv- 
inp-  the  feeds  of  valour  in  the  minds 
of  their  youths — Buf  it  was  after¬ 
wards  abufed,  and  perverted  both 
there  and  in  other  parts  of  Greece, 
to  a  common  paftime  and  amufe- 
ment,  without  any  moraly  political 
or  religious  intention  ;  and  as  it 
is  now  followed  and  praclifed 
amongft  us. — It  appears  that  the 
Romans,  who  borrowed  this,  with 
many  other  things  from  Greece, 
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ufed  quails  *  as  well  as  cocks  for 
fighting. — The  firft  C2ufe  of  con¬ 
tention  between  the  two  brothers, 
Balfianus  and  Geta,  fons  of  the 
Emperor  Septimius  Severus,  hap-y 
pened,  according*  to  Herodian,  in 
their  youth,  about  fighting  their 
quails  and  cocks  f.-  Cocks  and 
quails,  fitted  for  the  purpofe  of 
engaging  one  another  to  the  lak 
gafp,  for  diverfion,  are  frequently 
compan^d  in  the  Roman  writers  J, 
and  with  much  propriety,  to  Gla¬ 
diators.  The  fathers  of  the  church 
inveigh  with  great  warmth  againll 
the  fpedfacles  of  the  Arena — the 
wanton  fhedding  of  human  blood 

in  fport -  One  would  have 

thought  that  with  this,  cock-fight¬ 
ing  would  alfo  have  been  difeard- 
ed,  under  the  mild  and  humane 
genius  of  Chriftianity. — But  it  was 
referved  for  this  enlightened  a;ra 
to  pradlife  it  with  new  and  aggra¬ 
vating  circumftances  of  cruelty — 
The  Shrove  Tuefday  majfacre  of 
this  ufeful  and  fpirited  creature, 
is  now  indeed  in  a  declining  way  ; 
but  that  monftrous  barbarity,  the 
battle-royal  and  Welfh-main  hill 
continue  to  be  in  full  force  amongft 
us.^ — A  liriking  difgrace  to  the 
manly  charafter  of  Britons  ! 

It  is  probable  that  cock-fighting 
was  firft  introduced  into  this  ifland 
by  the  Romans. — The  bird  itfelf 
was  here  before  Csefar’s  arrival. 

William  Fitz  -  Stephen,  who 
wrote  the  life  of  Becket,  in  the 
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reign  of  Henry  11.  is  the  firfl  of 
our  writers  that  mentions  cocking^ 
deferibingit  as  the  fport  of  Ichool- 
boys  on  Shrove  Tuefday.  The 
theatre  (the  cockpit)  it  feems  was 
•the  fchool,  and  the  mailer  was  the 
comptroller  and  direftor  of  the 
fport. — From  this  time,  at  leall, 
the  diverfion,  however  abfurd, 
and  even  impious,  was  continued 
amongll  us  :  It  was  followed, 
though  difapproved  and  prohibited 
39  Edward  111.  —  Alfo  in  the  reign 
of  Henry.  VlII.  and  A.  D.  1569. 
It  has  been  by  fome  called  a  royai 
diverfion;  and  every  one  knows 
the  cockpit  at  Whitehall  ,\vas  erec¬ 
ted  by  a  crowned  head,  for  the 
more  magnificent  celebrating  of 
the  fport.  It  was  prohibited  how¬ 
ever  by  one  of  Oliver’s  adls,  March 
31,  1-654. 


Origin  of  the  Name  of  Old  Nick. 

OBOD  Y  has  accounted  for 
the  Devil’s  having  the  name 
of  Old  Nick.  Keyller  de  Dea  Ne~ 
haleuniay  p.  33,  and  Jlntiq,  Sep- 
tenir.  p.  261,  mentions  a  deity  of 
the  waters  worfijipped  by  the  an- 
tient  Germans  and  Danes  under 
the  name  ot  Nocca  or  Nicken,  ftyled 
in  the  Edda  Nikur^  which  he  de¬ 
rives  from  the  German  nugen,  an- 
fwering  to  the  Latin  necare.  V/or- 
mius,  Mon.  Dan.  p.  17,  fays  the 


*  Hence  Marcus  Aurelius,  T.re61.  6,  fays,  I  learn  from  Diognetus,”  ne 
rebus  inanibus  ftudium  irnpenderem,  ne  Coturnices  ad  pugnam  alerem,  neve 
rebus  iltiufmodi  animum  adjicerem. 

f  Interque  fe  fratres  difiidebant,  pueriliprlinum  certamine,  edendis  Cotor- 
nicuni  pugnis,  Gallinaceorunique  cunfl!61ibus,  ac  puerorum  collu61ationibus 
exoita  difeordia.  Heiodian.  III.  Se61.  33. 

J  Hence  Pliny’s  exprefiion,  Gallcrum,  feu  Gladiatoium,  and  tharof  Co¬ 
lumella,  rixofariim  Avium  -Lanifia  being  the  proper  term  for  the 

mailer  of  the  Gladiators, 

rednefs 
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rednefs  in  the  faces  of  drowned 
perfons  was  alcribed  to  this  deity’s 
fucking  their  blood  out  at  their 
nollrils.  Wadhovius,  pref.  ad  Vit. 
Sandlor.  <  and  Loccenius,  Antiq. 
Siieo-Goth.  p.  17,  call  him  Neccus, 
and  quote  from  a  Belgo- Gallic 
Diflionaryj  Neccery  Spintus  Aqua- 
ticusy  and  Ncccey  necare.  'The 
Idandic  Didt.  in  Hickes’  Thef. 
P.  III.  p.  85.  renders  Nikur,  bel- 
Lua  aquatica,  Laftly,  Rudbekius, 
Ailant.  p.  I,  c.  7.  §  5,  p.  iqz,  & 
c.  30,  p.  719,  mentions  a  notion 
prevalent  among  his  countrymen, 
that  Neckia'y  who  governed  the 
fea,  alTumed  the  form  of  various 
animals,  or  of  a  horfeman,  or  of 
a  man  in  a  boat.  He  fuppofes 
him  the  fame  with  Odin  ;  but  the 
above  authorities  are  fufficient  to 
evince  that  he  was  the  Northern 
Neptimey  or  fome  fubordinate  fea- 
god  of  a  noxious  difpofition.  Wor- 
mius  queries  whether  a  figure  faid 
to  be  feen,  1615,  on  the  river 
Z<2«,  .and  called  WaJJ'er  Nichs,  might 
not  be  of  this  kind.  Probably  it 
was  a  fea-monfter  of  the  fpecies 
called  Merineriy  and  by  our  Spen- 
fer,  Fairy- Queen,  11.  12,  24. 
he  griejly  WaJJ'er }n an. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  but  the  name 
of  this  evil  fpirit  might,  as  Chrif- 
tianity  prevailed  in  thefe  northern 
nations,  be  transferred  to  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  evil. 

It  it  would  not  be  thought  pun¬ 
ning  on  names,  I  would  hazard 
another  conjedfure.  —  St.  ^Nicholas 
was  the  patron  of  marinetd,  con- 
fequently  opponent  to  Nicker.  How 
he  came  by  this  office  does  not  ap¬ 
pear.  The  Legend  fays,  “  Ung 
jour  que  aucuns  mariniers  perijjoyent 
ft  lep  rierent  ainf  a  larmeSy  NicolaSy 
ferntiteur  de  Dteu,  f  ies  chojes  Jont 
•vr ayes  que  nous  aucns  ouyes,  Ji  ks 


efprou^'e  maintenant.  Et  tantot  untf 
homnie  sApparut  au  la  J'etnblance  de 
luy,  iA  leur  dity  Veesc  moyy  Je  ne 
nP appellesc  ojous  pas  :  lA  leur  commen  • 
ca  a  leur  ayder  en  leur  exphit  :  de  la 
7te  Jet  tatitof  la  tempeflate  cejfa.  Et 
quant  Us  furent  njenus  a  fon  Eglife  iltz 
Je  cogneurent  fans  demonfrer,  lA  f 
ne  ranjoient  one  que  s  njeu.  Et  lors 
rendirent  graces  a  Dieu  fff  a  luy  de 
leur  deli'vrance  ;  et  il  leur  dit  que  ilz 
attribuaf'ent  a  la  mij'ericorde  de  Dieu 
et  a  leur  creancey  et  tion  pas  a  Jes 
merites.  —  Then  follow  other  mira¬ 
cles,  not  peculiarly  appropriated 
to  him  under  this  charadler.  We 
have  afterwards,  indeed,  another 
ftory  of  his  delivering  from  an 
illufion  of  the  Devil  certain  pil¬ 
grims  qui  alloient  M.  luy  a  nage, 
which  I  underhand  to  mean  only 
by  <rujatery  Legende  d’or.  fob  viii. 
See  alfo  Blomefield’s  Hill,  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  11.  p.  86 1. 

Pal.^ophilus. 


Remarkable  Infances  of  the  Crafs, 

ORRUPTIONS,  by  means 
of  the  figure  we  call  a  Crafs y 
have  had  a  great  effeft,  I  believe, 
in  all  languages  ;  it  is  when  the 
prefix  adheres  to  the  following 
word,  which  it  often  very  eafily 
and  naturally  does,  in  pronuncia¬ 
tion,  and  afterwards  is  written  or 
printed  in  that  form.  Thus  the 
modern  names  of  the  city  of  Athens 
are  Satinas  and  Satinesy  from  H 
ASui'tf  f ;  and  that  of  Confantinople, 
Stambouly  from  'ttoKiv.  Hence 

tx depoly  mehercuUy  &c.  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  and,  perhaps,  our  word  en¬ 
deavour,  and  rendev/ous,  from  the 
French  etideanjoir,  and  rendess  <tjous» 
Sorhe  attention,  however,  is  ne- 
cefTary  in  the  cafe,  and  fome  dif- 

tindion 
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tinftlon  fhould  be  made,  for  the 
Crafis  is  not  concerned  in  all  words 
that  coalefce  together,  as  othernvi/e, 
alxvajsy  See.  which  ought  rather 
to  be  called  compounds  ;  for  I 
clleem  it  no  Cra/is  unlefs  there  be 
fuch  a  mixture  or  coalition  of  let¬ 
ters  in  the  word  as  to  make  the 
word  to  feem  different  from  itfelf, 
and  to  be  obfeured  or  deformed  by 
it.  Thus  Birlaciy,  a  form  of  fvvear- 
ing  by  the  blefiVd  Virgin,  much 
ufed  formerly,  and  fometimes  now, 
is  a  manifeil:  jumble  and  corruption 
of  ^  our  Lady. 

It  appears,  from  this  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  things,  that  vulgar,  hafty, 
and  inaccurate  pronunciation  has 
been  the  principal  caufe  of  this  fi¬ 
gure  ;  which  has  been  more  ap¬ 
plied  in  our  language  than,  I 
prefume^  is  commonly  tnought  ; 
and  therefore  I  am  in  hopes  that  a 
regard  had  unto  it  cannot  fail  of 
giving  light  unto  the  fenfe  and 
etymology  of  very  many  of  our 
I  Englifli  words.  The  figure  has 

I  alfo  operated  very  remarkably  in 

I  fbme  of  our  'Englijh  firnames,  as 

I  has  been  noted  by  our  learned  Cam- 
I  deny  Remains,  p.  122  ;  we  fhall 

therefore  infert  thofe  indances 

amongll  the  red.  I  obferve,  lad- 

ly,  before  I  proceed  on  my  Alpha- 
bet,  that  it  is  furprifing  how  prone 
the  country-people  of  the  North 
and  midland  parts  of  England  are 
to  the  ufe  of  this  grammatical  fi¬ 
gure,  efpecially  in  refpeft  of  the^ 
article  E'he,  which  in  the  Ihape  of 
T  or  Th  they  will  join  to  words 
which  begin  with  a  confonant,  or 
with  more  than  one  ;  caufing  there¬ 
by  much  roughnefs  and  harflinefs, 
and  even  difficulty  of  pronuncia¬ 
tion  ;  o^er  th^ bridge,  o^er  th  brig, 
as  they  fpeak  it,  for  over  the 
bridge. 

VoL.  XX.  1777* 


Now,  the  prefixes,  or  other  par¬ 
ticles,  which  ufually  coalefce  with 
the  words  they  belong  to,  fo  as  to 
alter  or  difguife  them,  are  thefe  i 
A,  An,  At,  Ap,  By,  Di,  De,  Do,  /, 
In,  It,  Mine,  Ne,  0,  Sainte,  I'he, 
Tnjjo,  Three,  and  To.  And  thefe 
1  propofe  to  go  through  in  theirs 
order. 

A. — An  Accomplice.  The  mon- 
kifh  hidorians  perpetually  ufe  the 
word  Complice^  in  Latin  ;  and  Com¬ 
plice  itfelf,  as  an  Englifh  word, 
occurs  in  Wea^jer,  Fun.  Monu¬ 
ments,  p.  266,  and  fee  "Johnfon^ 
So  that  I  fufpedl  a  Crajis  here^, 
and  that  if  was  fird  a  Co7nplice, 
corrupted  afterwards  to  Accomplice, 
which  in  that  cafe  would  require 
the  article  an  to  be  prefixed.  The 
word  ' accomplijh  might  facilitate 
the  corruption  with  unthinking 
people. 

An. — A  Naynjjord.  This  is  a 
common  exprefhon  for  a  by-word 
or  proverb,  and  is  probably  a  Cra-< 
fis  of  an  Aye-^Mord ;  that  is,  a  word, 
or  faying,  ahvays  and  perpetually 
ufed,  agreeable  to  the  ancient  ufe 
of  Aye.  If  this  be  not  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  the  original  of  it,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  account  for  k. 

A  Narronv,  id  ed,  an  Arrow. 
See  Mr.  Hearne  ad  Gul.  Neubrig., 
p.  Ixxxv,  Ixxxvi.  The  prefix  has 
here  evidently  grown  and  fadened 
itfelf  to  the  noun.  ^ 

Jacke  Napes,  which  Skelton  gives 
us  p.  160,  feems  to  be  J^ack  an 
Apes,  as  Littleton  writes  it;  butT 
am  doubtful  about  this,  as  Nape 
or  Knape  is  the  farhe  as  knave  or 
fervant.  See  GlofT.  to  Douglas*% 
Virgil. 

A  Nogler.  This  is  the  name  for* 
merly  given  to  thofe  people  who 
travelled  the  country  with  Sheffield 
wares ;  a  practice  now  generally 
L  lute 
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left  off  there,  infomuch  that  the 
Eame  itfelf  is  falling  into  oblivion, 
as  the  original  of  the  word  has 
long  fince  done.  I  take  the  ety¬ 
mon  to  be  this  :  what  we  call  an 
Higler  was  once  written  an  Hagler^ 
and  fo  you  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Ful¬ 
ler'^  Worthies,  p.  278'.  Now,  an 
liagler  is  very  eafil'y  turned  into 
a  Nagler^  and  with  a  open  a  No- 
gler.  Dr.  JohnJon  omits  the  Hig- 
kr,  and  defcribes  the  Hagler  as 
one  that  is  tardy  in  bargaining, 
from  to  haggle.  But  it  feems  the 
Hf^ler  and  the  Hauler  is  the  lame 
perfon,  and  fo  this  fenfe  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  word  is  omitted  by  him. 

A  Ne^wt.r  An  Eft,  or  fmall  li¬ 
zard,  of  which  Newt  is  the  com¬ 
mon  name  in  Derbyjhire  and  Staf¬ 
fer  djhire.  Ploti.  Hill,  Staff,  p.  244, 
251  ;  and  it  is  ufed  by  Shake/p. 
Macbeth,  A,  IV,  Sc,  l.  “  Ne-zut, 
fays  Dr.  fohnfon^  is  fuppofed  by 
Skinner  to  be  contrafted  from  an 
Eajetf  and  it  certainly  is  fo.  The 
Saxon  word  is  epere ;  fo  that  the 
gradation  an  Efete,  an  Evet, 
a  Nevet,  a.  Newt,  ^  confonant 
being  turned  into  juft  as  w  in 
Denjil  is  changed  into  u  by  thofe 
who  pronounce  it,  as  the  vulgar 
often  do,  DeuL- 

A  Needle^  anciently  written  a 
Neldf  which  perhaps  may  by  Cra- 
fis  be  an  Eld^  the  fame  as  an  Elfe^ 
ufed  by  llioemakers. 

Na^vL  i.  e.  an  Awl,  implement 
of  4  he  cobler,  ufed  by  Beaum,  tF 
Fletcher,  Vill.  p.  5,5. 

A  Noddy ;  cj.uafi,  by  a  Crafts, 
an  Oddy  j  a  fingular  or  whimfical 
perfon. 

A  Nailhourni  This  word  is  both 
fo  written  and  pronounced  in  Kent, 
and,  anfwering  to  the  Vipfeys  or  Gyp- 
fey  s  in  Torkjhire,  Camd,  CoL  901, 
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or  Ray  on  the  Deluge,  p.  9^,. 
means  a  torrent  which  flovs  only 
now  and  then,  or  once  in  a  few 
years.  Now,  when ‘thefe  torrents 
broke  out,  they  were  fuppofed  to 
betoken  famines,  fickneffes,  and 
deaths,  chiefiy  I  prefume  fickneffes ; 
whence  J  conjeftuite  there  is  a  Gra¬ 
fs  in  the  cafe,  a  Nailbourn  being 
in  fa£l  an  Ailbourn,  as  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  Ails  or  difeafes.  It  is 
written,  however,  Eylebournhy  Dr, 
Harris,  p.  240,  23,  411.  and  fo 
Philipot  gives  it,  p,  42.  which  per¬ 
haps  may  be  a  corruption  of  Aih- 
bourn  ;  but  as  thefe  defultory  tor¬ 
rents  often  abound  with  fmall  eels,^ 
it  is  poffible  they  might  take  their 
names  fro-m  thence,,  quali  Eel- 
hourns:  But  tkere  will  ftill  be  a 

Grafs  in  Nailbourn. 

At.  —  This  particle  coheres 
chiefiy  in  fuch  names  of  perfons 
as  are  taken  from  fituation ;  as, 

Naf,  which  Mr.  Camden  thinks 
is  contraded  from  At  AJh.  Re¬ 
mains,  p.  123. 

Nnxsetls.  As  we  have  the  name 
of  Atavells,  or  AtH.well,  one  has  cer¬ 
tainly  reafon  to  think  that  T<voelh 
is  a  Grafs  for  At  Wells, 

Ab  or  Ap. — We  have  certain 
names  now  in  England,  brought 
originally,  I  fuppofe,  from  Wales, 
ill  which  the  Ab  or  Ap  is  become 
a  part  of  the  name  that  followed 
it.  At  firft  they  were  patrony¬ 
mics,  though  they  are  not  fo 
now.  Thus  Pugh  is  ag  Hugh 
Price  or  Brice,  ap  Rice  ;  Pritchard, 
ap  Richard  ;  Prideaiix',  ap  Rideaux’, 
Be-ija7i,  ap  Evan  ;■  BrO'iven,  ap  CFiven^ 
Povjcl,  ap  Hoei. 

B>Y.—Bilive,  i  c.  by  le  Eve', 
fometimes  written  blive  and  blyve. 
Gloff.  to  Chaucer,  v,  Blive, 

1)1, —Didapper,  the  bird,  quail 

DivS- 
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Dive-Dapper ;  which  is  confirmed 
Iby  its  being  called  Dab-Chick  in 
Kent. 

Do. — Don  and  doff,  i.  e.  to  do 
on,  and  do  of.  See  fobn/on  in  Fo¬ 
ci  bus. 

De.  —  In  names  of  perfons  drawn 
from  the  places  of  their  abode,  or 
extradlion,  the  French  particle  De 
will  often  coalefce  with  the  name 
of^  the  place,  if  it  begin  with  a 
vowel.  Danvers,  de  or  iT Anvers  ; 
Daeth  ;  de  or  d^ Aeth,  a  town  in 
Hainault ;  DaJhvjood  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  de  or  d’AJhvoood  ;  Da- 
vill,  d'Eivill ;  Camden,  Remains, 
p.  122  ;  Doily,  de  Oily,  ibid, 
p.  in;  Dauney,  ibid.  p.  122. 
Aunay  is  a  plot  of  ground  where 
alders  grow;  and,  to  name  no 
more,  Devereux  is  undoubtedly  dK- 
vereux. 

Eche  or  Each. — Hence  every 
chone,  Skelton,  p.  192,  i.  e.  every 
eche  one  ;  which  we  have  now  con- 
tradled  to  every  one. 

li — This  pronoun  eahly  coale- 
fees,  as  Dm,  /’//,  Vld,  i.  e.  / 
would.  P^r<^’s  Songs,  p.  81.  Tchul- 
le,  Percy,  III.  p.  xvii.  i.  e.  I Jh all, 
ye  ffall. 

In. — Ith  ioT  in  the’,  hence 
Percy,  I.  p.  6. 

It. — Hence  ^tis. 

Mine. — My  Nea?n ,  my  Nont ; 
K uncle,  Nont.  Thefe  words  are 
ufed  familiarly  in  the  North  by 
young  people  to  the  elder  fort, 
though  there  be  no  alliance  or 
relation  between  tiiem*  ^ame  is 
the  Saxon  for  uncle,  and  the  podef- 
five  pronoun  mine  has  grown  to  it. 
The  fecond  is  from  mine  Aunt  in 
like  manner,  as  likewife  Nuncls 
(fee  Shakefp.  Lear,  1.  fc,  13.)  and 
Nont. 

Ne*— This  old  negative  very 


readily  coincided  with  words  be¬ 
ginning  with  a  vowel  or  a  vj. 

Nis  and  Nys,  i.  e.  ne  is,  or  is 
not:  Skelton,  p.  62.  Nill,  for  ne 
will ;  nilt,  ne  wilt  :  Fairfax,  Chau¬ 
cer.  Hence  vjill  or  nill’.  Invedtive 
againft  Wolfey.  So  nil'd  for  ne 
would:  Mirrour  of  Magidrates, 
p.  487. 

N'ct,  and  nolt,  for  ne  wot,  or 
know  not,  written  in  Machabreei 
folio  220,  note.  Nolt  occurs  in 
Fairfax,  xviii.  50. 

None  is  either  ne  o?ie  or  no  one. 
Nere,  i.  e.  ne  were:  Fairfax; 
xii.  81.  V.  47  ;  X.  61  ;  alibi. 

Noidd,  ne  would t  Fairfax, 
Nought,  ne  ought ;  written  al fo 
formerly  noght.  ^ 

Nam,  neam  ;  nart,  neart ;  nad^ 
nehad',  niji,  newijl:  all  in  Chaucer 
O. — Ho  !  i  take  to  mean  O  ye. 
Of. — o'tlj  ,  i.  e.  of  the.  Hence 
ath  the,  Percy,  i.  p.  6,  where  the 
abounds  by  the  midake  of  copyid  ; 
for  p.  9,  you  have  athe,  for  of  the ^ 
twice. 

Saint. — This  word,  prefixed  td 
the  names  of  certain  holy  men,  of 
reputed  to  be  fo,  either  adhered, 
by  means  of  its  lad  letter  P,  to  the 
name  of  fuch  faint,  or  the  whole 
of  it  was  joined  to  it ;  elpecially 
in  certain  of  our  firnames  borrowed 
from  the  names  of  faints.  I  fhall 
fpecify,  fird,  fome  cafes  where  the 
lad  letter  only  adheres,  which 
modiy  happens  where  the  name 
begins  with  a  vowel.  Thus  the 
French  S.  Agnan  or  Aignan  was 
pronounced  by  fome  in  France  S. 
Ttgnan :  H.  Steph.  Apolog.  pouf 
lierodote,  iii.  p.  242.  Edit.  1735^ 

A  T antony  pig  ;  fo  written  irl 
Drake's  Eborac.  p.  315,  meaning 
a  pig  of  St.  Anthony. 

Pawdry,  i;  e.  St.Avcdrey',  “a 
L  2  teftii 
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term  borrowed  from  thofe  times 
when  they  tricked  and  bedecked 
the  fhrines  and  altars  of  the  faints, 
ag  being  at  vye  with  each  other 
on  that  occafron.  The  votaries  of 
St.  Audrey  (an  ifle  of  Ely  faint)  ex¬ 
ceeding  all  the  reft  in  the  drefs  and 
equipage  of  her  altar,  it  grew  inta 
a  byword  upon  any  thing  that 
was  very  gaudy,  that  it  'tvas  all' 
faudryy  as  much  as  to  fay,  all  St. 
Audrey  Canting  Di6l,  v.  Tau- 
dry. 

E^alkmund.  St..  Alkmofid'' s 
at  Derby  is  commonly  railed  Ealk- 
Kiund, 

San  Telmo.  The  meteor  called 
St,  Elmo,  in  Ulloa,  ii.  p.  350,  is 
written  San  Telmo, 

S.  Eathan.  St.  At  ban  or  Ait  ban. 
Memorial  of  Brit,  Piety,  Append, 
p.  40. 

Txvinnely  i.  e.  St.  Whinoc, 
Ibid.  p.  48. 

TijcAy-ftreet,  bridge,  Too^- 

/^-corner,  all  in  Soutbnvark,  from 
St.  'Ola-ue,  pronounced  Qlye,  as 
Camden  gives  it.  Remains,  p. 
123. 

St.  Eoofes.  St.  OJlthe* s,  written 
St.  Toofes  in  Bailey^ s  Life  of  Bp. 
Fijher,  p.  88.  Mr.  Ca?nden  ob- 
Icrves,  that  St,  Ojytb  is  turned  into 
Saint  Tonjjs :  Remains,  ibid. 

S.  Eahbe,  St.  Elba  was  the  fa¬ 
mous  priorefs  of  Coldingbam,  who 
chofe  to  deform  herfelf,  with  her 
nuns,  rather  than  be  abufed  by 
the  infolent  Danes.  See  Camd, 
Remains,  1.  c.  alfo  Fuller,  Worthies 
in  Rutland. 

St.  Fbetba,  or  St.  Teath,  $t. 
Etha  was  a  Cornijh  Saint. 

St.  Tomer.  This  name  we  have 
in  Camde?ds  Remains,  p.  15 1,  for 
St.  Omer,  or  de  Sto.  A'Ujdomaro, 

St.  Tote.  St,  Aldate^s  church,  or 
St.  Old's,  at  Oxford,  is  vulgarly 


called  St.  Tole's,  Pointer,  Oxon* 
Acad.  p.  109. 

Fonjon.  This  firname,  I  Imagine., 
may  be  corrupted  of  St.  Owoen,  who 
occurs  in  CamJen,  p.  1 5  i . 

I  come  nov/  to  thofe  inftances 
where  the  whole  fubftance,  as 
it  were,  of  the  word  Saint  is 
incorporated  with  the  name, 
as  is  evident  from  many  of 
our  ftrnames  taken  from  the 
names  of  faints.  The  French 
San,  as  in  Sampol,  Sammar- 
thanus,  &c.  coheres  thu^  in 
their  language. 

Samond :  i,  e.  St.  Amand,  or  dg 
Sto.  Amando. 

Simberd.  St.  Bar  be,  or  de  St  a, 
Barbara.  Carnb.  p.  150, 

Sinclair.  De  Sta,  Clara,  or  de 
Sto.  Claro,  as  Ns‘^ court,  in  Re- 
pert.  i.  p.  224.  But  q.  if  this  be 
not  an  error. 

Sanliz,  Senliz,  Sbiglis.  Thefe 
are  St,  Lis,  or  de  Sto.  Lifo,  or  SyL 
njaneFienJis,  for  which  fee  Camd, 
p.  150. 

Sentlo.  St.  Le,  or  de  Sto.  Laudoj,. 
Camd.  p.  I  ^  ! , 

Sentlovj.  This  is  dliferent  from? 
the  former,  being  interpreted  ds 
Sandio  Liipo.  Camd.  ibid.  Lupus  is 
the  name  of  a  faint. 

Sellinger.  So  they  commonly 
pronounce  this  name  ;  whereas  the 
orthography  is  St.  Leger,  i.  e.  ds 
Sto.  Leodegario.  Camd.  p,  14©. 

Semarton,  St.  Martin,  or  de,  Sto,. 
Mart  mo,  Camd.  p.  I51. 

Semarc.  St.  Medard,  Camd.  p, 
15©.  But  one  would  rather  think 
St.  Marc. 

Seimple,  Sampole,  The  firft  is 
the  Scotch  name,  the  fecond  the 
French  ;  both  are  St.  Paid. 

Seimpere,  Sampier,  or  Semptre, 
St.  Peter,  or  de  Sto.  Petro. 

Semcu?\ 
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Semotfr.  De  Sto.  Mauro. 

T  H  E . — By  dene  f  i.  e.  by  the  e-ven, 
or  by  night.  Romance  of  Jmys 
and  Amylion, 

To  thendc^  To  the  ende,  Cax- 
tony  Myrrour,  cap.  5. 

Taylot^  Glocefierjkire  word  ; 
meaning  an  hay-loft.  At  firli,  no 
doubt,  they  faid  in  taylot,  for  in 
the  hay  loft  ;  and  then  converted 
the  whole  into  a  fubftantive,  call¬ 
ing  a  hay-loft  by  that  name. 

Tuffcldy  or  Tonjel.  This  means 
an  ho-vel  in  Derhyjhirey  where  they 
fird  faid  in  tO'-vel,  i.  e.  in  the  ho’vel ; 
and  then,  by  miftake,  took  to^el 
to  be  the  fubftantive,  for  hovel. 

T'on  and  Tother:  as,  do  you  take 
toUy  and  Pll  take  tother  ;  meaning 
the  one  and  the  other.  dhe  tony 
Percy  i.  p.  7,  where  either  the  or 
t  abounds  ;  and  yet  this  is  very 
commonly  ufed,  as  is  the  tother,  for 
which  fee  Percy,  p.  58. 

Tierne  crofs,  in  SomnePs  Antiq. 

Canter b.  p.  II,  169,  is  the  iron 
crofs. 

Nathlefs.  Not  the  lefs.  See  Dr. 
'fohnfon. 

To. — By  cutting  off  the  0,  this 
fign  glues  itfelf  to  many  verbs  in 
Caxton,  and  other  authors  ;  as  ia- 
houndy  taccomplijhy  tarette  it,  i.  e. 
to  impute  it  ;  t offer,  ;  t alledge  hun- 
gre  and  thurfie,  Caxton,  in  Myr- 
rour,  cap.  5,  is  to  allay  them. 

Two. — This  numeral  will  fome- 
times  cohere  with  a  noun,  2.s'tvjin- 
ter,  a  calf  two  winters  or  two  years 
old.  Derbyffire. 

P’o-vet.  I'his,  in  Kent,  means 
two  pecks,  and  confequently  is  a 
coalition  of  tavo  fat  ox  vat. 

A  Pavibill.  This  is  an  imple¬ 
ment  that  cuts  both  ways ;  and  as 
Two  is  pronounced  often  tava,  hence 
you  have  tvja-billy  ox  tvoi-bill. 

Three,— A  Trevetis  an  houfc' 


hold  implement  of  iron  with  three 
feet  to  ftand  before  the  fire,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fetting  any  thing  upon 
to  dry  or  warm,  and  takes  its  name 
from  the  faid  three  feet.  See  P'an^ 
tier,  Biblioth.  in  Nic  Trivet. 

Toot. — This  word  means  to 
peep,  or  peep  out.  When  peafe  in 
Derbyjhire  firft  appear,  they  are  faid 
to  toot,  i.  e.  to  out ;  and  hence  they 
have  the  participle  tooting.  Thus, 
I  conceive  that  tooting  zxTunhridge- 
wells  means  to  out,  in  the  way  of 
inviting  and  bringing  guefts  to 
their  mafier’s  houfe. 

Postscript. 

Tr  I  MON. —In  the/  anonymous 
metrical  hillory  of  the  battle  of 
Floddon-Field,  lately  publifhed,  it 
is  obferved,  p.  32,  that  St.  Paul^ 
St.  Peter,  and  St.  Andrevj,  never 
taught  the  Scottijh  prelates  to  go  to 
war,  but  rather  fome  later  Popifh 
faints,  Trimon  ot  ^nhytehorn,  or 
Doffin  of  Rof ;  where,  as  St.  Ni~ 
nian  was  the  great  faint  at  Candid 
da  Cafa,  or  Wbitehern,  the  Editor 
fays,  we  Ihould  read  Ninian 
^uhytehorn.  An  emendation  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  necefiary;  this,  however, 
is  not  a  happy  one.  The  Scots, 
it  feems,  call  Ninian,  Bingen,  (fee 
Memorial  of  Brit.  Piety,  p.  131,) 
whence  I  conjedlure  there  is  a  Cra- 
fis  here,  and  that  the  true  correc¬ 
tion  is  Tringen.  If  this  be  the 
truth,  as  I  prefume  it  is,  it  af¬ 
fords  a  pregnant  inftance  of  the 
ufefulnefs  of  attendine  to  the  cffedls 

O 

of  the  Crafs  :  but,  indeed,  of  this, 
in  point  of  etymology,  we  have 
feen  many  examples  above, 

Smerwick. — There  is  fome- 
thing  particular  in  this,  as  the  firli 
letter,  inllead  of  the  lall,  in  Saint, 
Coalefces';  for  it  means  St.  Maryvjick, 
in  the  county  of  Kerry,  in  Ireland.. 
Campbell,  Lives  of  Adm,  ii.  p.  49. 
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Account  of  fenjeral  Gigantic  Statues 
found  in  Eafier  Ifand,  in  the 
South  Seas,  by  Captain  Cook. 

ON  the  Eaft  fide,  near  the  fea, 
they  met  with  three  platforms 
pf  ftone-work,  or  rather  the  ruins 
of  them.  On  each  had  flood  four 
pf  thofe  large  flames,  but  they 
were  all  fallen  down  from  two  of 
them,  and  alio  one  from  the  third ; 
all  except  one  were  broken  by  the 
fall,  pi  in  fome  meafure  defaced. 
Mr.  Wales  meafured  this  one,  and 
found  it  to  be  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
and  fix  feet  broad  over  the  flioul- 
4ers.  Each  flame  had  on  its  head 
a  large  cylindric  flone  of  a  red  co¬ 
lour,  wrought  perfectly  round.  Xhe 
one  they  meafured,  which  was  not 
by  far  the  largefl,  was  fifty-two 
inches  high,  and  flxty-fix  in  dia¬ 
meter.  In  fome  the  upper  corn¬ 
er  of  the  cylinder  was  taken  off  in 
a  fort  of  concave  quarter-round  ; 
but  in  others  the  cylinder  was  en¬ 
tire. 

They  obferved  that  this  fide  of 
the  ifland  was  full  of  thofe  gigan¬ 
tic  ftatues  fo  often  mentioned; 
fome  placed  in  groupes  on  plat¬ 
forms  of  mafonry ;  others  fingle, 
fixed  only  in  the  earth,  and  that 
not  deep  ;  and  thefe  latter  are,  in 
general,  much  larger  than  the 
pthers.  Having  meafured  onCp 
which  had  fallen  down,  they  found 
it  very  near  twenty-feven  feet  long, 
and  upwards  of  eight  feet  over  the 
breaft  or  Ihouiders  ;  and  yet  this 
appeared  confiderably  fhort  of  the 
fize  of  one  they  faw  flanding :  its 
fhade,  a  little  paft  two  o’clock, 
being  fufficient  to  jfhelter  all  the 
party,  confifting  pf  near  thirty  per- 
fons,  from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
Here  they  flopped  to  dine  ;  after 
^l^ich  they  repaired  to  a  hHl,  from 


whence  they  faw  all  the  Eaft  and 
North  Ihores  qf  the  ifle,  on  which 
they  could  not  fee  either  bay  or 
creek  fit  even  for  a  boat  to  land 
in  ;  nor  the  leaft  figns  of  frefli 
water.  What  the  natives  brought 
them  here  was  real  fait  water ; 
but  they  obferved  that  fome 
of  them  drank  pretty  plentifully 
of  it,  fo  far  will  neceflity  and  cuf- 
tom  get  the  better  of  nature  1  On 
this  account  they  were  obliged  ta 
return  to  the  laft  mentioned  well  ; 
where,  after  having  quenched  their 
thirfl,  they  diredled  their  route 
acrofs  the  ifland  towards  the  Ihip* 
as  it  was  now  four  o’clock. 

In  a  fmali  hollow,  on  the  highefl 
part  of  the  ifland,  they  met  with 
feveral  fuch  cylinders  as  are  placed 
on  the  heads  of  the  ftatues.  Some 
of  thefe  appeared  larger  than  any 
they  had  feen  before  ;  but  it  was 
now  too  late  to  flop  to  meafure  any 
of  them.  Mr.  Wales,  from  whom 
I  had  this  information,  is  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  there  had  been  a  quarry 
here,  whence  thefe  flones  had  for¬ 
merly  been  dug;  and  that  it  would 
have  been  no  difficult  matter  to 
roil  them  down  the  hill  after  they 
were  formed.  I  think  this  a  very 
reafonable  conjefture ;  and  have 
no  doubt  that  it  has  been  fo. 

The  gigantic  ftatues,  before  men¬ 
tioned,  are  not,  in  my  opinion, 
looked  upon  as  idols  by  the  prefent 
inhabitants,  whatever  they  might 
have  been  in  the  days  of  the  Dutch; 
at  leaft,  I  faw  nothing  that  could 
induce  me  to  think  fo.  On  the 
contrary,  I  rather  fuppofe  that 
they  are  burying- places  for  certain 
tribes  or  families.  I,  as  well  as 
fome  others,  faw  a  human  ikele- 
ton  lying  in  one  of  the  platforms, 
juft  covered  with  flones.  Some  of 
thefe  jplatforms  of  mafonry  are 
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'dilrty  or  forty  feet  long,  twelve  or 
iixteen  broad,  and  from  three  to 
twelve  in  height ;  which  lail  in 
fome  mealure  depends  on  the  na- 

A 

ture  of  the  ground.  For  they  are 
generally  at  the  brink  of  the  bank 
lacing  the  fea,  fo  that  this  face 
may  be  ten  or  twelve  feet  or  more 
high,  and  the  other  may  not  be 
above  three'  or  four.  They  are 
built,  or  rather  faced,  with  hewn 
Hones  of  a  very  large  fize ;  and 
tbe  workmanlhip  is  not  inferior  to 
the  belt  plain  piece  of  -mafonry  we 
have  in  England.  They  ufe  no 
fort  of  cement  ;  yet  the  joints  are 
exceedingly  clofc,  and  the  Hones 
morticed  and  tenanted  one  into 
another,  in  a  very  artful  manner. 
The  fide-walls  are  not  perpendi¬ 
cular,  but  inclining  a  little  inwards, 
in  the  lame  manner  that  break- 
works,  See.  are  built  in  Europe  : 
yet  had  not  all  this  care,  pains, 
and  fagacity,  been  able  to  prelerve 
thefe  curious  ftruftures  from  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  all-devouring  time. 

The  ftatues,  or  at  lead  many  of 
them,  are  eredled  on  thefe  plat¬ 
forms,  which  ferve  as  foundations. 
They  are,  as  near  as  we  could 
judge,  about  half  length,  ending 
in  a  fort  of  Hump  at  the  bottom, 
on  which  they  Hand.  The  work- 
manfliip  is  rude,  but  not  bad  ; 
nor  are  the  features  of  the  face 
ill  formed,  the  nofe  and  chin  in 
particular ;  but  the  ears  are  long 
beyond  proportion  ;  and,  as  to 
the  bodies,  there  is  hardly  any 
thing  like  a  human  figure  about 
them. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  examin¬ 
ing  only  two  or  three  of  thefe  Ha- 
tues,  which  are  near  the  landing- 
place  ;  and  they  were  of  a  grey 
itone,  feemingly  of  the  fame  fort 
as  that  with  which  the  platforms 


were  built.  But  fome  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  travelled  over  the 
bland,  and  examined  many  of 
them,  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Hone  of  which  they  were  made, 
was  different  from  any  other  they 
faw  on  the  illand,  and  ha'd  much 
the  appearance  of  being  fadlitious^ 
We  could  hardly  conceive  how 
tliefe  iflanders,  wholly  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  any  mechanical  power, 
could  raife  fuch  Hupendous  fi¬ 
gures,  'and  afterwards  place  the 
large  cylindric  Hones,  before  men¬ 
tioned,  upon  their  heads.  The 
only  method  I  can  conceive,  is  by 
raifirig  thei  upper  end  by  little  and 
little,  fuppcTting  it  by  Hones  as  it 
is  raifed,  and  building  about  it 
till  they  got  it  eredt  ;  thus  a  fort 
of  mount  or  fcalFolding  would  be 
made,  upon  which  they  might  roll 
the  cylinder,  and  place  it  upon 
the  head  of  the  Hame ;  and  then 
the  Hones  mi^ht  be  removed  from 
about  it.  But  if  the  Hones  are 
fa^itious,  the  Hatties  might  have 
been  pot  top-ether  on  the  place,  in 

‘x  ^  -O  ‘ 

their  prelent  poHtian,  and  the  cy¬ 
linder  put  on  by  building  a  mount 
round  them  as  above  mentioned. 
But,  let  them  have  be^n  made  and 
fet  up,  by  this  or  any  other  me¬ 
thod,  they  rnuH  have  been  a  work 
of  immenle  time,  and  lulHciently 
Ihew  the  ingenuity  and  perfever- 
ance  of  the  illanders  in  the  age  in 
which  thev  were  built.;  for  the 
prefent  inhabitants  have  moH  cer¬ 
tainly  had  no  hand  in  them,  as 
they  do  not  even  repair  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  thole  which  are  going 
to  decay.  They  give  different 
names  to  them,  fuch  asGotomoara, 
Marapate,  Kanaro,  Goway-toogoo, 
Matta  Matta,  &c.  &c.  ;  to  which 
they  fometimes  prefix  the  word 
Moi,,  and  fometimes  annex  Aree- 
L  q.  kes® 
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kee.  The  latter  fignifies  chief; 
and  the  former,  burying,  or  Heep- 
ing-place,  as  well  as  we  could  un¬ 
derhand. 

Befides  the  monuments  of  anti¬ 
quity,  which  were  pretty  numer¬ 
ous,  and  no  where  but  on  or  near 
the  fea-coah,  there  were  many  lit¬ 
tle  heaps  of  hones,  piled  up  in 
different  places,  alon^g  the  coah. 
Two  or  three  of  the  uppermofl 
hones  in  each  pile  were  generally 
white  ;  perhaps  always  lo,  when 
the  pile  is  complete.  It  will  hardly 
be  doubted  that  thefe  piles  of  hone 
had  a  meaning.  Probably  they 
might  mark  the  place  where  people 
had  been  buried,  and  ferve  inhead 
of  the  large  hatues. 


On  the  firji  IntroduSiion  of  Mufic 
into  the  Sernjice  of  the  Church. 
From  Sir  J.  iiawkins’r  General 
Hifory  of  Mufic. 

IT  has  already  been  obferved, 
that  the  fcience  of  harmony  was 
anciently  a  fubjefl  of  philofophical 
enquiry  ;  and  it  is  manifeh,  from 
the  account  herein  before  given  of 
them  and  their  writings,  that  the 
Greeks  treated  it  as  a  fubjecl  of 
very  abhrad  fpeculation,  and  that 
they  neither  attended  to  the  phyh- 
cal  properties  of  found,  nor  con¬ 
cerned  themTelves  with  the  pradice 
of  mufic,  whether  vocal  or  inhru- 
mental,  Ptolemy  was  one  of  the 
lah  of  the  Greek  harmouicians ; 
and  from  his  time  it  may  be  ob- 
lerved,  that  the  cultivation  of  mu¬ 
fic  became  the  care  of  a  fet  of  men, 
who.,  then  at  leall,  made  no  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  charader  of  philo- 
fophers.  This  mav  be  accounted 
for  either  by  the  decline  of  philo- 
fophy  about  this  period,  or  by  the 


not  improbable  fuppofition,  that 
the  fubjed  itfelf  was  exhaufied, 
and  that  nothing  remained  but  an 
improvement  in  pradice  on  that 
foundation  which  the  ancient  wri¬ 
ters,  by  their  theory,  had  fo  well 
laid.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  caufe,  it  is  certain,  that  after 
the  efiablilhment  of  chriftianity 
the  cultivation  of  mufic  became  the 
concern  of  the  church  :  to  this  the 
chrifiians  were  probably  excited  by 
the  example  of  the  Jews,  among 
whom  mufic  made  a  confiderable 
part  of  divine  worfhip,  and  the 
countenance  given  to  it  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  St.  Paul.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
wondered  at  by  thofe  v/ho  confider 
the  efieds  of  mufic,  its  influence 
on  the  paffions,  and  its  power  to 
infpire  fentiments  of  the  moft  de¬ 
vout  and  afledling  kind,  if  it  eafily 
found  admittance  into  the  worfhip 
of  the  primitive  chriftians  :  as  to 
the  flate  of  it  in  the  three  firfl  cen¬ 
turies,  we  are  very  much  at  a  lofs; 
yet  it  fhould  feem  from  the  in¬ 
formation  of  St.  Augulline,  that  in 
his  time  it  had  arrived  atfome  de¬ 
gree  of  perfedion  ;  poffibly  it  had 
been  cultivating,  both  in  the  Eafl- 
ern  and  Weftern  empire,  from  the 
firfl;  propagation  of  chriltianity. 
The  great  number  of  men  who 
were  drawn  off  from  fecular  pur- 
fuits  by  their  religious  profelTion, 
amidft  the  barbarifm  of  the  times, 
thought  themfelves  laudably  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  ftudy  of  a  fcience 
which  was  found  to  be  fubfervient 
to  religion  :  while  fome  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  oppugning  heretical 
opinions,  others  were  taken  up  in 
compofing  forms  of  devotions, 
framing  liturgies ;  and  others  in 
adapting  fui table  melodies  to  fuch 
pfalms  and  hymns  as  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  fervice  of  the. 

,  churchy 
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cljurcli,  and  which  made  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  the  divine  of¬ 
fices  :  all  which  is  the  more  proba¬ 
ble,  as  the  progrefs  of  human  learn¬ 
ing  was  then  in  a  great  meafure  at 
a  Itand. 

But  as  the  introduflion  of  mufic 
into  the  fervice  of  the  church  fecms 
to  be  a  new  sera,  it  is  necefiary  to 
be  a  little  more  particular,  and  re¬ 
late  the  opinions  of  the  mofl:  au¬ 
thentic  writers,  as  well  as  to  the 
reception  it  at  firft  met  with,  as  its 
fublequent  progrefs  among  the 
converts  to  chriifianity.  If  among 
the  accounts  to  be  griven  of  thefe 
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matters,  fome  (hould  carry  the  ap- 
pearanceof  improbability, or  fhouJd 
even  verge  towards  the  regions  of 
fable,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
very  little  credit  would  be  due  to 
hillory,  w'ere  the  writer  to  fupprefs 
every  relation  againft  the  credibi¬ 
lity  whereof  there  lay  an  objeftion. 
Hiilory  does  not  propofe  to  tranf- 
mit  barely  matters  of  real  fad:,  or 
opinions  abfolutely  irrefragable ; 
falfehood  and  error  may  very  in¬ 
nocently  be  propagated,  nay  the 
general  belief  of  falfehood,  or  the 
exiftence  of  any  erroneous  opinion, 
may  be  confidered  as  fads ;  and 
then  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an 
hiflorian  to  relate  them.  Who¬ 
ever  is  converfant  with  the  eccle- 
fiallical  hifiorians  mull  allow  that 
the  luperilition  of  fome,  and  the 
enthufiafmof  others  of  them,  have 
fomewhat  abated  the  reverence  due 
to  their  teftimony.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  charaders  of 
Eufebius,  Socrates,  Sozomen,  The- 
odoret,  and  Evagrius,  for  veracity 
and  good  Intelligence,  (land  fo  high 
in  the  opinion  of  all  fober  and  im¬ 
partial  men,  that  it  is  impofiible 
to  withhold  our  alfent  from  the  far 
greater  part  of  what  they  have 
wjitten  on  this  fubjed. 
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The  advocates  for  the  high  an¬ 
tiquity  of  church-mufic  urge  the 
authority  of  St.  Paul  in  its  favour, 
who,  in  his  Epiille  to  the  Ephe- 
fians,  charges  them  to  fpeak  to 
themfelves  in  pfalms,  and  hymns, 
and  fpiritual  fongs,  finging  and 
making  melody  in  their  hearts  to 
tne  Lord ;  and  who  exhorts  the 
Coloffians  to  teach  and  admonifli 
one  another  in  pfalms,  hymns,  and 
fpiritual  fongs.  Cardinal  Bona  is 
one  of  theie  ;  and  he  fcruples  not 
to  affert,^  on  the  authority  of  thefe 
two  paffages,  that  fongs  and  hymns 
were,  from  the  very  eftablilhment 
of  the  church,  fung  in  the  afiem- 
blies  of  the  faithful.  Johannes  Da- 
mafeenus  goes  farther  back;  and 
relates,  that  at  the  funeral  of  the 
BlelTed  Virgin,  which  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  Gethfemana,  theapofiles, 
alTilled  by  angels,  continued  fing¬ 
ing  her  requiem  for  three  whole 
days  inceliantly.  The  fame  au- 
thor,  fpeaking  of  the  ancient  hymn 
called  the  Trifagion,  dates  its  ori¬ 
ginal  from  a  miracle  that  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  time  of  Proclus,  the 
archbifhop :  his  account  is,  that 
the  people  of  Conllantinople  being 
terrified  with  fome  portentous  figns 
that  had  appeared,  made  folemn 
procefiions  and  applications  to  the 
Almighty,  befeeching  him  to  avert 
the  calamities  that  feemed  to 
threaten  their  city,  in  the  midd 
whereof  a  boy  was  caught  from 
among  them,  and  taken  up  to  hea¬ 
ven  ;  v.'ho,  upon  his  return,  re¬ 
lated,  that  he  had  been  taught  by 
angels  to  fing  the  hymn,  in  Greek, 

Ayiof  0  ©{Of,  etyisc  ifjjpoii  eiyios 

ei6xy£CTo{f  iKinfoy 

Holy  God,  holy  and  ftrong,  holy  and 
mortal,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

The  truth  of  this  relation  is  queL 
tioned  by  fome,  who  yet  credit  a 

vifioij 
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vifion  of  St.  Ignatius ;  of  which 
Socrates,  tlie  ecclefiallical  hillorian, 
gives  the  following  account :  ‘‘  St. 
Ignatius,  the  third  bifhop  of  An¬ 
tioch,  in  Syria,  after  the  apollle 
Peter,  who  alfo  converfed  familiar¬ 
ly  with  the  apodles,  faw  the  blelTed 
fpirits  above  Tinging  hymns  to  the 
Sacred  Trinity  alternately,  which 
method  of  Tinging,  fays  the  Tame 
hillorian,  Ignatius  taught  to  his 
church  ;  and  this,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  miracle  which 
gave  rife  to  it,  was  communicated 
to  all  the  churches  of  the  Eall.” 
Nicephorus,  St.  Chryfodom,  Ama- 
larius,  and  fundry  others,  acqui- 
efee  in  this  account  of  the  origin  of 
antiphonal  Tinging ;  as  do  our 
countrymen.  Hooker,  Hammond, 
Beveridge,  and  Dr.  Comber. 

By  the  Apodolical  Conllitutions, 
faid  to  have  been,  if  not  compiled 
by  the  apodles  themfelves,  at  lead 
collciSled  by  Clement,  a  difeipie 
of  theirs,  the  order  of  divine  wor- 
Ihip  is  prelcribed  ;  wherein  it  is 
exprefsly  required,  that  after  the 
reading  the  two  ledbns,  one  of  the 
prelbyters  Ihould  fing  a  pfalm  or 
hymn  of  David  ;  and  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  fhould  join  in  Tinging  at  the 
end  of  each  verfe.  It  would  be  too 
little  to  fay  of  this  collediion,  that 
the  authority  of  it  is  doubted,  lince 
it  is  agreed,  that  it  did  not  appear 
in  the  world  till  the  fourth  century : 
and  the  opinions  of  authors  are, 
that  either  it  is  fo  interpolated  as 
to  ,  deferve  no  credit,  or  that  the 
whole  of  it  is  an  abfolute  forgery. 

Hitherto,  then,  the  high  anti¬ 
quity  of  church-mufic  dands  on  no 
better  a  foundation  than  tradition, 
backed  v^ith  written  evidence  of 
fach  a  kind  as  to  have  fcarce  a  pre¬ 
tence  to  authenticity :  there  are, 
{ipwever,  accounts  to  be  met  with 


among  the  writers  of  ecdefiadical 
hi  dory,  that  go  near  to  fix  it  at 
about  the  middle  of  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury. 

Having  determined  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  mufic  in  the  chridian 
worlhip,  the  hillorian  next^men- 
tions  the  particular  perfons  under 
whofe  proteftion  it  was  cultivated 
with  the  greated  zeal  and  fuccefs. 
I'hofe  were,  St.  Bafil,  St.  Chry¬ 
fodom,  and  St.  Ambrofe  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  whom  indituted  that  method 
of  finging,  which  from  him  has 
been  denominated  the  Cantus  Am- 
brofianus,  or  Ambrolian  Chant. 
Sir  John  Hawkins  obferves  in  re- 
fpeft  of  this  name,  that  it  appears 
not  to  have  fpecilied  any  deter¬ 
mined  feries  of  notes,  but  was  only 
invented  to  exprefs  in  general  a 
method  of  finging  agreeable  to 
fome  rule  prefer! bed  or  taught  by 
that  father.  It  is  however  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  a  reference  to 
the  modes  of  the  ancients,  at  lead 
to  thofe  of  Ptolemy,  which  our  au¬ 
thor  has  proved,  in  a  preceding 
part  of  the  Hidory,  to 'have  been 
exadlly  coincident  with  the  feven 
fpecies  of  the  diapafon  ;  though 
St.  Ambrofe  conceiving  all  above 
four  to  be  fuperfiuous,  reduced 
them  to  that  number,  in  which  he 
retained,  but  under  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  the  Dorian,  Phrygian, 
Lydian,  and  Myxolydian  modes. 
The  defign  of  the  reverend  pa¬ 
triarch,  as  our  author  farther  re¬ 
marks,  was  to  introduce  a  kind  of 
melody  founded  on  the  rules  of  art, 
and  yet  fo  plain  and  fimple  in  its 
nature,  that  the  whole  congrega¬ 
tion  might  fing  it. 

Among  the  improvements  of 
mufic  fubfequent  to  this  period, 
our  author  mentions  in  terms  of 
peculiar  didin«dion  thofe  made 
3  about 
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about  the  end  of  the  fixth  century, 
by  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  the  firft 
pope  of  that  name  ;  a  man,  as  he 
juft!y  obierves,  not  more  remark¬ 
able  for  his  virtues  than  for  his 
learning  and  profound  Ikill  in  the 
fcien  :e  of  mufic.  The  firft  im¬ 
provement  made  by  this  venerable 
pontiff  was  the  invention  of  that 
kind  of  notation  by  the  Roman 
letters,  which  is  ufed  at  the  prefent 
time.  But  he  is  chiefly  celebrated 
for  having  encreafed  the  number 
of  tones  from  four  to  eight,  and 
for  the  inftitution  of  what  is  called 
the  Gregorian  Chant,  or  plain 
fong.  Of  the  reformation  which 
he  effected  in  the  mufic  of  the 
church,  our  author  has  feledled  an 
account  from  Mai mbourg’s  Hiftoire 
du  Pontifical  de  St.  Gregoire. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  obferves,  that 


it  was  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Canterbury  that  the  choral  fervice 
was  firft  introduced  into  England  ; 
to  which  place,  and  the  churches 
of  Kent,  it  was  confined  till  the 
arrival  of  Theodore,  when  it  af¬ 
terwards  fpread  over  the  whole 
kingdom. 

An  anecdote  mentioned  by  our 
author  refpefting  the  primitive  fim- 
plicity  of  Putta,  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Be¬ 
ing  driven  from  his  fee  by  Ethelred, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  in  677,  he 
retired  to  Scroulfe,  the  bifhop  of 
Mercia,  where  obtaining  a  fmall 
cure,  and  a  portion  of  ground,  he 
remained  in  that  country,  totally 
unfolicitous  for  the  reftitution  of 
his  former  dignity,  and  even  went 
about,  teaching  choral  mufic  wher¬ 
ever  he  could  find  entertainment.- 


M  I  S- 
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Miscellan 


^he  follofiving  is  one  of  thcfe  Letters 
n.vhich,  jame  Lime  ago,  engaged 
the  Attention  of  the  Public  Jo  much 
under  the  Name  of  Ganganelii. 
Jt  contains  a  jhort  and fuccinB  De- 
fcription  of  Italy. — Nhe  principal 
Objects  are ftrongly  and  judicioufiy 
marked^  and  the  Whole  is  nccritten 
in  a  lively  and fpirited  Manner. 

To  the  Abbe  Ferghen. 

Mons.  Abbe, 

OU  cannot  do  better  to  divert 
yourfelf  from  your  troubles 
and  embarrafTment  than  to  vifit 
Italy.  Every  well-informed  man 
owes  an  homage  to  this  country, 
fo  defervedly  boafled  of ;  and  it 
will  give  me  inexprellible  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  you  here. 

The  firft  objefl  that  llrikes  you 
will  be  the  great  bulwarks  given  us 
by  Nature,  in  the  Alps  and  Ap- 
pen nines,  which  feparate  us  from 
France,  and  have  occafioned  our 
being  filled  Tramontanes  by  that 
nation.  They  are  a  majeflic  range 
of  mountains,  which  ferve  as  a 
frame  to  the  magnificent  picture 
within  them. 

Torrents,  rivulets,  and  rivers, 
without  reckoning  the  feas,  are 
ebjeds  which  prelent  the  moll  cu- 
j'ious  and  interefling  points  of  view 
Id  'foreigners,  and  efpecially  to 
painters.  Nothing  can  be  more 
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agreeable  than  the  mofl  fertile  foi! 
in  the  finefl  climate,  every  where 
interfedled  with  Hreams  of  running 
water,  and  every  where  peopled 
with  villages,  or  ornamented  with, 
fup'erb  cities.' — Such  a  country  is 
Italy  ! 

If  agriculture  was  held  in  equal 
efleem  with  architedlure  ;  if  the 
country  was  not  divided  into  fuch  a 
number  of  governments,  'all  of  dif¬ 
ferent  forms,  and  aimok  all  weak, 
and  of  little  extent ;  mifery  would 
not  be  found  by  the  fide  of  magni¬ 
ficence,  and  indufiry  without  ac¬ 
tivity  ;  but  unfortunately  we  are 
more  engaged  in  the  embellifhment 
of  cities,  than  in  the  culture  of  the 
country ;  and  uncultivated  lands 
every  where  reproach  the  idlenefs 
of  the  people. 

If  you  begin  your  route  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  you  will  fee  a  city  very  fin- 
gular  from  its  fituation  ; — it  re- 
fembles  a  great  fiiip  relling  upon 
the  waters,  and  which  cannot  be 
approached  but  by  boats. 

The  fingularity  of  its  fituation  is 
not  the  only  thing  that  will  fur- 
prife  you. — The  inhabitants  in 
mafque  for  four  or  five  months  in 
the  year  j — the  laws  of  a  defpotic 
government,  which  allow  the 
gieatell  liberty  in  their  amufe- 
rnents  ;  the  rights  of  a  fovereign 
without  authority  ;  the  cuftoms  of 
a  people  who  dread  even  his  lha- 
7  dows 
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dow,  and  yet  enjoy  the  greateft 
tranquillity  ;  form  inconfiftencies, 
which  in  a  very  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner  muR  affect  foreigners.  There 
is  fcarcely  a  Venetian  who  is  not 
eloquent; — coliedtions  have  been 
made  of  the  bans  mots  of  their  Gon¬ 
doliers,  replete  with  true  Attic  fait. 

Ferrara  difplays  a  valt  and  beau¬ 
tiful  folitude  within  its  walls,  al- 
moft  as  filent  as  the  tombof  ArioRo, 
who  was  buried  there. 

Bologna  prefents  another  kind 
of  picture  ;  there  the  fciences  are 
familiar,  e\'en  to  the  fex  who 
appear  with  dignity  in  the  fchools 
and  academies,  and  have  trophies 
frequently  eredted  to  them.  A 
thoufand  different  paintings  will 
gratify  your  mind  and  eyes,  and 
the  converfation  of  the  inhabitants 
will  delight  you.  * 

You  will  then  pafs  through  a 
multitude  of  finall  towns,  in  the 
fpace  of  more  than  a  hundred 
leagues,  each  of  which  has  its 
theatre,  its  cafin  ( a  rende%^oiis  for 
the  nobility),  a  man  of  learning,  or 
fomepoet,  who  employ  themfelves 
according  to  their  taRe  or  their 
leifure. 

You  will  vifit  Loretto,  made  fa¬ 
mous  by  the  great  concourfe  of  pil¬ 
grims  from  other  countries,  and 
the  treafures  with  which  the  church 
is  magnificently  enriched. 

You  will  then  defcry  Rome, 
which  may.  be  feen  a  thoufand 
years,  and  always  with  new  plea- 
fure.  The  city,  fituated  upon  fe- 
ven  hills,  which  the  ancients  called 
the  Seven  MiRrefTes  of  the  World, 
feems  from  thence  to  command  the 


univerfe,  and  boldly  to  fay  to 
mankind,  that  fhe  is  the  queen  and 
the  capital. 

You  will  call  to  mind  the  anci¬ 
ent  Romans,  the  remembrance  of 
whom  can  never  be  effaced,  on 
caRing  an  eye  on  the  famous  Ti¬ 
ber,  which  has  been  fo  often  men¬ 
tioned,  and  W'hich  has  been  fo  fre¬ 
quently  fvvelled  by  their  own  blood, 
and  that  of  their  enemies. 

You  will  be  in  extacy  at  the 
fight  of  St.  Peter’s,  which  artiRs 
fay  is  the  wonder  of  the  world  ; 
being  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  St. 
Sophia  atCooRantinopIe,  St.  Paul’s 
at  London,  or  even  the  Temple  of 
Solomon. 

It  is  a  Rrudure  which  extends  it- 
felf  as  you  furvey  it,  where  the 
whole  feems  to  beimmenfe,  while 
ev’ery  member  of  it  appears  to  pre- 
ferve  its  due  proportion.  The 
paintings  are  exquiRte,  the  monu¬ 
mental  Iculptures  breathe,  and  you 
will  imagine  that  you  fee  the  New 
Jerufalem  come  down  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  which  St,  John  fpeaks  of  in 
the  Revelations. 

You  will  find,  both  in  the  great 
and  in  the  detail  of  the  Vatican, 
which  was  ereded  on  the  ruins  of 
falfe  oracles,  beauties  of  every  kind 
that  will  tire  your  eyes,  while  they 
at  the  fame  time  charm  you.  Here 
Raphael  '  and  Miehaei  Angelo, 
fometimes  in  a  fublime,  fome- 
times  in  apathetic  manner,  have 
difplayed  *  the  mafler-pieces  of 
their  genius,  by  exprelTing  in  the 
moR  lively  language  the  whole 
energy  of  their  fouls and  here  the 
fcience  and  genius  of  all  the  writers 


*  This  exprefTion  is  not  diRinguifhed  In  the  original  by  a  gender;  for  there 
is  a  certain  peculiar  politenefs  in  the  It.ilian  and  French  languages,  that  wlicn- 
ever  the  word  fex  is  ufed  abfolutely  and  iu  elatiyely,  it  is  always  ro  be  under- 
Rood  of  the  female* 
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in  the  world  are  depofited,  in  the 
multitude  of  works  which  compofe 
that  rich  and  immenfe  library. 

Churches,  palaces,  publicfquares, 
pyramids,  obelifks,  pillars,  gaile- 
ries,  grand  fronts  of  buildings, 
theatres,  fountains,  gardens,  views, 
all,  all  will  declare  to  you  that  you 
are  at  Rome  ;  and  every  thing  will 
attach  you  to  it,  as  to  the  city, 
which  of  all  others  has  been  the 
mod  univerfally  admired.  You 
will  not,  indeed,  meet  with  that 
French  elegance  which  prefers  the 
beautiful  to  the  fublime  ;  but  you 
will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  thofe 
ftriking  views  that  every  indant 
mud  excite  your  admiration. 

Ladly,  in  all  the  figures  of 
painting  or  of  fculpture,  both  an- 
tient  and  modern,  you  will  fee  a 
new  creation,  and  almoft  think  it 
animated.  The  Academy  of  Paint¬ 
ing,  filled  with  French  dudents,’ 
will  drew  you  fome  who  are  de- 
dined  to  become  great  maders  in 
their  profelfion,  and  who  by  com¬ 
ing  to  dudy  here  do  honour  to 
Italy. 

You  will  admire  the  grandeur 
and  fimplicity  of  the  Head  of  the 
Church,  the  fervant  of  fervants  in 
the  order  of  humility,  and  the  fird 
of  men  in  the  eyes  of  the  Faithful. 
The  cardinals  who  furround  him 
will  reprefent  to  you  the  twenty- 
four  old  men  who  encircle  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb,  whom  you 
will  find  equally  moded  in  their 
manners,  and  edifying  in  their 
morals. 

But  thefe  great  and  pleafing  ob- 
jcdis  will  be  difgraced  by  the  dif- 
guding  fight  of  groupes  of  Mendi¬ 
cants,  whom  Rome  improperly 
fupports,  by  bedowing  mdfapplied 
charity,  indead  of  employing  them 
in  ufeful  labours :  thus  it  is  that 


the  thorn  is  feen  with  the  rofe,  and 
vice  too  frequently  by  the  fide  of 
virtue. 

But  if  you  wifh  to  fee  Rome  in 
all  her  fplendour,  endeavour  to  be 
there  by  the  fead  of  St.  Peter.  The 
illumination  of  the  church  begins 
with  a  gentle  light,  which  you 
may  eafily  midake  for  the  refledlion 
of  the  fetting  fun  :  it  then  fends 
forth  fome  pieces  of  beautiful  ar¬ 
chitecture,  and  afterwards  finidies 
with  waving  flames,  which  make 
a  moving  pidlure,  that  lads  till  ' 
day-break.  All  this  is  attended 
with  double  fire-works,  the  fplen¬ 
dour  of  which  is  fo  bright,  that 
you  would  think  the  dars  had  fallen 
from  the  Heavens,  and  burd  upon 
the  earth, 

I  do  not  mention  to  you  the 
drange  metamorphofis  which  has 
placed  the  order  of  St.  Francis  even 
in  the  capitol,  and  has  produced  a 
new  Rome  from  the  ruins  of  the 
old;  to  Ihew  the  world,  that 
chridianity  is  truly  the  work  of 
God,  and  that  he  lias  fubdued  the 
mod  famous  conquerors  to  edablilh 
it  in  the  very  centre  of  their  em¬ 
pire. 

If  the  modern  Romans  do  not 
appear  warlike,  it  is  becaufe  the 
nature  or  principle  of  their  govern¬ 
ment  does  not  infpire  them  with 
valour  ;  but  they  have  the  feed  of 
every  virtue,  and  make  as  good 
foldiers  as  any,  when  they  carry 
arms  under  a  foreign  power.  It  is 
certain  that  they  have  a  great  diare 
of  genius,  a  Angular  aptitude  in 
acquiring  the  fciences ;  and  you 
would  imagine  they  were  born 
Harlequins,  fo  expreflive  are  they 
in  their  gedures,  even  from  their 
infancy. 

You  will  next  travel  by  the  fa¬ 
mous  Appian  Wa^y^  which  from 
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its  age  is  become  wretchedly  incon¬ 
venient,  and  you  will  ,  arrive  at 
Naples,  the  Parthenope  of  the  An¬ 
cients,  where  the  afhes  of  Virgil 
are  depofited,  and  where  you  will 
fee  a  laurel  growing,  which  could 
not  poflibly  be  better  placed. 

Mount  Vefuvius  on  one  fide,  and 
the  Elyfian  Fields  on  the  other, 
prefent  a  mod  lingular  and  con- 
trafted  view  ;  and  after  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  delightful  prolped, 
you  will  find  yourfelf  furrounded 
by  a  multitude  of  Neapolitans, 
lively  and  ingenious,  but  too  much 
addifted  to  pleafure  and  idlenefs, 
to  become  what  they  otherwife 
might  be  capable  of.  Naples 
would  be  a  delightful  place,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  multitude  of  the 
lower  populace,  who  have  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  unhappy  wretches,  or 
banditti,  though  often  without  be¬ 
ing  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  churches  are  magnificently 
decorated,  but  their  architedlure  is 
in  a  wretched  tafte,  and  by  no 
means  comparable  to  the  Roman. 
You  will  have  a  fingular  pleafure  in 
traverfing  the  environs  of  this 
town,  w'hich  is  moft  delightful, 
from  its  delicious  fruits,  charming 
views,  and  fine  fituations.  You 
will  penetrate  into  the  famous  fub- 
terranean  city  of  Herculaneum, 
which  was  fwallowed  up  in  a 
formerage  by  an  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius.  If  the  mountain  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  raging,  you  will  fee 
torrents  of  fire  iffuing  from  its 
bowels,  and  majeftically  over- 
fpreading  the  country.  You  will 
fee  a  colleftion  of  whatever  has 
been  recovered  out  of  Hercula¬ 
neum,  at  Portici  ;  and  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  Puzzuolo,  fung  by  the 
Prince  of  Poets,  will  infpire  you 
with  a  true  p^flion  for  poetry. 


You  fhould  walk  with  the  AEneid 
in  your  hand,  and  compare  the 
cave  of  the  Cumsean  Sybil  and 
Acheron  with  what  Virgil  has  faid 
of  them. 

You  will  return  by  Caferta, 
which  from  its  decorations,  mar¬ 
bles,  extent,  and  aqueducts  wor¬ 
thy  of  ancient  Rome,  is  the  hnell 
place  in  Europe:  and  you  will 
make  a  vifit  to  Mount  Caffino, 
where  the  fpirit  of  St.  Eenedid  has 
fubfilled  uninterruptedly,  above  a 
dozen  ages,  in  fpite  of  the  im- 
menfe  riches  of  that  fuperb  mo- 
naliery. 

Florence,  from  whence  the  fine 
arts  have  ifTued,  and  where  their 
moll:  magnificent  mafler-pieces  are 
depofited,  will  prefent  other  ob- 
jefts  to  your  view.  There  you 
will  admire  a  city,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  remark  of  a  Portu- 
guefe,  Jhould  only  be  Jhe^vn  on  Sun^ 
days,  it  is  fo  handfome,  and  fo 
beautifully  decorated.  You  will 
every  where  trace  the  fplendour 
and  elegance  of  the  family  of  Me¬ 
dici,  inferibed  in  the  Annals  of 
Tafte  as  the  reftorers  of  the  fine 
arts. 

Leghorn  is  a  well  inhabited  fea- 
port,  of  great  advantage  to  Tuf- 
cany.  Pifa  always  has  men  of 
learning,  in  every  fcience,  in  its 
fchools.  Sienna,  remarkable  for 
the  purity  of  its  air  and  language, 
will  intereft  you  in  a  very  fingular 
manner.  Parma,  placed  in  the 
midft  of  fertile  paftures,  will  fhew 
you  a  theatre  which  can  contain 
fourteen  thoufand  people,  and  where 
every  one  can  hear  what  is  faid, 
though  fpoken  in  a  whifper.  Pla¬ 
centia  will  appear  to  you  worthy 
of  the  name  it  bears,  as  its  delight¬ 
ful  fituation  muft  captivate  every 
traveller.  . 


You 
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You  will  not  forget  Modena,  as 
it  is  the  country  of  the  famous  Mu- 
ratori,  and  a  city  celebrated  for 
the  name  which  it  has  given  to  its 
fovereigns. 

You  will  find  at  Milan  the  fe- 
cond  church  in  Italy,  for  fize  and 
beauty :  more  than  a  thoufand 
marble  ftatues  decorate  its  outfide, 
and  it  would  be  a  mailer-piece,  if 
it  had  a  proportionable  front.  The 
fociety  of  its  inhabitants  is  quite 
agreeable,  ever  hnce  it  was  be- 
iieged  by  the  French.  They  live 
there  as  they  do  in  Paris,  and  every 
thing,  even  to  the  hofpitals  and 
burying-grourids,  prefents  an  air 
of  fplendour.  The  Ambrofian 
Library  mull  attract  the  literati  ; 
and  the  Ambrofian  ritual  no  lefs 
engage  the  ecclefiaflic,  who  wifhes 
to  know  the  ufag-es  of  the  church 
as  well  as  thofe  of  antiquity. 

The  Borromean  Ifles  will  next 
attraft  your  curiofity,  from  the  ac¬ 
counts  you  mull  have  had  of  them. 
Placed  in  the  middle  of  a  delight¬ 
ful  lake,  they  prefent  to  your  view 
whatever  is  magnificent  or  gay  in 
gardens. 

Qenoa  will  appear  to  you  truly 
fuperb  in  its  churches  and  palaces. 
There  you  will  fee  a  port  famous 
for  its  commerce,  and  the  refort  of 
ftrangers.  You  will  fee  a  doge 
changed  almoft  as  often  as  the  fu- 
periors  of  communities,  and  with 
fcarce  any  greater  authority. 

And  laftly  Turin,  the  refidence 
of  a  court  where  the  virtues  have 
long  inhabited,  will  charm  you 
with  the  regularity  of  its  buildings, 
the  fieauty  of  its  fquares,  the 
jlreightnefs  of  its  flreets,  and  the 
l^iirit  of  the  people  ;  and  there  you 
will  agreeably  conclude  your  tra¬ 
vels. 

I  have  been  juil  making' the  tour 


of  Italy,  moil  rapidly  and  at  little 
expence,  as  you  fee,  to  invite  you 
to  it  in  reality; — his  fufficient  to 
Jketch  paintings  to  fuch  a  mailer  as 
you. 

I  make  no  mention  of  our  morals 
to  you  ;  they  are  not  more  corrupt, 
than  among  other  people,  let  ma¬ 
lice  fay  what  it  will  ;  they  vary 
only  their  fnades,  according  to  the 
difference  of  the  governments.-— 
The  Roman  does  not  refembie  the 
Genoefe,  nor  the  Venetian  the 
Neapolitan  ;  but  you  may  fay  of 
Italy,  as  of  the  whole  world,  that, 
with  fome  little  diilindlions,  it  is 
here,  as  it  is  there,  a  little  good, 
and  a  little  bad. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  prejudice  you 
in  favour  of  the  acjreeablenefs  of 
the  Italians,  nor  of  their  love  of 
the  arts  and  fciences :  you  Will 
V'ery  foon  perceive  it  when  you 
come  among  them ;  you  of  all 
men,  with  whom  one  is  delighted 
to  converfe,  and  to  whom  it  will 
always  be  a  pleafure  to  fay,  that 
one  is  his  moil  humble  and  mcfl 
obedient  fervant. 

I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
a  leifure  moment,  to  give  you  fome 
idea  of  my  country;  it  is  only  a 
coarfe  daubing,  which  in  another 
hand  would  have  been  a  beautiful 
miniature:  the  fubjecl  deferves  it, 
but  my  pencil  is  not  fufRciently  de¬ 
licate  for  the  execution. 

Rome,  12  Nov.  1756. 


Languages f  by  Mr,  De  Voltaire  ; 
i7i  a  Letter  to  Signicr  Tovafi  Deo- 
dati. 


SIR, 


I  AM  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,  by 
fending  me  year  Treatife  on  the 

excel* 
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excellency  of  the  Italian  language  ; 
it  was  like  fending  to  a  lover  an 
encomium  on'  his  raiftrefs. — How¬ 
ever,  allow  me  to  offer  forae  re¬ 
flections  in  favour  of  the  French 
longue,  which  you  feem  to  depre¬ 
ciate  a  little  too  much.  —  A  man 
often  takes  the  part  of  his  wife, 
when  fhe  is  not  treated  with  fuffi- 
cient  refpei:!;  by  his  miftrefs. 

1  believe,  fir,  that  no  language 
can  lay  claim  to  perfedlion  ; — we 
may  fay  with  regard  to  them  as 
to  many  other  things,  the  igno¬ 
rant  have  preferibed  laws  to  the 
learned. 

All  1  anguages  have  been  origi¬ 
nally  formed  by  the  uncultivated 
vulgar.  Workmen  have  impofed 
names  on  their  tools.  —  Savage 
//or^/s  as  foon  as  they  aflembled, 
contrived  words  to  exprefs  their 
wants,  and  after  a  number  of  ages 
were  paffed,  men  of  genius  arefe, 
who  made  the  bed  ufe  they  could 
of  the  terms  their  rude  anceilors  had 
by  chance  eftablilhed. 

In  my  opinion  there  are  only 
two  languages  exilHng  that  have  a 
claim  to  real  harmony,  — the  Greek, 
and  the  Latin.  In  them  alone  we 
find  a  verfification  that  can  boafl 
of  a  genuine  raeafure, — a  certain 
Rhythmusy  a  real  mixture  of  DaByls 
and  Spondeesy  and  quantity  in  the 
fyllables. — The  rude  inventors  of 
thofe  two  languages,  had  certain¬ 
ly  more  mufical  heads,  a  jufter  ear, 
and  more  delicate  organs  than 
other  nations. 

You  have,  you  fay,  fir,  long 
and  fhort  fyllables  in  your  beauti¬ 
ful  Italian  language,  and  fo  have 
we  in  our  French  ;  but  neither  you 
nor  we,  nor  any  other  nation^  hai^e 
real  Da6lyls  and  Spondees.  Our 
verfes  are  dillinguiQied  by  the 
number,  not  the  quantity  of  fyl- 

VoL.  XX.  1777. 


lables.  La  bella  lingua  ^ofeana  e  la 
figlia  prunogenita  del  Latino,  ‘‘  The 
beautiful  Tufean  language  is  the 
elded  daughter  of  the  Latin.”  En¬ 
joy  your  right  of  fenlority,  but  al¬ 
low  your  younger  fiders  fome  fhilre 
in  the  fucceffion. 

I  have  always  refpefted  the  Ita¬ 
lians  as  our  maders  ;  but  you  will 
acknowledge  that  you  have  formed 
excellent  fcholars.  Almoft  all  the 
European  languages  have  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  beauties  and  faults  which 
balance  each  other.  You  have  not 
the  melodious  and  dately  termina¬ 
tions  of  the  Spanidi  words,  which 
are  rendered  fo  fonorous  by  a  hap¬ 
py  concourfe  of  vowels  and  conlo- 
nants  ;  los  rios,  los  ho7nbreSy  las  hif- 
toriasy  los  cojlujnbres.  Nor  have 
you  thofe  dipthongs  which  in  our 
language  produce  fo  harmonious  an 
effedl  ;  —  les  Rois,  les  F?npereurs,  Us 
exploitSy  les  hijloires  :  you  reproach 
us  with  our  e  mure,  as  a  flat  dull 
found,  which  expires  on  our  lips, 
but  to  that  e  mute  are  we  princi¬ 
pally  indebted  for  the  harmony  of 
our  profe  and  our  verfe.  Empircy 
couronnCy  diade?ney  jiamme,  tendrejf^y 
^idloire :  all  thefe  terminations 
leave  a  found,  which  dwells  upon 
the  ear  even  after  the  word  is  pro¬ 
nounced,  as  a  harpfichord  echoes 
after  the  finger  is  lifted  off  the 
keys. 

Acknowledge,  dr,  thst  the  pro¬ 
digious  variety  of  thofe  termina¬ 
tions  give  our  language  fome  ad¬ 
vantages  over  yours,  the  words  of 
which  end  only  with  the  five  vow¬ 
els,  a,  By  i,  0,  Uy  and  even  the  lad 
of  thefe  we  ought  to  drike  out,  for 
you  have  not  in  the  whole  com  oafs 
of  your  language,  above  feveri  or 
eight  words  that  end  in  u. — There 
remain  then  only  the  four  founds, 
ay  e,  i,  Oy  for  the  terminations  of 
M  ail 
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all  Italian  words.  Do  you  fincere- 
ly  think,  Hr,  that  the  ear  of  a  fo¬ 
reigner  can  be  pleafed  with  hearing 
the  following  verfes  of  TaiTo  .? 

- il  Capitano 

Che’l  grano  fepolcro  libero  di  Chrittoy 
Molto'egli  opro  col  fennoe  cciiamano. 

Do  you  think  fuch  a:  frequent 
repetition  of  the  vowel  <?,  can  be 
agreeable  to  any  ear  not  accullomed 
to  it  ?  Compare  with  this  dull  uni¬ 
formity  fo  tirefome  to  a  11  ranger  ; 

' — compare  with  thole  dry  heavy 
lines,  the  following  limple  couplet 
of  Corneille, 

Le  dedm  fe  declare,  et  nous  venous' d’en" 

'  tendre 

Ce  qu’il  a  refolu  du  beau-pere  &  du  gen- 
dre.  ' 

You  fee  that  every  word  has  a  dif¬ 
ferent  termination.  Pronounce 
now  thefe  two  verfes  of  Homer, 

H  S'iil't  ivrpool'cl  StHTifluV  ipi7 avis 
Alpii(f'nslt  aya^  avS'pcey  Kat  J'lo:  A^thKiU’C. 

Pronounce  thefe  verfes  before  a 
young  lady,  either  of  England  or 
Germany,  who  has  the  leafl  deli¬ 
cacy  of  ear,  Ihe  will  prefer  the 
Greek,  —  Ihe  will  tolerate  the 
French,  and  Ihe  will  be  a  little 
difgufled  with  the  uniformity  of 
the  Italian  terminations.  ’Tis  an 
experiment  I  have  often  tried. 

Your  poets,  who  affifted  in  form¬ 
ing  your  language,  were  fo  fenfi- 
ble  of  this  radical  defedl  in  the 
termination  of  the  Italian  words, 
that  they  have  cut  off  the  letters  e 
and  (7,  in  which  your  inhnitives, 
preterites,  and  nominatives,  cbn- 
ftantly  end.  They  fay  amar^  in- 
ftead  of  amariy  noqueron^  for  noque- 
rono,  la  ftagian  for  la  Jlagione,  buonl 
for  huona,  male^ol  for  male-vole. 
You  were  defirous  to  avoid  a  dif- 
agreeable  found,  and  you  frequenx- 

*  This  is  a  very  extraordinary 
.  ff'atic  and  lyric  poets  abound  in  fuch  v 
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ly  fall  into  the  error  of  terminating 
your  verfes  with  the  canine  letter  r, 
which  the  Greeks  never  did.  * 

It  is  acknowledged  that  the  La¬ 
tin  tongue  mull  have  long  appeared 
rude  and  barbarous  to  the  Greeks, 
from  the  frequent  repetition  of  ur 
and  and  the  multitude  of  pro¬ 
per  names  which  terminated  in  us. 
We  have  fucceeded  better  than  you 
in  getting  rid  of  this  uniformity. 
— If  Rome  was  antiently  filled  with 
fenators  and  knights  in  us,  we  at 
prefent  meet  only  with  the  cardi¬ 
nals  and  abbes  in  1. 

You  boaft,  fir,  and  with  great 
reafon,  of  the  copioufnefs  of  your 
language,  but  allow  that  we  la- 
,  hour  under  no  fcarcity.  ’Tis  true, 
there  is  no  Idiom  exifling  which 
paints  all  the  different  fhades  of 
ideas.  In  this  refpeft,  all  lan¬ 
guages  are  poor  ;  for  example,  no 
language  can  exprefs,  by  a  fingle 
word,  love  founded  on  elleem,  on 
beauty  alone,  on  hmiliarity  of  cha- 
rafters,  or  on  conffitution ;  the 
cafe  is  the  fame  with  all  the  paf- 
fions,  all  the  qualities  of  our  foul : 
what  we  perceive  moll  diflinftly,  k 
is  Orften  impoffible  to  exprefs. 

Yet,  fir,  do  not  imagine  that 
in  every  thing  we  are  reduced  to 
the  extreme  indigence  with  which 
you  reproach  us.  You  have  given 
us  a  catalogue  of  two  columns  to 
fhew  your  own  plenty  and  our  po¬ 
verty.  You  fet  on  one  fide  ergoglio, 
alierigia,  fuperbia,  and  on  the  other 
the  fingle  word  orgueil.  But,  fir, 
vve  have  orgueil,  Juperbe,  hauteur, 
jierte,  morgue,  ele-vation,  dedain, 
arrogance,  infolence,  gloire,  gloriole, 
prejorntion;  outre  cuidance.  All 
thefe  words  exprefs  different  modes 
of  the  fame  paffion,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  your  orgoglio,  fuperbia, 

ike  of  JVL  Voltaire’s*  The  Greek  dra- 
erfes. 

altsrigia^ 
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cthertgia,  are  not  always  preclfely 
lynonimoiis. 

In  your  inventory  of  our  men¬ 
dicity,  you  reproach  us  with  hav¬ 
ing  only  one  word,  ^caillant,  to 
fignify  valiant.  I  know,  fir,  that 
your  nation  is  very  valiant  when 
it  pleales  itfelf,  and  when  it  is  the 
pleafure  of  others  ;  Germany  and 
France  have  had  the  happincfs  of 
entertaining  in  their  fervice,  many 
Italian  officers  dillingujihed  for 
their  bravery  and  miiitary  &ill. 
Uitalico  ‘ualor  no7i  e  ancor  ,rnorto, 
“  The  Italian  valour  is  not  vet  ex- 
tind.’^ 

But  if  you  have  ‘valente,  prode^ 
miimofoy  we  have  ^uaillant^  ^^aleu- 
reuxy  preuxy  courageuXy  viirepidcy 
hardly  animey  audacieuxy  hra-ve.  See. 
Of  that  courage,  that  bravery,  there 
are  many  different  charaders,  each 
ot  which  has  its  peculiar  epithet. 
We  would  fay  that  our  generals 
are  valiant,  courageous,  brave,  but 
we  would  diltinguiih  that  kee.!, 
impetuous  courage  of  the  general 
who  carried  fword  in  hand  all  the 
works  of  Port-MahoHj  which  were 
cut  in  the  living  rock  ;  from  that 
unfhaken,  deliberate,  and  ffiilful 
hrmnefs,  with  which  one  of  our 
commanders  preferved  a  whole  gar- 
rifon  from  the  brink  of  ruin,  and 
performed  a  march  of  thirty  leagues 
in  the  face  of  an  holHle  army, 
compofed  of  thirty  thoafand  fight¬ 
ing  men. 

We  would  exprefs  in  a  hill  dif¬ 
ferent  manriet  the  calm  intrepidi¬ 
ty  which  the  connoiffeurs  admire 
in  the  grand  nephew  of  the  hero  of 
the  Vahelimy  when,  after  his  foreds 
were  put  to  the  route  by  a  panic 
terror  which  feized  our  allies,  rliac 
general  perceiving  the  regiment  of 
Diefoachy  and  another  making  head 
egainlt  a  vidorious  army,  tlio’  they 


were  already  attacked  by  the  ene« 
my’s  cavalry,  an*!  feverely  gaul- 
ed  by  their  artillery,  fingly  joined 
thofc  regiments,  praifed  their  n;a- 
lonvy  their  couragCy  their  firmnefs^ 
their  intrepidity  y  their  rejhlution, 
their  Jieadrnefsy  their  boldnefsy  their 
fpirity  their  bravery,  their  heroiftny 
See.  See,  fir,  hovv  many  terms  ' 
inftead  of  one.  He  was  afterwards 
daring  enough  in  defiance  of  the 
vidoi  ious  enemy,  to  draw  off  thofe 
two  regiments,  at  a  flow  pace^ 
from  the  danger  into  which  their 
gallantry  had  led  them  ;  and  Hill 
had  the  fpirit  to  bear  the  reproaches 
of  a'mulcitude  always  ill-infdrmed. 
Believe  then,  fir,  I  intreat  you, 
that  our  language  has  genius  to 
exprefs,  what  the  defenders  of  our 
country  have  merit  to  perform. 

You  infult  us,  fir,  on  the  word 
ragouty  imagining  that  we  have 
only  that  term  to  exprefs  our  mef- 
fesy  our  diJheSy  our  entriesy  our  fer- 
a)ices.  Would  to  heaven  you  were 
in  the  right,  my  health  would  be 
more  robuH ;  but^  unhappily,  we 
have  terms  of  cookery  enough  to 
fill  a  whole  didionary. 

You  boafl  of  two  expreilions  for 
a  glutton  ;  but,  fir,  deign  to  pity 
our  go:  mandi^ersy  our  belly-gods^ 
om  good lizersy  Q\xr  great  eaters,  our 
gluttons. 

You  are  only  acquainted  with 
the  word  learning,  but  we  have 
men  of  learning,  erudition  and  let¬ 
ters,  enlightened,  able  and  njjell  in- 
Jlrudicd :  You  will  find  among  us 
both  the  word  and  the  thing. 

Believe  me,  every  reproach  you 
have  cart:  upon  us,  is  equally  un¬ 
fair  with  thofc  I  have  mentioned i 
—We  have  no  dimifiuti-ves .  In  the 
age  of  Marot,  Rabelais,  and  Mon* 
taigne,  we  had  as  many  as  you  ; 
but  fuch  puerilities  appeared  to  us 
M  2  unworthy 
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unworthy  of  a  language  ennobled 
by  the  Pafcals,  the  Boffuets,  the 
Benelons,  the  Polilfons,  the  Cor- 
neilies,  the  Boileaus,  the  Mafiil- 
Ipns,  the  Fontaines,  the  Bruyeres. 
We  have  left  to  Marot,  Ron  hard, 
and  Dubartas,  the  burlefque  dimi¬ 
nutives  in  cite  and  in  ette^  Icarce 
preferving  any  hwl.jieuretie^  amou¬ 
rette^  JUlette,  grijeltc^  grandelette^ 
^uieillote,  nabctte^  njillottey  and  even 
thefe  we  employ  oniy  in  the  moft 
familiar  llile. 

Do  not  imitate  Buon*  Matthei, 
who  in  his  difcourfe  before  the 
academy  de  la  Crujca,  fo  highly 
extols  your  exdufive  advantage  of 
exprehing  a  hamper  and  a  hand- 
balket,  by  corbcllo  and  corbellim ; 
we  have  cor  bellies  and  corbeillons. 

YoUj  fir,  polfefs  much  more  fo¬ 
il'd  advantages  ;  —  your  language 
admits  of  inverfion,  and  it  is  ca- 
fier  to  compofe  a  hundred  good 
verfes  in  Italian,  than  ten  in 
French,  The  reafon  of  that  faci¬ 
lity  is  your  toleration  of  the  hia¬ 
tus,  that  gaping  of  the  fyllables 
which  is  prolcribed  among  us,  and 
all  your  words  being  ^terminated 
a,  e,  i,  0,  you  have  at  leall 
twenty  times  our  flock  of  rhimes, 
and  add  to  this,  your  Poets  may 
difpenfe  with  rhime  altogether. 
You  are  lefs  reflrifted  than  Vv'e  to 
the  Hemiflich  and  Cefura ;  you 
dance  at  liberty  and  we  in  chains. 

But  believe  me,  fir,  you  ought 
not  to  reproach  cur  language  with 
roughnefs  or  want  of  profody, 
nor  with  obfcurity  or  drynefs.  Y our 
own  tranflations  of  forne  F'rench 
works  are  fufficient  to  prove  the 
contrary.  Befides,  perufe  what 
has  been  written  by  Melirs.  d'Oli- 
vet  and  do  Marfais  on  the  me¬ 
thod  of  fpeaking  cur  language 
with  propriety.  Read  Mr.  Du 


Clos :  obferve  the  force,  clear* 
nefs,  and  energy,  of  Meffrs.  Di¬ 
derot  and  d’Alembert  ;  what  pic- 
turefque  expreflions.  are  often  ufed 
by  Meffrs  Buffon  &  Helvetius, '  in 
works  which  do  not  always  ap¬ 
pear  fufceptible  of  the  ornaments 
of  flyle. 

I  iliall  conclude  this  letter,  which 
is  already  protrafted  to  too  great 
a  length,  with  one  refledion.-  — 
If  languages  were  firll  formed  by’' 
the  vulgar,  they  have  been  brought 
to  perfection  by  the  excellent  pro¬ 
ductions  of  men  of  exalted  genius, 
and  the  firft  of  all  languages  is  that 
which  can  fhew  the  finelt  compofi- 
tions. 

Etales  moins  votre  abondance, 

Votre  origine  &  vos  honneurs  ; 

II  ne  fxed  pas  aux  Grand-Seigneurs 

De  fe  vanter  de  leur  naiftance. 

L’ltaHe  inllrulfit  la  France  5 

Mais  par  un  reproche  indifcret, 

Nous  lerions  forces,  a  regret, 

A  manquer  de  reconnaiflance. 

Des  longtems  fortis  de  I’enfance, 

“  Nous  a'/ons  quitte  les  gcnoux 
“  D’une  nourrice  en  decadence, 

“  Dont  l,e  iait  n’eft  plus  fait  pour  nous, 

‘‘  Nous  pourions  devenir  jaloux, 

“  Quand  vous  parlcz  notre  langage. 

Puis  qu’il  eft  embelli  par  vous, 

Celfez  done  de  lui  faire  outrage, 

L’egalite  contente  un  Sage: 

Terminons  ainfi  le  proces. 

Quand  on  eft  egal  aux  Fran^ais, 

“  Ce  n’etl  pas  un  mauvais  partage. 


0?z  Montefquieu  and  Grotius. 

Mr.  Linguet,  Counfellor  of  the  Par-^ 
liatnent  of  Paris,  to  Mr.  De  Vol¬ 
taire. 

SIR,  Paris,  i()th  Feh.  1767. 

I  WILLINGLY  conform  to  a 
very  laudable  cuflom,  which  I 

fee 
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fee  pretty  generally  eftablifhed,  viz. 
that  young  authors  tranfmit  to  you 
a  copy  of  their  works,  and  court 
the  honour  of  obtaining  a  place  for 
their  produftions  in  your  library. 

It  is  very  natural,  that  the  firft 
fruits  of  a  tree  fliould  be  gathered 
by  the  hand  which  contributed 
mod:  to  fix  its  roots.  The  progrefs 
o'f  reafon  and  of  take  among  us,  is 
dlmoft  entirely  your  work.  — ~— 
They  wlro  have  profited  by  it, 
cannot  difpenfe  from  teftifying 
their  gratitude  to  you.  The  pro¬ 
tection  given  to  literature  by  our 
chancellors,  is  worth  to  them  a  copy 
of  every  new  publication. — The 
fame  homage  is  due  to  you  by  the 
fame  title. 

Le  Dieu  du  gout,  cc  Dieu  fenfible  8c  deli- 
cat, 

Dont  vous  avez  fi  bien  fait  connaitre 
I’Empire, 

Vous  a  remis  les  feeanx  de  cet  etat. 
Malgre  les  cris  de  la  fatire 
11  yous  en  a  nomme  Ic  premier  magiHrat. 
Ce  pofte  la  pour  la  finance, 

Ne  vaut  tant  que  je  crois, 

Que  la  garde  des  feeaux  de  France. 

Et  ce  n’eft  pas  la  I'eule  difFercuce 
difiingUe  ces  deux  emplois. 

Chacun  peut  fe  croire  capable 
De  bien  garder  ces  derniers  feeaux. 

Aufll  voit-on  a  ce  pofle  Honorable. 
Pretendre  a  chaque  inftant  des  concurrens 
nouveaux. 

Mais  ici  le  cas  eft  tout  autre, 

Vous  n'aurez  jamais  de  rivaux 
Aflez  hardis  pour  demander  le  votre. 

It  is  true  that  you  are  thus  ex- 
pofed  from  time  to  time  to  trou- 
blefome  melTages,  and  the  perufal 
of  very  dull  performances,  but  I 
fuppofe  you  ufe  the  privilege  of 
other  chancellors,  and  take  care 
not  to  read  all  the  petitions  pfe- 
fented  to  you,  and  fliould  you  even 
think  yourfelf  in  confcience  oblig¬ 
ed  to  it,  after  all  it  would  be  only 
one  of  the  inconveniencie?  of  your 
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office,  and  you  know  there  is  no 
employment  but  has  its  mortifica¬ 
tions. — Sinecures  are  no  where  to 
be  found  but  in  the  church. 

If  for  my  fake  you  derogate  from 
the  prerogatives  of  your  office,  and 
deign  to  call  a  glance  upon  the 
'Theory  of  Ci^til  la^s,  you  will  per¬ 
haps  find  in  it  a  great  many  things 
that  are  new,  but  there  will  be 
Hkewife  not  a  few  which  you  have 
certainly  thouoht  of  before.  I  have 
read  and  underllood  you  Efficient¬ 
ly  to  be  allured,  that  you  will  not 
blame  me  for  having  combated 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  de  Monte- 
fquieu.  I  have  done  julfice  to  his 
great  genius,  while  1  attack  his 
errors.  He  is  a  brilliant  genius 
fubjeft  to  frequent  eclipfes.  I  am 
far  from  faying  of  him  all  I  might 
have  done.  I  have  materials  enough 
remaining  to  form  a  volume.  I 
fhall  find  a  proper  place  for  them^ 
in  the  fequel  of  my  work,  if  ever 
I  compleat  the  grand  proje6l  I 
have  formed,  to  attack  in  their 
fource,  the  multiplicity  of  laws, 
tribunals,  culloms,  &c.  —  to  prove 
that  fimplicity  and  uniformity  are, 
or  ought  to  be,  the  fprings  of  po¬ 
licy,  and  that  complication  of  every 
kind,  is  the  parent  of  monfters. 
You  will  perceive  that  in  thecourfe 
of  developing  fuch  principles,  it 
will  be  requifite  frequently  to  re¬ 
fute  Mr.  de  Montefquieu,  and 
that  talk, appears  as  eafy  as  it  is  ne- 
ceffiary. 

I  think  with  you,  fir,  that  liter¬ 
ature,  the  arts,  and  every  thing 
that  relates  to  them,  are  inven¬ 
tions  highly  ufeful  for  the  rich  ; 
excellent  refources  for  men  of  lei- 
fure  who  enjoy  fuperfluity.  Thefe 
are  corals  vVhich  amufe  them  in  the 
Hate  of  perpetual  infancy,  in  which 
they  are  kept  by  their  opulence. 
M  3  Their 
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Their  vivacity  evaporates  upon 
thofe  trifles  with  which  they  amufe 
thcmfelves.  The  attention  they 
pay  to  them,  prevents  their  mak- 
inp-  ufe  of  their  flrength  to  more 
dangerous  purpofes.  But  I  believe 
the  cafe  to  be  entirely  different 
with  that  other,  and  infinitely 
more  numerous  portion  of  man¬ 
kind,  who  are  called  the  people. 
Thefe  intellectual  corah  become  to 
them  poifoned  Amulets,  Vv'hich 
fpoil  and  corrupt  them  without  re¬ 
medy.  The  adual  flate  of  focie- 
ty  condemns  them  to  have  only 
hands;  —  all  is  loll  the  moment 
they  are  put  in  a  condition  of  per¬ 
ceiving  that  they  have  a  foul. 

Could  one  of  thofe  divifions  of 
mankind  be  fingly  illuminated ; 
w'ere  it  poflible  to  intercept  all 
the  rays  which  proceed  from  the 
little  to  the  great,  and  to  cover 
with  everlafling  darknefs  only  that 
of  the  two  which  is  no  longer 
ufeful  than  while  it, is  totally  blind, 
I  would  willingly  applaud  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  philofophers  and  their 
partizans. 

But  reflect,  fir,  the  fun  cannot 
rife  upon  the  firil,  without  a  twi¬ 
light  extending  to  the  fecond,  how¬ 
ever  dillant  it  may  be  ;  and  this 
dais,  when  enlightened,  neceflaiily 
inclines  to  .depreciate,  or  to  mix 
with  the  other.  Hence  it  follows 
that  light  is  fatal  to  both ;  and 
that  an  obfeurity,  in  which  they 
might  live  cjuiedy,  each  within 
its  refpeClive  limits,  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  a  flate  of  illumina¬ 
tion,  by  which  they  only  learn  re¬ 
ciprocally  to  defpife  or  detefl  one 
another. 

This,  fir,  is  my  fmall  profeffion 
of  literary  faith,  which  I  fhall  ever 
maintain  to  martyrdom  exclu- 
Byely. 


Anfnjoer  to  'Couvfellor  Linguet,  on 
Montefquieu  and  Grotius,  ^ 

I  BELIEVE  with  you,  lir,  that 
the  fpirit  of  la=ws  contains  more 
than  one  inadvertency.  Few  peo¬ 
ple  read  attentively. — It  has  not 
been  obferved  that  almofl  all  Mcn- 
tefquieu’s  quotations  are  falfe.  He 
cites  the  pretended  political  teila- 
ment  of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  and 
makes  him  fay,  Chap.  VI,  Book 

III.  that  if  there  be  found  among 
the  people,  an  unfortunate  man  ot 
virtue,  he  oujiht  not  to  be  em- 
ployed. ---That  tellament,  which 
befides  is  not  worth  being  cited, 
fays  jufl  the  contrary;  and  that  not 
in  the  fixth,  but  in  the  fourth 
chapter. 

He  makes  Plutarch  affirm,  that 
women  are  incapable  of  real  love. 
He  does  not  confider  th^t  this  fen- 
timent  is  put  into  the  mouth  of 
one  of  Plutarch’s  Interlocutors,  and 
that  Greek,  too  fantaftic  in  his 
opinions,  is  feverely  reprimaiided 
by  Daphneus,  in  favour  ol  whom 
Plutarch  decides.  That  dialogue 
is  wholly  confecrated  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  fex;  but  Montefquieu 
read  too  fuperfldally,  and  judged 
too  hafliiy. 

From  the  fame  negligence  he 
fays,  that  the  grand  S:gnicr  zj  not 
obliged  hy  laav  to  keep  his  n.vord.-^- 
T^hat  all  loav  trades  avere  infamous 
in  Greece. -r-dl’hat  he  laments  the 
blindnefs  of  Francis  /,  av-leo  rejehied 
the  propojal  of  Chrifopher  Columbus 
for  the  difco'uery  of  the  Indies. — 
You  will  remark  that  Columbus 
had  difeovered  America  before 
Francis  I.  was  born. 

The  vivacity  of  his  genius  makes 
him  affert  in  the  fame  place.  Book 

IV.  Chap.  XIX,  that  the  council  of 
Spain  avas  guilty  of  falfe  policy  in 

probF 
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prohibiting  the  ufe  of  gold  in  embroid¬ 
ery^  I'lce  and  gilding.  Such  a  la^oj^ 
fays  he,  njoould  be  Jimilar  to  one  n.ve 
may  fuppofe  pajl  in  Holland y  proht- 
bitrng  cinamon.  He  does  not  re¬ 
flect  that  the  Spaniards  had  no  ma- 
nufa<Stures,  that  they  would  have 
been  obliged  to  buy  their  fluffs 
and  gold  lace  from  other  nations, 
and  that  the  Dutch  could  purchal'e 
cinamon  only  at  their  own  mark¬ 
ets,  becaufe  it  grows  no  where  but 
in  their  dominions. 

Almoil  all  the  examples  that  he 
adduces,  are  taken  from  unknown 
nations,  in  the  remotefl  parts  of 
Afia,  upon  the  credit  of  ill-inform¬ 
ed  or  lying  travellers. 

He  affirms  that  there  are  no  na¬ 
vigable  rivers  in  Periia,  except  the 
Cirus  ;  he  forgets  that  they  have 
the  Euphrates,  the  Oxus,  the 
Araxes,  the  Phrafis,  the  Cirus, 
and  the  Indus  itfelf,  whole  ftream 
has  long  flowed  under  the  laws  of 
the  Kings  of  Perfia.  Chardin,  in 
the  third  volume  of  his  travels, 
affures  us,  that  the  river  Zende- 
roude,  which  runs  through  Ifpa- 
phan,  is  as  large  as  the  Seine  at 
Paris,  and  that  it  often  drowns 
the  houfes  on  the  Quays  of  the 
city. 

Unluckily  the  whole  fyllem  of 
the  Spirit  of  lanvs  is  built  upon  an 
antithefis  which  is  falle  in  fadl. 
He  maintains  that  Monarchies  are 
cfablijhed  upon  the  principle  of  ho- 
noury  and  Republics  upon  that  cf -o.ir- 
tue  ;  and  in  order  to  fupport  that 
pretended  bon  moty  he  fays,  (Book 
III.  Ch.  Vll)  the  nature  of  honour 
is  to  require  prcferenceSy  and  dif  ac¬ 
tions  ;  therefore  honour y  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  thingy  is  properly  placed 
in  Monarchial  Gonjernments.  ---  Pie 
ought  to  reflefl  that  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  thingy  the  Romans,  in 
the  time  of  the  republic,  intrigued 


for  the  Prsetorffiip,  the  Conful- 
fhip,  the  Triumph,  Crowns  and 
Statues. 

1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point 
out  feveral  millakcs  in  that  book, 
which,  in  other  refpefls,  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  performance.  I  fhall  not 
be  furprifed  if  that  celebrated 
work  appear  to  you  to  contain 
more  epigrammatic  point  than 
found  reafoning  ;  and  yet  it 
abounds  with  fo  much  wit  and  ge¬ 
nius,  that  it  will  always  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  Grotius  and  PufFendorf : 
---their  misfortune  is  to  be  tire- 
fome  ;  -they  are  rather  heavy  tlian 
grave. 

Grctlns,  whom  you  attack  with 
fo  m.uch  juflice,  extorted  from  his 
age  a  reputation  which  he  was  far 
from  deferving.  His  dreatife  on 
the  Chrifian  Reli.don  is  not  elleem- 
ed  by  men  of  real  learning.  He 
there  fays,  book  i,  ch.  xxii.  That 
the  general  conflagration  is  foretold  in 
Hyflafpes  and  the  Sybilline  Oracles, 
To  their  tedimony  he  adds  thole 
of  Ovid  and  Lucan. ---He  quotes 
Lycophron  to  prove  the  hillory  of 
Jonas. 

If  yon  would  form  a  judgment 
of  the  charadler  of  Grotius’s  ge¬ 
nius,  read  his  harangue  to  Hnne  of 
Auflria  on  the  fuiqeft  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy.  He  compares  her  to  the 
Je^'efs  Anne-y  who  had  children  in 
her  old  age  He  lays  that  the 
dolphins,  when  they  frilk  upon 
the  water,  annotmee  an  approach- 
iog  calm,  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  little  Dauphin  that  leaped  in 
her  w'omb,  prognollicated  a  ceffiai- 
tion  of  the  troubles  of  the  king¬ 
dom. 

I  could  quote  you  a  hundred  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  pedantic  eloquence 
in  that  Grotius,  who  has  been  the 
objed  of  fo  great  admiration. 
Tune  is  requifite  in  order  to  ap- 
M  4  pretiate 
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pretiate  books,  and  fix  the  fcale 
of  reputations. 

Be  not  afraid  that  people  of  the 
lower  rank  will  read  PuiFendorf 
and  Grotius  ;  they  are  not  fond 
of  dull  amufements.  They  would 
rather  choofe,  if  they  were  capa¬ 
ble,  to  read  fome  chapters  of  the 
fpirit  of  laws,  which  are  level  to 
every  capacity,  becaufe  they"  are 
v/ritten  with  great  eafe  and  beauty. 
But  let  us  make  a  dillinclion  in 
\yhat  you  call  the  people,  betw'een 
the  profefiions  which  require  a  de¬ 
cent  education,  and  thofe  which 
require  only  the  labour  of  the  hands 
and  daily  fatigue.  This  laft  clafs 
is  the  moil  numerous,  and  the  foie 
relaxation  and  pleafure  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  are  to  go  to  high  mafs  and 
the  tavern,  becaufe  there  they  hear 
finging  and  fing  themfelves.--  But 
for  artifans  of  a  higher  order,  whofe 
profefiions  require  a  confiderable 
degree  of  reflexion,  to  perfedl  their 
take  and  extend  their  knowledge  • 
they  begin  to  apply  themfelves  to 
reading  all  over  Europe.-— In  Paris 
you  fcarce  know  the  Swifs,  but 
from  thofe  of  that  nation  who 
ferve  as  porters  at  noblemen’s  gates, 
or  the  charadlers  which  Moliere 
has  introduced  fpeaking  an  unin¬ 
telligible  jargon  in  fome  farces : 
but  the  Parifians  would  be  amaz¬ 
ed,  were  they  to  fee  the  manufac¬ 
turers  in  almoft  every  town  in  Swif- 
ferland,  efpecially  in  Geneva,  de¬ 
voting  to  itudy  the  time  which 
cannot  be  coniecrated  to  labour. 
No,  fir,  all  is  not  loft,  the  ?no- 
ment  the  people  are  put  into  a  condi-^ 
Uon  of  perceiving  that  they  have  a 
fold.  On  the  contrary,  all  is  loft 
when  they  are  treated  like  a  herd 
of  bulls  ;  for,  fooner  or  later,  they 
butt  you  with  their  horns.  Do  you 
believe  that  the  people  read  and  rea- 
lonedin  the  time  of  the  W3.rs  bie  tween 
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the  red  and  white  rofe  in  England; 
in  that  which  brouo-ht  Charles  I,  ' 
to  the  Scaffold  ;  in  the  horrors  of 
the  Armagnacs  and  Bourguignons,  or 
even  in  thofe  of  the  League  P  The 
people,  ignorant  and  ferocious, 
were  fpiriied  on  by  a  few  fanatic 
doftors,  who  cried  out,  kill  all  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  would 
defy  Cromwell  now  to  turn  Eng¬ 
land  upfide  down  by  his  jargon  of 
an  Energumen  ;  John  of  Leyden  to 
make  himfeif  King  of  Munfter  ; 
and  Cardinal  de  Retz  to  form  the 
barricades  at  Paris.  To  conclude, 
fir,  you  ought  not  to  prohibit  men 
from  reading-  :-.-vou  would  iofe 
too  much  by  it. 


Religious  P  erf  edition  ;  a  Fragment 
of  the  Book  of  Genefis,  lately  dif~ 
covered  by  an  eminent  Philofo- 
pher. 

1  ND  Abraham  was  fitting 
Jd\.  at  the  door  of  his  tent, 

under  the  ftiadc  of  his  fig-tree. 

2  And  it  came  to  pais  that  a 
man,  ftrickcn  with  years,  bearing 
a  ftaif  in  his  hand,  journeyed  that 
way.  And  it  was  noon-day. 

3  And  Abraham  faid  unto  the 
ftranger,  Pafs  not  by,  I  pray  thee  ; 
but  come  in  and  walh  thy  feet,  and 
tarry  here  until  the  evening ;  for 
thou  art  ftricken  with  years,  and 
the  heat  overcometh  thee. 

4  ^nd  the  ftranger  left  his  ftafF 
at  the  door,  and  entered  into  the 
tent  of  Abraham. 

5  And  Ire  repofed  himfeif ;  and 
Abraham  fet  before  him  bread, 
wdtU  cakes  of  fine  meal  baked  upon 
the  hearth  : 

6  And  Abraham  blelTed  the 
bread,  giving  God  thanks :  But  the 
ftranger  did  ear,  and  refufed  to  pray 
unto  the  moll  High  ;  faying,  thy 
Lord  i§  not  the  God  of  my  fathers, 

7  Ani 
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7  And  Abraham  was  exceeding 
wroth  ;  and  he  called  his  fervants, 
and  they  beat  the  llranger,  and 
drove  him  into  the  wildernefs. 

8  Nowin  the  evening  Abraham 
lifted  up  his  voice  and  prayed  unto 
the  Lord:  and  the  Lord  laid,  Abra¬ 
ham,  where  is  the  ftranger  that  fo- 
journcd  this  day  with  thee  ? 

9  And  Abraham  anfwered  and 
faid,  Behold,  O  Lord!  he  eat  of ’ 
thy  bread,  and  would  not  give  thee 
thanks ;  therefore  did  i  chaftife 
him,  and  drive  him  from  my  pre- 
lence  into  the  wildernefs. 

10  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Abra¬ 
ham,  Thou  haft  done  evil  in  my 
fight. 

1 1  Have  I  not  borne  with  thy 
tranfgreflions  thefe  fourfcorc  and  ten 
years  ;  and  couldft  not  thou  bear 
for  one  day  with  the  infirmities  of 
thy  brother  ? 

12  Arife,  and  follow  the  ftrano-- 
er  ;  and  carry  with  thee  oil  and 
wine  ;  and  anoint  his  bruifes,  and 
fpeak  kindly  unto  him. 

13  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God,  am 
a  jealous  God,  and  judgment  be- 
lonyeth  alone  unto  me. 

o 

14  And  Abraham  arofe ;  and 
he  put  on  fackdoth  and  alhes,  and 
went  out  into  the  wildernefs,  to  do 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded  him. 


O/'  Sympathy. — From  Dr.  Beattie’r 
071  Mujtc  a7id  Poetry. 

AS  a  great  part  of  the  pleafure 
we  derive  from  poetry  de¬ 
pends  on  our  fympathetic  feelings, 
the  philofophy  of  fympathy  ought 
always  to  form  a  part  of  the  fcicnce 
of  ciiticifm.  On  this  fubjedt, 
therefore,  1  beg  leave  to  fubjoin  a 
few  brief  remarks,  that  may  pof- 
fibly  throw  light  on  feme  of  the 
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foregoing,  as  well  as  fubfequent 
reafonings. 

When  we  confider  the  condition 
of  another  perfon,  efpecially  if  it 
feem  to  be  pleafurable  or  painful, 
we  are  apt  to  fancy  ourfelves  in  the 
lame  condition,  and  to  feel  in  fbme 
degree  the  pain  or  pleafure  that  we 
think  we  Ihould  feel  if  we  were 
really  in  that  condition.  Hence 
the  good  of  others  becomes  in  fome 
mealure  our  good,  and  their  evil 
our  evil ;  the  obvious  efFedl  of 
whicnis,  to  bind  men  more  clofely 
together  in  fociety,  and  prompt 
them  to  promote  the  good,  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  diftrefles,  of  one  another. 
Sympathy  w'ith  diftrefs  is  called 
compaftion  or  pity  :  fympathy  with 
happinefs  has  no  particular  name  ; 
but,  when  expreffed  in  words  to 
the  happy  perfon,  is  termed  con¬ 
gratulation. 

Wefympathife,  in  fome  degree, 
even  with  things  inanimate.  To 
lofe  a  ftafr  we  have  long  worn,  to 
lee  in  ruins  a  houfe  in  which  we 
have  long  lived,  may  afi'eift;  us 
with  a  momentary  concern,  though 
in  point  of  value  the  lofs  be  no¬ 
thing.  With  the  dead  we  fympa- 
thile,  and  even  with  thofe  circum- 
ftances  of  their  condition  whereof 
we  know  that  they  are  utterly  in¬ 
fen  fible  ;  fuch  as,  their  being  (hut 
up  in  a  cold  and  folitary  prave, 
excluded  from  the  light  of  the  fun, 
and  from  all  the  pleafures  of  life, 
and  liable  in  a  lew  years  to  be  for¬ 
gotten  for  ever.— -Towards  the 
brute  creation  our  fympathy  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  rtrong,  they  being 
percipient  creatures  like  ourfelves. 
A  merciful  man  is  merciful  to 
his  beaft ;  and  that  perfon  would 
be  deemed  melancholy  or  hard¬ 
hearted,  who  Ihould  fee  the  frilk- 
ing  Iamb,  or  hear  the  chearful  fong 

of 
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of  the  lark,  or  obferve  the  tranf- 
port  of  the  dog  when  he  finds  the 
iTiafier  he  had  loft,  without  any 
participation  of  their  joy.  There 
are  few  paftages  of  defcriptive  poe¬ 
try  into  which  we  enter  with  a 
more  hearty  fellow-feeling,  than 
where  Virgil  and  Lucretius  paint 
fo  admirably,  the  one  the  forrow 
of  a  fteer  for  the  lofs  of  his  fellow, 
the  other  the  afiliftion  of  a  cow 
deprived  of  her  calf. — But  our  fym- 
pathy  exerts  itfelf  moft  powerfully 
towards  our  fellov./-men  :  and, 
other  circumftances  being  equal,  is 
ftronger  or  weaker,  according  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  nearly  con- 
ne^^ed  with  us,  and  their  condition 
more  or  lefs  fimilar  to  o-ur  own. 

We  often  fympathife  with  one 
another,  when  the  perfon  princi¬ 
pally  concerned  has  little  fenfe  of 
either  good  or  evil.  We  blufh  for 
another’s  ill- breeding,  even  when 
we  know  that  he  himfelf  is  not 
aware  of  it.  We  pity  a  madman, 
though  we  believe  him  to  be  happy 
in  his  phrenfy.  We  tremble  for 
'3  mafon  handing  on  a  high  fcaf- 
fold,.  though  we  know  that  cuftom 
has  made  it  quire  familiar  to  him. 
It  gives  us  pain  to  fee  another  on 
the  brink  of  a  precipice,  though 
we  be  fecure  ourfelves,  and  have 
no  doubt  of  his  circunTTpedtion. 
In  thele  cafes,  it  would  feem,  that 
our  fympathy  is  raifed,  not  fo 
much  by  our  relled'ting  on  what 
others  really  feel,  as  by  a  lively 
conception  of  what  they  would  feel 
if  their  nature  were  exaclly  fuch  as 
purs ;  or  of  what  we  ourfelves 
Ihould  feel,  if  we  were  in  their 
condition,  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  we  have  at  prefect. 

Many  of  our  paffions  may  be 
communicated  and  ftrengthened  by 
fympathy.  If  we  go  into  a  chear?- 


lul  company,  we  become  chearfu! ; 
if  into  a  mournful  one,  we  become 
fad.  The  pre fence  of  a  great  mul¬ 
titude  engaged  in  devotion,  tends 
to  make  us  devout.  Cowards  have 
behaved  valiantly,  when  all  their 
companions  were  valiant ;  and  the 
timidity  of  a  few  has  ftruck  a  panic 
into  a  whole  army. — We  are  not, 
however,  much  inclined  to  fympa¬ 
thife  with  violent  anger,  jealoufy, 
envy,  malevolence,  and  other  fan- 
guinary  or  unnatural  paffions  ;  we 
rather  take  part  againft  them,  and 
fympathife  with  thofe  perfons  who 
are  in  danger  from  them  ;  becaafe 
we  can  more  eafily  enter  into  their 
diftrefs,  and  fuppofe  ourfelves  in 
their  condition.  But  indignation 
at  vice,  particularly  at  ingratitude, 
cruelty,  treachery,  and  the  like, 
when  we  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  cafe,  awakens  in  us  a  moft  in- 
ten  fe  fellow-feeling  :  and  the  fatif- 
faclion  we  are  confcious  of,-  when 
fuch  crimes  are  adequately  punifh- 
ed,  though  fomewhat  ftern  and 
gloomy,  is  however  fincere,  and 
by  no  means  difhonourable  or  de¬ 
trimental  to  our  moral  nature  ;  nor 
at  all  inconfiftent  with  that  pity, 
which  the  fufterings  of  the  crimi¬ 
nal  extort  from  us,  when  we  are 
made  to  conceive  them  in  a  lively 
manner. 

Of  fympathy  all  men  are  not 
equally  fufceptible.  They  who 
have  a  lively  imagination,  keen 
feelings,  and  what  we  call  a  ten¬ 
der  heart,  are  moft  fubje^l  to  it. 
Habits  of  attention,  the  ftudy  of 
the  works  of  nature,  and  of  the  beft 
performances  in  art,  experience  of 
adverfity,  the  love  of  virtue  and  of 
mankind,  tend  greatly  to  cherifli 
it;  and  thofe  paffions  whereof  felf 
is  theobjedl,  as  pride,  felf-conceit, 
the  love  of  money,  fenfuality,  en¬ 
vy? 
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vy,  vanity,  have  a  tendency  no 
lefs  powerful  to  delfroy  it.  No¬ 
thing  renders  a  man  more  amiable, 
or  more  uleful,  than  a  difpofition 
to  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice, 
and  to  weep  with  thofe  that  weep; 
to  enter  heartily,  not  officiouflv, 
into  the  concerns  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  ;  to  comply  with  the  in¬ 
nocent  humour  of  his  company, 
more  attentive  to  them  than  to 
himfelf,  and  to  avoid  every  occa- 
hon  of  giving  pain  or  oflence.  And 
nothing  but  downright  immorality 
is  more  difa^reeable,  than  that 
perfon  is,  who  afeils  bluntnefs  of 
manner,  and  would  be  thought  at 
all  times  to  fpeak  all  that  he  thinks, 
whether  people  take  it  well  or  ill  ; 
or  than  thoic  pedants  are,  of  what¬ 
ever  profelTion,  (for  we  have  them 
of  all  prefeffions),  who,  without 
minding  others,  or  entering  into 
their  views  of  things,  are  conti¬ 
nually  obtruding  themfelves  upon 
the  converfation,  and  their  own 
concerns,  and  the  fentiments  and 
language  peculiar  to  their  own 
trades  and  fraternities.  This  be- 
liaviour,  though  under  the  name  of 
plain-dealing  it  may  arrogate  a  fu- 
perioritv  to  artificial  rules,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  the  eded  of  pride,  igno¬ 
rance,  or  llupidity,  or  rather  of 
all  the  three  in  conjundiqn.  A 
inodelt  man,  who  fympathetically 
attends  to  the  condition  and  feiui- 
ments  of  others,  will  of  his  own 
accord  make  thofe  allowances  in 
their  favour,  which  he  wifhes  to  be 
made  in  his  own  ;  and  will  think 
it  as.  much  his  duty  to  pro.mote 
their  happinefs,  as  he  thinks  it 
theirs  to  promote  his.  And  fuch  a 
man  is  well  principled  in  equity, 
as  well  as  in  good-breeding  :  and 
though,  from  an  imperfed  know¬ 
ledge  of  forms,  or  from  his  having 


had  but  few  opportunities  to  put 
them  in  pradice,  his  manner  may 
not  be  fo  graceful,  or  fo  eafy, 
as  could  be  wiflied,  he  will  never 
give  offence  to  any  perfon  of  pe¬ 
netration  and  good-nature. 

With  feelings  which  we  do  not 
approve,  or  have  not  experienced, 
we  are  not  apt  to  fympathife.  The 
diltrefs  of  the  mifer  when  his  hoard 
is  ftolen,  of  the  fop  when  he  foils 
his  fine  jubilee  cloaths,  of  the 
vaunting  coxcomb  when  his  lies 
are  deteded,  of  the  unnatural  pa¬ 
rent  when  his  daughter  elcapes 
with  a  defer ving  lover,  is  more 
likely  to  move  laughter  than  coin- 
palfion.  At  Sparta,  every  father 
had  the  privilege  of  correding  any 
child  ;  he  who  had  experience  of 
paternal  tendernefs  being  fuppofed 
incapable  of  wounding  a  parent’s 
fenfibility  by  unjult  or  rigorous 
chaflifement.  When  the  cardinal 
of  Milan  would  expoftulate  with 
the  Lady  Con  (lance  upon  her  vio¬ 
lent  forrow  for  the  lofs  of  her  child, 
Ihe  anfwers,  but  without  deigning 
to  addrefs  her  anfwer  to  one  who 
file  knew  could  be  no  competent 
judge  of  her  cafe,  “  He  (peaks  to 
me  who  never  had  a  fon.”— —  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  were  as  emi¬ 
nent  for  public  fpirir,  and  for  pa¬ 
rental  affedion,  as  we  ;  but,  for  a 
reafon  elfewhere  affi trued,  knew 
little  of  that  romantic  love  between 
unmarried  perfon s,  which  modern 
manners  and  novels  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  infpire.  Accordingly  the 
diftrel's  in  their  tragedies  often 
arofe  from  patriot! fm,  and  frorn 
the  conjugal  and  (iiial  charities, 
but  not  from  the  romantic  paffion 
whereof  we  now  fpeak.  But  there 
are  few  Englifh  tragedies,  and  dill 
'fewer  French,^  wherein  fome  love- 
affair  'is  not  conneded  with  the 

plot. 
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plot.  This  always  raifes  our  Tym- 
pathy;  but  would  not  ha<?e  been 
io  interefting  to  the  Greeks  or  Ro¬ 
mans,  becaufe  they  were  not  much 
acouainted  with  the  relineinents  of 

4. 

this  pahion. 

Sympathy,  as  the  means  of  con¬ 
veying  certain  feelings  from  one 
bread;  to  another,  might  be  made 
a  powerful  inilrument  of  moral  dif- 
cipllne,  if  poets,  and  other  wri¬ 
ters  of,  fable,  were  careful  to  call 
forth  our  fenfibility  towards  thofe 
erriotions  only  that  favour  virtue, 
and  invigorate  the  human  mind. 
Fiflions,  that  breathe  the  fpirit  of 
patrictifm  or  valour ;  that  make 
03  fympathife  vvith  the  parental, 
conjugal,  or  fdial  charities  ;  that 
recommend  misfortune  to  our  pity, 
or  expofe  crimes  to  our  abhorrence, 
may  certainly  be  ufeful  in  a  moral 
view,  by  cheriihing  paffions,  that, 
while  they  improve  the  heart,  can 
hardly  be  indulged  to  eitcCfs.  But 
thofe  dreadful  tales,  that  only  give 
anguifh  to  the  reader,  can  never 
do  any  good :  they  fatigue,  ener¬ 
vate,  arid  overwhelm  the  foul ;  and 
when  the  calamities  they  defcribe 
are  made  to  fall  upon  the  innocent, 
our  moral  principles  are  in  feme 
danger  of  a  temporary  deprava¬ 
tion  from  the  perufal,  whatever  re- 
fembla'nce  the  fable  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  bear ’to  the  events  of  real 
lite.  Some  late  authors  of  htfiion 
feem  to  have  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  them,  not  only  to  touch  the 
heart,  bat  to  tear  it  in  pieces. 
They  heap  “  misfortune  on  mif- 
fortune,  grief  on  grief,”  without 
end,  and  without  mercy  :  ' which 
difeompofes  the  reader  too  much  to 
give  him  either  pleafure  or  im¬ 
provement  ;  and  is  contrary  to  the 
praftice  of  the  wifer  ancients, 
whofe  moll  pathetic  feenes  were 
generally  fhort. 


It  is  faid,  that  at  the  fird  repre- 
feritation  of  the  Furies  of  E  fell  v  I  us, - 
the  horror  of  the  fpeftacle  was  fd 
great,  that  feveral  women  mif- 
carried  ;  wdiich  w^as  indeed  pathos 
wdth  a  vengeance.  But  though  the 

O  O 

truth  of  that  dory  fhoold  be*  quef- 
tioned,  it  admits  of  no  doubt,  that 
objedls  of  grief  and  horror  too 
much  enlarged  on  by  the  poet  of 
novclid  may  do  more  harm  than 
good,  and  give  more  pain  than 
pleafure,  to  the  mind  of  the  reader. 
Surely  this  mnd  be  contrary  to  the 
edential  rules  of  art,  whether  we 
confider  poetry  as  intended  to  pleafe 
that  it  may  indrudl,  or  to  indruft 
that  it  may  the  more  ededlually 
pleafe.  And  fuppofing  the  real 
evils  of  life  to  be  as  various  and 
important  as  is  commonly  believed, 
we  mud  be  thought  to  confult  our 
o-wn  iatered  very  abfurdly,  if  we 
feek  to  torment  ourfelves  with  ima¬ 
ginary  misfortune.  Horace  ind- 
nuates,  that  the  ancient  Satyric 
Dra7na  (a  fort  of  burlefque  tragi¬ 
comedy)  was  contrived  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  more  diforderly 
part'df  the  audience  ;  and  our  cri¬ 
tics  adure  us,  that  the  modern 
farce  is  addreffed  to  the  upper  gal- 
ierv,  where,  it  is  fuppofed,  there 
is  no  great  reiifh  for  the  fublime 

O  ^  • 

graces  of  the  Tragic  Mufe.  Yet 
1  believe  thefe  little  pieces if  con¬ 
fident  with  decency,  will  be  found 
neither  unpleafant  nor  unprofitable 
Sven  to  the  mod  learned  fpedlator. 
A  man,  efpecially  if  advanced  in' 
years,  would  not  chufe  to  go  home 
with  that  gloom  upon  his  mind 
which  an  afFefting  tragedy  is  in¬ 
tended  to  dilfafe  :  and  if  the  plajf 
has  conveyed  any  found  indruidion, 
there  is  no  rifit  of  its  being  diffi- 
pated  by  a  little  innocent  mirth. 

Upon  the  fame  principle,  Icon->‘ 

fefs;,  that  I  am  not  offended  with 

thofe 
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thofe  comic  fcenes  wherewith  our 

I 

great  dramatic  poet  has  occahonal- 
ly  thought  proper  to  diverfify  his 
tragedies.  Such  a  licence  will  at 
lead  be  allowed  to  be  more  pardon¬ 
able  in  liim,  than  it  would  be  in 
other  tragic  poets.  They  mull 
make  fheir  wav  lo  the  heart,  as  an 
armv  docs  to  a  llrono- ibrtification, 
by  flow  and  regular  approaches  ; 
bccaule  they  cannot,  like  Shake- 
Ipeare,  take  it  at  once,  and  by 
florm.  In  their  pieces,  therefore, 
a  mixture  of  comedy  might  have 
as  bad  an  cffedl,  as  if  befiegers 
were  to  retire  front  the  out  works 
they  had  gained,  and  leave  the 
enemy  at  leifure  to  fortify  them  a 
fecond  time.  But  Shakefpeare  pe¬ 
netrates  the  heart  by  a  Angle  effort, 
andean  make  us  as  fad  in  the  pre- 
fent  feene,  as  if  we  had  not  been 
merry  in  the  former.  With  fuch 
powers  as  he  pofTefled  in  the  pa¬ 
thetic,  if  he  had  made  his  tia?e- 
dies  uniformly  mournful  or  terrible 
from  beginning  to  end,  no  perfon 
of  fenflbility  would  have  been  able 
to  fupport  the  reprefeucation.  —  As 
to  the  probability  of  thefe  mixed 
compofitions,  itadm.its  of  nodoubt. 
Nature  every  where  prefents  a  fimi- 
lar  mixture  of  tragedy  and  comedy, 
of  joy  and  forrpw,  of  laughter  and 
folemnity,  in  the  comnion  affairs 
of  life.  The  fervants  of  a  court 
know  little  of  what  pafles  among 
princes  and  flatefmen,  and  may 
therefore,  like  the  porter  in  ?/iaC' 
beth,  be  very  jocular  when  their 
fuperiors  are  in  deep  diflrefs.  The 
death  of  a  favourite  child  is  a  great 
aiflidlion  to  parents  and  friends  ; 
but  the  man  who  digs  the  grave 
may,  like  Goodman  Delver  in 
Hamlet,  be  very  chearful  while  he 

j  is  going  about  his  work.  A  con- 
fpiracy  may  be  dangerous ;  but  the 


ccnflable  who  apprehends  the  trai¬ 
tors  may,  like  Dogberry,  be  a  lu¬ 
dicrous  charaTer,  and  his  very  ab- 
furditics  may  be  inflrumental  in 
bringing  the  plot  to  light,  as  well 
as  in  delaying  or  hailcning  forward 
the  difeovery. — I  grant,  that  com¬ 
pofitions'  like  thofe  1  would  now 
apologize  for,  cannot  properly  be 
called  either  tragedies  or  comedies  : 
but  the  name  is  of  no  confequence  ; 
let  them  be  called  .•  and  if  in 
them  nature  is  imitated  in  fuch  a 
way  as  to  give  pleafure  and  infbuc- 
tion,  they  are  as  well  entitled  to 
the  denomination  of  Dramatic 
Poems^  as  any  thing  in  Sophocles, 

Racine,  or  Voltaire. - But  tore- 

turn  ; 

Love  is  another  “  tyrant  of  the 
throbbing  breaft,”  of  v/hom  they 
who  wifh  to  fee  the  flaee  tranf- 
formed  into  a  fchool  of  virtue,  com¬ 
plain,  that  his  influence  in  themo-| 
dern  drama  is  too  defpotical.  Love, 
kept  within  due  bounds,  is  no 
doubt,  as  the  fong  fays,  **  a  gen¬ 
tle  and  a  generous  paflion  but 
,no  other  pafiion  has  fo  flrong  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  tranfgrefs  the  due  bounds: 
and  the  frequent  contemplation  of 
its  various  ardours  and  agonies,  as 
exhibited  in  plays  and  novels,  can 
fcarce  fail  to  enervate  the  mind, 
and  to  raife  emotions  and  fympa- 
thies  unfriendly  to  innocence.  And 
certain  it  is,  that  fables  in  which 
there  is  neither  love  nor  gallantry, 
may  be  made  highly  interefling 
even  to  the  fancy  and  affeflions  of 
a  modern  reader.  This  appears, 
not  only  from  the  writings  of 
Shakefpeare,  and  other  great  au¬ 
thors,  but  from  the  FilgrifDs  Pro- 
grefs  of  Bunyan,  and  the  hiftory  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe  :  than  which  laft, 
there  is  not  perhaps  in  any  lan¬ 
guage  a  more  interefdng  narrative ; 

or 
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or  a  tale  better  contrived  for  cora- 
municating^  to  the  reader  a  lively 
idea  of  the  importance  of  the  me¬ 
chanic  arts,  of  the  fweets  of  focial 
life,  and  of  the  dignity  of  inde¬ 
pendence. 

^ - - - - - 

On  the  Utility  of  ClnJJical  Learning  ; 
by  the  Jarne. 

E  mental  faculties  of  chil- 
>  I  dren  hand  as  much  in  need 
of  improvement,  and  confequently 
of  exercife,  as  their  bodily  powers. 
Nor  is  it  of  fmall  importance  to 
devife  fome  mode  of  difcipline  for 
fixing  their  attention.  When  this 
is  not  dope,  they  become  thought- 
'lefs  and  dilTipated  to  a  degree  that 
often  unfits  them  for  the  bufinefs  of 
life. 

The  Greeks  and  Romans  had  a 
juil  fenfe  of  the  value  of  this  part 
of  education.  The  youth  of  Sparta, 
when  their  more  violent  exercifes 
were  over,  employed  themfelves  in 
works  of  ftratagem ;  which  in  a 
Hate,  where  .wealth  and  avarice 
were  unknown,  could  hardly  be 
carried  to  any  criminal  excefs. 
When  they  met  together  for  con- 
verfation,  their  minds  were  conti¬ 
nually  exerted  in  judging  of  the 
morality  of  adions,  and  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  public  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment ;  or  in  bearing  with 
temper,  and  retorting  with  fpirit, 
the  farcafms  of  good-natured  rail¬ 
lery.  They  were  obliged  to  ex- 
prefs  themfelves,  without  hefitation, 
in  the  fcwell;  and  plained  words 
poflible.  Thefe  inftitutions  muil 
fiave  made  them  thoughtful,  and 
attentive,  and  obfervant  both  of 
men  and  things.  And  according¬ 
ly,  their  good  fenfe,  and  penetra¬ 
tion,  and  their  nervous  and  feu- 


tentious  ilyle,  were  no  lefs  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  Greece,  than  their  fo- 
briety,  palriotifin,  and  invincible 
courage.  For  the  talent  of  faying 
what  we  call  good  things  they  were 
eminent  among  all  the  nations  of 
antiquity.  As  they  never  piqued 
themlelv^es  on  their  rhetor^''"’ 
powers,  it  was  prudent  ^ 
the  youth  to  filence  and  few  w  ■  'U 
It  made  them  modell  and  thought¬ 
ful.  With  us  very  fpriglitly  chil¬ 
dren  fometimes  become  very  dull 
men.  For  we  are  apt  to  reckon, 
thofe  children  the  fprightliefi,  who 
talk  the  moft ;  and  as  it  is  not 
eafy  for  them  to  think  and  talk  at 
the  fame  time,  the  natural  eifedl  of 
their  too  much  fpeaking  is  too  lit¬ 
tle  thinking. - At  Athens,  the 

youth  were  made  to  lludy  their  own 
language  with  accuracy  both  in  the 
pronunciation  and  compofition  ; 
and  the  meanefi:  of  the  pe'ple  va¬ 
lued  themfelves  upon  their  attain¬ 
ments  in  this  way.  Their  orators 
muft  have  had  a  very  difficult  part 
to  adl,  when  by  the  fiighteft  im¬ 
propriety  they  ran  the  hazard  of 
difgufting  the  whole  audience  :  and 
we  fhall  not  wonder  at  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  effects  produced  by  the 
harangues  of  Demofthenes,  or  the 
extraordinary  care  wherewith  thofe 
harangues  were  compofed,  when 
we  recolle^l,  that  the  minuteft 
beauty  in  his  performance  mu  ft 
have  been  perceived  and  felt  by 
every  one  of  his  hearers.  It  has 
been  matter  of  furprife  to  fome^ 
that  Cicero,  who  had  fo  true  a  re- 
lifh  for  the  fevere  fimplicity  of  the 
Athenian  orator,  Ihould  himfelf 
in  his  orations  have  adopted  a  fiyle 
fo  diffiufe  and  declamatory.  But 
Cicero  knew  what  he  did.  He 
had  a  people  to  deal  with,  who, 
compared  with  the  Athenians, 

migh^ 
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might  be  called  illiterate ;  and  to 
whom  Demoilhenes  would  have 
appeared  as  cold  and  uninterefting, 
as  Cicero  would  have  Teemed  pom¬ 
pous  and  inflated  to  the  people  of 
Athens.  In  every  part  of  learn¬ 
ing  the  Athenians  were  ftudious  to 
excel.  Rhetoric  in  all  its  branches 

I 

j  a.  ^  an  object  of  principal 

I  ^  aeration.  From  the  llory  of 
oociates  we  may  learn,  that  the 
literary  fpirit  was  keener  at  Athens, 
even  in  that  corrupted  age,  than 
at  any  period  in  any  other  country. 
It  a  perfon  of  mean  condition, 
and  of  the  loweil  fortune,  with  the 
talents  and  temper  of  Socrates, 
were  now  to  appear,  inculcating 
virtue,  dilfuading  from  vice,  and 
recommending  a  right  ufe  of  rea- 
fon,  not  with  the  grimace  of  an 
enthufiaft,  or  the  rant  of  a  de- 
claimer,  but  with  good  humour, 
plain  ^nguage,  and  found  argu¬ 
ment,  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the 
youth  of  high  rank  would  pay  him 
much  attention  in  any  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  As  a  juggler,  gambler,  or 
atheift,  he  might  perhaps  attradl 
their  notice,  and  have  the  honour 
to  do  no  little  mifchief  in  fome  of 

!  our  clubs  of  young  worthies ;  but 
from  virtue  and  modefly,  clothed 
in  rags,  I  fear  they  would  not  wil¬ 
lingly  receive  improvement. — — 
The  education  of  the  Romans, 
from  the  time  they  began  to  afpire 
to  a  literary  character,  was  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  Athenians.  The 
children  were  taught  to  fpeak  their 
own  language  with  purity,  and 
made  to  fludy  and  tranflate  the 
Greek  authors.  The  laws  of  the 
twelve  tables  they  committed  to 
memory.  And  as  the  talent  of 
public  fpeaking  was  not  only  orna¬ 
mental,  but  even  a  necelTary  qua¬ 
lification,  to  every  man  who  wilhed 


to  dillinguilh  himfelf  in  a  civil  or 
military  capacity,  all  the  youth 
were  ambitious  to  acquire  it.  The 
ftudy  of  the  law  was  alfo  a  matter 
of  general  concern.  Even  the  chil¬ 
dren  ufed  in  their  diverfions  to 
imitate  the  procedure  of  public 
trials  ;  one  accufing,  and  another 
defending,  the  fuppofed  criminal : 
and  the  youth,  and  many  of  the 
moll  refpedable  ftatefmen,  through 
the  whole  of  their  lives,  allotted 
part  of  their  leifure  to  the  exercife 
of  declaiming  on  fuch  topics  as 
might  come  to  be  debated  in  the 
forum,  in  the  fenate,  or  before 
the  judges.  Their  domellic  difci- 
pline  was  very  drift.  Some  anci¬ 
ent  matron,  of  approved  virtue, 
was  appointed  to  fuperintend  the 
children  in  their  earlieft  years  ; 
before  whom  every  thing  criminal 
in  word  or  deed  was  avoided  as  a 
heinous  enormity.  This  venerable 
perfon  was  careful  both  to  inliil 
good  principles  into  her  pupils,  and 
alfo  to  regulate  their  amufements, 
and,  by  preferving  their  minds 
pure  from  moral  turpitude,  and  in- 
telleftual  depravation,  to  prepare 
them  for  the  ftudy  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences. — It  may  alfo  be 
remarked,  that  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  were  more  accurate  ftu- 
dents  than  the  moderns  are.  They 
had  few  books,  and  thofe  they  had 
were  not  eafilv  come  at :  what 

4 

they  read,  therefore,  they  read 
thoroughly.  I  know  not,  \yhethcr 
their  way  of  writing  and  making 
up  their  volumes,  as  it  rendered 
the  perufal  more  difficult,  might 
not  alfo  occafton  a  more  durable 
remembrance.  From  their  con- 
verfation- pieces,  and  other  wri¬ 
tings,  it  appears,  that  they  had  a 
fingukr  facility  in  quoting  their  fa¬ 
vourite  authors,  Demollhencs  rs 

ftiid 


176  MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


faid  to  have  tranfcribed  Thucy¬ 
dides  eight  times,  and  to  have  got 
a  great  part  of  him  by  heart.  This 
is  a  degree  of  accuracy  which  the 
greater  part  of  modern  readers  have 
no  notion  of.  We  feem  to  think 
it  more  creditable  to  read  many 
books  fuperficially,  than  to  read  a 
few  good  ones  with  care  ;  and  yet 
it  is  certain,  that  by  the  latter  me¬ 
thod  we  (hould  cultivate  our  facul¬ 
ties,  and  increafe  our  dock  of  real 
knowledge,  more  efFedlually,  and 
perhaps  more  fpeedily,  than  we 
can  do.  by  the  former,  which  indeed 
tends  rather  to  bewilder  the  mind, 
than  to  improve  it.  Every  man, 
who  pretends  to  a  literary  charac¬ 
ter,  mufl  now  read  a  number  of 
books,  whether  well  or  ill  written, 
whether  indrudlive  or  infigniiicant, 
merely  that  he  may  have  it  to  fay, 
that  he  has  read  them.  And  there¬ 
fore  I  am  apt  to  think,  that,  in 
general,  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
mud  have  been  more  improved  by 
their  reading,  than  we  are  by  ours. 
As  books  multiply,  knowledge  is 
more  widely  diffufed  ;  but  if  hu¬ 
man  wifdom  were  to  increafe  in  the 
fame  proportion,  what  children 
would  the  ancients  be,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  the  moderns  1  of  whom 
every  fubfcriber  to  the  circulating 
library  would  have  it  in  his  power 
to  be  wifer  than  Socrates,  and 
more  accomplifhed  than  Julius  Cas- 
far ! 

I  mention  thefe  particulars  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  difcipline, 
in  order  to  fhow,  that,  although 
the  ancients  had  not  fo  many  lan¬ 
guages  to  dudy  as  we  have,  nor  fo 
many  books  to  read,  they  were 
however  careful,  that  the  faculties 
of  their  children  diould  neither 
languilh  lor  want  of  exercife,  nor 
be  exhauded  in  frivolous  employ¬ 


ment,  As  we  have  not  thought  dt 
to  imitate  them  in  this ;  as  mod 
of  the  children  in  modern  Europe, 
who  are  not  obliged  to  labour  for 
their  fuftenance,  mud  either  dudy 
Greek  and  Latin,  or  be  idle;  (for 
as  to  cards,  and  fome  of  the  late 
publications  of  Voltaire,  I  do  not 
think  the  dudy  of  either  half  fo 
ufeful  or  fo  innocent  as  (huttlecock) 
I  fhould  be  apprehenfive,  that,  if 
cladicai  learning  were  laid  adde, 
nothing- would  be  fubdituted  in  its 
place,  and  that  our  youth  would 
become  altogether  diifipated.  In 
this  refpedl,  therefore,  namely,  as 
the  means  of  improving  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  the  human  mind,  I  do  not 
fee,  how  the  dudies  of  the  gram¬ 
mar- fchools  can  be  difpenfed  with. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  the 
dudy  of  a  fydem  of  grammar,  fo 
complex  and  fo  perleft  as  the 
Greek  or  Latin,  may,  with  pecu¬ 
liar  propriety,  be  recommended  to 
children  ;  being  fui ted  to  their  un- 
derdanding,  and  having  a  tendency 
to  promote  the  improvement  of  all 
their  m.ental  faculties.  In  this 
fcience,  abdrufe  as  it  is  commonly 
imagined  to  be,  there  are  few  or 
no  difficulties  which  a  mader  may 
not  render  intelligible  to  any  boy 
of  good  parts,  before  he  is  twelve 
years  old.  Words,  the  m.atter  of 
this  fcience,  are  within  the  reach; 
of  every  child  ;  and  of  thefe  the 
human  mind,  in  the  beginning  of 
life,  is  known  to  be  fufceptible  to 
an  adonifhing  degree  :  and  yet  in 
this  fcience  there  is  a  fubtlety,  and 
a  variety,  fufficient  to  call  forth  all 
the  inteiledlual  powers  of  the  young 
dudent.  When  one  hears  a  boy 
analyfe  a  few  fentences  of  a  Latin 
author  ;  and  fnow  that  he  not  only 
knows  the  general  meaning,  and 
the  import  of  the  particular  words. 


misceluanp: 

^ut  alfo  can  inllantly  refer  each 
word  to  its  cJafs  ;  enumerate  all 
Its  terminations,  fpecifyin^  every 
change  of  fenfe,  however  minute, 
that  may  be  produced  by  a  change- 
of  inflexion  ot  arrangement  ;  ex¬ 
plain  its  feveral  dependencies  ; 
dilHnguifli  the  literal  meaning  from 
the  figurative,  one  fpecies  of  figure 
from  another,  and  even  the  philo- 
lophical  Life  of  words  from  the  idio-^ 
matical,  and  the  vulgar  from  the 
elegant  ;  recollefting  occafionally 
other  words  and  phrafes  that  are 
fynonymous,  or  contrary,  or  of 
diiferent  though  similar  fignifica- 
tion;  and  accounting  for  what  he 
fays,  either  from  the  reafon  of  the 
thing,  or  by  quoting  a  rule  of  art, 
or  a  claflical  authority  : — one  mull 
be  fenfible,  that,  by  luch  an  exer- 
cife,  ^he  memory  is  likely  to  be 
more  improved  in  llrength  and 
readinefs,  theattention  better  fixed, 
the  judgment  and  take  more  fuc- 
cefsfully  exerted,  and  a  habit  of 
refleftion  and  fubtle  diferimination 
moreeafily  acquired,  than  it  could 
be  by  any  other  employment  equal¬ 
ly  luited  to  the  capacity  of  child¬ 
hood.  A  year  palled  in  this  fiilu- 
tary  exercife  will  be  found  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  human  faculties  more  than 
feven  fpent  in  prattling  that  French 
which  is  learned  by  rote :  nor 
would  a  complete  courfe  of  Vol¬ 
taire  yield  half  lo  much  improve¬ 
ment  to  a  young  mind,  as  a  few 
books  of  a  good  cliiflic  author,  of 
Livy,  Cicero,  or  Virgil,  fludied 
in  this  accurate  manner. 


On  the  Conjiituticn  of  Feudal  Mo~ 
nareby — F he  Digni/y  and Rex/enues 
of  the  King — and  of  his  Poxjer  as 
to  the  raifng  of  F axes  and  Suhf- 
VoL.  XX.  1777. 
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dies.  From  Sullivan L  Lediurcs 
cn  the  La^jjs  of 

AS,  in  my  former  ledures,  I 
drew  a  general  fiietch  of  the 
nature  and  form  of  the  govern¬ 
ments  that  prevailed  among  the 
northern  nations  whilll:  they  re¬ 
mained  in  Germany,  and  what  al¬ 
terations  enfued  on  their  beinp*  re¬ 
moved  within  the  limits  of  the^Ro- 
nian  empire,  it  will  be  how  proper 
to  fhew,  in  as  brief  a  manner 'as 
may  confill  with  clearnefs,  tlie  na* 
ture  and  conftitution  of  a  feudal 
monarchy,  when  eftates  were  be¬ 
come  hereditary,  the  feveral  con- 
liituent  parts  thereof,  and  what 
were  the  chief  of  the  peculiar  rights 
and  privileges  of  each  part.  This 
refearch  will  be  of  ufe,  not  only  to 
underhand  our  prefent  conftitution, 
which  is  derived  from  thence,  but 
to  make  us  admire  and  efteem  it, 
when  we  compare  it  with  that 
which  was  its  original,  and  obferve 
the  many  improverhents  it  has  un¬ 
dergone.  From  hence,  likewife, 
may  be  determined  that  famous 
queilion,  whether  our  kings  were 
originally  abfolute,  and  "all  our 
privileges  only  concefiions  of  theirs ; 
or  whether  the  chief  of  them  are 
riot  originally  inherent  rights,  and 
coeval  with  the  monarchy ;  nor, 
indeed,  in  all  the  fubjecls,  for  thar^ 
in  old  times,  was  not  the  cafe,  but 
in  all  that  were  freemen,  and,  as 
all  are  fuch  now,  do  confequently 
belong  to  all; 

To  begin  with  the  king,  the 
head  cf  the  political  bbdv.  Flis 
dignity  and  power  were  great,  but 
not  abfolute  :and  unlimited,  in¬ 
deed,  it  was  impoflible,  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  even  if  it  had  been 
declared  fo  by  law,  that  it  could 
have  continued  in  that  Hate,  when 

N  he 
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he  had  no  handing  force,  and  the 
fword  was  in  the  hand  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  And  yet  it  muh  be  owned 
his  dignity  was  fo  high,  as  to  give 
a  fuperficial  obferver  fome  room,  if 
he  is  partially  inclined,  to  lean  to 
that  opinion.  All  the  lands  in  his 
dominions  were  holden  of  him. 
For,  by  degrees,  the  allodia  had 
been  changed  into,  and  luppofed 
to  have  been  derived  from,  his  ori¬ 
ginal  grant,  and  confequently  re- 
vertible  to  him.  But  then,  the 
land  proprietors  had  (on  fulfilling 
the  conditions  they  were  bound  to) 
a  fecure  and  permanent  intereh  in 
their  pofiefiions.  He  could  neither 
take  them  away  at  pleafure,  nor 
lay  taxes  or  tailiages  on  them  by 
arbitrary  will,  which  would  have 
been  little  diiTercnt.  Since,  in 
Magna  Charta,  we  find  the  people 
infifting  that  the  king  had  no  right 
to  aflels  the  quantity  of  efcuage, 
which  was  a  pecuniary  commuta¬ 
tion  for  military  fervice,  nor  to  lay 
tailiages  on  his  ether  fubjedls,  but 
that  both  mud  be  done  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  was  a  necefiary  party  to 
the  making  new  laws,  and  to  the 
changing  and  abrogating  old  ones ; 
and  from  him  they  received  their 
binding  force,  infomuch  that  many 
old  laws,  though  palled  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  run  in  tlie  king’s  name  only. 
For,  in  thofe  days,  perfons  were 
more  attentive  to  lublfance  than 
forms  ;  and  it  was  not  then  even 
fufpedted,  in  any  nation  of  Europe, 
that  any  king  would  arrogate  to 
bimfelf  a  power  fo  inconfiftent  with 
the  original  freedom  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  nations.  Nay,  in  France,  to 
this  day,  the  king’s  edicts  are  not 
laws,  until  regillered  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  implies  the  confent 
of  the  people,  though  that  confent 
IS  too  often  extorted  by  the  violent 
power  that  monarch  has  ailumed 


'  over  the  perfons  and  liberty  of  the 
members*of  that  body. 

The  dignity  of  the  king  was 
fupponed,  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  not  only  by  the  fplendor  of 
his  royalty,  but  by  the  lowly  re¬ 
verence  paid  him  by  the  greatefi  of 
his  lords.  At  foiemn  feafts  they 
waited  on  him  on  the  knee,  or  did 
other  menial  offices  about  his  per- 
fon,  as  their  tenures  required,  and 
did  their  homage  and  fealty  with 
the  fame  lowly  and  humiliating 
circumftances  that  the  meaneft  of  • 
their  vafials  paid  to  them.  His 
perfon  like  wife  was  facred,  and 
guarded  by  the  law,  which  inflidled 
the  mod  horrible  punifliment  for 
attempts  againfl:  him  ;  neither  was 
he  to  be  refilled,  or  accountable 
for  any  private  injury  done  per¬ 
fon  ally  by  himfelf,  on  any  account 
vvhatfoever.  For  the  date  thought 
it  better  to  fufFer  a  few  perfon al 
wrongs  to  individuals,  than  to  en- 
danger  the  fafety  of  the  whole,  by 
rendering  the  head  infecure. 

But  the  greatiiefs  of  the  kingly 
power  confided  in  his  being  entire¬ 
ly  entruded  with  the  executive 
part  of  the  government,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  At  home  juf- 
tice  was  adminidered  in  his  name, 
and  by  officers  of  his  appointment. 
He  had,  likevvife,  the  difpofal  of 
all  the  great  offices  of  the  date, 
with  an  exception  of  fuch  as  had 
been  granted  by  his  predecedbrs 
in  fee,  and  of  all  other  offices  and 
employments  exercifed  in  the  king¬ 
dom  immediately  under  him. 
Abroad  he  made  war  and  peace, 
treaties  and  truces  as  he  pleafed. 
He  led  his  armies  in  perfon,  or  ap¬ 
pointed  commanders  ;  and  exer- 
cifed,  in  time  of  war,  that  abfo- 
lute  power  over  his  armies  that  is 
eflential  to  their  prefervation  and 
difeipline.  But  how  was  he  en¬ 
abled 
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abled  to  fupport  the  expence  of  the 
government,  or  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom,  or  carry 
on  a  foreign  war  ;  fince,  if  he  was 
not  furnifhed  in  that  refpeft,  thefe 
high-founding  prerogatives  had 
been  but  empty  names,  and  the 
flate  might  have  perifhed  .?  and  if 
he  could  at  pleafure  levy  the  ne- 
cefiary  fums,  he  being  foie  judge 
of  the  neceflity,  both  as  to  occafion 
and  quantity,  as  Charles  the  Firft 
claimed  in  the  cafe  of  fliip-money, 
the  It.ate  of  the  fubje6l  was  preca¬ 
rious,  and  the  king  would  have 
been  as  abfolute  a  monarch  as  the 
prefent  king  of  France  or  Spain. 

But  abundant  provifion  vvasmade 
on  this  head,  and  that  without 
overburdening  the  fubjeft,  for  fup- 
porting  the  ordinary  expences  of 
the  government.  A  vail  demefne 
was  fet  apart  to  the  king,  amount¬ 
ing,  in  England,  to  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-two  ma¬ 
nors,  as  alfo  many  other  lands, 
which  had  not  been  ere6led  into 
manors.  Befides  thefe,  he  had  the 
profits  of  all  his  feudal  tenures, 
his  worfhips,  marriages,  and  re¬ 
liefs  ;  the  benefit  of  efcheats,  either 
upon  failure  of  heirs  or  forfeiture; 
the  goods  of  ftdons  and  traitors  ; 
the  profits  of  his  courts  of  jullice  ; 
befides  many  other  calualties, 
which  amourlted  to  an  immenfe  re¬ 
venue  ;  infomuch,  that,  we  are 
informed,  that  William  the  Con¬ 
queror  had  1061  :  los,  a-day, 
that  is,  allowing  for  the  compara¬ 
tive  value  of  money,  near  four 
millions  a-year  ;  fo  that  Fortelcue 
might  well  fay,  that,  originally, 
the  king  of  England  was  the  rich- 
cft  king  in  Europe.  Such  a  fum 
was  not  only  fufficient  for  the  oc- 
cafions  of  peace,  but  out  of  it  he 
might  fpar^^  confiderably  for  the 
exigencies  of  war. 


This  revenue,  however  great, 
was  not  fufficient  to  fupport  a  v/ar 
of  any  importance  andcontinuance, 
befides  the  extraordinary  expcnce 
of  government.  It  remains,  there¬ 
fore,  to  fee  what  provifion  this 
conflitution  rl^iade,  in  addlticn  to 
what  the  monarch  might  fpare,  for 
the  defence  of  England,  as  it  might 
be  attacked  either  by  land  or  fea. 
For  the  latter,  every  feapert  was, 
in  proportion  to  its  ability,  obliged 
to  find,  in  time  of  danger,  at  their 
own  expence,  one  or  more  fhips 
properly  furniihed  with  men  and 
arms  ;  which,  joined  to  iuch  other 
Ihips  as  the  king  hired,  were,  in 
general,  an  overmatch  for  the  in¬ 
vaders.  Bht  if  the  enemy  had  got 
footing  in  the  country,  the  defence 
at  land  was  by  the  knights  or  mi¬ 
litary  tenants,  who  were  obliged 
to  ferve  on  horfeback  in  an^  part 
of  England ;  and  by  the  focage 
tenants,  or  infantry,  who,  in  cafe 
of  invafion,  were  iikewife  obliged 
to  ferve,  but  not  out  of  their  own 
country,  unlefs  they  themfelves 
pleafed,  and  then  they  were  paid 
by  the  king. 

With  refpeft  to  carrying  on  of-- 
fenfi-ve  war  into  the  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try,  the  king  of  England  had  great 
advantages  over  any  other  feudal 
monarch.  In  the  other  feudal 
kingdoms  the  military  vafTals  were 
not  obliged  to  ferve  in  any  offenlive 
war,  unlefs  it  was  juft,  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  which  point  was  in 
themfelves ;  but  William  the  Con¬ 
queror  obliged  all  to  v>^hom  he  gave 
tenure*  to  ferve  him  ubicunque  ;  and 
though  he  had  not  above  three  hun¬ 
dred,  if  fo  many,  immediate  mi¬ 
litary  tenants  uftder  him,  yet  thefe 
were  obliged,  on  all  occalions,  to 
furnifti  fixty  thfoufand  knights  com- 
pleatly  equipped,  and  ready  to 
ferve  forty  days  at  their  own  cx- 

N  2  pence. 
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pence.  If  he  wanted  their  fervice 
longer,  he  was  obliged  to  obtain 
it  on  what  terms  he  could.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  reafon  to  wonder 
that  the  king  of  England,  though 
mailer  of  fo  comparatively  fmall  a 
territory,  was,  in  genera],  an  over¬ 
match,  in  thofe  early  times,  for 
the  power  of  France.  As  for  in¬ 
fantry  in  his  foreign  wars,  he  had 
none  obliged  to  attend  him.  Thofe 
he  had  were  fo'cage  tenants,  whofe 
fervice^  were  certain  ;  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  to  engage,  and  pay 
them,  as  hired  foldiers.  As  the 
focage  tenants  in  his  dominions 
had  a  good  fhare  of  property,  and 
enjoyed  it  without  oppreiTion,  it  is 
no  wonder  the  Engiiili  archers  in 
thofe  days  had  a  gallant  fpirit,  and 
were  as  redoubtable  as  the  Englidi 
infantry  is  at  prefen  t. 

To  fupport  thefe  military  te¬ 
nants,  who  ferved  after  the  necef- 
fary  time,  and  likevvife  his  infan¬ 
try  (as  the  ftirplus  of  his  ordinary 
revenue  would  not  fuffice)  he  had 
£iiJ}oms  and  talliages,  and  aids  and 
fiihfidies  granted  by  parliament. 
Thefe  cuitoms,  or  fo  much  paid 
by  merchants  on  the  exportation 
of  goods,  were  of  two  kinds  ;  as 
paid  either  by  mer'chant  Jirangers, 
or  by  merchant  denizens. 

The  cuftoms  paid  by  merchant 
Grangers  were  not  originally  fettled 
by  a6l  of  parliament,  but  by  a 
compadl  between  the  .merchant 
llranaers  and  kino-  Edward  the 
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Fird.  In  the  Saxon  times  the 
king  had  a  power  of  excluding 
frrangers  from  his  kingdom,  not 
merely  with  an  intention  of  indu¬ 
cing  their  own  people  to  trafiick, 
but  chiefly  to  keep  out  the  Danes, 
who  were  the  makers  of  the  fea  ; 
led,  under  pretence  of  trade,  they 
might  get  footing  in,  and  become 
acquainted  with  "the  date  of  the 


kingdom.  They  were,  accord'j 
ingly.,  admitted  by  the  kings  upon 
fuch  terms  as  the  latter  were  pleafed 
to  impofe  ;  but  Edward,  who  had 
the  fuccefs  and  profperity  of  his 
kingdom  at  heart,  came  to^  a  per¬ 
petual  corapodtion  with  .them  ; 
gave  them  feveral  privileges,  and 
they  gave  to  him  certain  cudoms 
in  return.  What  fhews  they  had 
their  origin  from  confent  is,  that 
the  king  could  notraife  thepn  with¬ 
out  applying  to  parliament.  The 
cudoms  of  natives  or  denizens 
were,  certainly,  did  given  to  the 
king  by  parliament  ;  though  this 
has  been  denied  by  fome,  merely 
becaafe  no  fuch  a£t  is  to  be  found, 
as  if  manv  of  the  antient  aels  had 
not  been  lod  ;  but  there  are  a6ls 
and  charters  dill  extant,  which  ex- 
prefsly  fay  they  were  appointed  and 
granted  by  parliament,  without  the 
power  of  which  they  could  not  be 
either  altered  or  enlarged. 

The  difference  between  the  cuE 
toms  and  the  other  aids  I  have  men-* 
tioned,  njiz.  talliages  and  fubd- 
dies,  is,  that  the  latter  were  occa- 
fional,  granted  only  on  particular 
emergencies,  whereas  the  enjioms 
were  for  ever.  If  it  be  aiked  how 
they  came  to  be  granted  in  that 
manner,  we  mud  refer  back  to  the 
original  date  of  boroughs  and  their 
inhabitants,  traders,  in  the  feudal 
law.  In'  France,  the  Roman 
towns  were  taken  into  protedion, 
and  had  their  antient  privileges  al¬ 
lowed  them  ;  but  in  the  feries  of 
wars  that  happened  in  that  country 
for  ages,  every  one  of  them  in  their 
turns  weredormed,  and  reduced  to 
vadfilage,  either  to  the  king  or 
fome  other  great  lord  ;  and  as, 
now,  thefe  lords  had  learned  that 
the  Roman  emperor  laid  on  taxes  * 
at  his  pleafure,  it  was  but  natural 
they  Ihould  claim  the  fame  right, 
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efpecially  over  towns  they  had 
taken  in  war.  The  burgeffes, 
therefore,  became  in  the  nature  of 
villains,  not  indeed  of  common 
villains,  for  that  would  abfolutely 
have  dellroyed  trade,  but  with  re- 
fpeft  to  arbitrary  taxation,  which, 
however,  if  the  lord  was  wife,  was 
never  exorbitant.  In  England,  I 
apprehend,  they  became  villains ; 
for  the  Saxons  were  a  murdering 
race,  and  extirpated  the  old  inha¬ 
bitants.  However,  wife  kings, 
confidering  the  advantages  of  com¬ 
merce,  by  degrees,  bellowed  pri¬ 
vileges  on  certain  places,  in  order 
to  render  them  flourilhing  and 
wealthv  ;  and  at  leno-th,  about  the 
time  of  Mao;na  Charta,  or  before, 
when  every  uncertain  fervice  was 
varying  to  a  certainty,  this  privi¬ 
lege  was  obtained  for  merchant  ad¬ 
venturers.  But  the  other  bur- 
gelTes,  that  did  not  import  or  ex¬ 
port,  and  likewife  villains,  were 
llill  talliageable  at  will.  This  was 
rellrained  by  Magna  Charta,  which 
declares  all  talliages  unlaw'ful,  un- 
Jefs  ordained  by  parliament. 

To  come  to  the  latter  head,  whe¬ 
ther  taxes,  aids,  and  fubfidies  can 
be  affelTed  by  the  king,  as  foie 
judge  of  the  occafion,  and  the  quan- 
fujji — or  whether  they  mull  be 
granted  by  parliament,  was  the 
great  and  principal  contefl  between 
the  two  firft  princes  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  houfe  of  Stuart  and  their 
people,  and  which,  concurring^ 
with  other  caufes,  coll  the  lall  ol 
them  his  life  and  throne.  To  fay 
nothing  of  the  divine  hereditary 
right  urged  on  the  king’s  behalf, 
and  which,  if  examined  into  llriT- 
ly,  no  royal  family  in  Europe  had 
lefs  pretenfions  to  claim,  both  fides 
referred  themfelves  to  the  antient 
conilitution  for  the  decifion  of  this 
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point*.  The  king’s  friends  urged 
that  all  lands  were  holden  from  him 
by  fervices,  and  that  this  w'as  one 
of  his  prerogatives,  and  a  neceffary 
one  to  the  defence  of  the  ftate. 
They  produced  feveral  inllanccs  of 
its  having  been  done,  and  fubmit- 
ted  to,  not  only  in  the  times  of 
the  worll,  but  of  forne  of  the  bell 
kings  ;  and  as  to  adls  of  parlia¬ 
ment  againllit,  they  were  extorted 
from  the  monarchs  in  particular 
exigencies,  and  could  not  bind 
their  fuccefibrs,  as  their  right  was 
from  God. 

The  advocates  of  the  people,  on 
the  other  hand,  infilled,  that,  in 
England,  as  in  all  other  feudal 
countries,  the  right  of  the  king 
was  founded  on  compact ;  thac 
William  the  Conqueror  was  not 
maker  of  all  the  lands  in  England, 
nor  did  he  give  them  on  thefe 
terms ;  that  he  claimed  no  right 
but  what  the  Saxon  kings  had, 
and  this  they  certainly  had  not  ; 
that  he  eilablifiied  and  confrmed 
the  Saxon  laws,  except  fuch  as 
were  by  parliament  altered  ;  that 
he  gave  away  none  but  the  for¬ 
feited  lands,  and  gave  them  on  the 
fame  terms  as  they  were  generally 
given  in  feudal  countries,  where 
fuch  a  power  was  in  thefe  days 
unknown.  They  admitted,  that, 
in  fa6l,  the  kings  of  England  had 
fometimes  exercifed  this  power, 
and  that,  on  forne  cccafions,  the 
people  fubmitted  to  it.  But  they 
infilled,  that  moll  of  the  kings  that 
did  it  were  opprekbrs  of  the  work 
kind  in  all  refpecls  ;  that  the  fub- 
jecls,  even  in  fubmitting,  infilled 
on  their  ancient  rights  and  free¬ 
dom,  and  every  one  of  thefe  princes 
afterwards  retraced,  and  confefTed 
they  had  done  amifs.  If  one  or 
two  of  the  bell  and  wifek  of  their 
N  3  kings 
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kings  had  praftifed  this,  they  in- 
iifted  that  their  anceftors  acquief- 
cence  once  or  twice,  in  the  mea- 
fures  of  a  prince  they  had  abfolute 
confidence  in,  and  at  times  when 
the  danger,  perhaps,  was  fo  im¬ 
minent  as  to  flare  every  man  in 
the  face,  (for  it  was  fcarce  ever 
done  by  a  good  prince)  as  when 
there  was  not  a  fleet  already  affem-  - 
bled  in  the  ports  of  France  to  waft 
over  an  army,  fliould  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  conveying  a  right  to  fu¬ 
ture  kings  indifcriminately,  as  a 
furrender  of  their  important  privi¬ 
leges  of  taxation.  'They  infilled 
that  thefe  good  and  wife  kings  had 
acknowledged  the  rights  of  the 
people ;  that  they  excufed  what 
they  had  done,  as  extorted  by  ur¬ 
gent  necefllty,  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  whole ;  that,  by  repeated 
acls  of  parliament,  they  had  difa- 
vowed  this  power,  and  declared 
fuch  proceedings  fhould  never  be 
drawn  into  precedent.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  no  occafion 
for  the  vaft  demefne  of  the  king, 
if  he  had  this  extraordinary  pre¬ 
rogative  to  exert  whenever  he 
pleafed.  They  denied  the  king’s 
divine  right  to  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown,  and  that  abfolute  unlimited 
authority  that  was  deduced  from  it. 
They  infifted  that  he  was  a  king 
by  compadl,  that  bis  fucceffion  de¬ 
pended  on  that  compadl,  though 
they  allowed  that  a  king  intitled 
by  that  compadl,  and  ading  ac¬ 
cording  to  it,  has  a  divine  right  of 
government,  as  every  legal  and 
righteous  magiftrate  hath.  They 
inferred,  therefore,  that  he  was  a 
limited  monarch,  and  Confequently 
that  he  and  his  fucceffors  were 
bound  by  the  legiflative,  the  fu- 
preme  authority. 

The  advocates  ofthe  king  treated 


the  original  compadl  as  a  chimera, 
and  defired  them  to  produce  it  ; 
which  the  other  fide  thought  an  un- 
reafonable  demand,  as  it  was,  they 
alledged,  tranfafted  when  both 
king  and  people  were  utterly  illi¬ 
terate.  They  thought  the  utmoft 
proof  poffible  was  given  by  quoting 
the  real  adls  of  authority,  which 
the  Saxon  kings  had  exercifed  ; 
among  which  this  was  not  to  be 
found ;  that  the  Norman  kings, 
though  fome  of  them  had  occafion- 
ally  pradlifed  it,  had,  in  general, 
both  bad  and  good  princes,  after¬ 
wards  difclaimed  the  right,  and 
that  it  never  had  (though  perhaps 
fubmitted  to  in  one  or  two  in- 
flances)  been  given  up  by  their  an- 
ceflors,  who  always,  and  even  to 
the  face  of  their  befl  princes,  in¬ 
filled  that  it  was  an  encroachment 
on  thofe  franchifes  they  were  inti¬ 
tled  to  by  their  birthright. 

Such,  in  general,  were  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  the  arguments 
were  maintained  on  both  fides : 
for  to  go  into  mimitige^  would  not 
confifl  with  the  defign  of  this  un¬ 
dertaking.  I  apprehend  it  will  be 
evident  from  this  detail  of  mine, 
though  I  protell  I  defigned  to  re- 
prefent  both  fides  fairly,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  the  people  in  this 
queftlon.  I  own  I  think  that  any 
one  that  confiders  impartially  the 
few  monuments  that  remain  of  the 
old  Saxon  times,  either  in  their 
laws  or  hiflories,  the  conflant 
courfe  lince  the  conqueft,  and  the 
pradlice  of  nations  abroad,  who 
had  the  fame  feudal  policy,  mull 
acknowledge,  that  though  this 
right  was  claimed  and  exercifed 
by  John,  Henry  the  Third,  Ed¬ 
ward  theFirll,  Second,  and  Third, 
Richard  the  Second,  and  Henry 
the  Eighth,  it  was  in  the  event 
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dirdaimed  by  every  one  of  them, 
by  the  greateil  of  our  kings,  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Firft  and  Third,  and 
Henry  the  Eighth,  with  fuch  can¬ 
dour  and  free  will,  as  inforccd  con¬ 
fidence  in  them  ;  by  the  others,  in 
truth,  becaufe  they  could  not  help 
it.  I  hope  I  fhall  Hand  excufed,  if 
I  add,  that  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  engaged  in  the  civil  war,  ei¬ 
ther  for  king  Charles,  or  againft 
him,  were  of  the  fame  opinion. 
For,  had  he  not  given  up  this 
point,  (and  indeed  he  did  it  with 
all  the  appearances  of  the  greatefl 
fincerity)  he  would  not  have  got 
three  thoufand  men  to  appear  for 
him  in  the  field.  But,  unfortu¬ 
nately  for  his  family,  and  us,  (for 
we  Hill  feel  the  effefts  of  it  from 
the  popifli  education  his  offspring 
got  abroad)  his  concefTion  came  too 
late.  He  had  loft  the  confidence 
of  too  many  of  his  people,  and  a 
party  of  republicans  were  formed  ; 
all  reafonable  fecurities  were  cer¬ 
tainly  given  ;  but  upon  pretence 
that  he  could  not  be  depended  upon, 
his  enemies  prevailed  on  too  many 
to  infill  on  fuch  conditions,  as 
would  have  left  him  but  a  king  in 
name,  and  unhinged  the  whole 
frame  of  government.  Thus  did 
the  partizans  of  abfolute  monarchy 
on  one  fide,  and  the  republicans, 
with  a  parcel  of  crafty  ambitious 
men,  who  for  their  own  private 
vie. vs  affecled  that  charadler,  on 
the  other,  rend  the  kingdom  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  obliged  the  ho- 
neft,  and  the  friends  to  the^  old 
conllitution,  to  take  lide  either 
with  one  party  or  other,  and  they 
were  accordingly,  for  their  mo¬ 
deration  and  delire  of  peace,  and  a 
legal  fettlement,  equally  defpifed 
which  ever  they  joined  with. 

j,  lhall  make  but  one  obfervation 


more  ;  that  though  it  is  very  falfe 
reafoning  to  argue  from  events 
when  referred  to  the  dccifion  of 
God,  as  to  the  matter  of  right  in 
queftion ;  I  cannot  help  being 
ftruck  with  obferving,  that  though 
this  has  been  a  queftion  of  hve  hun¬ 
dred  years  Handing  in  England, 
the  decifion  of  providence  hath 
conllantly  been  in  favour  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  If  it  has  not  been  fo  in  other 
countries  for  two  hundred  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years  paft,  which 
is  the  utmoft,  let  us  inveftigate 
the  caufes  of  the  difference,  and 
aft  accordingly.  The  ancients  tell 
us  it  is  impofiible  that  a  brave  and 
virtuous  nation  can  ever  be  flaves, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  that  no  na¬ 
tion  that  is  cowardly,  or  generally 
vitious,  can  be  free.  Let  us  blefs 
God,  who  hath  for  fo  long  a  time 
favoured  thefe  realms.  Let  us  aft 
towards  the  family  that  reigns  over 
us,  as  becomes  free  fubjefts,  to  the 
guardians  of  liberty,  and  of  the 
natural  rights  to  mankind  ;  but 
above  all,  let  us  train  pofterity,  fo 
as  to  be  deferving  of  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  thefe  bleflings,  that  Mon- 
tefquieu’s  prophecy  may  never  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  juftly  founded. 

“  England  (fays  he)  in  the 
courfe  of  things,  ?niiji  lofe  her  li¬ 
berties,  and  then  fhe  will  be  a 
greater  Have  than  any  of  her  neigh¬ 
bours.’’ 


^he  true  Enjoyments  of  Eife.  From 
Moral  Tales,  bV.  hy  Dr.  Per- 
cival. 

]\/fAT  he  furnjpve  his  rclatinjes 
^  and  friends  !  was  the  impre¬ 
cation  of  a  Roman,  on  the  perfon 
who  fhould  deftroy  the  monument 
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■pf  his  anceilors.*  A  more,  dreadful 
curfe  could  fcarcely  be  denounced. 
J  remember  to  have  feen  it  fome- 
where  recorded,  that  an  emperor 
of  China,  on  his  acceffion  to  the 
throne,  commanded  a  general  re- 
leafe  from  the  prifons,  of  all  tliat 
were  confined  for  debt.  Amongft 
the  number  was  an  old  man,  who 
had  been  an  early  viCiim  to  adyer- 
fity  ;  and  vvhofe  days  of  imprifon- 
inent,  reckoned  by  the  notches 
which  he  had  cut  on  the  door  of 
■his  gloomy  cell,  exprefied  the  an¬ 
nual  revolution  of  more  than  fifty 
funs.  With  faultering  Heps,  he 
departed  from  his  manfion  of  for- 
rovv  :  his  eyes  .were  dazzled  with 
the  fplendor  of  light ;  and  the  face 
pf  nature  prefented  to  his  view  a 
perfefl  paradife.  The  gaol,  in 
wliich  he  had  been  imprifoned, 
was  at  fome  difiance  fro.m  Pekin  ; 
and  he  direfled  his  courfe  to  that 
city,  impatient  to  enjoy  the  gratu- 
Jations  of  his  wife,  his  children, 
and  his  friends. 

With  difficulty  he  found  his  way 
to  the  fireet,  in  which  formerly 
fiood  his  decent  habitation  ;  and 
his  heart  became  more  and  more 
elated  at  every  fiep  which  he  ad¬ 
vanced.  'de  proceeded,  and  looked 
with  earneftnefs  around ;  but  faw 
few  of  thofe  objedls  with  which  he 
was  formerly  cohverfant.  x  A  mav- 
nincent  eaifice  was  eredted  on  the 
fite  of  the  houfe  which  he  had  in¬ 
habited.  The  dwellings  of  his 
neighbours  had  affumed  new  forms; 


and  he  beheld  not  a  fingle  face  of 
which  he  had  the  leaft  recollection 
An  aged  pauper,  who  flood  with 
trembling  knees  at  the  gate  of  a 
portico,  from  which  he  had  been 
thrufi  by  the  infolent  menial  v/ho 
guarded  it,  ftruck  his  attention. 
He  flopped  to  giye  him  a  pittance 
out  of  the  bounty,  with  which  he 
had  been  fupplied  by  the  emperor’s 
liberality  ;  and  received,  in  re¬ 
turn,  the  fad  tidings  that  his  wife 
had  fallen  a  ling-ering;  facrifice  to 
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penury  and  forrow  ;  that  his  chil¬ 
dren  were  gone  to  feek  thek  for¬ 
tunes  in  unknown  climes  ;  and 
that  the  grave  contained  his  nearefl: 
and  moil  valuable  friends.  Over¬ 
whelmed  with  anguiih,  he  haftened 
to  the  palace  of  his  fovereign,  into 
vvhofe  prefence  his  hoary  locks  and 
mournful  vifage  foon  obtained  ad- 
mifiion  ;  and  calling  himfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  emperor,  Great  prince, 
he  cried,  remand  me  to  the  prifon, 
from  which  miftaken  mercy  hath 
delivered  me  !  I  have  furvived  my 
family  and  friends ;  and  in  the 
midil  of  this  populous  city,  I  find 
myfelf  in  dreary  folitude.  The 
cell  of  my  dungeon  proteded  me 
from  the  gazers  at  my  wretched-, 
nefs  ;  and  whilft  fecluded  from  fo^ 
ciety,  J  was  lefs  fenfible  of  the  lofs 
of  focial  enjoyments.  I  am  now 
tortured  with  the  view  of  pleafures 
in  which  I  cannot  participate  ;  and 
die  with  thirfl,  though  flreams  of 
delight  furround  me. 

If  the  horrprs  of  a  dungeon,  my 


Tlie  author  alludes  to  an  ancient  monumental  infcnption  found  at 
|loine.  ^  ■ 

Qu  I  s  IS  HOC  SXJSTULERIT 
Aut  JUSSERIT 

Ultimvs  suorum  moriatur. 
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Alexis,  be  preferred  to  the  world 
at  large,  by  the  man  who  is  bereft 
of  his  kindred  and  friends,  how 
highly  Ihould  you  prize,  how  ten¬ 
derly  fhould  you  love,  and  how 
liudious  Jhould  you  be  to  pleafe 
thofe  near  and  dearrelations,  whom 
a  more  indulgent  providence  has 
yet  preferved  to  you  !  Liften  to 
the  affeftlonate  counfels  of  your  pa¬ 
rents  ;  treafure  up  their  precepts  ; 
refped  their  riper  judgment ;  and 
enjoy,  with  gratitude  and  delight, 
the  advantages  refulting  from  their 
fociety.  Bind  to  your  bofom,  by 
the  mod  endearing  ties,  your  bro¬ 
thers  and  fillers ;  cherifli  them  as 
your  bed  companions,  through  the 
variegated  journey  of  life  ;  and 
fulfer  no  jealoufies  or  feuds  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  harmony  which  now 
reigns,  and,  1  trud,  will  ever 
reign  in  this  happy  family.  Cul¬ 
tivate  the  frienddiip  of  your  father’s 
friends ;  merit  the  approbation  of 
'  the  wife  and  good  ;  qualify  your- 
felf,  by  the  acquifition  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  the  exercife  of  the  bene¬ 
volent  alfedlions,  for  the  intercourfe 
of  mankind  ;  and  you  will  at  once 
be  an  ornament  to  fociety,  and 
derive  from  it  the  highed  felicity. 


Philofophi(al  Attentiori  and  Sagacity  ; 
by  the  fame. 

N  attentive  and  inquifitive 
mind  often  derives  very  im¬ 
portant  indruftion  from  appear¬ 
ances  and  events,'  which  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  mankind  regard  as  trivial 
^nd  infignificant.  Permit  me, 
Alexis,  to  offer  to  you  a  few  ex¬ 
amples,  of  the  truth  of  this  ob- 
fervation.  You  have  frequently 
^em^rked,  and  perhaps  admired^ 
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the  volubility  andludre  of  the  glo¬ 
bules  of  rain,  that  lie  upon  the 
leaves  of  colewort,  and  of  other 
vegetables  ;  but  I  dare  fay,  you 
have  never  taken  the  trouble  of  in- 
fpefting  them  narrowly.  Mr. 
Melville,  a  young  philofopher  of 
uncommon  genius,  was  druck  with 
the  phenomenon,  and  applied  his 
attention  to  the  invedigation  of  it. 
He  difeovered  that  the  ludre  of  the 
drop  is  owing  to  a  copious  reflec¬ 
tion  of  light,  from  the  flattened 
part  of  its  furface,  contiguous  to 
the  plant ;  and  that  when  the  drop 
rolls  over  a  part,  which  has  been 
wetted,  it  indantly  lofes  all  its 
brightnefs,  the  green  leaf  being 
feen  through  it.  From  thefe  two 
obfervations  he  concludes,  that  the 
drop  does  not  really  touch  the  plant, 
whild  it  retains  a  mercurial  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  is  fufpended  by  the 
force  of  a  repulfive  power.  For 
there  could  not  be  any  copious  re¬ 
flexion  of  white  light,  from  its 
under  furface,  unlefs  there  was  a 
real  interval  between  it  and  the 
plant.  And  if  no  contaX  be  fup- 
pofed,  it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the 
wonderful  volubility  of  the  drop, 
and  why  no  traces  of  moidure  are 
left  wherever  it  rolls. 

From  this  reafoning  we  may 
conclude,  that  when  a  polifhed 
needle  is  made  to  fwim  on  water, 
it  does  not  touch  the  water,  but 
forms  around  it,  by  a  repulflv'e 
power,  a  bed,  whofe  concavity  is 
much  larger  than  the  bulk  of  the 
needle.  And  this  affords  a  much 
better  explanation  of  the  faX,  than 
the  common  one,  deduced  from  the 
tenacity  of  the  water.  For  the  nee¬ 
dle  may  be  well  conceived  to  fwim 
upon  a  fluid  lighter  than  itfelf, 
fince  the  quantity  of  water  thus 

difplaceda 
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dilplaced,  by  repulfion,  muff:  be 
equal  to  the  weight  of  it.  And 
this  inilance  leads  us  to  a  juft  and 
neceftary  correftion  of  the  hydro- 
ftatical  law,  that  the  nvhole  /dim¬ 
ming  body  is  equal  in  ^veight  to  a 
quantity  of  the  fluid,  <n,vhofe  bulk  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  part  immerfed. 
For  it  Ihould  be  exprefted,  that  the 
•weight  (f  the  fwimniing  body  is  equal 
to  that  of  the  weight  of  the  quantity 
of  fluid  difplaced  by  it. 

A  very  ingenious  friend  of  mine, 
during  his  refidence  at  the  univer- 
fity,  undertook  a  courfe  of  experi¬ 
ments,  to  afeertain  the  heat  or  cold 
produced  by  the  folutionof  certain 
fubftances  in  fpirit  of  wine.  When¬ 
ever  he  withdrew  the  thermometer 
from  the  fpirit,  and  fufpended  it 
in  the  air,  he  uniformly  obferved, 
that  the  mercury  funk  two  or  three 
degrees,  although  the  fpirit  of 
wine,  in  which  the  inftrument  had 
been  immerfed,  was  even  colder 
than  the  furrounding  atmofphere. 
This  fad  he  communicated  to  the 
profeftbr  of  chemiftry  ;  who  imme¬ 
diately  fafpedled,  that  fluids  by 
eajaporatio7i  generate  cold  ;  an  hypo- 
thefts,  which  he  afterwards  verified 
by  a  variety  of  beautiful,  and  de- 
ciftve  trials. 

When  Sir  John  Pringle  and  Dr. 
Franklin  were  travelling  together 
in  Holland,  they  remarked,  that 
the  track- fchuyt,  or  barge,  in  one 
'  of  the  ftages,  moved  flower  than 
.nfual,  and  inquired  the  reafon  of 
it.  The  boatman  informed  them, 
that  it  had  been  a  dry  feafon,  and 
that  the  water  was  low  in  the  ca¬ 
nal.  He  was  allced,  if  the  water 
was  fo  low  that  the  boat  touched 
the  muddy  bottom  of  the  canal  ; 
to  which  he  anfwercd  in  the  nega¬ 
tive,  adding,  however,  that  the 


difference  in  the  quantity  of  water, 
was  fufficient  to  render  the  draught 
more  difficult  to  the  horfe.  The 
travellers,  at  ftrft,  were  at  a  lofs  to 
conceive,  how  the  depth  of  the 
water  could  affedl  the  motion  of 
the  boat,  provided  that  it  fwam 
clear  of  the  bottom.  But  Dr. 
Franklin,  having  fatisfted  himfelf 
of  the  truth  of  the  boatman’s  ob- 
fervation,  began  to  conflder  it  at¬ 
tentively  ;  and  endeavoured  to  ac¬ 
count  for  it  in  the- following  man¬ 
ner.  The  barge,  in  proceeding 
along  the  canal,  mufl  regularly  dif- 
place  a  body  of  water,  equal  in 
bulk  to  the  fpace  which  fhe  occu¬ 
pies  ;  and  the  water  fo  removed 
muft  pafs  underneath,  and  on  each 
flde  of  her.  Hence  if  the  paflage, 
under  her  bottom,  be  ftraitned  by 
the  fliallows,  more  of  the  water 
muft  pafs  by  her  Tides,  and  with 
greater  velocity,  which  will  retard 
her  courfe,  becaufe  flie  moves  the 
contrary  way.  The  water,  alfo, 
becoming  lower  behind  than  be¬ 
fore  the  boat,  flie  will  be  prefled 
back  by  the  weight  of  its  differ¬ 
ence  in  height ;  and  her  paffage 
will  be  obftrudled  by  having  that 
weight  canftantly  to  overcome. 

However  fatisfadlory  this  rea- 
foning  might  appear  to  be,  Dr. 
Franklin  determined  to  afeertain 
the  truth  of  it  by  experiment ; 
deeming  the  fubjed  of  conftderable 
importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country,  in  which  fo  many  projeds 
for  navigable  canals  have  been 

O 

adopted.  And  he  concludes,  from 
many  well  concerted  trials,  the  re¬ 
lation  of  which  would  now  be  te¬ 
dious  to  you,  that  if  four  men  or 
horfes  be  required  to  draw  a  boat, 
in  deep  water,  four  leagues  in  four 
hours  j  five  will  be  neceffary  to 

draw 
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draw  the  boat,  the  fame  dillance 
in  the  fame  time,  in  pallonx)  nva- 
ter. 

I  fhall  give  you  one  inftance 
more  of  the  advantages  of  fagaci- 
cus  attention,  which  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  more  afnuhng  to  you, 
than  thofe  which  I  have  recited. 

A  playful  boy,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  to  open  and  clofe  alternately, 
the  communication  between  the 
boiler  and  the  cylinder  of  a  fire  en¬ 
gine,  perceived  that  this  trouble 
might  readily  be  faved.  Whenever, 
therefore,  he  wilhed  to  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  divert  himfelf  with  his 
companions,  he  tied  a  firing  from 
the  handle  of  the  valve,  which 
formed  the  communication,  to  an¬ 
other  part  of  the  machine  that  was 
in  motion  ;  and  the  valve  then 
performed  its  office  without  affift- 
ance.  The  boy’s  idlenefs  being 
remarked,  his  contrivance  foon 
became  known,  and  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  ROW  adopted  in  every  hre 
engine. 


Of  the  Alterations  that  ha^e  hap- 
petied  in  the  Characters  of  Nations, 
and  of  the  Caufes  by  ‘which  they 
‘were  produced.  From  Helve- 
tius’j  freatife  on  Man, 

A  C  H  nation  has  its  particular 
manner  of  feeing  and  feeling, 
which  forms  it  character  :  and  in 
every  nation  its  charadler  either 
changes  on  a  fudden,  or  alters  by 
degrees,  according  to  the  fudden 
or  infenfible  alterations  in  the  form 
of  its  goveinment,  and  confe- 
quently  of  its  public  education.* 
That  of  the  French,  which  has 


been  for  a  long  time  regarded  as 
gay,  was  not  always  fo.  The  em¬ 
peror  Julian  fays  of  the  Parifians, 
“  I  like  them,  becaufe  their  cha- 
ra6ter,  like  mine,  is  auflere  and 
ferious.” 

The  charadlers  of  nations  there¬ 
fore  change  :  but  at  what  period 
is  the  alteration  mofl  perceptible  ? 
At  the  moment  of  revolution,  when 
a  people  pafs  on  a  fudden  from  li¬ 
berty  to  flavery.  Then  frOm  bold 
and  haughty  they  become  weak 
and  pufillanimous  :  they  dare  not 
look  on  the  man  in  office :  they 
are  inthralled,  and  it  is  of  lit¬ 
tle  confequence  by  whom  they 
are  inthralled.  This  dejected  peo¬ 
ple  fay,  like  the  afs  in  the  fable, 
‘whoe‘ver  be  my  mafer,  I  cannot  carry 
a  heavier  load.  As  much  as  a  free 
citizen  is  zealous  for  the  glory  of 
his  nation,  fo  much  is  a  have  in¬ 
different  to  the  public  welfare.  His 
heart,  deprived  of  adivity  and 
energy,  is  without  virtue,  without 
fpirit,  and  without  talents ;  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  his  foul  are  ilupified  ;  he 
becomes  indifferent  to  the  arts, 
commerce,  agriculture,  &c.  It  is 
not  for  fervile  hands,  lay  the  Eng- 
lifh,  to  till  and  fertilife  the  land. 
Simonides  entered  the  empire  of  a 
defpotic  fovereign,  and  found 
there  no  traces  of  men.  A  free 
people  are  courageous,  open,  hu¬ 
mane,  and  loyal.  A  nation  of 
(laves  are  bafe,  perfidious,  mali¬ 
cious,  and  barbarous;  they  puih 
their  cruelty  to  the  greateh  excels. 
If  the  fevere  officer  has  all  to  fear 
from  the  refentment  of  the  injured 
foldier  on  the  day  of  battle,  that'of 
fedition  is  in  like  manner  for  the 
(lave  oppreffed,  the  long  expeded 


*  The  form  of  government  under  wlfich  v/e  live  always  makes  a  part  of  our 
.'•education. 
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day  of  vengeance ;  and  he  is  the 
more  enraged  in  proportion  as  fear 
has  held  his  fury  the  longer  re¬ 
trained.* 

What  a  firiking  pifture  of  a 
fudden  change  in  the  charafter  of 
a  nation  does  the  Roman  hillory 
prefent  us.  What  people,  before 
the  elevation  of  the  Caefars,  tievved 
more  force,  more  virtue,  more  love 
for  liberty,  and  horror  for  flavery  ? 
And  what  people,  when  the  throne 
of  the  C  £efars  was  eltabliflied, 
Ihewed  more  weaknefs  and  de¬ 
pravity  ?  Their  bafenefs  dif- 
gttfted  Tiberius. 

Indifferent  to  liberty,  when 
Trajan  offered  it,  they  refufed  it : 
they  difdained  that  liberty  their 
anceflors  had  purchafed  with  fo 
much  blood.  All  things  were  then 
changed  in  Rome  ;  and  that  de¬ 
termined  and  grave  charafter  which 
diftiuguiUied  its  firll  inhabitants, 
was  fucceeded  by  that  light  and 
frivolous  difpofition  with  which 
Juvenal  reproaches  them  in  his 
tenth  fatire. 

Ret  us  exemplify  this  matter  by 
a  more  recent  change.  Compare 
the  Englifh  of  the  prefent  day  with 
thofe  under  Henry  VIII.  Edward 
VI.  Mary,  and  Elizabeth  :  this 
people,  now  fo  humane,  indulgent, 
learned,  .  free,  and  indullrious, 
fuch  lovers  of  the  arts  and  of  philo- 
fophy,  were  then  nothing  more 
than  a  nation  of  Haves,  inhuman 
and  fuperhitious  ;  without  arts  and 
without  indultry. 

When  a  prince  ufurps  over  his 
people  a  boundlefs  authority,  he  is 
fure  to  change  their  charadler,  to 
enervate  their  fouls ;  to  render  them 


timid  and  bafe.  From  that  mo¬ 
ment,  indifferent  to  glory,  his 
fubjedls  lofe  thatcharafter  of  bold- 
nefs  and  conftancy  proper  to  fup- 
port  all  labours  and  brave  all  dan¬ 
gers  :  the  weight  of  arbitrary 
power  dellroys  the  fpring  of  their 
emulation. 

Does  a  prince,  impatient  of 
contradiction,  give  the  name  of 
factious  to  the  man  of  veracity  ? 
He  fubftitutes  in  his  nation  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  falfity  for  that  of  frank- 
nefs.  If  in  thofe  critical  moments 
the  prince,  giving  himfelf  up  to 
flatterers,  find  that  he  is  furround- 
ed  by  men  void  of  all  merit,  whom 
fliould  he  blame  ?  Himfelf :  for 
it  is  he  that  has  made  them  fuch. 

Who  could  believe,  when  he 
confiders  the  evils  of  fervitude,  that 
there  were  ftill  princes  mean 
enough  to  wifli  to  reign  over  flaves ; 
and  Itupid  enough  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  fatal  changes  that  defpotifm 
produces  in  the  charaCler  of  their 
fubjedls  ? 

What  is  arbitrary  power  ?  The 
feed  of  calamities,  that  Town  in  the 
bofom  of  a  Hate  fprings  up  to  bear 
the  fruit  of  mifery  and  devaftation. 
Let  us  hear  the  King  of  Pruffia  j 
Nothing  is  better j  faid  he,  in  a  dif- 
courfe  pronounced  to  the  academy 
of  Berlin, an  arbitrary  govern¬ 
ment  y  under  princes  juji,  humane ^ 
and  virtuous  :  nothing  viorfe,  under 
the  common  race  of  kings.  Now  how 
many  kings  are  there  of  the  latter 
fort !  and  how  many  fuch  as  Titus., 
Trajan,  and  Antoninus?  Thefe 
are  the  thoughts  of  a  great  man. 
What  elevation  of  mind,  what 
knowledge  does  not  fuch  a  declara- 


*  The  depofition  of  Nabob- Jaffier-Ali-Kan,  related  in  the  Leyden  Gazette 
of  the  Z3d  of  June,  1761,  is  a  proof  of  this. 
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tion  fuppofe  in  a  monarch  ?  What 
in  fa£t  does  a  defpotic  power  an¬ 
nounce  ?  Often  ruin  to  the  defpot, 
and  always  to  his  pofterity. 
The  founder  of  fuch  a  power,  fets 
his  kingdom  on  a  fandy  founda¬ 
tion.  it  is  only  a  tranficnt,  ill- 
judged  notion  of  royalty,  that  is, 
of  pride,  idlenefs,  or  fome  fimilar 
padion,  which  prefers  the  exercife 
of  an  unjuft  and  cruel  defpotifm 
over  wretched  ftaves,  to  that  of  a 
legitimate  and  friendly  power, 
over  a  free  and  happy  people.  Ar¬ 
bitrary  power  is  a  thoughtlefs  child, 
who  continually  facrifices  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  the  prefent. 

The  moll  redoubtable  enemy  of 
the  public  welfare,  is  not  riot 
or  fedition,  but  defpotifm  :  it 
changes  the  charadler  of  a  nation, 
and  always  for  the  vvorfcj*.  it  pro¬ 
duces  nothing  but  vices.  What¬ 
ever  might  be  the  power  of  an  In-  < 
dian  fultan,  he  could  neter  form 
magnanimous  fubjedls  ;  he  would 
never  find  among  his  ftaves  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  free  men.  Chymiftry  can 
extradi  no  more  gold  from  a  mixed 
body  than  it  includes  ;  and  the 
moft  arbitrary  power  can  draw  no¬ 
thing  from  a  ftave  but  the  bafenefs 
he  contains. 

Experience  then  proves  that  the 
charadler  and  fpirit  of  a  people 
change  with  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  a  different  go¬ 
vernment  gives  by  turns,  to  the 
fame  nation,  a  charafter  noble  or 
bafe,  firm  or  fickle,  courageous  or 
cowardly.  Men  therefore  are  en¬ 
dowed  at  their  birth,  either  with 
no  difpofition,  or  w'ith  difpofitions 
to  all  vices  and  all  virtues';  they 
are  therefore  nothing  more  than 
the  produce  of  their  education.  If 
the  Perfian  have  no  idea  of  liberty, 
and  the  favage  no  idea  of  fervitude. 


it  is  theeffedl  of  their  different  in- 
ftrudlion. 

Why,  fay  ftrangers,  do  w'e  per¬ 
ceive  at  once,  in  all  the  French, 
the  fame  fpirit,  and  the  lame  cha- 
radler,  like  the  fame  phyftognorny 
in  all  Negroes?  Becaufe  the  French 
do  not  judge  or  think  for  them- 
felves,'  but  after  the  people  ia 
power.  Their  manner  of  judging 
for  this  reafon  mull  be  fufticiently 
uniform.  It  is  with  Frenchmen  aa 
with  their  wives  :  when  they  paint 
themfelves,  and  go  to  a  public 
fhovv,  they  all  feem  of  the  famei 
complexion.  I  know  that  with 
attention  we  can  always  difeover 
between  the  charafters  and  under- 
ftandings  of  individuals  ;  but  to 
do  this  requires  time. 

The  ignorance  of  the  French, 
the  iniquity  of  their  police,  and 
the  influence  of  their  clergy,  ren¬ 
der  them  in  general  more  like  each 
other  than  men  of  other  countries. 
Now  if  fuch  be  the  influence  of  the 
form  of  government  on  the  manners 
and  charadler  of  a  people,  what  al¬ 
teration  in  the  ideas  and  charadlers 
of  individuals  ought  not  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  alterations  that  hap.- 
pen  in  their  fortune  and  fitua- 
tion  I 


On  the  Caiifes  of  the  Decadency  of  an 
Empre  ;  from  the  fame. 

f  ■  introduflion  and  im- 

^  provement  of  the  arts  and 
fciences  in  an  empire  do  not  occa- 
fion  its  decadency  ;  but  the  fame 
caufes  that  accelerate  the  progrefs 
of  the  fciences,  fometimes  produce 
the  moft  fatal  effefts. 

There  are  nations  where,  by  a 
peculiar  ferics  of  circumftances,  the 
feeds  of  the  arts  and  fciences  do 

not 
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not  fpring  up  till  the  moment  the 
manners  begin  to  corrupt. 

A  certain  number  of  men  af- 
femble  to  form  a  fociety.  Thefe 
men  found  a  city :  their  neigh¬ 
bours  fee  it  rife  up,  with  a  jealous 
eye.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
forced  to  be  at  once  labourers  and 
foldiers,  make  ufe  by  turns  of  the 
fpade  and  the  fword.  What  in 
fuch  a  country  is  the  necelfary 
fcience  and  virtue  ?  The  military 
art  and  valour ;  they  alone  are 
there  refpe(5led.  Every  other 
fcience  and  virtue  is  there  un¬ 
known.  Such  was  the  hate  of  rif- 
ing  Rome  :  when  weak  and  fur- 
rounded  by  warlike  nations,  it 
with  difficulty  fuftafned  their  at¬ 
tacks.  Its  glory  and  power  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  whole  earth  ;  it 
acquired  however  the  one  and  the 
other  but  llowly  :  ages  of  triumphs 
were  neceffary  to  fubjedl  their 
neighbours.  Now  when  the  fur- 
rounding  nations  were  fubdued, 
there  arofe,  from  the  form  of  their 
government,  civil  wars,  which 
were  fucceeded  by  thofe  with  fo¬ 
reigners  ;  fo  that  it  cannot  be 
imagined,  while  the  citizens  were 
engaged  in  the  different  employ¬ 
ments  of  magiilrates  and  foldiers, 
and  inceffantly  agitated  with  llrong 
hopes  and  fears,  they  could  enjoy 
the  leifure  and  tranquility  neceffary 
to  the  fUidy  of  the  Iciences. 

In  every  country  where  thefe 
events  fucceed  each  other  in  a  re¬ 
gular  ftries,  the  only  period  fa¬ 
vourable  to  letters  is,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  that  when  the  civil  wars,  the 
troubles  and  fadions  being  extin- 
guiihed,  liberty  is  expiring,  as  in 
the  time  of  Auguflus,  under  the 
llrokes  of  defpotifm.  Now  this 
period  precedes,  but  a  fhort  time, 


the  decadency  of  an  empire.  The 
arts  and  fciences  however  then 
flourifh ;  and  that  for  two  rea- 
Tons. 

The  firfi  is  the  force  of  men^s  ^ 
paflions.  In  the  firft  moments  of 
flavery,  their  minds,  hill  agitated 
by  the  remembrance  of  their  loft 
liberty,  are  like  the  Tea  after  a 
tempeft.  The  citizen  ftill  burns 
with  a  defire  to  render  himfelf  il- 
luftrious  ;  but  his  fituation  is  al¬ 
tered.  He  cannot  have  his  bull 
placed  by  that  of  Timoleon,  Pelo- 
pidas,  or  Brutus.  He  cannot  de¬ 
liver  his  name  down  to  pofterity 
as  the  deftroyer  of  tyrants,  and 
the  avenger  of  liberty.  His  ftatue 
may  however  be  placed  by  thofe 
of  Homer,  Epicurus,  or  Archi¬ 
medes.  This  he  knows,  and  there¬ 
fore  if  there  be  but  one  fort  of 
glory  to  which  he  can  afpire,  if  it 
be  with  the  laurels  of  the  Mufes 
alone  that  he  can  be  crowned,  it 
is  in  the  career  of  the  arts  and 
fciences  he  prepares  to  feek  them, 
and  it  is  then  that  arife  illaf- 
trious  men  of  every  literary  profef- 
fion. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  caufes  is  the 
intereft  fovereigns  then  have  to  en¬ 
courage  the  progrefs  of  the  fcien-, 
ces.  At  the  moment  that  defpo- 
tiim  is  eftabliihed,  what  does  the 
monarch  defire?  To  infpire  his 
fiibjedls  with  a  love  of  the  arts  and 
iciences.  What  does  he  fear  ? 
That  they  ihould  reffedl  on  their 
fetters,  bluih  at  their  fervitude,  and 
again  turn  their  looks  toward  li¬ 
berty.  He  would  therefore  by 
employing  their  minds  make  them 
forget  their  bafe  condition.  He 
confequently  prefen ts  them  with 
new  objefts  of  glory.  As  an  hy¬ 
pocritical  fautor  of  the  arts  and 

fciences. 
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fciences,  he  fliows  the  more  rei^ard 
to  the  man  of  g^enius  the  more  he 
feels  the  want  of  his  eulogies. 

The  manners  of  a  nation  do  not 
change  the  moment  defpotifm  is 
ehablilhcd.  I'he  fpiritofthe  peo¬ 
ple  is  free  fome  time  after  their 
hands  are  tied.  During  thefe  firll 
moments  ilkulrious  men  dill  pre- 
ferve  fome  con fi deration.  The  tv- 
rant  therefore  loads  them  with  fa¬ 
vours,  that  they  m.ay  load  him 
with  praifes,  and  men  of  great  ta¬ 
lents  are  too  often  feduced  to  be¬ 
come  the  panegyrifts  of  ufurpation 
and  tyranny. 

What  motives  can  induce  them 
to  it?  Sometimes  meannefs,  and 
frequently  gratitude.  It  muft  be. 
confelTed,  that  every  great  revolu¬ 
tion  in  an  empire  fuppofes  great 
talents  in  him  by  whom,  it  is  pro¬ 
duced,  or  at  lead  fome  brilliant 
vice,  that  adonifhment  and  gra¬ 
titude  metamorphofe  into  vir¬ 
tue. 

Such  is,  at  the  tim.e  of  the  eda- 
blifhment  of  defpotifm,  the  pro¬ 
ductive  caufe  of  great  accomplifh- 
ments  in  the  arts  and  fciences.  The 
fil'd  moments  pad,  if  the  fame 
country  become  barren  in  men 
of  talent,  it  is  becaufe  the  ty¬ 
rant  being  then  well  edablidied  on 
his  throne  is  no  longer  in  want  of 
their  adidance.  So  that  the  reign 
of  the  arts  and  fciences  in  a  da  e 
feldom  extends  above  a  century  or 
two.  The  aloe  is  an  emblem  of 
the  produftion  of  the  fciences  in 
every  date :  a  hundred  years  are 
neceffary  to  drengthen  its  root  and 
and  make  it  put  forth  its  branches, 
it  then  dioots  up,  dow'ers,  and 
dies. 

If  in  each  empire  the  fciences 
jud  fhoot  up  and  then  wither,  it 
is  becaufe  the  motives  proper  to 


produce  men  of  genius,  do  not 
commonly  exert  themfelvcs  there 
more  than  once.  It  is  at  the  high- 
ed  period  of  grandeur,  that  a  na¬ 
tion  commonly  produces  the  fruits 
of  the  arts  and  fciences.  While 
three  or  four  generations  of  illuf- 
trious  men  pafs  away,  the  people 
change  their  manners,  and  fink 
into  fervitude  ;  their  minds  have 
lod  their  energy  ;  there  is  no 
drong  padion  remains  to  put  them 
in  adion.  The  tyrant  no  longer 
excites  the  people  to  the  purfuit' 
of  any  kind  of  glory.  It  is  not 
talents,  but  bafenefs,  he  now  ho¬ 
nours  :  and  genius,  if  it  dill  re¬ 
main,  lives  and  dies  unknown  to 
its  own  country ;  it  is  like  the 
orange-tree,  that  dourifhes,  •  per- ' 
fumes  the  air,  and  dies  in  a  de¬ 
fart. 

Defpotifm,  wdiile  it  is  gaining 
ground,  fufFers  men  to  fay  what 
they  will,  while  th^y  fuffer  it  to 
do  what  it  will :  but  once  eda- 
blifhed,  it  forbids  all  talking, 
writing,  or  thinking.  The  minds 
of  men  then  fink  into  an  apa¬ 
thy  :  all  the  inhabitants  become 
flaves,  curfe  the  bread  that  gave 
them  milk,  and  under  fuch  a  go¬ 
vernment,  every  new  birth  is  an 
incrcafe  of  mifery. 

Genius,  there  chained,  drags  its 
irons  heavily  along ;  it  does  not 
fly,  it  creeps.  The  fciences  are 
negleded  ;  ignorance  is  honour¬ 
ed,  and  every  man  of  difeern- 
ment  declared  an  enemy  to  the 
date.  In  the  kingdom  of  the 
blind,  who  is  the  mod  odious  ? 
He  that  can  fee  clearly.  If  the 
blind  feize  him,  his  dedrudlion  is 
certain.  Now,  in  the  empire  of  ig¬ 
norance,  the  fame  fate  attends  the 
enlightened  inhabitant.  The  prefs 
is  there  the  more  redrained,  as  the 
c  view. 
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views  of  the  minifler  are  more  coii'- 
fined.  Under  the  reign  of  a  Fre¬ 
derick,  or  an  Antoninus,  we  may 
fay  what  we  will,  think  and  write 
■what  we  will :  under  other  reigns 
we  muft  be  filent. 

The  underitanding  of  the  prince 
is  always  raanifeftcd  by  the  elleem 
and  confideration  he  pays  to  ta¬ 
lents.  The  favour  he  Ihows  them, 
far  from  injuring,  benefits  the 
ilate. 

The  arts  and  fciences  are  the 
glory  of  a  nation,  and  increafe  its 
profperity.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
defpotifm  alone,  which  is  intereft- 
ed  at  firil  in  protedling  them,  and 
not  to  the  fciences  themfelves,  we 
ihould  attribute  the  decadence  of 
an  empire.  When  the  fovereign  of 
a  mighty  nation  has  put  on  the 
crown  of  arbitrary  power,  the 
people  become  daily  more  enfee» 
bled* 

The  pomp  of  an  Eaftern  em¬ 
pire,  can  without  doubt  impofe  On 
the  vulgar,  who  may  eftimate  the 
force  of  the  nation,  by  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  its  palaces.  The  wife 
man  judges  diiierently;  it  is  by 
that  very  magnificence,  he  elli- 
mates  its  weaknefs.  He  fees  no¬ 
thing  more  in  that  impofing  pomp, 
in  the  midftof  which  the  tyrant  fits 
enthroned,  than  a  fumptuous  and 
mournful  decoration  of  the  dead  ; 
than  the  apparatus  of  a  fiilldous 
funeral,  in  the  center  of  which  is 
a  cold  and  lifelefs  body,  a  lump 
of  unanimated  earth  :  in  lliort,  a 
phantom  of  power,  ready  to  dif- 
appear  before  the  enemy  by  whom 
it  is  defpifed.  A  great  nation, 
where  defpotic  power  is  at  lafl:  efta- 
blilhed,  refembles  an  oak  that  has 
been  crowned  by  ages.  Its  ma- 
jefiic  trunk,  and  the  largenefs  of 
Its  branches,  ftill  declare  its  prif- 


tine  force,  and  grandeur  ;  it  feems 
ftill  to  be  the  monarch  of  the  woods, 
but  its  true  fiate  is  that  of  deca¬ 
dency  ;  its  branches  defpoiled  of 
their  leaves,  and  defiitute  of  the 
fpirit  of  life,  are  half- withered, 
and  feme  of  them  continually 
broken  off  by  the  wind.  Such  is 
the  date  of  a  nhtion  fubdued  by 
arbitrary  power* 


Letters  from  Lord  Chefierfield  to  Al¬ 
derman  George  Faulkner* 

Bath,  Nov* 

MY  GOOD  FRIEND, 

I  ALWAYS  expe6l  your  packets 
with  impatience,  and  receive 
them  with  pleafure  ;  but  that  plea- 
fure  would  be  much  more  complete, 
if  fome  produdlions  of  your  own 
now  and  then  accompanied  the  ex¬ 
cellent  ones  which  you  fend  me  of 
other  people*  I  muft  freely  tell 
you,  that  you  have  been  lontj 
enoup;h  the  celebrated  and  fuccefs- 
ful  man-midwife  of  other  people’s 
conceptions,  and  it  is  now  high 
time  that  you  Ihould  take  up  the 
other  end  of  the  bufinefs,  and  be¬ 
get,  conceive,  and  bear  fruit  your- 
felf*  The  moft  illuftrious  of  your 
predeceffors  did  fo.  The  Ste¬ 
phens’s,  the  Aldufes,  and  many 
others,  afted  as  men-midwives  to 
the  greateft  authors  ;  but  then  they 
adted  as  men  too,  and  bepot,  as 
well  as  delivered  :  and  indeed  there 
is  fuch  a  relation  and  connexion 
between  thofe  two  operations,  that 
it  is  next  to  impoftible  that  one 
who  has  been  fo  able  as  you  have 
been  in  the  one,  fliould  be  defi¬ 
cient  in  the  other.  You  have  more¬ 
over  one  advantage  which  the  great- 
eft  of  your  typographical  prede¬ 
ceffors  had  not.  They  were  ne- 
I  ve.r 
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Ver  perfonalJy  acquainted  with  Ho¬ 
race,  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  others, 
whofe  produftions  they  brought  to 
Jighr,  but  were  obliged  to  Exhibit 
them  in  the  always- imperfei^,  of¬ 
ten-deformed,  Hate  in  which  they 
found  them,  in  ragged  and  worm- 
eaten  vellum  and  parchment. 
Whereas  you  have  been  always  at 
the  fountain  head  ;  you  have  not 
only  printed  and  read,  but  you 
have  heard  Swift,  Berkeley,  and 
all  the  bell  authors  of  the  Irifh 
Auguftan  age.  You  have  converfed 
with,  you  have  been  informed,  and 
to  my  knowledge  confulted  by 
them.  Should  you  alk  me,  my 
friend,  what  fort  of  work  I  would 
particularly  point  out  to  you,  I  can 
only  anfwer,  confult  your  genius, 
which  will  bell:  diredt  you  ;  if  it 
does  not  lead  you,  or  rather  hurry 
you,  whether  you  will  or  not,  into 
poetry,  do  not  attempt  verfe,  but 
take  the  more  common  manner  of 
writing,  which  is  profe.  Cicero 
himfelf  had  better  have  done  fo. 
A  Typographia  Hibtrnka,  which  no 
man  in  the  kingdom  is  more  capa¬ 
ble  of  doing  well  than  yourfelfj 
would  be  a  ufeful  work,  and  be¬ 
coming  your  charadfer.  I  do  not 
Jrecomniend  to  you  any  ludicrous 
performances  :  they  inuft  flow  na¬ 
turally,  or  they  are  good  for  no¬ 
thing  ;  and  though,  were  it  only 
by  your  long  and  amicable  colliflon 
with  Sheridan,  Delany,  Swift, 
and  others,  yon  mull:  be  very 
llrongly  impregnated  with  parti¬ 
cles  of  wit  and  humour,  yet  1  take 
Vour  natural  turn  to  be  grave  and 
philofophical.  A  coliediion  of 
jinas  would  admit  of  all  fubjedls, 
■and,  in  a  volume  or  two  of  Swif- 
tiana,  you  might  both  c-ive  and 
take  a  I'ample  of  yourl'el-k  by  flip¬ 
ping  in  fome  Faulkneriana ;  the 
VoL.  XX.  177-7. 
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fuccefs  of  which  would,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  engage  you  to  go  further.. 
Biography  fliould,  in  my  mind, 
be  your  next  ftep,  for  which  you 
appear  to  be  thoroughly  qualified, 
by  the  clear  and  impartial  ac¬ 
counts,  which  your  hebdomadal 
labours  give  of  the  deaths  of  all 
people  of  note.  Hillory  would 
foon  follow,  which  in  truth  you 
have  been  waiting  thefe  many  years, 
though  perhaps  without  thinking 
fo  :  w'hat  is  hiftory  but  a  coiledtioii 
of  facts  and  dates  ?  your  Journal 
is  a  collection  of  faCts  and  dates ; 
then,  what  is  your  Journal  but 
hiftory  ?  Our  friend,  the  chief  ba-^ 
ron,  with  whom  I  have  often  talk¬ 
ed  upon  this  fubjeCt,  has  always 
agreed  with  me,  that,  in  the  fit- 
nefs  of  things,  it  was  neceflary 
you  Ihouid  be  kn  author,  and  I  am. 
very  fure  that,  if  you  confult  him, 
he  will  join  with  me  in  exhorting 
you  to  fet  about  it  forth withi 
Whenever  you  aflTume  that  cha¬ 
racter,  I  claim  a  Very  ftrong  dedi¬ 
cation  with  the  firft  copy  of  the 
work,  as  an  old  friend,  whichj 
joking  apart,  I  fincerely  am,  and 

Your  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield*. 

My  worthy  Friend,  Srp‘t!t5r.l5  J. 

THOUGH  I  am  very  forry  for 
your  quarrels  in  Ireland,  by  which 
i  am  fure  the  public  muft  fufler, 
let  who  will  prevail,  I  gladly  ac¬ 
cept  your  kind  offer  of  fending  mo 
the  controverflal  productions  of  the 
biiiligerant  parties.  Pray  do  not 
think  any  of  thofe  polemical  pieces 
too  low,  too  grub-ftreet,  or  too 
fcurrilous  to  fend  me ;  for  I  have 
leifure  to  read  them  all,  and  pre¬ 
fer  them  infinitely  to  all  other 
O  coutro- 
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controverfial  performances.  1  h^ve 
often  wifhed,  and  vvi(h  it  now  more 
than  ever,  that  you  were  in  par¬ 
liament,  where,  in  my  opinion, 
your  coolnefs,  gravity,  and  impar¬ 
tiality,  would  greatly  contribute  to 
calm  if  not  to  cure  thofe  animofi- 
t^es.  Virgil  feems  prophetically  to 
have  pointed  at  you,  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  a  perfon  qualified  to 
footh  and  moderate  popular  tumults. 
Thefe  are  the  lines,  which  will 
perhaps  be  more  intelligent  to  us 
both  in  Dryden’s  tranllation,  than 
in  the  original : 

If  then  fome  grave  and  pious  man  appear, 
They  huft  their  noife,  and  lend  a  liften- 
ing  ear ; 

tJe  fooths,  with  Ibber  words,  their  angry 
mood. 

And  quenches  their  innate  dehre  of  blood. 

I  am  not  very  fuperftidous ;  but  I 
am  perfuaded  that,  if  you  were 
to  try  the  Sortes  J^irgiliance,  you 
would  open  the  book  at  the  very 
place.  That  incomparable  and  re¬ 
ligious  prince,  king  Charles  the 
iirll,  confulted  them  with  great 
faith,  and  to  his  great  informa¬ 
tion. 

There  is  one  thing  which  I  would 
rather  know,  than  all  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties  in  Ireland  fay  or  write 
againfi;  each  other,  and  that  is, 
your  real  fentirrtents  upon  the  whole; 
but  all  that  I  know  of  them  is,  that 
I  fliall  never  know  them  ;  fuch  is 
your  candour,  and  fuch  is  your 
•caution.  The  celebrated  Atticas 
feems  to  have  been  your  pro¬ 
totype.  He  kept  well  with  all 
parties,  fo  do  you ;  he  was  trufled 
and  confulted  by  individuals  on 
ail  Tides,  fo  are  you ;  he  wrote 
fome  hiftories,  fo  have  you  ;  he 
was  the  moft  eminent  bookfeiler  of 
the  age  he  lived  in,  fo  are  youj 


and  he  died  immenfely  rich,  and 
fo  will  you.  It  is  true  he  was  a 
knight,  and  you  are  not,  but  that 
you  know  is  your  own  fault ;  and 
he  was  an  epicurean,  and  you  are  a 
lloic. 

jf 

For  the  next  feven  weeks  pray 
dire6l  your  pacquets  to  me  at  Bath, 
where  I  am  going  next  week,  as 
deaf  as  ever  your  friend  the  dean 
was,  and  full  as  much,  though  not 
fo  profitably. 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

^  Chesterfield. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to 
your  friend  Mr.  Brihow  when  you 
fee  him. 


My  worthy  Friend, 


London, Jan, 
4>  1763* 


MANY  thanks  to  you  for  your 
letter,  many  thanks  to  you  for  your 
almanack,  and  more  thanks  to  you 
for  your  friend  Swift’s  Works,  in 
which  laft,  to  borrow  an  expreffion 
of  Cibber’s,  you  have  outdone 
your  ufual  outcloings ;  for  the  paper 
is  whit-ifli,  and  the  ink  is  black- 
ilh.  Tonly  vvifh  that  the  margin 
had  been  a  little  broader  ;  how¬ 
ever,  without  flattery,  its  beats  El- 
ziver,  Aldus,  Vafcolan,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that,  in  feven  or 
eight  hundred  years,  the  learned 
and  the  curious  in  thofe  times,  will, 
like  the  learned  and  curious  in 
thefe,  who  prefer  the  impreflion  of 
a  book  to  the  matter  of  it,  colledl 
with  pains  and  expence  all  th« 
books  that  were  publifhed  ex  Ty- 
pographia  Faulkneriana.  —  But  I 
am  impatient  to  congratulate  you 
upon  your  late  triumph  ;  you  have 
made  (if  you  will  forgive  a  quib¬ 
ble  upon  id  ferious  a  lubjeft)  your 
enemy  your  foot-ftool ;  a  viftory 
which  the  divine  Socrates  had  not 

influence 
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influence  enough  to*  obtain  at 
Athens  over  Ariftophanes,  nor  thq 
great  Pompey  at  Rome,  over  the 
aclor  who  had  the  infolence  to 
abufe  him  under  the  naVie  of  Mag¬ 
nus,  by  w'hich  he  was  univerfally 
known,  and  to  tell  him  from  the 
flage,  Miferiis  nojiris  Magnus  Mag¬ 
nus  es.  A  man  of  lefs  philofophy 
than  yourfelf,  would,  perhaps,  have 
chaflifed  Mr.  Foote  corporally,  and 
have  made  him  feel  that  your 
wooden  leg  which  he  mimicked, 
had  an  avenging  arm  to  protedl 
it ;  but  you  fcorned  fo  inglorious 
a  victory,  and  called  jultice  and 
the  laws  of  your  country  to  pu- 
nifli  the  criminal,  and  to  avenge 
your  caufe.  You  triumphed  ;  and 
I  heartily  join  my  weak  voice  to  the 
loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citi¬ 
zens  of  Dublin  upon  this  occafion. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  fome  of 
your  many  tributary  wits  have  al¬ 
ready  prefented  you  with  gratula- 
tory  poems,  odes,  &c.  upon  this 
fubjeft  :  1  own  I  had  fome  thoughts 
myfelf  of  infcribing  a  Ihort  poem 
to  you  upon  your  triumph  :  but  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  when  I  had 
writ  not  above  two  thoufand  verfes 
of  it,  my  mufe  forfook  me,  my 
poetic  vein  flopped,  I  threw  away 
my  pen,  and  1  burned  my  poem, 
to  the  irreparable  lofs  not  only  of 
the  prefent  age,  but  alfo  of  latefl 
poflerity. 

I  very  ferioufly  and  fincerely  wifh 
you  a  great  many  very  happy  new 
years,  and  am 

Your  moll  faithful 

friend  and  fervant. 
Chesterfield. 

I  like  your  meffenger,  young 
Dunkin,  mightily :  he  is  a  very 
fenfible  w’ell- behaved  young  man. 


An  Epitaph,  by  Dr.  Percival, 

To  the  Memory 
of 

Sylvia  - , 

A  chearful  companion  ; 
faithful  friend  j 
and 

real  Philofopher, 

if 

.  Obedience  to  God, 
Conformity  to  Nature, 
and  Benevolence  to  Man  j 
with  unafFeded  indifference 
to 

Profit,  Power,  or  Fame, 
be  true'  Philofophy. 

She 

mingled  in  all  companies, 
yet  preferved 

her  native  fimplicity  of  manners  5 
and 

W'as  carelTed  by  the  profligate, 
vvhilil  ihe  reproved  their 
Vices, 

by  her  good  example. 

Her  Religion 

was  untainted  wdth  Bigotry, 
although  fhe  doubted  of  no 
Articles  of  Faith  ; 
and 

fhe  fleadily  maintained 
Paflive  Obedience  and  Non- reiifrance, 
without  becoming 
a  Partizan  in  Politics. 
Spotlefs  as  a  Saint 
fhe  lived  ;  and  died  a  Martyr.  * 
This  Monument 

blazons  no  feigned  Virtues  of  the 
Dead, 

to  flatter  the  Vanity  of  the 
Living  ; 

for  it  is  erefted  not  to  a 
W  O  .M  A  N  , 
but 

a  Spaniel. f 


*  To  the  apprehenfions  of  canine  madnefs;  fee  Dr.  Percival’s  Moral  Tales,  -vpl.  2’ 
pag.  62. 

+  A  monument,  in  Lord  Temple’s  gardens  at  Stowe,  fuggefted  this  infcnption. 
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O  D  for  the,  N  E  W  -  Y  E  A  R,  1777. 

Written  hy  W.  Whitehead,  Efq, 

Again  imperial  Winter’s  fway 
Bids  the  earth  and  air  obey, 

Throws  o’er  yon  hollile  lakes  his  icy  bar. 

And,  for  a  while,  fufpends  the  rage  of  war. 

O  may  it  ne’er  revive  ! - Ye  wife,  - 

Ye  jail,  ye  virtuous,  and  ye  brave,  ^ 

Leave  fell  contention  to  the  fons  of  vice. 

And  join  your  powers  to  fave. 

Enough  of  daughter  have 'ye  known. 

Ye  wayward  children  of  a  diftant  clime  ; 

For  you  we  heave  the  kindred  groan. 

We  pity  your  misfortune  and  your  crime. 

Stop,  parricides,  the  blow,  ' 

O  find  another  foe  !  ,  v 

And  hear  a  parent’s  dearrequeft. 

Who  longs  to  clafp  you  to  her  yielding  breaft. 

What  change  would  ye  require  ?  What  form 
Ideal,  floats  in  fancy’s  fky  ? 

Ye  fond  enthufiafts,  break  the  charm. 

And  let  cool  reafon  clear  the  mental  eye. 

On  Britain’s  well 'mix’d  ftate  alone 
\  True  liberty  has  fix’d  her  throne. 

Where  law,  not  man,  an  equal  rule  maintains :  ^ 

Can  freedom  e’er  be  found  where  many  a  tyrant  reigns  ? 

United,  let  us  all  thofe  bleflings  find. 

The  God  of  nature  meant  mankind. 

Whate’er  of  error,  ill  redrefl, 

Whate’er  of  paflion,  ill  reprefl, 

Whate’er  the  wicked  have  conceived. 

And  folly’s  heedlefs  fons  believ’d. 

Let  all  lie  buried  in  oblivion’s  flood, 

And  our  great  cement  be,  the  public  good. 
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O  Ti  for  his  majesty's  Birth-day,  1777. 
JVritten  hy  W.  Whitehead,  Bfq. 


Driven  out  from  Heav'n's  etherial  domes. 
On  earth  infadate  Difcord  roams,  ^ 

And  fpreads  her  baleful  influence  far: 

On  wretched  man  her  fcorpion  flings 
Around  th'  infidious  fury  flings, 

Corroding  every  blifs,  and  fharp’ning  every  care. 
Hence,  demon,  hence  1  in  tenfold  night 
Thy  Stygian  fpells  employ. 

Nor  with  thy  prefence  blaft  the  light 
'Of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  Britain  gives  to  joy. 

But  come,  thou  fofter  deity, 

Faireft  Unanimity  ! 

Nut  more  fair  the  flar  that  leads 
Bright  Aurora's  glowing  fteeds. 

Or  on  Helper’s  front  that  fliines 
When  the  garifli  day  declines ; 

Bring  thy  ufual  train  along, 

Feftive  dance  and  choral  fong, 

Loofe-rob’d  fport,  from  folly  free. 

And  mirth,  chaftis’d  by  decency. 


Enough  of  war  the  penflve  Mule  has  fung. 

Enough  of  daughter  trembled  on  her  tongue  ; 

Fairer  profpefts  let  her  bring 

Than  hoflile  fields  and  fcenes  of  blool  ; 

If  happier  hours  are  on  the  wing. 

Wherefore  damp  the  coming  good  ? 

If  again  our  tears  mufl  flow. 

Why  foreflal  the  future  woe  ? 

Bright-eye’d  Hope,  thy  pleafing  power 
Gilds  at  leaft  the  prefent  hour. 

Every  anxious  thought  beguiles, 

Drefles  every  face  in  fmiles. 

Nor  lets  one  tranfient  cloud  the  blifs  deftroy 
Of  that  aufpicious  day,  which  Britain  gives  to  joy, 

I 

epilogue  to  the  Tragedy  of  Semiramis. 

'  Written  hy  R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq. 

Spoken  by  Mrs.  Yates. 


DISHEVELL'D  flill,  like  Afia's  bleeding  Queen, 
Shall  I  with  jells  deride  the  tragic  fcene? 

O  3 
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No, 
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No,  beauteous  mourners ! — fr^m  whofe  downcaft  eyes-« 

The  Mufe  has  drawn  her  nobleft  facrifice  ! 

Whofe  gentle  bofoms,  Pity’s  Altars — bear 
The  cryilal  incenfe  of  each  falling  tear  !-— 

There  lives  the  Poets  praife  !  no  Critic  art 
Can  match  the  comment  of  a  feeling  heart ! 

When  gen’ral  plaudits  fpeak  the  Fable  o’er —  ' 

Which  mute  attention  had  approv’d  before, 

Tho’  ruder  fpirits  love  th’  accullom’d  jell  i 

Which  chafes  forrow  from  the  vulgar  bread:. 

Still  hearts  refin’d  their  fadden’d  tint  retain — 

The  figh  is  pleafure  !  and  the  jell  is  pain  ! — 

Scarce  have  they  fmiles,  to  honour  grace,  or  wit, 

— Tho’  Rofcius  fpoke  the  verfe  himfelf  had  writ ! 

Thus  thro’  the  time>  when  vernal  fruits  receive 
The  grateful  Ihow’rs  that  hang  on  April’s  eve ; 

Tho’  every  coarfer  dem  of  Forell  birth 
Throws  with  the  morning  beam  its  dews  to  earth, 

• — Ne’er  does  the  gentle  Rofe  revive  fo  foon,  _ 

But,  bath’d  in  nature’s  tears,  it  droops  ’till  noon. 

O  could  the  Mufe  one  limple  moral  teach  1 
From  fcenes  like  thefe,  which  all  who  heard  might  reach!— 

Thou  child  of  fympathy — whoe’er  thou  art. 

Who  with  Alfyria’s  Queen  haft  wept  thy  part,— 

Go  fearch,  where  keener  woes  demand  relief, 

Go— while  thy  heart  yet  beats  with  fancy’d  grief; 

Thy  lip  ftill  confcious  of  the  recent  figh. 

The  graceful  tear  ftill  ling’ring  in  thy  eye, — 

Go — and  on  real  mifery  bellow 
The  blefs’d  effufion  of  fictitious  woe  ! 

* 

So  lhall  pur  Mufe,  fupreme  of  all  the  nine. 

Defer ve,  indeed,  the  title  of— Divine — 

Virtue  lhall  own  her  favour’d  from  above. 

And  Pity — greet  her — with  a  filler’s  love. 

PROLOGUE  to  the  Word  to  the  Wise,  performed  for  the  Be- 
nefit  of  Mrs.  Keely  and  her  Children.  By  Dr.  Johnson. 

spoken  hy  Mr.  Hull. 

TFIIS  night  prefen ts  a  play,  which  public  rage. 

Or-  right,  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  ftage. 

From  zeal  or  malice  now  no  more  we  dread. 

For  Englilh  vengeance  wars  not  with  the  dead. 

A  generous  foe  regards,  with  pitying  eye, 

The  man  whom  Fate  has  laid  where  all  mull  lie. 


To 


POETRY. 

To  wit,  reviving  from  its  author’s  tluft, 

Be  kind,  ye  judges,  or  at  leaft  be  juil; 

For  no  renew’d  hoftilities  invade 
Th’  oblivious  grave’s  inviolable  (hade. 

Let  one  great  payment  every  claim  appeafe, 

,  And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  pleafe ; 

To  pleafe  by  fcenes  unconlcious  of  oftence. 

By  harmlefs  merriment,  or  ufeful  fenfe. 

Where  aught  of  bright,  or  fair,  the  piece  dlfplays, 
Approve  it  only — ’tis  too  late  to  praife. 

If  w'ant  of  (kill,  or  want  of  care,  appear. 

Forbear  to  hifs — the  poet  cannot  hear. 

By  all,  like  him,  mull  praife  and  blame  be  found,^. 

At  bell,  a  fleeting  gleam,  or  empty  lound. 

Yet  then  lhall  calm  refleftion  blefs  the  night. 

When  liberal  pity  dignify’d  delight ; 

When  Pleafiwe  fiir’d  her  torch  at  Virtue’s  flame. 

And  Mirth  was  Bounty  with  a  humbler  name. 

Prologue  to  the  school  for  scandal.  ByMr.GhV. 

V. 

spoken  hy  Mr,  King. 

A  SCHOOL  for  Scandal !  Tell  me,  I  befeech  you. 

Needs  there  a  School— this  modifh  art  to  teach  you  ? 
-.No  need  of  leflbns  now — the  knowing  think  ^ 

We  might  as  well  be  taught  to  eat  and  drink. 

Caus’d  by  a  dearth  of  Scandal,  Ihould  the  vapours 
Diflrefs  our  fair-ones— let  ’em  read  the  papers  : 

Their  pow’rful  mixtures  fuch  diforders  hit,  .  ' 

Crave  what  they  will,  there’s  quantum  fuf-icit , 

Lord !  cries  my  Lady  J'Formnvoody  (who  loves  tattle. 

And  puts  much  fait  and  pepper  in  her  prattle) 

Juft  ris’n  at  noon,  all  nighr  at  cards,  when  threlhing 
Strong  tea  and  Scandal— blefs  me,  how  refreftiing! 

Give  me  the  papers,  Lifp — how  bold  and  (fipO^-p^ 

“  Laft  night  Lord  L.‘—(Jips)—w2is  caught  with  Lady  D.’ 

_ For  aching  heads,  what  charming  falvoladle  \  —  (fipO 

“  If  Mrs.  B.  will  ftill  continue  flirting,  _  ^  . 

“  We  hope  Ihe’ll  dra^v,  or  w'e’ll  undra^t  the  curtain.’ 
Fine  fatire,  poz— In  public  all  abufe  it, 

But  by  ourfelves— our  praife  we  can’t  refufe  it. 
Now,  Lifp,  Ttdid  you — there  at  that  dalh  and  ftar  ■ 

Yes,  Ma’am — “  A  certain  Lord  had  beft  beware, 

“'Who  lives  not  twenty  miles  from  Grofv’nor-fquare ; 

For  ftiould  he  Lady  W - find  willing— 

**  kf  ormwood  is  bitter. Oh  !  that  s  me— the  villain  . 
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Throw  it  behind  the  fire,  and  never  more 
Let  that  vile  paper  come  within  my  door. 

Thus  at  our  friends  we  laugh,  who  feel  the  dart^ 

To  reach  our  feelings,  we  ourfelves  muft  fmart. 

Is  our  young  bard  fo  young — to  think  that  he 
Can  flop  the  full  fpring-tide  of  calumny  ? 

Knows  he  the  v/orld  fo  little,  and  its  trade? 

Alas  !  the  Devil’s  fooner  rais’d  than  laid. 

So  ftrong,  fo  fwift,  the  monfter,  there’s  no  gagging  5 
Cut  Scandal’s  head  off — Hill  the  tongue  is  wagging. 

Proud  of  your  fmiles,  once  lavilhly  bellow’d. 

Again  your  young  Don  Quixote  takes  the  road ; 

To  Ihew  his  gratitude-*-he  draws  his  pen. 

And  feeks  this  Hydra  Scandal  in  its  den  \ 

'From  his  fell  gripe  the  frighted  fair  to  fave, 

Tho’  he  fhould  fall — th’  attempt  mull  pleafe  the  brave  5 
For  your  applaufe,  all  perils  he  would  thro’,  % 

Lie’ll  fight — that’s  write — a  cavalliero  true,  C 

’Till  ev’ry  drop  of  blood— that’s  ink— is  fpilt  for  you.  j 

EPILOGUE  to  the  School  for  Scandal. 

Written  by  G.  Colman,  Efq; 

And fpoken  by  Mrs,  Abington,  in  the  C har abler  of  Teazel, 

I  Who  was  late  fo  volatile  and  gay, 

5  Like  a  trade-wind,  mull  no blow  all  one  way. 

Bend  all  my  cares,  my  lludies,  and  my  vows, 

I'o  one  old  ruily  weather-cock— my  fpoufe  ; 

So  wills  our  virtuous  bard!-— the  pyebald  Bayes 
Of  crying  epilogues  and  laughing  plays. 

Old  Batchelors,  who  marry  fmart  young  wives. 

Learn  from  our  play  to  regulate  your  lives ! 

Each  bring  his  dear  to  town — all  faults  upon  her— 

London  will  prove  the  very  fource  of  honour ; 

Plung’d  fairly  in,  like  a  cold  bath,  it  ferves  ' 

When  principles  relax,  to  brace  the  nerves. 

Such  is  my  cafe — and  yet  I  mull  deplore 
That  the  gay  dream  of  diffipation’s  o’er  ; 

And  fay,  ye  fair,  was  ever  lively  wife. 

Born  with  a  genius  for  the  highell  life, 

Like  me,  untimely  blalled  in  her  bloom, 

Like  me,  condemn’d  to  fuch  a  difmal  doom  .? 

^a<ve  money — when  I  juft  knew  how  to  nioajie  it ! 
hea^s  London — ^juft  as  I  began  to  tajie  it! 
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Mufti  then  watch  the  early-crowing  cock? 

The  melancholy  ticking  of  a  clock? 

In  the  lone  ruftic  hall  for'ever  pounded. 

With  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  fqualling  brats,  furrounded  ? 
With  humble  Curates  can  I  now  retire? 

(While  good  Sir  Peter  boozes  with  the  ^Squire,) 

And  at  back-gammon  mortify  my  foul. 

That  pants  for  loo,  -or  flutters  at  a  vole  ? 

Seven’s  the  main  ! — dear  found  ! — that  muft  expire. 

Loft  at  hot-cockles  round  a  Chriftmas  fire  I 
Thetranfient  hour  of  fafhion  too  foon  fpent, 

“  Farewel  the  tranquil  mind,  farewel  content ! 

“  Farewel  the head — the  cuftiion’d 
“  That  takes  the  cuftiion  from  its  proper  feat ! 

“  The  fpirit-ftirring  drum  ! — card-drums  I  mean — 

“  Spadille,  odd  trick,  pam,  bafto,  king  and  queen  ! 

And  you,  ye  knockers,  that  with  brazen  throat 
“  The  welcome  vifitor’s  approach  denote, 

Farewel ! — all  quality  of  high  renown. 

Pride,  pomp,  and  circumftance,  of  glorious  town, 

“  Farewel ! — your  revels  1  partake  no  more, 

“  And  Lady  Teazel’s  occupation’s  o’er.” 

— All  this  1  told  our  bard — he  fmil’d,  and  faid  ’twas  clear 
I 'Ought  to  play  deep  tragedy  next  year  : 

Meanwhile  he  drew  wife  morals  from  his  play. 

And  in  thefe  folemn  periods  ftalk’d  away  : 

“  Bleft  were  the  fair,  like  you  her  faults  whoftopt. 

And  clos’d  her  follies  when  the  curtain  dropc ! 

No  more  in  vice  or  error  to  engage, 

“  Or  play  the  fool  at  large  on  life’s  great  ftage!” 

* 

I 

E  P  I  T  A  P  FI,  hy  Mr.  Garrick,  on  Paul  Whitehead,  Efq\  n.vho 
<vjas  born  ]2in.  2^,  i/io,  and  died 'De,z.  1774. 

Here  lies  a  man  misfortune  could  not  bend,* 

Prais’d  as  a  poet,  honoured  as  a  friend  ! 

Tho’  his  youth  kindled  with  the  love  of  fame. 

Within  his  bofom  glow’d  a  brighter  flame  ! 

Whene’er  his  friends  with  fharp  affliftions  bled. 

And  from  the  wounded  deer  the  herd  was  fled, 

Whitehead  flood  forth,  the  healing  balm  applied. 

Nor  quitted  their  diflrefles — till  he  died. 

D.  G. 

t  , 

*  Alluding,  it  is  imagined,  to  his  long  imprifonment  for  Mr.  Fleetwood. 
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'To  a  LADY  <who  lo<ved  Dancing, 

Written  hy  the  late  Judge  Burnet. 

May  I  prefume,  in  humble  lays. 

My  dancing  fair,  thy  Heps  to  praife  ?— 

While  this  grand  maxim  I  advance. 

That  all  the  world  is  but  a  dance. 

That  human-kind,  both  man  and  wontian, 

Do  da-nce,  is  evident  and  common  ; 

Danjid  himfelf,  that  God-like  King*^ 

We  know  could  dance  as  well  2,^  Jing : 

Folks  who  at  Court  would  keep  their  ground 
Muft  dance  the  year  attendance  round : 

Whole  nations  dance ;  gay  frifking  France 
Has  led  the  nation  many  a  dance  ; 

And  fome  believe  both  France  and  Spain 
Refolve  to  take  us  out  again. 

All  Nature  is  one  hall^  we  find  ; 

The  water  dances  to  the  wind ; 

The  fea  itfelf,  at  night  and  noon, 

Rifes  and  capers  to  the  moon  ; 

The  moon  around  the  earth  does  tread 
A  Chelhire  round  in  buxom  red  ; 

The  earth  and  planets  round  the  fun 
Dance ;  nor  will  their  dance  be  done 
^  Till  Nature  in  one  mafs  is  blended  ; 

Then  we  may  fay,  the  hall  is  ended, 

BATHj  its  BEAUTIES  W  AMUSEMENTS. 

Parnje  ( nec  inojideo)  fine  me  liher  ibis  in  ignem, 

OThou,  who  erft  from  Baials  Yinoking  plain, 

Didll  to  thefe  rocks  transfer  thy  healing  reign  1 
Lord  of  each  Hagnant  and  fulphureous  ditch, 

Great  foe- to  vegetation  and  the  itch  1 
AlTill  my  fong,  infpire  my  votive  lays. 

For  Bath  demands,  and  Bath  deferves  my  praife, 

Bath,  the  divine  Hygeia’s  favour’d  child. 

Where  Pigs  were  once,  and  Princes  now  are  boil’d. 

Where  Arts  and  Elegance  have  fix’d  their  feat. 

And  Graces  ply,  like  cliairmen, — in  the  ftreet ; 

Where  free  from  ling’ring  Education’s  plan. 

By  which  the  brute  is  polilh’d  into  man. 

We  learn  a  Ihorter  and  more  pleafing  road. 

And  grow  (like  beef)  by  Hewing — Alamode. 
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*Tis  here  alone  that  Architecture  frames 
Such  folid  buildings,  with  fuch  founding  names : 

A  Circus^  that  three  ranks  of  columns  boalls — 

Three  ranks  of  columns,  like  three  rows  of  polls ; 

Where  none  to  dang’rous  merit  make  pretence, 

Or  feck  a  painful  fad  pre-eminence. 

No  kind  pilaller  at  that  giddy  height 
Difpels  our  terrors  or  relieves  our  fight, 

Becaufe  we’re  told  (tho’  different  the  name) 

That  malTive  and  majekic  are  the  fame. 

Not  thus  the  Crefcent  towers  thro’  the  air. 

The  proud  Ionic  reigns  unrivard  there; 

Her  pedeftals  are  eas’d  of  half  their  trouble, 

Like  gen’rous  Heeds,  unlit  to  carry  double. 

But  then  Square — within  whofe  center  rail’d 

Like  Take  upon  an  obelilk  impal’d  ; 

Mark,  how  from  fervile  Iqueamilh  order  free. 

The  different  buildings  fweetly  ^^yagree  ! 

This  boaks  a  richer,  that  an  humbler  grace. 

Like  courtiers  in,  and  courtiers  out  of  place! 

But  while  the  Mufe  thro’  lifelefs  rubbifh  krays. 

Say,  can  no  living  wonders  claim  her  lays 
What  names,  what  titles  might  fhe  not  rehearfe  I 
’Twould  almok  make  a  chronicle  in  verfe. 

What  Peers  lak  night  were  melted  drop  by  drop. 

To  fhew  how  well  Right  Honourables  hop, 

(While  thinly  fcatter’d,  poor  Plebeians  flare. 

And  wonder  how  the  devil  they  came  there.) 

What  Nabohsy  rich  in  every  thing  but  fenfe, 

Difplay  their  haughty  dull  magnificence : 

What  Beaux,  whom  Heaven  had  fent  us  for  our  fins. 

To  teach  us  graces,  and  to  kick  ourfhins; 

What  cloud  capt  Belles'— ihall  the  honell  Mufe 
Accept  that  talk  which  Envy  would  refufe  ? 

Shall  fhe  ’gainkHeav’n  exert  her  impious  fkill  ? 

For  tho’  conceal’d  by  clouds,  ’tis  Heaven  kill. 

To  you,  ye  fnarling,  fcribbling,  fceptic  crew. 

Who  in  perfeftion’s  felf  fome  flaw  can  view  ; 

You,  who  unmov’d  on  Julia’s  felf  can  gaze, 

“  While  o’er  her  cheek  the  foft  fm'ile  trembling  plays* 

Whom,  nor  the  piercing  glance  of  confcious  fenfe,  ^ 

Nor  the  meek  eye  of  anxious  diffidence  ; 

To  fomething  like  humanity  can  move — 

Whom  gods  might  fear,  and.  devils  cannot  love  — 

To  you  th’  unmanly  cenfure  I  reiign, — 

Td  love,  to  pity,  to  protefl,  be  mine* 

*  Canioens* 

■  But 
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But  foft — behold  new  game  appears  in  vlew-^ 

Obferve  that  bufy,  fluttering,  noify  crew  I 
They’re  all  Apollo’s  fon  from  top  to  bottom — 

Tho’  poor  Apollo  wonders  where  he  got  them  I 
See  how  they  hurry  to  that  hallow’d  Ihrine — 

That  facred  feat  of  Sappho  and  the  Nine  ; 

Where  plac’d  on  quarries  of  the  purefl;  ftone. 

The  red  brick  ihines  unrival’d  and  alone  : 

Blefs  us^ — what  toil,  what  coft  has  been  beftow’d^ 

To  give  that  profpedt — of  the  London  road  I 
Our  admiration  knows  not  where  to  fix — 

Here  a  cafcade,  and  there  a  coach  and  fix  I 
Within  a  myflic  vafe  with  laurel  crown’d — 

Hence  ye  profane  ! — ’tis  confecrated  ground  !  ♦ 

Here  Sappho’s  hands  the  lafl  fad  rites  difpenfe 
To  mangled  poetry  and  murder’d,  fenfe  ; 

Herejefls  were  heard,  “  at  which  even  Juno  fmil’d, 

“  When  crack’d  by  Jove  magnificently  mild 
Jefls,  fo  fublimely  void  of  fenfe  and  thought. 

Poor  fimple  mortals  cannot  find  them  out ; 

Rhime, — like  Scotch  coufins, — in  fuch  order  plac’d^ 

The  firft  fcarce  claims  acquaintance  with  the  laft  I 
But  fee,  at  length  the  cold  dull  fcene  to  cheer. 

Kind  Nature  bids  her  Jerningham  appear. 

See  on  the  bed  of  ficknefs  and  defpair, 

Eliza’s  form  and  Yorick’s  alter’d  air  ; 

The  laft  tear  gliftens  in  his  fleeplefs  eye. 

While  on  his  lip  hangs  quiv’ring  the  cold  figh  ! 

At  ev’ry  pang  our  tears  unbidden  flow. 

Till  the  heart  fickens  at  the  pidur’d  woe.  /  - 

But  now  ’tis  paft — the  dream  is  done  away. 

And  banifh’d  Dulnefs  realTumes  her  fway.  , 

Go  then,  my  Mufe  !  to  her  dired  thy  lays. 

Be  dull,  be  noify,  and  exped  the  bays. 

No  more  lhall  merit  ftrive  that  prize  to  win, 

“  She  was  a  ftranger,  and  was  taken  in  f.” 

Go — with  M‘Pherfon  in  Teutonic  foar, 

With  Mallet  whine,  with  bluft’ring  K —  roar ; 

Retail  like  Cumberland  the  holy  writ. 

And  bid  the  Ten  Commandments  pafs  for  wit. 

Should  all  Parnafliis ’gainft  thy  efforts  join,  • 

Vain  were  the  force  of  Phoebus  and  the  Nine ; 

E’ven  Sappho’s  felf  before  thy  pow’r  fhall  bend. 

And  crown  thy  nonfenfe — tho’  fhe  can’t  commend, 

*  - - -  Jove  magnificently  mild. 

Crack’d  his  blythe  jefts,  at  which  e’en  Juno  fmiled.  Judgment  of  Apollo, 

4  Sappho’s  fpeech  to  Lord  Abingdon, 

The 
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^he  'END  c/*  WRITING;  an  Imitation  of  fome  French  Verfes : 

Addrejffed  to  Authors. 

These  fair  Iheets  of foolfcap  which  thus  ye  are  foiling. 

Still  cutting,  and  fcribbling,  and  blotting,  and  fpoiling  ;  ■  ^ 
This  paper,  I  fay,  had  an  honeft  beginning. 

Being  born  of  good  flax,  and  begotten  by  fpinning  ; 

To  the  loom  in  due  time,  and  the  raglhop  it  paft. 

Into  leaves  of  fine  foolfcap  converted  at  lafl. 

Now,  feiz’d  by  the  Wits,  it  inceflantly  reems  : 

Or  with  vifions  in  verfe,  or  political  dreams  ; 

Till  his  Worlhip,  juft  rous’d  from  his  afternoon’s  doze. 

With  a  pipe  of  Virginia  regaleth  his  nofe  : 

Then  twifted,  and  twirl’d,  and  condemn’d  to  the  taper. 

In  a  puff  is  con  fum’d  this  unfortunate  paper. 

It  is  thus,  my  good  friends,  that  Truth  fetteth  before  ye. 

Of  your  boafted  employment — the  tragical  ftory  : 

Yourxhoiceft  produftions,  whate’er  be  their  name. 

Will  end,  at  the  beft,  in  the  vapour  of  fame : 

That  vapour,  my  friends,  do  ye  think  it  will  ftay  ? 

—Like  his  Worjhip^s  laji  nvhiff,  it  will.vanillr  away. 


VERSES  fent  hy  a  Gentleman  to  his  Lady  fwith  a  Prefent  of  a  Knlfe^^ 

A  Knife,  dear  girl,  cuts  love,  they  fay ; — 

Mere  modilh  love,  perhaps,  it  may  : 

For  any  tool  of  any  kind. 

Can  fep’rate  what  was  never  join’d. 

The  knife  that  cuts  our  love  in  two 
Will  have  much  tougher  work  to  do  : 

Muft  cut  your  foftnefs,  worth  and  fpirit, 

Down  to  the  vulgar  fize  of  merit ; 

To  level  yours  with  modern  tafte, 

Muft  cut  a  world  of  fenfe  to  wafte  ; 

And  from  your  Angle  beauty’s  ftore. 

Clip  what  would  dizen  out  a  fcore. 

The  felf-fame  blade  from  me  muft  fever 
Senfation,  judgment,  fight  forever; 

All  inem’ry  of  endearments  paft. 

All  hope  of  comforts  long  to  laft. 

All  that  makes  fourteen'  years  with  you 
A  fummer; — and  a  fliort  one  too: 

All  that  affection  feels  and  fears 

When  hours,  without  you,  feem  like  years.*— 

Till  that  be  done  (and  I’d  as  foon 
Believe  this  knife  will  chip  the  moon) 
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Accept  my  prefent  undeterrM, 

And  leave  their  proverbs  to  the  herd. 

If  in  a  kifs — delicious  treat ! — 

Your  lips  acknowledge  the  receipt; 

Love,  fond  of  fuch  fubftantial  fare. 

And  proud  to  play  the  glutton  there; 

All  thoughts  of  cutting  will  difdain, 

Save  only- — cut  and  come  again» 

PROLOGUE  fpoken  hy  Sir  George  Beaumont,  Bart,  at  the 
Opening  of  the  nenjo  fheatre  at  North  Alton,  Oxon, 

Written  hy  Wm.  Whitehead,  Efq\  1776. 

j  ,  ^  ^ 

SURE  fome  infection  hovers  in  the  air  ! 

For  every  man  and  woman  is  turn’d  play’r ! 

No  age  efcapes  it~antiquated  dames 

And  reverend  Romeos  breathe  fi£litious  flames  5 

Pale  mifles  antedate  love’s  future  force. 

And  fchool- boy  Richards  lifp  a  horfe,  ahorfe!’* 

No  rank  efcapes  it — with  a  Garrick  art 
Right  Honourable  Hamlets  flare  and  flart ; 

And  Lady  Belvideras  every  W'here, 

Pat  the  ftarch’d  handkerchief,  and  fqueeze  a  tear. 

What  wonder  then,  in  this  theatric  age. 

If  we  too  catch  the  epidemic  rage  ? 

Ifwith  the  refl  we  play  the  mimic’s  part. 

And  drive  to  our  own  barn  the  Thefpian  cart; 

For  we  confefs  this  pageant  pomp  you  fee 
Was  once  a  barn — the  feat  of  induflry  ; 

And  time  may  come,  when  all  this  glittering  Ihow 
Of  canvas,  paint,  and  plaller,  fhall  lie  low ; 

Thefe  gorgeous  palaces,  yon  cloud- capt  fcene, 

This  barn  itfelf,  may  be  a  barn  again  : 

The  fpirit-flirring  drum  may  ceafe  to  roar. 

The  prompter’s  whiflle  may  be  heard  no  more; 

But  echoing  founds  of  ruflic  toil  prevail, 

The  winnowing  hifs.and  clapping  of  the  flail ; 

Hither  once  more  may  unhous’d  vagrants  fly. 

To  fhun  th’  inclement  blaft  and  pelting  Iky  ; 

On  Lear’s  own  flraw  may  gypfies  refl  their  head^,  '  , 

And  trulls  lie  fnug  in  Defdemona’s  bed. 


J  U  P  I T  E  R  M  E  R  C  U  R  Y.  J  Fable. 

Written  fo?ne  Fune  fince  by  D.  G-  — ,  Ffq\ 

ERE,  Hermes^  fays  who  with  neflar  was  mellow. 

Go  fetch  me  fome  clay— I  will  make  an  odd fellon.v  ; — 

Right  and  wrong  lliall  be  jumbled, — much  gold  and  fome  drofs ; 
Without  caufe  be  he  pleas’d,  without  caufe  be  he  crofs ; 
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Be  fure,  as  I  work,  to  throw  in  contr3fli6lions, 

A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turnM  to  fidions ; 

Now  mix  thefe  ingredients,  which,  warm’d  in  the  baking, 

Turn  to  learning  and  gamings  religion  and  raking. 

With  the  love  of  a  wench,  let  his  writings  be  chafte; 

Tip  his  tongue  with  ftrange  matter,  his  pen  with  fine  tafie ; 

That  the  rake  and  the  poet  o’er  all  may  prevail,  . 

Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail : 

For  the  joy  of  each  fex,  on  the  world  I’ll  bellow  it. 

This  Scholar y  Rake,  Chrijlian,  Dupe,  Gamejier  and  Poet : 

Tho’  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  lhall  merit  great  fame. 

And  among  brother  mortals — be  Goldsmith  his  name! 

When  on  earth  this  llrange  meteor  no  more  lhall  appear. 

You,  Hermes,  lhall  fetch  him, — to  make  us  fport  here  1 

’  D.  G. 


On  Dr,  GOLDSMITH’^  Characteristical  Cookert, 

A  Jeu  D^E/prit, 

'  By  D,  G.  Efqi 

Are  thefe  the  choice  dilhes  the  Do6lor  has  fent  us  ? 

Is  this  the  great  poet  whofe  works  fo  content  us  ? 

This  Goldfmith’s  finefeaft,  who  has  written  fine  books? 

Heaven  fends  us  good  meat — but  the  Devil  fends  cooks. 

D.'G. 

LINES  from  Dr.  Barnard,  Dean  o/' Derry,  to  Dr.  Goldsmith. 

and  Mr.  Cumberland. 

Dear  NoII  and  dear  Dick,  fince  you’ve  made  us  fo  merry, 
Accept  the  bell  thanks  of  the  poor  Dean  of  Derry  1 
I'ho’  I  here  muft^confefs,  that  your  meat  and  your  wine 
Are  not  quite  to  my  tafte,  tho’  they’re  both  very  fine  ; 

For  Iherry’s  a  liquor  monallic,  you  own  ; 

Now  there’s  nothing  I  hate  fo — as  drinking  alone — 

,  It  may  do  for  your  monks^  pr  your  curates  and  vicars. 

But,  for  my  part,  I’m  fond  of  more  fociable  liquors. 

Your  ven’fon’s  delicious — tho’  too  fweet  your  fauce  is  — 

Sed  non  ego  maculis  offendar  paucis. 

So  foon  as  you  pleafe,  you  may  lerve  me  your  dilh-up. 

But  inftead  of  your  Iherry,  pray  make  me  2^-^Bifiop  I 
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Bijhop  Corbet  *  to  his  Son  Vincent  Corbet,  tnjjo  Tears  of  Age  ^ 

¥  T  jT  HAT  I  fhall  leave  thee  none  can  tell, 

V V  all  iliall  fay  I  wifri  you  well ; 

I  wilh  thee,  Vin.  before  all  wealth, 

Both  bodily  and  ghoftly  health: 

Not  too  much  wealth  nor  wit  come  to  thee— 

,  Too  much  of  either  may  undo  thee. 

I  wifh  thee  learning,  not  for  fhow, 

Enough  for  to  inltradl  and  knov/  ; 

Not  luch  as  gentlemen  require. 

To  prate  at  table  and  at  lire.  ♦ 

I  v/ilh  thee  all  thy  mother’s  graces. 

Thy  father’s  fortunes  and  his  places. 

V  I  wifh  thee  friends,  and  one  at  Court, 

Not  to  build  on,  butfupport; 

To  keep  thee  not  in  doing  many  ’  j 

Oppreffions,  but  from  fulF’ring  any. 
i  I  wilh  thee  peace  in  all  thy  ways. 

Nor  lazy  nor  contentious  days  ; 

And  when  thy  foul  and  body  part. 

As  innocent  as  now  thou  art.  ,  - 

I 

CHARACTERS  of  Mr,  Granville,  (Nephekxj  to  Lord  Landf* 
down,)  William  Harrison,  from  an  Epiftle  of  Dn 

Young’s,  not  yet  inf erted  among  his  Works. 

I' 

Yet  hill  one  blifs,  one  glory,  I  forbear, 

A  darling  friend  whom  near  your  heart  you  wear : 

That  lovely  youth,  my  Lord,  whom  you  muh  blame. 

That  I  grow  thus  familiar  with  your  name. 

He’s  friendly,  open,  in  his  conduct  nice. 

Nor  ferve  thefe  virtues  to  atone  for  vice ; 

Vice  he  has  none,  or  fuch  as  none  wilh  lefs. 

But  friends  indeed,  good-nature  in  excefs. 

You  cannot  boaft  the  merit  of  a  choice 
In  niaking  him  your  own,  ’twas  Nature’s  voice. 

Which  call’d  too  loud  by  man  to  be  withhood, 

Eieading  a  tie  far  nearer  than  of  blood ; 

Similitude  of  manners,  fuch  a  mind, 

As  makes  you  lefs  the  wonder  of* mankind. 

Such  eafe  his  common  converfe  recommends. 

As  he  lie  er  felt  a  paffion,  but  his  friends  5 

*  Made  Bifliop  of  Norwich  in  15314 
3 
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Yet  fix’d  his  principles,  beyond  the  force 
Gf  all  beneath  the  fnn  to  bend  his  courfe*. 

Thus  the  tall  cedar,  beautiful  and  fair. 

Flatters  the  motions  of  the  wanton  air; 

Salutes  each  palfing  breeze  with  head  reclin’d; 

The  pliant  branches  dance  in  every  wind  : 

But  fix’d  the  Hem  her  upright  Hate  maintains. 

And  all  the  fury  of  the  North  difdains. 

How  are  you  blefs’d  in  fuch  a  matchlefs  friend  1, 
Alas  1  with  me  the  joys  of  friendfhip  end  ; 

O  Harrifon  !  I  muH,  I  will  complain  ; 

Tears  foothe  the  foul’s  diflrefs,  tho’  Ihed  in  vain : 
Didll  thou  return,  and  blefs  thy  hative  Ihore 
With  welcome  peace,  and  is  my  friend  no  more?— 
Thy  talk  was  early  done,  and  I  rnuft  own 
Death  kind  to  thee,  bilt,  ah  !  to  thee  alone. 

But  ’tis  in  me  a  vanity  to  mourn, 

The  forrows  of  the  great  thy  tomb  adorn  ; 

Strafford  and  Bolingbroke  the  lofs  perceive,  / 

They  grieve,  and  make  thee  envy’d  in  thy  grave*' 
With  aching  heart,  and  a  foreboding  mind, 

I  night  to  day  in  painful  journey  join’d. 

When  fird  inform’d  of  his  approaching  fate. 

But  reach’d  the  partner  of  my  foul  too  late  f  ;  ' 

’Twas  paft ;  his  cheek  was  cold;  that  tuneful  tongue. 
Which  Ifis  charm’d  with  its  melodious  fong. 

Now  languilh’d,  wanted  Hrength  to  fpeak  his  pain. 

Scarce  rais’d  a  feeble  groan,  and  funk  again  : 

Each  art  of  life,  in  which  he  bore  a  part. 

Shot  like  an  arrow  thro’  my  bleeding  heart. 

To  what  ferv’d  all  his  promis’d  wealth  and  pov/’r. 

But  more  to  load  that  moft  unhappy  hour  ? 

Yet  Hill  prevail’d  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind  ; 

That,  notin  health,  or  life  itfelf,  confin’d. 

Felt  thro’  his  mortal  pangs  Britannia’s  peace. 

Mounted  to  joy,  and  fmil’d  in  Death’s  embrace* 

His  fpirit  now  jud  ready  to  refign, 

No  longer  now  his  own,  no  longer  mine, 

He  grafps  my  hand,  his  fwimming  eye-balls  roll, 

My  hand  he  grafps,  and  enters  in  my  foul; 

Then  with  a  groan — fupport  me,  O  !  beware 
Of  holding  worth,  however  great,  too  dear! 


^09 


*  His  Lordrtiip’s  nephew,  who  took  orders. 

f  Swift  gives  a  fimilar  affe^ling  account  of  his  calling  6n  him  too  Uii£  in  his 
Journal  to  Stella, 
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Extras  from  Englijb  Garden'. 

*  I 

NO R  is  that  Cot,  of  which  fond  Fancy  draws 
This  cafual  pifture,  alien  from  our  theme. 

Revifit  it  at  morn  ;  its  opening' latch, 

Tho'  Penury  and  Toil  within  refide. 

Shall  pour  thee  forth  a  youthful  progeny 
Glowing  with  health  and  beauty :  (fuch  the  dower 
Of  equal  heav’n)  fee  how  the  ruddy  tribe 
Throng  round  the  threlhold,  and,  with  vacant  gaz^ 

Salute  thee;  call  the  loiterers  into  ufe, 

And  form  of  thefe  thy  fence,  the  living  fence 
That  graces  what  it  guards.  Thou  think  ll>  perchance,. 
That,  Ikill’d  in  nature’s  heraldry,  thy  art 
Has,  in  the  limits  of  yon  fragant  tuft, 

MarlhalPd  each  rofe,  that  to  the  eye  of  June 
Spreads  its  peculiar  crimfon  ;  do  not  err. 

The  lovelieft  Hill  is  wanting;  the  frelh  rofe 
Of  Innocence,  it  bloffoms  on  their  cheek. 

And,  lo,  to  thee  they  bear  it !  ftriving  each, 

In  panting  race,  who  lirft  Ihall  reach  the  lawn. 

Proud  to  be  call’d  thy  {hepherds.  Want,  alas  ! 

Has  o’er  their  little  limbs  her  livery  hung. 

In  many  a  tatter’d  fold,  yet  Hill  thofe  limbs^ 

Are  lhapely  ;  their  rude  locks  Hart  from  their  brow,. 

Yet,  on  that  open  brow,  its  deareft  throne. 

Sits  fweet  Simplicity.  Ah,  clothe  the  troop 

In  fuch  a  rulTet  garb  as  bell  befits 

Their  patioral  office  ;  let  the  leathern  fcrip  ^ 

'Swing  at  their  fide,  tip  thou  their  crook  with  Heel, 

And  braid  their  hat  with  ruflies,  then  to  each 
Affign  his  Hation  ;  at  the  clofe  of  eve. 

Be  it  their  care  to  pen  in  hurdled  cote 
The  Hock,  and  when  the  matin  prime  returns. 

Their  care  to  fet  them  free  ;  yet  watching  Hill 
The  liberty  they  lend,  oft  fnalt  thou  hear 
Their  whiilte  ffirill,  and  oft  their  faithful  dog 
Shall  with  obedient  barkings  fright  the  flock 
From  w'rong  or  robbery.  The  livelong  day 
Meantime  roils  lightly  o’er  their  happy  heads ; 

They  bafic  on  funny  hillocks,  or  difport 
In  ruHic  pailime,  while  that  lovelieil  grace. 

Which  only  lives  in  aftion  unreilrain’d. 

To  ev’rv  fimple  geHure  lends  a  charm.  ^ 

A  NEW 
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A  NEW  year’s  ode,  To  ^een  yL2iVy,  1^62.  The  Poet^ 

Alexander  Scott. 

To  ^ueen  Mary,  ^hen  Jhe'firJi  came  Uame* 

WELCUM,  illuftrat  lady,  arid  our  Queue, 

Welcum  our  Lyone  with  the  Floure-dy-Lyce; 

Welcum  our  Thiftle  with  the  Lorane  Grene, 

Welcum  our  rubent  rofe  upon  the  ryce ; 

Welcum  our  Jem  and  joyfull  Gentryce, 

Welcum  our  Beil  of  Albion  to  beir  ; 

Welcum  our  pleafand  Princes  maid:  of  prayce  ;  .  . 

Gojd  give  you  grace  agains  this  gude  NEW  YIER. 

Found  on  the  firfl:  four  Venues  Cardinall, 

On  Wifdom,  Juftice,  Force,  and  Temperance, 

Apiaud  to  prudent  folk,  and  principall 
Of  verteous  life,  thy  glory  to.  advance  : 

Wey  Juftice  equal  with  Difcrepance  ! 

Strengthen  thy  State,  with  ftedfaftnefs  to  fteir,. 

To  temper  Tyme  with  true  continuance, 

God  give  thee  grace  agains  this  gude  NEW  YIER  ; 

Frefch,  fulgent,  flurift,  fragrant  flower  formofe  I- 
Lantern  to  luve,  of  lady’s  lamp  and  lot: 

Cherry  maift  fweet  1  cheif  carbuncle  and  choife  : 

Chaft  fmiling  Sovragin  !  iliining  beautie  fpot  1 

Bleft  1  beautifull  !  benygn  !  and  beft  begot ! 

To  this  indyte  pleafe  to  incline  thine  eir. 

Sent  by  thy  Ample  fervant,  Sanders  Scott, 

Greking,  God  grant  thy  Grace  a  gude  NEW  YIER. 

EPITAPH  on  a  Lady,  died  of  a  Confumption  at  Briftol  Wells. 

By  her  Husband. 

WHOE’ER,  like  me,  with  trembling  anguifh  brings. 

His  heart’s  whole  treafure  to  fair  Briftol’s  fprings  j 
Whoe’er,  like  me,  to  foothe  difeafe  and  pain. 

Shall  pour  thofe  falutary  fprings  in  vain  ; 

Condemn’d,  like  me,  to  hear  the  faint  reply, 

To  mark  the  fading  cheek,  the  finking  eye, 

Trom  the  chill’d  brow  tQ  wipe  the  damps  of  death. 

And  watch  in  dumb  defpair  the  Ihort’ning  breath; 

If  chance  direcls  him  to  this  artlefs  line. 

Let  •.he  fad  mourner  know  his  pangs  were  mine 
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OrdainM  to  lofe  the  partner  of  my  breaft, 

Whofe  virtue  warm’d  me,  and  whofe  beauty  blei^p 
Framed  ev’ry  tie,  that  binds  the  foul,  to  prove. 

Her  duty  friendfhip,  and  her  friendfhip  love — 

But  yet  remembering  that  the  parting  figh. 

Appoints  the  juft  to  flumber,  not  to  die. 

The  ftarting  tear  I  check’d,  ,I  kifs’d  the  rod. 

And  not  to  earth  reftgn’d  her, — but  to  God. 

SONNET  hy  Mr,  Warton,  To  the  River  Lodoa. 

Ah  I  what  a  weary  race  my  feet  have  run,  ^ 

Since  hrft  I  trod  thy  banks  with  alders  crown’d. 

And  thought  my  way  was  all  through  fairy  ground. 

Beneath  thy  azure  Iky,  and  golden  fun  : 

Where  firft  my  Mufe  to  lifp  her  notes  begun  ! 

While  penftve  memory  traces  back  the  round. 

Which  iills  the  varied  interval  between ; 

Much  pleafure,  more  of  forrow,  marks  the  fcene. 

Sweet  native  ftream  !  whofe  (kies  and  funs  fo  pure 
No  more  return,  to  chear  my  evening  road  ! 

Yet  ftill  one  joy  remains,  that  not  obfcure. 

Nor  ufelefs,  all  my  vacant  days  have  flowed. 

From  youth’s  gay  dawn  to  manhood’s  prime  mature  % 

Nor  with  the  Mufe’s  laurel  unbeftowed — 

The  tvjo  folhvjing  additional  of  the  Firjl  Book  e/' Horace  mads: 

their  firji  Appearance  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  a7id  are  there  /aid 
to  have  been  lately  difcovered  in  the  Palatine  Library,  and  communicated, 
by  Gasper  Pallavicini,  Sub-Librarian.  • 

CARMINUM,  Lib.  1.  Ode  39.  Ad  Julium  Florum, 

Discolor  grandem  gravat  iiva  ramum  ; 

Inftat  Autumnus :  glacialis  anno 
Mox  Hyems  volvente  aderit,  capillis 

Horrida  canis. 

Jam  licet  Nymphas  trepide  fugaces 
Infequi,  lento  pede  detinendas  ; 

Et  labris  captae,  flmulantis  iram, 

Ofcula  flgi. 

Jam  licet  vino  madidos  vetufto 
De  die  l^tum  recitare  carmen  ; 

Flore,  fi  te  des  hilarem,  licebit 

Sumere  nodem. 
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Jam  vide  Curas  Aquilone  Tparfasl 
Mens  viri  fortis  fibi  conftat,  utrum 
Serius  lethi,  citiusve  trilHs 

Advolat  hora. 

QTL  HORATII  FLACCI,  Ode  40,  Ad  Lihrum  fuum^ 

DULCI  libello  nemo  fodalium 
Forfan  meorum  charior  extitit ; 

De  te  merenti  quid  fidelis 
Officium  Domino  rependes  ? 

Te  Roma  cautum  territat  ardua! 

Depone  vanos  invidise  metus  ; 

Urbisque,  fidens  dignitati. 

Per  plateas  animofus  audi. 

En  quo  furentes  Eumenidum  chores 
Pisjecit  almo  fulmine  Jupiter  1 
Huic  ara  ftabit,  fama  cantu 
Perpetuo  celebranda  crefeet, 

CHARTAM  unicam  hanc  Libri  certe  vetuftiffimi  in  Bibliotheca  Pa¬ 
latini  repertam  accuratiifime  tranferipfi,  verbum  de  verbo,  et^  literam 
de  Uteri.  Chartam  ipfam  in  Archivis  tutiffime  recondidi ;  tranferiptionem 
tibi  amoris  ergo  committo.  Clariffime  apparet  e  titulis  fuperne  paginae 
notis,  aliisque  indiciis  laceratam  excerptamque  ex  aliqua  editione 
Horatiana  olim  fuiffe,  et  forfitan  prima,  quando  nufquam  alibi,  vel 
antea  has  Odas  in  memoriam  rcvocare  pofTum.  ^  Mecum  ergo  literates 
omnes  gratulari  videbitur,  recuperatis  his  elegantilTimis  carminibus  Ho- 
j-atianis.  Vale  &  fraerc,  ^ 

Caspar  Pallavicini, 

,  '  ; 

Palat,  Bibl.  Sub-Libr» 
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The  Hiftory  of  America.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Robertfon,  D.  U-  Principal 
of  the  Uniojerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
and  Uijioriographcr  to  his  Majefy 
for  Scotland.  2  Vols.  Quarto. 

A~T^HERE  have  been  few  lite- 
rary  works  which  excited 
the  curiofity,  or  raifed  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  public,  in  a  greater 
degree  than  the  prefent.  The  na¬ 
ture  of 'the  fubjeCl,  the  high  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  writer,  with  the  long 
and  general  knowledge  of  the  de- 
fign,  all  concurred  in  calling  forth 
the  attention  of  the  learned  and 
curious  at  home  and  abroad.  Such 
a  fituation  would  have  been  alarm- 
^  ^ng,  if  not  dangerous,  to  an  author 
lels  fecure  of  fatisfying  that  ex- 
peClation  which  he  had  raifed, 
and  of  doing  juilice  to  the  intereft- 
in-g  fubj-eCl  which  >  he  had  under¬ 
taken. 

The  fubjed,  indeed,  demanded 
all  the  writer’s  abilities  ;  but  it 
afforded,  at  the  fame  time,  a  full 
fcope  to  his  genius.  It  reprefents 
fplendid,  romantic,  and  poetical 
fcenes.  All  the  marvellous  of  an¬ 
cient  fable,  excepting  when  it  de¬ 
parts  from  nature  and  reafon,  is 
here  realized  or  exceeded.  The 
great  events  of  hiftory  are  blended 
with  the  adventure  of  travel,  and 
all  the  furprize,  novelty,  and  plea- 
fure  of  difeovery.  Nature  here  ap¬ 
pears  in  her  grandeft  manner. 


All  her  works  are  bold,  great,  and 
magnificent.  Her  oceans  are 
boundlefs,  her  mountains  ftupen- 
dous,  her  rivers  appear  like  great 
arms  of  the  ocean,  and  her  lakes 
are  large  feas  of  frefh  water. 

With  refpeCt  to  our  own  fpecies, 
the  difeovery,  indeed,  is  not  flat¬ 
tering  to  our  vanity  ;  it  is  nor, 
however,  the  lefs  interefting.  We 
are  brought  acquainted  with  man 
in  every  ftate  of  his  exiftence.  We 
view,  at,  this  day,  what  our  an- 
ceftors  once  were.  We  fee  thefirft 
rudiments  of  fociety,  and  behold 
nations  in  every  ftage  of  their  pro- 
grefs,  from  infancy  to  adolefcence. 
Our  own  continent  fupplies  the 
reft.  The  hiftory  of  man  was  ftill 
imperfeCf,  and  the  memorials  of 
his  tranfaClions  of  a  late  date.  He 
was  far  advanced  in  fociety  and 
cultivation,  before  he  was  capable 
of  making  any  obfervation  on  his 
condition,  or  of  tranfmitting  his 
ideas  or  tranfaClions  to  pofterity. 
Poets,  philofophers,  and  politici¬ 
ans,  had  in  vain  exerted  their  ge¬ 
nius,  wifdom,  and  talents,  to  de¬ 
fer!  be  or  difeover  the  ftate  of  flm- 
plicity,  innocence,  and  nature, 
the  origin  of  fociety,  and  the  fourcc 
of  laws.  As  they  all  wandered  in 
the  dark,  their  fongs  and  theories 
were  equally  erroneous.  That 
chafm  is  now  filled  up.  That  age, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  golden, 
we  now  behold ;  and  difeover  that 

it 


A  C  C  O  IJ  N  T- 

it  affords  only  a  ftate  cf  weakncfs, 
imperfeilion,  and  wretchednefs, 
equally  void  of  innocence,  and  in¬ 
capable  of  happinefs.  If  we  find 
man  without  property,  and  feed¬ 
ing  on  acorns,  we  alfo  find  him  a 
fallen,  fufpicious,  folitary,  and 
unhappy  being  ;  a  creature  endued 
with  few  good,  and  curfed  with 
numberlefs  ill  qualities  ;  unjuif 
and  cruel  from  nature  and  habit, 
treacherous  on  fyfiem,  implacable 
in  revenge,  and  incapable  of  gra¬ 
titude,  friendfiiip,  or  natural  affec¬ 
tion. 

The  confequences  attending  the 
difeovery  of  the  New  World,  are 
among  the  moft  important,  exten- 
five,  and,  from  their  nature,  mud 
be  among  the  mod  permanent,  of 
thofe  produced  by  any  event  in  the 
hidory  of  mankind.  It  has  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  both  the  hemifpheres,  that 
it  may  not  be  eafy  to  determine 
which  has  undergone  the  greater 
alteration.  If  the  cultivation,  arts, 
and  violence  of  the  Europeans,  has 
changed  the  face  of  Nature,  thin¬ 
ned  the  race  of  man,  and  eftablidi- 
ed  new  varieties  of  the  fpecies  in 
the  one,  the  torrents  of  gold  and 
filver  poured  out  by  America,  the 
variety,  bulk,  and  quantity  of  new 
commodities  which  it  affords,  the 
length  and  nature  of  the  naviga¬ 
tion,  the  wonderful  commerce 
which  fprung  from  thefe  circum- 
dances,  with  the  new  intereds  and 
connedlions  formed  by  colonial  ju- 
rifdiaion,  has  caufed  a  wonderful 
chan«^e  in  the  manners,  habits, 
mod?s  of  life,  and  date  of  policy, 
in  the  other.  As  new  fources  of 
power  were  difeovered,  all  ancient 
fydems  of  policy  were  of  courfe  de¬ 
ranged  or  done  away.  The  com¬ 
parative  political  importance,  the 
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relative  drength  of  nations,  no 
longer  depend  on  their  ancient  ex¬ 
tent  or  properties.  Commerce  has 
pervaded  the  globe,  and  has 
changed  the  affairs  of  men,  and 
the  date  of  nations,  almod  every 
where.  In  a  word,  whatever  Ame¬ 
rica  originally  fuffered  from  the 
power  and  violence  of  the  Euro¬ 
peans,  it  feems  not  now  improba¬ 
ble,  that  Ihe  will  to  all  future  times 
have  a  great  diare  in  influencing 
the  affairs,  and  perhaps  in  con¬ 
trolling  the  dediny  of  Europe. 

Such  was  the  extent  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjed  that  was  to 
be  delineated.  The  number,  va¬ 
riety,  and  richnefs  of  the  materials, 
did  not,  however,  leffen  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  the  execution.  It  required 
the  ability  of  a  great  mader,  to  ar¬ 
range  the  different  parts  of  this 
magnificent  pitlure  in  their  proper 
places,  to  bedow  on  each  its  due 
proportion  of  light,  fhade  and  co¬ 
louring,  and  to  oblige  the  fmalleff 
to  contribute  its  exadl  fhare,  and 
no  more,  to  the  great  efft6l  of  the 
whole.  The  delineation  of  human 
nature  in  fuch  a  variety  of  new  ii- 
tuations,  and  the  nice  diferimina- 
tion  of  thofe  (hades  that  mingle 
imperceptibly  in  fo  many  different 
gradations  of  favage  life,  required 
no  comm.on  combination  of  quali¬ 
ties.  Befides  a  great  degree  of 
penetration  and  fagacity,  and  an 
extenfive  knowledge  of  man  in  his 
artificial  date,  this  part  of  the  fub- 
je£l  required  a  mind  turned,  and 
accudomed  to  philofophical  dif- 
quifition,  an  acute,  critical,  and 
diferiminating  Ipirit,  with  a  tem¬ 
per  capable  of  the  mod  patient  in- 

vedigation  andrefearch. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
our  author  was  equal  to  the  under¬ 
taking,  and  that  this  hidory  of 
-  p  4  America 
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America  will  not  be  found  at  all 
inferior,  to  the  former  works  of  this 
celebrated  writer.  We  find  the 
pen  of  the  writer  equal  to  the  dig¬ 
nity,  and  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
his  fubjed  ;  and  whilft  the  majefty 
of  hiftory  is  blended  with  the  truth, 
philanthropy,  and  difcernment  of 
philofophy,  the  whole  is  enriched 
and  beautified  with  a  i  manly  and 
flowing  eloquence. 

Our  author’s  induftry,  in  pro¬ 
curing  all  pofiibie  information  re¬ 
lative  to  his  fubjefl,  deferves  much 
commendation.  The  celebrity  of 
his  name,  and  the  high  rank  he 
holds  in  the  republic  of  letters, 
greatly  facilitated  his  fuccefs  in 
this  refearch.  Spain  contains  a 
large  (lock  of  valuable  materials, 
confining  in  fcarce  books  and  ma- 

O  , 

Kufcripts.  Queries  too  were  ad- 
clrefied  to  perfons  of  diflinflion, 
w'ho  had  held  eminent  offices  in 
the  New  World,  and  in  many  par¬ 
ticulars  fatisfadlory  anfwers  were 
3*eceived.  No  affifiance  from  pub¬ 
lic  authority  was,  however,  afford¬ 
ed  ;  the  court  ftill  proceeding  in 
that  narrow  fyftem  of  policy,  of 
endeavouring  to  keep  all  matters 
relative  to  America  wrapt  up  in 
filence  and  obfcurity.  The  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Peterfburg  were 
more  liberal,  and  entered  with 
good  will,  and  a  becoming  grace, 
into  the  views  of  literature.  He 
has  alfo  received  liberal  aids  and 
communications  from  men  of  let¬ 
ters  of  different  nations.  As  Dr. 
Robenfon  has  upon  many  occafions 
departed  from  the  accounts  given 
by  former  hiftorians,  places  cha- 
ra^lers  and  events  in  a  new  light, 
and  relates  fadls,  w'hich  either  con- 
tradibl,  or  feem  to  have  been  un¬ 
known  to  them,  he  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to, acquaint  the  public  with 
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the  fources  of  his  information.  Fop 
thispurpofe,  befides  theobligation$ 
he  acknowledges  to  particular  per¬ 
fons,  he  has  fubjoined  to  the  fe- 
cond  volume  a  catalogue  of  the 
Spanifh  books  which  he  confulted. 

We  doubt  not  but  other  readers 
have  participated  in  the  regret  wo 
experienced,  upon  difcovering  that 
the  prefent  work  is  only  a  part  of 
the  whole,  and  that  the  two  vo¬ 
lumes  before  us  contain  no  more 
than  an  account  of  the  difcovery  of 
the  New  World,  and  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Spaniffi  arms  and  colo¬ 
nies.  I’he  prefent  fiate  of  the 
Britilli  colonies,  induced  our  author 
to  alter  bis  refolation  upon  this 
fubjed..  He  was  of  opinion,  and 
with  very  good  reafon,  that  while 
they  are  engaged  in  civil  war  with 
Great  Britain,  enquiries  and  fpe- 
culations  concerning  ancient  forms 
of  policy  and  laws,  w'hich  now  no 
longer  exili^  could  not  be  interefl- 
inp-.  That  the  attention  and  ex- 

o  ^  ^ 

pedation  of  mankind  arenosv  turn- 
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ed  towards  their  future  condition, 
And  that  in  whatever  manner  this 
unhappy  conteft  may  terminate,  a 
new  order  of  things  mull  arife  in 
North  America,  and  its  affairs 
affume  another  afpect.  He  waits, 
he  fays,  with  the  folicitude  of  a 
good  citizen,  until  the  ferment 
fubfides,  and  regular  gavernipent 
be  re-eftabllffietl ;  when  he  will 
return  to  that  part  of  his  work,  in 
which  he  had  already  made  feme 
progrefs,  The  hiltory  of  the  Bri- 
tiffii  colonies,  together  with  that 
of  Portuguefe  Arnerica,  and  of  the 
fettlements  made  by  the  feveral 
nations  of  Europe  in  the  Weft-Jndia 
iflands,  will  complete  our  author’s 
plan,  and  be  the  fubjed  of  the  re¬ 
maining  hifiory. 

Dr.  Kobertibn  has  divided  the 

prefent 
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prefent  hiilory  into  eight  books, 
and  has  added  a  copious  and  mofl: 
valuable  collection  of  notes  and  il- 
luflrations  at  the  end  of  each  vo¬ 
lume. 

In  the  firft  book,  he  takes  a  mod 
cornprehenfive,  learned,  and  ac¬ 
curate  view,  of  the  progrefs  of  na¬ 
vigation  from  the  earliell  ages, 
tracing  all  that  is  known  of  its 
hillory,  and  of  the  attempts  or  im¬ 
provements  made  by  the  Egyp¬ 
tians,  Phenicians,  Jews,  Cartha¬ 
ginians,  Greeks,  and  Romans. 
In  dating  the  revival  cf  commerce 
and  navigation  by  the  modern  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe,  he  delineates  the 
caufes  which  led  to  that  i'cirit  of 
difeovery,  that  operated  fo  iirongly 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  Our  au¬ 
thor  attributes  much  of  this  to  the 
Crufades,  which  brought  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  acquainted  with  the  wedern 
parts  of  x^fia,  to  the  wars  of  the 
Portuguefe  with  the  Moors  of  Bar¬ 
bary,  and,  above  all,  to  the  dif¬ 
eovery  of  the  mariners  compafs. 
Having  traced  the  operation  of 
thefe  caufes  with  equal  accuracy 
and  brevity,  through  the  great 
and  fpirited  efforts  of  tha  Portu- 
guefe  in  exploring  the  coads  of 
v4irjca  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
we  are  led  aimed  to  the  opening 
of  their  lad  great  eifed,  in  the 
difeovery  of  the  New  World,  and 
of  the  padage  by  fea  to  the  Ead 
Indies. 

The  fecond  book  gives  a  curious 
fketch  of  the  hidory  of  Columbus; 
proceeds  with  him  to  the  difeovery 
of  the  New  World  ;  relates  his  dif¬ 
ferent  voyages  thither  ;  his  eda- 
blilhmcnt  of  the  fird  Spanidi  co¬ 
lony  in  Hifpaniola  ;  and  after  re¬ 
counting  his  various  adventures, 
and  unparalleled  hardfhips  and 
luifciings,  concludes  with  his 
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death.  It  alfo  includes  the  other 
great  difeovery  of  the  fame  period, 
the  fird  voyage  of  the  Portuguefe 
to  the  Ead  Indies  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  under  the  condud  of 
Vafeo  de  Gama. 

The  third  book  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  various  difeoveries  and 
fettlements  made  by  the  Spaniards ; 
of  their  wars,  cruelties,  and  the 
extraordinary  diminution  of  the  In¬ 
dians  under  their  fubjedion ;  of 
the  conqued  of  Cuba,  difeovery  of 
the  Souih  Sea,  and  preparation  for 
the  invafion  of  Mexico. 

In  the  fourth  book,  which  con¬ 
cludes  the  fird  volume,  our  author 
makes  a  paufe  in  his  narrative,  to 
take  a  view  of  the  date  of  the  New 
World  at  its  fird  difeovery.  In 
this  he  confiders  America,  with 
refped  to  its  extent,  the  grandeur 
of  the  objeds  which  it  prefents  to 
view,  the  favourable  circumdances 
attending  its  form,  in  regard  to 
commerce,  with  its  climate,  foil, 
animals,  and  various  natural  pro¬ 
perties.  He  enters  into  the  en¬ 
quiry  how  America  was  peopled  ; 
examines  the  various  theories  upon 
that  fubjed  ;  and  lays  down  that 
w'hich  appears  to  himfelf  the  mod 
probable.  He  then  proceeds  to  a 
a  mod  curious  and  philofophical 
enquiry  into  the  manners,  policy, 
condition,  and  charader,  of  the 
various  favage  tribes  which  were 
fcattcred  over  the  continent  and 
iflands  of  the  New  World,  referv- 
in^r  the  date  of  the  more  civilized 
inhabitants  of  the  two  empires  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  to  be  the  fubjed 
of  future  invedigation.  In  this 
enquiry,  he  adopts  an  arrangement 
of  the  fubjed  equally  dmple  and 
luminous,  and  places  it  under  the 
following  heads  of  confideration.— 
The  bodily  conilituiion  of  the 
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Americans— The  qualities  of  their 
isjind3~--'i  heir  domeilic  Hate— 
Their  political  Hate  and  inltituti- 
ons— Their  fyllem  of  war  and  pub¬ 
lic  fecurity — The  arts  with  which 
they  were  acquainted — Their  reli¬ 
gious  id^as  and  inftitutions — Such 
fingular  and  detached  cuiloms  as 
are  not  reducible  to  any  of  the 
former  heads— With  a  general  re¬ 
view  and  ehimate  of  their  virtues 
and  defers. 

The  fifth  book  includes  the 
hihory  of  the  conqucft  of  Mexico, 
or  New  Spain,  by  Cortes,  and 
contains  many  curious  particulars 
of  that  enterprizing  conqueror, 
who,  with  very  extraordinary  abi¬ 
lities,  and  uncommon  qualities, 
pofTeffed  a  greatnefs  of  foul,  which 
ieerns  incompatible  with  thofe 
cruelties  that  fo  much  difgrace 
his  charadler. 

The  fixth  book  gives  an  account 
of  theconquell  of  Peru,  by  Pizarro 
and  his  afibciates.  Thefe  inhuman 
fubverters  of  the  empire  of  the 
Incas,  deflitute  of  the  genius  and 
greatnefs  of  mind  of  Cortes,  ex¬ 
ceeded  him  fo  far  in  cruelty,  that 
their  barbarous  aclions,  if  they 
cannot  leTen  the  enormity,  at  leaH 
take  away  from  the  cffed  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  recital  of  the  worft 
parts  of  liis  conduct.  Thele  cruel¬ 
ties  appear  the  more  lamentable, 
as  the  manners,  difpofition,  go¬ 
vernment,  the  civil  and  religious 
iniiitutions  of  the  Peruvians,  were 
moderate,  mild,  and  equitable; 
far  removed  from  the  harflinefs  of 
government,  hercenefs  of  difpofi- 
tion,  gloomy  fuperhitions,  and 
bloody  rites  of  the  Mexicans. 

Jn  the  feventh  book.  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon  takes  a  curious  and  valu¬ 
able  view  of  the  inftitutions  and 
manners  of  the  Mexicans  and  Pe- 
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ruvlans ;  of  their  policy  in  its  va¬ 
rious  branches  ;  progrefs  in  civi¬ 
lization  ;  genius  of  their  religion  ^ 
fingular  effedls  produced  by  the  po¬ 
licy  of  the  Peruvian  monarchy  be¬ 
ing  founded  on  religion  ;  peculiar 
fta\e  of  property  among  the  Peru¬ 
vians  ;  their  public  works  and  arts  ; 
roads  ;  bridges  ;  buildings ;  and 
unwarlike  fpirit.  This  book  and 
the  fourth  will  be  confidered  by 
readers  of  a  philofophical  turn,  as 
the  moft  valuable  parts  of  the 
whole,  and  are  undoubtedly  a  great 
acquifition  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  hiftory  of  mankind. 

In  the  eighth  book,  which  to 
politicians  and  men  of  the  world 
will  appear  as  curious,  and  per¬ 
haps  more  interefting  than  any  of 
the  former,  our  author  gives  an 
accurate  account  of  the  Spanifh 
fyftem  of  colonization,  and  of  the 
interior  government  and  prefent 
ftate  of  Spanifti  America. 

Such  is  the  comprehenfive  plan, 
and  judicious  arrangement,  of  the 
prefent  work.  It  has  been  regret¬ 
ted,  and  indeed  is  an  omiftion 
which  cannot  fail  to  excite  fome 
furprize,  that  Dr.  Robertfon  has 
taken  no  notice  of  the  eloquence  or 
poetry  of  the  Americans,  w'hich 
are  among  the  moft  diftinguiftied 
properties  of  mankind  in  a  ftate  of 
favage  nature.  This  omiftion  is 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  the 
North-American  Indians  are  cele¬ 
brated  for  a  peculiar  kind  of  ela- 
quence. 

Some  of  this  ingenious  author’s 
theories  will  undoubtedly  be  con¬ 
troverted.  It  is  impoftible  that 
mankind  fhould  ever  agree  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  mere  opinion.  But  thefe 
theories,  however  ingenious  and 
rational,  are  ftill  mere  theories, 
and  are  fo  ftated.  They  are  not 

laid 
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laid  down  as  dogmas.  They  are 
too  numerous  not  to  admit  of  mif- 
takes  in  lome  of  their  parts.  And 
if  they  were  totally  free  from  error, 
it  is  probable  that  the  fame,  or  an 
equrxl  degree,  of  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion,  would  llill  continue.  Upon 
the  whole,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt, 
that  the  work  before  us  will  ever 
hold  a  hi^h  rank  amono;  the  hiflo- 

•  ^  O 

Ties  of  mankind. 

We  fliall  conclude  our  obferva- 
tions  with  an  extradl  from  this 
work,  and  as  we  have  already  in 
another  part,  given  feveral  curious 
particulars  from  our  author,  of  the 
manners  of  the  favage  tribes  which 
were  fcattered  over  the  continent 
of  America,  we  lhall  now  lay  be¬ 
fore  our  readers  fome  fketches 
from  the  account  which  he  gives 
of  the  date  of  improvement,  in 
the  comparatively  highly  civilized 
empires  of  Mexico  and  Peru. 

“  The  right  of  private  property 
was  perfedly  underliood,  and 
eftablilhed  in  its  full  extent. 
Among  feveral  favage  tribes,  we 
have  feen,  that  the  idea  of  a  title 
to  the  feparate  and  exclufive  pof- 
felTion  of  any  objefl  was  hardly 
known  ;  and  that  among  all,  it 
was  extremely  limited  and  ill-de¬ 
fined.  But  in  Mexico,  where 
agriculture  and  induftry  had  made 
fome  progrefs,  the  diftindlion  be¬ 
tween  real  and  moveable  pofTeffi- 
ons,  between  property  in  land  and 
roperty  in  goods,  had  taken  place, 
oth  mio;ht  be  transferred  from 
one  perfon  to  another  by  fale  or  bar¬ 
ter  ;  both  might  defeend  by  inhe¬ 
ritance.  Every  perlbn  who  could 
be  denominated  a  free  man,  had 
property  in  land.  This,  however, 
they  held  by  various  tenures.  Some 
pofTeffed  it  in  full  right,  and  it 
defeended  :o  their  heirs.  The  d- 
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tie  of  others  to  their  lands  was  de¬ 
rived  from  the  office  or  dignity 
which  they  enjoyed ;  and  when 
deprived  of  the  latter,  they  loft 
pofTeffion  of  the  former.  Both 
thefe  modes  of  occupying  land  were 
deemed  noble,  and  peculiar  to  ci¬ 
tizens  of  the  higheft  clafs.  The 
tenure,  by  which  the  great  body 
of  the  people  held  their  property, 
was  very  different.  In  every  dif- 
trifl  a  certain  quantity  of  land  was 
meafured  out,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  families.  This  was 
cultivated  by  the  joint  labour  of 
the  whole  ;  its  produce  was  depo- 
fited  in  a  common  ftorehoufe,  and 
divided  among  them  according  to 
their  refpeftive  exigencies.  The 
members  of  the  Calpulleey  or  afTo- 
ciations,  could  not  alienate  their 
fhare  of  the  common  eftate  ;  it  was 
an  indivifible  permanent  property, 
deftined  for  the  fupport  of  their 
families.  In  confequence  of  this 
diftribution  of  the  territory  of  the 
ftate,  every  man  had  an  intereft  in 
its  welfare,  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  individual  was  connected  with 
the  public  fecurky. 

“  The  number  and  greatnefs  of 
the  cities  in  the  Mexican  empire 
is  one  of  the  moft  ftnking  circum- 
fiances,  that  diftinguifli  it  from 
thofe  nations  in  America  which 
we  have  already  deferibed.  While 
fociety  continues  in  a  rude  ftate, 
the  wants  of  men  are  fo  few,  and 
they  ftand  fo  little  in  need  of  mu¬ 
tual  afliftance,  that  their  induce** 
ments  to  crowd  together  are  ex¬ 
tremely  feeble.  Their  induftry  at 
the  fame  time  is  fo  imperfedl,  that 
it  cannot  iecure  fubfiftence  for  any 
conftderable  number  of  families 
fettled  in  one  fpot.  They  live 
difperfed,  at  this  period,  from 
choice  as  well  as  from  neceftity,  or 

at 
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at  the  utmoft  afTemble  in  fmall 
'hamlets  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
which  fupplies  them  with  food,  or 
on  the  border  of  ibme  plain  left 
open  by  nature,  or  cleared  by  their 
own  labour.  The  Spaniards,  ac- 
cuhomed  to  this  mode  of  habitation 
among  all  the  favage  tribes  with 
which  they  were  then  acquainted, 
were  aftoniflied,  on  entering  New 
Spain,  to  find  the  natives  redding 
in  towns  of  fuch  extent  as  refem- 
bled  thofe  of  Europe.  In  the  firfl 
fervour  of  their  admiration,  they 
compared  Zempoalla,  though  a 
town  only  of  the  fecond  or  third 
fize,  to  the  cities  of  greateft  note 
.  in  their  own  country,"  When,  af¬ 
terwards,  they  viiited  in  fuccefTioa 
Tlafcala,  Cholula,  Tacuba,  Te- 
2,euco,  and  Mexico  itfeif,  their 
amazement  increafed  fo  much,  that 
it  led  them  to  convey  ideas  of  their 
.magnitude  and  populoufnefs  bor¬ 
dering  on  what  is  incredible.  Even 
where  there  is  leifure  for  obferva- 
tion,  and  no  intereft  that  leads  to 
deceive,  conjeiflural,  eillmates  of 
the  number  of  people  in  cities  are 
extremely  loofe,  and  ufually  much 
exaggerated.  It  is  not  furprlzing, 
then,  that  Cortes  and  his  compa- 
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nions,  little  accuftomed  to  fucH 
computations,  and  powerfully 
tempted  to  magnify,  in  order  to 
exalt  the  merit  of  their  own  difeo- 
veries  and  conquefls,  fhotild  have 
been  betrayed  into  this  common 
error,  and  have  raifed  their  de- 
feriptions  confiderably  above  truth. 
For  this  reafon,  fome  confiderable 
abatement  ought  to  be  made  from 
their  calculation  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  Mexican  cities, 
and  we  may  fix  the  ftandard  of 
their  population  much  kiwer  than 
they  have  done  ;  but  kill  they  will 
appear  to  be  cities  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  as  are  not  to  be  found  but 
among  people  who  have  made  fome 
confiderable  progrefs  in  the  arts  of 
focial  life.* 

•  “  The  feparation  of  profefiions 
among  the  Mexicans  is  a  fymptoni 
of  improvement  no  lefs  remark¬ 
able.  Arts,  in  the  early  ages  of 
fociety,  are  fo  few  and  fo  fimple, 
that  each  man  is  fufliciently  mailer 
of  them  all,  to  gratify  every  de¬ 
mand  of  his  own  limited  defires. 
The  favage  can  form  his  bow, 
point  his  arrows,  rear  his  hut,  and 
hollow  his  canoe,  without  calling 
in  the  aid  of  any  hand  more  fkilful 


*  The  early  Spanlili  Vw^riieis  were  fo  Iiafly  and  inaccurate  in  eflimating  the 
numbers  of  people  in  the  provinces  and  towns  of  America,  that  it  isimpoffible 
to  alcertain  that  of  Mexico  Itlelf  with  any  degree  of  precifion.  Cortes  deferihes 
the  extent  and  populournefs  of  Mexico  in  general  terms,  which  imply,  that  it 
was  not  inferior  to  the  greatelt  cities  in  Einope.  Goinara  is  more  explicit,  and'- 
afhrms,  that  there  were  60,000  houfes,  or  families  in  Mexico.  Cron.  c.  78. 
lierrera  adopts  his  opinion.  Dec.  li.  lib.  vii.  c.  13;  and  the  generality  of 
writers  follow  them  implicitly  without  inquiry  or  fcruple.  According  to  this 
account,  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  muft  have  been  about  300,000.  Torque- 
mada,  with  his  uiual  propenfity  to  the  rriarveilous,  afierts,  that  there  weie  a' 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  houfes  or  families  in  Mexico,  and  confequently 
»boiit  lix  hundred  thouland  inhabitants.  I.ib.  111,  c.  23.  Bat  in  a  very  judi¬ 
cious  account  of  the  PAexican  empire,  by  one  of  Cortes’s  officers,  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  fixed  at  60,000  people.  Eamulio,  lii,  309,  A,  Even  by  this  account, 
which  probably  is  much  ueaij^  the  tri^th  than  any  of  the  foregoing,  Mexico 
was  a  great  city. 

,  than 
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than  his  own.  Time  muft  have 
augmented  the  wants  of  men,  and 
ripened  their  ingenuity,  before  the 
produdions  of  art  become  fo  com¬ 
plicated  in  their  rtrufture,  or  fo 
curious  in  their  fabric,  that  a  par¬ 
ticular  courfe  of  education  is  re- 
quifite  towards  forming  the  arti- 
ficei;  to  expertnefs  in  contrivance 
and  workmanfhip.  In  proportion 
as  refinement  fpreads,  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  profefTions  incrcafes,  and 
they  branch  out  into  more  numer¬ 
ous  and  minute  fubdfvifons.  A- 
mong  the  Mexicans,  this  fepara- 
tion  of  the  arts  neceflary  in  life 
had  taken  place  to  a  ccnfiderable 
extent.  The  functions  of  the  ma- 
fon,  the  weaver,  the  golufmiih, 
the  painter,  and  of  feveral  other 
crafts,  were  carried  on  by  different 
perfons.  Each  was  regularly  in- 
ftrudfed  in  his  calling.  'Eo  it  alone 
his  induflry  was  confined  ;  and  by 
affiduous  application  to  one  objedt, 
together  with  the  perfevering  pa¬ 
tience  peculiar  to  Americans,  their 
artizans  attained  to  a  dep-ree  of 
neatnefs  and  perfeelion  in  work  far 
beyond  what  could  have  been  ex- 
pefted  from  the  rude  tools  which 
they  employed.  Their  various 
productions  were  brought  into 
commerce  ;  and  by  the  exchange 
of  them  in  the  hated  markets  held 
in  the  cities,  their  mutual  wants 
were  fupplied,  in  fuch  orderly  in- 
tercourfe  as  characterifes  an  im¬ 
proved  hate  of  fociety. 

The  diflinCtion  of  ranks  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  Mexican  empire  is 
^he  next  circuinitance  that  merits 
attention.  In  furveying  the  favage 
tribes  of  America,  w'C  obferved, 
that  confcioufnefs  of  equality,  and 
impatience  of  fubordination,  are 
fentiments  natural  to  man  in  the 
infancy  of  civil  life.  During 
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peace,  the  authority  of  a  fuperiof 
is  hardly  felt  among  them,  and 
even  in  war  it  is  but  little  acknow¬ 
ledged.  Strangers  to  the  idea  of 
property,  the  difference  in  condi¬ 
tion  refulting  from  it  is  unknown. 
Birth  or  titles  confer  no  pre-emi¬ 
nence  ;  it  is  only  by  perfonal  merit 
and  accomplifhments  that  it  can  be 
acquired.  The  form  of  fociety 
was  very  different  among  the 
Mexicans.  The  great  body  of  the 
people  were  in  a  moft  humiliating 
flace,  A  conffderable  number, 
known  by  the  name  of  Mayeques^ 
nearly  refembled  in  condition  thofe 
peafants  who,  under  various  deno¬ 
minations,  were  confidered,  du¬ 
ring  the  prevalence  of  the  feudal 
fyllem,  as  in ff rumen ts  of  labour 
attached  to  the  foil.  The  Mayeques 
could  not  change  their  place  of  re- 
fidence  without  permiffion  of  the 
fuperior  on  whom  they  depended. 
They  were  conveyed,  together 
with  the  lands  on  which  they  were 
fettled,  from  one  proprietor  to  an¬ 
other  ;  and  were  bound  to  culti- 
v'ate  the  ground,  and  to  perform 
feveral  kinds  of  fcrvile  work. 
Others  were  reduced  to  the  loweft 
form  of  fubjedion,  that  of  domeftic 
fervitude,  and  felt  the  utmoft  ri¬ 
gour  of  that  wretched  Itate.  Their 
condition  was  held  to  be  fo  vile, 
and  their  lives  deemed  to  be  of  fo 
little  value,  that  a  perfon  who  kill¬ 
ed  one  of  thofe  Haves  was  not  fub- 
jeded  to  any  punilhment.  Even 
thofe  confidered  as  freemen,  were 
treated  by  their  haughty  lords  as 
beings  of  an  Inferior  Ipecies.  The 
nobles,  pofieifed  of  ample  territo¬ 
ries,  were  divided  into  various 
clalTes,  to  each  of  which  peculiar 
titles  of  honour  belonged.  Some 
of  thefe  titles,*  like  their  lands,  de- 
feended  from  father  to  fon  in  perpe¬ 
tual 
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tual  fucceffion.  Others  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  particular  offices,  or  con¬ 
ferred  during  life  as  marks  of  per- 
fonal  dilUnftion.  The  monarch, 
exalted  above  all,  enjoyed  exten- 
live  power,  and  fupreme  dignity. 
Thus  the  didinftion  of  ranks  was 
completely  ellablifhed,  in  a  line  of 
regular  fubordination,  reaching 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweil 
member  of  the  community.  Each 
of  thefe  knew  what  he  could  claim, 
and  what  he  owed.  The  people, 
who  were  not  allowed  to  wear  a 
drefs  of  the  fame  fafhion,  or  to 
dwell  in  houfes  of  a  form  limilar 
to  thofe  of  the  nobles,  accofted 
them  with  the  mod  fubmiffive  re¬ 
verence,  In  the  prefence  of  their 
fovereign,  they  durft  not  lift  their 
eyes  from  the  ground,  or  look  him 
in  the  face.  The  nobles  them- 
felves,  when  admitted  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  their  fovereign,  entered 
bare-footed,  in  mean  garments, 
and,  as  his  flaves,  paid  him  ho¬ 
mage  approaching  to  adoration. 
This  refped  due  from  inferiors  to 
thofe  above  them  in  rank,  was 
eilabliffied  with  fuch  ceremonious 
accuracy,  that  it  incorporated  v.'ith 
their  language,  and  influenced  its 
genius  and  idiom.  The  Mexican 
tongue  abounded  in  expreffions  of 
reverence  and  courtefy.  The  ftile 
and  appellations,  ufed  in  the  in- 
tercourfe  between  equals,  would 
have  been  fo  unbecoming  in  the 
mouth  of  one  in  a  lower  fphere, 
when  he  accofted  a  perfon  in  higher 
rank,  as  to  be  deemed  an  infult. 
It  is  only  in  focieties,  which  time 
and  the  inflitution  of  regular  go¬ 
vernment  have  moulded  into  form, 
that  we  find  fuch  an  orderly  ar¬ 
rangement  of  men  into  different 
ranks,  and  fuch  nice  attention  paid 
to  their  various  rights. 
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“The  fpirit  of  the  Mexican 
thus  familiarized  and  bended  to 
fubordination,  was  prepared  for 
fubmitting  to  monarchical  govern¬ 
ment.  But  the  defcriptions  of  their 
policy  and  laws,  by  the  Spaniards 
who  overturned  them,  are  fo  inac¬ 
curate  and  con tradi dory,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  delineate  the  form  of 
their  conftitution  with  any  preci- 
flon.  Sometimes  they  reprefent 
the  monarchs  of  Mexico  as  abfo- 
lute,  deciding  according  to  their 
pleafare,  with  refped  to  every 
operation  of  the  flate.  On  other 
occafions,  we  difcover  the  traces  of 
eftabliflied  cufloms  and  laws, 
framed  in  order  to  circumfcribe  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  we  meet 
with  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
nobles  which  feem  to  be  oppofed  as 
barriers  againft  its  encroachments. 
This  appearance  of  inconfiflency 
has  arifen  from  inattention  to  the 
innovations  of  Montezuma  upon 
the  Mexican  policy.  Hisafpiring 
ambition  fub verted  the  ancient  fy- 
ftem  of  government,  and  introduced 
a  pure  defpotifm.  He  difregarded 
their  laws,  violated  their  privi¬ 
leges,  and  reduced  his  fubjeds  of 
every  order,  to  the  level  of  flaves. 
The  chiefs,  or  nobles  of  the  firfl: 
rank,  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  with 
fuch  reludance,  that,  from  impa¬ 
tience  to  fliake  it  off,  and  hope  of 
recovering  their  original  rights, 
many  of  them  courted  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Cortes,  and  joined  a  fo¬ 
reign  power  againfl  their  domeflic 
oppreflbr.  It  is  not  then  under 
the  reign  of  Montezuma,  but  un¬ 
der  thofe  of  his  predecefibrs,  that 
we  can  difcover  what  was  the  ori¬ 
ginal  form  and  genius  of  Mexican 
policy.  From  the  foundation  of 
the  monarchy  to  the  eledion  of 
Montezuma,  it  fpems  to  have  fub- 

fifled 


ACCOUNT 

fifted  with  little  variation.  That 
body  of  citizens,  which  may  be 
diflinguillied  by  the  name  of  no¬ 
bility,  formed  the  chief  and  mod 
refpeftable  order  in  the  date.  They 
were  of  various  ranks,  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  obferved,  and  their  ho¬ 
nours  were  acquired  and  tranlmit- 
ted  in  different  manners.  Their 
number  feems  to  have  been  great. 
According  to  an  author  accuftomed 
to  examine  with  attention  what  he 
relates,  there  were  in  the  Mexican 
empire  thirty  of  this  order,  each 
of  whom  had  in  his  territories 
j  about  a  hundred  thoufand  people, 
j  and  fubordinate  to  thefe,  there 
I  were  about  three  thoufand  nobles 
i  of  a  lower  clafs.  The  territories 
!  belonging  to  the  chiefs  of  Tezeuco 
I  and  Tacuba,  were  hardly  inferior 
in  extent  to  thofe  of  the  Mexican 
monarch.  Each  of  thele  poHeiled 
complete  territorial  jurifdidlion, 
and  levied  taxes  from  their  own 
vaifals.  But  all  followed  the  ftan- 
dard  of  Mexico  in  war,  ferving 
with  a  number  of  men  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  domain,,  and  moft  of 
them  paid  tribute  to  its  monarch 
as  their  fuperior  lord. 

“  In  tracing  thofe  great  lines  of 
the  Mexican  conftitution,  an  image 
of  feudal  policy  in  its  moil  rigid 
form  rifes  to  view,  and  we  difcern 
its  three  diftinguifhing  charadlenf-. 
tics,  a  nobility  poifeifing  almoil 
independent  authority,  a  people 
depreifed  into  the  loweft  llate?  of 
fubjedion,  and  a  king  entruiled 
with  the  executive  power  of  the 
rtate.  Its  fpirit  and  principles 
feem  to  have  operated  in  the  New 
World  in  the  fame  manner,  as  in 
the  ancient.  The  jurifdiftion  of 
the  crown  was  extremely  limited. 
All  real  and  effedlive  authority  was 
retained  by  the  Mexican  nobles  in 
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their  own  hands,  and  the  iliadow 
of  it  only  left  to  the  king.  Jea¬ 
lous  to  excels  of  their  own  rights, 
they  guarded  with  moll  vigilant 
anxiety  againll  the  encroachments 
of  their  fovereigns.  By  a  funda¬ 
mental  law  of  the  empire,  it  was 
provided  that  the  king  Ihould  not 
determine  concerning  any  point  of 
general  importance,  without  the 
approbation  of  a  council  compofed 
of  the  prime  nobility.  Unlefs  he 
obtained  their  confent  he  could  not 
engage  the  nation  in  war,  nor 
could  he  difpofe  of  the  mod  conli- 
derable  branch  of  the  public  reve¬ 
nue  at  pleafure,  it  was  appropri¬ 
ated  to  certain  purpofes  from 
which  it  could  not  be  diverted  by 
the  regal  authority.  In  order  to 
fecure  full  elfedl  to  thofe  conditu^ 
tional  redraints,  the  Mexican  no¬ 
bles  did  not  permit  their  crown  to 
delcend  by  inheritance,  but  dif- 
pofed  of  it  by  election.  The  right 
of  eleftion  feems  to  have  been  ori¬ 
ginally  veded  in  the  whole  body  of 
nobility,  but  was  afterwards  com¬ 
mitted  to  dx  eledors,  of  whom  the 
chiefs  of  Tezeuco  and  Tacuba  were 
always  two.  From  refpedl  for  the 
family  of  their  monarchs,  the 
choice  fell  generally  upon  fome 
perfon  fprung  from  it.  But  as  the 
adlivity  and  valour  of  their  prince 
was  of  greater  moment  to  a  people 
perpetually  engaged  in  war,  than 
a  dridl  adherence  to  the  order  of 
birch,  collaterals  of  mature  age  or 
didinguifhed  merit  were  often  pre¬ 
ferred,  to  thofe  who  were  nearer 
the  throne  in  diredl  defeent.  To 
this  maxim,  in  their  policy,  the 
Mexicans  appear  to  be  indebted 
for  fuch  a  fucceflion  of  able  and 
warlike  princes,  as  raifed  their 
empire  in  a  fhort  period  to  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  height  of  power,  which^ 
5  it 
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it  had  attained  when  Cortes  landed 
in  New  Spain. 

“  While  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
Mexican  monarchs  continued  to  be 
limited,  it  is  probable  that  it  was 
exercifed  with  little  oftentation. 
But  as  their  authority  became  more 
extenfive,  the  Iplendour  of  their 
government  augmented.  It  was 
in  this  laft  date  that  the  Spaniards 
beheld  it,  and  druck  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Montezuma’s  court, 
they  defcribe  its  pomp  at  great 
length,  and  with  much  admiration. 
The  number  of  his  attendants,  the 
order,  the  filence,  and  the  reve¬ 
rence  with  which  theyferved  him  ; 
the  vad  extent  of  his  royal  manfion, 
the  variety  of  its  apartments  allot¬ 
ted  to  different  officers,  and  the 
odentation  with  which  his  grandeur 
was  difplayed,  whenever  he  per¬ 
mitted  his  fubjedls  to  behold  him, 
feem  to  refemble  the  magnificence 
of  the  ancient  monarchies  in  Afia, 
rather  than  the  fimplicity  of  the 
infant  dates  in  the  New  World. 

“  But  it  was  not  in  the  mere  pa¬ 
rade  of  royalty  that  the  Mexican 
potentates  exhibited  their  power, 
they  manifeded  it  more  beneficially 
an  the  order  and  regularity  with 
which  they  conduced  the  internal 
adminidration  and  police  of  their 
dominions.  Complete  jurifdidlion, 
civil  as  well  as  criminal,  over  its 
own  immediate  vaffals,  was  veded 
in  the  crown.  Judges  were  ap¬ 
pointed  for  each  department,  and 
if  we  may  rely  on  the  account 
Vv^hich  the  Spanidi  writers  give  of 
the  maxims  and  laws  upon  which 
they  founded  their  decifions  with 
r.efpe^l  to  the  didribution  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  the  puniffiment  of  crimes, 
judice  was  adminidered  in  the 
Mexican  empire,  with  a  degree  of 
order  and  equity,  refembling  what 
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takes  place  in  focieties  highly  ci-* 
vilized. 

“  Their  attention  in  providing 
for  the  fupport  of  government  was 
not  lefs  fagacious.  Taxes  were 
laid  upon  land,  upon  the  acquifi- 
tions  of  indudry,  and  upon  com¬ 
modities  of  every  kind  expofed  to 
fale  in  the  public  markets.  Thefe 
duties,  though  confiderable,  were 
not  arbitrary,  or  unequal.  They 
were  impofed  according  to  eda- 
blifhed  rules,  and  each  knew  what 
fhare  of  the  common  burden  he  had 
to  bear.  As  the  ufe  of  money  was 
unknown,  all  the  taxes  were  paid 
in  kind,  and  thus  not  only  the  na¬ 
tural  produftions  of  all  the  differ¬ 
ent  provinces  in  the  empire,  but 
every  fpecies  of  manufadture,  and 
every  work  of  ingenuity  and  art 
were  colledled  in  the  public  dore- 
houfes.  From  thofe  the  emperor 
fupplied  his  numerous  train  of  at¬ 
tendants  in  peace,  and  his  armies 
during  war,  with  food,  with 
deaths,  and  ornaments.  People 
of  inferior  condition,  neither  pof- 
feffing  land  nor  engaged  in  com- 
mere'e^  were  bound  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  various^  fervices.  By  their 
dated  labour  the  crown-lands  were 
cultivated,  public  works  were  car¬ 
ried  on,  and  the  various  houfes  be¬ 
longing  to  the  emperor  were  built, 
and  kept  in  repair. 

“The  improved  date  of  govern¬ 
ment  among  the  Mexicans  is  con- 
fpicuous  not  only  in  points  effen- 
tial  to  the  being  of  a  well-ordered 
fociety,  but  in  feveral  regulations 
of  inferior  confequence  with  re- 
fpedl  to  police.  The  inftitutionj 
which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
of  public  couriers,  dationed  at  pro¬ 
per  intervals,  to  convey  intelli¬ 
gence  from  one  part  of  the  empire 
to  the  other,  was  a  refinement  in 
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police  not  introduced  into  any 
kingdom  of  Europe  at  that  period. 
Thej(lru6lure  of  the  capital  city  in 
a  lake,  with  artificial  dykes,  i  and 
caufeways'of  great  length,  which 
ferved  as  avenues  to  it  from  differ¬ 
ent  quarters,  creded  in  the  water 
with  no  lefs  ingenuity  than  labour, 
feems  to  be  an  idea  that  could  not 
have  occurred  to  any  but  a  civilized 
people.  The  fame  obfervation 
may  be  applied  to  the  flrufttire  of 
the  aqueduds,  or  conduits,  by 
which  they  conveyed  a  ftream  of 
Irefh  water,  from  a  confiderable 
diftance,  into  the  city,  along  one 
of  the  caufeways*.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  confiderable  number  of 
perfons  to  clean  the  flreets,  to  light 
them  by  fires  kindled  in  different 
places,  and  to  patrole  as  watch¬ 
men  during  the  night,  difeovers  a 
degree  of  attention  which  even  po- 
lifhed  nations  are  late  in  acquir¬ 
ing. 

“  Theprogrefs  of  the  Mexicans 
in  various  arts  is  confidered  as  the 
moft  decifive  proof  of  their  fupe- 
rior  refinement.  Cortes,  and  the 
early  Spanifh  authors,  deferibe 
i  this  with  rapture,  and  maintain, 
that  the  moft  celebrated  European 
artifts  could  not  furpafs  or  even 
equal  them  in  ingenuity  and  neat- 
j>efs  of  workmanfliip.  They  re- 
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prefented  men,  animals,  and  other 
objeds,  by  fuch  a  difpofition  of 
various  coloured  feathers,  as  is 
faid  to  have  produced  ail  the  ef- 
feds  of  light  and  fhade,  and  to 
have  imitated  nature  with  truth  and 
delicacy.  Their  ornaments  of 
gold  and  filver  have  been  deferibed 
to  be  of  a  fabric  no  lefs  curious^ 
But  in  forming  any  iciea,  from  ge¬ 
neral  deferiptions,  concerning  the 
ftate  of  arts  among  nations  imper- 
fediy  polifhed,  we  are  extremely 
ready  to  err.  In  examining  the 
works  of  people  whole  advances  in 
improvement  are  nearly  the  fame 
with  our  own,  we  view  them  with 
a  critical,  and  often  with  a  jealous 
eye.  Whereas,  when  confeious  of 
our  own  fuperiority,  we  furvey  the 
arts  of  nations  comparatively  rude, 
vve  are  aflonifhed  at  works  executed 
by  them  under  fuch  manifeft  dif- 
advantages,  and  in  the  warmth  of 
our  admiration,  are  apt  to  repre-i 
fent  them  as  produdions  more  fi- 
nifhed  than  they  really  are.  To 
the  influence  of  this  illufion,  with¬ 
out  fuppoflng  any  intention  to  de¬ 
ceive,  we  may  impute  the  exagge¬ 
ration  of  fome  Spaiiiih  authors,  in 
their  accounts  of  the  Mexican 
arts.’’ 

Our  author,  after  an  enquiry  in¬ 
to  the  ftaie  of  their  arts,  and  feve- 

as  much  aflonifhed  with  this,  as  with 


*  Cortes,  who  feems  to  have  been 

any  inflance  of  Mexican  ingenuity,  gives  a  particular  defcription  of  it.  Along 
one  of  the  caufeways,  fays  he,  by  which  they  enter  the  city,  are  conduded 
two  conduits,  compol’ed  of  clay  tempered  with  mortar,  about  two  paces  in 
breadth,  and  railed  about  fix  feet.  In  one  of  them  is  conveyed  a  ftream  of  ex^ 
cellent  water,  as  large  as  the  body  cf  a  man,  into  the  centre  of  tlie  city,  and 
it  fupplies  all  the  inhabitants  plentifully.  The  other  is  empty,  that  when  it 
is  neceflary  to  clean,  or  repair  the  former,  the  ftream  of  water  may  be  turned 
into  it.  As  tliis  conduit  pafles  along  two  of  the  bridges,  where  there  are 
breaches  in  the  caufeway,  through  which  the  falt-water  of  the  lake  flows,  it  is 
conveyed  over  them  in  pipes  as  large  as  the  body  of  an  ox,  tjien  carried  front 
the  conduit  to  the  remote  quarters  of  the  city  in  canoes,  and  fold  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Relat.  ap.  Ramuf,  241,  A. 
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ral  curious  particulars  of  the  me¬ 
thod  of  Figure  WritVTg,  pradliled 
by  the  ?.^exicans,  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  ini'cance  of  even  a  philofophical 
obfervation  with  refpebl  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  time  and  the  face  of  the 
heavens. 

“  Their  mode  of  computing 
time  may  be  confidered  as  a  more 
decifive  evidence  of  their  progrefs 
in  improvement.  They  divided 
their  year  into  eighteen  months, 
eacli  confiding  of  twenty  days, 
amounting  in  all  to  three  hundred 
and  fixty.  But  as  they  obferved 
that  the  courfe  of  the  fun  was  not 
completed  in  that  time,  they  added 
^£ve  days  to  the  year.  Thefe, 
which  were  properly  intercalary 
d^ys,  they  termed  fupernuynerary  or 
n.vajle  ;  and  as  they  did  not  belong 
to  any  month,  no  work  was  cone, 
and  no  facred  rite  performed  on 
them  ;  they  were  devoted  wholly 
to  felHvity  and  paftime.  This 
near  approach  to  philofophical  ac¬ 
curacy  is  a  remarkable  proof  that 
the  Mexicans  had  bedow'ed  feme 
.  attention  upon  inquiries  and  fpe- 
culations,  to  which  men  in  a 
very  rude  date  never  turn  their 
^  thoughts.’^ 

We  fhall  now  felefl  fome  curious 
particulars  from  our  author’s  ac-, 
count  of  the  policy  and  civilization 
of  the  empire  of  the  Incas. 

**  The  people  of  Peru,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  had  not  advanced 
beyond  the  rudeft  form  of  favage 
life,  when  Manco  Capac,  and  his 
confort  Mama  Ocollo,  appeared  to 
inftru6t  and  civilize  them.  '  Who 
thefe  extraordinary  perfonages 
were,  whether  they  imported  their 
fyftem  of  legiflation  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  arts  from  fome  country 
more  improved,  or,,  if  natives  of 
Peru,  how  they  acejuired  ideas  fo 
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far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  people 
whom  they  addreffed,  are  circum- 
flances  with  refpedt  to  which  the 
Peruvian  tradition  conveys  no  in¬ 
formation.  Manco  Capac  and 
his  confort,  taking  advantage  of 
the  propenfity  in  the  Peruvians  to 
fuperditioR,  and  particularly  of 
their  veneration  for  the  fun,  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  children  of  that  glo¬ 
rious  luminarv,  and  to  deliver 
their  inllrudions  in  his  name  and 
authority.  The  multitude  liftened 
and  believed.  What  reformation 
in  policy  and  manners  the  Peru¬ 
vians  aferibe  to  thofe  founders  of 
their  empire,  and  how,  from  the 
precepts  of  the  Inca  and  his  con¬ 
fort,  their  anceftors  gradually  ac¬ 
quired  fome  knowledge  of  thofe 
arts,  and  fome  relifh  for  that  in- 
,dufl;.’'y,  which  render  fubfidence 
fecure  and  life  comfortable,  hath 
been  formerly  related.  Thofe 
bleffings  were  originally  confined 
within  narrow  precindls  ;  for  the 
authority  of  the  firft  Inca  did  not 
reach  many  leagues  beyond  Cuzco. 
But,  in  procefs  of  time,  his  fuc- 
ceffors  extended  their  dominion 
over  all  the  reo-ions  that  firetch  to 
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the  weft  of  the  Andes  from  Chili 
,  to  Quito,  eftabiiflhing  in  every 
province  their  peculiar  policy  and 
religious  inftitutions. 

“  The  moft  fingular  and  ftriking 
circumftance  in  the  Peruvian  go¬ 
vernment,  is  the  influence  of  reli¬ 
gion  upon  its  genius  and  Jaws. 
Religious  ideas  make  fuch  a  feeble 
impreliion  on  the  mind  of  a  favage, 
that  their  effed  upon  his  fenti- 
ments  and  manners  are  hardly  per¬ 
ceptible.  Among'^the  Mexicans, 
religion,  reduced  into  a  regular 
fyftem,  and  holding  a  confiderable 
place  in  their  public  inftitutions, 
operated  with  confpicuoas  efficacy 
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in  form  in  the  peculiar  charafler 
of  that  people.  But  in  Peru,  the 
whole  lyltem  of  civil,  policy  was 
I'ounded  on  religion.  The  Inca 
appeared  not  only  as  a  legiflator, 
but  as  the  meffenger  of  heaven. 
His  precepts  were  received  not 
merely  as  the  injunflions  of  a  fa- 
perior,  but  as  the  mandates  of  the 
Deity,  His  race  was  held  to  be 
lacred  ;  and  in  order  to  prcferve  it 
dillindi,  without  being  polluted  by 
any  mixture  of  inferior  blood,  the 
fons  of  Manco  Capac  married  their 
own  fillers,  and  no  perfon  was  ever 
admitted  to  the  throne  w'ho  could 
not  claim  it  by  fuch  a  pure  defcent. 
To  thofe  Children  of  the  Sun,  for 
that  was  the  appellation  bellowed 
upon  all  the  offspring  of  the  firll 
Inca,  the  people  looked  up  with 
the  reverence  due  to  beings  of  a 
fuperior  order.  They  were  deemed 
to  be  under  the  immediate  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  deity  from  whom  they 
iffued,  and  by  him  every  order  of 
the  reigning  Inca  W’as  fuppofed  to 
be  diflated. 

“  From  thofe  ideas  two  confe- 
quences  refulted.  The  authority 
of  the  Inca  was  unlimited  and  ab- 
folute,  in  the  mod  extenlive  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  words.  Whenever  the 
decrees  of  a  prince  are  confidered 
as  the  commands  of  the  Divinity, 
it  is  not  only  an  afl  of  rebellion, 
but  of  impiety,  to  difpute  or  op> 
pofehis  will.  Obedience  becomes 
a  duty  of  religion  ;  and  as  it  would 
be  profane  to  controul  a  monarch 
under  the  guidance  of  Heaven, 
and  prefumptuous  to  advife  him, 
nothing  remains  but  to  fubmit  with 
implicit  refpedl.  This  mud  ne- 
ceffarily  be  the  effefl  of  every  go¬ 
vernment  edablifhed  on  pretend- 
ens  of  intercourfe  with  fuperior 
p#wers.  Such  accordingly  was  the 
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blind  fubmidion  which  the  Peruvi¬ 
ans  yielded  to  their  fovereigns* 
The  perfons  of  highed  rank  and 
greated  power  in  their  dominions 
acknowledged  them  to  be  of  a  more 
exalted  nature  ;  and  in  tedimony 
of  this,  when  admitted  into  their 
prefence,  they  entered  with  a  bur¬ 
den  upon  their  fhoulders,  as  aa 
emblem  of  their  fervitude,  and 
vvillingnefs  to  bear  whatever  the 
Inca  waspleafed  to  impofe.  Among 
their  fubjefls,  force  v.'as  notrequi- 
fite  to  lecond  their  commands. 
Every  officer  entrulled  with  the 
execution  of  them  was  revered, 
and,  according  to  the  account  of 
an  intelligent  obferver  of  Peruvian, 
manners,  might  oroceed  alone  from 
one  extremity  of  the  empire  to  an¬ 
other,  without  meeting  oppofition; 
for,  on  producing  a  fringe  from 
the  royal  Borla,  an  ornament  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  reigning  Inca,  the 
lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people 
were  at  his  difpofal. 

‘‘  Another  confequence  of  eda- 
blidiing  government  in  Peru  oil 
the  foundation  of  religion,  was, 
that  all  crimes  were  puniflaed  ca¬ 
pitally.  They  were  riot  confidered 
as  tranfgreffionS  of  human  laws, 
but  as  infults  offered  to  the  Deity. 
Each,  without  any  didindiori 
between  fuch  as  were  flight  and 
fuch  as  were  atrocious,  called  for 
vengeance,  and  could  be  expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender. 
Con  fori  an  tly  to  the  fame  iejeas, 
punifhment  followed  the  trefpafs 
with  inevitable  certainty,  beeaufe 
an  offence  againd  Heaven  was 
deemed  fuch  an  high  enormity  as 
could  not  be  pardoned.  Among  3 
people  of  corrupted  morals,  maxims 
of  jurifprudence  fo  fevere  and  unre¬ 
lenting,  by  rendering  men  fero¬ 
cious  and  defperate^  would  be  more 
0^2  ap 
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apt  to  multiply  crimes  than  to  re- 
ilrain  them.  But  the  Peruvians, 
of  riiTipIe  manners  and  unfufpicious 
filth,  were  held  in  fucli  awe  by 
this  rigid  difcipline,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  offenders  were  extremely 
fmall.  Veneration  for  monarchs, 
enlightened  and  diredled,  as  they 
believed,  by  the  divinity  whom 
they  adored,  prompted  them  to 
their  duty  ;  the  dread  of  punifn- 
jiient,  which  they  were  taught  to 
confider  as  unavoidable  vengeance 
inflidied  by  offended  Heaven,  with¬ 
held  them  from  evil. 

“  The  fyilem  of  fuperftition  on 
which  the  Incas  ingrafted  their 
pretenfions  to  fuch  high  authority, 
was  of  a  genius  very  different  from 
that  ellablifhcd  among;  the  Mexi- 
cans.  Manco  Capac  turned  the 
veneration  of  his  followers  entirely 
towards  natural  objects.  The  fun, 
as  the  great  fource  of  light,  of 
joy,  and  fertility  in  the  creation, 
attraded  their  principal  homage. 
The  moon  and  hars,  as  co-ope¬ 
rating  with  him,  were  entitled  to 
fecondary  honours.  Wherever  the 
propenlity  in  the  hum.an  mind  to 
acknowledge  and  to  adore  foine  fu- 
perior  power,  takes  this  diredlion, 
and  is  employed  in  contemplating 
the  order  and  beneficence  that 
realiv  exift  in  nature,  the  fpirit  of 
fuperilition  is  mild.  Wherever 
imaginary  beings,  created  by  the 
fancy  and  the  fears  of  men,  are 
fuppofed  to  prefide  in  nature,  and 
become  the  objeds  of  worfliip,  fu- 
perftition  always  affumes  a  wilder 
and  more  atrocious  form.  Qf  the 
latter  we  have  an  example  among 
the  Mexicans,  of  the  former  among 
the  people  of  Peru.  They  had 
not,  indeed,  made  fuch  progrefs 
in  obfervation  or  inquiry,  as  to 
have  attained  juil  conceptions  of 
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the  Deity  ;  nor  was  there  in  their 
language  any  proper  name  or  ap¬ 
pellation  of  the  Supreme  Power, 
which  intimated  that  they  had 
formed  any  idea  of  him  as  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the 
world.  But  by  direding  their  ve  - 
neration  to  that  glorious  luminary, 
which,  by  its  uhiverfai  and  vivi¬ 
fying  energy,  is  the  bek  emblem 
of  divine  beneficence,  the  rites 
and  obfervances  which  they  deem¬ 
ed  acceptable  to  him  were  innocent 
and  humane.  They  offered  to  the 
fun  a  part  of  thofe  predudions 
which  his  genial  warmth  had  called 
forth  from  the  bofom  of  the  earth, 
and  reared  to  maturity.  They  fa- 
crificed,  as  an  oblation  of  grati¬ 
tude,  fome  of  the  animals  w'ho 
were  indebted  to  his  inffuence  for 
nourifhment.  They  prefented  to 
him  choice  fpecimens  of  thofe 
works  of  ingenuity  which  his  light 
had  guided  the  hand  of  man  in 
forming.  But  the  Incas  never 
ffained  his  altars  with  human  blood, 
nor  could  they  conceive  that  their 
beneficent  father  the  fun  would  be 
delighted  with  fuch  horrid  vidims. 
Thus  the  Peruvians,  unacquainted 
with  thofe  barbarous  rites  which 
extinguiffi  fenfibility,  and  fupprefs 
the  feelings  of  nature  at  the  fight 
of  human  fufferings,  were  formed, 
by  the  fpirit  of  the  fuperffiiiou 
which  they  had  adopted,  to  a  na¬ 
tional  charader  more  gentle  than 
that  of  any  people  in  America. 

“  its  influence  operated  even 
upon  their  divil  inftitutions,  and 
tended  to  corred  in  them  anv  thing 
that  was  adverfe  to  gentlenefs  of 
charader.  The  dominion  of  the 
Incas,  though  the  moff  sbfolute  of 
all  defpotilms,  was  mitigated  by 
its  alliance  with  religion.  The 
mind  was  not  humbled  and  de- 
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pre/Jed  by  the  idea  of  a  forced  fub- 
je<5;lion  to  the  will  of  a  fuperior  ; 
obedience,  paid  to  one  who  was 
believed  to  be  clothed  with  divine 
authority,  w'as  willingly  yielded, 
and  implied  no  degradation.  The 
fovereign,  confeious  that  the  fub- 
miflive  reverence  of  his  people 
flowed  from  their  belief  of  his  hea¬ 
venly  defeent,  was  continually  re¬ 
minded  of  a  diflindlion  which 
paompted  him  to  imitate  that  be¬ 
neficent  power  which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  reprefent.  In  confequence 
of  thofe  impreflions,  there  hardly 
occurs  in  the  traditional  hiftory  of 
Peru,  any  inflance  of  rebellion 
againft  the  reigning  prince,  and, 
among  twelve  luccellive  monarchs, 
there  was  not  one  tyrant. 

“  Even  the  wars  in  which  the 
Incas  engaged,  w'cre  carried  on 
with  a  fpjrit  very  different  from 
that  of  other  American  nations. 
They  fought  not,  like  favages,  to 
dellroy  and  exterminate  ;  or,  like 
the  Mexicans,  to  glut  blood-thirhy 
divinities  with  human  facrifices. 
They  conquered,  in  order  to  re¬ 
claim  and  civilize  the  vanquiflied, 
and  to  diffufe  the  knowledo-e  of 
their  own  inftitutions  and  arts. 
Prifoners  feem  not  to  have  been 
expofed  to  the  infults  and  tortures, 
which  were  their  lot  in  every  other 
part  of  the  New  World.  The  In¬ 
cas  took  the  people  whom  they 
fubdued  under  their  protedlion,  and 
admitted  them  to  a  participation 
of  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by 
their  original  fubjedls.  This  prac¬ 
tice,  fo  repugnant  to  American  fe¬ 
rocity,  and  refembling  the  huma¬ 
nity  of  the  mod  poljflied  nations, 
mull  be  aferibed,  like  other  pecu¬ 
liarities  which  we  have  obferved 
in  the  Peruvian  manners,  to  the 
genius  of  their  religion.  The  In- 
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cas,  confidering  the  homage  paid 
to  any  objedl  but  the  heavenly 
powers  which  they  adored,  as  im¬ 
pious,  were  fond  of  gaining  pro- 
felytes  to  their  favourite  fyflem. 
The  idols  of  every  conquered  pro¬ 
vince  were  carried  In  triumph  to 
the  great  temple  at  Cuzco,  and 
placed  there  as  trophies  of  the  lu- 
perior  pow'er  of  the  divinity  who 
was  the  protedlor  of  the  empire. 
The  people  were  treated  with  le¬ 
nity,  and  inftrudled  in  the  religi¬ 
ous  tenets  of  their  new  mailers, 
that  the  conqueror  might  have  the 
glory  of  having  added  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  votaries  of  his  father  the 
Sun. 

**  The  date  of  property  in  Peru 
was  no  lefs  fingular  than  that  of 
religion,  and  contributed,  like- 
wile,  towards  giving  a  mild  turn 
of  charader  to  the  people.  AH 
the  lands  capable  of  cultivation 
were  divided  into  three  (hares.  One 
was  confecrated  to  the  fun,  and 
whatever  it  produced  was  applied 
towards  the  eredlion  of  temples, 
and  furnifhing  what  was  requilite 
towards  celebrating  the  public  rites 
of  religion.  The  other  belonged 
to  the  Inca,  and  was  fet  apart  as 
the  provifion  made  by  the  commu¬ 
nity  for  the  fupport  of  government. 
The  third  and  largell  lhare  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
people,  among  whom  it  was  par¬ 
celled  out.  No  perfon,  however, 
had  a  right  of  exclufive  property  in 
the  poriion  allotted  to  him.  He 
poffeffed  it  only  for  a  year,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  a  new  divifion 
was  made  in  proportion  to  the 
rank,  the  number,  and  exigencies 
of  each  family.  All  thofe  lands 
were  cultivated  by  the  joint  induf- 
try  of  the  community.  The  peo¬ 
ple,  fummoned  by  a  proper  officer, 
0.3  repaired 
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repaired  in  a  body  to  the  fields,  and 
performed  their  common  talk, 
while  fongs  and  mufical  inllruments 
cheered  them  to  their  labour.  By 
this  fingular  difiribution  of  terri¬ 
tory,  as  well  as  by  the  mode  of 
cultivating  it,  the  idea  of  a  com¬ 
mon  intereft,  and  of  mutual  fiib- 
ferviency,  was  continually  incul¬ 
cated.  Each  individual  felt  his 
connexion  with  thofe  around  him, 
and  knew  that  he  depended  on 
their  friendly  aid  for  what  increafe 
be  was  to  reap.  A  fiate  thus  con- 
Eituted  may  be  confidered  as  one 
great  family,  in  which  the  union 
of  mennhers  was  fo  complete,  and 
the  exchange  of  good  ofiices  fo 
perceptible,  as  to  create  fiionger 
attachment,  and  to  bind  man  to 
man  in  clofer  intercourfe,  than  fub- 
fified  under  any  form  of  fociety 
eitablilhed  in  America.  From  this 
reiuked  gentle  manners,  and  mild 
viri-ues  unknown  in  the  favage 
Fate,  and  with  which  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  were  liitle  acquainted. 

,  “  But,  though  the  inftirutions 
of  the  Incas  were  fo  framed  as  to 
lirengihen  the  bonds  of  alledion 
among  their  fubjedts,  there  was 
great  inequality  in  their  condition. 
The  dillindlion  of  ranks  was  fully 
eftablifned  in  Peru.  A  great  body 
of  the  inhabitants,  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  yanaco^iaSi  were  held 
In  a  Hate  offervitude.  Their  garb 

«  '  o 

and  hoiifes  were  of  a  form  differ¬ 
ent  from  thofe  of  free-men.  Like 
the  oi  yicxizo,  they  were 

employed  in  carrying  burdens,  and 
in  performing  every  other  work  of 
drudgery.  Next  to  them  in  rank, 
were  fuch  of  the  people  as  were 
free,  but  diftinguifhed  by  no  offi¬ 
cial  or  hereditary  honours.  Above 
them  were  raifed,  thofe  whom  the 
6|?aniards  C4il  Qrejaies^  froni  the 
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ornaments  worn  in  their  ears. 
They  formed  what  may  be  deno¬ 
minated  the  order  of  nobles,  and 
in  peace,  as  well  as  war,  held 
every  office  of  power  or  truft.  At 
the  head  of  all  were  the  children 
of  the  Sun,  who,  by  their  high 
defeent,  and  peculiar  privileges, 
were  as  much  exalted  above  the 
Orejones,  as  thefe  were  elevated 
beyond  the  people.  ' 

“  Such  a  form  of  fociety,  from* 
the  union  of  its  members,  as  well 
as  from  the  diflindlion  in  their 
ranks,  was  favourable  to  progrefs 
in  the  arts.  But  the  Spaniards 
having  been  acquainted  with  the 
improved  fia’^e  of  various  arts  in 
Mexico,  fe venal  years  before  they 
difeovered  Peru,  were  not  fo  much 
flruck  with  what  they  obferved  in. 
the  latter  country,  and  deferibe 
the  appearances  of  ingenuity  there 
with  lefs  warmth  of  admiration. 
The  Peruvians,  neverthelefs,  had 
advanced  far  beyond  the  Mexicans, 
both  in  the  neceffary  arts  of  life, 
and  in  fuch  as  have  fome  title  to 
the  name  of  elegant. 

“  In  Peru,  agriculture,  the  art 
of  primary  neceffity  in  focial  life, 
was  more  exreniive,  and  carried  on 
with  greater  fkill  than  in  any  part 
of  America.  The  Spaniards,  in 
their  progrefs  through  the  country, 
were  fo  fully  fopplied  with  provi- 
fions  of  every  kind,  that  in  the  re¬ 
lation  of  their  adventures  we  meet 
with  no'ne  of  thofe  difmal  feenes  of 
difirefs  occafioned  by  famine,  in 
which  the  conquerors  of  Mexico 
were  fo  often  involved.  The 
quantity  of  foil  under  cultivation 
was  not  left  to  the  diferetion  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  but  regulated  by  public 
authority  in  proportion  to  the  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  community.  Even 
the  calamity  of  an  unfruitful  feafori 
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v/as  but  little  felt,  for  the  produfl 
of  the  lands  confecrated  to  the  Sun, 
as  well  as  thofe  fet  apart  for  the 
Inca,  being  depofited  in  the  iam- 
Sos,  or  public  llorehoufes,  it  re¬ 
mained  there  as  a  Hated  provifion 
for  times  of  fcarcity.  As  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  cultivation  was  determined 
with  luch  provident  attention  to 
I  the  demands  of  the  Hate,  the  in¬ 
vention  and  induHry  of  the  Peru¬ 
vians  were  called  forth  to  extra¬ 
ordinary  exertions,  by  certain  de¬ 
fects  peculiar  to  their  climate  and 
foil.  All  the  vaH  rivers  that  flow 
from  the  Andes  take  their  courfe 
,  eaHward  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Peru  is  watered  only  by  lome 
Hreams  which  rufli  down  from  the 
mountains  like  torrenfs.  A  great 
part  of  the  low-country  is  Tandy 
and  barren,  and  never  refrefhed 
with  rain.  In  order  to  render 
fuch  an  unpromiflirg  region  fertile, 
the  ingenuity  of  the  Peruvians  had 
recourfe  to  various  expedients.  By 
means  of  artificial  canals  condudt- 
ed,  with  much  patience  and  confi- 
derable  art,  from  the  torrents  that 
poured  acrofs  their  country,  they 
conveyed  a  regular  fupply  of  moi- 
Hure  to  their  fields.  They  enrich¬ 
ed  the  Toil  by  manuring  it  with 
the  dung  of  Tea-fowls,  of  which 
they  found  an  inexhauHible  Hore 
on  all  the  iflands  Tcattered  alonp- 
their  coaHs.  In  dcTcribing  the 
cuHoms  of  any  nation  thoroughly 
civilized,  Tuch  pradlices  would 
hardly  draw  attention,  or  be  men¬ 
tioned  .  as  in  any  degree  remark¬ 
able,  but  in  the  hiHory  of  the  im¬ 
provident  race  of  men  in  the  New 
World,  they  are  entitled  to  notice 
'as  Angular  proofs  of  induHry  and 
©f  art.  The  ufe  of  the  plough, 
indeed,  was  unknown  lo  the  Pe- 
ruviaug.  They  turned  up  the 
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earth  with  a  kind  of  mattock  of 
hard  wood.  Nor  was  this  labour 
deemed  fo  degrading  as  to  be  de¬ 
volved  wholly  upon  the  women. 
Both  fexes  joined  in  performing 
this  necelTary  work.  Even  the 
children  of  the  Sun  fet  an  example 
of  induHry,  by  cultivating  a  field 
near  Cuzco  with  their  own  hands, 
and  they  dignified  this  funClion  by 
denominating  it  their  triumph  over 
the  earth. 

“  The  fuperior  ingenuity  of  the 
Peruvians  is  obvious,  likewife,  iti 
the  conHruiHion  of  their  houfesand 
public  buildings,  in  the  extenfive 
plains  which  Hretch  along  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  wliere  the  fley  is  per¬ 
petually  ferene,  and  the  cliibate 
mild,  their  houfes  were  very  pro¬ 
perly  of  a  fabric  extremely  flight. 
But  in  the  higher  regions,  where 
rain  falls,  where  the  viciHitude  of 
feafons  is  known,  and  their  rigour 
felt,  they  were  conHrufled  with 
greater  folidity.  They  were  ge¬ 
nerally  of  a  fquare  form,  the  walls 
about  eight  feet  high,  built  with 
bricks  hardened  in  the  fun,  the^ 
door  low  and  Hrait,  and  without 
any  windows.  Simple  as  tfiefe 
HruiHurcs  were,  and  rude  as  the 
materials  may  feem  to  be  of  which 
they  were  formed,^  they  were  fo 
durable,  that  many  of  them  Hill 
fubfiH  in  different  parts  of  Peru, 
long  after  every  monument  that 
might  have  conveyed  to  us  any  idea ' 
of  the  domeHic  liate  of  the  other 
Anicrican  nations  has  vanilhed 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  it 
was  in  the  temples  confecrated  to 
the  Sun,  and  in  the  buildings  de- 
Hi  ned  for  the  refidcnce  of  their  mo- 
narchs,  that  the  Peruvians  dif- 
played  the  utmoH  extent  of  their 
art  andcontrivance.  The  deferip- 
tions  of  them  by  fuch  of  the  Spa- 
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nifli  writers  as  had  an  opportunity 
of  contemplating  them  while,  in 
fotne  meafure,  entire,  might  have 
appeared  highly  exaggerated,  if 
the  ruins  which  ftill  remain,  did 
not  vouch  the  truth  of  their  rela¬ 
tions.  Thefe  ruins  of  facred  or 
royal  buildings  are  found  in  every 
province  of  the  empire,  and  by 
their  frequency  demonftrate  that 
they  are  monuments  of  a  powerful 
people,  who  rnuil  have  fubfifted, 
during  a  period  offome  extent,  in 
a  {late  of  no  inconfiderable  im¬ 
provement,  They  appear  to  have 
been  edifices  various  in  their  di- 
menfions.  Some  of  a  moderate 
fize,  many  of  immenfe  extent,  all 
remarkable  for  folidity,  and  refem- 
bling  each  other  in  the  fiile  of  ar¬ 
chitecture.  The  temple  of  Pacha- 
camac,  together  with  a  palace  of 
the  Inca,  and  a  fortrefs,  were  fo 
connected  together  as  to  form  one 
great  firuCture,  above  half  a  league 
in  circuit.  In  this  prodigious  pile, 
the  fame  fingular  take  in  building 
is  confpicuDus  as  in  other  works  of 
the  Peruvians,  As  they  were  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  the  pul¬ 
ley,  and  other  mechanical  powers, 
and  could  not  elevate  the  large 
ilones  and  bricks  which  they  em¬ 
ployed  in  building  to  any  confider- 
able  height,  the  walls  of  this  edi¬ 
fice,  in  which  they  feem  to  have 
made  their  greateft  effort  towards 
magnificence,  did  not,  rife  above 
iwelvo  feet  from  the  ground. 
Though  they  had  not  difcovered 
the  ufe  of  mortar  or  of  any  other 
cement  in  building,  the  bricks  or 
fones  were  joined  with  fo  much 
nicety,  that  the  Teams  can  hardly 
be  difcerned.  The  apartments,  as 
far  as  the  dillribution  of  them  can 
i>e  traced  in  the  ruins,  were  ill- 
difpofed,  and  afforded  little  ao- 
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commodation.  There  was  not  a 
fingle  window  in  any  part  of  the 
building,  and  as  no  light  could  en¬ 
ter  but  by  the  door,  all  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  largefl  dimenfion  muft 
either  have  been  perfeClly  dark,  or 
illuminated  by  fome  other  means. 
But  with  all  thefe  and  many  other 
imperfections  that  might  be  men¬ 
tioned,  in  their  art  of  building, 
the  works  of  the  Peruvians  which 
ftill  remain  muft  be  confidered  as 
ftupendous  efforts  of  a  people  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  iron, 
and  convey  to  us  an  high  idea  of 
the  power  pofTefTed  by  their  ancient 
monarchs. 

“  Thefe,  however,  were  not 
the  nobleft  or  moft  ufeful  works  of 
the  Incas.  The  two  great  roads 
from  Cuzco  to  Quito,  extending 
in  an  uninterrupted  ftretch  above 
five  hundred  leagues,  are  entitled 
to  ftill  higher  praife.  The  one 
was  conduCled  through  the  interior 
and  mountainous  country,  the  other 
through  the  plains  on  the  fea-coaft. 
From  the  language  of  admiration 
in  which  fome  of  the  early  writers 
exprefs  their  aftonifhment  when 
they  firft  viewed  thofe  roads,  and 
from  the  more  pompous  defcrip- 
tions  of  later  writers,  who  labour 
to  fupport  fome  favourite  theory 
concerning  America,  one  might 
be  led  to  compare  this  work  of  the 
Incas  to  the  famous  military  ways 
which  remain  as  monuments  of  the 
Roman  power  :  but  in  a  country 
where  there  was  no  tame  animal 
except  the  Llama,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  ufed  for  draught,  and  but  lit¬ 
tle  as  a  beaft  of  burden,  where  the 
high  roads  were  feldom  trod  by 
any  but  a  human  foot,  no  great 
degree  of  labour  and  art  was  re- 
quifite  in  forming  them.  The  Pe- 
ruviap.  roads  were  only  fifteen  feet 
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in  breadth,  and  in  many  places  To 
flightly  formed,  that  time  foon 
effaced  every  veftige  of  the  courfe 
in  which  they  ran.  In  the  low- 
country  little  more  feems  to  have 
been  done,  than  to  plant  trees  or 
to  fix  polls  at  certain  intervals,  in 
order  to  mark  the  proper  route  to 
travellers.  I'o  open  a  path  through 
the  mountainous  country  was  a 
more  arduous  talk.  Eminencies 
were  levelled,  and  hollows  filled 
up,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
road,  it  was  fenced  with  a  bank  of 
turf.  At  proper  dillances,  Tam- 
bos,  or  florehoufes,  were  eredfed 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Inca 
and  his  attendants,  in  their  pro- 
grefs  through  his  dominions.  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  road  was 
originally  formed  in  this  higher 
and  more  impervious  region,  it* 
has  proved  more  durable ;  and 
though,  fro'm  the  inattention  of 
the  Spaniards  to  every  objedl  but 
that  of  working  their  mines,  no¬ 
thing  has  been  done  towards  keep¬ 
ing  it  in  repair,  its  courfe  may  Hill 
be  traced.  Such  was  the  cele¬ 
brated  road  of  the  Incas ;  and 
even  from  this  defcription,  divell- 
ed  of  every  circumllance  of  mani- 
feil  exaggeration,  or  of  fufpicious 
afpedl,  it  mull  be  ccnfidered  as  a 
flriking  proof  of  an  extraordinary 
progrefs  in  improvement  and  po¬ 
licy.  To  the  vfavage  tribes  of 
'  America,  the  idea  of  facilitating 
communication  with  places  at  a 
dillance  had  never  occurred.  To 
the  Mexicans  it  was  hardly  known. 


Even  in  the  moll  civilizod  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe,  men  had  advanced 
far  in  refinement,  before  it  became 
a  regular  object  of  national  police 
to  form  fuch  roads  as  render  inter- 
courfe  commodious. 

“  The  formation  of  thofe  roads 
introduced  another  improvement 
in  Peru  equally  unknown  over  all 
the  red  of  America.  In  its  courfe 
from  fouth  to  north,  the  road  of 
the  Incas  was  interfedled  bv  all  the 
torrents  which  roll  from  the  Andes 
towards  the  Wellern  Ocean.  From 
the  rapidity  of  their  courfe,  as  well 
as  from  the  frequency  and  violence 
of  their  inundation,  thefe  were  un- 
navigable.  Some  expedient,  how¬ 
ever,  was  to  be  found  for  palling 
them.  The  Peruvians,  from  their 
unacquaintance  with  the  ule  of 
arches,  and  their  inability  to  work 
in  wood,  could  not  conllruil 
bridges  either  of  Hone  or  timber. ' 
But  necelTity,  the  parent  of  inven¬ 
tion,  fuggclled  a  device  which 
fupplied  that  defehl.  They  formed 
cables  of  great  Hrength,  by  twill- 
ing  together  fome  of  the  pliable 
withs  or  ofiers,  with  vvhich  their 
country  abounds;  fix  of  which 
they  llretched  acrofs  the  Hream 
parallel  to  one  another,  and  made 
them  faft  on  each  fide.  Thefe  they 
bound  firmly  together  by  inter¬ 
weaving  fmaller  ropes  fo  clofe,  as 
to  form  a  compact  piece  of  net¬ 
work,  vvhich  being  covered  with 
branches  of  trees  and  earth,  they 
palled  along  it  with  tolerable  fecu- 
rity proper  perfons  were  ap¬ 
pointed 


*  The  appesrnnee  of  thofe  bridge?,  which  bend  with  their  own  weight, 
wave  with  the  wind,  .and  are  confiderahly  agitated  by  the  motion  of  every  per- 
Ibn  who  pafl'es  along  them,  is  very  frightful  at  firH.  But  the  Spaniards  have 
found  them  to  be  the  caticH  mode  of  palling  the  torrents  of  Peru,  over  which 
if  would  be  difficult  to  throw  more  folid  Hru61ures  either  of  Hone  or  timber. 
They  form  thofe  hanging  bridges  fo  Hrong  and  broad  that  loaded  mules  pals 

alone; 
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pointed  to  attend  at  each  btidge, 
to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  to 
aihil  paflengers.  In  the  level  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  rivers  became  deep 
and  broad  and  dill,  they  are  paffed 
in  Bahz^as^  or  floats  ;  in  the  con- 
ftroftion,  as  well  as  navigation  of 
which,  the  ingenuity  of  the  Peru¬ 
vians  appears  to  be  far  fuperior  to 
that  of  any  people  in  America. 
Thefe  had  advanced  no  farther  in 
naval  fkill  than  the  ufe  of  the  pad¬ 
dle,  or  oar  ;  the  Peruvians  ven¬ 
tured  to  raife  a  mad,  and  fpread  a 
fail,  by  means  of  which  their  bal- 
not  only  went  nimbly  before 
the  wind,  but  could  veer  and  tack 
with  great  celerity.’* 


A  Voyage  towards  the  South  Pole^ 
and  round  the  World.  Perforined.. 
in  his  Majejly' s  Ships  the  Refolu- 
tion  and  Adventure,  in  ihs  Tears 
1772,  1773,  1774, 

Written  by  James  Cook,  Corn- 
mander  of  the  Refolution.  In 
fwhich  is  included  Captain  Fur- 
neaux’s  Narrathus  of  his  Proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  Adventure  during  the 
Separation  of  the  Skips,  llluf- 
trated  ujith  Maps  and  Charts,, 
and  a  Variety  of  Portraits  of  Per- 
Jons  and  Vien-vs  of  Places,  drauon 
during  the  Voyage  by  Mr,  Hodges, 
and  engranjed  by  the  rnofi  eminent 
Mafiers.  In  2  Vois.  410. 

The  former  attempts  that  had 
been  made  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  his  prefen t  majefty,  for 
extending  the  knowledge  and  in- 
tercourfe  of  mankind,  by  the  dif- 
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covery  of  the  unknown  regions  of 
the  fouthern  world,  are  frefh  in 
every  memory.  Of  thefe,  the 
three  years  voyage  round  the  world, 
performed  in  the  Adventure  by 
the  author  of  the  prefent  work,  and 
in  which  he  was  accompanied  by 
thofe  celebrated  naturalids,  Mr. 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander,  was  up¬ 
on  many  accounts  particularly  in- 
tereding.  Though  the  obferva- 
tion  of  the  trandt  of  the  planet  Ve¬ 
nus  over  the  fun,  which  was  taken 
in  the  newly  difeovered  ifiand  of 
Otaheite,  was  the  leading  objedt 
of  that  voyage  in  the  outfet,  it  be¬ 
came  in  its  progrefs  not  lefs  va¬ 
luable  in  other  refpedls,  by  the 
fund  of  knowledge  and  fpecula- 
tion  which  it  opened  to  the  navi¬ 
gator,  the  naturalid,  and  the  phi- 
lofopher. 

Notvvithdanding  the  ability  and 
fpirit  of  enterprize  which  emi¬ 
nently  didinguifhed  our  late  difeo- 
verers,  one  important  point  of  en¬ 
quiry  with  refpedl  to  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  globe  dill  remained  un¬ 
determined.  It  had  lone  been  a 
fubjedtof  difeuffion  with  the  learn¬ 
ed,  whether  the  unexplored  parts 
of  the  fouthern  hemifphert  con¬ 
tained  another  continent,  or  whe¬ 
ther  fo  great  a  part  of  the  globe 
exhibited  only  an.  immenfe  mafs 
of  water.  I'he  former  opinion 
prevailed,  and  was  fo  well  fup- 
ported  by  philofophical  reafoning, 
and  inferences  drawn  from  analo¬ 
gy,  that  the  exidence  of  a  vaft 
continent,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
extend  far  within  the  temperate 
climates  of  the  fouthern  herai- 


along  tl^em.  All  the  trade  of  Cuzco  is  carried  on  by  means  of  fuch  abridge 
ovei  the  river  Apuriniac.  Ulloa,  tom.  i.  358.  A  more  fimple  contrivance 
was  employed  in  pading  fmaller  dreams:  a  bafket,  in  which  the  traveller  was 
placed,  being  fufpended  from  a  ftrong  rope  dretched  acrofs  the  dream,  it  was 
pufiud  or  drawn  from  one  fide  to  tlje  other.  Ibid. 
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fphere,  became  generally  believed. 
This  new  world  naturally  became 
an  objc6l  of  confideration  with  the 
maritime  and  commercial  powers 
who  hold  pofTeffions  in  America, 
and  has  at  dilFerent  periods,  for 
near  two  hundred  years  part:,  ex-'' 
cited,  by  turns,  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  and  difcovery,  in  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  Dutch,  Englifh,  and 
French. 

Though  thefe  navigators  failed 
in  their  principal  objedl,  the  pur- 
fuit  led  to  other  difcoveries,  and 
there  was  alwavs  matter  of  encou- 
ragenient  left  for  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  original  defign. 
New  Zealand,  and  other  iflands, 
were  at  different  times  Ibppofed  to 
be  parts  of  the  New  Continent  ; 
and  fog  banks,  and  floating  ice, 
were  at  others  miflaken  and  mark¬ 
ed  for  land.  Thefe  errors  of  na¬ 
vigators  received  a  fanftion  from 
the  hypothetical  conclufions  of 
philofophers,  who  held  fuch  a  con¬ 
tinent  to  be  neceflary,  in  order 
to  counterbalance  the  immenfe 
W'eight  of  earth  in  the  northern 
hemifphere,  whilll,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  imaginary  difcoveries 
of  the  former,  ferved  in  turn 
to  fupport  the  philofophic  fy- 
Fem. 

The  late  Eritirta  navigators  were 
too  accurate,  and  too  fully  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  profecution  cf  their 
defign,  to  take  any  thing  upon 
trufl,  or  to  be  deceived  by  appear¬ 
ances  ;  and  they  traverfed  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean  in  fo  many  directions, 
without  falling  in  with  any  part  of 
the  expedled  continent,  that  its  ex- 
iftence  became  more  problematical 
than  it  had  been  hitherto  confider- 
ed.  It  was  at  leail  pretty  evident, 
that  if  it  exirted  in  the  vaft  extent 
that  had  been  fuppofed,  it  mufl 
fpr^^ad  more  under  itiz  frozen  fkie: 
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of  the  fouthern  pole,  than  within 
the  range  of  the  moderate  climates. 
The  queftion  was,  however,  Fill 
undecided  ;  the  new  continent  held 
its  place  in  a  fpeculatlve  geogra¬ 
phy,  and  its  numerous  abettors 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  re- 
linquifli  their  favourite  fyFem. 

The  prefent  voyage  was  under¬ 
taken  with  the  fame  enlarged  and 
liberal  views  of  promoting  know¬ 
ledge,  fcience,  and  the  intereFs  of 
philofophy,  that  the  former  were  ; 
but  particularly  to  afeertain  the 
fa£l,  and  put  an  end  to  all  diver- 
fity  of  opinion  upon  the  queFion, 
relative  to  the  exiftence  of  the  fup- 
pofed  continent.  The  proviFon  of 
every  fort,  exceeded  all  that  had 
been  known  upon  any  fimilar  oc- 
cafion.  Every  circumFance  and 
fituation  that  could  be  forefeen  or 
apprehended  .was  provided  for ; 
and  nothing  w^as  omitted,  which 
could  be  deemed  neceffary  for  the 
fubfillence,  fecuiiry,  health,  or 
comfort,  of  the  voyagers.  A  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money  vvas  allotted 
by  parliament  to  encourage  two 
gentlemen  eminent  in  natural  phi¬ 
lofophy,  to  facrifice  their  time, 
and  encounter  the  toils  and  dangers 
of  fuch  a  voyage.  In  the  fame 
fcientific  fpirit,  a  landfcape  painter 
of  merit,  and  two  able  altrono- 
mers,  were  alfo  engaged. 

Capt.  Cook,  already  fo  much 
dlftinguirticd  by  his  experience  and 
ability,  was,  with  great  propriety, 
aopointed  to  conduct  this  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  and  Capt.  Furneanx,  who. 
had  gone  round  the  world  as  lieu¬ 
tenant  to  Capt.  Wallis,  command¬ 
ed  the  fecond  veffel,  the  Adven¬ 
ture.  The  general  plan  of  the 
voyage  was,  to  explore  the  fouthern. 
latitudes  of  the  temperate  zone 
with  fuch  accuracy,  as  to  afeer- 
tain  v.hcther  any  confiderable  body 

of 
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of  land  lay  in  that  range,  to  pene¬ 
trate  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  to¬ 
wards  the  antar(5lic  pole ;  and  if 
it  could  be  done,  to  difcover  whe¬ 
ther  the  padhge  to  it  was  barred 
np  by  land,  or  only  guarded  by  an 
ocean,  rendered  impracflicable  by 
the  feverity  of  the  climate. 

Such  fplendid  and  extraordinary 
events  as  attended  the  difcoveries 
of  Columbus,  de  Gama,  and  other 
early  navigators,  who  had  not  only 
a  new  world  before  them  to  ex^ 
plore,  but  a  great  part  of  the  old 
continent,  which  was  equally  hid 
from  the  knowledge  of  Europeans, 
are  not  to  be  expected  at  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  day.  This  voyage  was  not 
undertaken  to  explore  a  certain, 
though  unknown,  region.  Its 
great  objedl  was  to  decide  a  quef- 
tion  ;  to  determine  a  nullity,  or  to 
eftablifh  a  reality.  This  objedt 
has  been  fully  attained  ;  but  it  has 
been  attained  in  the  former  fenfe, 
by  determining  the  nullity  ;  it 
mull  therefore  of  courfe  be  deficient 
in  that  glare,  which  the  oppofite 
refult  would  have  afforded.  It  is 
now  evident,  that  no  fuch  conti¬ 
nent,  as  was  fuppofed,  exifts  in 
the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean.  That 
there  may  be  a  continent  within 
the  antardic  circle,  and  perhaps 
extending  to  the  pole,  feems  not 
improbable  ;  but  if  there  be,  na¬ 
ture  has  m'ofl  effedually  guarded  it 
from  human  enquiry  or  obferva- 
tion. 

This  voyage  is,  however,  pecu¬ 
liarly  intereliing  and  valuable,  up¬ 
on  many  other  accounts  bcfides  the 
attainment  of  its  principal  objedl. 
Some  confiderable  difcoveries  have 
been  made;  and  many  places  which 
had  been  barely  touched  at  or  feen 
by  former  navigators,  have  been 
explored,  traced,  and  deferibed, 
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with  an  accuracy  and  care  which 
carry  the  merit  of  original  difeo-  , 
very.  Many  miftakes  have  been 
reftified,  and  feverai  fuppofed  dif¬ 
coveries  fhewn  to  have  been  found¬ 
ed  only  in  error,  i^f  v/e  are  not 
brought  acquainted  with  many 
new  people,  we  acquire  a  much 
better  knowledge  of  thofe,  who 
had  before  appeared  to  us  through 
the  medium  of  a  doubtful  or  imper- 
fedt  information.  We  find  the 
author  every  where  adluated  by  a 
fpirit  of  enterprize  and  enquiry, 
which  can  neither  be  fubdued  by 
toil,  nor  difmayed  by  danger ; 
whilfl  his  unwearied  zeal  for  the 
promotion  of  general,  as  well  as 
nautical  knowledge,  deferves  every 
commendation. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known, 
that  the  feverity  of  the  climate  in 
the  high  foutliern  latitudes,  fo  far 
exceeds  what  is  experienced  under 
equal  parallels  in  the  northern  he- 
mifphere,  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of 
comparifon.  Yet  fuch  was  the  in- 
duflry  and  fpirit,  the  contempt  of 
toil,  danger,  and  cold,  fhewn  by 
our  prefent  navigators,  that  they 
penetrated  at  three  different  periods 
within  the  antardlic  polar  circle, 
and,  at  the  laft  time,  advanced  to 
the  latitude  of  71  degrees,  10  mi¬ 
nutes  fouth  ;  which  was  probably  a 
much  nearer  approach  to  the  fouth- 
ern  pole,  than  any  mortal  had  ever 
ventured  before. 

Their  progrefs  was  at  length 
flopped  by  an  apparently  boundlefs 
tradl  of  folid  ice,  which  ftretched 
from  the  northward  towards  the 
pole,  and  carried  the  appearance 
of  a  vail  continent.  It  exhibited 
a  level  margin  to  the  open  fea, 
from  whence  it  rofe  gradually,  at 
hrll  into  frnaller  hills,  and  at 
length  into  flupendous  mountains 
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of  ice,  which  afcended  in  ^reac 
ridges  one  above  another  to  the 
Ibuth,  until  their  tops  were  loft  in 
the  clouds.  It  is  laid,  that  no 
known  part  of  the  northern  feas 
produce  any  phenomena  at  all 
equal,  or  even  approaching  in  point 
of  magnitude,  and  as  a  natural 
wonder,  to  thefe  prodigious  ice 
mountains.  Our  navigators  con¬ 
cluded,  that  this  vaft  tra£l  of  ice 
either  extended  to  the  pole,  or 
that  it  adhered  to  feme  more  fouth- 
ern  frozen  continent,  to  which  it 
had  been  lixed  from  the  earlieft 
times.  In  either  cafe,  all  farther 
eifeovery  to  the  fouth  would  be 
‘equally  hopelefs  or  fruitlefs ;  for  if 
the  land  could  even  be  approached 
in  any  other  part,  it  muft  ftill  be 
as  imprafticable,  and  as  impervi¬ 
ous  to  human  obfervation  and  en¬ 
quiry,  as  the  ice. 

It  being  impoftible  to  penetrate 
any  higher  to  the  fouth  in  this 
quarter,  and  evidetitly  ufelefs,  if 
it  could  be  done  in  any  other,  our 
navigators  returned  to  explore  with 
greater  accuracy  the  temperate  and 
tropical  climates  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  In  this  courfe,  they  dif- 
covered  a  very  confiderable  iftand, 
being  in  point  of  extent  the  next 
to  New  Zealand,  of  any  yet  known 
in  that  Tea,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  New  Caledonia.  They 
alfo  completed  the  difeovery,  and 
explored  with  accuracy  a  confider- 
able  Archipelago  of  iftands,  to 
which,  from  thefe  circumftances, 
they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to 
give  a  name,  and  accordingly 
called  them  the  New  Hebrides. 
One  of  thefe  had  been  ft rft  touched 
at  in  the  year  j6o6,  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  Spanifli  navigator,  Quiros, 
who  took  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  un¬ 
known  continent,  which  he  was 
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then  feeking  ;  and  they  were  lately 
failed  through  by  M.  de  Bougain¬ 
ville,  who  called  them  the  Great 
Cyclades.  * 

The  purpofes  of  the  voyage  wdth 
refpe^l  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  being 
now  fully  attained,  and  the  non- 
exiftence  of  a  continent  in  its  prac¬ 
ticable  parts  clearly  decided,  Capt. 
Cook  proceeded  to  examine  the 
Magellanic  regions,  and  by  ex¬ 
ploring  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Indian  Oceans,  to 
complete  the  knowledge  of  the 
fouthern  hemifphere.  Here  they 
foon  encountered  winter  un,der  its 
.  moft  dreary  afpedl,  and  in  its  moft 
hideous  form,  both  of  which  it 
here  difplayed,  more  than  ten  de¬ 
grees  of  latitude  earlier  than  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Between  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  54  and  55  fouth,  they  dif- 
covered  and  landed  at  an  iftand, 
which  they  named  South  Georgia. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  difmal  than  the  face  of  na¬ 
ture  in  this  iftand.  Though  it  was 
in  the  midft  of  the  fummer  of  that 
climate,  the  iftand  feemed  in  a 
manner  walled  round  with  ice,  and 
muft  have  been  nearly  inacceftible 
in  any  other  feafon.  Yet  this 
iftand,  which  exhibited  fuch  fpe- 
cimens  of  antarftic  cold  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  pole,  is  not 
above  feventy  leagues  in  co.mpafs. 

Between  the  latitudes  of  59  and 
60  fouth,  they  difeovered  a  ftill 
more  frozen  land,  which  prefent- 
ed  an  elevated  coaft,  whofe  lofty 
fnow  clad  fummits  were  feen  above 
the  clouds.  To  this  land  they 
gave  the  name  of  the  Southern 
Thule,  as  the  moft  fouthern  land 
that  ever  has,  or  that,  poflibly, 
ever  may  be  difeovered.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  inexprefti- 
bly  horrid  than  the  afpsft  of  this 

country  ; 
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country;  a  country  doomed  by 
nature  never  to  feel  the  warmth  of 
the  fun’s  rays;  and  where  all  life 
and  vegetation  ^re  for  ever  fliut  up 
in  eternal  froh.  The  forbidden 
coaft  admitted  of  no  anchorage  ; 
every  place  that  looked  like  a  port 
or  harbour  was  blocked  or  filled  up 
with  ice. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  Teas  and 
regions  which  our  navigators  ex¬ 
plored  or  difcovered  in  the  fouthern 
hemifphere.  We  fhall  be  enabled 
to  form  fome  idea  of  their  induftry 
in  refearch,  and  perfeverance  in 
toil,  by  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
fpace  which  they  traverfed  in  this 
circumnavigation  of  the  globe. 
From  the  zzd  of  November  1772, 
which  was  the  day  of  their  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  the  22d  of  March  1775,  which 
vi^as  that  of  their  return  to  the  fame 
place,  being  exadlly  two  years  and 
four  months,  they  failed  no  lefs 
than  twenty  thoufand  leagues ;  an 
extent  of  voyage,  nearly  equal  to 
three  times  the  equatorial  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  earth,  and  which  it 
is  highly  probable  was  never  failed 
by  any  other  fnip  in  an  equal  fpace 
of  time. 

This  voyage  was  happily  difiln- 
guifhed  by  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
fadl  of  the  greateft  importance,  and 
which  there  is  every  reafon  to  hope 
will  prove  of  the  greateft  benefit  to 
mankind.  It  has  fliewn,  by  the 
cleareft  evidence,  that  a  feafaring 
life  is  not  neceftarily  inimical  to 
man,  nor  pernicious  to  his  health  ; 
and  it  demonftrates  experimental¬ 
ly,  that  thofe  long  voyages  and 
diftant  navigations,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  proved  fo  deftrudtive  to  the 
human  race,  might,  with  proper 
care,  and  under  neceftary  reguia- 
tions,  be  profecuted  with  as  .great 
f^carity  to  the  health  of  the  under- 
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takers,  as  any  other  courfe  0/  life 
equally  laborious  could  be  purfued 
on  ihore.  In  a  voyage  of  above 
three  years,  in  which  the  naviga¬ 
tors  had  experienced  every  variety 
of  climate,  from  52  degree's  north 
latitude,  to  71  fouth,  and  were 
continually  expofed  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  fatigue  and  hardfhip,  the 
numerous  (hip’s  company  on  board 
the  Refoiution,  preferved  a  more 
uninterrupted  .ftate  of  good  health, 
than  perhaps  could  have  been  (hewn 
on  fhore  in  the  moft  temperate  cli¬ 
mates  of  the  earth.  In  that  long 
courfe,  of  near  120  perfons,  only 
four  were  loft  ;  and  of  that  four, 
only  one  fell  a  vidtim  to  ficknefs. 
A  fact  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory 
of  navigation. 

This  voyage  was  alfo  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  another  difcovery  offingular 
importance,  as  well  as  curiofity, 
and  which,  like  the  former,  re- 
fleds  the  greateft  honour  on  Capt, 
Cook,  for  his  induftry,  ingenuity, 
and  the  unremitting  attention 
which  he  paid  to  the  preferva- 
tion  and  comfort  of  his  people, 
as  well  as  to  the  general  ob- 

*  •  e 

jects  of  his  expedition.  Under  all 
the  rigour  of  the  antardlic  (ky,  and 
enclofed  in  the  dangers  of  its  fro¬ 
zen  fea,  daring  feveral  months 
abfence  from  land,  and  cut  off 
from  it  by  a  prodigious  expanfe 
of  ocean,  he  procured  for  his  peo¬ 
ple  inexhauftible  fources  of  excel¬ 
lent  fre(h  water,  from  thole  iftands 
of  ice  which  Teemed  to  threat  them 
with  nothing  lefs  than  deftrudlion.- 
It  is  true,  that  Crantz  had  (bme 
years  ago  advanced,  that  thofe 
great  malTes,  called  Icelflands,  dif- 
(olvedinto  frefh  water,-  from  whence 
be  inferred  that  they  owed  their  ori¬ 
gin  to  the  vaft  rivers  of  the  northern 
regions  ;  but  it  was  referved  fo? 
the  prefent  voyage  to  eftabliff  the 

know 
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knowledge,  that  the  freezing  of  fea- 
water  into  ice,  not  only  deprives 
it  of  all  its  lalt  particles,  but  that 
it  will  thaw  into  foft,  potable,  and 
moll  wholefome  water,  and  to  ap¬ 
ply  that  knowledge  experimentally 
to  the  moll  ufeful  pradice.  It  has 
alfo  diewn,  that  the  bad  qualities 
which  had  for  many  ages  been  at¬ 
tributed  to  melted  fnow  and  ice- 
water  were  totally  unfounded.  This 
happy  method  of  obtaining  freOi 
water  without  limitation  at  the 
greated  dillance  from  land,  not 
only  enabled  our  navigators  to  per- 
fevcre  in  their  difcoveries  for  a 
length  of  time  which  would  have 
been  otherwife  impoflible,  but  it 
contributed  wonderfully  to  that 
unparalleled  degree  of  health  which 
they  preferved  during  the  voyage. 

Before  we  attempt  to  give  any 
account  of  the  execution  of  this 
work,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  re¬ 
cite  in  his  own  words  what  our 
author  fays  upon  the  fubjed. 

“  And  now  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  fay,  that,  as  I  am  on  the  point 
of  failing  on  a  third  expedition,  I 
leave  this  account  of  my  laft  voyage 
in  the  hands  of  fome  friends,  who 
in  my  abfence  have  kindly  accept¬ 
ed  the  office  of  correding  the  prefs 
for  me  ;  who  are  pleafed  to  think, 
that  what  I  have  here  to  relate  is 
better  to  be  given  in  my  own 
words,  than  in  the  words  of  an¬ 
other  perfon  ;  efpeciaiJy  as  it  is  a 
work  defigned  for  information,  and 
not  merely  for  amufement ;  in 
which,  it  is  their  opinion,  that 
candour  and  fidelity  will  counter¬ 
balance  the  want  of  ornament. 

I  lhall  therefore  conclude  this 
introdudory  difcourfe  with  defiring 
the  reader  to  excufe  the  inaccura¬ 
cies  of  llyle,  which  doubtiefs  he 
will  frequently  meet  with  in  the 
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following  narrative ;  and  that, 
when  luch  occur,  he  will  recoiled 
that  it  is  the  produdion  of  a  man, 
who  has  not  had  the  advantage  of 
much  fchool  education,  but  who 
has  been  confiantly  at  fea  from  his 
youth  ;  and  though,  with  theaffill- 
ance  of  a  few  good  friends,  he  has 
paffied  through  all  the  ftacions  be¬ 
longing  to  a  feaman,  from  an  ap¬ 
prentice  boy  in  the  coal  trade,  to 
a  Poll  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
he  has  had  no  opportunity  fef  cul¬ 
tivating  letters.  After  this  ac¬ 
count  of  myfelf,  the  Public  mull 
not  exped  from  me  the  elegance  of ' 
a  fine  writer,  or  the  plaufibility  of 
a  profeffed  book-maker;  but  will, 

I  hope,  confider  me  as  a  plain  man, 
zealoully  exerting  himfelf  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  give  the  bell  account  he 
is  able  of  his  proceedings.^^ 

The  Vy'ork  itlelf  wdll  be  the  beil 
comment  upon  this  apology  ;  and 
will  afford  fufficient  caufe  for  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  modelty  of  the 
writer.  It  is  highly  embelliffied 
and  illullrated  with  fixty-three  cop¬ 
per-plates,  of  which  fourteen  are 
charts  and  plans ;  feven  are  repre- 
fentatioTis  of  boats,  weapons,  and 
utenfils  ;  five  are  filled  with  fub- 
jeds  of  natural  hiftory  ;  eighteen 
are  portraits  of  the  natives  of  va¬ 
rious  iflands ;  and  nineteen  are 
views  and  landfcapes.  The  por¬ 
traits,  views,  and  landfcapes,  were 
taken  upon  the  fpot  by  Mr. 

Hodges,  the  painter  who  went  out 
in  the  Refolution,  and  have  been 
elegantly  engraved  by  the  moff 
eminent  artiils.  Many  of  thefe 
plates  have  great  merit ;  but 
through  fome  unaccountable  omif- 
fion,  there  are  no  explanations  of 
them,  nor  references  to  them  in 
the  text.  This  defied  is,  however, 

3  ia 
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in  feme  degree  redlified,  by  a  lift 
of  them  prefixed  to  the  firfl  vo¬ 
lume,  in  which  they  are  number¬ 
ed,  and  the  page  pointed  out  to 
which  they  feparately  refer  ;  but 
even  this  remedy  is  far  from  being 
fatisfaflorv. 

As  we  have  in  former  volumes 
given  large  extrafts  from  the  jour¬ 
nals  of  our  fouthern  navigators, 
and  curious  deferiptions  of  the 
cuilioms  and  manners  of  the  natives 
of  the  newly  difeovered  iflands,  as 
well  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Zealand  and  other  places,  it  will 
be  the  lefs  necelTary  to  be  diftufe  in 
the  prefent  article.  Perhaps  we 
could  not  fele£l  for  fo  much,  any 
thing  that  will  appear  more  curi¬ 
ous  to  many  of  our  readers,  than 
an  account  of  the  naval  force  of 
Otaheite,  in  its  flate  of  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  invafion  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  ifland.  From  fome  jea- 
loufy  of  our  people,  they  deferred 
proceeding  on  the  expedition  du¬ 
ring  their  fiay,  which,  with  fome 
miftakes  and  mifapprebenfions  on 
both  lides,  prevented  the  follow¬ 
ing  accounts  from  being  fo  perfect 
as  they  might  otherwife  have  been. 
Their  marine  will,  however,  ap¬ 
pear  much  more  confiderable,  than 
could  have  been  well  imagined, 
from  any  ideas  we  had  hitherto 
conceived  of  thefe  people. 

Our  author  fays,  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26ih,  I  went  down  to 
Oparree,  accompanied  by  fome  of 
the  ofiicers  and  gentlemen,  to  pay 
Otoo  a  vifit  by  appointment.  As 
we  drew  near,  we  obferved  a  num¬ 
ber  of  large  cahoes  in  motion  ;  but 
were  furprized,  when  we  arrived, 
to  fee  upwards  of  three,  hundred 
ranged  in  order,  for  fome  dillance, 
along  the  ihore,  all  completely 
equipped,  and  manned,  befides  a 
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vafi;  number  of  armed  men  upon 
the  fliore.  So  unexpe^led  an  ar¬ 
mament  colledled  together  in  .our 
neighbourhood,  in  the  fpace  ofon-e 
night,  gave  rife  to  various  con- 
jedfures.  We  landed,  however, 
in  the  midfi;  of  them,  and  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  a  vaft  multitude,  many 
of  them  under  arms,  and  many 
not.  The  cry  of  the  latter  was 
Tiyo  no  Otoo,  and  that  of  the  for¬ 
mer  ^iyo  no  To-wha,  This  chief, 
we  afterwards  learnt,  was  admiral 
or  commander  of  the  fleet  and 
troops  prefent.  The  moment  we 
landed,  I  was  met  by  a  chief  whofe 
name  was  Tee,  uncle  to  the  king, 
and  one  of  his  prime  miniflers,  of 
whom  I  enquired  for  Otoo.  Pre- 
iently  after,  we  were  met  by  Tow- 
ha,  who  received  me  with  great 
courtefy.  He  took  me  by  the  one 
hand,  and  Tee  by  die  other  ;  and, 
without  my  knowing  where  they 
intended  to  carry  me,  dragged  me, 
as  it  were,  through  the  crowd  that 
was  divided  into  two  parties,  both 
of  which  profeffed  themfelves  my 
friends  by  crying  out  Tiyo  no  Tootee. 
One  party  wanted  me  to  go  to 
Otoo,  and  the  other  to  remain 
with  Towha.  Coming  to  the  ufual 
place  of  audience,  a  mat  was  fpread 
for  me  to  fit  down  upon,  and  Tee 
left  me  to  go  and  bring  the  king. 
Towha  was  unwilling  1  fhould  fit 
down,  partly  infifling  on  my  go¬ 
ing  with  him  ;  but,  as  I  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  this  chief,  I  refufed  ta 
comply.  Prefently  Tee  returned, 
and  wanted  to  conduct  me  to  the 
king,  taking  hold  of  my  hand  for 
that  purpofe.  This  Towha  op- 
pofed  :  fo  that,  between  the  one 
party  asd  the  other,  I  was  like  to 
have  been  torn  in  pieces  ;  and  was 
obliged  to  defire  Tee  to  defift,  and 
to  leave  me  to  the  admiral  and  his 
5  party. 
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party,  whocondudled  me  down  to 
the  fleet.  As  Toon  as  we  came  be¬ 
fore  the  admirars  veflel,  we  found 
two  lines  of  armed  men  drawn  up 
before  her,  to  keep  off  the  crowd, 
as  I  fuppofed,  and  to  clear  the  way 
for  me  to  go  in.  But,  as  1  was  de¬ 
termined  not  fo  go,  I  made  the  wa¬ 
ter,  which  was  between  me  and 
her,  an  excufe.  This  did  not  an- 
fwer  ;  for  a  man  immediately 
fquatted  himfelf  down  at  my  feet, 
ofiering  to  carry  me  ;  and  then  I 
declared  I  would  not  eo.  That 
very  moment  Towha  quitted  me, 
W'ithout  my  feeing  which  way  he 
went,  nor  would  any  one  inform 
me.  Turning  myfelf  round  I  faw 
Tee,  who,  I  believe,  had  never 
loft  fight  of  me.  Inquiring  of  him 
for  the  king,  he  told  me  he  was 
gone  into  the  country  and 

advifed  me  to  go  to  my  boat ; 
which  w'e  accordingly  did,  as  fooh 
as  we  could  get  collefted  together. 
For  Mr.  Edgcurnbe  was  the  only 
perfon  that  could  keep  with  me  ; 
the  others  being  joftled  about  in 
the  crowd,  in  the  fame  manner  we 
had  been. 

When  we  got  into  our  boat, 
we  took  our  time  to  view  this 
grand  fleet.  The  veffels  of  war 
confifted  of  an  hundred  and  fixtv 
large  double  canoes,  vety  well 
equipped,  manned,  and  armed. 
But  1  am  not  fure  that  they  had 
their  full  complement  of  men  or 
rowers  ;  I  rather  think  not.  The 
chiefs,  and  all  thofe  on  the  fight¬ 
ing  ftages,  were  dreffed  in  their 
vfar  habits;  that  is,  in  a  vaft  quan¬ 
tity  of  cloth,  turbans,  breaft- 
plates,  and  helmets,  Some  of  the 
latter  were  of  fuch  a  length  as 
greatly  to  incumber  the  wearer, 
indeed,  their  whole  drefs  Teemed 
to  be  ill  caicHlated  for  the  day  of 
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battle,  and  to  be  deflgned  more  for 
fhew  than  ufe.  Be  this  as  it  may^ 
It  certainly  added  grandeur  to  the 
profpefl,  as  they  were  fo  complai- 
fant  as  to  ftievv  themfelves  to  the 
bell  advantage.  The  veffels  were 
decorated  with  fiao-s,  ftreamers* 
&c.  ;  fo  that  the  whole  made  a 
grand  and  noble  appearance,  fuch. 
as  we  had  never  feen  before  in  this 
fea,  and  what  no  one  would  have 
expelled.  Their  inftruments  of 
war  were  clubs,  fpears,  and  ftones. 
The  veffels  were  ranged  clofe 
along. fide  of  each  other,  with  their 
heads  alhore,  and  their  ftern  to  the 
fea;  the  admiral’s  veflel  being 
nearly  in  the  centre.  Befides  the 
veftels  of  war,  there  were  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy  fail  of  fmaller 
double  canoes,  all  with  a  little 
houfe  upon  them,  and  figged  with, 
maft  and  fail,  which  the  war  ca¬ 
noes  had  not.  ^  Thefe,  we  judged, 
were  defigned  for  tranfports,  vic¬ 
tuallers,  &c. ;  for  in  the  war  ca¬ 
noes  was  no  fort  of  proviftons  what¬ 
ever.  In  thefe  three  hundred  and 
thirty  veffels  I  guefted  there  were 
ho  iefs  than  feven  thoufand  fevea 
hundred  arid  ftxty  men  ;  a  number 
which  appears  incredible,  efpeci- 
ally  as  we  were  told  they  all  be¬ 
longed  to  the  diftri(fts  of  Attahou- 
rou  and  Ahopatea.  In  this  com¬ 
putation  I  allow  to  each  war  canoe 
forty  men,  troops  and  rowers,  and 
to  each  of  the  fmall  canoes  eight; 
Moft  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
with  me,  thought  the  number  of 
men  belonging  to  the  war  canpes 
exceeded  this.  It  is  certain,  that 
the  mdft  of  them  were  fitted  to  row 
with  mere  paddles  than  I  have  al¬ 
lowed  them  men ;  but,  at  this 
time,  I  think  they  v/ere  not  com¬ 
plete.  Tupia  informed  us,  when 
I  was  firft  here,  that  the  vvbple 
R  iffaad 
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ifland  raifed  only  between  fix  and 
feven  thoufand  men  ;  but  we  now 
faw  two  difirifts  only  raife  that 
number ;  fo  that  he  mull  have 
taken  his  account  from  fome  old 
eftablifhment ;  or  elfe  he  only 
meant  Tatatous,  that  is  warriors, 
or  men  trained  from  their  infancy 
to  arms,  and  did  not  include  the 
rowers,  and  thofe  neceflary  to  na¬ 
vigate  the  other  vefiels.  I  fhould 
think  he  only  fpoke  of  this  num¬ 
ber  as  the  ftanding  troops  or  militia 
of  the  ifland,.  and  not  their  whole 
force.  This  point  I  fiiall  leave  to 
be  difcufied  in  another  place,  and 
return  to  the  fubjeft. 

“  After  we  had  well  viewed  this 
fleet,  r  wan  ted  much  to  have  feeh 
the  admiral,  to  have  gone  with 
him  on  board  th'e  vC^ar  canoes.  We 
inquired  for  him  as  we  rowed  pafi: 
the  fleet  to  no  purpofe.  We  put 
afhore  and  inquired  ;  ‘but  the  noife 
,  and  crowd  was. To  great  that  no  one 
attended  to  what  we  faid.  Atlafl: 
Tee  came  and  whifpered  us  in  the 
ear,  that  Otoo  was  gone  to  Mata- 
vai,  advifing  us  to  return  thither, 
and  not  to  land  where  we  Were. 
We,  accordingly,  proceeded  for 
the  fhip  ;  and  this  intelligence  and 
advice  received  from  Tee,  p-ave 
rife  to  new  conjedlures.  Jn  fhort', 
we  concluded  that  this  To'vvh'a  was 
fome  powerful  difaffedted  chief, 
who  was  upon  the  point  of  making 
war  againft  his  fovereign ;  for  we 
-could  not  imagine  Otoo  had  any 
other  reafon  for  leaving  Oparree  in 
the  manner  he  did. 

“  We  had  not  been  long  gone 
from  Oparree,  before  the  whole 
fleet  was  in  motion,  to  the  weft- 
ward,  from  whence  it  came.  When 
ave  got  to  Matavai,  our  friends 
there  told  us,  that  this  fleet  was 
part  of  the  armament  intended  to 
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go  againft  Eimeo,  whofe  chief  haS 
thrown  oft^  the  yoke  of  Otaheite, 
and  alTumed  an  independency.  We 
were  likewife  informed  that  Otoo 
neither  was  nor  had  been  at  Mata'- 
vai ;  fo  that  we  were  ftill  at  a  lofs 
to  know  why  he  fled  from  Oparree. 
This  occafioned  another  trip  thi¬ 
ther  in  the  afternoon,  where  w'e 
found  him,  and  now  underftood 
that  the  reafon  of  his  not  feeing 
me  in  the  morning,  was  that  fome 
of  his  people  having  ftolen  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  my  clothes  which  were  oh 
fhore  waihing,  he  was  afraid  I 
fhould  demand  reftitution.  He  re¬ 
peatedly  aiked  me  if  J  was  not  an¬ 
gry  ;  and  when  I  afTured  him  that 
I  was  not,  and  that  they  might 
keep  what  they  had  got,  he  was 
fatisfied.  Towha  was  alarmed, 
partly  on  the  fame  account.  He 
thought  I  was  difpleafed  when  I 
refufed  to  go  aboard  his  veflel ; 
and  I  was  jealous  of  feeing  fuch  a 
force  in  our  neighbourhood  with- 
'out  being  able  to  know  any  thing 
of  its  defigh.  Thus,  by  miftaking 
■'one  another,  I  loft  the  opportunity 
of  examining  more  narrowly  into 
part  of  the  naval  force  of  this  ifle, 

'  and  making  myfelf  better  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  its  manesuvres.  Such  an 
opportunity  may  never  occur;  as 
it  was  commanded  by  a  brave,  fen- 
fible,  and  intelligent  chief,  who 
would  have  fatished  us  in  all  the 
■queftions  we  had  thought  proper  to 
aik ;  and,  as  the  objeds  were  be¬ 
fore  us,  we  could  not  well  have 
mifunderftood  each  other.  It  hap¬ 
pened  unluckily  that  Oedidee  was 
not  with  us  in  the  morning ;  for 
Tee,  who  was  the  only  man  we 
could  depend  on,  ferved  only  to 
perplex  us.  Matters  being  thus 
cleared  up,  and  mutual  prefen ts 
having  palTed  between  Otoo  and 
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itnCj  we  took  leave  and  returned  on 
board.’* 

We  (hall  enlarge  and  conclude 
this  article,  with  our  author’s  re¬ 
view  of  another  war  fquadron,  and 
his  computation  of  the  naval 
(Irength  of  the  idand. 

“  We  had  no  fooner  difpatched 
cur  friends  than  we  faw  a  number 
of  war  canoes  coming  round  the 
point  of  Oparree.  Being  delirous 
of  having  a  nearer  view  of  them, 
accompanied  by  fomc  of  the  officers 
and  gentlemen,  I  hallened  down 
to  Oparree,  which  we  reached  be¬ 
fore  all  the  canoes  were  lanced,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  in 
Vvhat  manr\er  they  approached  the 
fhore.  When  they  got  before  the 
place  where  they  intended  to  land, 
they  formed  themfelves  into  divi- 
fions,  confifting  of  three  or  four, 
or  perhaps  more,  lalhed  fquare  and 
clofe  along-fide  of  each  other;  and 
then  e^ch  divifion,  one  after  the 
other,  paddled  in  for  the  fnore 
with  all  their  might,  and  conduc¬ 
ed  in  fo  judicious  a  manner  that 
they  formed,  and  clofed  a  line,_ 
along  the  Ihore,  to  aii  inch.  The 
rowers  were  encouraged  to  exert 
their  firength  by  their  leaders  on 
the  fiages,  and  direCed  by  a  man 
who  Itood  witli  a  wand  in  his  hand 
in  the  fore- part  of  the  middlemofi 
vefTel.  This  man,  by  words  and 
aCions,  direCed  the  paddlers  when 
all  (liould  paddle,  when  either  the 
one  (ide  or  the  other  fhouid  ceafe, 
kc. ;  for  the  (leering  paddles  alone 
were  not  fufneient  to  direC  them. 
All  thefe  motions  they  obferved 
with  fuch  quicknefs  as  clearly 
fhewed  them  to  be  expert  in  their 
bufinefs.  After  Mr.  Hodges  had 
made  a  drawitig  of  them,  as  they 
lay  ranged  along  the  (hore,  we 
landed,  and  took  a  nearer  view  of 
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them  by  going  on  board  feveral. 
This  fleet  confided  of  forty  fail; 
equipped  in  the  fame  manner 
thofe  we  had  feen  before,  belonged 
to  the  little  diflriC  of  Tettaha, 
and  were  come  to  Oparree  to  be 
reviewed  before  the  king,  as  the 
former  fleet  had  been.  There 

were  attending  on  this  fleet  fqme 
fmall  double  canoes,  which  they 
called  Marais,  having  on  their 
fore-part  a  kind  of  double  bed- 
place  laid  over  with  green  leaver, 
.each  jull  fufficient  to  hold  one  man; 
Thefe,  they  told  us,  were  to  lay 
their  dead  upon  ;  their  chiefs,  I 
fuppofe  they  meant,  otherwife  their 
,flain  mud  be  few.  Otoo,  who  \va^ 
prefent,  caufed,  at  my  requed; 
fome  of  their  troops  to  go  through, 
their  exercife  on  (hore.  Two  par¬ 
ties  (ird  began  with  clubs,  but  thi.S 
was  over  almod  as  foon  as  begun  ; 
fo  that  I  had  no  time  to  make  my 
obfervations  upon  it.  They  theri 
went  to  fingle  combat,  and  exhi¬ 
bited  the  various  methods  of  fighi- 
ing  with  great  alertneis  ;  parrying 
off  the  blows  and  puflies,  which 
each  combatant  aimed  at  the  other; 
with  great  dexterity.  Their  arm,S 
were  clubs  and  fnears  j  the  latter 
they  alfo  ufe  as  darts.  In  fighting 
with  the. club,  all  blows  intende'd 
to  be  given  the  legs,  were  evaded 
by  leaping  over  it  ;  and  thdfe  in¬ 
tended  for  the  head,  by  couching  a 
little  and  leaping  on  one  fi.de ; 
thus  the  .  blow  would  fall  to  the 
ground.  The  fpear  of  dart  was 
parried,  by  fixing  the  point  of  d 
fpear  in  the  ground  right  beford 
theni,  holding  it  in  an  inclined 
polition,  more  or  lefs  elevated  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  part  of  the  body 
they  faw  their  antagonifl  intend¬ 
ing  to  make  a  pufh,  or  throw  hi^ 
dart  at,  and  by  moving  the  hand 
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a  little  to  the  right  or  left,  either 
the  one  or  the  other  was  turned  off 
with  great  eafe.  I  thought  that 
when  one  combatant  had  parried 
off  the  blows,  &c.  of  the  other, 
he  did  not  ufe  the  advantage  which 
feemed  to  me  to  accrue.  As,  for 
inftance  ;  after  be  had  parried  off 
a  dart,  he  flill  Hood  on  thedefen- 
iive,  and  fuitered  his  antagoniH  to 
take  up  another^  when  I  thought 
there  was  time'  to  run  him  thTcngh 
the  body.  Tbefe  combatants  had 
no  rupcfBcous  drcfs  upon  them  ; 
an  unneceffary  piece  of  cloth  or 
two,  which  they  had  on  when  they 
began,  were  prefen tly  torn  oft  by 
the  by-ilanders,  and  given  tofome 
cf  our  gentlemen  prefent.  This 
being  over,  the  fleet  departed  ; 
not  in  any  order,  but  as  fail  as 
they  coUid  be  got  aS'oat ;  and  w'e 
went  with  Otoo  to  one  of  his  dock¬ 
yards,  where  the  two  large  pahies 
or  canoes  were  building,  each  of 
which  was  an  hundred  and  eight 
feet  long.  They  werealmofl  ready 
to  launch,  and  were  intended  to 
snake  one  joint  double  pahte  of  ca¬ 
noe.  The  king  begged  cf  me  a 
gfappli ng  and  rope,  to  which  I 
added  an  Engiidijack  and  pendant 
(with  the  ufe  of  which  he  was  v\  ell 
acquainted)^  and  defired  the  pahie 
might  be  called  Britannia.'  This 

•f  ^ 

ne  very  readily  agreed  to  ;  and  fhe 
was  named  accordingly.- 

“  I  never  could  learn  what 
n umber  of  vefFeh  were  to  go  on 
this  expedition.  Vfe  knew  of  no 
more  than  two  hundred  and  ten, 
befides  fmaller  canoes  to  ferve  as 
tranfports,  and  the  Beet  of 

TiaraboUj  the  ilfength  of  whicli 
we  cever  learnt.  Nor  could  I  ever 
leain  the  number  of  men  ncccBary 
TO  man  this  Beet;  and  whenever  [ 
aifked  the  queflion,  the  anfwer  was, 
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Warou,  KvaroUy  n^varou  te 'Tafa,  thtt 
is,  many,  many,  many  men; 
if  the  number  far  exceeded  theif 
arithmetic.  If  we  allow  forty  mes^ 
to  each  w'ar  canoe,  and  four  to 
each  of  the  others,  which  is  thought 
a  moderate  eompotatioh,  the  num¬ 
ber  will  amount  to  nine  thoufand. 
An  aftonfirmno;  number  to  be  raifed 
in  four  difirifts  |  and  one  of  them, 
viz.  lylatavai,  did  not  equip  a 
fourth  part  of  its  Beet.  The  fleet 
of  Tiarabou  is  not  included  in  this 
account ;  -and  many  other  diftridls 
might  be  arming  which  we  knew 
nothing  of..  J,  however,  believe, 
that  the  whole  iBe  did  not  arm  on 
this  occafion  ;  for  we  faw  not  the 
leaft  preparations  making  in  Opar- 
ree.  From  what  we  faw  and  could 
learn,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  chief,  or  chiefs,  of  each  dif- 
tridf  fuperin tended  the  equipping 
of  the  Beet  belonging  to  that  dif- 
trid  ;  but,  after  they  are  equipped, 
they  muBprafs  in  review  before  the 
king,  and  be  approved  of  by  himo, 
By  this  means  he  knows  the  Bate 
of  the  whole,  befo-re  they  aifemble 
to  go  on  fervicc. 

‘•It  hath  been  already  obferved, 
that  the  number  cf  war  canoes  be¬ 
longing  to  Attahourou  and  Aho- 
pata  was  an  hundred  and  fixty,  to 
'Tettaba  forty,  and  to  Matavai 
ten,  and  that  this  dlBrid  did  not 
equip  one* fourth  part  of  their 
number.  If  we  fuppofe  every  dif- 
trid  in  the  iBand,  of  which  there 
are  forty-three,  to  raife  and  equip 
the  fame  number  of  war  canoes  as 
Tettahaj  we  fnall  Bnd,  by  this 
eBimate,  that  the  whole  iBand  can 
raife  and  equip  one  thoufand  feven. 
hundred  and  twenty  war  canoes, 
and  fixty-eight  thoufand  able  men  ; 
allow! n-T*  forty  men  to  each  canoe. 
And,  as  thefe  cannot  amount. to 

above 
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above  one-third  part  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  both  fexes,  children  includ¬ 
ed,  the  whole  ifland  cannot  con¬ 
tain  lefs  than  two  hundred  and 
four  thoufand  inhabitants ;  a  num¬ 
ber  which,  at  firft  fight,  exceeded 
my  belief.  But,  when  I  came  to 
refledb  on  the  vail:  fwarms  which 
appeared  wherever  we  came,  I  was 
convinced  that  this  eftimate  w'as 
not  m^sch,  if  at  all,  too  great. 
There  cannot  be  a  greater  p'foof  of 
the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  Ota- 
heite  (not  forty  league>  in  circuit) 
than  its  fupporting  fuch  a  n^imber 
of  inbabitants,-** 


A  Code  of  Gentoo  Laivs  or  Ordina- 
tioTis  of  the  Pundits.  From  a 
Perfian  franfation^  made  froi7i 
the  Original,  nvritten  in  il^e 
ferit  Language ^ 

Tld  E  extent  and  population  ,of 
our  territorial  acquiiitions  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  far  exceed  every  thing 
that  in  Europe  has  been  hitherto  ge¬ 
nerally  conceived  of  them.  The 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orixa,  are  faid  to  contain  near  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants,  and  tlie 
other  fettlcments  are  fuppofed  to 
contain  two  millions  more.  But  it 
is  not  the  magnitude  alone  of  this 
great  branch  of  our  empire  that 
tleferves  our  attention.  —  The  man¬ 
ners,  the  hiftory,  the  religion,  of 
the  natives,  are  all  of  them  objedls 
worthy  the  moil  minute  invelliga- 
tion. 

The  Hindoos  are  of  a  timorous, 
mild,  and  peaceable  difpohtion. 
Before  the  invahon  of  the  Maho- 
inedans  they  were  governed  by 
laws,  to  which  they  uniformly 
aferibe  the  moil  remote  and  divine 
origin.  Their  ]V]ahoine.4an  con- 
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querors  eftablifhed,  as  far  as  their 
ravages  extended,  both  the  reli¬ 
gion  and  laws  of  Mahoniet.— - 
“  Hence,”  as  the  Pundits  exprefs 
them felves  in  the  prefatory  dlf- 
courfe,  ■“  a  contrariety  of  culloms 
arofe,  and  all  affairs  were  tranfadl- 
ed  according  to  the  principles  of 
faith  in  the  conquering  party  ;  up¬ 
on  which,  perpetual  oppofitions 
were  engendered,  and  continual 
differences  in  the  decrees  ofjuilice; 
fo  that  in  every  place  the  imme¬ 
diate  mat>iilrate  decided  all  caufes 
according  to  his  own  religion  and 
the  laws  of  Mahomed  were  the 
llandard  of  judgment  for  the  Hin¬ 
doos  :  hence  terror  and  ccnfufion 
found  a  way  to  all  the  people,  and 
jullice  was  not  impartially  admi- 
niilered.”  The  fetclement  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations  in  India  did  not 
contribute  to  leffen  thefe  diforders. 
On  the  cc-ntcary,  as  they  too  were 
de/irous  of  introducing  their  feve- 
ral  fy dems  of  jurifprndence,  the 
diforder  has  been  augmented,  and 
the  confufion  vvorfe  confounded,, 
Such  has  been  oneclafs  ofhafd- 
Ihips  under  which  that  unhappy 
country  has  laboured.  We  are, 
however,  glad  to  fnd,  that  it  has 
at  length  been  thought  an  objeft 
worthy  of  the  moll  ferrous  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  company,  to  adopt 
fome  mode  of  conciliating  the  af 
feflions,  by  paying  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  to  the  inilitutions,  the  cuf- 
toms  and  prejudices  of  the  natives. 
With  a  view  of  forwarding  .fo 
laudable  an  intention,  a  thouglit 
i’uggefted  itfelf  to  Mr.  Hallings,  of 
procuring  a  code  of  the  laws  and 
culloms  of  the  Gentoos.  B'or  this 
purpofe  bramins,  learned  in  the 
Shaller,  w-ere  invited  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  Fort- 
Wi Ilian)  in  Cak'uU,a,  w'hich  is  the 
Jx  z  capital 

-i  *  <■ 
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capital  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  ;  and 
the  moll  authentic  boohs,  both  an- 
t:ient  and  modern,  (a  lid  of  which 
is  given  in  the  work)  were  col- 
lefted,  and  the  original  text,  de¬ 
livered  in  the  Hindoo  language, 
was  faithfully  trandated  into  the 
Perfian  idiom.  They  began  their 
work  May  1773,  and  finiflied  it 
by  the  end  of  February  1775. 

Such  is  the  account  given  us  of 
the  rife  and  execution  of  this  curi- 
pus  and  intereding  volume,  from 
which,  to  ufe  the  trandator’s words, 
'1*'  a  precifeidea  may  be  formed  of 
'the  cudoms  and  manners  of  thefe 
people,  which,  to  their  great  in¬ 
jury,  have  been  long  mifrepre- 
Teiued  in  the  wedern  vyorld,” 
From  hence  alfo  materials  may  be 
col  levied  towards  the  legal  accom- 
plifhment  of  a  new  fydem  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  Bengal,  wherein  the 
Btitilh  laws  may  in  fome  degree  be 
foftened  and  tempered  by  a  mo¬ 
derate  attention  to  the  peculiar  and 
■  national  prejudices  of  the  Hindoo; 
'feme  of  whofe  inditutes,  however 
fanciful  and  unaccountable,  may 
perhaps  be  preferable  to  any  which 
could  be  fubdituted  in  their  room. 
They  are  interwoven  with  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  country,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  revered  as  of  the  highed  ai|- 
thority ;  they  are  conditions  by 
which  they  hold  their  rank  in  fo- 
ciety  ;  long  ufage  has  perfuaded 
them  of  their  equity,  and  they 
will  alway  s  gladly  embrace  the  per- 
miffion  to  obey  them  ;  to  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  renounce  their  obedience 
would  probably  be  edeemed  a- 
piOngd  them  a  real  harddiip.” 

In  the  preliminary  difeourfe,  af¬ 
ter  a  few  general  and  introdudlory 
pbfervations  upon  the  mythology 
of  the  Gentoos,  the  trandator  has 
given  a  fhort  account  of  the  Shan- 
and  an  explanation 
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of  luch  padages  in  the  body  of  the 
code  as  might  appear  by  their  pe¬ 
culiarity  or  repugnance  to  our  fen- 
timents,  to  lie  mod  open  to  objec¬ 
tion.  Amongd  thefe,  we  could 
have  vyidied,  as  we  (hould  be  forry 
to  entertain,  in  any  refpe£l,  a  lefs 
favourable  opinion  of  the  author’s 
underdanding,  than  his  great  in¬ 
genuity  feems  to  deferve,  that  he 
had  not  profeded  himfelf  fo  ferious 
an  advocate  for  the  wild  and  extra¬ 
vagant  chronology  of  the  bra- 
mins. 

The  Hindoos,  he  fays,  reckon 
the  duration  of  the  world  by  four 
joquesor  didini^  ages.  The  id  is 
faid  to  have  laded  3,200,000  years, 
and  they  hold,  that  the  life  of  man 
was  in  that  age  extended  to  ioo,ooq 
years,  and  that  his  dature  was  21 
cubits. 

laded.  Life  of  man. 
2d,  2,qco,-ooo  10,000 

3d,  1,600,000  1,000 

4th,  400,000  loo 

Of  this  lad  or  prefent  age  5090 
years  arefuppofed  tobepad.  Com¬ 
putation,  as  the  author  judly  ob- 
ferves,  is  lod,  and  conjedlure  over¬ 
whelmed  in  the  attempt  to  adjud 
fuch  adonifhing  fpaces  of  time  to 
our  own  confined  notions  of  the 
world’s  epoch.  And  yet,  extrava¬ 
gant  as  this  may  appear,  the  tran- 
flator  feems  inclined  to  think  that 
it  comes  recommended  to  us  with 
at  lead  equal  marks  of  authenticity 
with  any  other  hidory  of  the  crea¬ 
tion.  We  are  afterwards  told  of 
one  Munnoo,  an  author  who  dou- 
rifhed  early  in  the  futtee  joque,  or 
fird  age,  and  of  Jage  Bulk  who 
lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  tirtaJ, 
or  fecond  age,  whofe  works  are 
dill  extant,  and  from  which  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  prefent  compi¬ 
lation  has  been  made.  It  does  not 
faU  in  with  our  defign  to  attempt 
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to  convince  Mr.  Halhed  of  the  ex¬ 
travagancy  of thefe  afiertions.  Had 
he  given  himfelf  but  a  little  time 
to  reflecl  upon  the  abfurdities  of 
their  geography  (Vid.  page  civ.) 
with  regard  to  which  I  apprehend 
he  would  not  be  thought  to  enter¬ 
tain  any  doubts,  it  might  have  led 
him  at  lead  to  have  fufpefted  that  a 
people  who  could  befogrofsly  igno¬ 
rant  in  things  which  lay  perpetu¬ 
ally  before  them,  and  which  were 
palpable  to  their  fenfes,  might  be 
equally  extravagant  in  a  fcience, 
the  objedl  of  which  is  fleeting  and 
tranfient. 

The  code  is  divided  into  twenty- 
one  chapters,  the  heads  of  which 
are  as  follows,  i.  Lending  and 
borrowing.  2.  The  divifion  of 
inheritable  property.  3.  Juftice. 
4.  Truft  or  depofit.  5,  Selling  a 
Granger's  property.  6.  Shares. 
7.  Gift.  8.  Servitude.  9.  Wages. 
10.  Rent.  II.  Purchafe.  12. 
Boundaries.  13.  Shares  in  the 
cultivation  of  lands,  jq.  Cities 
and  towns.  15.  Scandal.  16.  Af- 
fault.  17.  Theft.  18.  Violence. 
19.  Adultery.  20.  Women.  21. 
Sundry  articles. 

Amongfl:  many  other  curious 
particulars,  the  reader,  no  doubt, 
will  be  aflonifhed  to  meet  with  a 
prohibition  of  the  ufe  of  fire  arms 
in  records,  which  lay  a  claim  to 
■fuch  unfathomable  antiquity.  It 
certainly  gives  fome  colour  to  the 
conje^lures  of  thofe  commentators, 
who  have  fuppofed,  from  a  well 
known  pafTage  in  Quintus  Curtius, 
that  Alexander  abfolutely  met  with 
fome  weapons  of  that  kind  in  India  : 
and  the  extraordinary  accounts 
.which  are  given  of  the  Feic  Gregeois 
of  the -Crufades,  will  alfo  gain 
Ibme  degree  of  probability  from 
the  defeription  given  of  the  Indian 
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W’’e  might  tranferibe  the  whola 
book,  were  we  to  attempt  to  give 
an  account  of  all  the  f^culiarities 
contained  in  this  code  of  bramini- 
caJ  jurifprudcnce.  The  laws,  as 
might  be  imagined,  are  for  the 
moll:  part  local  and  charaileriflic. 
They  frequently  bear  Itrong  marks 
of  the  remotefl:  antiquity,  and  feem 
in  many  inftances  calculated  for 
the  crude  conceptions  of  a'n  almoft 
illiterate  people,  upon  their  firfl: 
civilization.  We  mufl  therefore 
be  content  with  laying  before  our 
readers  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  inge¬ 
nious  tranflator’s  abilities,  ’  his  ob- 
fervations  upon  fome  of  the  molt 
remarkable  paffages  in  the  work. 

“  The  rights  of  inheritance,  in 
the  fecond  chapter,  are  laid  down, 
with  theutmoft  precifion,  and  with 
the  flridleft  attention  to  the  natural 
claim  of  the  inheritor  in  the  feve- 
ral  degrees  of  affinity.  A  man  is 
herein  confldered  but  as  tenant  for 
life  in  his  own  property  ;  and,  as 
all  opportunity  of  diflributing  his 
efFeds  by  will,  after  his  death,  is 
precluded,  hardly  any  mention  is 
made  of  fuch  kind  of  bequeft.  By 
thefe  ordinances  alfo,  he  is  hinder¬ 
ed  from  difpofleffing  his  children 
of  his  property  in  favour  of  aliens, 
and  from  making  a  blind  and  par¬ 
tial  allotment  in  behalf  of  a  favou¬ 
rite  child,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
refl: ;  by  which  the  weaknefs  of 
parental  alfedion,  or  of  a  mif- 
guided  mind  in  its  dotage,  is  ad¬ 
mirably  remedied.  Thefe  laws 
alfo  flrongly  elucidate  the  flory  of 
the  prodigal  fon  in  the  Scriptures, 
fince  it  appears  from  hence  to  have 
been  an  immemorial  cuftom  in  the 
eaft  for  fons  to  demand  their  por- 
tion  of  inheritance  during  their 
father’s  life-tim.e,  and  that  the  pa¬ 
rent,  however  aware  of  the  difli- 
pated  inclinations  of  his  child, 
R  4  could 
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could  not  legally  refufe  to  comply 
with  the  application. 

“  Though  polygamy  has  bepn 
conl^antly  praftifed  and  univerfally 
allovyed  under  ail  the  religions 
that  have  obtained  in  Afia,  we 
meet  with  very  fe^  inflandes  of 
permitted  polyandry,  or  a  plura¬ 
lity  of  hufhtands,  fucH  as  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  fourteenth  fcdion  of  this 
chapter:  hut  a  gentleman,  who 
has  lately  vifited  the  kingdoms  of 
Boutan  and  Thibet,  has  obferyed, 
that  the  fame  cuftom  is  almoll  ge¬ 
neral  to  this  day  in  thpfe  countries ; 
where  one  wife  frequently  ferves 
all  the  males  of  a  whole  family, 
without  being  the  caufe  of  ^ny 
uncommon  jealoufy  or  difunjon 
among  them. 

‘‘  The  chapter  of  judice,  in  it? 
general  tendency,  feems  to  be  one 
of  the  bed  in  the  whole  code.  The 
necedhry  qualifications  for  the  ar¬ 
bitrator,  the  rules  for  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  witnefies,  and  the  requi- 
fites  for  propriety  of  evidence,  are 
dated  with  as  much  accuracy  and 
depth  of  judgment  as  the  generali¬ 
ty  of  thofe  in  our  own  courts.  In 
this  chapter  mention  is  made  of  the 
Purrekeh,  or  trial  by  ordeal,  which 
5s  one  of  the  mod  ancient  inditutes 
for  the  didinguifliing  criterion  of 
guilt  and  innocence  that  hath  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  facred  or 
profane  hidory:  fire  or  vcater  were 
the  ufual  refources  upon  tbefe  occa- 
fions,  and  they  were  condantly 
prepared  and  famdified  by  the  fo- 
lemnities  of  a  religious  ceremonial. 
The  modes  of  this  ordeal  are  vari¬ 
ous  in  India,  according  to  the 
choice  of  the  parties  or  the  nature 
of  the  offence ;  but  the  infallibility 
of  the  redilt  is  to  this  day  as  im- 
believed,  as  it  could  have 
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been  in  the  darked  ages  of  anti-" 
quity. 

“  We  find  a  particular  injunc¬ 
tion  and  d'efcription  of  a  certain 
vyater  ordeal  among  the  fird  law^ 
didated  to  Mofes  by  God  himfelf ; 
it  is  contained  in  the  fifth  chapter 
of  Numbers,  frpm  the  twelfth  to 
the  thirtieth  verfe,  and  is  for  the 
fatisfadion  of  jealous  hufhands,  in 
the  immediate  detedion,  or  ac¬ 
quittal  of  their  wive?. 

“In  the  two  fucceeding  chap¬ 
ters  no  URufqal  matter  occurs,  but 
fuch  as  good  fenfe  and  a  freedom 
from  prejudice  will  eafily  develope ; 
but,  in  the  fecond  fedion  of  the 
fixth  chapter,  a  pafTage  appears, 
which,  upon  a  flight  examination, 
might  give  the  reader  a  very  indif¬ 
ferent  opinion  of  the  Qentoo  fy- 
dem  of  govern qient,  viz.  “  A  law 
to  regulate  the  iliares  of  robbers.’^ 
This  ordinance  by  no  means  re- 
fpeds  the  domedic  didurbers  of 
the  tranquillity  of  their  owm  coun¬ 
trymen,  or  violators  of  the  fird 
principles  of  fociety,  but  only  fuch 
bold  and  hardy  adventurers  as  Tally 
forth  to  levy  contributions  jn  a  fo¬ 
reign  province.  Unjud  as  this  be¬ 
haviour  may  appear  in  the  eye  of 
equity,  it  bears  the  mod  genuine 
damp  of  antiquity,  and  corre- 
fponds  entirely  with  the  manners 
of  the  early  Grecians,  at  or  before 
the  period  of  the  Trojan  w'ar,  antj 
of  the  wedern  nations,  before  their 
cmerfion  from  barbarifm  ;  a  prac¬ 
tice  dill  kept  up  among  the  pyratic 
dates  of  Barbary  to  its  fulled  extent 
by  fea,  and  probably  among  many 
herds  of  Tartars  and  Arabian  ban¬ 
ditti  by  land.  However,  the 
known  exidence  and  originality  of 
this  favage  fydem  will  judify  the 
Gentoo  magidratc  of  thofe  ancient 
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periods  in  aflifting  the  freebooters 
with  his  advice,  and  participating 
jn  their  plunder,  when,  at  that 
time,  fach  expeditions  wereelleem- 
ed  both  legal  and  honourable. 

“  The  many  rules  laid  down  irj: 
the  20th  chapter,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  domeftic  authority  to  the 
hufband,  are  relics  of  thaccharac- 
teriilic  difcipline  of  Afia,  which 
facredand  profane  writers  teiiify  to 
have  exifted  from  all  antiquity  ; 
where  women  have  ever  been  tlie 
fubjeils,  not  the  partners  of  their 
lords,  confined  within  the  walls  of 
a  haram,  or  bufied  without  doors 
in  drudgeries  little  becoming  their 
delicacy.  The  Trojan  princefies 
y/ere  employed  in  wafhing  linen  ; 
and  Rebecca  was  firft  difeovered 
by  Abraham’s  fervant  with  a  pic- 
pher  upon  her  flioulder  to  vvater 
camels.  •*  Two  women  (hall  be 
grinding  at  the  mill,”  fays  the 
prophet;  but  the  notoriety  of  this 
fa6l  obviates  the  nepeffity  of  quo¬ 
tations:  it  mayjuil  be  obferved, 
that  Solomon,  in  praifing  a  good 
wife,  mentions,  that  “  She  rifes 
while  it  is  yet  night,”  which  we 
mult  fuppofe  to  be  before  her  huf- 
|)and  ;  and  we  find  this  to  be  one 
ef  the  qualifications  for  a  good 
Cientoo  vvife  alfo. 

“  The  latter  part  of  this  chap¬ 
ter  relates  to  the  extraordinary  cir- 
^Uipflance  of  womens  burning 
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themlelves  with  their  deceafed  ho(?- 
bands : — The  terms  of  the  injunc¬ 
tion  as  there  fet  forth  are  plain, 
moderate  and  conditional :  It  it 

proper  for  a  woman  to  burn  witbi 
her  hulband’s  corps  and  a  pro¬ 
portionate  reward  is  offered  in  com-* 
penfation  for  her  fufferings.  Not- 
vvithllanding  the  ordinance  is  not 
in  the  abfolute  llyle  of  a  command, 
it  is  furely  fufficiently  direct  to 
Hand  for  a  religious  duty ;  the 
only  proof  that;  it  is  not  pofitive 
the  propofal  of  inviolable  chaftity 
as  an  alternative,  though  it  is  not 
to  be  taken  for  an  equivalent.  The 
brainins  feem  to  look  upon  this  fa- 
crifice  as  one  of  the  firll  principles 
of  their  religion,  the  caufe  of 
which  it  would  hardly  be  orthodox 
to  invellieare.  There  are,  how- 
ever,  feveral  refiriftioris  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  it,  as  that  a  woman  mnil 
not  burn  herfelf  if  fhe  is  with 
child,  nor  if  her  hufband  died  at  a 
dilfance  from  her,  unlefs  flie  caa 
procure  his'turban  and  girdle  to  puc 
on  at  the  pile,  with  pther  excep¬ 
tions  of  the  fame  nature,  which 
they  clofely  conceal  from  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  among  the  other 
myfteries  of  their  faith  ;  but  we^ 
are  convinced  equally  by  informa¬ 
tion  and  experience,  that  the  cuf- 
tom  has  not  for  the  molf  part  fal¬ 
len  into  difuetude  in  India,  as  \ 
celebrated  writer  has  fuppofed.” 


T  HE 


\ 


CONTENTS. 


.  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 

C  H  A  P.  I. 

RetrofpeSiinje  ‘vie-zv  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1776.  Preparation  in 
Canada  for  the  armament  on  Lake  Champlain.  State  \of  the  American 
force.  Engagement  near  the  ife  Valicour.  Arnold  retires  ;  purfuit ; 

•.  overtaken  ;  burns  his  -veffels.  Cronjun  Point  defiroyed  and  abandoned., 
General  Carleton  lands  there  ^ifh  the  army.  Motihjes  for  not  attacking 
f iconderoga.  General  Carleton  returns  nvith  the  army  to  Canada, 

Situation  of  affairs  to  the  fouth^ard.  General  Lee  taken.  Perfe-uerance 
of  the  Congrefs.  Meafures  for  rene-wing  their  armies.  Lands  allotted 
for  fernjing  during  the  nxjar.  Money  borron^ved.  Addrefs  to  the  people. 
Petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  and  from  thofe  of  ^ueen^s 
county  in  Long  If  and,  to  the  Commifioners.  Critical  fate  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Congrefs  retire  to  Baltimore.  Dhvifons  in  Penfylaoania, 
Defertions,  Surprize  at  Yrenton.  Lord  Corrtwallis  returns  to  the 
Jerfeys.  Presented  from  attacking  the  enemy  at  Yrenton  by  impediments  > 
of  fiuation.  General  Wafoington  quits  his  camp,  and  attacks  Colonel 
Mawhoad,  near  Princetown.  Lord  Cornwallis  returns  from  the  Delaware 
to  Brunfwick.  Americans  o^er-run  the  Jerfeys.  Britifo  and  Auxiliary 
force>  keep  poffeffion  of  Brunfwick  and  Amboy,  during  the  retnainder  of 
the  winter.  Indian  war.  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union 
betwee?i  the  thirteen  re-volied  Colonies. 

C  fl  A  P.  II. 

State  of  affairs  preuious  to  the  meeting  of  parliament.  New  peers.  Change 
in  the  department  for  the  education  of  the  Royal  Brothers.  Extraordinary 
augmentation  of  the  peerage  in  Ireland.  Difreffes  of  the  Wef -India 
iflands.  Depredations  of  the  American  cruizers.  Conduli  obfer'ved  in 
the  French  cmd  Spaniff  ports.  Arpnatnents,  Several  men  of  war  com- 

.  '  mijponed. 


CONTENTS. 

mijjlohid^  Pre/s,  Difpute  ^tnveen  the  city  of  London  and  the  ASniralf  'U 
Account  of  John  the  Painter  \  he  burns  the  hemp-hoiife  at  Portfmouth  i 
fets  fre  to  fome  houfes  at  BriftoL  Speech  from  the  throne^  Addreffes* 
^Amendments  mo^ef.  Great  debates^ 

CHAP.  nr. 

pebates  upon  a  proclamation  ijfiied  In  America  by  the  Cornmijfioners .  Motion 
for  a  revifal  of  the  American  lavos  by  Lord  fobn  Ca-vendijh.  Motion  re~ 
jeSied  hy  a  great  majority.  Secefion,  Arguments  urged  for  and  againf 
the  propriety  of  a  ' partial  fecejfon.  feamen  asotsd.  Debate  on 

pacQal  affairu  Supplies  for  the  na^val  and  the  land  ferojice.  Recefs. 

CHAP.  IV. 

pill  for  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal^  faffed,  <v:tth  a  fmaJl 
amendment  in  the  title,  by  the  Lords.  Bill  for  fecuring  perfons  charged 
•With  high  treafin,  brought  in  by  the  Minijier.  Great  debates  upon  the 

,  /ec0nd  reading,  ^efion  of  commitment  carried  by  a  great  majority. 
Amendment  paffed  in  the  committee.  Second  amendment  rejedied.  Debates 
renenved  on  receipting  the  report.  Petition  from  the  city  of  London  agatnfi 
the  bill.  Amendment  mo  ved  and  agreed  to.  Second  propofed  claufe  of 
amendment  rejedied.  Great  debates  on  the  third  reading.  Claufe  propofed 
by  pvay  of  rider,  is  received  vjith  an  amendment.  ^uejHon  upon  the  third 
reading  carried  upon  a  divifmi,  The  bill  paffes  the  Lords  veithout  ang. 
emendtnent.  '  - 

'  C  H  A  P.'  V. 

Accounts  laid  before  the  committee  of  fupply.  Motions  by  the  mirdfer^ 
Contradts  animadverted  on.  Payment  of  an  unexpedied  demand  made 
by  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe  for  levy-money.  Debates.  Mejf age  from  the 

throne.  The  mejfage  referred  to  the  committee  of  JuppTy .  Motion,  by  Lord 
John  Cavendijp,  that  the  order  of  reference  be  difeharged.  Great 
debates.  The  motion  rejedled  upon  a  divifton.  Ref  elutions  paffed  in  the 
committee  of  fupply  for  the  dif charge  of  the  debts  incurred  on  the  civil 
lifi  efablijhment,  and  for  an  annual  augmentation  of  that  revenue. 
Debates  renev>ed  upon  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee  of  fupply. 
Firfi  refolution  paffed  pvithout  a  divifion.  Amendment  moved  to  the 
fecond  rejolution.  Amendment  rejedled.  Second  refolution  .  carried  upon, 
4Z  divifon.  Mejfage  debated  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Addrefs.  ,.of  con- 
currence  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Derby.  Amendment  moved  'by  the- 
Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Amendment  rejedled  upo^  a  divifion.  Pre¬ 
vious  quejlian  moved  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  rejedled.  Addrefs. 
carried  upon  a  divifion,  Protejt. 

CHAP.  VL 

Motion  by  the  minifier  for  the  payment  of  a  demand  made  bv  the 
Landgrave  of  Eeffe^  on  an  tinliqui  dated  ho/jitaidc  count'  if ’the  laji 

vear.. 


CONTENTS. 

%'jar*  Debates.  Motion  carried  in  the  co7nmittee  of  fufply  upon  a  diojijiono 
Debate  renewed  on  rcceinjing  the  report,  ^ejiion  carried  upon  a  din)D 
Jion.  Motion  for  a^t  addrefs  to  the  throne  relati-ue  to  the  Royal  Bro¬ 
thers,  Rrevious  quefion  carried  on  a  di^ifion.  Debate  on  the  Speaker's 
fpeech.  Mr.  Fox' s  7notion,  Motion  of  adjournment,  F‘he  latter  ivith- 
dranxmy  and  the  former  carried.  V ote  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker  for 
his  Jpeech.  Re^jolution  at  Ma-drnfs.  Tranfahlions  previous  or  relative 
to  the  depofing  and  imprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot.  F'ranfadlions  in 
Leadenhall-freet.  Refolutions  on  India  affairs.,  monjed  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  Gonjernor  Johnfone.  Debates.  Fhe  refolutions  rejelied  upon 
Cl  dinjifion.  Earl  of  Cbatha/n  s  motion  for  an  addrefs  relative  to  a 
reconciliation  <vjith  America.  Motion  rejedled.  Speech  from  the  throne, 

CHAP.  VIL 

State  of  affairs  at  "Nevo-York  preojious  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  Loyal 
provincials  embodied,  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Governor  Yryon, 
Expedition  to  Peek' s  Kill.  Eo  Danbury,  under  General  Yryon.  Maga¬ 
zines  defrayed.  General  Woofer  killed,  Veffels  and provifons  defroyed 
at  Sagg  Harbour,  by  a  detachment  from  Connecticut  under  Colonel  Meigs, 
Advantages  derived  by  General  Waffington,  from  the  detention  of  the 
army  at  Nen.v-7'ork  through  the  voant  of  tents.  Different  fchemes  fug- 
gefed  for  conducting  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  all  tending  to  one  ohjeCl, 
General  Sir  William  Hovje  takes  the  field ;  fails  in  his  attempts  to  bring 
IVaffington  to  an  aClion  ;  retires  to  Amboy,  Yurns  fuddenly  and  advances 
upon  the  enemy.  Skirmijhes.  Americans  under  Lord  Sterling  defeated, 
Waffington  regains  his  frong  camp.  Royal  army  pafs  over  to  Staten- 
Jfand.  Alarm  excited  by  the  preparations  for  the  grand  expedition. 
General  Prefcot  carried  of  from  Rhode-IJland.  Rate  of  interef  upon  the 
public  loan,  advanced  by  the  Congrefs.  Monuments  decreed  for  the  Gene¬ 
rals  Warren  and  Mercer.  Fleet  and  army  depart  from  Sandy  Hook, 
Force  embarked  on  the  expedition.  Congrefs  and  Waffington  alarmed  by 
the  lofs  of  Yiccnderoga.  Fleet  arrives  at  the  River  Elk,  after  a  tedious 
voyage,  and  difficult  paJJ'age  up  Chefapeak  Bay.  Army  lands  at  Elk 
Ferry.  Declaration  iffued  by  the  General.  Wafoington  returns  to  the 
defence  of  Philadelphia,  Advances  to  the  Brandy voine,  and  to  Red-Clay 
Creek.  Various  movements  on  both  fides.  Action  at  the  Bfandyvoine, 
General  Knyphaifen  makes  an  attack  at  Chad' s  Ford.  Lord  Cornwallis 
marches  round  to  the  forks  of  the  Brandywine,  where  he  paffes,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemy's  right.  Defeats  General  Sullivan.  Pnrfues  his  ad¬ 
vantages  until  flopped  by  night.  General  Knyphaufen  paffes  at  Chad's 
Ford.  Enemy,  every  where  defeated.  Lofs  on  both  fides.  Refection's  on 
the  action.  Victory  not  decifive.  Foreign  of  icers  in  the  American  fervice. 
Motions  of  the  armies.  Engagement  prevented  by  a  great  fall  of  rain, 
Major-General  Grey,  furprix.es  and  defeats  a  party  of  Americans  under 
General  WayJie.  Royal  artny  paffes  the  Schuylkill,  and  advances  to  Ger- 
rian-Town.  Lord  Cornwallis  takes  poffeff on  of  Philadelphia,  Some  of 
the  priniipal  inhabitants  font  prijoners  to  Virginia,  ,  upon  the  ap- 

preach 


d  ©  N  T  E  N  T 

prbach  of  the  army.  Attack  on  the  ne^jj  batteries  at  Philadtiphid* 
DelanJoare  frigate  taken.  Works  conftrudied  by  the  Americans^  to 
render  the  paf  age  of  the  Delanxjare  impraEiicable.  Succefsful  expedition 
to  BiUin<y‘'s  Fort,  and  a  paffage  made  through  the  loveer  barrier.  Royal 
army  furprized  and  attacked  by  the  Americans  at  German-Tonx/n.  Ame¬ 
ricans  repulfed  nxith  lofs  and  pUrfued.  Brigadier-General  Agne^,  and 
Colonel  Bird  killed.  Army  remoojes  to  Philadelphia.  Unfuccefsful  attack 
Upon  the  enemy’’ s  nxorks  on  the  Delanxare.  Hejfians  repulfed  ’vAth  great 
lofs  at  Red  Bank.  Colonel  Donop  killed.  Augufta  man  of  nxar  and  Mer¬ 
lin  foop  defray  ed.  Nenv  and  effediual  meajures  taken  for  forcing  the  ene- 
■  tny’s  nxorks.  Mud  If  and,  and  Red  Bank,  abandoned,  and  taken  nxith 
•^^their  artillery  and  fores.  Americans  burn  their  gallies  and  other  flipping. 
Pajfage  of  the  Delanxare  opened  to  Philadelphia.  General  Sir  William 
Honxe,  finding  all  his  efforts  to  bring  Wafington  to  a  general  aBion 
,  fruitlefs,  returns  nvith  the  army  to  Philadelphia^  Americans  liut  their 
camp  at  Valley  Forge  for  the  nvinter* 

C  H  A  P.  Vlir. 

Canada.  CdnduB  of  the  northern  expedition  committfd  to  General  BurgoynOi 
Preparations  made  by  General  Carleton.  Line  of  conduB  purfued  by  him 
upon  the  nenx  arrangement.  Different  opinions  upon  the  utility  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  employing  the  Savages.  State  of  the  force  under  the  command  of 
General  Burgoyne.  Canadians  obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  fernoice. 
Expedition  under  Colonel  St.  Leger.  War  feafi,  andfpeech  to  the  Indians 
at  the  river  Bouquet.  Manifefo.  Ftoyal  arfny  invefi  Htconderoga  and 
Mount  Independence.  Council  of  war  held,  and  the  forts  abandoned  by 
the  Americans.  Boom  and  bridge  cut  through.  Purfuit  hy  land  and 
water.  American  gallies  and  batteaux  defrayed  near  Skeneforough  V  ti¬ 
ter  falls.  Americans  fet  fire  to,  and  abandon  their  works.  Rear  of  the 
Americans  overtaken  by  General  Frazer  near  Hub  her  ton.  Colonel  Francis 
defeated  and  killed.  General  St.  Clair,  with  the  remains  of  his  ar?ny, 
take  to  the  woods  ;  and  arrinse  at  length  at  Fort  Edward.  Ene?ny  braa^ely 
repulfed  hy  Colonel  Hill,  and  the  gth  regiment,  who  are  obliged  to  engage 
under  a  <vaf  fuperiority  of  force.  Americans  fet  fire  to,  and  abandon  Fori 
Anne.  Extraordinary  diffculties  encountered  by  the  royal  army  in  the 
march  to  Fort  Edward.  American  Army  retires  to  Saratoga. 

CHAP.  IX. 

General  terror  excited  by  the  lofs  of  I^tconderoga,  and  the  expeBed  progrefs  of 
the  fznjages.  New  Engla?id  gonjernments  notwithfi anding  foew  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fuhmiffion.  Arnold  fent  with  a  reinforcement  to  the  northern 
army.  Ill  efeBs  produced  by  the  cruelties  of  the  Indians,  Difficulties 
experienced  by  the  royal  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Edward,  and 
in  the  conveyance  of  provifons  and  Stores  from  hake  George.  Movement 
made  down  the  North  River,  and  a  bridge  of  rdf  ts  thrown  over  near  Sa¬ 
ratoga,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  Colonel  St.  Leger.  Expe¬ 
dition  to  furprize  the  magazines  at  Bennington,  under  the  eouduB  -of  Colo- 

nei 


CONTENTS. 

nel  Baum.  Colonel  Breyman  ordered  fornjoard  to  fupport  the  expedition 
Baum  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  ;  Breyman  alfo  defeated.  Ill  confe- 
quences.  Fort  Stan^joix  ohjiinately  defended  againf  Colonel  St.  Leg£rt 
General  Harkimer  attempts  to  relie<ve  the  fort  nvith  a  body  of  militia,  ^wJ^o 
are  mofly  cut  to  pieces.  Cruelty,  and  ill  conduit  of  the  Javages grodlj 
fallen  and  intraiiable  ;  oblige  Colonel  St.  Leger  to  raife  the  fege  nvith  pre^ 
cipitation  and  lofs.  Villainy  of  their  behanjiour  on  the  retreat.  Siege 
raife'd  before  the  arrinjal  of  Arnold  and  his  detachment  to  the  relief  of  the 
fort.  General  Gates  takes  the  command  of  the  American  army.  General 
Burgoyne  nvith  the  royal  army  pafs  the  North  Rimer  at  Saratoga,  and  adr 
mance  to  attack  the  enemy  near  Still  Water.  Difference  of  op  wion  upon  that 
meafure,  as  nvell  as  the  motimes  nvhich  led  to  its  being  adopted.  Semere 
and  heamy  aition  on  the  i  fh  of  September.  'Both  armies  fortify  theif" 
camps.  Unfortunate  aiiion  on  the  pth  of  Oiiober.  Camp formed.  Death 
of  General  Frazer,  Colonel  Breyman,  and  Sir  fames  Clarke.  Difreffed 
ftuation  of  the  royal  army.  Mafierly  monjsment  made,  and  an  entire  nenv 
ppfition  taken  in  the  night.  Nenjj  engagement  eagerly  fought,  but  refufei^ 
on  the  next  day  by  the  enemy.  Retreat  to  Saratoga.  Prenjious  defertidk 
of  the  Indians  and  others.  Royal  ar^ny  reduced  to  the  utmofi  freights. 
Nearly  furrounded  on  all  fdes.  Cut  off  from  all  means  of  fubjifence,  and 

pojjibility  of  retreat.  Councils  of  •nvar.  Convention  concluded  nvith  Gene¬ 
ral. Gates.  Verms  of  the  convention.  State  of  the  army .  Succefsful  ex¬ 
pedition  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Vaughan  up.  the  North  River. 
Several  forts  taken  ;  Efopus  and  other  places  defray  ed-.  Colonel  Ca77ipbelt^ 
nvith  the  Majors  Sill  and  Grant,  and  Count  Grabouffie,  a  Polifj  noble* 
man,  killed  in  this  expedition.  Some  obfervations  on  the  campaign. 

4 

C  H  A  P.  X. 

Amicable  change  of  difpoftion  in  the  courts  of  Madi’id  and  Lijhon,  upon  the 
death  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  Some  account  of  that  Monarch.  Suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  daughter  the  Princefs  of  Brazil.  Marquis  of  Pombal  re¬ 
moved fro7n  povuer.  Public  joy  upon  that  occafon.  Some  account  of  thqp 

Minifer.  State  prifoners  enlarged,  and  popularity  acquired  by  that  a3* 
Orders  fi7it  to  South  A77ieric a  for  a  cejfation  of  hofiliiies.  Account  of  J he 
fate  and progrefs  of  the  armament  nvhich  had  been  J'ent  out  from  Cadiz  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  year.  Takes  the  Ijland  of  St.  Catherine'* s. 
Reduces  the  colony  pf  St.  Sacrament.  Preliminaries  of  peace,  and  a  treaty 
of  limits  concluded  betvoeen  Spain  and  Portugal.  Obfei-vations  on  that 
event.  Armaments  fill  continued  in  Spain.  Differences  betvoeen  Rujf a  dthl 
the  Porte.  Rival  Chans.  Petty  voar  in  the  Crimea.  Both fdes  unvqil- 

littg  to  proceed  to  extremities.  War  betnveen  the  Turks  and  Perfdtis^ 
State  of  Ruffia.  King  of  Svoeden  vifts  that  court.  Dreadful  inuTzdation 
at  Peterjburg.  Emperor  vifts  France.  Treaty  be'tvueen  France  and 
Switzerland.  Death  of  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria^ 

T  U  E 

I  t 


CONTENT 


THE  CHRONICLE.  [i6i  to  21 


iBtrths  for  the  year  1777. 
Carriages.  - — 

Principal  protnctions. 

Deaths,  - - - 


[217 

[218 

[22?I 

[226 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 

\ 

The  humble  petition  of  the  lord-rmay  or^  tfc.  of  the  city  of  London,  iti  comnioli 
council  ajjeinbled,  to  the  honourable  houfe  of  commons,  agahiji  the  Norths 

j^merican  high  treafon  hilL  - - — — . — [23  I 

Nummary  of  the  trial  of  Dr.  Dodd,  for  forgery.  — - — —  [232 

Ssmimary  of  the  trial  of  fohn  Horne,  E/f,  for  a  libel.  ■  ^^34' 

Purther  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  againf  Horne,  for  a  libel.  [240 
Decifon  of  the  court  of  King^ s- Bench  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Horne.  [243 

Plarraiiue  of  the  trial  of  fames  Ait  ken,  other'-wife  John  the  Painter,  at  TVin~ 
chefer  aflzes,  for  fetting fire  to  the  rope-houfie  at  Portfimouth.  [245 

Summary  ofithe  neav  adi  fior  granting  a  duty  upon  all ferojants  retained  or  em¬ 
ployed  vi  the  fe<veral  capacities  therein  mentioned.  . —  [249 

Abfiradi  ofi  the  adi for  refraining  the  negotiation  of  bills  of  exchange,  promifi- 

fory  notes,  lAc,  -  - -  [25 1 

Short  account  of  the  proceedings  at  Madrafs,  and  of  the  controuerjy  refpediing 

I’avjour.  — — — -  - -  [252 

Mr.  BlaiPs  letter,  and  fuhfiance  of  a  petition  offered  to  parliament,  relating 
to  the  capture  ofthejhip  Morning  Star.  •  ■  —  [255 

Returns  7nade from  the  poor-rates  to  parliament,  fated  to  be from  Eafier  177^, 

to  Eafier  ijff.  . .  -  — - —  [259 

Ahfiradl  ofi  an  adi  fior  regijlfing  the  grants  ofi  life- annuities ;  and fior  the  bet¬ 
ter  protediion  ofi  infants  againfi  finch  grants.  . .  ■  [ibid. 

Dr,  Price’’ s  account  of  the  progrefis  ofi  the  national  debt,  from  1 739  to  ^11  f 

[260 

Efiimates  of  the  royal  income  and  expenditure.  — [260,261 

Genuine correfipondence  betmoeen  Lord  Homoeand Dr.  Franklin,  [ibid. 

Supplies  granted  by  parlia?nent  fior  the  year  1777,  * - -  [^^5 

Ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  above  /applies,  ■"  [^^9 

STATE  PAPERS. 

His  majefiy'‘  s  mofi  gracious  fipeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  on  f’hurfday 
the  day  of  Odiober,  1776.  — — —  [275 

^he  humble  addrej's  op'  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  parliament  affem- 

bled.  - - —  ■"  - . -  —  [276' 

Frotefi  ofi  the  lords,  upon  the  motion  fior  the  above  addrefis,  ^  [277 

^he  humble  addrefis  cfi  the  houfe  op' commons  to  the  king,  «■'  ■  [28Q 

bde/Jaue  from  the  ki-no-  tn  both  houles  of  •hnvli nnifi.nf .  fnt 


uuctreji  vj  ipc  tjoujc  vj  commons  to  i roe  King,  — ■■  ■ 

MeJJ'age  from  the  king  to  both  houjds  of  parliament,  for  angmenting  the  civil 

apt  revenue,  - - — •  . . .  ^  [2  82 

The 


O  N  T  E  N 


of  ihc  lords  fpiritual  and  temper  al  in  parliament  a£'cmLled^ 

o;t  to,:  alone  M'-^-v.ge,  '  - -  -  [281 

Jr’r.'tliofthef^ds,  o.i  the  motion  for  the  aho've  addrefs.  -  [282 

Hpiieh  :naui  by-  thu  jpeancr  of  the  houje  of  commons  to  his  majef')'  in  the  houfe 
i  f  /-eers,  upon  prefenfing  the  hill  for  Jettling  o.n  additional  re-venue  upon  his 

7.-1  fjkjiy^  for  the  fe^-vice  of  the  cinjil  lijl.  -  [2-83 

Speech  made  b  e  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  cotnmons  to  his  mojefy^  previous  ta 

the  prorogation  of  parliafnent  — - -  -  [284 

His  majfys  mojl  gracious  fpeech  to  both  houjes  of  parliament  on  the  6th  of 
Juney  I  7  "7.  - - -  * — -  [284 


cr 


be  fpeech  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  both  houfes  of 

payliatnent',  -  -  [285 

fhe  humble  addrefes  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  Irelatid  to  the  king.  [286, 

287 

fhe  humble  addrejfes  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  in  Ireland  to  his  excellency 
thf  lord  lieutenant  \  -with  his  excellency^ s  atifivers .  [288,  z^g 

franfaticn  of  a  jnernorial  prefented  by  Sir  fojeph  Yorke  to  the  States  General. 

[-*^9 

Meracrial  deliicered  by  order  of  the  States  Getter al  to  the  court  of  Great -Bri^ 

tain,  ia  anjnver  to  the  abo-ve.  - - -  - -  [29^ 

Circular  letter  of  Lord  Hovje  to  the  go-vernors  of  the  American  pronjinces  [292 
Tirji  declaration  of  Richard  Vifeount  Ho-iwe^  one  of  the  conimijfioners  for  ;v- 
Jto  -  ing  peace  to  his  majeffs  colonies  and  plantations  in  North  America^  Is c. 

[292 

Refolution  of  the  Congrefs  upon  the  ahonje  declaration.  -  [293 

Second  declaration  of  the  American  comtniffi oners  for  reforing  peace.,  ^ c, 

[294 

Nhird  declaration  of  ditto.  - - - -  [^95 

Copy  of  the  free  pardon  granted  by  his  majefly^  s  commiffi otters  to  fuch  perfons 

as  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  above  declarations.  . . .  [^9^ 

fhe  American  oath  of  allegiance.  ■  ■  . .  ■  [^97 

Proclamation  by  General  WaJJoington,  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  of 

the  United  States  of  America.  -  [^97 

Papers  relating  to  the  capitulation  of  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne^s  ar??ty  at 
Saratoga.  - - -  - -  ■  '  [^9^ 


CHARACTERS. 

Extradi  from  the  Life  of  the  late  Lord  Bijhop  of  Rochefler,  voritten  by  him^ 

felf  - ; -  ^  -  , - .  P-  I 

Extradis  from  the  Life  of  David  Hutne,  E/q',  written  by  himfelf..  ^. —  6 

Sketches  /aid  to  have  been  delineated  by  the  pen  of  the  late  Lord  Chefierfeld, 

'  viz...  Sir  Robert  Walpole , —Mr .  Pulteney, — Lord  Ear dvA eke,— Mr.  Fox, 

• — Mr.  Pitt,  —  Lord  Scarborough,  - ''  II — 20 

Sketch  of  ford  Chefierfeld  himjelf,  by  another  hand.  ^  .  JZ3 

An  account  of  the  life  of  the  late  Mr.  Harr  ij on.  "  ■  '  ■  '  '24 

Memoirs  of  the  late  Samuel  Foote,  Efq\  * -  ,27 

fletnoiri  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Voltaire.  - - - - ^ — •  3  * 

VoL.  XX.  1777.  S  ‘  M.emoirs 


CONTENTS, 


Memoirs  cf  the  Ahhe  err ai.  - -  ■  /[O 

jhiecdotes  of  ^rho7nm  Britton,  the  mujicnlfMall-coahman. 

Authentic  account  of  the  burning  of  a  Gentoo  nvojnan  ali-ve  nxoith  her  hujband^ 

at  her  oixni  requef,  at  Azmnabad.  — - — -  4^ 

Account  of  the  inhabitants  of  VFallachia,  by  Baron  Inigo  Born,  - -  47 

Account  of  the  fanj age  tribes  of  Asnerica  ;  from  Dr,  Robertfon  s  liifory.  4^ 
Account  of  a  fociety  in  the  Friendly  Ifands  narned  Arreoy  ;  extracted  frotn 

Forfers  Voyage^  - -  - -  63 

Further  account  oj-  the  <women  of  Otaheite,  frofn  Capt .  Coold s  laf  Voyage.  67 


nn  r 

1  i 


J  R  A  L 


HISTORY. 


Account  of  a  nxicsnan  in  the  fire  Rofsj  n.vho  lived  fevered  years  volthout 

food  or  drink. 

Account  of  perfons  voho  could  not  diflinguif  colours. 


Account  of  a  journey  into  Africa,  frcfti  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


68 

72 


76 

78 


Hifory  and  defeription  of  the  honey-guide,  a  nevj  fpecies  of  Cuckovj. 

Ac  ecu  fit  of  the  late  earthquake  at  Manchefer  ;  by  Dr.  Percival.  - — 

Account  of  the  tenia,  or  long  tape-vjorm,  and  of  the  method  of  treating  it^ 
as  praLiifed  at  Morat  in  Svjilzerland.  — — —  go 

A  dejeription  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  remarks  on  the  fecond-fght  of 


the  inhabitants  ;  by  Dr.  Beattie. 


82 

84 


Of  the  mines  in  Mexico  and  Peru  ;  from  Dr,  Robertfon  s  Hifory.  ' — 

Ohfervations  on  the  formation  of  ice-ifands,  and  on  the  exifence  of  a  foiithern 

continent ;  extracted from  Capt.  Cook's  lafi  Voyage.  — -  87 

Account  of  fever  al  nvater-fpouts  cbferved  in  the  South  Seas.  — — «  po 

Singular  cafe  of  a  boy  fruck  vjith  hprrof  at  an  execution  in  France.  —  9 1 

Account  of  the  mildevo,  confdered  as  the  principal  caufe  of  epidemic  difeafes 
among  the  cattle  ;  vaith  the  manner  of  treating  thofe  dijeafes.  —  92 

Account  of  a  poifonous  fijh found  in  the  South  Seas,  by  Capt,  Cook.  —  93 

Of  the  food  or  nutriment  of  plants',  ext  railed  from  the  notes  of  Dr.  Hunteks 

edition  of  Evelyks  Sylva,  — -™ — -  •— — —  94 

Of  the  climate  of  America  ;  from  Dr.  Robertfok  s  Hifory,  — —  99 

Of  the  life  of j'ermenting  cataplafns  in  mortifications.  . . — —  103 


SEFUL  PROJECTS. 

Cauiidns  againf  the  burial  of  'peifons  fuppofed  dead,  by  Mr.  Havocs,  106 
Extraordinary  cafe  of  a  p  erf  on  fuppofed  dead,  but  recovered  to  life  by  Mr. 

Harmanl,  a  celebrated  phyfician  at  Nancy  .  — - —  - -  1 09 

Account  of  an  infant  refored  to  life,  although  apparently  horn  dead.  1  1 1 
Oj  f mo aky  hoiifes,  occafoned  by  faults  in  other  parts -of  the  building,  altoge¬ 
ther  independent  of  ihe  frudliire  of  the  chimney  itfelf  -  1 J2, 

Of  the  ufefuhiejs  cf  ^aeafoing  and  rubbing  the  Jtems  of  trees.  —  1 16 

Dire  Dions  for  making  ihe  bef  conipoftion  for  the  metals  of  refecting  ielefcopes. 

1 1.7 

On  the  ufe  of  oak-leaves  in  hot-houfes  in  preference  to  tanner  s  hark.  izo 
Xfiful  hints  j'or  learning  to J'vAm  :  by  Befatnin  Franklin,  LL.  D.-  123 

.  A  N  IT  i- 


I 


C  O  N  T  F,  N 


A  N  T  I  U  I  T  I  E  S. 

account  of  the  eojents  produced  in  England  ay  the  grant  oj^  the  kingdotn 
Sicily  to  Prince  Edmund^  fecond fon  of  Kmg  Henry  III.  126 

7 he  ceremonial  of  making  the  kivfs  bed.  — - -  13^^ 

E urther  ohjernjattons  on  the  celebr at ed  Hpamean  medaf  and  on  hPr.  Bryant  x 
explanation  of  that  com  ;  by  the  learned  prefdetit  of  the  Society  of  Antiqua~ 

riaiis.  - - - — ‘  -  •  ^  *35 

On  the  antiquity  of  cock-fghting.  •  *4^ 

Orighi  of  the  name  of  Ofd  Htck.  •  *43 

Pemarkableinfancesofthecrafis.  '  '  *44 

Account  of feojeral  gigantic  flat  ucs  found  in  Eafer  Ifandt  in  the  South  Seas  % 

by  Capt.  Cook.  - - — ^  "  ''  ' *  5*^ 

On  the  f.rf  introduEiion  of  niufc  uito  the  ferojice  of  the  churchy  —  i^2 

MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 

V  *  \  't 

Letter  of  Father  Ganganelli  to  the  Able  Ferghen,  containing  a  Jhort  andfuc- 

cinEl  defeription  of  Italy.  ^  ^  ^  *5^ 

On  languages  by  M.  de  Voltaire,  in  a  letter  toSignior  To-uafi  Deodati.  160 
On  Montefquieu.  and  Grotius,  in  a  lelter  of  M.  Linguet,  counfellor  of  the  par- 
liafnent  of  Paris,  to  M.  de  V oltaire.  ^  *64. 

Peligious  perfecution,  a  fragment  of  the  book  of  Genefs,  lately  dijeowred  by 

.  an  eminent  philofopher.  — “  ■  "  *^^ 

Of fympathy  ^  from  Dr.  Beattie^ s  Ejfay  on  I/Lufc  and  Poetry,  '  *  651 

On  the  utility  of  clafjical  learning  ;  by  the  fame.  *74 

On  the  conftitution  of  feudal  monarchy  ;  the  dignity  and  revenues  of  the  king; 

and  of  his  ponver  as  to  the  raifng  of  taxes  and  fubfdies .  '  *77 

^he  true  enjoyments  of  life ;  from  Dr.  Perciajal  s  Moral  Vales,  ^.c,  *83 

Philofophical  attention  and fagacity  ',  by  the  fame.  — — - -  1 3? 

Of  the  alterations  that  ha^e  happened  in  the  charaElers  of  nations,  and  of  the 

'  caufes  by  nvhich  they  nAtere  produced.  .  - — — — .  187 

Of  the  caufes  of  the  decadency  of  an  empire.  - - -  189 

Letters  from  Lord  Chef  erf  eld  to  Alderman  George  Faulkner.  - -  192 

An  epitaqh,  by  Dr.Percinsal.  •  -  *95 


POETRY. 


Ode  for  the  neav  year,  1777-  ^  *9^ 

Ode  for  his  ?najefy' s  birth-day,  June  4?  *777*  '  '  *97 

Epilogue  to  the  tragedy  of  Semiramiis  ;  by  P.  B.Shertdan,  Efq',  — —  *97 

Prologue  to  the  Word  to  the  Wife,  performed  for  the  benefu  of  Mrs.  Kelly  and 
her  children  ;  by  Dr.  Johnfon.  ^  ~  *9^ 

Prologue  to  the  School  for  Scandal ;  by  Mr.  Garrick.  1 - ^  199 

Epilogue  to  the  School  for  Scandal;  by  Mr.  Colman.'  — — ,  .  200 

Epitaph  on  Paul  Whitehead,  Efq;  by  Mr.  Garrick.  •  201 

•  *  V/  V, 


CONTENTS. 

•  * 

To  a  lady  nvho  lo^sd dancing ;  by  the  late  Judge  Burnet.  - — — ^  2C2 

Bath",  its  beauties  and  amujements.  — - '  202 

The  end  of  nvriting  ;  addrejfed  to  authors.  - - - - -  205 

Verjes  fent  by  a  gentleman  to  his  lady.,  nvith  a  prefent  of  a  knife.  —  205 
Prolog  ue  fpoken  Sir  George  Beaumont,  Bart,  at  the  opening  of  the  neiM 

theatre  at  North  Jjlon,  Oxon.  - - 206 

Jupiter  and  Mercury,  a  fable.  -  206 

On  Dr.  Goldfnith' s  charaderifiical cookery  ;  a  jeu  d’efprit.  — - -  207 

Bines  frotn  Dr.  Barnara,  Dean  of  Derry,  to  Dr.  Goldjrnitb  and  Mr.  Cum¬ 
berland.  - -  — " — —  207 

Bifoop  Corbet  to  his  fan  Vincetti  Corbet,  t^o  years  of  age.  - -  20S 

Cbaraders  of  Mr.  Gramvilie  ( nepheav  to  Lord  Landfdonvn) ,  and  of  JVilliam 
Harrifon,  Efq",  from  an  epifiie  rf  Dr .  Young  s,  not  among  his  nsjorks.  208 

Bxtrad  frotn  Blr.  Mafon  s  Englify  Garden.  ,  - - — -  210 

N  nenv  year’s  ode  to  ^fyceen  Alary,  1562.  E  he  poet,  Alexander  Scott,  2  <  i 

Epitaph  on  a  lady  vcho  died  of  a  coitfutnptlon  at  Brijlol  Wells  ;  by  her  hifband. 

2  \  I 

Sonnet,  by  Air,  Wart  on,  to  the  river  Lodon.  — - — —  212 

Enjjo  additional  odes  to  the  firf  book  of  Horace,  faid  to  ha-ve  been  lately  difeo- 
--vered  in  the  Palatine  Library ,  -  - -  212,213 

Account  of  BOOKS  for  1777. 

TheHiJory  of  America.  By  JVilliam  Robertfon,  D.D.  principal  of  the  uni- 
neerfiy  of  Edinburgh,  and  hijlmdographer  to  his  majefy  for  Scotland. 

7.njols.  4/0.  — - - -  - — ; -  214 

A  Voyage  towards  the  fouth  pole,  atid  round  the  world.  Performed  in  his 
majefy’ s  Jhips  the  Refolution  and  Ad-venture,  in  the  years  1772,  I77,^» 
1774,  and  1775*  Written  by  James  Cook,  cotmnander  of  the  Refolution. 
hi  which  is  included  Captain  Furneaux’s  narrative  of  his  proceedings  in 
the  Adventure,  during  the  feparation  of  the  foiyS.  llluf  rated  with  maps 

and  charts,  and  a  variety  of  portraits  of  perfans,  and  views  of  places-, 
drawn  during  the  voyage  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  efigraved  by  the  mof  eminent 

mafers.  2  vols.  c[fo.  - — -  - 234 

A  code  of  CentoQ  laws  or  ordinations  of  the  Pundits :  fro?n  a  P  erf  an  tranfa- 
tun,  made  from  the  original,  written  in  the  Shanferit  language.  245 


THE  END. 


I 


4 


-rfi(tlfH^^Y/-'rr<--'‘''f^’f'>^’y^.^y,C'^^-,  A"o; 'V  V''!!  ^1  -ft' 

^A'^fC't  nrWii.f'^’f^f^'  -'-‘xv  «)t)7'‘vL-^.  'J  ^4..Qrfv»-^ifVC*t  »v<'>'»>'^ 

:i'iry<-iO(  \*-<k 

j':r"».»--'>_^;r^^r‘.’r? Vo  ■. '>'’'>fl‘^'V><.V<»T 

i»'»v>,  fr  V-x  Y-5K 

.O  vyyjftfV  ''  ^^•.W.3 

,'^An''«\c-/'.yC')'>^ 

rv,-.,'„  ,  a;  k.  ,  ■<  -X  •)■  M 

'TrAr-v,  V'--.  '•  \v-''/vt*':' 


I  •tir*r  <>,  «■.  I'tf  V<  *J<  »r  <*  O'  ”  ’•  ■ '  • 
|Vr»<iri^>r  »■••><  -i  '^■O'  '■'*  '>  ••»  '»  '» 


^  .  V<-  •*>  '>i 


